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A P P E N D I X, N* I, A, 

7. e order and direfl our £oard of Ta-ade, in cafe an^r Member of the faid Board, ^ing 
icluk'iu at Calcutta, or at tin* Aurungs, or Chief of a Subordinate Faflory, 1 )e at ahy’rimccfiargca 
with Negligence in the Lxecution of the Truft repofed in him,.or Difobedience of^ders, tha|they 
iuniiuon him to the Board ^ and that be be made acquainted, in Writing, with allAccufations pre¬ 
ferred againft him i tliat he have a rMfonable Time to make his Defence •, and that if the Charge 
be proved to their Sati<.fa&iop, they fufpend himifroni'the Company’s Service; and if he (hall be 
chaijgcd widi any Offence cognizable by che Supreme Cpprc of Judicature, that they caale -'^ltn 
forthwith to be profccuted for the fame. • . x: 

S. That in cafe of the Death or Removal of any Member of the Board of Trade, the next fenior 
Scivant upon the Civil Ellablifhment do immediately fuccecd to a Seat at that Board, until our 
Rleafurc be known. 

9. 'I'hat in cafe of the Death or Removal of a Chief of a Subordinate Faftory, or RcHdent at 
any Aurung, a Succelfor be chofen, by Ballot, by the Members of our Board of Trade then reddent 
,it Calcutta i and in every Cafe where the Number of Votes (hall be found equal, that the fame be 
finally determined by dihwing I,ots, 

10. 'I'hat all Orders to the Aurungs, or to Subordinate Faftorics, be figncd by at Icaft Four 
jMembers of the Board of Trade refiding at Calcutta. 

u. It is our Order, that our Board, pf Trade aflcmble Tvice in every Week t that Five Mem¬ 
bers, and not a lefs Number, do conftifute a Board; that they regularly enter all their Proceedings 
upon Confultation, and all Diflents, if fuch (hall at any Time be made by any Member of the faid 
Board i togetlicr with all Letters received and fent in their Department; That Copies thereof, figncd 
by the Members of the Board, be from Time to Time delivered to you, and by you tranfmittcd 
to us, and Duplicates by the next Conveyance, as hath been ufually praAifed by our Prefident and 
Council refpedting their Confultations and Proceedings. And that if the Board of Trade (hall at any 
Time have particular Information or Remarks, which they (hall think necefiTary to communicate to 
us, t|ie fame be tranfmittcd by you : And we further direft, that you tranfmit, at the fame Time, 
your Sentiments at large upon the Subject. 

12. That in cafe of Sicknefs of the Prefident, or of his being unavoidably prevented from 
attending at .my Meeting of the Board of Trade, the fenior Member who may then be prefent 
do take the Chair, and that the Board do thereupon proceed to the Difpatch of Bufinefs. 

i ,^. That thcie be paid to the Prefident of our Board of Trade. 1 wo thoufand Pounds Sterling 
per Annum, and to each of the other Members of the faid Board, One thoufand Five hundred 
Pounds per Annum, by Quarterly Payments; which Sums are to be in lieu of Commifilon upon 
the Revenues, and in full for Salary, Diet Money, and every Emolument, except fuch Advantages 
us may arile from carrying on a legal Trade, and the ufual Commifilon to the Prefident on Coral 
and Diamonds, which we direct to be given to him. 

14. We hereby direct, that you iflTue from Time to Time, to our Board of Trade, fuch Sums 
of Money n.s they fiiall require, in order to make the ufual Advances to the Aurungs, and for 
all ncccllary Payments rclpcdling the Company’s inveftment, or other Dilburfements in their 
Department. 

15. We direft, that in the CollcAion and Management of the Revenues, you continue fuch of 
out Servants as are, or have been employed wkh Reputation in that Deparctnent; and that you 
leave under the Diredtion of our Board of Trade thofe of our Servants whom they may ' report to 
you as flciilcd in the Provifion of the Company’s Inveftment. 

16. W'hen you take into Confideration tne Salaries to be allowed to the Officers employed in the 
Revenue Ueparimenr, we recommend the ftridteft CEconomy, and direft, that no greater Salaries 
be cftablifiied, than the Importance of their fcveral Stations may render neceflary; which Salaries 
are to be deemed provilional only, until they (hall have received our Approbation. 

17. It is our Intention to confign all our Bengal Ships dirciftly to you; but we (hall make (eparate 
Invoices of Ivitli Parts of their Cargoes as may be intended for Sale, and confign the fame to our 
Board of Trade ; who arc hereby dircded to apply the Produce thereof towards the Provifion of our 
Inveilment. Our Orders for Inveftments will be tranfmitted, through your Hands, to our Board of 
Trade ; and if at any 'rime we (hould require an Inveftment larger than your Finances may enable 
them to furnilb, you are to fignify to the faid Board of Trade what Diminution you may deem 
necefiary, and dired them to limit their Purchafes accordingly ; but in all Tranfadions of this 
Nature, we fiiall hold you refponfible for any Deviation from our Orders. 

18. Wcempowjr and dircdl you to enquire, from Time to Time, into the Books, Correfpondence, 
Accounts, and Proceedings, of our Board of Trade, in order that you may be fully informed of the 
Meafures taken, and Provilions made, for lading our Ships with proper Cargoes for Ebrope, and for 
cnniplcating fuch Cargoes in due Time; and chat you communicate to us fuch Obfervhtions as may 
occur to you thereon •, and particularly, if you (hould obferve any Mifeondud in their Departmeor, 
that you inform us thereof by the earlicft Opportunity. 

19. If any Member of our Board of Trade (hall appear to you ^ilty of Embezzlement of the 
Company’s Money, or of Oppreffion, or of any other Breach of the Truft repofed in himiby’us, we 
dired, that you fortliwith caufe him to be profecuted for the fame in the Supreme Court'©rjudi- 
pature, to be cllabliilicd under the faid Ad of Parliament. 

20. If any of the Company’s. Servants, Civil or Military (except the Members of-our Board of 
'Pradc, whom we do not make liable to >our Suipcnfion) fliall at any Time be fufpended by. ydu 
from tt.c Execution of bis Office, or any Vacancy lhall happen by Refignatton:or Death,' it is our 
Order and Dircf.tion, that the Perfon next in Rank, .Office, ifor Rotation, be appointed to fupplyfiich 
Vacancy in our Civil or Military Service, until our Pleafure (ball be^lknown. We alfo further dired. 

I .< that 
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tbatiie&n thtf ftemcnral of any Company’s Servant flwnany Ofike/the Party be made acquainted* 
in Writing, srkh the Accuiation preferred agaipib him f thht he be fummoned to make his Defence* 
haling a reafbiAibltf T)nne«)lo«fed hint Ibr thaechat yotf proceed, ob all fneh Occafions* 
with the greaceft Tendernefs and Cirenml^eAtofn: A^Ad w further dire£)r{-‘thAt'. all fuch Changes 
made befi^ you againft any of otir SerVadcs ydur 0 lp 4 tctnent* with alt Proceedings thereon* 
be tegularly entered upon your Gonfultations, and, with tMm, tranfmhted to us. 

81. As It hath frequently happened in our IntercouHe with the Native Manufaiflurers of Bengal* 
that, by Reafon of Advances made to them at the Beginning, they halve been largely indebted to us at 
the Clofe of th&Sesfdn* it is our exprefs Direction, mat you afibrd effeAual Amftance to our Board 
of Trade for obtaining full Payment of all outftahding Debts due from the Natives of Bengal to 
the Company, upon Application made by our Board of Trade to you for that Puipofe*. 

82. And as the Agents of Foreign Companies, Free Merchants* and others, may greatly embatrafs 
our Board of Trade in the Provifion of our Inveftments, by obtaining from the Company’s 
ManufaiUburers the Goods manufactured by Means of our Advances, we dtreO, that you forthwith 
fiwm fuch Regulations as (hall effectually guard our Pr^rty againft Attempts of this Nature. 

aj. We direct, that fo foon as poflible after the Arrival of thefe our Orders and InftruCtions at 
Fort William, you fummon Samuel ; Middleton, William Alderfey, John Reed, Philip 
Milner Dacres, Thomas Lane, James Lawrell, Henry Goodwin, John Graham, William 
Lambert, George Vanfictart, and Nicholas Grueber, being our Eleven fenior Civil Servants,.to 
aflfcmble within Thirty Days at Calcutta* and that you deliver to them an ‘authenticated Copy of 
thefe our InftruCtions. And it is our Order, that our faid Servants, immediately upon Receipt of fuch 
Copy, do forthwith proceed to carry into Execution fuch Parts aa anyways relate to the Eftablilh- 
naent or Conduct of a Board of Trade in Bengal. 

a+. Having thus communicated to you our Ideas on the Subjeft of the Company's Inveftments 
under the Direction of a Board of Trade, we moft earneftly recommend, that you cordially unite with 
our Servants in that Department, and that you afford them every AQlftance in your Power, in 
order to enable them to anfwer theeflencial Purpofes intended by their Appointment. 

25. As we have never permitted our Governor and Council, or our Select Committee in Bengal, to 
admit Europeans into our Service, unlefs by the Appointment of the Court of Directors, nor to licenfc 
ftee Merchann, free Mariners, or others to relide in India, we exprcfsly direCt, that you do hot, 
on any Account, or under any Fntence whatfbever, Aifi^r any European to hold any Poft, or to 
exercife any Office in our Service, Civil or Military, who ffiall not have been appointed or admit¬ 
ted into the Compaq's Service by the exprefs Authority of the Court of Directors. 

26. You will obierve, that by Che bewe-mentioned ACt you afe required to correfpond with 
the Court of Directors from Time i» Tiihe, - and ctffiftahtly arid diligently to tranfmit to them exaCt 
Farticulart of all Advices or InteU%ence, and of all ^^rriMfaCtioiris and-Mattery that lhall come to 
your Knowledge, relating to the Government, Commerce, kerenues, or Intercff 'of the Coiripany* 
and that the Court of Directors are required, wkhln Fourteen Days after the Receipt of any fuch 
Letters or Advices, to deliver In to the Lords of the Tmafury, a Gray of fuch Pans of the faid 
Letters or Advices as (hall any way relate to the Management of the Company’s Revenues * and in 
like Manner to deliver in to one of His Majefty’s firincipal Secretaries of State, a Coby of all fuch 
Parts of the faid Letters and Advices as (hall any way relate to their Civil and Milithry Affaic.s 
and Government: In order, therefore, to enable us to comply with the DircCbioris of the faid ACt, 
we hereby order and direA, that you cranfmit to us, by every Ship, ah exaCb Copy, and a Dupli¬ 
cate by the next Conveyance, of all fuch Parts of your Letters and Advices as are by this I.aw 
directed to be delivered to the Lords of the Trrafury, and to His Majefty's Secretary of State, re- 
^Ctively 1 and that every Copy and Duplicate be authenticated under the Hands of the Governor 
General and Council. 

27. In your Correfpondence with the Court of Directors, it is our Order, that the moft regular 
and precile Intelligence be from Time to Time communicated, rcfpcCling the Commerce, the Num¬ 
ber of Forces, and the general Strength of all Foreign Companies in India * and fuch Intelligence 
muft, fo far as it is praaicable, be continued by every Britilh Ship which lhall fail for Europe. 

28. Our Military Expences at Bengal having increafed to a Degree which is become infupportable 
to us, we in an efpwcial Manner enjoin you to make ftriCl Enquiry into the Caufes of fuch Increafc, 
and particularly into the Number of LafearS, Draught Bullocks, and Boats, kept for the Ufe of 
the Army * into Contracts for fupplying the Troops with Proviftons* and into all contingent Charges; 
And we direCt, that you forthwith retrench every fuperfltious Charge, and reduce every incidental 
Expence to the loweu Sum poffible. 

2^ Having found it neceffkry to limit Cxprefsly the Charges of ereCting, repairing, or compleat- 
ing Fottificatioos, Barracks, and all other public Buildings in Bengal and its Dependencies, to thd 
Annual Sum of 0 ne hundr^ thouland Pounds Sterling * arid having given Orders to our Governor 
and Council to that Purpofe, we hereby confirm our faid Orders, and direCt, that you, on no Ac¬ 
count or Pretence whatever, permit more chan the faid Sum to be annually expended on the above- 
mentioned Services* and that the keying of our Fortifications and public Works in a defenfible State 
and Condition, be firft cohfidcred in the Expenditure thereof, until a further Reduction can take 
place, and that a very exaCk and-particular Account of fuclr Expenditure be tranfmitted to us by 
evety Opportunity, with yourSencimem* and Obfiavaiions minutely on the State of the faid Works 
and Fortifications. 

jq. As, in purfuance of the AA of Parliament, a Supreme Court of Judicature, confiding of a 
Chief J ufticC and Three other Judgei, is intended to k ereCted at Fort William in to 

eatercife and perform all Civil, Criminal, Admiralty, and Ecclcfiaftical JurifdiCtion at the faid Pre- 

S£t>. Com. Rsp. IX. B iidency. 
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fidencyt we direft, that upon the EftablUhnaait of fucb Court you ghre all iieceffitfy 
the Judges j that you provide a Court Houie, and pn^ Offices fcr fiadi Clerks and Minttitrhil 
Officers at (hall be apptmted by ciieoa^ And when the . .Ft«a so be payable Id the Officers of Hie 
Supreme Court are fixed* we direft* that yoAi caufe Tabka thereof to be bung up in the aoeft pub# 
lie Places, in the different Languages of tM Coun^ » that no Perfon take mote than fiicb rbcL 
upon Pain of being difmiffiNl i and you will take into Confideratioo the Amount of tbofi; Fees* m 
approving the Salaries of the refpeAive Officers» and you are to tranfinit to ui, fo fimii aa poffiUe, 
a particular Account of fuch Salaries and Fees. , 

,|i. We dircA, that you duly pay to the Governor General, to each of the Council, to ffioChief 
Juftice, and to each of the Judges, tte feveral Salaries eftablflhed by the faid AAt obfarviagat .the' 
fame Time, that thofe ample Salaries, ^ven to them by Parliament, are to be in Iko df ott 
Fees of Office^ Perquifites, Emoluments, or Advanesges whaifoever, and therefore chat we are 
not to be at any further: Expense on their Account t and as the Officers of the Court are’toibe^ 
allowed fuch Salaries as ihall be Approved by the Governor General and Council, we lecdnmefid 
the ftrifleft Frugality in that Rejfped, and diroft, that no greater Allowances be made to any o£ 
them, than their relwdive Stations Ihall require.^ 

32. But in Confideration of our Refpe£k tor Warreit Haftings, Efquire, we dired, that he cooi 
tinue to enjoy our principal Houfe, together with the Plate and Furniture, both in Town and Cottn<r. 
try. Rent Free-, and that our Prefident of the Board of Trade lhall, in like Manner, have his 
Choice of the next beft Houfe belonging to the Company, without the Payment of any Rent. 

33. As the Reduflion of our Debt on Bond, or Intereft Notes in Bengal, is of the utmoft Confc* 
quence to our Profperity, we recommend it to you to pay every Attention to this ObjeA, con-> 
ufient with the Safety and ProteAion of our Poffiffions, and with the Requificions that ffiall be. 
made to you for our Inveftments. 

34. The Lands and Farms of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and OrilTa, hariite been already 
let by our Governor and Council, and chiefly upon Leafe for a Term of Years, we have approved 
of the ConduA of our faid Governor andXouncil in letting them ; And in cafe it (hould happen, 
that any Lands or Farms fall to |he Company before the Expiration of the Time for which they 
have been let, our Order is, chat you advertiie for PropofaiSt >nd proceed in the fame Manner to 
re-let fuch Lands and Farms, as hath heretofore been done, to the higheft Bidders, who may be able 
to give good Security for the Performance of their Engagements. And it is our Order and Di- 
reAion, that no Forbearance of Rent be permitted when due, nor any Diminution or Abatement 
of Revenue made, until, upon full Reprelcntacioo to you of all Circumftances which may entitle 
any Farmer to Indulgence, the Colledors of Revenue fiiall have obtaim^l yow, Licence for tempo¬ 
rary Forbearance, or for the abfolute Remiffion of any Parc of our Rents or Revenues: And we- 
alib dircA, that fuch Licenfe do fpecify the Reidbn for every Indulgence or Remifllon, the Nanoe 
of the Ferfon to whom made,, the grofs Amount of the Farm rented, and the fpecific Sum or.Sums 
received for or in lieu of the Whole. And it is our further Fleaffire, that a regular Account be 
kept of all Sunu finally remitted to Renters, aqd that you tranfinit fuch Account to us annually, 
under the Head of, Abatements to Farmers, accompanied with the general Rem Roll of the Pro¬ 
vinces for the Year in which fuch Abatements may oe made. 

^5. We direft, that you immediately caufe the ftrifteft Enquir^to bl made into all Oppreffions 
which may have been committed, either againft the Natives or Europeans, and into all Abufes that 
may have prevailed in the Colle^ion of the Revenues, or any Part of the Civil Government of the 
Prefidency > and that you communicate to us all Information which you may be able to obuin 
relative thereto, or to any Diffipacion or Embezzlement of the Company’s Money 1 and tliat you, fo 
foon as pofllble, form fuch Resmlations as lhall leem moft efie&ual Ibr the Renmy thereof, and for 
regulating the Police of the Country, paying the greateft Attention therein to the Protedion and 
"S^lfare of the Natives, and to His Majmy’s European Subjeds, as well as to the Interefl; of the 
Company. 

36. As all the Company’s Bufinefs which can conveniently be performed by Contrad, is fo per¬ 
formed in Bengal, we have only to dired, that all Contradi, with the Conditions, be publicly ad- 
vertifed, and tealed Propofals received for the fame t that eveiy Propofal be opened in Council, 
and the Preference given to the lowed, provided fufiicienc Security (hall be offered for Performance. 
And that all fuch Propofals, with all Proceedings thereon, be entered in a Book to be kept apart 
for that Purpofe, and r^larly tranfmitted to us. 

37. In tranfading the Bufinefs of your l^parttnenc, it is our Order, that you enter, with the utmoft 
Perfpicuity and Exadnefs, upon Confultations or Minutes of Council, all your Proceedings what-. 
foever, and all Diflents, if fuch Ibould at any Time be made by any Member of your Board, 
together with all Letters received and lent in ibe Courfe of your CorrefpondencQ 1 and chat broken 
Secs of all fuch Proceedings, to the lateft Period'pofllble, be cr«B 4 <i>icted to us by every Ship, a', 
compleac Set at the End of every Year, and a Duplicate by the next Conveyance. 

38. We dired, that all Monies which may arife frmn our Rieveniies, or be received by ydi on < 

our Account, be fecured under Three X^ocks, as ufualj that the Keys be kept by the Governor- 
General, and fuch Other Members of Council as you lhaU aj^ne, who lhall be a Committee o£. 
Treafury : That exad Pamacttlats of all Monies paid into (^r Treafutf, be firft regularly enteoed., 
on your Confultations, fpedfyiiuzfrom whom reccbti^ and on what Account 1 and that all Illbes • 
of Money from our faid Treamify, be made by 'Warrant under your 'Hands, direded to^ithe.: 
Colnmittee^of Treafury, and nototherwHiv. Tluu iQl Money be madx to .ppu 

in Writing I and that all Paymafters, and ipay apply for Money in AsiO 
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ttnee, do, «t the > fiune Tine, fpecify whether they have any of the Company*s Money k 
Hand, and to what Amount, and alio the particular Services to which the Money applied 
for is intended to be appropriated t and it Is our expreis Order, that no Advance be made 
from the Treafury, upon. «ny Ap^icatioo which ihali lx deficient in any of the CircUih* 
ftances above-mentioned: And yic direA, that the Committee of Treafury pr^are exaA Ac*- 
.counts monthly, of all Monies.received and iflued by that Boards that the Monies in the Trea¬ 
fury be viewed monthly by thofe Members of the Council who m^ not be of the Committee c£ 
Treafury » and that th(7 compare the Cafli in the Treafury with the Balince of the laid Committee's 
Accounts, and report their Proceedings to the Council at large: And we alfodireA, that the fiud 
i^ccounu, and Copies of all Receipts and Warrants, be tranfmitted to us by every Opportunity, for 
Qur Information. 

39. It is alfo our cxprefs DtreAion, that you not only ftriAly attend to the Sundins Orders of the 
Company, communicated to their Prefidcncy of Fort William, but to all fuch Orders and In* 
ftruAions as the Court of DircAors have tranfmitted to the Governor and Council, or SelcA 
Commitsee the faid Prefidency, and in an efpecial Manner to thofe which any ways relate to 
forming proper Statements of our Revenues, and to the keeping of our Treafury Accounts} and if 
■any of our Orders remain unexecuted, you are to take Care that the fame be carried into Execution, 
in every Inftance wherein they have not been annulled by the before-mentioned AA of Parliament, or 
fuperfeded by our prefent Orders and InftruAions. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal SeleA Confultations, 14th December 1760. 


'T'HE Prefident lays before the Committee, the following ExtcaA of a Letter received from 
Colonel Caillaud i 


** Enfign Stables's ConduA, as an Officer, in tlx late Afiair againfi the Carrackpore Raiah, deferves 
** much Praife t and it is fo much to his Advantage, that I mud give you a Ihort Deuil of it, from 
** which I am perfuaded you will think he deferves public Thanks. 

' ** The Rajah's Buxey came and encamped with %ooo Horfe and Foot, within a Cofs and Half of 
** Mongeer. Stables had with'i|)im Three Companies of Sepoys, the Nabob's Europeans and 
** Topallfcs, about 50 or 60, and our Mogul Horfe, about a 001 with thefe he fet out about One 
** o'CWk of the Morning, and attacked the Rajah's Camp: He met there with fome Lofs, as he 
** was obliged to force a Caruer and fome Inbenchments % when he sot in, he foon drove them, 
** and kiHed them about 100 Men. The Day by this began to break, and finding his People in 
** Spirits, and defirous to follow his Blow, he marched after them the Road to Carra^pore» within 
** a Cofs or Two of the Village, the Rajah himfelf canx out with a frefh Reinforcement, rallied 
** the Runaways, and prefented a fair Battle to Stables on the Plain. On this Stables fbrmed his 
“ fmajl Body, made a very pretty Difpofition, by which he took the Rajah's Army in Flank, and 
** once more put them to the Rout. Encounmed by this further Succefs, he followed them to the 
Village, where they again rallied, and made a very obftinate Defence at the Rajah's Houfe, 
where he met with his greatefl; Lofs, but where he compleated his ViAory, by a vigorous and 
** bold Pufh. The Enemy then run in earned, and left him Mafter of the Place, which he had 
** reduced to Afhes, and returned the next Morning to Monjgeer, after a Day of no fmall Fatigue, 
** having marched Twelve Cofs, and engaged the Enemy Three Times. There is not lefs Meric 
*' in his AAion, than Modefty in his telling it: He only came out left Year a Volunteer to 
" Madras, and I brought him down to Bengal. A Paragraph in a General Letter, to his Advantage,. 
*' and defired to be communicated to him by the Commanding Officer of the Army, is, I think, 
his juft Reward, and will ftimulate others to deferve by their Behaviour fuch pleafing Marks of 
public Approbation.” 


EXTRACT of the Committee's Letter to General Caillaud^ 

The Account you have given us of Enfign Stables's ConduA againd the Carrackpore Rajah, 
has afforded us very great ^tisfsAion: We therefore defire that he may publicly be acquainted, 
chat his gallant and prudent Behaviour mod judly merits our Applaufe; and that we will not fill 
to repreimt it to our honourable Employers in its proper Colours. 


EXTRACT of ^e Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated the i9tK February 1762. 

Par. 99. It would be Imudice not to take Notice of Ehimn Stables's prudent ConduA and gal- 
lahc Behaviour againd the Carrackpore Rajah, as it is related i^yoor feleA Diary, under Date or ;he 
14th December. As you yourfeives have « jud Senfe of his Merit, we fliall expcA to hear you 
him all fitting Encouragement. PRO 
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|^‘]|l*OCEEpiNGS of the Court of Direftors relttive to the Appointment of John Stakkii' 
‘ ' Efquirt, to the Supreme Coupcil of Bengw. 

' ■ At a Court of DireAors, hdd on Wednefday the r5th Aujguft' 17^1; 

ITfc Court proceeding to the Appointment of a Member of the Supreme Council iir flicngalj, u>* 
Rbom of Philip BVancis, Efquire ; 

■ Littw fro^ Mr. Prancis at Saint Helena, dated the 29th March laft,- was read 
If tHeh/on a Motion, 

“Rerdlvdi by the Ballot, That this Coort do nominate and appoint John Stabfes, Efbuinr, td 
fuqceed to Uie O^ce in the Council of Fort William in Beneal, (eftaUifhcd by the Aft of the' 
igtl^ ^caf or His prcfenc Mdefty, and continued by the Aft of the 21ft Year of His faid Majefty), 
vacant by t^e Reflgnation or Philjp Francis, Efquire, if fuch Nomination (hall be approved by 
rtis M^efty. , 

^Hdblved, That a Memorial and Petition be prefented to His Majefty, praying that His Mi^efty 
wdf’be plealc'd to fignify His Confent, under His Maiefty’s Sign Manual, as is by the faid Aft 
reobired, that, John Sables, Efquire, may Be appointed to fuccced to the Office vacant Ta the faid 
C^ncii by the Refignation; of Philip Francis, Efquire. 

The Chairman having acquainted Mr. Stables, that the Court had appointed him a Member of 
the Supreme Council in Bengal i 

Mr. Stables,, in his Place, expreffed hy Gratitude fpr the Honour he had received; and promifed 
to exert his Abilities for the Cqppany’s Advantage, ihould His Majefty be gracioufty pkafed 
to approve of the Court’s Nominatbd. 


MEMORIAL and Petition of the Court of Direftors of the Eaft India Company, to the King 
To the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty, 

The Memofial and Petition of the Court of Direftors of the United Company of Merchants of 
England, trading to the Eaft Indies, 

Moil humbly ftiew, ' ^ 

That by an A6t of Parliament, made In the Thirteenth Year of Your Majefty’s Reign, intituled,' 
'‘,An'A« for cftabllihing certain Relations for the better Management of the AnPairs of the 
" Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Eucope,” it was (amongft other Things) Enaftcd, 
That for the Government of the Prcfidency of Fort William in Bengal, there Ihould be ap-. 
pointed a Governor General and Four CounfeHors, who arc thereby invefted with fuch Powers 
an'd'Authorities as in the fajd Aft are mentioned. And it was further Enaftcd, That Warren 
Haftings, Efquire, Ihould be the Firft Governor (^neral, and that Lieutenant General John ClavQr<« 
ing,"the rionqufablc George Montbn, Richard Harwell, and Philip Francis, Efquircs, Ihould be 
the Four Firft Counfellors, and that they, and each of them, Ihoqld have, hold, and continue in 
his ami their refpeftive Offices, for and during the Term of Five Years, from the Time of 
their Arrival, at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of the faid Pre- 
fideqey, and Ihould not be removable in the mean Time, cxccdc by Your Majefty, upon Rence- 
I'ehtation made,by the Court of Direftors of the faid Company for the Time bemg; and in caw of 
the Avoidance of the Office of fuch Governor General, by Death, Reftgnatiop, or Removal, his 
Place Ihouldi during the Remainder of the Term aforelaid, as often as the Cafe Ihould happen, be 
fupp.lied by the Perfon of the Council who ftood next in Rank to fuch Governor General; and in. 
cale of’the Death, Removal, Refignation, or Promotion of any of the faid Council, the Direftors of 
the ffid,United Company were, thereby impowered, for and during the Remainder of the faid Term 
of FWc Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Confent of Your Majefty, to be flgnified 
under Your Majefty’s Sign Manual, a Perlbn to fucceed to the Office fo become vacant w the 
faid Council. 

That at the Time of paffing the laid Aft, the faid Warren Haftings and Richard Barwell went 
m Bengal, and the faid John Clavering, George Monfon, and Philip Francis, were in England. 

I'hac the faid John Claverins, George Monfon, and Philip Francis, arrived at Fort William in 
Bengal aforefaid, on or abdut the Twentieth Day of Oftober One thoufand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-four, and thefcupon they, and the faid Warren Haftiiw and Richard Barwell, took upon 
thuin the fefpeftive Offices of Governor General and Council of the Cud Preftdency, to which tney 
were appointed by the faid Aft of Parliament as. aforelaid. 

That the faid George Monfon afterwards died, and thereupon Edward Wheler, RCquire, was duly 
appointed to fupply the Vacancy which happened in the faid Council thereby. 

That the faid Lieutenant General John Clavering (afterwards Sir John Clavering, Knight of 
the moft honourable Qrder of the Bsth) ^Ifo died, and Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Cqote (Knight 
of the mbft honourable Order of the Bath) was duly appointed to fupply the Vacancy which happened 
m the ftiid Council thereby. 

That by an Aft of Parliament, palTed in the Nineteenth, Vear of Your M^efty’s Reieq, it was • 
(amdngft otHcf Things) Ehafted, That fo modi oj ^he afprefaid A^l, Intitpled, “ An Aft for eftst, 

" blilhfng certain'I^gulationf for the better Mana^mciit'of the Affairs of i^e Eaft India CofO^ 
^ p*«T> 
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** pany, as stell in India ds in Europe,*’ as siroUld have eitpircd in the Courfe of that Year, fhduld 
be continued for another Year s and the faid laft-mcntlofted Aft was, by another Aft of Parliament 
paffed in the Twentieth Year of Your Majefty’s Reign, further enlarged for the Space of One 

That the faid Richard Harwell afterwards refighed hii Seat in the faid Council of the faid Prefi- 
dency, and John Maepherfon, Efquire, was duly appointed tO fupply the Vacailcy which happened 
in the faid Council thereby. 

That by a certain Aft of Parliament, made afld palled Iri the TWenty-firft Year of Yotir \Tsi- 
jefty’s Reign, intituled, “ An Aft for eftablilhing an Agreement with the United Company of Mcr- 
”** chants of England, trading to thcEaft Indies, for the Payment of the Sum of Four hundred thoufand 
** Pounds for the Uie of the Public, in full Difcharge and Satisfaftioh of all Claims and Demands 
** of the Public, from the Time the Bond Debt of the faid Company was reduced to One Million 
“ Five hundred thoufand Pounds, until the Firft Day of March, One thoufand Seven hundred and 

Eighty-one, in refpeft of the territorial Acquifitions and Revenues lately obtained in the Indies; 

** and alfo for fecuring to the Public, in refpeft thereof, for a Term therein mentioned,, a certain 
** Fart or Proportion of the clear Revenue and Profits of the faid Company, and for granting to the 
** faid Company for a further Term, the foie and exclufive Trade to and from the Eaft Indies, and 
** Limits therein mentioned, and for eUablifliing certain Emulations for the better Management of 
“ the Affairs of the faid Company, as well in India as in Europe, and the recruiting the Military 
“ Force of the faid Company after reciting, as therein is recited, it is among other Things 
Enaftcd, That the Perlbn and Perfons who, at the Time of palling the faid lalt-mentioned Aft, 
ihould have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Governor General and Counfellors of the faid Pre- 
lidency, Ihould hold and continue in his and their refpeftivc Offices for and during the Continuance 
of the faid laft-mentioned Aft, and Ihould not be rcmovcablc in the mean Time, except by Your 
Majefty, Your Heirs and SuccelTors, upon Reprefentation made by the Court of Direftors of the 
faid United Company, and Ihould have and enjoy all and fingular the Powers and Authorities 
veiled by the faid Aft in the Firll Governor General and Four Piril Counfellors by the faid Aft 
^pointed, and Ihould be fubjeft to the fame Reftriftions and Limitations as by the faid Aft the 
F^irft Governor General and Firft Four Counfellors were made fubjeft t and that in cafe of the 
Avoidance of the Offices of fuch Governor General, or any of the CounlelJors, fuch Office Ihould 
be refpeftively fupplied in the fame Manner as the fame C 3 ffice would by the faid Aft have been 
fupplied during the Remainder of the faid Term of Five Years, which was computed from the Time 
that the Firft Governor General and Four Firft Counfrilors took upon them the Government of the 
faid Frefidency. . - ' • 

That Philip Francis, Ef^ire, hath refigned his Seat in the faid Council at the faid Frefidency, 
and hath figntfied fuch his Refignation to your Petitioners, by a Letter wrote by him, ahd dated 
from Saint Helen^ a9th March laft. 

That your Petitioners are delirous that John Stables, Efquire, Ihould fucceed to the faid Va¬ 
cancy which hath happened in the faid Council of the faid Frefidency of Fort William in Bengal, by 
the Relignation of the faid Philip Francis j and thereupon the faid Court of Direftors, by Warrant 
or Commfffion under their Hands, bearing Date this Day, have nominated and apTOinttd the 
faid John Stables to fucceed to the Office in the faid Council, fo become vacant by the Refignation 
of the faid Philip Francis. 

Your Petitioners therefore moft humbly pray, Your Majefty will be pleafed to fignify 
fuch Confent by Your M^efty’s Royal Sign Manual, as by the faid Aft is required, 
to the faid Appointment of the faid John Stables, to be One of the Council of the 
faid Frefidency, as aforefaid, 

And your Petitioners lhall ever pray, 

jofeph Sparkes, 

John Smith, 

John Townfon, 

22 Auguft 1781, L. Darrell, 

John Hunter, 

John Roberts, 

Richard Hall, 

James Moffat, 

Henry Savage, 


His Majefty’* Approbation of the Appointment of John Stables, Efquire, as Member of the 
.1; Supreme Council in Bengal, 

(Copy.) , ' / ■ . ^ 

GEORGE R. ; 

Geo^ the Third, by the Grace, of God King of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defehdei' 
of the Futji, &c.—To all tOijiybom thefe Pitfcnts lhall come. Greeting:—Whereas by an Aft of 
Parliament, made in the Thirteenth Year of Our Reign (and continued by an Aft of Parliament 
made in the Nineteenth Yeariof Our Reign, and ahb' Dy an Aft of Parliament made in the Twen- 
0SL. Com. Rep. IX. C tieth 


Lawrence Sulivan, Chairman, 
Will" James Dep*^ Chairman, 
George Cuming, 

George Tatem, 

John Manlhip, 

Tho' Cheap, 

Will" George Freeman, 
Francis Baring, 

John Harrifon. 
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tith Year of Our Reign) intituled, An A& for eftablilhii^ certain Regulations for the better 
** Management of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” it 
was among other Things enaAed, That for die Government of the Prefidency of Fort William, 
in Bengal, there fhould be appointed a Governor General and Four Counfellors; And, whereas by a 
certain A& of Parliament, made and paffcd in the Twenty-firft Year of Our Reign| it is among 
other Things enaAed, That the Perfon and Perfons, who at the Time of the paHlng the faid la(t> 
mentioned Aft (hould have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Governor General and Counfellors of 
the fud Prefidency, fhould bold and continue in hU and their refpeftive Offices for and ducing the 
Continuance of the faid Ull>mentioned Aft, and fhould not be removeabk in the mean Time, except 
as is therein excepted: 

tables, Efquire—Approbation., 

And whereas the Place and Office of One of the Counfellors of the faid Governor General and 
Council of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, is become vacant, as it is faid, by the Rcfig. 
nation of Philip Francis, Eibuire, one of the Counfellors conftituted and continued by the aforefaid 
Afts» and the Court of Direftors of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the 
Eaft indies, hath thereupon, by virtue of the Power conferred upon the faid Court by the faid Afts, 
nominated and appointed John Stables, Efquire, to fuccced to the faid Office, (b become vacant in 
the faid Council, and hath humbly befought Us, that We would vouclifafe to confent uoto and ap¬ 
prove fuch their Nomination and Appointment: Now Wc, having efpecial Truft and Confident- 
in the Loyalty and Ability of the faid John Stables, have thought fit to confent onto and approve of 
fuch their Nomination and A|^intment j and Wc do hereby, according to the Power referved unto 
Us, in and b^ the faid Afts, for Us, our Heirs, and Succeflbrs, confent unto, approve, and confirm 
the faid Nomination and Appointment of him the faid John Stables to be one of the laid Coun- 
fellora, in the Place and Stead of the faid Philip Francis as aforefaid. Given at our Court at St. 
James’s, thcFirft Day of September 1781, in the Twenty-firft Year of Our Reign. 

By His Majefty’s-Command, 

Stormont. 
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PAPERS relative to the Nomination of Meffiri. Stuart and Sulivan, to fuccced to Vacancies in tl^ 
Supreme Council. 

At a Court of Direftors held on Wedneliday the 15th Auguft 1781 ^ 

It was, on ftparate Motions, 

*0 ESOLVED by the Ballot, That this Court do nominate and appoint the honeuraUe Charles 
Stuart to fuccced to the Firft Vacancy, and Stephen Sulivan, Efquire, to fuccecd to the 
Second Vacancy, which (hall happen in the Council of Fort William in Bengal (cftablilhcd by the 
Aft of the 13th Year of His prefent Majefty, and continued by the faid Aft of the 21ft Year of 
His kid Majefty) if fuch Nomination Ihall be approved by His Majefty. 

Refolved, That a Memorial and Petition be prefented to His Majefty, praying, that His Majefty 
will be pleafed to fignify His Confent under His Majefty’s Sign Manual, that the honourable 
Charles Stuart and Stephen Sulivan, Efquire, may be appointed fo to fuccecd, whenever Vacancies 
fhall happen in the faid Council. 


At a Court of Direftors, held on Wedoefday the 19th September 1781 j 

The Court’s AppoioVnent of the honourable Charles Stuart and Stephen Sulivan, Efquire, to 
fucceed to Vacancies ip the Supreme Council: Alio, 

Petition praying His Majeuy would confirm the faid Appointment, were read) approved, and 

fign^ 

To all to whom thde Prefents ihall come. We the underwriiten, being Dimftors for the Affairs 
of the tJnited Company of Merchants of England trading co the Eaft Indies, fend Greeting: 
Whereas in and by a certain Aft of Parliament, made and pafiM in the 13 th Year of the Reign) of 
His prefent Majefty, intituled, ** An Aft for eftablifliing certain Regulations for the better Manage- 
** ment of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India u in Europe,” it was, amongft 
other Tbin^ -Enafted, That for the G o verttme n t of the Tr^dency of‘Fort William in Bengal, 
Jboum be appointed a Govei^ General and Four CowireHOrs't who were thereby in. 
viffi fuch Powers aqd- Aothorities is in the laid Aftare mentipiied: Attd by the laid Aft, the 
FJm Governor General and the Four firft CouidcRori of the i(lid^^]|t«fidency were named» 

5 ^ 
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were holdand oondmie m bis and dmr re^£^ve Offices for and during the Term of Five Yean* 
from ctte Time of cfacir Arrival at Fort Williani'in Sengat, and taking upon them the Government 
of the laid Prefideac^, and were not to be removable in the mean Tknfe, exc^t by His Majefty, His 
Heirs and Succsefibrs, upoJi Reprefenution made by the Courrof Direftors of the faid United Com* 
pany for the Tiow being. And in cafe of the Death, Removal, Refignation, or Promotion of anf 
of the faid Council, the Oitedtors of the faid United Company 'ilrere thereby empowged, for and 
duri^ the Remainder of the faid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with 
the Coofent of His Majefty, Hit Heirs and SuccefTors, to be fignified under His or their Sign 
Manua^ a Peefon to fMceed to the Office (a become vacant in the laid Council. And whereas by 
atxrtain Adt of Parliament, made and palTed in the aift Year of His prrfent M»cfty*s Reign, 
intituled, “ An Aft for eftablifliing an Agreement with the United Company of Merchants of 
“ England trading to the Eaft Indies, for the Payment of the Sum of iC. 400,000 for the Ufc of 
*' the Public, in full Difcharge and Satisfaftion of all Claims and Demands of the Public, from 
** the Time the Bond Debt was reduced to jC- 1,500,000 Until the ifl; Day of March 17S1, in re- 
*' (peft of the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues llately obtained in the Eaft Indies *, and alfo 
“ for fecuring to the Public, in refpeft thereof, for ia Term therein mentioned, a certain Parc 
or Proportion of the clear Revenues and Profiu of the faid Company i and for granting 
the faid Company, for a further Term, the foie and exclufive Trade to and from the 
** Eaft Indies and Limits therein mentioned-, and for eftablifliing certain Regulations for 
** the better Management of the Affairs of the faid Company, as well in India as in Europe, 
** and the recruiting the Military Forces of the faid Company,” it was, amongft ocher Things, 
Enafted, That the Perfon and Perfons who, at the Time of palTmg the faid laft-mcntioned 
Aft, ihould have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Governor General and Counfellors of 
the faid Prejidcncy, fliould hold and continue in his and their fefppftive Offices for and dur¬ 
ing the Continuance of the faid Aft now in Recital, and fliould be removable in the mean 
Time, except by His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, upon Rcprefentacion made by the Court 
of Direftors for the faid United Compaiw for the Time being, and fli6uld have and enjoy all and 
Angular the Powers and Authorities vemd by the faid Aft in the Firft Governor General and 
Four Firft Counfellors, by the faid Aft appointed, and fliould be fubjeft to the fame Rettriftions 
and Limitations as by the faid Aft the Firft Governor General and Four Firft Counlcllors were 
made fubjeft} and that in cafe of the Avoidance of the Office of fuch Governor General, or any 
of the faid Counfellors, fuch Office fliould be refpeftively fupplied in the fame Manner as thb 
fame Office would by the faid Aft have been fupplicd, during the Remainder of the Term of Five 
Years, which was computed from the Time that the Fi?ft Governor General and Four Firft 
Councilors took upon them the Government of the faid Prefidency. And by the faid Aft, after 
reciting that it mignt be inconvenient to fpffitr the Qffice of a Counfellor pf the faid Prefidency of 
j^ort William in Bengal to remain vacant till the fame could be fppplied in England after the 
Advice of fuch Vacancy •, it was therefore Enafted, That it fliould be lawful for the Direftors of 
the faid Company, and they were thereby empowered, from Time to Time, to nominate and ap¬ 
point, by and with the Coni'enc of His Majefly, His Heirs and Succeffors, to be fignifled under 
nis or their Sign Manual, One or Tyvo Perfons, to fucceed refpeftively to the Office of a Counfellor 
of the faid Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, whenever a Vacancy fliould happen in that Office, 
by any of the Ways in the faid recited Aft mentioned, and to declare which of the faid Two 
Perfons Ihould firft fucceed to the faid Office of a Councilor; and upon the Firft Vacany of that 
Office, the faid Perfons refpeftively fliould fucce^ thereto accordingly, and have all and every 
the Powers and Authorities of a Counfellor of the faid Prefidency df Fort William in Bengal, in 
like Manner as if he had been appointed thereto after a Vacancy had happened as by the laid 
recited Afts may more at large appear. And whereas, according to the latcft Advices received, 
Warren Haftings, Efquirc, was then Governor General of the faid Prefidency of Fort William in 
Bengal, and Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, Knight of the moft honourable Order of the 
Bath, Edward Wheler, Efauire, and John Maepherfon, Efquirc, were then Counfellors of the faid 
Prefidency, and John Stables, Efquire, hath been lately appointed to be One of the Counfellors 
of the faid Prefidency, in the room of Philip Francis, Eiquire, who hath refigned the Office of 
one of the faid Counfellors; which faid Office the faid John Stables is to take upon him, hold, 
and enjoy, from the Time of his Arrival at Fort William in Bengal: And whereas the Court of 
Direftors of ^e laid United Comjpany think it expedient, and are defiFOUs, that Two other Perfons 
Ihould be anointed to fucceed refpeftively to the Oflice of a Counfellor of the faid Prefidency: Now 
know ye, Toac we, repofing efpecial Truft and Confidence in the Fidelity, Prudence, Juftice, and 
Circumfpeftion, of the honourable Charles Stuart, and Ste|>hen Sulivan, Efquire, have nominated 
and ap|)ointed, and by thefe Prefonts ([purfuant to the Power vefted in us, as Direftors of the 
laid United Cooipanyt in and by the laid laft-recited Aft of Parliament) do nominate and appoint, 
the faid Charles Stuart and Stephen Sulivan to fucceed refpeftively to the Office of a Counfellor 
of the faid Prejfidency of Fort William in Bengal, upon any Vacancy which hath happened fince 
the Refignation of the faid Philip Francis, or hereafter fliall happen in that Office, by any of the 
Ways in the laid Firft-recited.Aft mentioned: And we do declare, that the faid Charles Stuart 
(if he (hall then be living) (hall firft fuqcMd to the faid Office of a Counfellor of the faid Prefidency, 
and the faid Steifoen Sulivan jfoall fucceed to the next Vacancy s and in cafe the faid Charles 
Stuart fliali bapMn to die before .any Vacancy Ihidl happen, then the faid Stephen Sulivan (hall 
(^^cceed tp t^ Firft Vatiagoy. And we do hereby declare, That from the Time the faid Charles 

Stuart, 
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Stuart and Stephen Sulivan (hall refe^ivety take upon them the f«d Office' of a ^hfellor of 
the faid Prefidency, they (ball rerpeftively have and enjoy the Salary theretneo belon^'ng. And 
we do hereby authorize and empower the faid Gharlea Staan and Stephen Sulivan ref|^ively» 
from the Time of their taking the faid Office of a Counfellor of the taid Prefidency upon them, 
to do, execute, confent to, tranfaft, and perforin, all and every the Bufinefi aixl<Affiiirs of the 
faid United Company, as one of the Counfellors of the faid Prefidency, in fuch Mannef and Form, 
and fubjcA to fuch Order and Controul, as in the laid recited Afts of Parliament are relpeflively 
mentioned, fn Witnefs whereof we have hereunto fet our Hands this 19th Day of September, in 
the zift Year of the Reign of His Mofi Excellent M^efty King Geoige the Third, by the Grace 
of God of Great Britain, France, and Ireland King, Defender of the Faith, and lb forth, and in 
the Year of our Lord, 1781. 

Henry Savage, Lawrence Sulivan, Chairman, 

Fran. Baring, William James, Deputy D*, 

J* Townfon, John Hunter, 

W* Geo. Freeman, John Harrifoi^ 

Ja* Moffat, Thomas Cheap, 

Jofeph Sparkes, Ben. Booth, 

R. Hall, John Roberts, 

Rob' Gr^ry, L. Darell, 

W* Mills, jun*. George Tatem. 


To the King’s moft Excellent Majefiy, 

The Memorial and Petition of the Court of Direflors of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, 

Mod humbly (hew. 

That in and by a certain ASt of Parliament, made and palTed irr the TMrteenth Year of Your 
Majefty’s Reign, intituled, An A£t for efiablilhing certain Regulations for the better Manage^ 
“ ment of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” it was, amongfl 
other Things, Enafted, That for the Government of the Frefitfcncy of Fort William in Bcn^, 
there Ihould be appointed a Governor General and Four Counfellors, who were thereby invefied with 
fuch Powers and Authorities as in the faid Aft are mentioned j and by the faid Aft, the Firft Go¬ 
vernor General and the Four Firft Counfellors of the faid Prefidency were named, who were to hold 
and continue in his and their refpeftive Offices for and during the Term of Five Years, from the 
Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of 
the faid Prefidency •, and were not to be removable in the mean Time, except by Your Majefty, Your 
Heirs and SuccefTors, upon Reprefentation made by the Court of Direftors of the faid United 
Company for the Time oeing: And in cafe of the Death,. Removal, Refignation, or Promotion 
of any of the faid Council, the Direftors of the faid United Company were thereby empowered, 
for and during the Remainder of the faid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by 
and with the Confent of Your Majefty, Your Heirs and SuccefTors, to be fignified under Your 
Mjjefty’s or their Sign Manual, a Perfon to fucceed to the Office fo become vacant in the faid 
Council. 

That by a certain Aft of Parliament, made and pafTed in the Twenty-firft Year of Your Ma¬ 
jefty’s Reign, intituled, “ An Aft for eftablifhing an Agreement with the United Company of 
“ Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, for the Payment of the Sum of,iC. 400,000 for 
“ the Ufc of the Public, in full Difcharge and Satisfaftion of all Claims and Demands of the 
“ Public, from the Time the Bond Debt of the faid Company was reduced to £. 1,500,000 until 
“ the ift Day of March 1781, in refpeft of the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues lately 
“ obtained in the Eaft Indies; and alio for fecuring to the Public, in refpeft thereof, for a Term 
“ therein mentioned, a certain Part or Proportion of the clear Revenues and Profits of the faid 
” Company; and for granting to the faid Company, for a further Time, the fol^ and exclufive Trade 
“ to and from the Eaft Indies, and Limits therein mentioned; and for eftablifhing certain Re- 
“ gulations for the better' Management of the Affairs of the faid Company, as Well in India as in 
“ Europe, and the recruiting the Military Forces of the faid Company it was, atnon^ other 
Things, Enafted, That the rerfon and Perfons who, at the Time of paffing the faid laft-mentioned 
Aft, ftiould have and enjoy the Office and Offices of Governor General and Counfellors of the faid 
Prefidency, ihould hold ahd continue in his and their refpeftive Offices for and during the Conti¬ 
nuance of the faid Aft now in recital, and fhould not be removably in the mean Time; except by 
Your Majefty, Your Heirs and Succeffiors, upon Reprefentation made by the Court bf Direftora of 
the faid United Company for the Time being, and fhould have and enjoy- all aiid'fihgular the 
Powers and Authorities veiled by the faid Aft in the Firft Governor General dpd T^ur, Firfir 
Counfellors, by the faid Aft appointed, and fhould be fubjeft to the fame Rbftiiftiehs 9nc|[ JLimir 
Cations as by the faid Aft the Firft Governor Genefd and Four Fii'ft ’Counfetlbrs were madi 
fubjeft: And that in cafe of the Avoidance Of the Office of fuch Governor Genefal, or knyof the 
3 f*fi 
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faid CounUllors, fuch‘Office Ihoulcj be refpeftively fupplied In the fame Manner as the fame Office 
would by the faid Aft have been fuppiicd, xiuring the Remainder of the Term of Five Years, which 
was computed from'theTimc that the Firfk Gdvernor General-and Four Firft Counfellors took upon 
them the Government of the faid Prefidency. And by the faid Aft, after reciting that it might 
be inconvenitnt to‘ filffer the Office of a Counfellor of the faid Prefidency of Fort William in 
Bengal to rematni vacant till the fame could be fupplied in England after the Advic&pf fuch 
Vacancy, it was* therefore Enafted, That it ffiould be lawful for the Direftors of the faid Com¬ 
pany, and they were thereby empowered, from Time to Time, to nominate and appoint, by and 
with the Confent of Your Majmy, Your Heirs and Succeffors, to be fignificd under Your 
Majc^*s of their Sign Manual, One or Two Perfons to fuccecd refpeftivcly to the Office of a 
Counfellor of the faid Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, whenever a Vacancy fhould happen 
in that Office, by any of the Ways of the faid recited Aft mentioned, and to declare which of the 
faid Two Perfons Ihould firft fucceed to the faid Office of a Counfellor > and upon the Firft Vacancy 
of that Office the faid Perfons refpeftively .Ihould fucceed- thereunto accordingly, and have all 
and every the Powers and Authorities of a Counfellor of the faid Prefidency of Fort William in 
Bengal, in like Manner as if he had been appointed thereto after a Vacancy had happened; as by the 
faid recited Afti may more at large appear. 

That according to the lateft Advices received, Warren Haftings, Efquire, was then Governor 
General of the faid Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, and Lieutenant General Sir Eyre Coote, 
Knight of the moft noble Order of the Bath, Edward Wheler, Efquire, and John Macpherlbn, 
Efquire, were then Cbonfellors bf the faid Prefidency, and John Scabies, Efquire, hath been lately 
appointed to be one of the Counfellors of the faid Prefidency, in the room of Philip Francis, Ef- 
quire, who hath refi^ned the> Office of one of the faid Counfellors *, which faid Office the faid John 
Stables is to take upon him, hold, and enjoy, from the Time of his Arrival at Fort William in 
Bengal. . .. 

That your Petitioners are defirous, and think it expedient, that Two other Perfons Ihould be 
appointed to fucceed refpeftively to the Office of a Counfellor of the faid Prefidency •, and there¬ 
upon your Petitioners (purfuant to the Power vefted in them as Direftors of the faid United 
Company in and by the (aid laft recited Aft of Parliament) by a certain Warrant or Commiffion 
under their Hands, bearing Date this Day, have nominated the honourable Charles Stuart and 
Stephen Sulivan, Efquire, to fucceed ref^ftivdy to the Office of a Counfellor of the faid Pre¬ 
fidency of Fort William’in Bengal, upon any Vacancy which hath happened fince the Refignation 
of the faid Philip Francis, or which hereafter may happen in that Office by any of the Ways in 
the faid'Firft reotfed Aft mentioned; And your Petitioners did thereby declare, that the faid 
Charles Stuart (if he ffiouM then be living) (hould firft fucceed to the faid Office of Counfellor of 
the faid Prefidency, and the faid Stephen Sulivan ihould fucceed to the next Vacancy; and in cafe 
the faid Charles Stuart fliould happen to die before any Vacancy Ihould happen, then the faid Ste- 
plKn Sulivan (hould fucceed to the Firft Vacancy. 

Your Petitioners, therefore, moft humbly pray Your Majefty will be gracioully pleafed 
to fignify fuch Confent by Your Majefty’s Royal Sign Manual, as by the faid laft- 
mentioned Aft is required, to the faid Appointment of the faid Charles Stuart and 
• Stephen Sulivan retpeftivfty, -to fucceed to the Office of a Counfellor of the faid 
Prefidency, in Manner aforefaid. 

' And your Petitioners (hall ever pray, &c. 


Hen' Savage, 

Fran. Baring, 

Jn* Townfon, 

W* Geo. Freeman, 
•Jofeph ^arkes, 

Ja* Monatr, 
k" Hall, 

Rob* Gregory, 
William Mills, Jun^ 


Lawrence Sulivan, Chairman, 
William James, Deputy D*. 
John Hunter, 

John Harrtfon, 

Thomas Cheap, 

Ben. Booth, , 

John Roberts, 

L. Darcll, Jun'. 

George Cuming.' 
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PAPE R S relativei to. )^r.-.Charles Stuart having received Prefents from the Ranny of Burdwan. 

EXTRACT of ihe’R^hu 4 Letter from Bengal, dated the 2 ift M^rch 1775. 

Par. aS.lJ AVING received from Bridjoo KilTore a Petition, praying for an Examination to be made 
into theCharMs preferred againft him 1 ^ the Ranny of Burdwan, we tranfmitted it to 
her, and required that (he Ihould make good her fpecihe Charges againft him, within the limited Time 
^ Sel, Com. Rep. IX. D ' of 
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of Thirty Days, or we flvjuld proceed to his Acquittal: We alfo informed her, that unleA flie Ihoukl 
be «ble to give iome fatisfador/ Reafons for having exprefled her Apprebenfions of her own and 
her Son’s Life, we fliould chink lictle>Credic was to be given to any ocher Part of his Petition. 

She accordingly prefented to us a Letter, accompanied with fundry Accounts, fpecifying 
Em^zzlements, ana chat Sums had unjuftly been paid away by Bridjoo Kiffore, to fundry of the 
Company’s principal Servants and others therein mentioned. Theie Papers are entered at large on 
our Proceedings, together with our Reaibns for deputing Mr. Elliot, the Superintendant or the 
Khalla Reeortb, to the Ranny, immediately to aiceruin the Originality of them. 

30. Hie Report is alfo entered, together with our feveral Opmions and Debates on this Subject 
and a» oor further Refoluctons are alto recorded ac large, and too voluminous to be particularized 
m this Addrefs, we muft refer you to them ; obfervingr only, that the Board being or Opinion that 
the Ranny’s Requeft to have a Day fixed for herielf, the Rajah, and her Servants to receive the 
Khelaut, which the Board underftood to be caAomary, might be complied with, the Governor 
General deeming it an Jhdignity offered to him, declared be would not fummon a Council for that 
Purpofe. 

31. A Debate arifing upon this Declaration, the Governor General gave it as bis Opinion, that 
he had the foie Authority of fummoning and diflblving the Meetings of the Council, and the Ma>- 
jority were of a contrary Opinion. 

32. The Board remvmg to call before them Bridjoo Kiflbre and Roopnarain Cbowdry, the 
Governor General declared that he diflblved the Meeting of the Board, a^ chat he would not 
acknowledge the Proceedings of the Members in his Abfence to be legal; but the remaining 
Members being of Opinion that this Declaration expreffed nothing but tne fiogle Opinion of tlie 
Governor General, continued to fit, and on his withdrawing voted General Clavering, the Senior 
Member prefent, into the Chair. 

38. Adjudging, for feveral Reafons that arc fet forth in a Minute from Colonel Monfon, that 
Bridjoo KilTore had been an unworthy and unthrifty Servant to the Rajah of Burdwan, and an im¬ 
proper Perfon to be employed by the Company, or to hold any Office of Confidence near the Ra¬ 
jah, we rcfolvcd to difmifs him from the Rajah’s Service, and to permit the Rani^ to appoint fuch 
Perfons as Ihe might think proper for the Superintendance of the Rajah’s Education, or his 
Houfhold. 

39. The Rajah of Burdwan attendit^, agreeably to the former Refolutions of the Board, to receive 
the Invefiiturc, he was accordingly pretontw with it by General Clavering, then in the Chair as eldeft 
Member prefent. And having communicated to the Rajah the Refolutions we had taken of dirmifl*- 
ing Bridjoo KiObre from his Service, we direfted our Secretary to wait on the Ranny, and deliver to 
her our Recommendation of Lolla Cofball Chund and Roopnarain Chowdry, prefenting her at 
the fame Time with the Drefles allotted for herfelf and her ^rvants ; who having given him a 
Nuzzer of Nine Gold Mohurs, as a Token of RefpeA to the Board, he delivered it to us, and we 
have ordered it to be paid into the Khalfa Treafury with thofe which had been prefented by the 
Rajah. 


EXTRACT of the Revenue Letter from-Bengal, dated 16th May 1775. 

Par. 45. In thefe feparate Proceedings you will alfo find recorded the particular Accounts which 
have b^n delivered on Behalf of the Ranny of Burdwan, of the Embezzlements before pointed 
out to your Notice, in the 39th Paragraph of our Letter by the Anfon. 


EXTRACT of the feparate Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, 
in their Revenue Department, lath May 1775. 

Read the following Petition and Inclofures from the Vackeel of the Rajah of Burdwan : 

To the honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Prefident and Governor, &c. 

Council of Revenue. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I beg Leave to tnelefe the following Papers, which are all the Accounts of Embezzlements} 
which the Peifhkar Roopnarain Chowdry has been hitherto able to make out from Bridjoo KifTore’s 
Books, or rather Leaves. In order to bring the Burdwan Tranfaftions under one Point of View, 
1 have brought into theft Accounts, what 1 fix-merty delivered into Cdnfulta^ on the loth March 
laft. 

3. An Account, Particulars of Money unjuftly taken by Mr. Stuart during the Time of his Re- 
fidence at Burdwan, from the Month of AiTar 1175 to Jait of the Year 1180, Bengal Style. 

II. An Account of Money unjuflly taken by Colliperfaud Bofe, Banian to the honourable 
Charles Stuart, Efquire, at Burdwan, thro* (he Means of Bridjoo Kiflbre Roy, from Bengal Year 
1175 to 1181 following. 


The 







The PARTICULARS of the Money and Jewels, &c. unjuftly taken by Bobanychurn Mitter, from the Rannyioun Cafli, as per Account given by her, from 

Bengal Year 1174 to the Bengal Year iiSc. 
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1179. 

Augun ^ — — Ditto, Ditto — — •— — — 1,167 

Cheytc — ^ — Ditto, Ditto — •— — — 1,056 




Received by CollypcriUud Bofe, from the Rannee’s own Cafhj from Bengal Year 1175, Bengal 

Year 1179 — — — — — — .T”a” 

Ditto, by Ditto, through the Hands of Rammoo Pordar, Account Batta, on the 18th Augun, in 
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(Signed by) Roopnarain, Chowdry, 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan, 
the a4th April 1775. 

T he Burdviran Salt Accounts, which were ordered to be jprepared by the Dewans at our laft 
Meeting, are now laid before the Boards and -entered as follows: 


A STATEMENT 



A S TAT E M E N T of the Advances iffued from the Treafury Office to the Salt Contra£lor of Burdwan, compared with the Accounts of the Contraftor. 
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The Board obrcrve, that the above Accounts corrcfpond with each other in every Article, ex¬ 
cept the Advance Under Date the 5th Maug 1179, which ftands in the Treafury Accounts at 
Rupees 70,000, and in the Contradiors Account at 45,000 Rupees j the Difference therefore 
is Rupees 25,000: And the Dewans arc interrogated as follows regarding the Difpofal ot 
this Sum: 

Queftion to the Company’s Dewan. 

In the Treafury Accounts under Date the 5th Maug 1179, or the 18th January 1773, 
tlicrc appears an Advance to the^Zemindar of Burdwan, on Account of the Salt Coa- 
tradl, the Sum of Rupees 70,000, and he gave Credit only for Rupees 45,000 j How 
arifes this Difference ? 

Anfw. I am ignorant of the Tranfaftion, as I was not Dewan at the Time. 

Queft. To tltc Zemindary Dewan. 

Do you know how the above Difference arifes ? 

Anfw. I gave Credit for the Amount I received; the Remainder of the Sum was not advanced 
me; but I fuppofe the Cazanchees are acquainted with the Difpofal of the Amount. 


The Cazanchee’s Mohurcr is in confequence called before the Board, and queftioned as 
follows: 

Q«ft. What is your Name ? 

Anfw. Ram Caunt. 

Queft. Where is the Cazanchee ? 

Anfw. There is no one here at prefent who afts in that Capacity on the Part of the Rajah j the 
Carcoon Dutteram Dutt, is at Calcutta. 

Q^eft. Where does he refide, at Calcutta ? 

Anfw. I do not know. 

Ram Caunt being duly fworn, is afleed the following ^eftions: 

Queft. It appears from the Burdwan Treafury Account, under Date the 5th Maug 
1179,01 the rath January 1773, that the Sum of Rupees 70,000 was iflued from 
the Treafury to the Zemindar, on Account Salt Advances, and he gives Credit only 
for 45,000 Rupees j what is become of the remaining Rupees 25,000 ? 

Anfw. I will look at my Account, and inform you. 

Queft. Do you remember any thing regarding the Difpofal of this Sum ? 

Anfw. Three Years have clapfed fmcc the Tranfaiftion na^ened, and I cannot recollcft 
without referring to my Accounts.—Upon referring to his Papers, he gave the following 
Anfwcr. ^ 

Anfw. The Sum of 45,000 Rupees was paid to the Zemindar, and the remaining Rupees 
25,000 is inferted in the Account, under the Name of CoUy Perfaud Bhofe. 

Queft. Who was CoUy Perfaud Bhofe, and in what Capacity did he aft ? 

Anfw. He was the Mutfudy of Mr. Stuart, who was then Chief. 

Queft. Is this all the Information you can give regarding the 25,000 Rupees? 

Anfw. This is all, 

Indurnarain Bhofe is called before the Board, and interrogated as follows: 

Queft. What is your Occupation ? 

Anfw. I am a Mohurer in the Treafury Office. 

Being duly fworn, and alkcd the fame Queftion that was put to Ram Caunt, regard^ 
ing the Difpofal of the 25,000 Rupees, unaccounted for by the Burdwan Salt Contraftor; 
he replies, 

Anfw. The Sum of 25,000 Rupees is inferted in Account under the Name of Colly Perfaud 
Bliofe, Mr. Stuart’s Mutfedee. I know nothing further regarding the Tranfaftion. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Revenue, the 
3d May 1775. 

I'he following further Queftions are put to Colly Perfaud Bhofe: 

Queft. Was you not Mutfuddie in the Year 1179, to the then Chief of Burdwan ^ 

Anfw. 1 was his Servant Eleven Years. 

Queft. Ram Caunt, the Cazanchy’s Mohrir at Burdwan, has faid, tbut in an Advance of 
70,000 Rupees to the Zemindar of Burdwan, on Account of Salt, 45,000 Rupees was 
only paid to him, and that 25,000 Rupees ftands inferted in the Account as paid to 
Colly Perfaud Bhofe—arc you the Perfon who received that Money? 

Anfw. It is not true; I never took fo large a Sum; the Particulars are voluminous, and I will 
anfwer them in an Arzec, 

Agreed 


6 
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Agreed in Confequence, that the following furdier Paragraph be added to our Letter of thi» 
Day to the Provincial Council of Burdwan: 

Having difpatched Colly Perfaud Bhofe to you, agreeably to our Letter of 28 th ultimo, we dire^ 
that you inquire into the TranfadUoa of the 25,000 Rupees, faid to have been taken by him, 
being Part of the Advance of 70,000 Rupees to the Zemindar on Account of his Salt Contract 
with Government. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Revenue, 
the 29th May 1775. 

Read the following Letters and Enclofures from the Provincial Council of Revenue of 
Burdwan. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquirc, Governor General, &c. Council of Revenue, 
Fort William. 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

Colly Perfaud Bofc being arrived here, we have, in Conformity to your Orders of the 3d In- 
ftant, interrogated him regarding the Appropriation of the Sum of 25,000 Rupees, being the De¬ 
ficiency of Salt Advance to the Burdwan Contractor in the Bengal Year 1179 i and inclofed we 
tranfmit you Extract of our Proceedings on this Subject. 

We arc, with RefpeCt, 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient humble Servants, 

Edward Stephenfon, 

Burdwan, (Signed) John Rofewell, 

19th May 1775. Matt* Dawfon. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council of Revenue at Burdwan, 
the 19th May 1775. 

Colly Perfaud Bhofe attending, in confequence of our Orders entered on Confultation 15th In- 
ftant, and being duly fworn, is interrogated as follows, regarding the Sum of 25,000 Rupees 
Deficiency of Salt Advance to the Burdwan Contractor, as appears from a Statement of Advances 
entered on our Proceedings of the 24th ultimo. 

Queft. There appears in the Burdwan Treafury Account of the 5th Maug 1179, or 
the 18th January 1773 an Advance, of 70,000 Rupees iflued to the Zemindar on Ac¬ 
count of his Salt Contract wy . Govcrmticnt } of which Sum he only gives Credit for 
45,000 Rupees; The Mohi^rs depofe upon Oath, that the remaining Sum of 25,000 
is inferted in their Accounts as paid to you j Did you receive this Sum or Hot ? 

Anfw. I did receive it. 

Queft. In what Manner was it appropriated ? 

Anfw. In 1179 an Order came from the Council at Calcutta to Mr. Stuart, advifing him that 
the Salt was to be bought for the Company} which he was ordered to publilli, and tranfmit them 
the Propofals that might be delivered in to contraCb for its Provifion. Mr. Stuart accordingly 
fent a Copy of the Order to be hung up at the Cutcherry, Bridjoo Kiftbre Roy, the Rajah's Dewan, 
gave in Propofals, which Mr. Stuart icnt to the Council} which meeting their Approbation, the 
Contraft was given to the Rajah. Before this, Mr. Stuart told the Dewan, “ fVe on a joint Concern 
have large Bounces * in the Hands of the MolungbieSy which you mujl recover from them" This the 
Dewan agreed to after the Contraft had been confirmed to the Rajah, and fome Advances had 
been made. Mr. Stuart faid. My Salt Bufinefs is all clofed and the Balances fettled, which you 
muft pay me. The Dewan replied. Get me an Account of the Balances} all that are juft and the 
AfTamies acknowledge, I will difeharge. Mr. Stuart wrote to his own Gomaftah, ordering him 
to procure, and fend him with all E^xpedition, Information regarding the Balance. When Mr. 
Stuart received the Information, the Dewan was accordingly made acquainted with it, and he de- 
fired Mr. Stuart to take at that Time a Part Payment of the Amount, and faid. What might re¬ 
main aftwr his Gomaftah had examined the Papers, he would pay. After this 70,000 Rupees was 
ordered to be advanced for the Salt Contraft, of which, 45,000 Rupees was received by the Dewan, 
and 25,000 Rupees kept by Mr. Stuarty with the Dewan’s Confent. Mr. Stuart then ordered me to 
take this Money, wuch I did. Two or Three Days after Mr. Stuart divided this 25,00© RupeeSy 
and paid to the other Gentlemen concerned in the Joint Trade their refpeftive Proportions, je- 
ferving his own Share for himfelf. Some Days after this Mr. Stuart went to Calcutta, and the 


* Tlfit cannot be admitted, being exprefily againft the Regulations. 


Dewan 
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t)ewaft went Hkewife Six of Seven Days followings where he and Mr. Stuart had {bme DifcoUrfe 
regarding this 25,000 Rupees j when tbt Devon denied ibhat be bod Joid before, and tmplami 
againfi Mr. Stuart at tbe Kbalja. Mr. Stuart was willing to fay Uu as much of the 25,000 as he 
bad received for his own Share, and wanted tbe other Gentp/nkn t» do tbe fame, bsit they would not 
confent to it. Mr. Stuart fome Days afterwards ordered me to prepare and delirer him the Papers 
eoncerning the Salt Balances. I Tent for the Odmallab, and accordingly complied with Mr. Stuart’s 
Directions. I heard Mr. Stuart intended giving thefe Papers in to the Council. ^ far 1 know 
regarding this TranfaClion. 

Agreed we addrefs the Honourable the Governor General and Council of Revenue as follows i 
and enclofc them Extraft of our Pioceedings of this Date, on the SubjeCt of the Rupees 25,000, 
being the Deficiency of Salt Advances. 

A true Extract. 

(Signed) D. H. M* Dowall, Secretary, 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Kfquire, Governor General, &c. Council of Revenue, 
Fort William. 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

For your further Information regarding the Difpofal of the Sum of 25,000 Rupees, Deficiency 
of Salt Advance, to the Burdwan Salt Contractor, in January 1773, we tranfmit you, inclofed. Copy 
of a Letter on that SubjeCt, received from Mr. Alexander Murray, Attorney for the honourable 
Mr. Charles Stuart. 

We are, with RefpeCt, 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Your moil obedient humble Servants, 

(Signed) E. Stephenfbn, 

Alen' Higgfnfon, 

Burdwan. John Rofewell, 

a4th May 1775. Matt* Dawfon. 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. Alexander Murray, Attorney for the Honourable Mr. Charles 
Stuart. 

To Edward Stephenfon, Efquirc, Chief, &c. Council of Burdwan. 

Gentlemen, 

Being informed that a TranfaCtion of Mr. Stuart's, while he was at Burdwan, relative to an 
Advance for Salt, is now under your Confidcration, 1 therefore beg Leave to trouble you with a 
Detail of the Matter, as far as comes within my Knowledge, which may throw fome Light upon 
the SubjeCk. ^ ^ 

When the Honourable Company took upon thcmfclves the foie Management of the Salt Trade, 
and prohibited all Europeans and others from being concerned in the Provifion thereof but by 
Contract for the Company, Advertifement was iflued at Burdwan for Propofals of Contract to be 
received; when the Rajah’s Dewan, on Account of his Mafler, propofed to contraCt with the 
Company for all the Salt produced in Burdwan ; which Propofals were accepted of, and ratified 
by the Honourable the Prefident and Council. At the Time of the Prohibition of that Trade to 
Europeans, Mr. Stuart, and other Gentlemen concerned with him, had large Balances due to 
them from the Molunghces of that Province, which were contracted after the Trade had been laid 
open; and as Mr. Stuart was then about to leave Burdwan, he propofed to Bridjoo Kilfore Roy, 
the Rajah’s Dewan, to take off thefe Balances, fince he, as Contractor, could colleCt them with 
greater Facility than any other Perfon ; which he agreed to, and aCtually confented to the Pay¬ 
ment of 25,000 Rupees in Part thereof, out of an Advance of 70,000 Rupees, which he was to re¬ 
ceive from the Burdwan Treafury on Account his ContraCt j 45,000 Rupees of which Bridjoo 
KifTore received, and 25,000 was paid to Colly Perfaud Bhofe, on Mr. Stuart’s Account, by 
Bridjoo Kilfore Roy’s Dcfiic; and it is by this Means Colly Perfaud’s Name has been artfully 
introduced into the Accouhts. But I think, in the Burdwan Treafury Accounts for the Month 
of January 1775, tranfmitted to the Honourable the Board of Revenue in Calcutta, the Sum of 
70,000 Rupees is there charged to the Contractor — a Circumftance which clearly proves he was 
no Stranger to that Part of the TranfaCtion, though he afterwards found it convenient to deny it, 
and to deviate from his Agreements with regard to this Balance; however, on Receipt of the 
25,000 Rupees, in confequence of the Agreement with the Contractor, Mr. Stuart immediately 
paid to the Gentlemen concerned with him in that Trade their different Proportions thereof, and, 
upon the Contractor’s making a Demand of this Money afterwards, pretending that he had not 
received the full Advance that he was charged with, Mr. Stuart applied to theJc Gentlemen to 
pay back what they had fevcrally received on that Account, and to ftatc an Account of their Ba¬ 
lances to the Honourable Company, and truft to their paying them off hereafter, as their Claim 
9 90 



Appendix, N’3. b.-^n*^. 

on the Molunghecs would appear to be juft and equitable; but to this thefe Gentlemen objccElcdj 
and refufed to refund any Part t>f what they had received. In that Cafe it would have fallen very 
hard on Mr. Stuart to have paid back the whole Sum. He left no Inftrudions with me on this 
Subjedt, nor indeed any Money to anfwer that Purpofe : I Ihould therefore apprehend he con¬ 
ceives, that if the Government expeft him to repay this Money, they will be fo indulgent as to 
take into their Conflderation the heavy Balances that are due to him from the Molunghees of 
Biirdwan, which amount to about double this Sum, and which he could not attempt to colledt 
without infringing on the Honourable Company’s Orders. An Account of thefe Balances he has 
already delivered to the Honourable the Council of Revenue. 

I remain, with Refpeft, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moll obedient and molt humble Servant, 

(Signed) Alex' Murray, 

Calcuttdj Attorney for Cha’ Stuart, 

23d May 177^4 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) D. H. M'Dowall, Secretary. 


kev. Dep* 


True Extrafts. 

R** Sumner, Secretary. 


Agreed, That all the Proceedings relative to the Difpofal of the Sum of 15,000 Rupees, Defi¬ 
ciency of Salt Advance to the Burdwan Salt Contrador in January 1773, be exrradcd from the 
Records, that the Whole may be tranfmitted to the Honourable the Court of Diredors. 


EXTRACT of the Revc-nue Lettci from Bengal } daicd jj Aiignfl 1775. 

On the Exaniinalion of Colly Perfaud Bofe, relative to the Deficicnejr of 15,000 Rupees, 
which appeared in the Salt Advances for the Year 1179 or 1771-3, from tne Statement recorded 
on our Proceedings, lie acknowledges, that he received the whole Amount of 70,000 Rupees 
advanced; that 45,000 Rupees were paid to the Duan, and the remaining 15,000 Rupees kept 
by Mr. Stuart, the then Refident, with the Duan’s Confent; that the Gentlemen, who had 
entered into a joint Concern the former Year; received from Mr. Stuart their fevcral Propor¬ 
tions, and that Gentleman retained the Balance. 

Mr. Murray, the Attorney of Mr. Stuart, having on this Occafion written a Letter to the 
Provincial Council of Burdwan, fetting forth the Nature of this Tranfadion with the Duan, 
wc beg Leave to refer you thereto : It accompanies the other Papers on this Subjed, a Number 
in the Packet. 
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PAPERS relative to the Appointment of Mr. Stephen Sulivan to be Secretary at 
Fort Saint George. 


Geo. Wombwcll and W™ Devaynes, Efquires. 

Gentlemen, 

AS I am informed the Court of Diredors are now arranging their Affairs at Madras, t truft 
that the Applications I have already made, will have a Place in their Deliberations.—I beg 
Leave to intreat your Support, and requeft you will be pleafed to communicate this Letter to 
the reft of the Gentlemen in the Diredion, whofe Favour I hope to obtain. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Bath, Your moft obedient Servant, 

June j 1777. Stephen Sulivan, 


At 


Sbl. Com. Rep, 


G 
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At a Court of Dlrcdors, held on Monday the 9th June 1777. 

Read a Letter from Mr. Stephen Sulivan, the ift Inftant, requefting, that he may be con- 
fidered in the new Arrangements at that Prefidency. 

Ordered, That tJie faid Letter be referred to the Confideration of the Committee of Cor- 
refpondcncc. 

At a Committee of Corrcfpondcncc, the 5th November 1777. 

The Committee, on confidering the Requeft of Mr. Stephen Sulivan, referred on the 9th 
June laft, to be confidcred in the Arrangements the Court may make at their Picfidency of 
Fort Saint lieorge j they olfcr it as their Opinion, that Mr, Sulivan be appointed to fucceed to 
the Pofl; of Secretary at that Prclidency, whenever Mr, Charles Oakeley lliall vacate the fame; 
and alfo, that Mr. Sulivan be appointed to fill the Office of Perfian Tranflator at Fort Saint 
George, on his Arrival there. 

G. Wombwell, 

W. Devaynes, 

J. Roberts, 

George Cuming, 

Ben. Booth, 

John Harrifon, 
Frederick Pigoii, 

J. Purling. 


At a Court of DIredors, held on Wednefday the 5th November 1777. 

Refolved by tJic Ballot unanimoufly. That Mr. Stephen Sulivan be appointed to fucceed to 
the Pod of Secretary at Fort Saint George, whenever Mr. Charles Oakeley ffiall vacate the 
fame, and alfo that Mr. Sulivan be appointed to fill the Office of Perfian Tmiinator at Fort 
Saint George, on his Arrival there. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Fort Saint George; 
dated the a8th November 1777. 

From the well known Abilities of Mr. Stephen Sulivan, and particiilaily his Knowlcnlge of 
the Perfian l.anguage, we have thought proper to appoint him to fucceed to the Poll of Secre¬ 
tary in the Civil Department at your Prefidency, whenever Mr. Charles Oakeley lliall vacate 
the fame ; but Mr. Sulivan is to fill the Office of Perfian Trandator at V'ort Saint (ieorge, iii;- 
mediatedy on his Arrival there; and he is to enjoy the ufoal Pay and Allowances annexed to 
thofe Polls refpedivcly. 

K X T R AC T of the General Letter from Fort Saint George ; dated lytli Odober 177S. 

Mr. Stejihcn Suliv.in has alfo taken Charge of the F.mploys of Secretary of your Civil De¬ 
partment, and Perfian Tranflator, agreeable to your Inftrudions of the 10th Par. of your I.et- 
tcr of the iStli November 1777. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Prefident and Sclcft Committee at P’ort Saint George; 
dated the ijth March 1779. 

Par. .38, Mr. Stephen Sulivan having dcfircd Leave to refign the Office of Perfian Tranflator, 
by Realon that the Biifincfs of his Employ as Secretary to the Civil Department would not 
permit him to give the recefiar) Attention to that of the Tranflatorfliip, we appointed Mr. 
H-aliburton to the Charge of this laft Office, wliich he had held before Mr. Sulivan’s Ar¬ 
rival. 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Fort Saint George; dated 4th April 1780. 

Par. 35. Mr, Stephen Sulivan, who, in confequence of your Orders, took Charge of the Of¬ 
fice o( the Secretary to the Civil Dep.irtmcnt, has conduced himfelf with great Diligence 
and Attention in that Employ, and wc beg Leave to mention him to you in favourable 
Terms. 


10 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT of Fort Saint George General Conful rations, the 14th Auguft 1780* 

Read the following Letter from the Secretary. 

To the Honourable John Whitchill, Efquire, Prcfident and Governor, See. Council of 
. Fort Saint George. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

The fevere Illnefs Mrs. Sulivan has already experienced in this Climate, and her almofl: con • 
ftant State of bad Health rendering a Voyage to Europe ncceflary for her Recovery, I rcqucll your 
Permiflion to accompany her as far as Bengal, from which Place flie will embark on one of the 
earlieft Ships of the Seafon. 

As Mr. Freeman has obligingly undertaken to fupply my Place till my Return, I am perfuaded 
the public Bufinefs will fuffer no Interruption or Delay from my Abfencc. 

I am, very rerpeftfully. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Fort Saint George, Your molt obedient Servant, 

14th Auguft 1780. Stephen Sulivan. 

The above Letter from the Secretary, requefting Permiflion to accompany Mrs. Sulivan as far 
as Bengal in her Way to Europe, on account of her ill Health, being now re.ad; Oidered, That tJie 
Requeft of the Secietary be complied with, and that Mr. Cliarlcs Freeman be defired to fupply 
the PJ.ice of the Sccret.iry till his Return. 


EXTRACT r>f T’nri- Saint George Sclcdt Confulrntions, the 13th September 1780. 

Read the following Letter from Mr. Stephen Sulivan. 

To the Honourable John Whitchill, Efqtiirc, PrefiJenr, See. Selcft Committee at 
Fort Saint George. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

As the Ship Neptune, on which I have taken my Paflage for Bengal, will fail for that Place To¬ 
morrow, I think it my Duty to inform you, that any P.tcket you may judge immediately ne- 
cclTary to tranfmit to the Governor General and Council, relative to the prefent State of 
Affairs on this Coaft, will be delivered by me with the utmoll Care and Fidelity ; and any In- 
ftruflions whieh you may deem it expedient to give me in confcqiiencc, will be punftually at¬ 
tended to. 

And in the Event of your not being .able to h.\ve your Difpatches in Readinefs before 
my Departure, I truft you will do me the Honour to cnclofe them to me under Cover to 
the Governor General; aflliring you at the f.ime 'I’imc, that no Endeavours fliall be wanting 
on my Part to approve myfclf (as I hope I have hitherto done) a diligent Obferver of your 
Commands. 

I .am, vciy rclpcflfully, 
llonounible Sir and Sirs, 

Fort Saint George, Your moft obedient 

13th September 1780. humble Servant, 

Stephen Sulivan, Secretary. 

Rcfolved, That Mr. Sulivan be charged with our Difpatch to the Governor General and Coun¬ 
cil of Bengal; and Inftrinftions given him .accordingly. 


EXTRACT of Fort Saint George Seleft Confultations, the 14th September 1780. 

To Mr. Stephen Sulivan. 

Sir, • 

We defirc your particular Care of the cnclofed Letter to the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal. 

As we luivc in that Letter written them particularly of the State of Affairs on this Coaft, .ind 
requefted they would fend us a Reinforcement ofTioops, with Muncy, to enable us to carry 
on the War ; we defire you will enforce our Reprefentations, if you fee Occalion, by fuch 
Arguments as your own Knowledge of our Sirii.uion will readily fupply, and that you 
will give the Governor General and Council every Information in your Power upon this 
Subjeft. 


You 
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You will t.ike the carlicft Opportunity o( acquainting us with the Delivery of your Difpatchcs, 
and of the Intentions of the Governor General and Council, as far as they may come to your 
Knowledge. 

We are, 

Sir, 

Fort Saint George, Your mod obedient 

i+th September 1780. Servants, 

John Whitehill, &c. Selcft Committee* 


EXTRACT of Bengal General ConfultationS, 30th October 1780* 

Read the following Letter from Mr. Richard Johnfon. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Having been honoured with your Orders to proceed to the Court of Timer Shaw, I take thfl 
Liberty to acquaint you, that I am ready to deliver over the Records of my Office of Judge 
Advocate General, to whomfoever you may be pleafcd to order to take Charge of them 
from me. 

I have the Honour, See. 

Fort William, (Signed) Rich*' Johnfon. 

Odlober 1780. 

The Governor General requefts the Permiffion of the Board to employ Mr. Stephen Sulivan aa 
his Afllftant, and intreats they will be pleafcd to indulge him with their joint Application to the 
Prefident and Council at Fort Saint George, for their Permiffion to Mr Sulivan rn remtiri here 
for th.it Piirpofc. Thf Govcmoi General reprelcuts, that ri,e Liabours of his Department have at 
.ill Time-! required, and do at this Time efpecially reejuire greater Aids than he has been afford¬ 
ed or could command j that he has experienced the Abilities of Mr. Sulivan, and has m.idc Choice 
of him as completely qualified for fuch a Truft.—If the Board Ihall comply with this Requeft, he 
begs Leave further to folicit their Grant to Mr. Sulivan of the Office of Judge Advocate General, 
vacant by Mr. Johnfon’s Refignation. 

Agreed, That Mr. Stephen Sulivan be appointed Affiftant to the Honourable the Governor Ge¬ 
neral } and to fucceed to the Office of Judge Advocate General, vacant by Mr. Johnfon's Refig¬ 
nation of it. 

Ordered, That Mr. Richard Johnfon be direfted to deliver over to Mr. Sulivan all Papers and 
Records in his Poffeffion, which belong to the Office of Judge Advocate General. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Prefident and Council at Fort Saint 
George. 

Gentlemen, 

The Defire which has been expreffed to us by the Honourable the Governor General, to avail 
himfelf of the Services of Mr. Stephen Sulivan, as he has been for fomeTime in Bengal on I,cMve 

Abfence from your Prcfidencyj and the Opinion entertained by us of the Merits of this Gc-n- 
deman ; induce us to requeft your Permiffion to him to continue here, without Prejudice to his 
Rank on your Eftablifhment; and we truft that an early Anfwer to this Letter will inform 115 of 
your Compliance with the Requeft. 

Wc are, &c. 

Fort William, 

30th Oftober 1780. 


EXTRACT of Fort Saint George General Confultations, the 5 th December 1780. 

Read the following Letter froiH the Governor General and Council. 

To the Honourable the Prefident and Council at Fort Saint George. 

Gentlemen, 

The Defire which has been expreffed to us by the Honourable the Governor General, to 
avail himfelf of the Services of Mr. Stephen Sulivan, who has been for foine Time in Bengal, 
on Leave of Abfcnce from your Prcfidcncy} and the Opinion entertained by us of the Meiits 
of this Gentleman; induce us to requeft your Permiffion for him to continue here without 
7 Prejudice 
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Prgudlce to his Rank on yonr Eftablilhment; and we truft that an early Anfwer to this Let¬ 
ter wUl ioform us of your Compliance with the Requclb. 

We arc. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient 

humble Servants, 

Fort William, Warren Haftings, 

the 30th Oftober 1780. P. Francis, 

Edw- Whcler. 


Read the following Letter« received this Morning from the Sub-fccrctary, 

To the Honourable Charles Smith, Efquire, Prefident and Governor, &c. 

Council of Fort Saint George. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

The Opportunity I have, from my prefent Situation, of perufing all Letters to the Council 
before they aftually come under their Confideration, will, I flatter myfelf, explain the apparent 
Irregularity of my delivering in this Addrefs on the Subjeft of a Letter from the honourable 
the Governor General and Council, dated the 30th October, before that Letter has been pub¬ 
licly read at the Board. 

Since Mr. Stephen Sulivan's Arrival here in September 1778, I have, without Intermiflion, 
done almoft the Whole of the Duty allotted to the Poft of Secretary (which Mr. Sulivan, to 
the Knowledge of the whole Board, and indeed to the Settlement in general, paid but little 
Attention to, from the Moment he took Charge of the Employ) without the moft diftant 
W’ilh on my Parc to lhare in the Advantages of that Station, whilft I confldered it held by 
a Gentleman whofe Friendfliip I wilhed to cultivate, and whofe foie Dependence in this Coun¬ 
try was upon that Appointment. From the fame Motive, I chearfully offered my Services, when 
he was deflrous of going to Bengal. In Reality, his Abfence or Prefence made but little 
Difference to me in the Trouble of conducing the public BuHnefs. Mr. Sulivan, it is a well 
known Faft, has been for fome Time paft appointed Judge Advocate General in Bcng.1l j a 
• Place of confiderable Emolument: How far it is confiftent with the Rules of the Service, 
for a Perfon to hold advantageous Employs, at the fame Period, on different Eftablifhments, 
it is not for me to determine j but under thefe Confiderations, neither my Inclination nor my 
Duty leads me any longer to aft as Mr. Sulivan’s Deputy, Ihould your Honour, &c. rcfolve 
on his keeping the Poft of Secretary, with your Permifllon to remain in Bengal j and therefore, 
in that Cafe, I humbly requeft your Leave to reflgn the laborious Office of Sub-fecrctary, with 
thofe annexed to it, ot Clerk of the Peace and Sea Gate Regifter. 

I am, with Refpeft, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your faithful humble Servant, 

Cha* Freeman. 


The Board taking into Confideration the above Letters, are at fome Lofs prccifcly to afccr- 
tain the Meaning of the Honourable the Governor General and Council, Mr. Stephen 
Sulivan having no fpecific Rank on this Eftablifliment; but, however deflrous we arc, upon all 
Occafions, to acquicfcc in every Requeft of the Governor General and Council, we cannot fup- 
pofe thofe Gentlemen could wifh us to carry on the public Bufincfs for any Length of Time, 
without the Services of a Secretary and Clerk of Appeals Two Offices that require a conftant 
perfonal Attendance j—which would be a general Injury to the Servants on this Eftablifliment, 
and in particular to the Perfon who afted in thofe Capacities, efpecially in the prefent Inftance, 
as we underftand, from private Letters, that they have been pleafed to appoint Mr. Sulivan to 
the honourable Poft of Judge Advocate General: It is therefore agreed, that a Letter, to the 
above Effeft, be written to the Honourable the Governor General and Council, requefting 
Mr. Sulivan may be acquainted with our Sentiments on this Occafion, and that he be deflred 
to inform us whether he means to return to his Station here, or to remain in Bengal.—It is 
further refolved. That Mr. Charles Freeman be appointed to aft as Secretary and Clerk of Ap¬ 
peals, with the Emoluments of thofe Employs, until Mr. Sulivan’s Anfwer be received, when, in 
Confideration of Mr. Freeman’s paft Services, he fliall be confirmed therein, Ihould Mr, Sulivan 
bo inclined to remain on the Bengal Eftablifliment. 


Sft.. Com. Rbp. IX. 


H 


EXTRACT 
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feXTRACT of Fort Saint George General Coftfultations, the 8th December 17B0. 

EXTRACT of Letter frofn the Prefident and Council at Fort Saint George, to the Governor 
General and Council in Bengal; dated 8th December 1780. 

We have been favoured with yours of the 30th Oftober laft; and beg Leave to alTurc you we 
flioiild be happy, upon all Occafions, to manifeft our Readinefs to acquiefce in every Requeft of 
yours 5 but in the Inftance of Mr. Stephen Sulivan we are fomewhat at a Lofs precifely to 
afeertain your Meaning, that Gentleman not having any fpecific Rank on this Eftablifliment; 
and we cannot fuppofe you could be defirous of our carrying on the public Bufinefs for any 
Length of Time without the Services of a Secretary and Clerk of Appeals, Two Offices which 
require a conftant peMonal Attendance. This would be a general Injury to the Servants on this 
Eftablifliment, and in particular to the Perfoa who aAed in thofc Capacities during Mr. Sulivan’s 
Abfence; cfpecially as we underftand, from private Letters, that you haVe been pleafed to appoint 
him to the honouiable Poft of Judge Advocate General in Bengal: We therefore requeft that 
you will acquaint Mr. Sulivan with our Sentiments on this Occafion, and that you will defire 
him to inform us, whether he means to return to his Station here, or to remain in Bengal. 


EXTRACT of Fort Saint George General Confultatlons, the 14th February 1781. 

EXTRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council in Bengal, to the Prefident 
and Council at Fort Saint George; dated the 7th January 1781. 

We are exceedingly furprifed and concerned, that the Requeft which we made for Permiffion for 
Mr. Sulivan to remain here without Prejudice to his Rank on your Eftablifliment, Ihould have been 
in theleaft liable to Mifconftruction. We neither inquired or wiflied to know what the Rank was, 
nor what Emoluments he derived from the Offices he held at Madras. Wc delired fimply that he 
might be permitted to preferve the fame Line in the Service to which he was appointed by the 
Court of Dirciftorsj without the moft remote or diftant Intention, that any Perfon Ihould hold an 
Office any where when he is not rcfident. We repeat therefore the Requeft, that Mr. Sulivan 
may have the Right of returning to his original Station on your Eftablifliment, if the Court of 
Direftors Ihould not approve of his being transferred to this. 

Read the following Letter from Mr. Stephen Sulivan ; 

To the Honourable Charles Smith, Efquire, Prefident and Governor, &c. Council of 
Fort Saint George. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

The Governor General has Communicated to me, by your Defire, the Sentiments which you 
have been pleafed to exptefs relative to my remaining here at his Requeft; and as I obferve, from 
the Words of your Letter, that you are fomewhat at a Lofs to afeertain the precife Meaning of 
the Supreme Council upon that Subjeft, 1 will beg Leave to explain it, according to their Senfe 
as well as my own. 

My Intention certainly was, and is, to devote my Services generally to this Eftablifliment, for 
the Purpofc of affording fuch Affiftance to the Governor General, as he conceives it may be in 
my PoAver to give him, but to referve at the fame Time a Right of returning to my original 
Station, if the Court of Direftors Ihould not approve of my being transferred to Bengal. This 
is all which I alk your Permiffion for ; and as I had never a diftant Thought, after I ffiould ob¬ 
tain Le.'ive to continue here, or even from the Time of being appointed Judge Advocate, of re¬ 
ceiving any Emoluments to be derived from the Poft of Secretary, and that of Clerk to the 
Court of Appeals, I am content to make over the Profits of thofe Offices immediately to the 
Gentleman who has afted in both Capacities during my Abfence; fo that Mr. F'reeman may be 
confidered in effeft Secretary, though 1 ftill retain a nominal Rank in the Service at Madras. 

It is not more a proper Refpeft to the Court of Direftors, in not abfolutely and totally with¬ 
drawing myfelf from the Situation to which I am appointed by them, without the SanAion of 
their Approbation, than a becoming Attention to my own Intereft, in cafe of their Difapproval, 
which has induced me to wifh this Refervation may be allowed me.- 1 am extremely forry that 
the Requeft m.ide in my Favour, at the exprefs Inftance of the Governor General, fhould have been 
liable to any other Conftruftion; but I truft, after this fair and liberal Explanation, that you will 
not hcfitatc in obliging him as well as myfelf. 

1 have the Honour to be. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient 

Fort William, humble Servant, 

January 4th 1781. Stephen Sulivan. 
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The Board, taking into Confideration tfe above Xettcr, are of Opinion, that in cafe the Ho- 
nourabl^ourt of Direftors 0 iould difapprove of Mr. Sulivan holding Appointments on the Ben¬ 
gal EftaWlhmcnt, no Objeftions can be made to admitting him to have a Right of returning to 
his former Station in this Settlement, as he was originally nominated to it by them } it is there¬ 
fore agreed to acquaint the Honourable Governor General and Council with our Sentiments; and 
that Mr. Charles Freeman, agreeably to our Refolutbn of the 5th December laft, be confirmed in 
the Offices of Secretary to the Civil and Revenue Department, and Clerk of Appeals, until Ad¬ 
vices on this Subjeft are received from the Honourable Court of Direftors. 


EXTRACT of Fort Saint George General jj^nfultations, the 20th February 1781. 

EXTRACT of Letter from the Prcfulent and Council at Fort Saint George, to the Gover¬ 
nor General and Council in Bengal ■, dated 2oth February 1781. 

We have no Objeftion to Mr. Stephen Sulivan's remaining at Bengal on the Footing you men¬ 
tion in your Letter of the 7th ultimoj and we are happy in the Inftance, as we Ihould be in any 
other, of having an Opportunity to comply with your Wifhes. 


EXTRACT of Fort Saint George Seleft Confultations, the 9th July 1781. 

Read the following Letter. 

To the Honourable Charles Smith, Efquire, Prefident and Governor, &c. Scledl Com¬ 
mittee at Fort Saint George. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Late laft Night (and not before) I received a Letter from the afting Secretary, Mr. Hay, in- 
clofing an Extraft of your Letter to the Governor General and Council, dated April ift, together 
with Extract of the Letter from the Court of Direftors, dated i8th Oftober 1780, I have been 
careful to mention the precife Time of my receiving a public Notification of my Appointment, 
that 1 may not appear difrefpeftful to you, for having omitted to addrefs the Committee by an 
earlier Opportunity, 

As I have been nominated Refident and Paymaftcr atTanjore, in a Manner fo flattering, and far 
exceeding the Merit of my Prctenfions, I ftiall repair to Madi as for the Purpofe of taking Charge 
of my Employ as foon as the Seafon of the Year will admit of a Voyage without Rifque. 

I have the Honour to be. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient and 

Fort William, moft humble Serv.ant, 

May 24th 1781. Stephen Sulivan. 


EXTRACT of Fort Saint George SeleA Confultations, i8th April 1781. 

EXTRACT of Letter from the Prefident and Genenal Committee of Fort Saint George, to 
the Governor General and Council j dated i8th April 1781. 

The Court of Direftors have been pleafed to appoint Mr. Stephen Sulivan Refident and Pay¬ 
maftcr at Tanjoic. We enclofe an Extraft of fucli Part of their Letter as relates to this Appoint¬ 
ment, which we requeft you will communicate to Mr. Sulivan, and defire him to repair thither 
to take Charge of the Employ. 


EXTRACT of Fort Saint George Sclcft Confulutions, 21ft December 1781. 

The Prefident enters the following Minute. 

The Right honourable the Prefident obferves to the Cominittce, that Meflrs. Davidfon and 
Jourdan, who had been deputed from the late Seleft Committee to the Rajah of Tanjore, hav¬ 
ing fignified their Intentions of returning to the Prefidcncy, and Mr. Stephen Sulivan, appointed 
by the Court of Direblors as Refident at Tanjore, being detained in Bengal, the late Prefident and 
Seleft Committee thought it highly ncccfiary at that Time, that a Civil Servant of the Com¬ 
pany ihould be ready to repair there j and the Choice very properly fell upon Mr. Hudleftone. 
The Incurfions of the Enemy, however, prevented Meflrs. Davidfon and Jourdan’s Departure for 
a confiderable Time, and alfo Mr. Hudleftone fcom going there.—In that Interval, Mr. Oakes, 
the late Military Secretary’s Voyage to Europe, made it neceflary for the Committee to call 
upon Mr. Hudleftonc’s Services in the Prefidcncy in tliat important and confidential Station; in 
, i . r. . J which, 
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which, notwithftandirtg the great AppHcatkin‘’it reqfiiitS) Mi'. Hudleftone has checrfuttjr ew- 
fented to remain at prcfenc for the Good of th( Ser7iee.<«-AKr Mr, Stephen Si^oem b<ur 
refined the Office of Re/ident at TanjerOt and as Mr. John* Suliran, a Gentleman ev«i^ Way 
qualified for that Truft, is now in that Neighbourfiood, ifee Prefidenc propofes to appoint hun. 
Kcfidcnt and Paymaftdr in the room of Mr. Stephen Sulivan, 

Agreed that Mr. John Sulivan be appointed Rcfidont and Paymafter at Tanjore. 


EXTRACT of Scleft Letter from Fort Saint George, dated a6th January 1782. 

Par. 43. Mr. Stephen Sulivan, whom appointed Ref^t at tanjore, refigned that Office 

feme Time ftnee and as Mr. John Sulivan is now in that Neighbourhood, and is in every Refpeft 
qualified for that Truft, wc have appointed him Rcfidcnt and Paymafter, in the rom of Mr, 
Stephen Snlivan, 
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„ An. ACCOUNT of the Qtjanticy of Silver exported by the Eaft India Company to SaiOt Helena, India,, and to China, from the ift Jiilf 1758 to the 
* 30th June 1771. ' ; 



jes Bigger. 













APPENDIX, N* 5, 6. 


An ACCOUN T of the Quantity of Silver exported by the Eaft India Company, to In^U and to 
China, from the lO; July 1771, to the 5th February 1783. 


Year 

To China. 

Bencoolcn. 

Balambangan. 

1771 

1772 

Ot«. 

7*5i040 C> * 99 » 6 i 5 6 S 

D**» 

>49.984 40,308 4 

Ot., 

*773 

'774 

*775 

1776 

»777 

1778 

*779 

1780 

— — dw>< — •>. 

3*3.578 15 88,478 11 3 

38,368 9,911 14 8 

38,368 10,131 II 

38,^68 9,991 13 4 

<7'3,248 20,028 15 

38,368; 10,810 19 8 

41,856 10,638 8 

38,368 9,93* 14 4 

55,808 14,853 > 4 

6,976 jC>tt8o2 2 ^ 


02*1,038,618 15 288,093 17 II 

02*512,736 ^ 136,606 1 4 

O2* 6,976 ,^.1,802 2 8 


China — — — 
Bcncoolen — — 
Balambangan — 


O2* 1,038,618 15 

— 5X8,736 — 

— 6,976 — 


O2' 1,558,330 15 


jC. 288,093 17 II 
136,606 I 4 
1 ,8 o2 2 8 


426,502 I II 


Eaft India Hoiife, 
February the 7th 1^83. 


James Bigger. 
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IN VO ICE AMOUNT of inveftments from Bengal, from Seafon 1766 to 1780. 



Piece Goods. 

Silk. 

Saltpetre. 

Drugs. 

Total. 

In Seafon 1766 

3*9.498 

;C-9*.6o2 

£• *4.'23 

£. 2,288 

£• 437,511 

1767 

4*5.774 

132,596 

*2»345 

4.746 

565.461 

176b 

500,797 

137,299 

16.071 

i 4,171 

658,3.18 

*769 

576,281 

*42,328 

*7.733 

5.944 

742,286 

1770 

45*.*5* 

160,337 

i6,eo6 

1 5.570 

633.665 

1-71 

57*.54* 

*70,457 

2 *,.452 

5,007 

768.458 

1772 

697,778 

136,270 

24,275 

i 7,555 

865,878 

.*773 

508,622 

94,431 

22,306 

7.213 

632,572 

*774 

466,944 

160,016 

14,262 

7,645 

648,867 

*775 

659.255 

239.5*4 

21,968 

10,100 

932,837 

1776 

446,277 

318,406 

16.736 

7,104 

788,523 

*777 

6*4,539 

434,268 

23 97* 

9.455 

i,©a?,233 

177b 

595,079 

633,836 

23,252 

14,057 

' 1,266,224 

*779 

563.675 

481,862 

26,146 

10,770 

1,082,453 

*780 

639.938 

554.237 

34.911 ' 

25.872 

‘ 1.254.958 


8,037,151 

£•3.887,459 

£. 308^57 

£• 127,497 

£. 12,360,254 


Eaft India Houfe, , . 

ihc jgth February 1783. 

Errors excepted, 

W. RichardfoB, Deputy Accomptaot. 
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appendix, N”/. 


EXTR ACT of the General Letter from Bengilli dated 25th Septentber 1767. 

^NDERthcfe Difficulties, you muft expcft the Complaints of Natives and of Foreigners will 
grow louder every Day, unlefs you Ihould determine to facrifice that eflential Point to your In- 
tereft, the remitting Home, by large Inveftments, the Benefits of your late Acquifitions. In the 
prcfent State of Things we fee no Remedy, except one, which may be thought ideal > namely, the 
entering into an Agreement with Foreign Companies for providing their inveftments to a certain 
Annual Amount. This we mention, rather as a Hint upon which you may poffibly improv'e, than as 
a Meafure we ihall prefume to adopt, until a certain Plan (hall be adjufted between the Companies 
at Home, and recommended to their Agents Abroad. Moft certain it is, that fome conciliating Steps, 
taken in Europe, can alone prevent the Jealoufies and Differences fubfifting in this Country from ter¬ 
minating in an open Rupture, as foon as the French (hall find themfelvcs fufficicntly eftablilhed on 
the Coaft, and powerful at the Iflands, to enter upon frelh Enterprizes. ^ 


APPENDIX, N^S. 


extract of General Letter from Bengal; dated the 25th January 

Tar. 36. TT appeared evident to us from your Sentiments in your Letter of the 17th of March lad; 

that you are dcfirous of receiving as large an Ihvcftment from hence as we can poffibly 
lirovidc, and that by any Means that will not diftrels you at Home. Olir Profpefts of the prefent 
Year’s Inveftment, fair as they werci would not admit us to hope we ihould have it in our Power to 
fulfil your Wiflies in this Point; We therefore conceive it would be a Meafure you would approve, 
were we to purchafe from private Merchants fuch Goods as will anfwer for the Europe Markets, 
by IntereR Notes« Added to this Conflderation, we had a further Motive, which was, that we had 
then planned the Scheme of opening your Treafury, and granting Bills upon England-, thefc Purchafes 
would affift you to anfwer the Drafts we might make: We therefore came to the Refolurion of 
purchafing Goods by thefe Means, and have bought up a Quantity, to the Amount of Current Rupecr 
5 . 30 » 597 i *• 3 - 


APPENDIX, N-’p. 


feXTRACT of the Selt£t Letter from Bengal, dated the 21ft November 1768; relative td 
Advances for the Invellment. 

Tar. 13. ^HE Dutch, hnwilling to trqft (o the precarious Refourccs of an exhaufting Country, 
^ have, fince our laft Advices, very judicioufly imported fome Bullion to Bengal; and 
though the Sum may not exceed Three Lacks o( Rupees, yet it is of the greateft Utility to the for- 
twarding of their InVeftment. 

14. You may be convinced that the Value of your Territorial Acquifitions has not been dccreafing, 
fince the CollcAlons are noSv greater than they ever have been fince your Inveftiture of the Dewannee. 
But be afTured, the Benefits expected from them muft be oflhort Duration, whilft a Scarcity of Specie 
prevails, as at prefent, and is <&ily encreaflng. You muft expeft, unlefs the Evil is fpeedily removed, 
to colleft your Revenues in the Commodities produced in the Country, without having a Profpedt of 
vending them at any Rate, as the Merchants will be totally deprived of the Means to purchafe 
them. 

15. This, Gentlemen, is the prefent diftrcftful and real Situation of this Country ; and we flatter 

Qurfclves, that by taking a comparative View of our diftant Profpefls, with the politic Advantages 
reaped by the Foreign Nations trading here, who grafp at all private Monies from Individuals, you 
will no longer deem us rcprchenfiblc, tf a becreafe in the Amount of your future Inveftments, and a 
, “ Dcbafement 
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Debarement of their Quality, (hould prove the Confequcnccs •, ftnce you thuft be fenfible, that early Ad¬ 
vances alone can in this Country enfure the one and the other. The heavy Payments of your Re¬ 
venue are not made till late in theSeafon •, and unlefs we have a Yearns Advance in your Tteafury, no 
Advantage can be taken in its Provifion. 


APPENDIX, N" la 

I t 

AMOUNT of inveftments received from Bengal and Fort St. George, from 1776 to 1780 

incluiivf. 


BENGAL. 


Seafon 

1776 

— 

Rupees 70,09,110 at 2s. 3d. each 

— C 788,523 

D" 

1777 

— 

96,19,855 — 

—- 1,082,233 

D® 

1778 


2,55,335 — 

— 1,266,224 

D* 

1779 

— 

96,21,815 ~ 

— 1,082,453 

D- 

1780 


111,55,191 — 

— 1.254.956 




Rupees 486,61,306 

C' 5.474.389 




FORT SAINT GEORGE. 


Seafon 

1776 


Pagodas 4,96,141 at 8 j. each. 

C 198.457 

D" 

W 7 


— 7.38.561 — 

— 295,424 

D" 

1778 

— 

— 5.44.598 — 

— 217,840 

D" 

1779 

— 

— 2,16,228 — 

86,49V 

D* 

2780 

TT 

3.83.439 — 

— >53.376 




Pagodas 23,78,967 

95 >‘.588 


APPENDIX, N" lo, B. 


ORDERS of the Court of Direftors to Bengal, reftrifting their Servants from drawing Bills on the 
Company t from 21ft November 1766, to the 12th of July 178a. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to BengaU dated the 21ft November 1760, 

Par. 88. 'C'lTHER W.ty of rcmittrrrg Home private Fortunes to an unlimited Amount muff, 
as before obferved, be attended with great Prejudice to the Company t we could wHb 
therefore feme other Mode could be found out j but as we cannot think of any at prefent, we now 
inform you, that the furnilhing the Agents of the European Companies with Money, is Co evidently 
detrimental to this Company, that there wants no further Elucidation j and you are accordingly hereby 
dircifted to difeourage and prevent the fame to, the utmoft of your Powers. 

90. The Amount of all the Drafts upon us,'as well Certificates as Bills, in any one Scafon, is not 
to exceed One-fourth Part of the Invoice Price of the Cargoes of all the Ships of the Seafon confignetl 
to us from your Prefidency. 

91. The Amount of the Drafts upon us by any one Ship is not to exceed One-fourth Part of 
the Invoice Price of fuch Ship’s Cargo. 

92. The Exchange from your Prcfxlency is to continue as fettled l>y our Letter of the 17th of 
May, at the Rate of 2 s. %d. fora Current Rupee, to our Civil and Military Servants, and to alt 
others (except as hereafter excepted) 2 id. only for a Current Rupee. 

94. And no Bills whatfoever muft be made payable in a Icfs Space of I’inw than 365 Days after 
Sight, and they arc to carry no Intereft, that Indulgence being alfo hereby revoked. 

95. In granting Certificfitcs payable by the Company, Care is to be taken that the Sum of Money 

9 or. y* 
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only received into your Treafury is mentioned therein; no Rate of Exchange or Time of Payment 
muft bcfpecified, asindulgcncica in thofe Refpefts^ire to be left to our Determination here. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal *, dated 16th March i;68. 

<^ar. 179. In order to obviate the Inconveniencies that might arife to our Servants, by fuddcniy pul* 
ting an entire Stop to their Remittances, we do allow you, for the Seafon only after the Receipt hereof, 
that is, until the Difpatch of the lail Ship in the Beginning of the Year 1769, to draw upon us in 
their Behalf, at Ninety Days Sight, for a Sum not exceeding Seventy thoufand Pounds Sterling, at 
Two Shillings the Current Rupee, and that the faid Sum be proportioned among fuch of them as 
may have Occafion for Bills, in the Manner that you lhall, on due Confideration, deem the moft 
equitlible; and notwithftanding any former Orders, we hereby pofitively forbid your granting Bills 
of Exchange, or Certificates, upon us for any further Sum, from the Time of the Receipt hereof 
uocil our further Orders, unlefs the Company’s Affairs fhould abfolutely require it. 

EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengali dated nth November 1769. 

Par. no. We obferve the Balance of your Treafury, together with the Balances at the feveral 
Aurungs and Subordinates, are very confiderable; but after dedudting the remaining Debt at TntereR, 
which was foon to be paid off, there will not be a greater Sum in Specie than what the Security of 
Qur Affairs will always require s and fhould the War have continued many Months longer on the 
Coafl of Coromandel and on the Malabar Side, their Drafts upon you will probably be fuch as, 
together with the Charges of your Settlement, your inveftment, and Remittance to China, may 
reduce your Treafury lower than it would be prudent to permit: Neverthelefs, we cannot fiiffer 
OUrfclves to be drawn upon to an unlimited Amount, the State of the Company’s Alfairs here not 
yet admitting us to anlwer large Drafts upon us from India. But fhould the Exigency of your 
Affairs require your receiving Money into your Treafury, we prefer the Mode of borrowing at 
intereft to that of granting Bills upon us: We therefore permit you to take up fuch Sums on In- 
tereft, for One Year certain, as will anfwer your various l)cmands *, which are to be paid off at the 
Expiration of that Period, or as foon after as the State of your I'reafury will admit of. 

111. You arc therefore to confine your Drafts upon us, by the Ships to be difpatched from your 
Prefidency in the Seafon of 1769, to the fame Amount as we allowed laft Year, v/z. £.70,000 
which is to be paid into our Treafury at the Rate of 2j. for the Current Rupee, and the Whole di¬ 
vided in equitable Proportions amongft our Servants, Civil and Military, agreeably to our former Di- 
reitions. We mean the faid Sum of £.70,000 to be exclufive of Lord Clive’s Jaghire, for which 
Bills are to be granted, if his Lordfhip’s Agents apply for them. 

II a, Edward Holden Cruttenden, Efquire, having reprefented to us that he has had to the 
Amount of £. 5,000 remaining feveral Years in Bengal, from an Inability to obtain Remittances for 
the fame through our Cafh, we dired that you grant Bills in his Favour for the faid Sum, when¬ 
ever his Agents fliall apply for them ; and you are likewife to obferve, that this Sum is not to make 
a Part of your Drafts for the £. 70,000 above-mentioned. 

113. Having been applied to by Robert Ncttleton, Efquire, Prefident of the Corporation for 
the Relief and Support of fick, wounded, and difabled Seamen in the Merchants .Service, to 
permit the Amount of£. 1,500 or £. 2,000, for a Subfeription which is carrying on in Bengal in Be¬ 
half of the faid Charity, K) be paid into our Treafury there, for Bills of Exchange upon us, we 
have, in order to promote this charitable Inftitution, agreed to allow you to draw for fuch Sum 
as Hiall be paid into your Treafury on that Account, at the fame Rate for the Rupee as is allowed 
to our covenanted Servants, not exceeding the Amount above-mentioned •, which is to be over and 
above the Sum llipulated to be drawn as before-mentioned. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal; dated 17 th March 1769.' 

Par. 39. Upon re-confidering the Subjeft of Remittances, we find it fo connefted with that of 
the Inveftment, that the Incrcafe of the former muft always depend on that of the latter.—The Pro¬ 
duce of our Sales here is the only Channel of our Receipts t and our fiourilhing Situation in India 
would not avail us, if we were to fuffer ourfcives to be drawn upon to the Amount of the Coll of 
our homeward Cargoes.—In order therefore to unite the Advantages of the Company and their 
Servants, we do permit you to increafe your Remittances by the Ships difpatched from Bengal in 
the Seafon of 1769, beyond the Limitation in our Letter of the nth November laft, fo far as 
One-lialf of the Sum which your Inveftment fent Home in that Seafon lhall exceed the Amount of 
60 Lacks in Piece Goods and'Raw Silk, at the Rate of aj. 3//. the Curicnt Rupee : But if you do 
not fend Home an Inveftment in ihefe Articles exceeding that Sum, you muft then confine your 
Drafts upon us agreeably to our faid Letter of the xith November laft. 


Sel. Com. Rep. IX. 


L 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal j dated the 30th June 176^; 

Par. 47. We have ferioufly re-confidered our former Dire£lions upon the Subject of Bills of Ex¬ 
change, and have given due Attention to what you have fet forth in your feveral Letters, to (hew 
the Inconveniencies refulting from the prefent Reftridlions.—That the French and Dutch will be 
fupphed with Englifh Money by thofe who want to remit to Europe, is a natural Confequence; lod 
that they will infifl; upon being paid in Silver, feeing that Silver is the only legal Tender that is or 
can be in that Country ■, and further, that they will export as much as they think fit, notwithftand- 
ing any Order from the King or the Nabob *, and indeed your applying for fuch an Order was con¬ 
tradictory, there being no PolTibility of enforcing it, and you yourfelves intending to be firft to 
break it, by an Exportation to the Coafl; and to China. 

48. Such being the evident Inconveniencies. of our Refufal to receive Money into our Ca(h for 
Bills to be drawn upon England, it will be faid, the Remedy is in our own Hands; if we will open 
our Treafury, the French and Dutch will no longer be fupplied, they will be under a Neceffiey of 
importing Bullion for their Expences and Invefiments, and we (hall have it in our Power to export 
to China as much as we think the Circumftances of the Country will bear. 

49. We fincercly wi(h Things could be brought to this State, but the (ingle and unfurmountable 
Objeflion is, that if Bills are drawn to an unlimited Amount, we may be put to the utmofi; Dif- 
trels and DiHiculty to make good the Payments in England: For this Realon we have been under 
:i Neceflity I'o to model all our Orders upon this Subjedf, as to confine the Drafts to fome Degree of 
Proportion with our Inveftments. 

50. And this Rule we niuft not now lofe Sight of, although our Intention is to extend the Power 
of taking up Money as far as it can pofTibly be carried with any Degree of Prudence. 

{t. Accordingly, having confidered the Matter fully and maturely, and finding by your Letters 
that you have made a conliderable Increafc of Invcftment, it has encouraged us to revoke our for¬ 
mer Orders, and in lieu thereof we perniic and empower you to draw upon us this Seafon for 
£. 200,000, and beyond that Sum for the whole Amount of the Supplies in Specie, which you 
may be able to fend to China to any Extent; depending on your Zeal and Affiduity in extending 
your Jnvcltmcnts in fuch Manner as may enable us to perform our Engagements, and to continue 
to you the fame Indulgence in future Seafons. 

52. Bcfidcs the above Sum of £. 200,000, you may grant Bills for the Amount of Lord Clive’s 
Jaghirc, if his Agents defire it. You may .grant Certificates to the Captain and Officers of each 
homeward bound Ship, as far as £. 5,000 each Ship, under the exprefs Conditions mentioned in the 
114th Par. of our Letter of the i ith November 1768. 

53. The Sum of £. 200,000, firft to be drawn as above-mentioned, is to be divided and applied 
among the Company’s Servants, Civil and Military, in fuch Manner as mav appear reafonable to 
you upon an impartial Con(idcration of their leveral Situations and Circumftances i;,and we (hall 
depend upon your making this Difpofition in fuch an equitable Manner as may leave no juft 
Cauie of Complaint. 

54. The China Remittances are to be open to free Merchants, or any other Perfons refiding un¬ 
der our Proteftion, as well as to the Company’s Servants, and likewife to whatever Sums (hall be 
offered upon Account of tlic Eftates of dcccafcd Perfons. 

55. We flatter ouriclves your Supplies to China will be confiderable, notwithftanding the Scarcity 
of Silver you complain of in your Letters by the Valentine, Kent, and Verclft. The ill Effedls 
of the P’ilublifliment of the Gold Currency were then at their Height and Diforder; for the Time 
the whole Commerce and Circulation of the Country; when that Mifehief ccafcd, and Gold found 
its Way again to the Market at its natural Price, we hope that much Silver would agab be 
broueht forth, and that the Revenues would be paid in Silver as before. 

56“ The Bills for the Sum of £. 200,000, firtt above-mentioned, as well as for Lord Clive's Jag- 
hire, are to be drawn at the Rale of 2 j., 2^. per Current Rupee, and at 365 Days Sight; and the 
Bills for fuch further Sums as (hall be fent to China, arc to be drawn at the Rate of ar. ^d, per 
Current Rupee, payable Three Years after Sight; this Latitude being neceflary for enabling the 
Company to bring the Amount of the Sabs of their Cargoes into Circulation at the Time the Bills 
will become due. 

57. You will obferve, that we have increaifed the Rate of Exchange in Proportion to the Time 
allowed for Payment, and this we mean to be ip Lieu of the Intereft formerly paid for the exceeding 
'J'lme after Ninety Days; accordingly you arc Jo give the Bill Holders to underftand, they will not bo 
entitled to any Imerett upon Bills that will be drawn in Confequence of thefe Orders. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal; dated 27th June 1770. 

Par. 27. We are advifed of the Lapwing Snow’s Arrival at Atchin Head, the a6th November 
laft, and her proceeding thence for Bengal the 2d December following; our Letter, dated the 30th 
June, by that Veffel, acquainted you with our Determination on the Subjeft of Remittances to bd 
made through our Cafli: And being refolved to abide by the Terms and Conditions then eftablilhed 
for the Receipt of Money for Bills of Exchange to be drawn upon us, until our further Pleafure (ball 
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be lignified to you there^on, it is, for the prefetit, material only to obfcrve, in Reply to that Part of 
your Letter of the 23d November laft by the Hamplhire, which acquaints us with your Intention of 
drawing Bills on the Terms and Rates therein mentioned, that you have, contrary to our repeated 
and (landing Orders, infringed the Power we have ever referved to ourfelves, of fixing on the Terms 
for indulging Individuals with Drafts on our Treafury here* and therefore do hereby pofitively forbid 
you to invade that Right, which we are refolved to maintain in our own Hands, declaring, we (hall 
d «||5 you rcfponfible for a Breach of this Order, unicfs you (haI 4 under the laft Ncceffity, be folly 
juftified in deviating therefrom* 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengali dated toth April 1771. 

Par. 126. The Licenfce you have taken in refpc£t to thi Terms on which you have received 
Money into your Treafury, for Bills to be drawn on us, to the Amount of upwards of 20 Lacks of 
Rupees, in direft Oppofition to our Orders of 30th June 1769, fills us at once with Surprize and Indig¬ 
nation : And we are little lefs afledled by the curlbry, yet determinate Manner in which you inform 
us, that you had preferred your own Scheme of Remittance, as more advantageous and lefs dif- 
trelfing to us, than that we had direfted you to purfue. But here, could we pafs unnoticed your 
having arrogated to yourfelves the Judgment of what Mode would diftrefs us the lead, we cannot 
but point to you, how erroneous you have been in your Opinion of the foperior Advantage of the 
Method propofed by you; for, upon an exad Computation made between the Terms preferibed in 
our Orders per Lapwing, and the Mode adopted by you, we find that a Lofs will be incurred by the 
Company of upwards of 3 1 per Cent, even allowing an Intereft of 4 per Cent, on the Sums, which 
would be paid fooncr upon the Terms we had direfted, than on the three ClalTes of your Drafts on 
us : This being demonftrable by the Evidence of Figures, we (hall not day to (hew the Dcfed of 
any other Motive afligned by you for fo extraordinary a Proceeding. 

127. But as in our Letter of the 27th of June laft, we pofitively forbad you to invade the Right 
we are refolved to referve to ourfelves, in refpeit to fixing the Terms and Rates on which we may 
indulge Individuals with Drafts on our Treafury in England i and as, by any Breach of Orders on 
the Subjeft of Remittances, you will become refponfible for the Effefts of it; we hope your future 
ConduA will free us from the Necefiity of adding the full Weight of our Difpleafure to the other 
Inconveniences which you may draw on yourfelves, by a wilful Difobcdicnce in a Matter of fo 
much Concern j we therefore have here only to remind you, that the Orders we tranfmitted per Lap¬ 
wing, refpefting the Amount and Terms of your Drafts on us, are to be punftually obeyed by 
you (until we ftiall think proper to make any Alteration therein) as you value the Continuance of 
our Favour, or regard the Confequences of our Refentment. 


E XTR AC T of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal •, dated 28th Auguft 1771.' 

Par. 35. The Surprize and Indignation we felt on the firft Intimation of your Intentions to open 
your Treafury for Sums to be received for Drafts on the Court of Direftors, at a Rate of Ex¬ 
change difterenc from our precife and pofitive Orders in this Refpeft, are increafed to fuch a Degree, 
on finding to what Extent you have prefumed to violate thofc Orders, that we want Words to exprefs 
our Refentment at the ConduA of fuch of our Servants as have thus manifefted a total Difregard to 
the Credit and Intereft of the Company, when the Convenience and Benefit of Individuals were in 
Competition with it. 

36. We have indeed (b folly apprized you (in our Letters of zyth June 1770, and loth April 
1771) in what Light we (hould confidcr every Deviation from our Orders refpcdling Bills of Ex¬ 
change, that it is altogether unnecefTary for us to inforce them, by a Repetition of Commands which 
have avowedly been countera£led. We, however, take this Occafion to repeat the Refolution we have 
taken, to make our Servants accountable to us for all the ill Efftits wjrich may refult from their Dif- 
obedience, in a Point of fo important a Nature. And here we think proper to advife you, that in Con- 
fequence of fuch Refolution, we (hall forthwith form a Calculate of the Lofs and Damage which the 
Company may fuftain by the unwarrantable ConduA of our Servants, who have prefumed to in¬ 
fringe on‘’bur Authority, and deviate from the Terms we had preferibed for Remittances through 
the Company’s Ca(h i and whatever Lofs (hall appear to arife from the Mode adopted by our Ser¬ 
vants, in Oppofition to our Orders, we (hallcxpca and require them to make good to the Company 
on their joint or feparatc Capacities. 


EXTRACT of Poftferipti dated the apth Auguft 1771. 

The further Inflance you have given us of your Difobedience to our Commands, in the Drafts 
you have made on vis by the Worcefter, conftrains us to add, to what we have already written on the 
Lbicft of Bills of Exchange, that you are, on no Account or Pretence whatever, to ilTue in future 
Bills on us for more than the Amount of £. 100,000, payable in one Year, exclufivc of Ixird Clive’s 
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Jaghire, and Certificates to Comtnanders and Officers of Ships* and a( the Rate of Exchange 
expreiTed in our Orders in 1769, by the Lapwing* Tou are to confider oUr Orders on this Point at 
poficiTc, and on no Account to deviate therefrom ; for we are determined you fhall be anfverable to 
us for all Conrequenccs which may enfue from our r^ufing to accept fuch Bills as fltall not be drawn 
in Conformity to our prefent Commands. 

Neverthelefs, if any Perfons ihould choofe to pay in Money to be fent to China for Bills on us* pay> 
able in three Years, according to the Terms formerly prefcribed per Lapwing, you may in that Ca^, 
and in that only, receive Calh to any Amount, and ifTue Bills on us accordingly. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal*, dated 24th November i;;*. 

Par. 12. From our repeated Orders on theSubjeft of Remitunces by Drafts on us, you have 
been thoroughly warned of the Difficulties that we ap|>rehended would one Day befal the Company^ 
from your a(^ing contrary thereto : That Day is now come upon us, and we are labouring under the 
greateft Preflure, in regard to a Want of Cafh, that we have ever yet felt i and indeed the Want is fo 
great, that nothing but the Aid we fhortly cxpeA from Parliament can polTibly give us Relief at pre¬ 
fent. Your unwarrantable Condud in drawing on us laft Year for upwards of One Million Sterling, 
added to the Imprudence of our Servants at Bombay in that Refpedt, and the further Sum of One 
Million the Company will lofe by Indemnity on Tea, have been the Means of creating thefe Diffi¬ 
culties. However, bad and difagreeable as our Situation is, it behoves us to take the moft eligible 
Methods to yield us future Supplies; and thofe appear to us to be, a Redu^ion of our Civil and Mi¬ 
litary Expcnces in India, and the procuring a large and ample Invellmentin the choicefl: Piece Goods 
that the Country of Bengal can produce, that arc proper for the Europe Market, with the largcft 
Returns in Raw Silk that are pofllble. In regard to Piece Goods, Mr. Guinaud, from his great Know¬ 
ledge in that Branch of Commerce, will fufficiently guide you as to the proper Adbrtments *, nor 
will MefiVs. Wils and Robinfon, whofe AITortments of Raw Silk already fent us have met with the 
mod general Approbation, be lels able to afford you Affiilancein that Article : And we moft earneflly 
recommend, that neither Care or Attention be wanting on your Part to cAcduatc tlxfe great Objedls, 
as well by procuring a large InveAmenr, as reducing your Civil and Military Charges ^ for fhould yout 
difeover a Supinenefs or Negligence in thefe Matters, when our Affairs call aloud for the Exertion of 
your utmoft Abilities, we (hall not fail to (hew that juft Kefentment on thofe who may fo offend, that 
is at all Times, though neceffary, yet one of the moil; unpleafing Parts of our Duty as Direflors. 

15. Notwithftanding any Thing faid in the preceding Paragraph, you are hereby abfolutely pro¬ 
hibited drawing Bills or palTing Certificates upon us for any Sums, or in favour of any Perfons whatfo- 
ever, in the Year 1773, except Certificates only for fuch Sums as the Commanders and Officers of our. 
freighted Ships are permitted, according to our ftanding Orders in their Inftrudions, to pay into our 
Cafh in Part of*thcir Privilege *, obferving, that we include in this prohibitory Order, your Drafts for 
I.ord Clive’s Jaghire, or for any Money we have heretofore permitted you to receive for Bills on us; 
And you are further pofitively enjoined to make all poflible Savings in each Branch o(our Affairs, for 
the Diftreffes of the Company aye fuch as immediately and loudly call for every Afliftance, and the re¬ 
trenching every Expcnce, 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal*, dated the23dSeptember 1772. . 

Par. 5. Although we have fully and repeatedly apprized you of the Light in which we confider 
the Licence you have taken in deviating from our exprefs and pofitive Orders of 30th June 1769 (per 
Lapwing) refpeifting your Remittances through the Company’s Calh i yet the Effefts of your Difob^i- 
ence being of fuch a Nature as may endai^r [be Credit of the Company, we deem it neceffary by this 
Conveyance, to renew our peremptory Injunflions that you do not, on any Account or Pretence what- 
foever, iflTue Bills for more than the Amount of One hundred thoufand Pounds (exclufive of Lord 
Clive’s Jaghire, and Certificates to Commanders and Officers of Ships, payable in One Year, and at the 
Rate ot Exchange exprelTcd in our faid Orders, per Lapwing)} which Orders are to continue in full 
Force, until we ihall fignify our further Pleafurf herein. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal} dated loth December 1773. 

47. The Subjeft of Remittances through the Company’s Calh, by Bills of Exchange on the Court 
of Diredors, having been confidcred in the laft Seillon of Parliament, a Law was accordingly enaifted, 
rellrifting the Company from accepting, pr otherwife binding themfelves for the Payment of, any Bills 
of Exchange, drawn by any of their Officers or Servants, at any of their Prefidencics in the Eall Indies, 
for any Sum exceeding Three hundred thoufand Pounds, exclufive of Certificates, to the Amount of 
Five thoufand Pounds, to the Commanders and Officers of each of the Company’s Ships, in the Space 
of any One Year, without the Confent or Order of the Commiffioncrs qf His Majefly’s Treafury, or 
tJie High Treafurer for the Time being. 
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48. It 
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48. It therefore only r^main/^with us to notify the faid Law to our Servants in India, and to pro* 
portion the Drafts allowed to be made on us for the faid Three hundred thoufand Pounds \ which we 
hereby do, fo far as concerns your Prefidency, in the following Manner: _ 

To Bengal, One hundred and Fifty-five thoufand Pounds, to be remitted by bur Civil and Military 
Servants f and the further Sum of Twenty-five thoufand Pounds, one Moiety of which latter Sum we 
would have referved for the Benefit of free Merchants afid others notin the Company’s Service, and 
the other Moiety for the Advantage of deceafed Perfons Eftitte, and o( Perfons returned from 
Company’s Service. 

49. And it isourPleafure that in the faid Sum of £. 155,000, you are to include Lord Clive’s Jaghire, 
which with the Sum of £. 25,000 as above mentioned (making together f.i8o,doo) is to be confider- 
ed as the total Amount of the Bills to be drawn by you in the Courfc of One Year, commencing from 
the ift Auguft 1774, and ending the 3ifl* July 1775. But we do not mean to include in that Sum the 

5,000, for which you are permitted, in pgrfuance of the faid Aft, tb grant Certificates to the Com¬ 
manders and Officers of each of the Company’s Ships during the Courfe of their Voyage. 

50. And it is alfo our Pleafure, that in the above«mentioned Sum of £> 25,000, you do include the 
Sum of £. 5,000, which is about One-third Part of the Amount of the late Mr. Watts’S EfFefts, as 
mentioned in our Letter of the 25th March 1772. 

51. The Bills you may draw for at 2s. afd. each Current Rupee; and muft be made payable at 
12 Months, and not at 365 Days, after Sight, without Intereft *, and the Certificates muft be made but 
as ufual, without mentioning either the Rate of Exchange, or the Term for Payment. 

52. Whatever elfe is needful for your Information upon this Matter will appear by the Aft above 
referred to, Copies whereof have been and will be tfanfmitted in thb Packets by the Ships Afia and 
Bute. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal; dated 31ft May 1781. 

Par. 17. We have taken into Confideration all Circumftances relative to the Bills of Eitchange 
drawn by you in lieu of the Amount authorized to be drawn for deceafed Perfons Effefts, and have 
agreed to accept the faid Bills; but we by no Means approve the Principle affigned upon which they 
are drawn ; we therefore pofitively prohibit the drawing of any Bill or Bills of Exchange, to be paid by 
the Company in England, except fuch as (hall be fpecifically appropriated and deferibed by our 
Orders^ and except in Cafes of aftual Emergency, which (hall fully warrant a Deviation from this 
Order. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Lettet to Bengal j dated 12th July 1782. 

Par. 57. Mr. Samuel Farmer, in behalf of Mrs. Farfficr and others claiming under the Will of 
the late Captain Edward Roch, having reprefented to Us, that the Attornies of William Benfiey, 
Efqv the afting Executor, had been refufed Payment of Two Bonds, One for Current Rupees 
48,900, and the other for 8,700 Current Rupees, bearing Intereft at 5 per Cent, per Ann. owing 
to the Sub Treafurer’s Conftruftion of a Memorandum made on thofc Bonds by Mr. Bcnflcy; but 
that Gentleman having fignified to us his Defire, that the abovementioned Bonds may be paid to 
his Attornies j we therefore direft that you pay the faid Two Bonds, one of which is N® 858, dated 
17th July i77iJ, for Current Rupees Forty-eight Thoufand Nine hundred and the other, N* 859, 
dated 31ft July 1776, for Eight thoufand Seven hundred Current Rupees, with fuch Intereft as may 
be due thereon j and grant Bills of Exchange for the Amount, payable to William Benfiey, Ei'qi or 
Order. 

58. As we are apprehenfive of a great Deficiency in our Calh in England, in conrequence of the 
Stagnation of our Commerce, we arc under the Neceffity of prohibiting you from drawing any Bills 
of Exchange upon the Court of Direftors the enfuing Seafon, except upon the moft urgent Occa- 
fions, unlcfs it be for the Amount of the Bonds mentioned in the preceding Paragraph, the Sum of 
/[. 27,000 for Lord Clive’s Jaghire, and £. 200 to Sir Charles Raymond, Bart. Should you deviate 
fiom our above Order, your Juftification will depend entirely on the evident Neceffity you Ihall be 
under for fo doing. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated a8th Auguft 1782. 

Par. 32. Having drawn upon us by the Ships of this Seafon for the Remainder of the unclaimed 
Sums permitted to be drawn in 1780, on Account of deceaftd Perfons Eftates, which we have 
accepted, although we have difapproved of the Mcafure in our Letter of the 31ft May 1781; we 
here repeat the Orders then given, prohibiting your drawing any Bill or Bills of Exchange, to be paid 
by the Company in England, except fuch as (hall be fpecifically appropriated and deferibed by our 
Orders, and except in Cafes of aftual Emergency, which Ihall warrant a Deviation from this 
Order. 


SiL. Com. Rep. IX. 
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(COPY.) 

RESOLUTION of the Governor General and Council, dated 8th April 1782 : 

AND 

PLAN of an Inveftment to be provided by Subfcription. 


COPY of a Refolucion of the Honourable the f^evernoj: General and Council, dated 8th April 1782. 

E Board judging it neceflkry, before they clofc their Difpatches for Europe, to come to foftic 
Dercrmination on the Letter from the Board of Trade, rcfpei^ing the Supplies which may be 
allotted for the inveftment of the Year 1782-3, and being now AirniAied with the following Papers* 
they proceed to take them into Confideration. 

Lifts of Ships now in India, and expefted in the Courfc of this Seafon. 

Blandford, — — Coaft and Bay. 

EarlofChefterfield, — D*. 

Egmont, •— — D*. 

Naffau, — —- Bombay and Bengal. 

Tartar, — — Coaft and Bay. 

Saliftjury, — D*. 

Northumberland,— — St. Helena and Bgigal. 

Thames, — China, 

Deptford, — — Bombay. 

Ships taken up, which would probably compofc the November Fleet. 


Ceres, 

.... 

Snow. 

Talbot, 

... 

Hindman. 

Norfolk, 

.. 

Bonham. 

Ganges, 


Richardfon* 

Hawke, 

... 

Cotton. 

Calcutta, 

— 

Thompfon. 

Morfe, 


Kent. 

Worcefter, 


Cooke. 

Royal Henry, 

Dundas. 

Alfred, — 

— Brown. 

In the Country. 


Neptune, expe^ed from Bombay. 

Chapman. 

Refolucion. 

Southampton, going to Bombay, and may be too late to lave the 
Seafon for China. 


State of the Warehoufc, and Eftimaie of the Inveftment expefted by the End of April 1783. 

Goods in the Import Warehoufc a8th February 1782, as per Report, amounting 
CO Current Rupees — — 1,16,86,50a 

Amount of Cargoes for the following Ships, ^as per Statements, ex- 
clufive of Charges, 

” ' ■ — C. Rup*. 15,38,100 

— — 


Valentine, 

Refolucion 

Chapman 

Southampton 


Goods expelled in the Courfc of the Year, from the 
FaAories and Aurungs, eftimatad at — 


Calcutta, 29th March 1782. 


12,13,900 

20,000 

-43,55.0s® 

73*31*470 

— — 35,00,000 

Current Rupees 108,3 i,47o.> 


(Signed) 
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The Board fefnark* from thefe Accounts, that there will be Fourteen Ships which may be ex* 
peAed in the Cwrieot the enfurng Seafon i and deeming it advifeablc to leflen the Rifle to the Com¬ 
pany, by diminilhiog the Value of the Cargoes, and lightening the Burthen of the Ships, fo that 
they may be able fo fail with greater Expedition, and, if attacked, to make a better Defence againft 
an Enemy % 

Refolve, That it be rnommehded to the Board of Trade, not to lade more than the chartered 
Tonnage on any Ship which they ihall difpatch to Europe during the War. By this Rule it may be 
concluded, that the Goods now ready, and expefled in the Courfe of the Seafon, will furnilh Car¬ 
goes for Nine Ships. 

But as the Court of Direftors will probably have difpatched a rubfequent Fleet of Ships in March 
laft, which is not included in the above Lift *, and as it is reafonablc to fuppofe that the Tonnage from 
Europe will be increafed by the Number of VeflTels which may come out to India with Troops and 
Military and Naval Stores, of which there is ncceflarily at prefent a greater Expenditure j it will be 
proper likewife to ptovidc for the Return of thefe Ships, which muft otherwife remain upon De- 
morage. 


The Board at the fame Time take into their mature Confideratlon the diftrefled State of the Com* 
pany’s Affairs in the Carnatic, and the Neceflities of the Prcfidcncy of Fort Saint George, which, by 
the laft Letter from the Prefident and SelcA Committee, appear to be fo great, that without the moft 
ample Support and Afliftance from this Government, they feem to defpair of faving the Country from 
the Hands of our combined Enemy: This Object muft therefore claim the flrft Attention of the Board, 
and will evidently require all their Exertions and Refources to provide for it. Thus circumftanced, 
they are convinced of the Impoflibility of allotting any Sum whatever to the Board of Trade, for an 
Inveftment this Year, out of the Public Funds, excepting the Amount, which they will of courfe 
realize, from the Sale of the Company’s Import Goods, as falling within their own Department. 
But reflefting at the fame Time, that the total Stoppage of the Inveftment might have a very preju¬ 
dicial EffcA upon the Company’s Credit in Europe} and as it appears neceffary to prevent, if pof* 
Able, the great Charge of Demorage which will be incurred, if the Ships arc either fuffered to re¬ 
main here without Cargoes, or to return empty i and, if pofllble, to prevent the Foreign Nations 
from reaping the Beneflc of the Trade from this Country i 

The Board think it eligible to adopt the following Plan for furnilhing an Inveftment by Subferip- 
tion from Individuals, who (hall be entitled to the Indulgences of Tonfiage and Freight upon the 
Company’s Ships, according to the Mode allowed for the Privilege of the Captains and Officers. 

The Benefits of this Plan may be comprized within the following (hort Propofuions. 

]ft. That it will furnifh complete Cargoes for all the Company’s Ships, which.muft otherwife lie on 
Demorage, or return empty. 

ad. That it will keep up the procefles Currency of the Inveftment. 

3d. That it will open a new Channel of Remittance, and abolilh the Pradlice, by precluding the 
Necefllty of it, of remitting private Fortunes by Foreign Bottoms. 

4th. That it will prevent the Exportation of Bullion. 

5th. That It may lead, with the Improvement which Experience will fuggeft, to feme permanent 
Mode of Remittance for private Fortunes, which, for many Years paft, has been a great and per¬ 
nicious Drain to thefe Provinces, of combining it with the regular Provifion of the Company’s In- 
veftment. 

6th. That it will yield fome Profit to the Company, without Rifk } and the national Gain will be 


the fame as that upon the regular Trade. 

A true Copy. 


J. P. Auriol, See'. 


PL AN of an Inveftment to be provided by Subfcripiion, 

ift. That Subferiptions be opened, for the Sum of 80 Lacks of C. Rs. divided into 8000 Shares of 
C. Rs. 10,000 each-, which Ihall be applied tothe ProviGon of an Inveftment, conQfting of io-i6ths 
of Raw Silk and Silk Piece Goods, and of 6-i6ihs of Cotton Piece Goods. 

adly. That a Book be opened at the Secretary’s Office, for inferring the Names of the Subferibers, 
wkh the Number of Shares for which they Ihall refpeftively fubferibe, until the 31ft of next Month, 
when it (hall either be clofed, or continued open to a further Period, by Order of the Board, and due 
Notice given. 

3dly. That the Advances (hall be made by the Subferibers in the following Proportions, and at 
the following Periods: 

One-half by the 30th June, 

One-fourth the 15th Auguft, and 
The remaining Fourth 15th December. 

4th, That three fenior Servants of the Company, being Members of the Board of Trade, (hall be 
appointed Commiffioners for the Receipt of the Sums fubferibed, and for the Charge and Manage¬ 
ment of the In^ftment, to be provided with them i and to whom the Subferibers (hall agree to entruft 

^Tbtt coSSb?y to the Example of the Company, in the Conftitution of the Board of Trade^ 
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and the Succedion of the Members to vacant OBHres, the Prefident be appointed Senior Co^- 
mifllonery and the two other Commiflloners be appointed by Ballot of the Members of the Board of 
Trade, now refidcnt at the Prcfidency. 

6th, That the Commiflloners (hall be allowed a CommiflTton, formed on a grofs Allowance of Seven 
per Cent, upon the net Produce of the Sales in England, with a Deduftion from the faid Allowance of 
all the Charges of Office, of forting, of embaling, of (hipping, and all other contingent Charges in¬ 
curred on the Goods, from the Time of their being received in Calcutta to that of their being laden 
on their refpeAive Ships; reckoned at the Exchange of 2 /. 6 d. for each Current Rupee, and with a 
further Dedudlion of the Proportion of the Commilfion from the Surplus, which (hall hereinafter be 
declared to be the Property of the Company. 

7th. That the Commilfion (hall be divided between the Commiffioners, in the Proportion of 
4-toths to the fenior CommifTioner, and ^-loths to each of the other Commiflloners: That for 
the Satuifaftion of the Subferibers, the Commiflloners (hall, upon their entering upon their Office, 
declare upon Honour, that they will neither ^rive nor receive any Advantage or Emolument what- 
foever, direftly or indircdlly, from the Proviflon of ehc Inveflment, or from any Engagement or 
Tranfadlions, except their allowed Commilfion ( nor knowingly fuffer any other Perfon adling under 
their Authority to take any undue Advantage. Which Declaration (hall be made in Writing, (lib- 
feribed by them jointly, and lodged with the Governor General andCouncil •, and every new Com- 
tniifioncr, on his fuccecdtng to that Charge, (hall fign to the fame Declaration. 

8 th. That the Duty of Government (ball be charged in Account, upon the Goods provided with the 
Amount of the Subfeription, and (hall be remitted and brought again to their Credit, as is the Pra&ice 
with the Duty charged on the Company’s Inveftment. 

9th. That the Goods provided with the Amount of the Subfeription, (hall be (hipped on Account 
of the Honourable Company, and configned by (eparate Invoices to the Court of Diredors. 

loth. That the faid Goods, after their Arrival in England, (hall be fold on the Company’s Account, 
and at the ufual Periods of their Sales. 

I ith. That after Payment of Duties, Proportion of Freight, and fuch other Dcdudlions for Privi¬ 
leges as arecuftomary in England, with private Trade, laden on the Company’s Ships, the Remainder 
01the Produce of the Sales (hall revert to the Subferibers, and be declared to be their Property, and 
divided in Proportion to their rcfpedlive Shares, payable at the ufual Periods, after the Sale of each 
Cargo. 

lath. But if the CEconomy of the Commiflloners, the Quality of the Goods, or the Demand of the 
Market, (hould cauie the net Produce of the Sales, after deducing all Charges, including in the 
Charges the Amount of the Commilfion, to exceed the Rate of zs. zd. for each Current Rupee 
of the Invoice Amount, the Surplus (hall be taken by the Company as their Property. 

13th. That Certificates, in quadruplicate, of each Subferiber’s Proportion, in each feparate Cargo,' 
figned by the Commiflloners, (hall be delivered to each Subferiber, to entitle him to receive his Share 
in the Dividends. 

14th. That the Purchafes of Raw Silk be reduced, conformably to the following Inflrudtions from 
the Court of Direftors, in their General Letter, bearing date rath May 1780, Paragraph 31 and 39, and 
lower if it can be. 

** Par. 31. Our Intentions are to promote the Italian Filature, and to encreafe, as much as polfible,' 
*' the white Sort of Silk, which ought never to be fpun coarfer than 5 to 6 Cocoons. For every Qua- 
“ lity a proportionable Price (hould be allowed •, and we apprehend, that for the Quality of 5 to 6 

Cocoons, white Sort, the Price (hould not be higher than 13 Sicca Rupees per Seer 
“ That of 5 to 6 D® Yellow D' — 12 — D* 

“That of 7 to 8 D® D® D® — xi 8 D® 

•* That of 5 to 10 D® D® D® — ii — D® 

“ That of 10 to 12 D® D® D* — 10 8 D® 

“ That of X 8 to 20 D® D® D® — 9 x2 D® 

“ Particular Care muft be taken in receiving the Silk, nOt to pay the Price agreed for unlefs the 
,*• Quality correfponds exaftly with the Muftcr and Agreement •, and it muft be the Bufinefs of the 
V Chief, and the Export Warehoufe Keeper, to attend to this Point.” 

“ Par. 39. You muit give particular Attention, that true Proportion be obferved between the 
“ Prices, which we judge might be flxtfor the various Qualities of the Filature Raw Silk, and which 
“ will, on an Average, render it about Sicca Rlupees xi per Seer, for the Five Sorts Yellow; the old 
“ Bengal wound, in AfTortment of Five Letters, (hould not exceed 7 Rupees per Seer. And wc' 

muft inform you, that the Company will alw|yslole by Silk, in Proportion as you exceed the Price 
“ above mentioned.” » 

X5th. That it (hall be allowable for the Commiffioners, with the Approbation of the Governor Ge¬ 
neral and Council, from Time to Time, to make fuch other Regulations as they (hall judge neceflTary. 
for the general Intcrcfts, or for afeertaining and fecqring the particular Rights of the Subferibers. 

A true Copy, 

J. P, Auriol, Secretary.’ 
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EXTRACT of Bengal General ConfUltations, 30th July 1781. 

iQ RDERED, Tliat the Treafury be opened for the Receipt of C. Rs. 10,00,000, to be taken up 
on the above Remittances to China, and on the Terms meptioned in the following Advertifc 
ment. 

Fort William, 30th July 1781. 

Advertisement. 

The Honourable the Governor General and Council having refolved to export the Opium now in 
their Warehoufes toChina, to ferve in lieu of theiifual Remittance in Bullion ; they hereby give public 
Notice, That they will open their Treafury for the Receipt of Current Rupees 10,00,000, from the 
Civil and Military Servants of the Company, the Reprefentatives of thofe retired from the Service 
and gone to Europe, or the Adminiftrators to the Eftates of deceafed Perfons. Certificates will be 
granted by the Honourable the Governor General and Council; which will entitle thofe who pay in 
Money to Bills, to be drawn by the Supra Cargoes at Canton, for the Proceeds of the Opium, on 
the Court of DireAors in Leadenhall Street, at the Rate of Sicca Rupees 214 and 4 Pice per 100 
Spanilh Dollars i and the Dollar to be rated at whatever may be the Exchange fixed by the Supra 
Cargoes for the Seafon in which the Bills (hall be drawn. Subferiptions will be received at the Se¬ 
cretary’s Office, from all Servants of the Company, Civil or Military, who are willing to partake 
of this Remittance, provided they be delivered in tx^fore the 25th of next Month. A Diftribution 
will then be made of the Remittance; the Shares to be regulated by the Rank which the Sub- 
feribers hold in the Service: Which Diftribution will be lodged at the Treafury} and the Amount 
allotted to each Subferiber to be paid into the Treafury on or before the loth September, after 
which the Treafury will be clofed. 

The Rifque of the Voyage to be on Account of the Company i and (Itould any Accident happen 
to prevent the fafe Arrival of the Ship on which the Opium is to be laden, in China, the Money 
fubferibed will be repaid at the Treafury in Fort William, with an Intcrcft of Eight per Cent. •, or 
Ihould the Ship not carry Funds to China equal to the Amount fubferibed, the Supra Cargoes will 
curtail, from the Drafts allotted to each Subferiber on the Court of Diredors, a Sum equal to the 
general Deficiency on the whole Remittance i and whatever Sum may be fo curtailed, will be repaid 
«t the Treafury in Calcutta, with atl Intcrcft of 8 per Cent, a Voucher being produced from the 
Supra Cargoes, that fuch Dedudion was made. 

Ordered, That the above Advertifement be immediately publifited, and a Copy fent to the Sub 
Trcalurer, with Diredions to receive the Amount fubferibed, whenever the different Shares (hall be 
determined, agreeable to the Terms inferted therein. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 22d November 1781. 

The Board taking into Confideration the Necelfity of raifing Money upon the Opium which is to 
be configned to the Supra Cargoes at Canton by the Nonfuch, in conlequencc of their Refolution of 
the 17th September, and referring to the Publication ilTued on the 20th July laft, upon the Occafion 
of lading 1490 Chefts of Opium on the Betfcy, the Proceeds of which arc to be paid into the China 
Treafury, 

, ■ Agreed, That the following Publication (hall be now iffiied, for taking up the Amount of iq 
L acks of Rupees, on the like I'erms, for the prefent Occafion. 

- WHEREAS the Honourable the Governor General and Council have refolved to take up a further 
Loan of 10 Lacks of Current Rupees, upon the Security of the Opium now preparing to be exported 
by the Nonfuch, on the fame Terms as that which has been received in confequence of their Adver- 
tilcmcnt, dated 30th July laft, upon the Opium exported by the Bctfcy j 

Notice is hereby given. That Subferiptions will be received at the Secretary’s Office to the Amount 
of 10 Lacks of Rupees, to be paid into the Treafury by the Parties fubferibing, any Time before 
the 31ft January ncxr, for Certificates to be granted by the I lonourable the Governor General and 
Council, to be exchanged at Canton for Bills at the ufiial Sight, on the Honourable the Court of 
Directors, to be drawn by the China Supra Cargoes, tor the Amount wh'ch (hall be realized from the 
Sale of the faid Opium, at the Rate of Sicca Rupees 214, and 4 Pice per 100 Spanilh Dollars, and 
the Dollar to be valued in Sterling Money, at whatever Exchange may be fixed by the laid Supra 
Ciirgoes, for the Seafon in which the Bills (hall be drawn. 

The Rifque of trarifportiiig and felling the Opium will be on Account of the Company j but 
(hould its fafe Arrival or Sale be prevented by any Accident, the Money fubferibed in confequence 
of this Publication is to be repaid to the Subferibers, or their Affign., at the Tiealury in fori Wil- 

SH.COI..K.P.1X. N Ham. 
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liatn, with Intereft, from the Date of its Receipt, at the Rate of 8 per Cent, per Annum •, or if the 
Fund realized at China from this Configninent (hall be unequal to the Sum received here upon it, 
the Supra Cargoes are to limit their Draffs in Proportion to each Subferiber, and the Difference will 
be repaid to them refpcftivciy, with Intereft after the above Rate, at the Treafury in Calcutta, on 
tendering Vouchers from the Supra Cargoes expreffive of fuch DeBciency. 

Fort William, By Order of the 

a zd November 1781. Honourable the Governor General and C*. 
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ARTICLES of a Treaty and Agreement, concluded between the Governor and Council of Fort 
William, on the Part of the Englilh Eaft India Company, and the Nabob Syef ul Dowla. 

On the Part of the Company. 

Xj^E, the Governor and Council, do engage to fecure to the Nabob Syef ul Dowla, the Soubah- 
darry of the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Onfla, and to fupport him therein, with the 
Company’s Forces, againil all his Enemies. 

On the Part of the Nabobs 

Article I. 

The Treaty which my Father formerly concluded with the Company, upon his firft Acccfllon to 
the Nizamut, engaging to regard the Honour and Reputation of the Company, and of the Governor 
and-Council, as his own ■» and that entered into with my Brother, Nabob Nazim ul Dowla; the fame 
Treaties, as far as is confiftent with the true Spirit, Intent, and Meanmg thereof, 1 do hereby rat^f 
and confirm. 

Article II. 

The King has been gracioufly pleafed to grant unto the Englifh Eaft India Company the Dewan- 
neefhip of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, as a free Gift for ever j and I having an entire CooBdence in 
them, and in their Servants fettled in this Country, that nothinjg whatever be propofed, or carried 
into Execution by them, derogating from my Honour, Dignity, Intereft, and the Good of my 
Country, do therefore, for the better conducing the Affairs of the Soubahdarry, and promoting my 
Honour and Intereft, and that of the Company, in the beft Manner, agree, that the protefting the 
Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and the Force fufficient for that Purpofe, be entirely left to 
their Diferetion and good Management, in Confideration of their paying the King Shah Aalum, by 
monthly Payments, as by Treaty agreed on, the Sum of Rupees 21666610. 9; and to me, Syef ul 
Dowla, the annual Stipend of Rupees 4186131 9: viz. the Sum of Rupees 1778854. i. for my 
Houfe, Servants, and other Expences indifpenfably neceffary; and the remaining; Sum of 2407277 8. 
for the Support of fuch Sepoys, Peons, and Bercundaffes, as may be thought proper for my Af- 
wary only ; but on no Account ever to exceed that Amount. 

Article Ill. 

The Nabob Minaugh Dowla, who was, at the Inftance of the Governor and Gentlemen of the 
Council, appointed Naib of the Provinces, and invefted with the Management of Affairs, in Coi> 
junflion with Mah Rajah Doolubram, and Juggat Scat, fhall continue in the fame Poft, and with the 
fame Authority, and having a perfedt Confidence in him, I moreover agree to let him have the Dif* 
burfing of the above Sum of 2407277. 8. for the Purpofes above-mentioned. 

This Agreement (by the Blefling of God) I hope will be inviolably obferved, as long as the Englifh 
Company's Faffories continue in Bengal. 

Dated this 19 th Day of May, in the Year of our Lord 1766. 

(Signed) 

W. B. Summer. 

H. Verclft. 

Randolph Marriott. 

H. Watts. 

Claud Ruffell. 

W. Aldcrfey. 

Thomas Kelfall. 

Charles FJoyer. 
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£ X It R A C T of the Articles of a Treaty and Agreement between the Governor and Council of 
Fort William, on the Part of the Eoglilh Eaa India Company, and the Nabob Mcbarick ul Dowla, 
dated 4ift March 1770. 


Article IP. 

£‘"8 has been gtacioudy plcafed to grant unto the Englifli Eaft India Company the Dewatl-* 
fiefethip of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriflfa, as a free Gift for ever; and 1, having an entire Confidence in 
them, and in their Servants fettled in this Country, that nothing whatever be propofed, or carried 
into Execution by them, derogating from my Honour, Intcreft, and the Good of my Country, do 
therefore, for the better conducing the Affairs of the Soubahdarry, and promoting my Honour^and 
Intereft, and that of the Company, in the beft Manner, agree, that the protcftlng the Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, and the Force fufiScient for that Purpofe, be entirely left to their Di- 
reftion and good Management, in Confideration of their paying the King Shah Aalum, by monthly 
Payments, as by Treaty agreed on, the Sum of Rupees Two Lacks Sixteen thoufand Six hundred 
and Sixty-fix, Ten Annas, and nine Pice (Rupees 2,16,666. 10. 9.): And to me Mebarek ul Dowla, 
the annual Stipend of Rupees Thirty-one Lacks Eighty-one Thoufand nine hundred and Ninety- 
one, Nine Annas, (31,81,991. 9.) viz. the Sum of Rupees Fifteen Lacks Eighty-one thoufand Nine 
hundred and Ninety-one, Nine Annas (15,81,991. 9 ) for my Houfe, Servants, and other Expences 
indifpcnfably necclTary, and the remaining Sum of Rupees Sixteen Lacks, (Rupees 16,00,000) for the 
Support of fuch Sepoys, Peons, and Bercundafles, as may be thought proper for my Aflwarry only, 
but on no Account ever to exceed that Amount. 


EXTRACT of Scleifl Letter from Bengal} dated the i3th March 1770. 

The fudden Demifc of the Nabob, Syef ul Dowla, which happened a few Days ago, is an Event 
we deem our Duty to communicate by the carlieft Conveyance. A malignant Small Pox, which has 
raged, and continues to rage with great Violence at Murflicdabad, was the Occafion of his Death 1 
and the Groffnefs of his Habit, joined to the ExcrcUe of fome Intemperances, gave double Force to 
the Diforder, and haftened his Fate. 

Mabarek ut Dowla, his younger Brother, who is about the tenth Year of his Age, being the next 
in the Line of Succeflion, h.as, by the Prefident and Council, been recognized, and Orders have been 
tranfmitted to the Rcfident at the Durbar, to affift the Minifters in feating him with the ufiial Forma¬ 
lities on the Mufnud, which is a Meafure we hope will prove the mod confident with your Intered, as 
well as with the Meaning of the loth P.aragraph of your General Letter of the 16th March 1768 1 
and is alfo a popular Eleftion in the Eyes of the Natives. 


EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal} dated the 25th Augud 1770. 

Par. 47. The Nabob, Syef ul Dowla, was, after a few Days Illnefs, carried off by the malignant 
Small Pox, on the lOth of March lad, about Three o’Clock in the Afternoon. 

48. The Refident at the Durbar immediately informed us of it, and wc ordered Minute Guns to 
be fired, and every other Ceremony to be folemnized, ufual on fuch Occafions. 

49. As the Right of Succeflion had been cdablifhed by you, in the prefent Line of the Family, 
we fent immediate Dircdlions for fetcing the late Nabob’s Brother, Mahbaurek ul Dowla, on the 
Mufnud} we proclaimed him in Calcutta ; and we direffed Meflrs. Becher and Alderfcy, to attend 
the Ceremony at the City, and to afllirc his Excellency of our Support and Attachment, 

50. The Allowances received by his Brother were, according to your Orders of the 16th 
March 1768, continued to the new Nabob. 

51. We likeyvife drew out a new Treaty to the fame Purport as that entered into by the late Na¬ 
bob } and, after it was executed, we delivered one Copy to his Excellency, another was put into the 
Hands of the Minifters, a third is depofited amongft our Archives, and the fourth we fend you in this 
Packet. 


extract of General Letter to Bengal; dated 10th April 1771. 

Par. 36. When wc advert to the Encomiums you had pafled on your own Abilities and Prudence,’ 
and on your Attention to the Company’s Intereft (in thcExpoftulations you have thought proper to 
make on our Appointment of Commiflioners to fuperintend our general Affairs in India) we c.annoc 
but obferve with Aftonifliment, that an Event of fo much Importance as the Death of the Nabob 
Syef ul Dowla, and the Eftablilhment of a Succeffor in fo great a Degree of Nonage, fhould not 
have been attended with thofe Advantages for the Company, which fuch a Ciicumftance offered to 

37^'we mean not here to difapprove the preferving the Succeflion in the Family of Mir Jaflir» 
on the contrary, both Jufticc and Policy recommend a Meafure, which at once correfponds with t^e 
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Cuftoms and Inclinations of the People in Bengal 1 but when we confider the State of Minority of 
the new Subah, we know not on what Grounds it could have been thought necelTary to continue to 
him the Stipend allotted to his adult PredecelTors. 

38. Convinced as we arc, that an Allowance of Sixteen Lacks per Annum will be fufHcient for 
the Support of the Nabob’s State and Rank white a Minor, we mult confider every Addition thereto 
as fo much to be wafted on a Herd of Parafites and Sycophants, who will continually furround him i 
or atleaft to be hoarded up*, aConfequence ftill more pernicious to the Company. You are there¬ 
fore, during the Nonage of the Nabob, to reduce his annual Stipend to Sixteen Lacks of Rupees. 
And this we have the greater Rcafon to require, as we Hnd ourfclvcs fubjefted to the Payment of large 
Sums, due from the Revenues of the Dewanny before the Company became poflclTed thereof, on Ac¬ 
count of the Navy Donation, and the Arrears of that to the Army; the Balance due for Reftitution 
to Europeans*, Colonel Munro’sDemand of Two Lacks; the Debt to Bolockidafs, and the annual 
Sum of One Lack for Ten Years, which we .have agreed to pay to Juggat Seat; all which prefs on 
us with fuch united Force, that our Treafury will be bnablc to fatisfy thefe feveral Demands, without 
wounding our commercial Interefts, and endangering our Pollcirions in Bengal. Being once relieved 
from this Load of Incumbrances, the Savings we may expeift from this Redudlion, will properly be¬ 
come a Fund for Military Exigencies; which Fund, being folely applicable to the Defence of the Pro¬ 
vinces, will contribute no lefs to the Nabob’s future Benefit, than to that of the Company. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 20th July 1781. 

lixtrafb of Heads of Inftruflions, from the Governor General to the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlab, 
refpeding his Conduft in the Management of his Affairs. 

3d. Your monthly Income is 1,33,333. 5. 6. 3. let the Sum of 1,16,000 Rupees be appropriated 
to your monthly Expences, in the Manner propofed by the firft Article, and the Remainder, being 
17,333. 5. 6. 3. per Month, fee apart for the Payment of your Debts. 

The Secretary acquaints the Board, that in Obedience to the Orders of Mr. Wheler, he Yefter- 
day wrote the following Letter to the Committee of Revenue: 

Gentlemen, 

It having been reprefented, that the punctual Payment of the Nabob Mobarek ul Dowlah’s Stipend 
is abfolutely neceffary to render the Arrangements which have lately been made with him effcftual, 
I obey the Orders of the Board, in defiring, that you will adopt fuch Meafures as will fecure the re¬ 
gular Advance of 1,30,000 Rupees per Menfem to thcRefident at the Durbar, to enable him to 
difeharge the Nabob’s Stipend. 

Council Chamber, I am, &c. 

J9th July 178 (. 
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STATE of Madras Trade. 

^FORGE SMITH, Efquirc, attending according to Order, was aOced, How long he refided 
^ in India, where, and in what Capacity ? he faid. He arrived in India in the Year 1764; he refided 
at Madras from 1767 to Odlober 1779. Being afked. What was the State of the Trade at Madras, at 
the Time when he firft knew it? He faid. It was in a flourilhing Condition, and Madras one of the 
firft Marts in India. Being afked. In what Condition did he leave it with refpeft to Trade ? he faid, 
At the Time of his leaving it, there was little or no Trade, and but one Ship belonging to the Place. 
Being afked. In what State the interior Country of the Carnatic was, with regard to Commerce and 
Cultivation when he firft knew it ? he faid, Ac that Period he underftood the Carnatic to be in a vvell- 
rultivated and populous Condition, and as fuch confuming a great many Articles of Merchandize and 
Trade. Being afked. In what Condition it was when he left Madras, with refpedt to Cultivation, Po¬ 
pulation, and Internal Commerce? he faid. In refpeft to Cultivation, greatly on the Decline, as alfo in 
rcfpefl: to Population *, and as to Commerce, exceedingly circumferibed. Being afked, What was the 
general Produce of the Revenues of the Nabob of Arcot, when he firft became acquainted with the 
Subjeft ? he faid. He underftood that the Revenues of the Nabob amounted to Thirty I.acks of Pa¬ 
godas per Annum, clear of the Expences or Charge of Collcftion. Being afked, At what they were 
eftimated when he left India ? he faid. He cannot exactly fay, for they were greatly diminifhed *, one 
Inftance of which is, that the Revenues of the Province of Arcot, in 1765 and 1766, yielded 
Fifteen Lacks of Pagodas per Annum, and before his Departure from Madras it was faid to have 
yielded the Nabob only Eight Lacks per Annum; and that the ocher Countries had proportionably 
1 diminifhed 
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dimioM in their Revenues, owing to a Want of Cultivation. Being aflted, To what he thinks tliat 
Want of Cultivation was owing ? he faid. He has heard, and does apprehend, that Want of Culciva- 
Uon was owing'to the Oppreffion of the Nabob’s Government over the Inhabitants. Being aflted, 
Upon what Authority he grounded his Opinion? hefaid. Prom the Converfation of the Natives, and 
the general received Opinion of the Communi^ at large at Madras. 
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EXT R A C T of the General Letter from Bengal j dated 30th November 1778. 

Par, *3/JN our laft Letter We advifed you of the DifFerences which exifted between us and the 
Board of Trade, on the Subjefl: of the Supplies sranted to their Department, for the Pro- 
viBon of the Annual inveftments, from the Date of their Erablilhment to the End of the prefent Sea- 
foo \ and tranfmitted fome Accounts thereof for your Notice. As we have held a further Corrr- 
fpondtnee with the Board of Trade on this Point, we think it proper to requeft your Attention to conf. i+ih Sf?, 
the Papers which relate to it, entered in the Confultations referred to in the Margin. ' 

24. You will obferve from thofc Materials, and from the Accounts which are enclofcd in this Packet, 
that we have admitted the large Sums drawn from us by the Commercial Agents in the Years 1776-7, 
and 1777-8, over our Rated Promifes for thofe Years and by fetting the Amount of Goods aSually 
exported, with Charges of every Denomination, againR the Amount of Advances aftuaily made to 
the Commercial Department, we (truck the Difference on the 30th April 1778, which left a Balance 
due for the Completion of the Invedment of this Seafon, ending on the 30th of next April, amounting 
to Current Rupees 77>35»365. 12. 3. This Amount has been reduced, Two-thirds by fubfequent 
Payments, and the Remainder we have agreed to ilTue to the Board of Trade as they (hail apply for it, 
within the Period when ic falls due. 

25. As an Attention to the different Periods particularised in the Letter from the Board of Trade 

to us, under Date the 3d July, would only tend to produce the like Confufion hereafter, as ConC isthjuiv. 
we have now experienced, and as fuch DiRinftions rouft be indifferent to us, we think it mod regu¬ 
lar that our Advances of Caih to the Commercial Department, for the Purpofes of the Invefl- 
ment, (hould be fixed from the 30th April in One Year, to the 30th April in the next i the Amount 
iffued to its Agents may ^en always be made to correfpond without (lipulatcd Promifes, without any 
Difficulty, and no Ground will be left for Difference with refpeA to the particular Seafons for which 
the Money is intended, as the Application of ic will reft entirely under the Orders of the Board of Trade, 

26. On an Applicatioif made to us by the Board of Trade, to determine the Amount of the Supply 

which we might be able to grant them for the Year 1779-80, we entered our feveral Opinions, 9>h >•>). 
which we beg Leave tp Mint out to your Pcrufal. Wc arc agreed in the Propriety of fixing the Sum 
for the next Year at the fame Amount as the prefent; viz. 1,40,00,000 becaufc we apprehend that, ex- 
pefting the fame, you will have made a Provifion of Tonnage accordingly. But wc think it our Duty ro 
apprize you, that it will be impolTible for us to continue fuch extenfive Supplies; and we have no Doubt 
that you will be convinced of this, when you confidcr that they have proceeded in a great Degree 
from cafual and extraordihary Refources, which we cannot exped always to command ; and that in 
fome Objedls thefe have how been ftruck off; for Inftancc, in the Reduction of the Nabob's Debt, 
and the Prohibition of I>afts upon you, and in others. Additional Demands are made upon us 
for the Services of the other Prefidencies, and the Expence of providing againft the War. 

27. Wc therefore propofe, as foon as we (hall be able to do it with any Accuracy, to fix the fu¬ 
ture Supplies to be granted to the Board of Trade for the commercial Exigencies of the Company, 
at one invariable Amount per Annum, calculated more proportionably to the net and regular Income 

^of this Government. In the mean Time we beg Leave to recommend, that you will be pleafird to 
confider, and point out, what particular Articles of the Inveftment may the beft admit of a Decreafe, 
and the relative Proportion which (hould be obfenred in the Execution of it. 

POSTSCRIPT. 

Wc (hould have contented onrfclves with the referring you generally, as we have done, to our Con¬ 
fultations for the Particulars of our Differences with the Board of Trade, if wc had not thought that 
their Letter, which is juft font in for our Pcrufal, required a further Explanation of fome Circumftanccs 
therein let forth. 

2. Wc acknowledge, that wc thought it neceffary to ftop the Receipts of the Board of Trade in 
the.Month of June laft, upon a Report made to us of their having overdrawn our promifed Sup¬ 
plies to that I'lmc; but the Statement thereof, which they allude to, although a rough Account, 
prepared for immediate Obfervation, was afterwards ctmfirmed by corredled and full Accounts, Cjnf.j4.hSep. 
clearly proving that the Board of Trade had overdrawn the Amount of our ftipulated Promifes for 
Two or Three Years back, very confiderably. 

Sel. Com. Rep. 1-X. , O 3- On 
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3. On fubmiuing this Accoant to the Kemarks of the Accountant to the ^oard o]f Trade, his pri^n. 
cipal Objeftion was to the Sum of C. R‘ 17481,736.5. A^.vjinccd ia the Vear 17^-6; which, he 
faid, was appropriated to the Invcftment of i774>'5> Buti ej^cltmve of t|ie Cifcdnilfan'ee of the 
Application of the Board of Trade, after its Appointtqept, for Mdney, ex^re'fling that tlic laid 
Money was particularly for the Invcftment of 1775-6, and the natural COifkdulldn that all theli' 
fubfequent Applications, not defining any Year’s Inveftment, muft be for the fame, we clearly 

14th st»t. proved, by an Account, of which a Copy is entered in the Confoltations, that the Balance of Calh 
and Gt^s, in the Commercial Department, on the 1 ft May 1774, after the Departure of the laft 
Ship of that Seafon, added to the Advances made to it from that Period to the ift Oflober 

1774, when our former Account began, exceeded their Exports of 1774-5 by the Sum of 

C. R* 16,45,709. 8. 10. , 

4. Thus, had we admitted the Obje&ioA of. the Accountant, afterwards adopted by themfelves, 
there would liave been an unappropriated Balafce for th^t Year of C. R* 44,27,445. 14, 3. whicli 
they wanted to have totally rejcAcd from the Account.] 

5. Not having annually adjufted our Accounts xitn the, Board of Trade, we had no Method of 

ftating them precifeiy, but by giving them Credit for the Supplies we Rad pfotxiiftd, and debiting 
them for the Amount a^ually advanced i but as we aficerwa^s found that the latter had fo far 
exceeded the former, we agreed to admit it on one Side, in Oppofitipn fo the Anfiount of 
aiftual Exports and Charges on the other. In this we think we did evefy Thing that could be de- 

fired by the Board of Trade j we are fore we did every Thing that could ^ done with Pro¬ 

priety, to arrive at a fair and equitable Statement of our Concerns with them. By tlds Account, 
ctofed to the 30th April 1778, they appear tp have had in Hand a Balance of C. R* 62,64,6^4. 3. 9. 
which we of courfe confidered as a Parc of the Supply of 1778-9, and confequently detertnined thiA 
the Sum of C. R* 77,35,365. 12. 3. remained to complete the fttpulatcd Amount of 140 Lacks at 
which we had fixed the Inveftment for this Year. 

6. Since the Board of Trade lay fuch particular Strefs on the dlfterent Dates from which they 
reckon their Inveftment to commence, and thofe from which we have calculated our Supplies, we 
muft obferve it is Matter of Aftonilhment to us, that they ftill adhere to this Mode of reafon- 
ing} which we have not only confuted in our Letters to them, but which, if coiilldcrcd, appears 
abfurd in itfelf. By telling us that the firft Advances for the Inveftment, which we reckon from 
April to April, begin in Oftober, and yet that the Year of the Invcftincnt docs not end till the 
March of tne Second Year after, k would appear as if they wanted to compare the Dilburfements 
of 17 Months with the Advance of 12 Months, without confidering, that by the fame Rule the 
Dilburfements made in the Second Month of October, which falls within this Space, ought to be on. 
Account of the Inveftment of the enfuing Year. 

7. We therefore repeat U as our Opinion, that it is very immaterial to the Inveftment, whether we 
calculate our Supplies from April to April, or from Feju’uary to February. The Sup^fties of any 
given Period let againft the Diftiurfements of the fame Period, ought to ftiew the Inveftment for that 
Period i and the Balance remaining unappropriated ought to be confidered as a fre/h Refource. And as 
we have ever regarded fuch Balance to be a Parc 01 the next Year’s Supply, it follows of courfe 
that an Alteration of the Account from April to February, as the Board pr Trade feem now to ex- 
prefs their Wilb, would give us a Right to reckon the Balance in their Hands on the 28th February, 
inftead of 30th April, and the Advances made io the Two intermediate'Months, as a Part of their 

S rcfent Year’s Supply fo that we can by no Means allow the Account to include a Space of 14. 
lonths inftead of la. 

8. Upon the Whole, we hope you will concur with us in Opinion, that for the Sake of Regularity, 
and in order to afeertsdn the real Amount of the Advances made to the Commercial Department 
at any particular Period, it will be fufficient for this Government to fix the Sum Which Iball be 
fupplied them annually from April to April, or, in other Words, from the ift of May to'IRe goth 
April enfuing the Period ,of clouiu your Books, without troubling themfelves about the Appropria¬ 
tion of it, this being a Subje6I of Detail which can be underftood only by thofe converfant in the 
Bufincis, and ihould be particularly manaaed under the Diredion of that Board, which has been 
appointed to fuperintend your Commercial Interel^s. 

9. Our Letter, which was written Jbeftue we had feen that addrefied to you by the Board of 
Trade on the a 8th November, will be we truft, to give you a perfed Idea of the Caufes of 

our Interference in the Calc of Mr. Bartw i out we think it neceftary to remark on fome Pafiages 
in their Letter, where they treat of this Subjed } viz. fpeakiog of us, they fay, ** And they were 
pleafed, upon his Appeal to them, without|any previous Reference to us, to refolve, See.” In 
order to authenticate the Fad, we thou^^t it fufficjcnt to call for, and examine the original I.etter 
from the Board of Trade to Mr. Barton ; This was of itfelf Authority for us to decide upon 
immediately, as it contained the Reafons of ttte Board of Trade at large for the Sufpennon of Mr. 
Barton -, and we thought it incumbent on to reverfc the Ad on the Infufficiency of thofe Rea¬ 
fons, and on their Want of legal Power to fufpend a Member, except in the Manner and Form di- 
reded by your Inftrudions. 

10. We take Notice of a like Informality in the Advice conveyed to you by the Board of Trade, 
lefp^mg Mr. Bateman \ where they fay, ** We have, purfuant to your Diredions, forpended Mr.. 
** Bateman from his Seat at this Board.” 

11. Wc (hall conclude with obferving, that the Board of Trade declare themfelves free frorh all 

Rcrponfibility 
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fiefponnbtlit]^ in the Eefton^on oi Mr. Barton, iitd. alt die fame Tiqie fay, they do not acknowledge 
our Authority k U$tm of Nature. We piOfutte that they can ha?e none. Their Powers of 
fufpMdiflg being ekhrly de^oird it^ limited by your lailroAionj. In the Cafe of Mr. Barton, they 
eould only e»A:ote your Ordwa i We-concdvc th« M QO Right to force thofe Orders into a wrong 
InterfiretatioD, And Bnee we fu^her conceWe all Pomer reus with us, as your immediate Repre-* 
fentatives, except in Aich Cafeanayou bate fpccifically Excepted, Wf enfy were Judges of that Inter¬ 
pretation. 

I a. We cannot quit this Sub]«ft without taking Notice of one very extraordina^ and dangerous 
Principle, alTerted in the following Paragraph: 

“ With refped to the Governor General and Council, they have now aflumed the Privilege of 
“ bung the Interpreters of your Orders to ypur Commercial Servants; Orders which muft be 
” executed by us, and for the Execution of which we ate re^nflble. They have interfered in 
* a Cafe which, of all others, feenw exclufively to belong to us, me Rqe<ftiofl, and in this particular 
*' Cafe, the Eleflion, of Members of our own Board. 

« Of the Confcqueitoes of fuch an Extenfion of Aothonw,.and to Conformity to your Inten- 
** tions and Regulations, we humUy leav/ejrou to judge) only earneftly requefting, that a Point of 
« this Imporunce may not be left k Doubt, bM tto* you will be plcafnd, by an early Opportunity, 
<* to draw a clear and decifive Line between the Two Departments;” 

13. I'he Powers which we poBeis, are derived from an Aft of Parliament, fubjefting the Exe. 
cution of them to your Commands* The Board of Trade derive their Power from your Commands 
alone, which are conuined in your General Inflruftions of the 20th March 1774: As Servants of the 
Company, they aVe Rill fubjeft to our Authority in all Cafes not fpecificaliy excepted from it in 
thofe Inftruftions, Thefc define, in the oleareft and moR comprehenfive Manner, their Power of 
fufpending the Members and Servants of ttoir own Department. You have given them no Power 
of Sufpenfion in any Cafes different from tnofe which your Orders deferibe) yet they now affirm, 
that they have the Right, and even the excluRve Right, not only of fufpending, but of rejefting 
and elefting the Mem tors of their own .Board. 

We think it neceffary to recommend this pev Doftrine to your very particular Attention, becaufe 
we think it derogatory, both to our Authority and to yours, and bccaufe we think the Affumption 
of illegal Powers dangerous to your IntereRs and even to your Conftitution. 
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EXTRACT bf Letter from the Board of Trade, at Fort William in Bengal: dated the 
28th November 1778. 

^Par* 8.<%^E. had the<FIonour to inform you, in our Letter of the 5th January 1778, that the 
Governor General and Council had granted to us the Sum of C. R' 1,40,00,000, 

‘ fisr the InveRmenc of Ithf prefent^Year 1778-^ ) wbiM. was reckoned to commence, according to the 
iwftablifised Praftice, onifhe iR Mar<kt and ends the 28thFebrua^. 

In the Month of Junekft theCourfe of our.RcccIpts, on Account of this Supply, was inter- conr. ijthjuat tn*, 
ropced, from an Opinion, then adapted by .the Goveroor General and Council, that the whole 
Amou«>due to-us' was not only, aftually' paid jup, but that we had received an Excefs of Twelve 
Lacks; for which we^were to account. This. Pinion, was derived from a Statement of Account 
-nlifedjjnot upon the; RipuM Suppjy of 140 Z^fiks, from March to February, but upon a 
conjcftural ERimatc made In the Month of December preceding and comprehending fuppeftd Re- 
‘ t^aud'D^rfimnUi fmm:Iyky to April % a Paper (uroilhed at their Dcfire j in its Nature uncer- c^nr. ,9th jane 1771. 
min, and no'Way binding .upon us. When we had evinced, that fuch a conjcftural Account could 
not poffibly to a Standard to qs, in itfpeft either of Time or Amount, both which were accurately 
and formally fixed by the Stipulation which thq Governor General and Council themfclvcs had made, 
our Idea ot Rating on one Side thepiiooiiRd Sqpply, and on the other the Advances made to us, Conr.jsjai^. 
'.was in Part admitted by tJ^m tibpt a.gcneral Account was formed from the Inftitution of this 
Board to the joth April lyyS*, by which it was made to appear, that at the laft-mentioncd Date 
we had only about 26 Lacks to receive of the One hundred and Forty Ripulated for 1778-9. In 
this Account, however, no Credit was given us for the InveRment of 1774-5, to the Provifion conf. i4r«iy<77S. 
whereof we had applied a confidcrablc Part of the FirR Supplies given us: And much Time . hJ*- 
aifd Trouble, bcRowcd in the Difeuffion of this Article, produced no entire Agreement. Neither 
could the whole Difference between us to hereby determined, fince we had, in the Courfc of the 
Three preceding Years, by Sums received from the Governor General and Council, been enabkd to 
’*^ 6 ' provide 




A P P E N 1> I X, K‘i«. ' 

provide snd export to a larger Amount than thepromiled SuppfiM of TIilrei Xe^i«otl bf.^tij% lo 
one general Account the profiled SuppliK and Adva^ orfour Veani^ >wliich iMludra »978.9t 
whatever Amount we received over and above the SraH^iioDt 0^ dH firft Ti^ Yean, iiiftead w 
being balanced bv the proportionable Exports ma^ iil!ttare Tears^ wotAd in Faft hi taken back 
from us out of the fpeclBc Supply of 140 i<acHs i^r'FopAh Year, wbenAw tlic fettled, PmyifiiMt 
of that Year would have been greatly reftrifted, and twrErtgfgemeo6‘^|>fd^^ unftdfiUed* 

c»ar. lotb 00.1^78. . At length this Mode of Adjuftment was airo,reIin^utCbe(), and a general Account ftaied \ wherein 
we had Credit for all our Exports, and the daltnee dim. to m on the jdth ApriHai^ on Account 
of the Supply of 140 Lacks for the Year 1778*9, appeared to be C. ia« 3* Buft 

thouah all our Claims were in Subflance thus acknowledged, it was with the Annexation of a new 
Condition, which if maintained muft not only impair our pmleht Refources, but mateiially incom¬ 
mode our BuQneis in future. Our Annual Ipvekment is reckobed to commence with the ift March, 
and to end the a8th February i which Divilio^ai be^n choien at nibft convenknc for enabling us to 
export the whole Yearly Pravifion upon die'^ppuiAdlf One Sealbn \ OUr Advances have according 
ly been calculated for this Divilion of the Year, andihe laft Supply of 140 Lacks was granted to us 
for the inveftment ending with Februaiv ijyo', * Bht thbdgh' mb Accoona of our Invdlment, and 
the Supplies for it, are regulated for the Yekr Aom March to February i yet the Advances for fome 
Articles, particularly Raw Silk, are required ,mU(% fooneir 'dian the Commencement of the Year of 
Invedment, even as early as November and Oftober: And it has been ufod to make fuch Ad¬ 
vances in thofe Months, in order to Tecum the beft Provifioo for the Company. Thefe feveral Cir- 
cumftancei we had Occafion to reprefent at length to the Governor General and Council, in the 
Courfe of our Corrcfpondence upon the Subjeft m Supply V but- neverthelefs, in acknowledging the 
Balance above raenttoned to be due to uH, upon a Statement of Supplies and Exports, they 
have extended the Time of its Payment and Appropriation ffom the ftipulated Period of the a 8th 
cour.HNov. February to the ^oth April, and have declared to ns their Refolution to make the la(i:>-mentioned 
Date the Beginning of the Year of Supply in future. Hereby, in the firft Place, the Supply of 140 
Lacks is made to be a Supply for Fourteen Months inftead of Twelve 1 fo that the Returns for it, were 
the lad Part of it to be withheld till April, coUld not go Home by the Ships of one Seafon, and the 
Advances required in the Months of OAober and November for the Inveftment of i/yp-So, will be 
withheld till April following, when they can be of noXJfe for the Inveftment of that Year i becaufe 
certain Articles being furnimed in thofe Months only, the next Cfoportunlty that returns for the Pro- 
viflonofthem will ^ in OAober and November 1779, and the Goods procured by Advances made 
there, cannot be in Readinefs for Expoitation before Oflober or November lySo; So that infaA, 
by delaying the Advances for Six Months, from November to April, a whole Year’s Provifion of 
Mtain Articles will be loft. For the IliulU-ation of this Point, we b^ Leave to note more parti¬ 
cularly the Periods at which Advances are ufually required for fome Parts of Inveftment. 

Coflimbuzar Silk.—The November Bund, fo termed from its being the Produce of that Month, 
is the beft Silk of the Year, From the Procefs through which it goes, and the Time it occupies, it 
is not prepared to go Home by the Ships of (list Yev in whliih it is produced. As it is the prime 
Part of the Silk Inveftment, in Point of Quality, and In order of Time, and at the latter Bunds 
cannot be brought to the Prefidency before February, and the Contraftors are not paid in full till 
their Deliveries are compleated in that Mondi, it appears that the Prpvifion, which is commenced in 
November 1778, is not bnilhedtill February lySo, fo tkat this ProvifiM, from th'eNature of it, cannOt 
be bounded by Twelve Months, nor of courie can the Advance made for it be in Reality called an 
Advance for Twelve Months. 

The Salt Petre Inveftment, in like Manner, begins in November, indeomes down to be exported 
in Twelve Months after the February following. 

The Dacca Inveftment, though it may bq compijehended within Twelve Months, requires that the 
Advances Ibould be made early in the ^afod, in order to prevent any ^ the foreign C«dipitoie!i end 
private Merchants from interfering in the Purebife of the fine ABbrcmenti. 

From what has been faid it fumetentiv appears,' that an InwivetioA in the Period of our Grants 
of Supply, and in the fixing of a PeHo^. tO Which our Provifioh iinWever exaftly conforoH -would 
be produaive of very great InconveoienceiVind if die GovIrtfolrOebeitl and Council dq not fee 
the Expediency of receding in this 'rant, We muf; ei^ieft fhit i -great'PUqiortioii of-the Pro¬ 
duce of 1779-80 will be loft, ’ i fc 

'oDf. yi Nut. 1778, As thc Period at which the Advanc^' for (« Provifion of fhould commence is already 

arrived, we have requefted the Governor"Gdieml and Council c6 fix (hb Amount of our Supply .for 
that Year. We liave not yet received a deteridilate Anfwer from them | but if the Means are'fur- 
nilhed us at the proper Seafons, we are well ccAvinced that we cen provide an ample Inveftment. 

9. Upon this Occafion, we cake the LibedW again tp reiiueft, that your Or^ of InVtftoaent 
for the Year, may be Tent us earlier in (be Sellon, for thit of the pfofent Year is not yecasneed 
with us, although the Month of November .hC^njg lod the W Provifion commencing. { 
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Extract bf Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, dated tl)« 
a6th January 1779. 

Par. 6 . Since the Date of our laft Addrcfs to you, the Governor General and Council have cenc ud Dk. 
fixed the Supply for the Inveftment and Commercial Charges of the Year 1779-So v that is to fay, 
iccording to their Definition, until the 30th April 1780; at One Croreand Forty Lacks of Current 
Rupees. We have no Doubt of being able to make the Provifion for which this Supply is cal¬ 
culated, by the 18th of February 1780; and fubmit to your Confideration, what we have already 
faid on the Inconveniences of extending the Year of Supply and Inveftment from the aSch February 
to the 30th April, 


extract of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 29th March 1779. 

Par. lO. Our Accountant General having informed us that an Excefs of C, R*. 77,849. 4. 4. 
had been received by the Board of Trade, on Account of the prefent Year’s Inveftment, lb early 
as the 30th of September, we ordered that this Sum might be carried to their Debit, and conlidered 
as a Part of their Advances for 1779-80. They acquiefeed in our Defire, and requefted that all 
Drafts drawn by their Agents in our Favour, flioold be alfo carried to their Debit in Account; but, 
conlidering that it would be attended with Hs EmbarralTment, or other Inconvenience, to receive 
Payment of them until the Advances of the enl'mng Year commence, we defired that they might 
be difeharged. 

II. In their Letter of the jyth Inftant, they applied for Current Rupees 21,72,269, notwith- Caar.MdMwth. 
Handing they had at that Time received 24,92,731 Rupees on Account of Advances for the enfuing 
Year, before the Commencement of it; and again repeated their Requeft for us to pafs in Account the 
Bills-drawn upon them by their Agents. Had we complied with their Application, it would have 
been giving up the Point which we have fo long contefted j it would form a Precedent for them to 
alk the like Advance, grounded on the like Ncceflity, for 1780-81, before the Clol'c of the Year 
1779-80; and, in Effeft, inftcad of the Sum of 1,40,000, allowed for the Service of this Year, 
they would have received near 2,00,000. We therefore refuted our Aflcnt to their Requeft, and 
defired they would immediately difeharge the Bills drawn by their Agents in our Favour. 


EXTRACT of the Genera] Letter from Bengal, dated i4tb January 1780. 

Par. 26. You were advifed by our General Letters of laft Seafon, that the Board of Trade had over¬ 
drawn the Supply allotted to their Department for the Year 1778-9, in the Month of February 
laft; yet in April they made a particular Application to us for further Advances, and reprcfcntcd, Coaf, »6th Apui >779. 
that the Provifion of certain Articles of the Inveftment could only be cfFcdtcd by timely Advances 
of Money to the Manufadfurers, which made it neceftary to require an Anticipation of the Yearly Sup. 
ply equal to the Amount of fuch Articles. As the Regulation of the proper Periods for making the 
Advances and Iflucs from the Commercial Department, was a Point of Detail in which we never 
meant to interfere, we could not admit that this Plea, however well-grounded, made any Altera¬ 
tion in the Faft before us. We had agreed to advance to the Board of Trade a fpccific Sum, within 
the Year contained between the 1 ft May 1778 and the 30th of April 1779. If we had already 
advanced more than this Sum as early as February 1779, the granting them a further Supply in 
March or April, under whatever Mead it might be claimed, would certainly be exceeding our In¬ 
tentions by fo much as thn received above the Supply ftipulated, and confequently mult defeat our 
Purpofc in limiting their Credit to any given Amount; We therefore declined to comply with their 
Requeft. Yet, for the Convenicncy of their Affairs, wc confcntcd to allow the Surplus which they 
had drawn above that Year’s Supply, to be carried to the Account of the enfuing or current Year’s 
Supply of 140 Lacks, as an Advance made before the Commencement of it, and to divide the Ba¬ 
lance neceffary to complete the Supply into n equal Proportions, to be iftUed in fo many Monthly 
Advances from our Treafury. 

ay. Some Inconveniencies however having been found to attend this Mode of making our Advances 
to the Commercial Department, we have agreed, at the particular Requeft of the Board of Trade, to /“'/• 

divide the Annual Amount for Supply into Four equal Pans, and 10 ilTue it to them for the future 
in Quarterly inftcad of Monthly Payments. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, dated nth 
January 1780. 

Par. 4. In our Ad^lrcfs pf the 28th November 1778, we informed you that the Governor General and 
Council had declared their Refolution to conftitute the Sum voted us for the Inveftment of 
lyyS-a, ending the 28tb February,. »fuU Supply for Fourteen Months from the ift March 1779 to 
the 36th April 1780, and to begin our Annual Advances in future on the ift of May, inftcad of 
B2l.CoM. Rep. IX. P the 
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the ift of March. We ftated to you largely, the Diminution which this Aft would occafion in' the 
ftipulated Supply for 1778-9, and the Inconveniencies which fuch a Change in the Year of Inv^ 
ment would produce. Our Addrefs to you pafled of courfe under the Notice of the Governor 
General and Council, and your Opinion upon it majr determine how far it ftiould have influenced 
them. At that Time, Advances on Account of the Inreftment of 1779-80 had, according to the 
ufual Praftice, commenced i our Supply for 1778-9 was all engaged on Account of that Year, and 
ihuahlc by the aSih of February 1779. Wc could not poffibly fubmit to remain inadlive until the 
I ft of May, when the new Supply was to begin. The valuable Previfion made between November 
and April would have been loft, the Inveftment of One Year incomplete ( and we were not without 
Hope, that the Governor General and Council, feeing the Matter in this Light, would have receded 
from their Defign. With fuch Refources therefore as wc could command, we went on as ufual in 
making the Advances required in thofe Months; and in March 1779, when our Wants prefled upon 
us, wc renewed our Applications to the Governor General and Council for Affiftance. They gave us 
a pofuivc Hef'ufal, grounded on Keafons which wc could not receive as concluGvc, and ef which we 
therefore ftated to them the infufficicney. We dlfo entered again into the original Qiicftion concerning 
the Commencement of the Year of Supply: We fliewrf the Ncccflity of Advances before the ift of 
May s the Caufes which had naturally led to a Conclufion of the Year of Inveftment on the 28th of 
February; the Eftabliftiment of this Practice; the ill Confequences of changing a convenient and 
fettled Mode; wc quoted what we had written to your Honourable Court, under Date the aSth No¬ 
vember; and laftly, we urged that the Inveftment of 1779-80 was aftually going on, and Part ©Ht 
providing by Contraft. The Anfwer of the Governor General and Council cxprefiTed a determined 
Adherence to their former Declarations. Wc rcprCfcnted to them upon this, the large Amount which 
was a£l:u.illy advanced for the Inveftment of 1779-80 •, obferved, that the reft of the'promifed Supply 
would be obl'ervcd by the End of February 1780, and that there would be no Fund for the Providoti 
to be made on Account of the fucceeding Inveftment between the Months of November 1779 and 
April 1780, milefs by an Anticipation, and that thus itmuft be always; We, ilierefore, as no bet¬ 
ter Expedient feemed praiVicable, propofed that they lliould make a /eparate Allowance for 
the Advances iflued between November 1778 and April 1779, which would put it in our Power to 
Clofc the Account of that irregular Portion of the Year; and that they fhould, from the 1 ft May 
1779 to the ift May 1780, make good to us the full intended Supply of 140 Lack?, whereby 
we fhould be enabled to fall in with their Idea of beginning the Year of Inveftment on the jft of 
May, and applying their Grants in future to thofe exafl Periods for which they fhould intend them» 
and thus all Caufes of prefent and future Difference on this Score be removed, " Tbefe Inftances were 
alfo iiiellcdual; One fmall Concclfion only was obtained. It was their Refolmion, that the Supply 
of 1779-80 lliould be furnilhed in equal Monthly Portions; they now agreed to relax lb far, as that 
the premature Advances lliould not be placed againftthe firft Monthly Payments, which would have 
kept us entirely out of Money for levtral Months; but that the Balance due to us on the ill May, 
lliould be divided into Twelve equal Portions, and One Portion advanced us every Month. Nothing 
more remained in our Power. Wc were obliged to fubmit to thefe Conditions, and as weforefaw 
gr. .It Perplexity in carrying on Two Syftemsjfodiflfercnt from each other as that of their Supplies and 
our Advances, wc felt the Neeefllty of refolving, that the Year of Inveftment Ihould commence, both 
.It the Subordinates and in our Books, with the ift of May; that of courfe the Inveftment of 
1779 80 Ihould be extended to the 30th April 1780} the Supplies for it be advanced in Monthly 
Portions, as wc receive them, and the additional Allotments required in confequcncc of this Change, 
be accommodated in the bell Manner our Means could enable ns: All which was accordingly done, 
as may be Iccn at large in our Confultations of the 5th of M.ny. Thus ended the Corrcfpondence re¬ 
lative to tiie Amount and Period of the Annual Supply for the Provifion of your Inveftment. 

5. Vciy I'oon alter the Alteration in the Mode and Period of making the Advances, Reprefenta- 
tions were lent us from the principal Fadories, ftrongly fetting forth the Inconveniencies and Difad- 
vantages of it. Thefe Keprefentations arc very ample-, and inftcad of fubmitting to you fuch aa 
Abftraft of them as could be offered in this Letter, wc beg Leave to refer you to the Confultations 
maiked in the Margin; noting here only, as an Obfcrvation which arifes from the Whole 6f them, that 
making Advances by Monthly Portions, or fixing the Period for commencing the Inveftment on the 
ill May, will never anfwer. We communicated fcvcral of thefe Rcprcrentaiions to the Governor 
General and Council, but they peremptorily refufed to depart from their Refolution. 'The Whole of 
this Subjcfl we now therefore beg Leave to refer to your Confidcration. 

6 . We find it neceflary to fpcak in the next -Place more particulariy of the Receipt of our Sup¬ 
plies. As we have already intimated, almoft all the Reprefentattons to which we have referred, atid 
others now noted, pointed out the Unfuitablcnefs and Infufficicney of Monthly Portions of Advances j 
and we were fenfiblc of the Impropriety of it, that whenever we could, we granted fome Latitude^ 
After a Trial of Two Months, therefore, wc requefted the Governor General and Council, fo far to 
depart from their Arrangement, as to fumifh our Supplies by Quarterly inftcad of Monthly Pay-- 
ments. To which, upon Confideration, they affented *, and this Alteration took place from the ffrft’iof* 
Augull laft, when wc received an Order on thehr Treafury for the Quarter then commencing. But 
however difpofed the Governor General and Council were, to accommodate us in this Refp^, vre are 
obliged toobferve, that the State of their Treafury did not admit of making us purtdtuai'Paymifats,, 
which of courfe added much to our Embarraffments. 

On the 6th of Augull there was owing to US of the Stipulation for July, C. R*. 3105,429.12. On the'. 

.5 . fOlV 
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aoth Auguft we had received no Ready Money on Account of the Order for the Qiiarter commenc¬ 
ing with that Month j we bad only C. R‘, 4,206. i^. 2. in the 'I'rcafiiry. There werMarge and urgent 
Demands upon us for the inveftmentof the Calcutta Aurungs, and the Fulfillment of our Engage¬ 
ments with the Silk Contractors: The Bufinefs of the inveftment was, in Ihort, every where m rapid 
Motion i and deftitute of the Means of continuing its Currency, we law it ettpofed to be dangeroufly 
impeded. In this Extremity, the only Refource to which we could turn, was that of a temporary 
Loan for our immediate Occafions, on the Strength of the Quarterly Treafury Order, already men¬ 
tioned. The Expcnce of Intereft we deemed a trivial Coofideration, to the Motives which pointed 
to this Meafure; the Realization of the Order on the Treafury was not to be doubted, nor ol' courfe 
ftha Termination of this TranfaClion •, we faw no Hazard from the Expedient, iinlefs poflibly to our- 
Ihlves perfonally, from adopting it; and againft this we placed the enl'uring of the Currency, Safety 
and Completion of your Inveftment ■, we therefore refolvcd upon the Meafure, and borrowed Six 20 au|. >77; 
Lacks of Rupees on ^nd, payable by the 31ft (rf Oftober 1779, with an Intereft of Five per Cent, 
per Annum. 

7. In part Payment of the Quarterly Order beginning in Aoguft, we had taken Bills on the conf. ii/i Aug. 
Provincial Councils} thefe Bills were not regularly>nrwered. From every one ©four principal 

Fadorics have we had repeated Complaints of the Failure of expefted Supplies; fomc of the Bills si 

have aftually been returned to us, and we have been obliged to adopt different Expedients for re- I,] ' 

lieving the Diftrefles of our Chiefs. The Detail of this Subjed would appear tedious here, and our 
Proceedings give that Exhibition of it, which will beft explain our Situation. It is fuilicicnt to add, 
that upon another Review of our Funds on the 14th September, we found, that of the Six Lacks bor- 
rowed to fatisfy Demands at the Frefuicney, we were obliged to divert Four for relieving the Wants 
of the Subordinates: That the general Treafury was unable tofupply us with any Part of the Quarterly 
Order ; that we had only C. R* 6,515 in our own Treafury; and that there were Bill prefllng Demands 
upon it. The only Alternative appeared to be, a Stagnation m the Bufinefs of the Inveftment, or a fur¬ 
ther Loan. Upon the fame Principles on which wc had aCIcd before, wc chofc the latter, and bor¬ 
rowed Four Lacks more, on the fame Conditions, The Period of the Loan is now paft ; but by the conf. 14th Sep». 
continued Delays in our Payments from the general Treafury, a great Part of our Bonds ftill remain 
outftanding} as we muit reckon however upon receiving by the 30th of April the full Supply of 
the Year, lo of courfe the Sum which we have borrowed upon this Fund will be dilcharged. We 
cannot but trutt that the Meafure which wc have thus adopted will be confidered as the Rcfult of 
evident Neceflity} as authorized by the Order of Treafury in our Pofieflion; as ferving a very im¬ 
portant Piirpole; and (bccaiifc terminating with the Year) produftive of no ill Confcquence. 

8 . After giving this Information refpeiling our Receipts, it remains only to ftate to you the 
Kinds, Quantities, and Amount of Goods ordered to be provided *, and this will be found in a general 
Abftrad of the Inveftment of 1779- 80, which goes as a Number in the prefent Packet; (hewing the 
Value to be C. R* 1,47,83,780. ii. u. which fomewhat exceeds the Grant of the Year, becaufc 
of the Extenfionof the Provifion to Fourteen Months, that is from ift March 1778 to the 30th 
April 1779, as already fet forth. The Contracts wc have made in the Courfe of the Year arc 
exhibited in the Abftraft above-mentioned, to which we beg Leave to refer. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, dated 29th 
February 1780. 

Par. 6. The Governor General and Council have not yet notified to us the Amount of the 
Supply which they will grant us for the Year 1780-81; but we hope they will be enabled to do it 
foon, and to return to the former Periods of iffuing ilic Advances) for we difeover new and moft 
ferious Inconvcnicncies from the Mode adopted in the Beginning of the prefent Seafon, and are 
already, from Neceflity, in forae Advance for the Inveftment of the new Year. 


EXTRACT of the Genetal Letter from Bengal, dated 29th November 1780. 

Par. 10. Wc have been repeatedly addreflTcd by the Prefldent and Members of the Board of 
Trade, on the Mode of advancing them Supplies by Quarterly, inftead of Annual Payments; and 
they have reprefented to us alfo the Inadequacy of the Amount fixed for the Inveftment and Com¬ 
mercial Charges of the prefent Year, to the other which you had fetit them, the Provifion they 
could make, and to the Tonnage ufually fent our. With refpeft to the Mode of advancing the 
Supplies, our Refolution having been taken on fuflicient Grounds, we thought ourfeives obliged to 
abide by it. You have already been informed of the many Rcalbns and Confiderations which 
induced us to limit the Ifllics to the Commercial Department to the fixed Sum of One Crore of 
Rupees: The fame Reafons, and the (kme Confiderations exifting, and indeed enhanced by the 
eonftant Demands upon our Treafury for other important Services, we could not depart from 
them* 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT Board of Trade’s Letter, 21ft November j 780, to the Court of Dirc&ors. 

Com, nh Mur. i:8o, 15. The Mode of advancing our Annual Supply by Quarterly Portions, and the Commence- 

mentof the Year of inveftment on the ill of May, have continued Subjefts of our Correfpon- 
S3 Miy. dcnce with the Governor General and Council *, and it is not vuithout real Reludlance that we now 

j! auj.‘ introduce them here. The Inconvenicncies of thefe Two Methods have been explained to you 

largely, in our Letters of the 28th November 1778, and the 11th January 1780 j the fame Fails 
need not be again enumerated} but it is very material to obferve, that they ftill fubfift, and that we 
yet labour under thofc Difadvantages which wc have repeatedly fet forth to you in the tail Two 
Years. Having failed in our Endeavours to demonftrate them to the Governor General and Council, 
with whom certainly it can be no Objedt of ours to maintain unneceffary Difference, we have no 
Rcfoiircc but in your Honourable Court. From the Modes lately adopted, the Provifion of your 
Inveftment is cramped and othcrwife injured j the Fadls and their Confequenccs are fully before you t 
it belongs to you to determine whether the general St*e of your Affairs require their Toleration t 
or whether, without ultimate Prejudice to other Imcfefts, the Bufinefs of your Commerce might 
not return to its former Channels. We hope it will be underftood, that we take not upon u$ to 
judge of Meafurcs further than they concern ourfelves i wc write from the Inconvenicncies wc f«l, 
and if thefe appear to you in the Light in which we view and have reprefented them, we flatter our- 
fclves that you will deem it expedient to apply fuitablc Remedies to them. 
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To the Secret Committee of the Honourable Court of Diredtors of the Honourable United 
Eaft India Company. 

Honourable Sirs, 

TN the prefent alarming Situation of your Affairs (which their Diftance, the long and momcn- 

tons Interval which will have paffed before you can receive the Knowledge of them, and the 
Diffentions which are ever attendant on public Calamities, will be too apt to exaggerate) you will 
probably expedl that I fhould inform you of my particular Sentiments concerning them j and I anji 
the more deflrous of conforming to this Suppofition, from a Belief, coo ftrongly founded, that the 
Meafurcs ncceffary for the Prefervation of your Poil'cllions and Interells in India, will be inevitably 
produdlive of one Conrequcnce, of which you ought to be early apprized, that you may be enabled to 
obviate it in the Proviftons which I underiland will fall regularly under your Confideration, foon 
alter the probable Receipt of thefe Difpatches. I bear too high a Refpedt for the Charadlcrs to 
which I addrefs myfeif, to treat them with the Management of a preparatory and gradual Intro- 
dudlion of an unplcafing Reportand as it is the only Point of fubllantial Information which I 
fhali have to convey to you in this Letter, I fhall therefore make it the firft Subjedl of it. 

The Conl'equence to which I allude, is the Neceffity to which I forefee that we (hail be compelled, 
of making a large Rcdudlion, and poflibly a total Sufpennon, of your Inveftment for the enfuing 
Year. 1 cannot pronounce what our Ability may be beyond that Period: This will depend on 

Contingencies too variable and remote for prefent Conjedtiires.-In Juftification of the Mcafure 

itfelf, which I have predidled, I muft remark, that it will be lefs an Adt of the Board, than, as I 
have before intimated, the Refuit of an unavoidable NcccOity; in which no Option will be left us, 
but either to facrifice the temporary Profits of the Company} or to hazard for ever the Exiftence 
of all that they polTcfs for the Sake of retaining them. It will be impoflible, at the fame Time 
to provide for the vaft Expence which will be required for the SubfiftenCe and Defence of both 
your other Prefidrncies, and for an Inveftment, in Addition to the encreafing Exigencies of this Go¬ 
vernment, and all from its own unalTifted Rcfources. 

Wc have been already reduced to the mortifying Extremity of borrowing Money at Intcreft, by 
which we have raifed the Sum of 64,44,601. 6. This Refource cannot laft : It muft ceafe at a 

certain Period, and that perhaps not diftant*, but the Exigency which called it forth will ftill re¬ 
main the fame, and muft be anfwered. 

Wc have no other Fund from which we can defray it, with the prefent Appropriation of our 
Means-, for, cxclufively of the foreign CalU, our own interna^ Expenccs have accumulated, and will 
yet increafe, notwithftanding all the Care and Oeconomy that we may ufe to check them'; as we 
muft replace all the native Troops which we have detached tp the Relief of the Carnatic, and as it 
is t# be apprehended that our Revenue may fufief by the large Drafts which wc (hall be‘obliged to 
make of our current Specie. 

I will confers, that I am more alarmed at the Novelty of the Mcafure, than convinced of any real 
2 Detriment 
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Detriment of which it will prove to your Interedi % when I confidcr that your Ships are detained id 
their Outfet for Months, by the Want of Hands to navigate them, and liable, without any Ex¬ 
emption or Diftindtton, to the fame Hardfhip as the Neceflity of the public Service impofes on com¬ 
mon Vcffels of Trade» that they arrive too late to be difpatched in the fame Scafon j that equal De. 
lays often attend them in their Return, which is accomplifhed with Hazards fo great, that at lead 
a Part of their Cargoes cannot fail, without great Negligence of our national Enemies, to fall into 
their Hands; and in that Senfe lb much of your Invcdment may be affirmed to be provided for their 
Benefit, equally with yourLofs. 

I can venture to aflure you, that every Precaution will be taken by this Adminiftration, with the 
Advice of the Board of Trade, to prevent the Inconveniences to which the Bufinefs of your Invcft- 
ment may be liable in its Renewal, from its having been difeontinued. Refpefting the Expedients 
which may be recommended for fupplying the Deficiency of your Invcdment, in the Cafe of its Stop¬ 
page beyond the next Year, upon ihfcfc I do not prefumc to offer my Opinion ; they will not cfcape 
your Penetration, and I know ihdt they will be fuggeded by a Judgment and Experience in thefe 
Points fuperior to my own. 

I do not know whether your Supracargocs at Canton will dand in any Need of our AlTidance ; I 
fhould think not: But it is unneceffary to add, after what I have herein premifed, that it will be equally 
out of our Power to afford ir. 


I wait in anxious Expedlation of an Anfwer from the Government of Berar, to my Difpatches 
which conveyed the Treaty propofed for its Guarantee, and the Ratification of the Adminiilration 
of Poona. This may arrive in the Courfe of another Week. 1 have every Kcafon to believe it will 
be entirely confonant to my own Willies. With the Aid, or even Neutrality, of this Power, I 
have no Doubt of being able to make the Refources of this Government equal to every Service 
which may be exa£l;ed ftom them, both for Maintenance of the aflua) Peace of thefe Provinces, and 
the Reftoration of your Affairs in the Carnatic, however defperate they may now appear, if they 
continue under the Conduct of your prefent Commander in Chief. 

I cannot venture to pronounce what may be the Determination of the Admliiidration of Poona. 
ConfidcrecI as a State, it has certainly every Caufc to dread the Aggrandizement of Hyder Aliy Cawit^ 
its natural Enemy : As a Faftion, though not wholly uninicreded in the Event of his Succtfs, it may 
be influenced by other Caufcs» by the Ties of Confederacy j by its own Weaknefsv by the Jealoufy 
of Ragonaut Row; by the Afcendant of Mahdajce Scindia, and his feparate Views, which are incom¬ 
patible with Peace i and perhaps by national Refentment. Yet I think it probable that the Example 
of the Government of Berar, may contribute to turn the Scale in our Favour $ but 1 have no 
Grounds for fuch an Expectation in any recent ACt or Appearance. 

Permit me to offer a brief Reflexion on the prefent State of your prefent political Affairs. I 
have been told that the Maratta War has been, I know not on what Ground or Suggedion, attributed 
to me: Your Honourable Court is poffclTed of the fulled Evidence of tlic contrary. The Occa- 
fion of the War was plannea and executed without the Knowledge or previous Concurrence of their 
Government j which has had no other Participation in ir, than in providing, by an extraordinary Ex¬ 
ertion, for the Support of the Meafurcs undertaken by the Prelidency of Bombay, if thefe fuccceded, 
and for its Prefervation if they failed. 

Our Detachment arriv^ feafonably for the lad of thefe ObjeCls, and for the Redemption of the 
national Honour, which Had been without it irretrievably lod. 1 had indeed flattered myfelf that 
the War would have Toon terminated in fuch Advantages as would have amply atoned for the 
pad Calamities which ha^/jactended it. Whatever Convidlion 1 may entertain of fuch a Conclufion, 
it is now reduced to an Argument of unavailing Speculation, in which every Perfon is at Liberty 
to form bis own Opinion. . 

Another, and piofe intereding Occafion has now called for the Exertion of this Government 
in the Prefcrvaiion of that of Fort Saint George. This at lead will not be imputed to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal. If the extorted and palliated Confeffion of the Nabob Nizam Ally Cawn may be 
credited, and we have the Evidence of the mod public Notoriety to confirm it, it was the foie EffeA of 
a Confederacy formed at bis Inftigation, and dilated by his Refenimenc of the Infringements made 
by the Seled Committee of Fort Saint George on his Rights obtained by the Treaty fubfiding 
between him and th^ Company, and his natural Apprehenfion of Hoftilitics intended by that 
Government againd him. Whatever be the Caufe, fuch have been the liiffeids ; and it is out 
Duty to do all that may be in our Power to avert them. This we have already done to a Degree 
as great as the Time and our Means would admits—we have abandoned our own Meafiires in the 
Crifis of their Succefs^—we have formed a powerful Detachment, which will be in a Condition to 
march in a ftv/* Days from this Dace; and have ufcd Means which, though new and untried, were 
the mod likely to prove of fpcedy and of certain Effeft to win Allies to their Caufe, even of our 
prefent Enemies. I hope it will not appear the Aflumption of an undue Merit to obfirrve, that 
extenfivc as the Aids are which we have already afforded them, and at a Sealbn in which 
the Rules of your Service have hitherto interdi^led the Navigation of thefe Seas, in Confidera- 
fiotr of the Danger attending ir, they arrived in Safety at Fort Saint George in Icfs Time than 
‘ Two Months from the Date of the Calamity which furniftied the Occafion for them, computed 
from the Return of the Army under Sir Heftor Munro to the Mount on ilie i+th September, to 
fhe Arnval of the laft Ship of the Fleer, *he Duke of Kingfton, at Poit Saint George on the 


tth November. 

5*u Com. Rfir. IX. Q. 


We 
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We fhaii continue to employ the fame vigilant Attention to your Intereftss and I have nd 
Fears for the Event, while I have the Happinefs to poflcfs my prcfcnt Means, with the fame able 
and willing AITillance which Fortune has given me in my prcfcnt AiTociate of this Government. 

1 mod humbly beg Leave to conclude this Letter with a Recommendation of Major Popbam to 
your Favour. The Services which he has rendered in the Ex|)uirion of the Marattas from the 
Dominions of your Ally the Rana of Gohed, and efpecially in the Capture of the important 
Fortrefs of Gwallior, have given him a Claim to my Solicitation in his Behalf; and you will per- 
tnlt me to obferve, that in whatever Mode you may be pleafed to fiamp your Approbation of his 
Services, you cannot have a more deferving Subjed for it, nor a Scafon in which the Zeal of 
your Servants will better entitle them, on every Principle of Policy as well as JuHice, to fuch 
Rewards and Encouragements. 

! am, with the greateft Refpefk, 

Fort William, Honourable Sirs, 

ad December 1780. Your moft obedient and 

faithful Servant, 

Warren Haftings. 
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EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 30th April 1781. 

Par. 15. N the 13th of the laft Month the Allotment of a Supply to the Commercial De- 
partmenc for the enfuing Year’s inveftment, came under our particular Confidcration, 
Conf. ijibMiKb. the Subjcd having been brought before US by a Letter from your Board of Trade. The aAual 
Situation of our Government, embarrafled with large and conftant Demands from the other Pre> 
fidencies*, the low State of our Treafury, ariGng as well from thisCaufe as fronuhe heavy Ex* 

K nee necelTarily attending the Military Operations in which your Troops are engaged, and its 
ability to bear thofe conftant Demands on it which would be required for an Inveftment, obliged 
us to declare to the Board of Trade, that we could not grant them the ufual Supply for the ProviGon 
of their Inveftment fur the enfuing Year; leaving it however to them to point out any Expedient 
which might occur to them, by which the Queftion would be freed from thefe Difficulties, ai^ pro- 
mifing to take it into our immediate Confideration. 

16. We foon afterwards received a Letter from your Board of Trade, prOpoGng to us an Ex- 
c«nf. 2ti March, pcdlcnt fot thc Provifion of an Inveftment, amounting to the Sum of Ninety Lacks of Rupees i and 
wc immediately adopted it. 

17. Thc following is the Mode of Supply on which we refolved for this Purpofe. 
li That Permiffion be allowed to the ^ard of Trade, to raifethe Sumpf Sixty-five Lacks, by 
Certificates for Government Bonds, bearing thc ufual Inrcr^ of Eight per Cent, per Annum. 

19, That tiic faid Sixty-five Lacks be confidered as an Advance from the ift of May to the 
31ft of December, 1781. 

20. That at the End of December 1781 an Account be ftated betweeh Government and the 
Board of Trade, in which the latter are to be debited for the Whole or whatever Part of the Sixty-five 
Lacks they may have raifed, and for whatever Sums they may hare realized from their Import Sales, 
or other Refources. 

21. That at the fame Time an Eftimate of Goods remaining in the Warehoofes, and what fur¬ 
ther Sums thc Board of Trade may be able to realize from the ift of January to the 30th of April 
1782, be fubmitted to Government; and that Government, on fuch Eftimate, do then determine on 
fume Method of providing Funds for whatever may be wanting to complete the Inveftment of Ninety 
Lacks. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, dated the 
24th April 1781. 


;Otti Uir. 
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Par. 13. The numerous and prefling Applications to us from the different Faftorles, for Ad¬ 
vances, induced us on the 6th ultimo to addrefs the Governor General and Council on the Subjedf, 
and to requeft them to allot a Sum for the Provifion of our next Inveftment. Their Reply to 
our Letter ftated in Subftance, that in their prefent State of Warfare, the Calls of the other Pit- 
fidenties, and the indifpenfable Demands of this, difabled them from fupplying us; that however, 
if any Expedient ftiould occur to us, by which the Queftion could be freed Tram the Difficulties 
they had ftated, they would with Readinefs take it info Confideration. As the only one to be adopted 
6 m under 
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Uo^r Aich Circuoiltances, we propoled a Loan, limiting the Sum to out expedled Occariont, and 
fixing the Inveftmenc at Ninety Lacks; to an Amount beyond which we were fatisfied the Go¬ 
vernor General and Council could not accede. Our Expedient was approved of j and the Means of 
our adopting it were fixed as follows: 

ill. The Inveftmcnt for 1781-2 to amount to Ninety Lacks of Current Rupees. 

ad. Sixty-five Lacks to be raifed by us by Certificates, for Government Bonds bearing an 
Intcreft of 8 per Cent per Annum. 

3d. The faid Sixty-five Lacks to be confidered as an Advance to us from the ill of May to the 
31ft December 1781. 

4th. At the End of December, an Account to be ftated to GovcrnAicnt, of Sums realized by 
Certificates and Import Sales to that Period, and of further Sums cxpe£led from the fame Re-* 
fourccs by the 30th of April 1782. 

5th. The Governor General and Council then to determine refpe£king the Funds to be appro¬ 
priated for completing the Balance due to us. 

Having thus effeSed an efienjible PtovifisHt at kafi for the enfuing Invefttneni^ our next Care was 
to attend to the Allotment of it. But confidering the Difficulty df fuch an Undertaking, unac¬ 
quainted as we then were with the Information necefikry to our Guidance in it, we refolvcd, as a conCi^ihMitcfii 
previous Meafure, to apprize the Chiefs, Rcfidents, and Contraftors, of the Mode in which they 
were to be furnilhed with Rcfources, and to require thdr explicit Anfwcr, refpefting the Extent 
and Nature of their Ability, in the Provifion of their Inveftmcnt on the Terms preferibed. Our 
Confultations of the loth, 20th, and 24th Inftant, contain in general their feveral Opinions *, and Conf. 10. 
we are perfuaded it will give you Plcafure to obferve, that, notwithfianding the many obvious Dif- 
advantages under which they will inevitably labour, fo Batter ng a Profpeift t; afforded us, of re* ' 

alizing an Inveftment for the enfuing Year to the full Amount of the Sum we lhall be able to 
advance for it. In a few Days more, when the remaining Anfwcrs are received, we lhall proceed to 
the Settlement and Diftribution of it. 

20. After completing the Cargoes of the Neptune and Belmont, there will be remaining, in our 
Export Warehoufe, Goods to the Amount of about Fifty-nine Lacks of Current Rupees. On Account 
of the Balance of the Inveftment of 1780*81, we exped in Addition to that Sum near Twenty- 
five Lacks more. We (hall have in all about Eighty Lacks of Goods, or Five Cargoes, ready to 
be difpatched to you by the End of the prefenc Year*, and of the Inveftment of 1781*2, which we 
conceive may with Certainty produce Goods for Four addioional Cargoes; we lhall have probably 
received One Half, and be prepared to difpatch it to you by the Month of February following. 
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EXTRACT.of a Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, to the Court of 
Diredqrs, dated 28th Auguft 1781. 

An 5. S acquainted you, in the 13th Paragraph of our Letter by the Neptune, with the On. i.ct.p«NVoM 
preparatory Meafures we had taken, to enable us to enter on the Settlement of the *4'kA,riiij8i. 
prefenc Year’s Inveftment. We were then waiting for Replies to our circular Letter of the 27th Cmr. m 
March. In a few Days after the remaining Anfwers having arrived, we proceeded to the Bufinefs ConC 9 M>r. 
of the Settlement. .The Sum. allotted to us by the Governor Geneysl ,fnd Council was Ninety 
Lacks, of which the Charges, Eftabiilhment, and Merchapdize amounting to Ten, the Balance 
which remained to be invelled was .Eighty Lacks. We computed oor Tonnage for the prefent 
Seafon, for which Cargoes would be requird, at Seven Ships, reckuning the Belmont and Neptune 
under Difpatch, the Dartmouth and Rochford in the River, the Relolucion from Bombay, and 
Three Ships we fuppofed might be on their Way from Europe, in the room of thofe captured in 
Auguft laft, making in all Eights but of which Number we underftood One was to be difpatched 
to Bencooleo. We formed our ExpeAations of the Tonnage of the enfuing Seafon qn the Scale of 
the preceding one. We conceived that Eight Ships would be chartered for Coaft and, Bay, that One 
of them would be perhaps detained at Madras, lent to Bcncoolcn, or employed dn other Country 
Service! and that the Remainder, of whicii One would receive, as ufual. Half a Loading at Madras, 
would be difpatched with Cargoes from Bengal. We eftimated, by the foregoing Calculation, 
that we Ihould require for the Tonnage of the prefent and enfuing Seafon Thirteen and a Half 
full Cargoes. 

In taking a View of our Rcfources, which are particularly explained on the Confultations, we found 
our Ability would be fully equal to theft expelled Calls on us, allowing for each Ship to be difpatch* 
cd, a Cargo to the Amount of about Fifteen Lacks of Rupees 1 of which there was to be of Raw Silk 
and gf piece Goods 8,06,000, the Proportion of the Articles being principally formed from 
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Cmf. 15 and *9 Jane. 
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tile Statement of the Neptune and the Belmontes Cargoes. Having afcertained our Occafions, w£ 
made the Difpofition of the Sum to be invcfted. The Provifion of Raw Silk we fiitcd at about Twcri- 
ty-ninc Lacks, that of Piece Goods at Forty, and of tbi more bulky Articles, Cowries, Salt Petre, 
Indigo, and Turmerick, at Seven Laiks, allotting, in the Whole, about Seventy-fix Lacks, and leaving 
an unappropriated Balance in referve of Four Lacks more. Having thus arranged the Dirpofitioii 
of the prclcnt Inveftment, we circulated our Inllruflions relative to it, and generally agreed to ifi'ue an 
Advance of Three Fourths of the Amount allotted to each refpeftive Fadlory atid Contradlor, in Cer¬ 
tificates dated the i(t of May, which were to entitle the Holders tu Government Bonds,-bearing arl 
intereft of Eight per Cent, per Annum. This Proportion of Advance, tho’ it was a Fourth more thaii 
what had ufually been granted as the F'iift Advance, we underftood, from the feveral Reprefenta- 
tions made to us, to be unavoidably neceffary to enable the Parties to negotiate the Exchange of their 
Bonds with Efficacy and Facility; for a DifeouAt had already taken place on formef Bonds, and a 
much greater was apprehended daily; but in granting tht^ this Indul^hce, as we jiidgtd we had pro¬ 
vided fufficiently againft the Difficulty and Expenc^ which might attend the Negociaiion of their 
Bonds, we intimated to them the ExpeAation of the Boat'd, that, on Account of Intereft or Difeount, 
we were to be fubjedted to no future Claims. The Cancra^ors made no Appeal from this Decifion: 
They fubmitted to the Terms which they had agreed originally to comply with (they were fuppofed to 
have examined them, and their Confent was bmding. But the Chiefs and Kefidents ftood on other 
Ground: They confidered themfelves, not as Contraftors entering into Agreements from which both 
Parties fought to derive Advantage, where mutual Profit was the Foundation of theif Connexion, but 
as Servants to Employers, as Agents to Principals, where the former being compenfated for the En¬ 
gagement of their Services, the Intereft of the latter became the common Objedt. Contingencies, in 
that Cafe, fell wholly on the Principals: The Profit and the Lofs were equally their foie Concern: 
Many of the Chiefs and Refidents therefore reprelenied, that as the Dilcount on the Government 
Bonds had unexpedledly increafed, having from Two and Three per Cent, rifen to Eight, and Nine, 
and Ten per Cent, they found themfelves unaBle to undertake the Provifion of their allotted Invcft- 
ment, on the Terms which they had at firft fubferibed tO} and requefted in confequence, either that 
we would allow them to contradl for thdr Provifion at a proportionate Encreafe on the laft Year’s 
Prices, or permit tAem to charge the Company with the Dilcount, and provide as ufual. The Prin¬ 
ciple on which this Kequeft was made to us was too rcafonable not to ht admitted: We felt the full 
Force of the Diftindtion between the Situadon of thofe providing your Inveftment by Contradl, and 
thofe by Agency i and confidering the luter juftly entitled to the Compenfation claimed by them for 
the Charge of Difeount, we granted it accordingly. We allowed at kaft, what we judged adequate 
to their expedted LofTes •, in forming our Opinion of which, we were guided either by the Nature of 
their Applications, or the Circumftances of their Inveftment. Thus, at Dacca and Malda we found 
it nccellary to leave the Charge indefinite, permitting the Chief and Refident to bring it to Account, 
as it was adlually incurred} while at Luckypore, and at the Rcfidcncics of Commcrcolly, Jungcporc, 
and Rungpore, we reftridled it to Four per Cent, on the Provifion. On all thefe Occafions we dtredled 
the Difeounted to be charged in the Books of the Fadtories, under the Head of Difeount, but not inferted 
in the Invoices of the Difpatches, in order that the Prices of your Goods might not appear fidlitioufiy 
raifed by fuch an incidental Circumftaace. In this Manner we have fo far fettled your Inveftment for 
the prefent Seafon: We doubt not but it will ftill be fubjcdl in fomc further Changes. Confidering, 
however, all the various Difficulties we have had to encounter, from firft to laft, in eftablifhing En¬ 
gagements to fo excenfive an Amount on the finking Credit of a Paper Currency, labouring, from 
the uncommon Scarcity of Specie, undef I^ifadvantages fcarcely furmountable, we perfuade Ourfelvcs 
our Exertions hitherto will not be found unfadsfadlory to you. 


c*n.ut.tie«ijiii7s. jjjg HonouF td Tcceivc, fiBCe ouf laft Addrefs to you, the Extradls noied in the 

u. 17S1. Margin, of your Commands of the 5th of July 1780, nth of January, ad and 7th of Feb- 
,u„y 1781. , ; 

In the Lirt:s of Inveftment we have‘^^s«d from you for the Two laft Years, we obferve the 
Article Cowries has been totally exclodedl As this Ohliftion was repeated, we were certainly to coo- 
conr.ii Ar.;. cludc it was not your Intention vre fhould fell'd you any: But the Reprefeotation of Mr. Furguflbn, 
and the Want we forefaw of bulky'Artitks ftif the exptfded TonnU^, made it nectary for us to 
forego your Order. On tW^Reniwat of our Engawments with Mr. Furguflba for tk prefent 
Year depended his Ability of keeping the Trade to the Msldiviasl open *, in which, on the Expec¬ 
tation of a permanent Soppbtt from us, he had,'at a great Expince and much' Trouble, acquired a 
Preference ror our Nation.' Werenew^ them, however. Only fbr this Yearj and lhall nowdefift 
from fgrniftiing you with any further Quantity of Cowries, until we receive your Sanftion, 


A ? E N D'l X,. 
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APPENDIX, N" 20. A. 


EXTRACT of Secret Letter from Bengal, dated 8th April 1782. 

X^HEN we gave you Reaibn toexpe£t an Inveftment for the enfuing Year, exclufive of the 
▼ ” large Balance of Goods remaining to be fent Home, we thought we (hould be 
able to fpare a Sum to the Board of Trade for that Purpofe but th? Exigencies of the Madras 
Prefidency are now become fo urgent and alarming, as you will fee by an Extras of their laft Let¬ 
ter, that all the Refoureeswhich wc can polTibly difpenfe with ourfclves, muft be applied to their 
Support, We have therefore adopted a new Mode for keeping op the Inveftment by private Siib- 
frription for 80 Lacks of Rupees, which will provide Cargoes for your Ships on the ufual Terms of 
Privilege, at the Rilk of the Individuals, and is to be repaid to them according to the Produce of 
the Sales in England. A Copy of the Plan makes a Number in one of our feparate Difpatches 
over Land, 


APPENDIX, N" ao. B. 


EXTRACT General Letter to Bengal, dated 29th March 1774. 

That there be paid to the Prefident of our Board of Trade, Two thoufand Pounds Sterling per 
Annum, and to each of the other Members of the faid Board, One thoufand Five hundred Pounds 
per Annum, by Quarterly Payments j which Sums arc to be in lieu of Commiflion upon the Re¬ 
venues, and in fuU for Salary, Diet Money, and every Emolument, except fuch Advantages as may 
arife from carrying on a legal Trade, and the ufual Commilfion to the Prefident on Coral and Dia- 
monds, which we diredb to be ^ven to him. 


APPENDIX, N” 21 . 

REPORT of the Committee appointed by the General Court, on the 8th April 1782, to exa¬ 
mine into the General State of w Debts, Credits, and Efiefls, boih in .' .ij^ldiid and Abroad, 
and to ijrport die lame, with all convenient Speed, to a General Court ut Proprietors. 


^T'HE Committee proceeding to examine the Matters referred to them, fitft took into Confidera- 
tion “ The Eftimatc of the General State of the Eaft India Company’s Debts, Credits, and 
Effefts, both in and Abroad, on the Firft Day of March 17824" which was read at the 

General Court, 1^ the Court of Diretlors, on the 8th April laft j and having, with the Aftiftance 
of the OiHcers of the Houfe, inveftigated the fevcral Articles therein fpecified, fubmic the laid Ac- 
tmatf ai}d thfir Remarks, to the Conftderation of a General Court, beginning at the Debit Side, 
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R 
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( A ) 


M ST I MATE of the General State of the Eafi India Companfs DehtSy Credits^ and EffeOst both in 
England and Abroad^ on the Firfi Pay of Mareb 17S3. 


iC- i»305.50o| 


191,5003 


To Bonds ftanding out bearing Intered; — — 

To dit^o, depofited in the Bank for a Loan — •» 

To ditto, ftanding out, not bearing Intereft ^ — — 

To Bill, of Exekonge unpaid - 

To Cuftoms on Goods fold and unfold j ' | * — — 

To the Exchequer, for the lait Payndent to Gomninenc, per Agreement, for a 
Continuation of the Company’s Right to an exclufiye Traae, &c. — — 

To Freight and Demorage — — — — 

To Supra Cargoes CommilTion on Goods fold and unfold — «— 

To Proprietors of Private Trade — — 

To Alnns-Houfes at Pophir —- — — — — 

To Intered on Military and Contingent Funds mor$ than has been applied to the 
Purpofcs of the fame — — —. —. —. 

To the Bank of England, for Intered on Loan, at 4 per Cent, per Annum — 
To Warrants pafled the Court, unpaid — — — 

To what owing in the Department of the Committee of Shipping — ' — 

To intered on Annuities — — ^ ^ 

To ditto on Bonds — 

To Dividends on Stock unpaid, including what remains of the Half Year’s Divi¬ 
dend due at Chridmas lad, at £. 8 per Cent, per Annum — — 

To what paid by the Adventurers, being ^*87. 10/. per Cent, on ^.3,200,000 
To Balance againd lad Quick Stock from Bombay, the Debt due from Ragobah 
being deduced from the Credit of the fame — — — 


To Balance 


Dr. 


C l,497^0oo 
* 3**54 
ifi90>9*5 

*» 340 , 56 a 

joo,opo 

498,700 

70,000 

18,000 

4,794 

93,225 

4 * 

72,900 

156,512 

53*837 

57*743 

63*789 

2,800,000 

109,794 


£. 8,141,078 
3,687,104 


Londpn, the 5ih April 178?, 


£. 11,828,183 
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( A ) 

RSXIMAtE <ff the General State the Eaft Mia Cewpat^'s Debts, Credits, and Efeffs, both in 
England and Abroad, en the Eirfi Day rf March 178a. 

Cr. 

By what due from Government to the Company more than .the Amoupt of 

Annuities —. _ _ _ — Z. 1,207,560 

By Cafli, its Balance, on the Firft March 178a — ~ — 151,680 

By Ihe Company's fepame Fund _ - {iH SSds 

By the Amount of Goods fold, not paid for (Difeount deduced) — — 27,344 

By the Value of Goods in England unfohl (ditto) — — 3.376>629 

By the Prime Colt of Goods, imported per Prime and Bellmonr, not yet un¬ 
laden —. — — — — — 207,729 

By what owing from the Honourable Board of Ordnance for Saltpetre de¬ 
livered 270,565 

By glance of Quick Stock at Bengal, as per AbftraA, dated the 23d April 
1781 — — Current Rupees 194,45,232 

Deduft what received for the Purpofe of conftituting a Mi¬ 
litary Fund — — — — 8,00,000 

Current Rupees 186,45,232 

Ditto Bellmont’s Cargo arrived in England, and valued at 

Prime Coft — — — — 14,78,216 

Current Rupees 171,67,016 

Add Cargoes of Ships arrived at Bengal lince the above 
Qiiick Stock, and not included therein — — 8,75,942 


Current Rupees 180,42,958 sxzs.^d. 2,029,832 

By Balance of Qiiick Stock at Fort Saint George, as per 
Abftraft, dated 9th January 1781 — Pagodas 50,01,577 

Add Cargoes of Ships arrived at ditto fmre the above ^ick 
Stock, and not included therein — — 28,415 


Pagodas 50,29,992 at8j. 2,011,997 

By Balance of Qiiick Stock at Bencoolen, dated i6th Oc¬ 
tober 1780 — — Spanilh Dollars 412,577 3151. 103,144 

By ditto from laft Books at St. Helena, ending 30th September 1780 — — 

By ditto from ditto at China, as per Eftimatc received of 

Thomas Fitzhugh, Elqi in November 1781 Talcs 1,097,288 at 6 j. Sd. 

By Cargoes of Ships feiu out in Scalbii 1780 —> _ — 373,758 

By ditto of ditto p.iid for, for Exports of Seafon 1781 — — 146,774 

By Silver paid for remaining in the Ticafoiy in England — 779 

By Imprefs paid Owners of Ships not arrived in England ^ — 124,567 

By the Value of the Eaft India Houle and Warehoules (as eftimated by the Com¬ 
pany’s Surveyor) — — — — — 253,616 

By the Value of Ships, Sloops, and VclTels (exclufive of thofe ftationed abroad) — 47,060 

By what the Company paid for their Dead Stock in India -r- — 400,000 

By Expenccs defrayed for the Subfiftence of French Prifoners in India, and incident 

Charges, as pdr General Account delivered — — — 260,687 

By what remains due for Expenccs incurred in Expedition to Mamlha, as per ditto 
By Hofpital Expenccs for His Majelly’s Troops a: Foit Saint George, Bengal, and 

Bombay, as ptr ditto Tra -a — — 21,447 

^ 11,828,184 
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( A ) 


£ S riMAtE #/ the General State ef the Eafi India Cmpanfs Debts, Credits, end EffeEs, hath in 
England and Abroad, on the Firfi Da/f of March 1783. 


Tq Balance, brought over 


Pr. 

4.3,687,104 j 


Deduft 

Bills of Exchange from Bencoolen, «did(a] 
fincc the ift March — T 

Pitco from China, ditto —• 15, 

Balance of Bencoolen Quick Stock, received finco the 
I ft March laft, lefs than ftands in the ^bove Ac¬ 
count 


4 - 57.886 


p- 47,186 


105,072 


Balance upon the Whole of the Company's Debts and Credits, both in England 
and Abroad, that can at prefent be afeertained ...» » 

N. B. The Amount of Cafti, and fcvcral other Articles, arc terminated 
the Firft March 178^, 


4 - 3 . 58 *. 03 * 


Memorandum, 

There are Bonds given to fundry Perfons, by the Chief and Council of 
Balambangan, to the Amount of f. 17,776, which are not included in 
the Debt of the above Account, it not Ming yet determined whether pr 
pot tlic Cpmpan^ afc liable to the Payment of tlie fame, 
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(A) 


ESTIMATE of the General State of the Eafi India Company's Debts^ Credits^ and 
England and Abroad^ on the Firjl Day of March 1782* 


Memorandinns, 

There arc Five Ships arrived from Chlfla fince the Firft March laft, but 
as the Amount of their Cargoes are included in the above Balance of 
China Quick Stock, and no Credit otherwife taken for them, the Balance 
on the Whole of the Eftimace cannot be afiefled thereby. 

In the above Account, the Dead Stock of the Company in India is valued 
at f. 400,000, which Sum includes Buildings and FortiBcations, Plate, 
Houfehold Furniture, Plantations, Slaves, Ships, VeiTcls, and other 
Articles of Dead Stock, according to Lord Godolphin’s Award in the 
Year 1702. Whereas the Whole of the Sums of Money expended in 
Buildings and FortiBcations (by the laft Advices) at the Company’s 
fevcr.ll Settlements, for the Acquifition and Maintenance of their 
PofTefllons, and the neared edimated Value of the other Articles of Dead 
Stock, are as follow} viz. 


Buildings and Fortifications. 


At Bengal —. — — 

Fort Saint George and Subordinates — — 

Bombay and Subordinates — — 

Fort Marlborough and Subordinates — 

St. Helena — — » 

— 1^-3.350,935 

— 1,308,456 

— 1,261,747 

— 81.734 

— 36,538 


Flate^ Houfehold Furniture^ Plantations^ FarmSy Slavesy Sloopsy and Veffels. 


At Bengal — — 

Fort Saint Geoige and Subordinates 
Bombay and Subordinates — 

Fort Marlborough and Subordinates 
St. Helena — 


86.426 
—- 221,494 

— 3 «3*496 

— 40.037 

— 37.597 


N. B. Not any Credit is taken in the .above Account for the Prime Cod 
and Charges of Tea lent to America, for which the Company have not 
received any Return, amounting to f. 15,819, or for Inlered claimed on 
the Arrears of Salt Duty, from Time to Time left unpaid in Bengal, 
amounting to 60,207, making together the Sum of ~ 


Sit. Com. Rtf. IX. 


hifellSy both in 
Cn 


£. 6,039,410 


699,050 
C 6,738,460 


C 76,026 
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D’' Side of th; freceding Account. 


STtf Bonds Jianding out bearing Interejl 
Certified to your Committee. 


^0 Bonds Jtanding out not bearing Intereft — 

This is the Amount of Bonds advertifcd for Payment, whieh have not been 
prefentcd. 

To Bills of Exchange^'unpaid — ~ — — — — 

The Amount certified by the Accountant. 


Of this Amount will fall due, by the fiift March lySj, f. 802,688 


Due by the firft March 1784, —- — — 275,822 

Old Bills and Certificates paft due, not yet paid — 18,100 

Sundry Bills and Certificates advifed, not accepted — 92 j743 

Old Bills and Certificates advifed, not prcfented — t«570 


7 3 
o 10 
o o 
3 6 
19 4 


,^.1,190,924 10 II 

Of the above from Fort William 118,294 9 8 

Fort St.Gcorge 220,414 3 6 

Bombay — 58,100 1 10 

Fort Marlborough 16,145 5 ^ 


Drawn from India — — 

from Canton — — 

from St. Helena — 

Old Bills advifed, but not prefentcd 


— & 412,954 o 6 

—• 746,400 8 o 

— 11,899 3 1 

— 19,670 19 4 


1,190,924 10 II 


Your Committee find, that of this Sum, the Amount of f. 201,355, drawn 
from Fort St. George, is an Excefs beyond the limitation by Aft of 
Parliament} but that the Court of Diredors h.id received the Confent of 
the Lords Commiflioners of the Treaiury, to accept the faid Bills, as the 
Aft direfts. 


To Cttftoms on Goods, fold and unfold — — — — — 

To the Exchequer for the lajl Payment to Government, per Agreement, for a Continuation 
of the Company’s Right to an exclufive Trade, (sfc. — — — 

The Amount of thefe Two Articles have been certified to your Committee. 

To Freight and Demorage — — — — — 

Upon examining the proper Officer, this Sum appears to be the Total on 
all Ships arrived, exclufive of the Five China Ships. 

To Supra Cargos Comniffion on Goods fold and unfold — — — 

Goods unfold are valued by Eftimate in order to rate their Proportion of this 
Commiffion •, and the whole Sum has been afeertained to your Committee 
by the Accountant. 


1 . 1 , 497,000 

1.190,9*5 


1,340,56a 

100,000 

498,700 


70,000 
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B' Side of the preceding Account. 

T 9 Proprietors of Private Trade — ^ ^ — 

'I his Sum lias likewile been afeertained ; alfo the following. 

To Alms Houfes at Poplar — — ^ — 

To Intereft on Military and Contingent Funds^ mere than has been applied to the Pur- 
pofts of the fame — — _ — —. 

This Sund requires Alteration in the Mode of Statement, and confequently 
Explanation. In September 1766 Lord Clive depofited 5,00,000, or, 
5 Lacks of Sicca Rupees, in the Company’s Cafli in Bengal, under Truft, 
and at Intereft, which Inteieft was to be appropriated to penlion merito¬ 
rious and dilabled O/Iicers 5 at the fame Time Syf ul Dowlah, the Nabob 
of the Province, gave 3,00,000, or 3 Lacks of Sicca Rupees, for the fame 
Purpofe, which was depofited in the fame Manner; the Amount of 
both is 8 Lacks of Sicca Rupees; This Sum the Company agreed to pre- 
ferve, and to allow Annually on it an Intereft of 8 pet Cent, and to 
bring this Intereft to Credit in London, where alone the Penfions were to 
be granted and paid, under their immediate Dilcretion and Direflion. 

. An Interval of I'hree Years palTcd from the Time of the Depolit by 
Lord Clive and Syf ul Dowlah, in September 1766, to the final Agree¬ 
ment between the Company and Lord Clive in September 1769 : And 
in this Interval an Intereft had accrued on the original Depofit, amount¬ 
ing to Sicca Rupees 1,92,000, which Intereft the Company agreed (hould 
become a feparate Principal or Fund, chargeable with a feparate Annual 
Intereft of 8 per Cent, for the Provifion of Penfions to Officers Widows, 
and other charitable Purpofes. This Sum of Sicca Rupees 1,92,000, or 
Current Rupees 1,22,720, is what is called The Contingent Fund; and 
this, as well as the 8 Lacks, which is called The Military Fund, ought to 
continue as Debits on the Company’s Books in Bengal. The Amounts 
reduced from the Sicca Rupee into the Current, and from the Current 
Rupee into Pounds Sterling, will ftand thus: 

Principal towards the Military Fund. 

Sicca Rupees. Current Rupees. 

Paid by Lord CrFvc 5,00,000 with i 5 per Cent. 5,80,000 

Ditto by Syf ul Dow l.ih 3,00,000 with 16 per Cent. 3,48,000 


Totalofthe Military Fund 8,00,000 
Principal of Contingent 
Fund, confiding ot the 
Intereft upon the above 
Military Fund, from the 
29th September 1766 
to the 29th September 
1769, at 8 ]bcr Cent. 1,92,000 

Principal of both Funds 9,92,000 


9,28,000 at2J. 2d. is 
^,100,533 6 


2,22,720 is 24,128 o o 


t*»50>720 124.661 6 8 


18,006 

4.794 

93,226 


10 
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ly Side of the prlceding Account* 

The State of the Intcreft which hts accrued on thefe Two Funds in London, 
and of tlic Appropriations of the faid Ihcereft, ftand at follows: 

Interell on Military Fund from a9th Septem* 
her 1769 to the asth December 1781 98,52a 13 4 

DeduA Penfions paid thereout in the abore 

Period — — — ^ 40,526 7 a 

Remains unappropriated, ~ jC* 57 > 99 ^ ^ 2 

Intereft on Contingent Fund from 29th Sep¬ 
tember 1769 to the afth December 1 i 23,645 8 8 

Deduct Gratuities and Charges paid in the t 
above Period — —. — 2,543 15 4 

Remains unappropriated — — 11,101 13 4 

So that the Total of what remains unappropriated to 25th 
December 1781, of the IntereR which has ariicn in Lon¬ 
don on both Funds, is ^ jC* ^9>097 19 6 

But the Article in the General Eftimate under immediate Confidcration ftatet 
the Amount of Intereft unappropriated to be;^.93,226, which is £. 24,128 
more than the real Amount of the unappropriated Intereft, and this Dif¬ 
ference arifes from including the Principal of the Contingent Fund with 
the Interefts allowed on both Funds by the Company in London: For 
jf. 24,128 is the exad Amount of the Principal of the Contingent Fund. 

This ftiould not be} for this Principal (hould ftand a Debit on the Bengal 
tiboks j and accordingly your Committee, in their rcfliHed Statement of 
the General Eftimate (B) which will appear hereafter, admit only 
as the unappropriated Intereft due on both Funds to the ift of May: But 
in the fame re6Hfted Statement they charge the Quick Stock of Bengal to 
the faid Amount, Current Rupees 2,22,720, or 24,128. So that on 
the Whole thefe Alterations will make no Difierence in the Balance of the 
General Eftimate, but will leave a Icfs Sum payable in London, and a 
larger payable in Bengal. 

T0 Bank of England for Intereft on Loan at f. 4 per Cent, per Annum — — if. 4a 

Certified to your Committee. 

T0 IVarrants poffed the Court unpaid ' — — — 73,900 

Certified to your Committee. 

Tc •vsbat OKing in the Department of the Committee of Shipping — — 156,512 

Certified to your Committee. 

JTa Intereft on Annuities — — — 5 |aS 37 

Certified to your Committee. 

To Intereft on Bonds — 

Certified to your Committee. 


57.743 
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L' Side ^ tbe freading Account. 

To Dividends on Stock unpaid^ including vobat remains of the Half Teases Dividend 
due at Cbrifimas laftt at 8 per Cent, per Annum — — — 

Certified to your Committee. 

To what paid hy the Adventurers^ being f. 87. 10 r. per Cent, on £. 3,200,000 — 

This Article has flood thus fince 1706, and does not appear in the prefcnt 
View of the Subjcdb to demand immediate DifculTion. 

To Balance againft lafi ^ick Stock from Bombay^ the Debt due from Ragobab being 
dedulled from the Credit of the fame — ’ — — — 

By which Account the Balance appears to be, Bombay Rupees 22,94,475 
But as this Balance included a Debt from 

Kagobah of — — 37,72,828 

Excepting the Amount of Jewels dcpofited by 

faid Ragobah — — — 6,00,000 

-— 31,72,828 


The Apparent Credit is by this Alteration changed into a 

Debit of — — — — 8,78,353 

againft the Company*, or, at zs. 6 d. £. 109,794. 

Your Committee find, that the Debit Side of the Bombay Quick Stock 
may be comprized under the following' general Heads and Totals, 
exifting at Bombay and the Subordinates : 

Balance of Cafh and Treafure — Bombay Rupees 7,45,530 

Goods remaining, ' 

Import -- 4.73.449 

Export — — 7,22,047 

- 11,95,496 

Stores — — — — 11,83,932 

Debts (including Ragobah’s Debt) — 87,47,935 


Rupees 118,71,893 

And that the Credit Side, or what due at Bombay, is com¬ 
prized under the following Heads ; 

Debt at Interefl on Bond, at llombay and the 
Subordinates — — — 84,20,330 

Due to Bombay Bank — — 9,70,465 

Due Account Depofits — — 68,556 

Sundry other Debits — — — 1,18,177 

-95,77,4,8 


Balance apparent in Favour — Rupees 22,94,475 


Which, by llriking off Ragobah’s Debt as above explained, 
reduces this Quick Stock to Hand againft the Company 
Rupees 8,78,353, or £. 109,794. 


^3.789 


2,800,000 


109,794 


I 


Sel. Com. Rep. IX. 



APPENDIX, N- *1, 


jy Side ef the fneeding Account. 

Your Committet defer »ny farther Explanation, or their Opinion of the 
Validity of the Articles which compofe this Account, to another Divifion 
of their Report} in which they (hall endeavour to analyze more particu¬ 
larly the State and Value of thcfc Articles, as well as of the other Quick 
Stocks. 

The Sums hitherto examined compofed the firft total Debit Side of the 
Court of Dircftors Eftimate 

But by a fubfequent Memorandum on the Debit Side, Three other Sums 
require to be added to the above ; viz. I j 

Bills of Exchange from Bencoolen, advifed (ince Firft March £. 33,620 
Bills of Exchange from China, ditto 25,266 


Balance of Bencoolen Quick Stock, received fince the Firft March 

laft, Icfs than ftands in the above Account — — 47>i86 


The Bills from Bencoolen and China have been certified to your Committee j 
and for Clearnefs they defer the Explanation on the Alteration in the 
Bencoolen Quick Stock, until they come to confider the whole Article 
on the Credit Side of the Eftimate, 

The Total of the Debit of the General Eftimate will therefore ftand at 
^.^,2^6^150. 


^.8,141,078 


105,072 


£.8,246,150 



APPENDIX, N*2i< 


O' Side ef tie fmtddug Atecmt. 


Your Committee now proceed to the Credit Side of the Account. 

By vbat due from Gwemmeut to the Compatg more than the Amount ef Annuities — 
Certified to your Committee by the Accountant. 

By Cajh^ its Balanee on the Firfi March ^ 

Certified to your Committee. 

By the Compatrfs feparate Fund — — 

Of which there is in Caflt — — £. 94,536 

In Bonds 191,530 

£. *86,036 


Which remains to the foie Ufe of the Company, and in which the Public 
have not any Claim of Participation. 

By the Amount ef Goods fold^ not paid for (Difeount deduced) .. —- 

By the Value ef Goods in England unfold (ditto) — — _ 

By the prime Cefl ef Goods imported per Prime and Belmont^ not yet unladen — 

Thefe Three Articles have been certified to your Committee. 

By what owing from the Honourable Beard ef Ordnance for Salt Petre delivered — 

Your Committee find, that the Quantity of Salt Petre delivered from the 
15th of July 1779 to the 30th of June 1780, is charged at £. 53 per 
Ton*, the Quantity from the 30th of June 1780 to the ®6th June 1781, 
at C- 73. 15 s. per Ton t the Quantity from the *6th June to the 17th 
November 1781, has been charged at f, 118. lor. the whole Quantity 
being 3,800 Tons by Anticipation, as expreflfed in the faid Account, 
above the Annual ftipulated Supply of 500 Tons at f. 53. Your 
Committee have dated another Account, rating the Quantity delivered 
at the Market Prices, which brings the Amount, with Intered at 5 per 
Cent, to ^.338,746, IS. 8</. 

But your Committee are informed, that the Amount of the Firft Statement, 
as rated in the General Eftimate, viz. f. 270,565, has not yet been 
allowed by the Board of Ordnance. 


By Balance of ^ick Stock at BengaU as per AhfiraS^ dated the 

i^d of April —- Current Rupees 194,45,23* 

Bedult what receivedfor the Purpefe ef conftituting a Military 
Fund — — 8,00,000 


Dedu^ Belmenfs Cargo arrived in England and valued at 
Prime Ceft — — — — 


186,45,23* 

14,78,216 


171,67,016 

Add Cargoes ef Ships arrived in Bengal fince the above ^ick 

Stock, and not included therein —. — — 8,75,94a 


1,207,560 


151,680 


286,036 


*7.344 

3,376,629 

207,729 


Current Rupees 180,42,958 at 2s. 3d. 


2,029,83a 



A P P E N D I 3 ^ 

N* 21. 

O Side of the frtteding Account, 

In the above Statement the Military Fund is rated at 
S,oo,ooo Current Rupees inftead of Sicca Rupees, 
which are equal to — Current Rupees 

9,28,000 

PifFerence againft the Quick Stock — —- 

1,28,000 ’ 

And as your Committee have before reniarked, under the 
Head of Military and Contingent B'und, the Sum of 
2,22,720 Ihould likewife be fubtra&ed —• 

ay22,720 

1 

3,50,710 

From the Balance in the Eftlmate ~ 

Pedudt the above Alterations — —^ — 

180,42,958 

3,50,720 

Remains — Current Rupees 

176,92,238 

The Document, from which the Amount of Quick Stock is ftated in the 
General Ettimate of the Court of Diredtors, is not the full and explicit 
Account of Quick Stock to the 23d of April 1781, fuch as is ulually 
fent. It is only an Abllradt from fuch Account, but beais fuch Marks 
of Authenticity, being under the Hand Writing of the Bengal Ac¬ 
countant, that your Committee have no Doubt of its Truth and Exadl' 
nefs, as extradled from the General Account prepared by faid Accouniant. 
But for want of the General Account from which the Abitradl is made, 
your Committee can only fpeak on this Abftradt by Analogy with the 
lad general and explicit Account of Quick Stock received, which is 
dated and made up to the 30th Odtober 1780, Six Months preceding 
the Date of the Abftradb. 

The Debits in the above Abftraft are. 


Ca(h in various Departments — Current Rupees 

Treafure in the General and Revenue Departments —- 

Bills receivable in the Revenue Department — 

Stotes — — — — 

Debts outdanding, including the Advances made for 
Inveftment •— — — —. 

Export Goods — — — 

Import Goods — — — 

Salt — — 

59 » 64»778 

5,14,369 

1,53,500 

59 » 93 , 3‘6 

91,95,766 

98,61,136 

4,51.403 

6,595 

Current Rupees 

322,51,863 

On the Credit Side, which comprizes the Debts owing by 
the Company in Bengal, ftand 

Debts in the General Department, which in¬ 
cludes Civil, Military, and Marine — 125,22,709 

Debts in the Commercial Department — 2,83,922 

T 9 R t\fi ^9 t 

Current Rupees 

194.45,131 

Jhe Sums arc taken without Fraflions in the neareft round Numbers. j 



A I" n u n x> t X, n-21. 


O' Sidt «/ tii Aeeount. . 


fy Balance »f S^ek ^t«ck at Fort S»nt Gearies a» f«r Akfiraff* 
dated the gth^aimary 1781 — — Pagodas 50,01,577 

Add Cargoes of Skips arrhed </ ditto Jtice tie above ^ek Stock, 
and not ^eluded tier Am 28,415 


Pagodas 50,29,992218;. 


Your Committee" find, that the Sum of Pagodas 50,^,992, the Balance 
of thie Quick Stock, as tranfmitted ftom Fort St. George, without the 
Addition of Caf^pxs fince arrived, agrees with the RduU of the fbllow- 
ing Statement: 


On tW Debit Side, 


Cafli and Treafure at the Prefidency and Subordinates — 
Bills receivable and Notes oueftanding, dit^. ditto — 
Goods remaining, —. dited, ditto — 

Stores remaining, .. ditto, ditto — 

Debts —. ^ ditto, ditto — 

Bafatnees of Quick Stock at the Subordinates, not particularized 


PagMUi. 

*. 3*»995 

28,741 

6,88,296 

4 «i^. 4 » 

11,86,625 

31,85,000 


Pagodas 56,35,079 

On tie Credit Side. 

Debt at Intereft: * 6,29,302 

Sundry other Debu 4^201 

—. 6*33*503 

Pagodas 50,01,576 


By BataricAef Beneoohn Ifnick Stock, dated t6ti Offeber 1780, Sp. Doll. 412,577 at 5s. 

The real Balance of this Quick Stock, as dated at Bencoolen, 
is in Favour of the Company _ _ —. 80,793 

But between the Receipt of the Quick Stock in England, 
and the makiij^ up the General Eftimate, the Company 
had paid Bills in England to the Amount of 331,780 
Dollars, whit^ encrealeth the Balance in Favour of the 
Company by wat Sum —. — —. 331,786 


And makes the Total, in Favour of the Company at Ben- 
cooico, amount to the Sum ftanding on the Credit Side of 
the Eftimate, viz. •— — Sp. Doll. 4is>579 

Since the General Eftimate, to the firft March, a fubfequent Quick Stock 
of Bencotden has been-received to the 31ft July 1781. 


^.Aoi 1,997 


^ 103,144 


Sat. Com. Rep: IX. 


V 



A P P E N D t ^JTi N- II. 


C Siit tif tht pmtdir^ Acttma, 

This Account may be reduced to the following Stucment; 

Oh the Debit Side. 

Balance of Calh at the Prefidency and 
Suboc^inates — Sp. Doll. 99*950 


Goods, Stores, &c. remaining 
Debts — *- 


306.971 

* 45*947 


Sp. Doll. 552,868 


Paper Currencf 
Due on Bond 
Due to Sundries 


On the Credit ^de, 

. 


1 4*6.778 

235,212 

8,842 


660,832 

Balance againft the Company — Spantlh Dollars 107,964 

But allowing, as in the former Quick Stock, the Amount 
of Bills paid in England, viz. Dollai4^|i,786, and 
dedu6iing the above Balance from it —' •— 35 **786 

The Balance to July 31, 1781, again becomes in Favour of 
the Company —. —, — —. 223,822 

But thii Suih of Spanilh Dollars 223,822 is 188,757 Icfs than what Credit 
is gifen for in the General Eftimate. 

Itj Balance of laji Beaks at St. Helena im 

This Account confifts of the following Heads: 

Calh — — — 9,554 I II 

Goods, European, including Stores for Sale — 11,31613 7 

Indian Goodi « 467 5 5 


,C. 21,338 1 o 


By Balance of I4/I Books from China^ os per EjUmatCt reetibed from Thesnas Fitzbugb, 
Efqi late Cbitf Supra Cargo at Canton, in Nbv^er iy^i,faUs 1,097,888 at 6s. 8d. 
The Eftimate of this Quick Stock b as received from Thomas Fitzhugh, 
Efq-, in November 1781. 

By Cargoes of Ships font ont in Seafon, 1780 — . «-• — * 

Certified to your Committee. 

By Cargoes of Ships paid for, for Exports of Soafon lySt — 

Certified to your Committee. 

By Stiver paid for temainit^ iti the Treajkryin Exgland «« 

Certified to your Committee. * 

By hnprefspcAd Owners of Ships not arrived in England *— — — 

Confidered as Charges of Merchandize on their Cargoes, and certified to 
your Committee. 




365,763 


373.758 

*46,774 

779 


1*4,563 



A ,.P P E N P I 3c, N*"*r 


C Siit of the preetMng Account, 


By the Vahu of the Eaft India Houfi and Wareboufes^ at tf mated by the Company's 
Surveyor — — • — — — — — 

Your Committee have examined the Report of the Surveyor, and appre¬ 
hend the fame to be a fair Valuation. 


the Fake of Ships, Sloops, and Vejftls, exclujhe of thofe fattened Abroad — 

Examined by your Committee, to which they find no Exception. 

By what the Company paid for their Dead Stock in India — — — 

This Value was afeertained by an Award of Lord Godolphin, at the 
Union of the Companies. 

By Expences defrayed for the Suhfifence of French Prifoners in India, and incident 
Charges, as per Account delivered —. — — — 

By what remains due for Expences incurred in Expedition to Manilba (as per ditto) — 


By Hofpital Expences for His Majeftfs droops at FoT^ St. George, Bengal,, and Bombey, 
(as per ditto) — — — 

With refpe£k to the Article « By Expedition to Manilha,” as ftated above, 
£. 139,877, your Committee beg Leave to obferve, that a Memorial was 
prefented by the Court of Direfiors to the Lords Commiflioners of His 
Majefiy’s Treafury, on the 10th July 1768, by which the Amount of 
the Expenditure in the Manilha Expedition remaining due to the Com¬ 
pany, appeared to be £. 168,243 •, and chat the Lords Commilfioners of 
the Treafury, by a Minute of the 15th June 1770, gave it as their 
Opinion, that the Company were entitled to charge the Public only the 
Expences previous to the Delivery of Manilha to the Company, amount- 
ing to ^.28,^65. iffjr. Sd. which Sum has been received by the Com¬ 
pany, and which being deducted from the firft Amount f. 168,243, '^‘^1 
leave a Balance of £. 139,877. 4^. jd. Your Committee’s ultimate 
Opinion on this and the other two Articles, will be given in a fubrequent 
Part of this Report. 

The Sums enumirated form the total Amount of the Credit 

Side of the General Eftimate, viz. — — 111828,182 

From which, deducting the Sums on the Debit Side •— 8,246,150 


There remains the ultimate Balance of the General Eftimate, delivered by 
the Couit of Direflors to the General Court ~ .1^ ... 


>C-«53»6i6 


47,060 


400,000 


260,687 

139*877 


*i. 4 i 7 


3,582,032 


Memorandums of Dead Stock and Fortifications at the Clofe of the General 
State, amounting to f. 6,738,460, will be confidered by your Committee 
in another Divifion of this Report. 

The preceding Account being only an Eftimate to the ift of March laft, 
and your Committee conceiving it to be the Intention of the General 
Court, that the Examination fhould be extended as nearly as pofiible to 
the Date of this Report, ordered a Gmilar Account to be made up to the 
ill of May, with fuch Correflions and Variations as arofe from their Re¬ 
marks, and from the Tranfadions in the intermediate Time. 



APPENDIX, Nr»i. 


C B ) 


E ST I E of the General State of the Eaft Mia Company's Debts^ Crtditif emd EffeSif both 
in England and Abroad, cn the Ftrft Day of May 178a. 


To what owing from the Company to the Annuitants 
To Bonds (landing out bearing Intereft 
To ditto, not bearing Intereft — 


5 from India 441,810/ 


tfrom China 770,688 { 


To Bills of Exchange unpaid » 

To Cuftoms on Goods fold and unfold \ — 

To the Exchequer, for the laft Payment to Government, per Agreement, for a 
Continuation of the Company's Right to an exclufive Trade, &c. — — 

To Freight and Demorage ~ ^ ^ 

To Supra Cargoes CommifTion on Goods fold and unfold — 

To the Proprietors of Private Trade — ■— — — 

To Alms Houfes at Poplar — . — — — 

To Intereil on Military Fund more than has been applied to the Purpoies of the 

To ditto on Contingent Fund, ditto, ditto — » _ 

To Warrants pafled the Court, unpaid —- — —« — 

To what owing in the Department of the Committee of Shipping — — 

To Intereft on Annuities ~ ^ 

To ditto on Bonds — — — — — 

To Dividends on Stock unpaid, including what remains for the lall Half Year's 
Dividend due at Chriftmas laft, at £. 8. per Cent, per Annum — •— 

To what paid by the Adventurers, being 87. lor. per Cent, on 3,200,000 — 

To Balance againft laft Quick Stock from Bombay, the Debt due from Kagobah 
being deduaed from the Credit of the fame » 


Eaft India Houfe, the 6U1 May 178a. 


To Balance — —. 


N. B. The Amount of Cafli, and feveral other Articles, are terminated 
the Firft May 1782. 


Dr. 

£. a,99a.44a> 

1,497,000 

ts>354 

1,261,947 


307,696 

68,too 

>7.54* 

4t*0* 

S 7 » 9 f^ 
11069 
72,900 
1 18^36 

45.477 

49*>9* 
a,800,000 


10,808,407 


;C- U.39*.733 


Memorandum. 

There are Bonds given to fundry Perfons, by the Chief and Council of 
Balambangan, to the Amount of £. 17,776, which are not included in 
the Debt of the above Account, it not being yet determined whether 
or not the Company are liable to the Payment of the fame. 



APPENDIX, N**i, 


( B ) 


E ST JMATE 9/ tie General State of the Eaft India Con^nf^s Beits, Credits, and Effelts, both 
in England and Abroad, on the Firft Day of May 178a. 


By what due from Government to the Company — 1— 

By Caih, in Balance, on the Firft May 1782 •— — — 

^d»Coa.|>«.y'.fe|>tr«cFu.d - - {S 

By the Amount of Goods fold, not paid for (Difcount deduced) —« — 

By the Value of Goods in England unfold (ditto) ' — —. 

By the Prime Coft of Goods, imported per Belimont and Prime, not yet unladen 
By d* of d* per Pigor, Vanfitcart, Earl of MansBeld, Lord Holland, and Glatcpn, d* 
By what owing from the Honourable Board of Ordnance for Salt Pctre delivered — 
By Balance of Quick Stock at Bengal, as per Abftrad dated the 
a3d April 1781 — •— Current Rupees 194,45,231 

DeduA what paid into theTrcafury by Lord Clive, for the 
’ Purpofe of conftitut'mg a Military Fund C. Rr 5,80,000 
Ditto given bySyful Dowla, in Addition for the 

above Purpofe — — — 3,48,000 

9,28,000 

Ditto Intcreft on the above, from 29th Sept. 1766 
to 29th Sept. 1769, which forms the Capital 
of the Contingent Fund, the Intereif of which 
is applicable to the Charges of condufling the 
above Military Fund — 2,22,720 

- 11,50,720 

Current Rupees 182,94,512 

Ditto Bellmont’s Cargo arrived in England, and valued at 
Prime Coft —. — 14,78,216 

Current Rupees 168,16,296 
Add Cargoes of Ships arrived at Bengal fince the atove 


Add Cargoes of Ships arrived at Bengal fince the above 
Quick Stock, and not included therein — 

Current Rupees 

By Balance of Quick Stock at Fort Saint George, as per 
Abfiradf, dated 9th January 1781 — Pagodas 

Add Cargoes of Ships arrived at ditto fince the above (^ick 
Stock, and not included therein •— —• 


8.75.94a 

176,92,238 ZX.lS.^d. 


a8.4t5 

50,29.992 at 8 j. 


— 551,368 at 6s. 8 


Pagodas 50,29.992 at 8 j. 

By Balance of Quick Stock at Bencoolen, dated ^oth July 

1781 — — Spanifii Dollars — 223,83a at fi. 

By ditto froni lafi Books at Saint Helena, eriding 30th September 1780 — 

By ditto from ditto at China, dated 8th April 1781 (and 

received fince ift March) — Tales — 551,368 at 6 s. 8d. 

By Cargoes of Ships fent out in Seafon 1780 ~ — _ 

By ditto of ditto paid for, for Exports of vSeafon 1781 — — _ 

By Silver paid for, remaining in the I'reafury in England — _ 

By Imprels paid Owners of Ships, not arrived in England — 

By the Value of the Eaft India Houfe and Warehoufes (as efiimated by the Com- 

pany’s Surveyor) — — — — — _ 1 

By the Value of Ships, Sloops, and Vcflels (exclufive of thofe fiationed Abroad) 

By what the Company paid for their Dead Stock in India — — 

By the Expcnccs defrayed for the Subfiftence of French Prifoners in India, and 
incident Charges, as per General Account delivered — — 

By what remains due for Expcnces incurred in Expedition to Manilha, as per Ac¬ 
count delivered — — — _ _ 

By Hofpital Expcnces for His Majefty’s Troops at Fort Saint George, Bengal, and 
Bombay, as per ditto —. _ 1 


Sau Com. Rxp. IX. 


Cr. 

£. 4 , 200,000 
245.43* 

286,036 

663,471 

2,115,668 

207,729 

169,586 

265,264 


£■ M.392.733 



A P P E N D I X, II- ai. 

Tour Committee were induced to order the preceding Eftimate to the Firft of May, to be made 
out in the ufual official Mode, that they might point out in the mod; perfpicuous Manner, how 
difficult it would be for the Proprietors to difcrimiiiate and diOedk fuch an Account, and how liable 
they and the Public were to be mifled (without the Imputation of Defign in any one) by the In- 
fpeftion of a General Edimate i where, on the Credit Side, the Quick Stock in England is blended 
with the feveral ^lick Stocks abroad, and one general Total involves many Articles which are afloat, 
atrilque, or obviQully dormant and non-produ£tivc i thereby giving the Whole an e^ual Degree of 
creditable Value, in OppoGtion to Debts, which are aAually due and mud be paid in England} as 
well as others which will ultimately come to be paid there, if not liquidated abroad. 

Upon the fame Principle your Committec^were led to diHeft this General Eftimate, and to form 
feparate Statements of the Qpick Stock in England, and at each Prefidency. And as thofe Accounts 
would even then be compolcd of various Articles, which could not be efteemed of the fame pro> 
du(flivc or effedbive Value, but mult, in their Natur^ be applicable to diftindt Objedts, your Com¬ 
mittee concluded it would further elucidate the Va^e and Dcflination of the component Parts of the 
feveral Quick Stocks, if they were dalfed and arranged under diftinguifhing Heads, each of which 
Ihould comprehend on the Debit Side Articles correfpondent to thofe on the Credit Side; and at ono 
Vjew (hew the Balance op cither Side of each Clafs, 

In purfuance of this Intention, the State of the Company's Debts, Credits, and Eflfedts in England, 
came Grft under CoiiGderation •, and your Committee having clalTcd them under fuch Heads as they 
judged would belt explain their Nature, the following Account, marked (C), is the Refultof fuch 
Arrangement, 




APPENDIX. N^ai. 


( c ) 


SfJTE of the Eafi India Componfs Debts, Credits, and EffeSfs in Engknd, Fir^ Dap of lAaj 178*. 


Standing Debts. 

Owing to Annuitants — — 

Owing on Bonds, bearing 4 per Cent. Intercft 
Owing on Military and Contingent Funds — 


£. a.992,440 

— i>497>‘>oo 

— 69,235 


Current Pebts. 

Bonds outftanding, not bearing Intcreft — I **»354 

Bill! of ExchMgt. from - - “ {chtaa 

To Exchequer, for Prolongation, laft Payment — — — 100,000 

To Alms Houfes at Poplar — — 4 » 20 * 

To Warrants paffed tBe Court, unpaid — —^ 72,900 

To Intereft unpaid on ~ — {^nds'““ *' 5 * 3 ‘* 

To Dividends on Stock unpaid — — — 49 >* 9 ^ 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 
To Cuftoms on Goods, fold and unfold — 

To Freight and Demorage of Ships — — 

To Supra Cargoes ComraiflTion —- — 

To Proprietors of Private Trade — — 

To Debts in tire Department of Shipping — — 




1,261,947 

307,656 

68,200 

118,036 


Total aftive Debts in England — — 

Eifeftive Balance in Favour of the Company in England 


Particulars of the above Bills of Exchange. 

Doe and payable to Firft March 1783 — — — 788,728 

Ditto ditto to Firft May 1784 — — — 33®»*89 


Old Bills and CertiScates paft due 

Sundry Bills and Certificates advifed, not accepted 

Old Bills and Certificates advifed, not prefented 


^.1,125,017 

- 19,200 

- 66,710 

1 . 57 * 


Dr. 

£. Sterl. 


4,558.^75 


'.566,557 


'. 773 > 38 t 

7,898,613 

*55.919 
£> 8.154.534 


Total IS above 


f . 1,212,498 



P E N D I X. 


AtE af Ihe Eajt Mia Campan/s LthSt Ot£ts, and Effect in England^ Firft Mt^ i;8a. 


Standing Credits. 

By Loan to Govmunent, at 3 per Cent. — ^ —i 

Cttrrent Credits and Cajh. 

By Board of Ordnance for Salt Petre — •>- 265,364 

By Cafli in the Treafury ■— — — — 245*432 

By Bulliop in Ditto 1,346 

^.512,042 

MereUlidize and Advances an that Account. 

By Goods fold, ooc paid for (Difcount deduced) — ^ C‘ ^ 1 ^ 3*47 > 

By eftimated Value of Goods in Warehoufes ~ 2,115,668 

By prime Coil; of Goods, by Prime and Belmont from 
India, not unladen — — — l.toy.yigl 

By Ditto, Five Ships from China, Ditto — — 169,586 J 377 » 3«5 

Total efieffive Credits in England .i.. 


Cr. 

^Sicrl. 

4 , 200,000 


3.»5Mg4 
£• 8 .» 54 . 53 *; 


Doubtful Credits. 

By Hofoital Expences for Hia Majefty*s Troops at Madras, Bengal, 
andlrombay, as per Account «— » *** iC* 21,447 

By Expedition to Manilha, as per Account delivered — 139,877 

By Subfiftence of French jPrifoners in India, as per Ditto — 360,687 

Dead Stack. 

By Sail; India Houfe and Warehoufes, as by Surveyor*s Valuation ->-> £. 253,616 
By Shipsj Sloops, and Yefiels ^ 47,060 

Total of Doubtful Credits and Dead Stock — 



£. 722,687 


Sit. Com. Rip. IX. 


T 
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The preceding Mode of forming the Account of the Company's Debts, Credits, and EffeAs in 
England, exhibits at one View the Total of each diftinA Head, from whence a comparative Ba< 
lance may immediately be made. Upon the Total of the Three Firft Clafles, which contain the 
clear efleflive Property in England, the Balance appears to be 255,919 Favour of the Com¬ 
pany, which is little more than the Calh in the Treafury. And here your Committee think it ne- 
ceiTary to remark, that the Sum of 286,036 is the Company's proper and feparate Fund, not 
liable to he involved in-their Commercial Operations, but applicable (o the Augmcntatbn of their 
Dividends without Participation of the Public, and ought to have been fee afide and kept feparate, 
unlefs introdueed as a Loan ; and then it Ihould have been Hated on the Debit Side as a Deot due 
from the Comjnercial Concerns to the Company's private Stock t by which Tranfpofition the real 
Balance would have been, as it ought to be, againfl: the prefent cBedive Quick St^. 

But even admitting the Company's feparate Fund may, on'preflingOccafions, be brought into 
Ufe, yet, unlefs the Sum due from Government for Salt Petre, as well as that due for Goods fold, 
Ihould be fpeedily paid, your Committee conceive the Company cannot difeharge the following 
Debts, which they are informed, by the prd^ 0 $cers, are liable t6 immediate Demand: 


Bonds, outftanding •— — 

Exchequer — — 

Warrants pafled the Court unpaid 
IntereH unpaid, but due — 
Dividends on JStock unpaid, but due 
Freight and Demorage •— 

Supra Cargoes CommilTion ' —- 

Proprietors of Private Trade — 
Debts due by Committee of Shipping 


— C 12.354 

— 100,000 

— 72,900 

^ 115.3** 

— 49.291 

— 

— 68,200 

— 17.54a 

— 118,036 


Amounting in all to •— jC‘S^i.291 

fiefides the CuHoms, which will be payable between the ift of May and the ift of September 
next, amounting to 568,004. 

. The Articles under Doubtful Credits, could not pofltbly be clalfed with any of thofe above them f 
nor did your Committee think themfelves warranted totally to reject them ; becaufe they conceive, 
when a favourable Opportunity offers, Government-will endeavour to obtain fome Satisfaffion for 
the Maintenance of French Pcifoners; and, on fome future Adjudment of Accounts, admit of a 
Liquidation of the other Two Articles. 

The Articles under the Head of Dead Stock, muH evidently remain fo during the Exiftence fA 
the Company» and though in their prefent State they may be well worth the eftinnated Value, tba 
Amount cannot be-converted to any other Ufe. 

Having had Occafion in the preceding Remarks to mention the large Sum due for Salt Petre de¬ 
livered, as it is Hated, by Anticipation, over and above the QtMhttty of 500 Tdns, which the 
Charter Hipulatfs the Company is to furnifh to Government Ye^y and ev«ry Year| if dcminded, 
7 
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your Committee judge this the proper Place to refume the SubjeA: And thoueh they will not take 
upon them to difcufs how far this Tranfadion was confiftent with your Dire^ors Situation to enter 
into by Anticipation, or how far the Board of Ordnance, for the Time being, were authorized to 
demand or take it on that Ground; yet the.Cdh^ai^ are Sufferers in every Point of View, and 
ought, as Merchants, to have had the Market Price for all Surpluffes at the Time of Delivery: 
Your Committee, therefore, ordered an Account to be made out, with a Charge of Intereft on the 
ieverd ,$uo^, after che.Lapfe of the ufual Time of Credit on Sales} and by the Account lb ftatcd, 
it appears that Government Hands indebted to the Company 338,746, ihftead of 265,264. 

To fpm up the Whole—From the Inveftigation of the Quick Stock in England, corroborated by 
the bcft lnform4tion we can obtain from the Officers of the Houfe, as to the Amount of the Annual 
Foments and Qut'g^ings, independent of Bills and Cuftoms, which generally bring their Acquittal 
with them in C.'irgoes, your Committee think they lhall not exceed their Commifliofv in faying, that 
the Company vdU fpon be cmbarrafl'cd in their Operations for Want of Current Cblh, unlcfs fomc 
Kelicf can be obtained from Government) and that the parting with 300,000 lately to Govern¬ 
ment, was an Alienation '6f their Property, which neither the Situation of their Affairs at that Time 
could, nor at prefent can poffibly warrant. 



h r f ® H 0 r 31; vn. 


(D) 


fiENG^L ^ek Sififkt taken from an AkftraS iatU i%fr Martb 1781, eam/tedta ifr 178^, 

Dr. 

jCimsmt Rupees, 


Currm Vehts, 

Current Rupees 

In pvil p^srttnent, chicly <Ki Bonds St Incereft 121,85,145 

In the Military Department 1— ~ 3>3^r<97 

fn the Marine Department ^ ^ ^ i,ag^ 


^erebanJisee and Advances on that AcceunL 
Dge iq the Iqvelltnent Department 

Effefiiive Balance of Quick Stock *-• 
Total „ ^ — 


2,83,992 


125,22,70^ 


2 > 83 « 9*2 


128,06,631 

82,02,197 


C.R.2io,o8,8a8 


Standing Veits. 


7 'o the Military Fund, depoOied by Dord Clive and Syf ul Dowlah, 

8,op,ooo Sicca Rupees, equal to — -» — 9,28,000 

To contingent Fund for Ofiicers Widows apd otlier fuch Purpofcs, 
eftablifhed out of the Qrft accumulated Incereft on the Depofit for 
the Military Fund, previous to the Agreement between Lord 
pjiye apt} the Company — 2,22,720 


Balance in dormant Property 


I (,50,720 
94,90,041 


Tptal 


|C.R. 106,40,761 
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( D ) 


BENGAL ^ck StoAf, taken from an AhftraQ dated Mmb,\i%\t,tmtUtd to xfi May 178* 

Cr. 

ICurrent Rupees^ 


Current Credits and Cafi, 

, Current Rupees. 

Tieafure in the Trcafury — —. — 5,24,368 

Bills receivable — — — —, — 1,53,500 

Balances of Cafli in the Civil, Revenue, and Commercial Departments 59,64,777 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 

Goods for Export to England ....... 83,82,920 

Goods imported from England — —» — — 6,52,402 

Salt — — — — — — — 6,596 

Advances for Inveftment ^ ... 53,24,265 


Total eSe&ive Quick Stock 


Credits outftanding. 

Civil Department, fuppofcd to include what is due from Afoph ul 
Dowlah, and others, not likely to be foon liquidated — 
Military Department, not explained — 

Revenue Department, ditto — — «— 

Stores. 

Civil and Military, in the fevcral Storchouics, to fupply the Army, 
Garrtfons, and other occalional Demands ■— — 


Total dormant Property — 


66,42,645 


143,66,183 


C' R* 210,08,828 


■ 3 *> 46,635 


■ 1,58,703 

- 5,66,163 

S9»7hSOi 


• 66,69,259 

66,69,259 

- ^ 

C*R* 106,40,761 


SiL. Com. Rep. IX. 
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"I'liis Account of Quick Stock in Bengal being formed as neatly on the fame Plan of that in 
hiiglanil, as the Nature of the component Articles would admit, it appears that the Balance of 
( iredtve Articles is Current Rupees 82,02,197, or 922,747, and the Balance of Non^effedive 
Articles, Current Rupees 94,90,761, or about 1,067,711 in Favor of the Company. Upon this 
Didribuiion of Property your Committee think it neceflary, in Support of their Proceeding, to re¬ 
mark. 

That the Account from which the feveral Sums are taken, is a eoncife Abftra6fc to the of 
'March 1781. 

That having only Totals under General Heads whereon to found their Opinion, they were 
•cbl^cd to recur to former Quick Stocks, drawn more at large, for analogous Explanations. 

That the feveral Articles on the Debit Side are fufficiently clear, and undoubtedly owing by the 
Company. ! 

T hat on the Credit Side, the Treafure and Bills receivable are equal to Ready Money; but as the 
JJalqnces of Calb in the feveral Departments arc chiefly in the Hands of the Paymafters, Rcfidents, 
and Provincial Councils, they muit be considered as appropriated to thofe refpedive Employs and 
Situations. 

That the Sum of Current Rupees, 143,66,183, or *,616,196, being aftually the Amount of 
^Goods, or Advances for Goods, may be regarded as a produftivc Objedb to the Company. 

That the Credits outftandinc, though exprefled only in Abftraft in the Account fent Home, ap- 
.pear, by Reference to former ^ick Stocks, to include Afoph ul Dowlalfs Debt, which in OApber 
1780 flood at about 40 Lacks of Rupees \ and though it appears to have been reduced fince, your 
•Committee thought they could not with Propriety clafs the Whole as Credits, which would pro¬ 
bably be paid when demanded. 

That the Stores, though confiding of a Variety of Articles, many of which might occafionally be 
fold to the European or Native Inhabitants, or for the Ufe of the Company’s or Country VefTcls; 
yet the Generality of them being for the Defence of the Garrifims of Fort William, the Out Fafto- 
rics, or Forts, as well as for the Service of the Troops in the Field, and fuch as muft, in cafe of any 
great Confumption be replaced, and kept up to the prefent State. For thefe Keafons (which will 
apply to ail the Prefldencies) and to prevent the Proprietors being mifled by an Idea, that all Sums 
exprefled 1 ^ Figures on the Credit Side of any Quick Stock, were real Property, convertible at aU 
Times to Country Currency, or equivalent Sterling Money, and equally applicable to the Difchargc 
of Debts or Incumbrances, your Committee have thought it confident vuich their Duty, as it was ex- 
prelTive of their Opinion, to place thefe Articles out of the Line of effedive Property. 

Your'Committee have only further to remark on the Subjeft of the C^iick Stock from Bengal, 
•that though therc.is a great apparent Balance in Favour of the Company, yet none of the Articles 

j .which 
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•which eompofe it can be applied to difcharge the Bond Debt there; on the contrary, that Debt has 
encreafed from the apth February 1780, from Current Rupees 20,17,418 to Current Rupees 
221,85,145, or about 1,370,829, and muft continue to encreafe in the prefent Situation of Af¬ 
fairs) or, what will be worfe, Bills mull be drawn on England ) while the Balances of the Quiik 
Stocks have decreafed in little more than Two Years, as follow: 


aSthPeb. 1779. 

gift Dec. 1779. 

29th Feb. 1780. 

gift 0£l. 1780. 

3 id March 1781, 

;354 i 96>299 

292,78,086 

*77.41.054 

260,30,079 

179.U.958 


That is to fay, near One-Half of theFirft Amount. 



appendix; K ‘ ti . 


( E ) 


FORT Saint Gmga §luick ^ock^ taktn from an Aceeunt dattd the Firfi Januan i^Si, torreffed to 
Firji Mas 1782, 


Current Debts, 

On Bonds bearing Interefl;, and a fmall Sum tor DepoCts 


Sur Pagodas. 

- ^*33*503 


Balance of efieftive Property 


Dr. 

Star Pagodas. 

^,33*503 

5 .» 3 . 59 » 


Total 


Pag* 11,57.095 


Balance of dormant Property 


Pag’ 45.06,400 



H ? P '& N D t K, N'tt. 


( E ) 


f^Sat ^ici Siteki taitti jrm An Aecttint 4 ilted tkt Jamry 1781 , tbmihi t$ 

Firfi M91 i7Ua* 


Curunt Crediis and Cafb. 


Matiets^ the'ftveral Departments ^ ^ ^ 

Bilmees from Ittnten; fuppofed good, and including what due from 
the Nabob for the Jaghire Lands — — — 

Calh in the Chtft — . Pagodas 26,345] 

TfeafuM — rin the Treafury 30,156 V 

4raaiura ^ |In the Mint 24 ,a +51 

Merchandize and Advances en that Account. 

z 

Balances due feom Mtrciiants to whom Advances have been made for 
Inveftnoeoc — — — — — 


Stair Pagodas. 
“ 79 » 99 i 


Star Pagodas, 


Total of Effective Property 


— 11,57.095 


Credits outfianding. 

Nabob of Afcot, on Accovmt, for Troops — Pagodas 8,83,396] 
European Half mounting — — —. 1.500 V 

Captors of Pondicherry 1,667] 

The folkwing Stocks at the Out Settlements and Faflories are 
only inferted in One Line on the Quick Stock Account fent 
Home from Fort Saint George, dated the ift January 1781, 
and ftand as below i but on Reference to the preceding 
Account appear to be chiefly encreafing Balances due from 
the Circars and other Renters: 


Naff ore 

Cuddalore 

Mazulipatam 

Ingeram 

Vizagapacam 

Ganjam 


Pagodas 55,000 

—- 1,08,000 

— 19,50,000 

— 90,000 

— 5,00,000 

— 4,80,000 


In the Civil and Military Scorehoufes 


Total dormant Property 


— S'P* 45,06,400 


Sei. Com. Rtr. IX. 
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1 hs Article of Current Debts on the Debit Side of the Quick Stock it Fort Saint G^r^, 
rc.:]jirc5 nt; Ktrnark, as it is chiefly on Bond, and muft, in the Nature of Things, have been 
proitly encre.iiK< by the End of lall Year, or Bills drawn on the Company, which will Ihift the 
liuithcn CO Efigiand, where it will be felt ftill more fenflbly. 

Vlie Eiril Article under Current Credits, on the Credit Side, is compofed of Balances of Cafli 
in tilt Ic'veral Employs, applicable to the immediate Monthly Expence i but the next Article, of 
Balances from Renters, though fuppofed to be good at the Time, does not appear to your Com- 
!< Mce to be free from the Apprehenflon that the late Situation of the Jaghire will induce the 
who owes Seven eighths 6f the Money, to plead his Claim to a Retnitunce of Rent while 
the Enemy poflefled the Country. The other Articles are undoubtedly valid. 

Under the Flcad of Merchandize and Advances, the Goods in the Export Warehouie are an 
expedanc Produdfion to this Country, and the bed; of Credits abroad. Thofe in the Import Ware* 
houfe, though clalfed with the others, may bei fold, and the Produce diverted to the Objeft moft 
neceflTary at the Timej but being chiefly Woollens and Cop^i^ it is not to beexpe&ed that they 
can, at this Jundfure, be converted to Ca(h; a$ the Troubles in the Carnatic obiftruA the Sales.' 
The Balances due from the Merchants will be accounted for when the Inveftment goes oni but 
n ouin to that Amount, or larger, mud: be always in their Hands. The net Balance therefore 
of effedtive Property at Fort Saint George is favourably taken at Star Pagodas 5i93,59a» 
or 209, 437 - 

The Head of Credits outftanding, comprehends firft, a Debt from the Nabob of Arcot, which, 
though i'eldom lefs than 7 Lacks, was probably recoverable without much Expence, while the 
Carnatic remained in Peace •, but at prefent no one can entertain a Shadow of Doubt, that the 
Sum is greatly encreafed by the Invaiion of Hyder Ally, and that it will coft the Company a much 
l.TgcrSumto recover the Whole or any Part of it; your Committee therefore thought themfelvea 
-warranted at prefent to place it under this Clafs, as well as the Two next Articles of no greac 
Amount. 

The Sum cf vStar Pagodas 31,83,000, or/. 1,273,200, being inlerted in the Quick Stock, jullr 
as exprciTed in this Report, appeared fo unfatisiaAory, that your Committee naturally enquired for 
the preceding Qiiick Stocks} and as they found the Renters Balances of the Circars flood ac 

Lacks oi Pagodas the 13th OAober 1779, and had been annually increaflng} they could nor 
poflibly dais thel'e Totals under any other Head than Outftanding Credits, which they fear will 
long remain a non-produAive ObjeA to the Company, and it may be dceiped in Ibme Meafure 
foitunate if they are not already increafed by an Accumulation of Arrears. 

The Stores at this Prcfidency art clafTed in the fame Manner as at Bengal, for the Rcafons 
there allcdged. 9 
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( F ) 


BOMBAY Sluick Stocky taktn frm an Account fent Homtt dated ipb My 1781, corrtStd t» 



ift May 178a. 

Current Debts. 

Dr. 


f Bombay Rupees. 

Bombay Rupees. 

On Bond at Interelt — 

— ' — — 84,20,220 

Due to the Bank at Bombay 

— — — — 9 . 70»465 


Due for Depofits — 

— — — — 68,556 


Due to fundry Perfons — 

— — — — 1,18,177 

95 i 77 . 4 i« 


Total — 

B’'R’95.77‘4*I 


Balance of dormant Property — 

B’'R'11,82,9^2 


In the General Edimate of the Company’s Concerns (B) the Quick Stock at Bombay is made 
Debtor only fur yT. 109,794 v but in the feparate Statement, now under Confideration, there appears 
a Balance againit the Company of 30,61,285 Bombay Rupees, or ^•257,661; this DifTercnce is 
wholly produced by a Dedudlion of the Stores : But your Committee think they might with equal 
Judice have fct afidc a confiderablc Fart of the Balances, and reduced the reputed Value of Rago> 
bah’s Jewels, which are undoubted!) i by much over-rated ; for both thefe Articles, as they now 
Rand, are fet againd clear and poQtive^Bond Debts, which mud of courfe be paid t whereas, were 
the Balances all convertible to ready Money, they are ib difperfed in the Hands of various Employs^ 
and at diftanft Settlements along the Coaft, that they can only be applied to immediate Monthly 
Expences, or perhaps may remain nearly in the fame State as long as the Company have any Pol- 
(efiions or Operations on the Malabar Coaft. However, as your Committee could not aflually dili 
criminate the very dubious Balances from thofc which may in Time be paid, or adually fix the real 
Value of Ragobah’s Jewels, and as they muft, on the fame Principle, have rejedled many preceding 
6 Articles 
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( F ) 


BO MB AT ^(k Stocky taken from an Account fent Home^ dated tjib May lySt, cemSed to 
ifi May 1782. 


Current Credits and Cafi>. 

Bombay Rupees. 

Balances owing to the Company at the Prefidency and Subordinates, 

exdufive of that due rirom Ragobah, faid to be good 49>75it07 


Jewels depofited by Ragob'ah, valued at 
Calhat — J Bombay 


^ 6,00,000 


loidFSh.™. ^5.530 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 


Goods for export, at 


CBombay — Bombay Rupees 6,43,118 7 , ,. „.- 

- - 78,9*95 


I Out Settlements 


Goods n(>i>ortcd..t _ {g^T&atooot, _ _ 3. 


Balance 

Total 


Stores. 

{ General Storekeeper Bombay Rupees 
Marine Storekeeper — — 2,4 

Military Storekeeper — 

At the Out Factories and Settlements of Kinds — — 7,98,468 


s 83,4647 

2,41,000}. 3,84,464 
60,000 J 


Total — 


Cr. 

Bombay Rupees. 


63,20,637 


11,95,496 


75,*6,133 


20,61,285 


B>'R*95,77,4»8 


Bi'R* 11,82,93 2 


Articles ranged under the fame Head, they agreed to let them (land, though convinced in their 
own Minds that they never can be brought in Abatement of the Company’s real Debts, or into Li¬ 
quidation for Payment of current Expencea. 

The Articles of MeKhandize fpeak for themfelvcs, and the Stores need no further Remarks. 


Sit. Com. Rep. IX. 
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( G ) 


B ENCOOLEN ^ick Stocky taken from an jiceount fent Homtt dated 31 / Jul;, 
to ift Mcy 1782 . 


Current 




S^anifh Dollars. Spanifli pollan. 


To Paper Currency, as by Statement in the Quick Stock 
DeduA what has been paid in England f, 82,946. 10 r. 
Equal to ~ ^ — 

416,778 

3 S *»786 

84.99a 

To Sundries, on Bond at Intereft 

To Sundries, on Account —» —• 

— 

— 235.*!* 

8,842 


Total 


1781( cme&td 

23 r. 

SpaDilhDollkn; 

. 3*9»®4fi 


Sp.Dol.3 29,046 


Sp.D< 4 .aa 6 , 3 «a 


Balance of dormant Property 



^ F P E N D I X. N*2i. 


( G ) 


BENQOOLEN Stock, 

taken from an Account fent Home, dated 3 ift July 
to ifi May 178*. 

1781, corretled 

Current Credits and Caft>. 

1 

Cr. 

. Dollars, Sponifli Dollars. 

Owing the Co«.p«j,. _ 

B.*«.c«i„H«d« _ ISu&cn.. 39:^511 

Cafb in the Clicft.and Treafurjr — 53»4Jo 

Spanilh Dollars. 

245.897 

Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 



Goods for Export ^ 

5 Pepper at Prefidency 38,691 7 

1 Ditto at Subordinates 41,4585 

80,149 

80,149 





Balance — 

— 1 

326,046 

3,000 


Total — 

- 

Sp.Dol.3 29,046 


Stores. 



Cattle under the Superintendant 
Stores and Uicnfils at the 

^ f Prefidency 165.43 7 ? 

1 Subordinates 54,5233 

6,862 

219,960 





226,822 


Total — 


Sp.Dul.226,822 


The Balance of EfFe^ive Stock at Bencoolen appears by the Account to be only ^{,ooo Dollars, 
or £. 750, againft the Company i but as that Settlement is and has long been a loHng ERablithmenr, 
no produftivc Property can be cxpcfted from thence, without equivalent Imports from, or Drafts on, 
England. What is there already, except the Pepper, is only for Stock and current Ufe, and cannot 
ever be valued as a Counterbalance to the Bonds, which mud Bnally be liquidated in England, or 
by AlTets from the other Settlements, 
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(H) 


itJJlCK STOCK itt China, iy lafi Aiceuntt af/er Dijpattb of the Five Sb^, dattd Zth April ijZu 
JtandiMg the fame \ft Mey 1782. 


To Balance . ^ 


““ ^ 1 192.979 


^ick Stock at Saint Helena, taken from the Books, ending goth September 1780, 
fianding the fme \fk May 1782. 


To Balance — 


Floating Advenfures outward-bound, net included in the Stato of EfftSs in England, 
or in the ^ick Stocks Abroad. 


To Balance — 




To Bahpce 


C 6.082,475 
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( H ) 


^UICK STOCK in Chinas by lofi Account^ after Dijpatch e/tbe Five Skips, dated 
Jtanding the fame \fi 1782. 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 

Remaining with the Supra Cargoes, after the Difpatch of the Pigot, 

Vanfittart, Glatton, ^rl Mansfield, and Lord Holland, towards this 
Year’s Inveftmenc — — — — Tales 551,368 

Reckoning each Tale 7 r. equal to — — — 


l^ick Stock at Saint Helena, taken from the Books, ending ysth September 1780, 
Jtanding the fame \Jt May 1782. 

By Calh, Stores, and Utenfils, for the Expence and Ufe of the Garrifon and IQand — 


Floating Adventures, outward-bound, net included in the State of EffeSis in England, or 
in the ^uick Stocks Abroad. 

By Imprefs paid Owners of Ships outward — — — f. 154*767 

By Cargoes fent out in Ships of 1780, paid for 

By Cargoes fent out in Ships of 1781, paid for ~ — 3 * 3«530 


Head Stock at the Company's Settlements Abroad, the Firfi May 1782. 


Fortifications and Buildings. 


Bengal and i^ Dependencies 
Fort Saint^George Ditto — 

Bombay ^ pitto — 

Bencoolen ^ Pi(to — 

Saint Helena^ — 


Current Rupees 297,86,184 
Star Pagodas 32,71,142 
Bombay Rupees 100,93,975 
Spanifh Dollars 326,935 


2,978,618 

1,199,419 

1*136,072 
8«*734 
— 36*538 


Plate, Heujhold Furniture, Plantations, Farms, Slaves, Sloops, and Vejfels. 


Bengal and its Dependencies — 
Fort Saint George Ditto — 

Bombay ~ Ditto 
Bencoolen — Ditto — 

Saint Helena — — 


Current Rupees 7,68,240 f. 76,824 

Star Pagodas 5*53*736 203,036 

Bombay Rupees 25,07,996 292,599 

Spanilh Dollars 160,150 40,038 

— — — 37*597 


Total Dead Stock Abroad 


0 Q 


’ April 1781, 
Cr. 

£■ i9>*97» 


21,338 


0 852,055 


iC- 5.43*.38 i 


f. 650,094 
f. 6,082,475 


SsL. Com. Rtp. IX. 
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The Balance of 551,368 Tales, or jf. 183,789, in Chin», » the moft pleaGng Article whIcB has 
fallen under your CommUtee’s Obfervation, as it has no Debit to contraft it, and enfures Cargoes 
lor at lead; Four Ships. \ 

The lOand of Saint Helena being an ellabliihed Annual Expence, all the Property there can only 
be clafled as Stores tor the Ufc and Defence of the Colony. 


The Head of Hoatinc; Adventures outwards, being the Prime Coft and Charges of Mcrchandiae 
on Goods fent to the Icvcral Settlements in 1780 and 1781, not yet arrived at any Settlement in 
India, at lead no Advices to that Effedt having been received, your Committee could not fix them 
as adual Fro^icrty among the Quirk Stoijkl Abroad, or include them hi that at Homc} but 
ncvcrthclcfs the Amount of them (the Rifque of the Seas excepted) will certainly be incorporated 
and applicable fumewhere, and that Part lent to China, being about ^(,'.190,000, will be invefted 
in an Equivalent to be returned to <liis Courttry. 

With rc|jpedt to the Dead Stock at the fevera! Settlements Abroad, though notliing was added 
under that Defeription in the General Eltimatc, to the jC. 400,000 awarded by Lord Godolphin in 
tlic Year 170a, as the computed Value there of the Forts, Fadtories, Utenfils, &c. of the Old 
Companies, yet your Committee cannot but fuppofe, that had the prefent Ctppany’s Concerns 
been doled iaft Year, and another Company bad been eftablilhed feparately, or ingrafted on theili 
with an enlarged Stock, or that Government had afiumed the Protedtion and Defence of the 
Eftablifhments, a confiderabie additional ValtuKton muft have been allowed for an Expcndibqre 
under that Head of 6,082,4 75. 

Before your Committee can proceed in their Remarks, and deduce a compound General State^ 
ment from the preceding Quick Stocks, it becomes ncceflary to fix a Rate of Exchange between 
the Currency of Accounts Abroad and Sterling Money, in order to afilmilate the Whole under 
General Totals, chough it matters not in point of abfirad Value, whether 


The Current Rupee be taken at 
Pagoda — 

Tale — — 

Dollar — — 

Bombay Rupee — 


s. d. s. d. 

2 o or 1 9 

80 — 74 

70 — 68 

50 — 49 

t 6 — a 3 


fiecaufe the Company’s Property in the fcvcral Parts of India (be it kept in what Coin it may) is 
principally and generally applicable ro the Exigencies of ibe Settlement where it is, and if tranf- 
ferred to any other Settlement, will be received as Merchandize, or re-coined into the Currency of 
the Place, Therefore, in the Comparifon of the Debit againft the Credit of the Quick Stock at 
any Settlement (let the ideal Value in Sterling Money be what it may) the Buance will be 
expreifitd in the efiablilhcd or reputed Currency of the Place, and cannot iHefb the Company’s 
Account at Home, except in Cafe of Bonds given for Sums of any Coin in India without exprefling 
an Equivalent of Sterling Money, and thole Bonds ultimately coming to be paid in England for 
want of Afieis Abroad. This Circumfiance may occafion a Difficulty, and give Rife to legal 
Difeufiion t but Bills of Exchange always carry their refpedivc Values on them, which vary accord¬ 
ing to the Times. 

c 


With 
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'With refpeA to Mcrchtndkse feoc out from England to India, and Merchandize returmd Home 
ifrom thence, the Produce muft vary according to ^ Markets Abroad and at Home, and accord- 
ling to the ideal Value affixed to Foreign Currency i but can only afTcfl; the Company or be 
•decided on the followingPofluon: 

For Inftance, fuppofe loo laid out in Broad Cloth in’Eq^nd fells at Bengal for i,aoo Cur^ 
rctnt Rupees) if .on this Occahon the Exchange be reckoned at 

2'5. pcr‘Currcnt Rupee, the Profit is 20'per Gent. 

:If ^s. ^d. the Profit is 35 percent. 

Again, if the Produce of 1,200 Current Rupees be laid out in Muflins, and thefe, when Brought 
:tO England, .fellibr,^. 150, the Produce uf the Operation, reckoning 

At 2«^r. the Current'Rupee, will be 1,500 Current Rupees, or an apparent Profit of 25 per 
Cent. 

At is. ^d. the Current Rupee, will be 13334, or an apparent Profit of only 1.34 per Cent. 

'But the real Profit >10 the Company in England, by Comparifon Of Firft CoAs, will be 50 per 
Cent, which is the only Point that can be eftablilhed let the Difeuflion'bevcarried on ever lo long, 
except that the higher the Exchange in India, the greater -the appateot Profit there •, and the 
Eeverfe in England.) fo that for the Purpofe of the pcelent Calculation, .your Committee have 
.odt^ted .the Company’s Valuation, viz. 

s. d. 

The Star Pagoda — — .... 8 

Tale — _ - — 5 • 

Spaniffi Dollar — — 5 •• 

Bombay Rupee 2 5 and the 

Current Rupee — — — a 3 



ABSTRACT of General State of the Eajl India Company's Debts, Credits, and EffeSls, both at 
Heme and Abroad, the ifi May 178a. ^ ' 


Dr. 


Standing Debts. 1 

Owing on Bonds and Annuities — * 

Owing to Military and Contingent Funds ~ 

CSrrint Debts. 

Bonds, Bills, Dividends, &e. owi» in England — 

In Bengal ; \i—‘ Candnt Rnpees, at as. 3/. — 

Fort St. George Sur Pagodes, 8 r. — 

Bombay . . — . Boa^bair Rnpees, a s. ; 

Bcncoolen — * Spanilh D^llarij 5/. — 


Debts in 
England. 

Debts 

Abroad. 

Total 

£. Sterling. 

] 25,22.709 

6.33.503 

95.77.4*8 

329,04.6 

£. Sterling. 
4.489,440 ) 

69.*3S i 

*.566.557 

£. Sterling. 

1 •408,805'! 
253,401 f 
• *.*97.>77 f 
82,262J 

4.5 S«s 67S 

4,5bt,202 

' . M&(baddize"tmd Advances. 

Cuftoms, Preigilt, Commiffion, dee. in Rngtand ' — *— 

In Bengal, Balances dne to Merchants, Current Rupees, at as. 8,83,923 

>.773.38* 

1 

3'.94*} 

».80$,g22 

•Total aOWe Debts — 

To Balance of effeBive Progerty in England — 

Balance of cfTeBive Property Abroad — — 

Balance of effe£Uve Property in England and Abroad 

Total — — 

Mil 

1 

t 1 

7.898,613 

255.919 

2.973.586 

1,057,560 

10.872,199 

*.3*3.479 


8,154.53* 

4.03*.>46 

12,185,678 

Floating Adventures outwards. 

To Balance — —. jf. 



851,055 

Debts outftanding. 





Bengal Military Fund 9,28,000 — 

Contingent ditto — 2,22.700 — 

11,50,700 Current Rupees, 

at 2s. 3d. 1 

- - 

*29.456 • 

129.456 

To Balance dubious Credits in England _ 

To Balance of ojptftanding Credits and Stores Abroad 

To Balance of.dubious Credits, outftanding Credits, and Stores in Eng¬ 
land and Abroad ^ 

432,011 

*29,456 

3,096.098 

129.456 

3.5*8.109 

Total — 

£■ 

422.011 

3.225.554 

3.647,565 

Dead Stock. 

To Balance of Dead Stock in England — ~- 

To Balance of Dead Stock Abroad 

t 

- 

300,676 

400,000} 

700,676 

Total —1 — 

£ 

300,676 

400,000 

700,676 


Reeafitnktion of the Totals. 

To (Unding Dcbu ~ 

Current Debti — .... 

Merchandiiw and Adawcea 

Debtt ontAaoding 


— ;C. 4 .$ 58 . 67 « 

— 4.;o8.ioa 

— i.8o;,3sa 

— 1*9.456 


To Balanco 


li«coi,d5{ 
— 6 . 384 . 3‘9 


Tptal 1 . I7.S«5.974 
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ABSTR ACT of General State of the Eaft India Compaty's DeltSy Credits^ and EffeSlSy both at 
Home and Abroady the ijl May 1782. 

Cr. 



Credits and 
Eftefls in 
England. 

Credits and 
Effeas 
Abroad. 

Total. 
f. Sterling, 

By Loan to Government — — — — 

£. Sterling. 
4,200,000 

£. Sterling. 

4,200,000 

Current Credits and Cajh. 

By Government, Treafury, and feparate Fund in England — — 

By Bengal — — Current Rupees, at 2/. 3 y. — 66,42,643 

Foit St. George — Star Pagodas, 8/. — 4,40,742 

Bombay — — Bombay Rupees 2t.6/, — 63,20,637 

Bencoolen — — Spanilh Dollars 3 1. — — 243,897 

798,078 

747.*97 / 
176,296 > 
790,080 1 
6 i, 474 J 

*.S 73 .**J 

Merchandize and Advances. 

By Goods in Warehoufes and River — — — — 

At Bengal — — Current Rupees, atar. 3^. — 143,66,183 

Fort St. George — Star Pagodas, 8/. — 7 .i 6 , 3 S 3 

Bombay — —- Bombay Rupees, 2 s. 6 J. — >1,93,496 

Bencoolen — — Spanilh Dollars, 5/. — 80,149 

China —- — 'I'ales, — 6r. Sy. — 551,368 

1 1 1 i 

1 1 1 1 l| 

1,616,195 1 
286,541 1 
*49 437 f 
20,03; \ 

• 83 - 7 S 9 J 

5 . 4«*.453 

Total a£live Property in England and Abroad — £. 

8.154.53* 

4.03 c'46 

12,185,678 

Floating Adventures outwards. 

By Cargoes of Ships in 1780 and 1781, and Imprefs —« 



852,055 

Credits outflanding. 

By Bengal — — — Current Rupees, at 2/. 3y. 39,71,502 

Fort St. George Prefu'ency Star Pagodas 8/. 8,86,363 7 

Ditto Suboidinatcs — — — 31,83,0003 

- “ 

446,7937 
1,627,825 1 

2,07.1,619 

Doubtful Credits. 

By SubfiBLncc of French Prifoners, Hofpiial, andManilha — — 

422,011 

_ _ 

422,011 

Stores. 




By Bengal ■— — Current Rupcci, itzs.jd. — 66,69,259 

Foil St. George — Star Pagodas, 8/. — 4.36.837 

Bombay — — Bombay Rupees, 2/. 6 y. — 11,62,932 

Bencoolen — — Span'fli Dollars 5 /. — 226,822 

St, Helena «— — — — — 

1 1 1 I 1 

1 1 1 1 1 

750,291 - 

147,866 

56,705 

>.150.935 

Total of Stores, outflanding and doubtful Credits — /. 

422.011 

3 .** 5 .S !4 


Dead Stock. 

By W.irchoiifc'!, Sloops, and VelT. Is in England — — 

By the (cvcral Prelidencies in India, according to Loid Godolphin’s Award 
in 1702 — —" — — — 

300.677 

400,000 ^ 

700,676 

Total dubious and dormant Property — 

300,676 

400,000 

700,676 

Recapitulation of the Totals. 

By Handing Credits — — — 

Cui rent Credits and Caih — ~ 

Merchandize and Advances — 

Floating Adventures outwards — ». 

Credits ouiilanding — — 

] 7 oubtfuI Ciedits — - 

Stores — — — 

Dead Stock — — — 


“ C 4 .2C0,0OO 

— *. 573 .* 2 S 

“ 5.412. 4 S 3 

852,055 

— 2,074,019 

— 422,011 

— 1.130.935 

— 700,(76 



Total 

I. i 7 . 3 « 5.974 


Sei. Com. Rep. IX. 
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The aforegoing Abftraft, formed from the Debit and Credit of what your Committee have judged 
proper to clafs under the Deferiptions of E(Fcfti»e, Floatings and Non-productive Property, ex¬ 
hibits feparately the Balances under each Divifion in England &nd Abroad. 

The Balance of the Company’s Effeftivc Property in England, with the AlHllance of the feparate 
Fund, is, as before obferved, iC‘ 255 > 9 ' 9 ‘ The Debts aiow payable by the Company exceed their 
immediate Refourccs, unlels they polfpone Payment, or borrow} though it is equally true, that they 
have Elf'edlrs in their Warchoufes in England, could* they be all fold, fuliicient to difeharge their 
Debts. 

'I'he Balance of the efTeftive Property Abroad, according to your Committee’s Ellimation, is 
equal to 1.057,560; but that Balance anfes from fetting the Calh in the feveral Employs, and the 
Goods in the 'Warehoufes both for Export and Sale, as well as the Cafli in China (which is applicable 
to Copunercc only) in Oppofition to Bond Debts and other Debts in India*, which,your Committee think 
it their Duty no 'Ob^rve, tviill not, and cannot be paid, or even reduced from the Amount of either, but 
irruft be liquidated from future Savings‘in the Revenue; whilft, from the prclcnt Situation of Affairs, 
thefe Bond Debts arc incrcafing monthly. Even by the Accounts now produced (more than I’wclve 
Months back) they amownttd to at leaft Two Millions and an Half Sterling at the Three 
Prcfidcncics. 

The Amount of Floating Adventures comprehends many Articles of Trade, which muft be 
deemed effeftive ; but the '\^iole being fubjeft to Kifque, and uncertain where they may be incorpo¬ 
rated, your Committee could not place them more to their Satisfadion than by thcmielves, between 
England and India, and between the Clafles of effedive and dubious Property. 

The Remarks and Opinions which your Committee have given upon the feparate Statements and 
General Abftrad of your Concerns, are fuch as appeared to them deferiptive of their true Situation 
and real Values and the Hefult, by xheir Mode of Rating, is, that after oppoflng Cafh, Treafure, and 
Qtiier effedive Ppoperty againfi; current Debts, the leveral Balances which compole the Whole of 
the Company’s Property will ftand as follows in their rcfpedive ClafTcs: 


Effedive Propex-ty in England 
Efftidivc Property Abroad 

Floating Adventures 


£‘ * 55 i 9»9 
1.057.560 

-;C.i,3U.479 

852.055 


Dubious Credits in England — — 

Dubious Credits, Storesi 9nd outllanding Debts Abroad 

Dead Stock in England <— — 

Dead Stock Abroad, as per Lord Godolphin's Award 


422,011 

3,096,098 


300,676 

400,000 


3.518,109 

700,675 


Total — — ^ 6,384,319 

Which Total differs from the .Amount of the Eftimate to the ift May only in the fradional 
Pans, and in the Company’s Capital Stock of 3,200,000, ufually ftaied at ^.2,800,000, not 

being 
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being deduced. The effenttal Difference in the ConcluHon to be drawn from the Two Accounts, 
ariles from the dt&rent Degree of Value or Eftimation in which the component Parts are held, 
and the Application of each to its proper Objed. 

Your Committee'here think it necelTary to make feme Remarks on the Sum of 2,800,000. 
which has conftantly flood in the General Statements of Debits, Credits, and EfFcds of the Eaft 
India Company both at Home and Abroad, that have been occdGonally laid before the Proprietors. 
They find this Sum of £. 2,800,000 placed on the Debit Side of tbefe Accounts without any Com- 
■ment or Explanation, but that of its being £. 8;. 10 s. per Cent, paid by the Adventurers on 

£. 3,200,000. c 

The unfatisfadory State in which this Article has long remained, has created Doubts and Diffatis- 
fadion in fcveral Proprietors j fome imagining there has been a Deficiency of £. 12. lOJ. per Cent, in 
the Payment on their Stock, which may be fliil called for; and others, that no nrore than jT.Sj. 10s. 
per Cent, having been advanced by the Proprietors to Government, no greater Sum can be required 
back on Re«payment. 

The Ad of the 3d of George the Second recites particularly, “ That the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies are legally entitled to the princip.il Capital 
Stock of £. 3,200,000, and to the redeemable pund of £. 160,000 per Annum.” This was by 
the fame Ad, and by Agreement with the Company, reduced to £. 128,000 per Annum. 

This £. 3,200,000 is generally deemed the Capital Stock of the Company, although in Reality 
but a Standard by which the Quantity of the Stock, Handing in each Proprietor’s Name in the 
Company’s Books, had, on the Union of the Companies, been regulated. Tltere cannot be a Doubt 
of this £. 3,20^ ,000 having been advanced by the Company to Government, or that it wrll be repaid 
to the full whenever redeemed j but as your Committee can find no fatisfadory Account relative 
to the Article of £. 2,800,000, faid to have been paid by the Adventurers, they have omitted it 
entirely. 

It feems almoft impofiible at prefent to trace the feveral Sums that have been advanced by dif¬ 
ferent Adventurers who have engaged in this Trade, fince its Foundation under Queen Elizabeth in 
the Year 1602 » at which Time confiderablc Sums were certainly advanced by the Firft Adventurers. 
Eurthcr Stains muft have been advanced by the Company under King Charles tlie Second, in the 
Eftabliflamcnt of their Prefidcncy at Bombay, and in carrying on thtir Trade in other Parts of 
India. 

Confiderable Sums muH have alio been advanced by a Second Company, eHablifhed by King Wil¬ 
liam, for carrying on a leparate Trade to India. 

Since the Union of thofc Companies under Queen Anne, immenfc Sums have been expended 
in the EHaUilhnjrenc of their feveral Prefidencics and FaiHories in India, and in the Exteiifion of 
their .general Commerce. 

h appears from the Company’s Books, that many Millions have been expenc’t d in the Arquifi- 
tion of their territorial Pofleffions and Revenues in India, and alio in the Conflrudion of Fortiliea- 

10 
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tions necelTary for their Defence and Prefervation» further large Sunu have been alfo' laid out' in 
Warehoufes and Civil Buildings, at Home and Abroad, for the better carrying on the general Bufi. 
nefs of the Company. 

■Whatever remains of ihcfe at prefent, is certainly become the Property of the United Company i 
and this, with their General Stock in Trade, and the Debt due to them from Government, may 
be confidered as the real Capital Stock of the Company, fubjed to all their feveral Debts and 
Demands. 

On a general Statement of the Debts, Credits, and Efieds of the Company, whatever remains on 
the clear Balance may certainly be eftcemed the net Stock of the Proprietors j but this will re¬ 
quire a further Divifion, in order to come at its real Value. 

The Part generally deemed Quick Stock, which is Cafh, or what is readily convertible into Cafli, 
carries its real Value along with it. 

The Part which is generally deemed Doubtful and Dead Stock, confifts chiefly of Military Stores, 
Warehoufes, and Civil Buildings at Home and Abroad, and alfo Forts and Fortifications in India. 

The Military Stores, which have cod the Company a very confiderable Sum, are in fome Degree con¬ 
vertible into Cafh in the Way of Trade j but being abfolutely neceflary to the Safety of their Settle¬ 
ments, cannot properly be parted with. The Warehoufes and Civil Buildings are in a like Situation, 
and mud be preferved whild the Trade is continued. 

The Forts and Fortifications, which appear by tbe Company’s Accounts to have been ere£bed at an 
immenfe Expcnce, are abfolutely ncccfTary to the Safety and Prefervation of their feveral Settlements, 
and give a Permanence and Stability to their Property in India} and although tliey are not converti¬ 
ble into Cafh, they are an efTential Part of the Company's real Property, that mud always give a 
very confiderable additional Value to the Proprietors Stock at Market. 

The Balance of 6.384,319, which comes out from the Abdraft of all the feveral Accounts, in 
whatever Degree of Edimation it may be held, or whatever it may produce could it be realized, is 
what the Proprietors have, under the refpedtive Heads, to make up their Capital} and of this Sum 

2,165,534, including the Floating Adventures, is cffcAive. 

In taking a general and comprehenfive View of your very extenfive Concerns, and obferving how 
they are dilperfed and engaged, compared with former Periods, when Commerce was the principal 
Operation, and your circulating Property was chiefly confined to that ObjeA ^ it will be obvious, 
that the prefent Enquiry, upon the Receipt and Difburfement of fo many Millions Tearly, fhould not 
be confined to what your efledive Balance may be on the Whole, or what your Balance is in dormant 
and non-produ^live Property. The great Confideration that will naturally occur is, how far your 
Revenue, and all the Refources that can be obtained by Bonds and Bills, or otherwife, are equal at 
prefent to the current Expenccs of the Civil and Military Eftabliihments, and to the Provifion of 
fuch Cargoes for your Ships on their Return, as will enable you to provide for all Exigencies in 
England, Your Commictee would have gone fully into this Queftion, and brought it fairly before 
7 
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bill; hvwimi tfosy cuutptAYMdeacpvfrtsg thcU ihcyiougb 

tMc gt piyifeqt g(«itiy‘|«Ri«d. yone locomt, Md oonibq^ntJy, that yofir 

Dcbw, erpecialty thdfe in India, «r? i(>(r«ftriOKi r: i 
Your Committee think h necefiary .to remark here, that the Balance of eflfcfVive Property 
Abroad •fMgprhii out 1,057,56010 Favour of the Company, if the Q'oodi in the Waiphoufcs 
for Export at veH ys Import were not fet in Account againft the Bond Pebu Abrqad, thoilgh in 
Reality thty taiHiqt be applied to the Payment of it. For it Ihould always be remcmberedj that the 
Goods for ExpQVtadon are generally deiftined to load the Ships of the Seafon to England, and that 
to keep the lnve{l;i}ient going on, Advances niuft be made in the Courfe of every Year, equal to 
the A<fKMint of Merchandize fent away, otherwife there will foon be a Defeat in the Warehoufes at 
Home. For Enample \ if from the Goods in Bengal the Amount of One Crore was configned lad 
Year to England, a Crore of Rupees would be wanted from Time to Time for the Purchafe of 
otheraM replace than t and the like at other Prefidencies from whence Cargoes are expefted. And 
while your CoHlodtcee are on this Subject, it may not be foreign to mention, that they underftand 
there are at this Jue^ture 30 Ships in India which went out in the Year 1780 and 1781, befides 30 
gone and go'tnc PVC this Seafon. The Freight and Demorage of the Firft 30 Ships will not amount 
to lefs than a Million Sterling $ fo that unlefs the Cargoes are very cooliderable, and the Sales very 
advantageous, it is to be apprehended the Funds requilite for annual Payments will fall fhort. 

Your Committee have already obferved, that they could not afeertain to any late Period flnee the 
Operations of War, the Amount of the annual Income or the annual Oui^iags at the Three prin¬ 
cipal Prefidencies} but they were clear the Excefa was on the Side of the Outgoings; and whatever 
the whole Expenditure might have been in the Year 1780, an additional Expence will be incurred, 
from the 24th June laft, of Two Lacks of Current Rupees per Annum, tor every Regiment of 
1000 Men of His Majefty’s Troops in India. And from the 5th Day of July next, all the Expence 
of viflualling the Fleet and Hofpitals, as well as Stores, to be furnilhed by the Company Abroad in 
the firft Inftance, muft be fupphed by them % fo that with fuch a Fleet as is already in India, and 
lately gone thither, the Company will be obliged to fuftain an additional Yearly Expence of at leaft 
250,000 more, in the Midft of the moft expenfive and ruinous War they were ever engaged in, 
both againft Native and European Enemies. 

Before your Committee clofe this Report, they beg Leavi to fay a few Words on the SubjeA of the 
Reference made to them, and to alTure the Pruprietors that if they have exceeded the Limits of their 
Appointment, by giving Opinions inftead of adhering to Figures only, they did it folely from a 
Perfuafion, that their Report would be incomplete without foch Remarks t and that if thefe Remarks 
have carri^ them into Matters not wholly comprized under Debit and Credit, they were fo connected 
with Accounts is to be the very Source and Caufe of them. For, fituated as the Company now are, 
it is impoflible to difeufs the Subje^s of Trade and Expence without adverting to collateral Objefls, 


SfL. Com. Rep. IK. 
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on which the others materidly depend t becaufe the Comjpi^/^^'bd tUteelsfuf in War, exteh^ their 
PolTelfions, and controul the Politics and Princes of thr BiiVHvhile they uk poor in Revenue, dif- 
trefloi for Rcfources to defray Expeaces, and Baokri^^^iilTiXdo, 


Eaft India Houfo, 
the 5th June 1780. 


Robert Orme, 

Jo*. Call, 

P; Francis, • 
Nath*. Smith, 

J. F. Widmore, 
Jac‘. Wilkinfon, 
Step. Lulhington, 
W. Jones, 

L. Darell, Jun. 
W. Mills, Jun. 

K. Fitzgerald, 

H. Dodwell. 


appendix, 



A P P E N, D , I X, N" 22. 


SECOND Report of the Committee appointed by the General Court on the 8ih April 1782, to 
examine into the general State of the Debts, Credits,* and Etfefts, both in England and Abroad, 
and to. report the ume with all convenient Speed to a General Court of Proprietors. 

Swallow Packet having brought Accounts from Bengal'and Fort Saint George, to a later 
■* Period, and with fuller Explanation, than thofe which had been under the Confidcration of your 
Committee, when they made their Report of the 5th June, youf Committee have thought proper to 
conlider thefe later Accounts, and now report the Refult of their Examinations to the Proprietors. 


The Accounts brought by the Swallow, arc, 

lit. Quick Stock of Beneal, to the 3 ill of March, with Explanations of the Sums which com- 
pofe the different Heads and Articles, Your CommitFei, when preparing their former Report, had 
only an Abftraft in Columns of the Totals of this Quick Stock to form the Account (U) of 
tbeir former Report. 

ad. Quick Stock of Bengal, to the gilt of October 1781, .with full Explanations. 

3d. . Quick Stock of Fort Saint George, to the 28th of October 1781, with fuller Explanation 
than the Quick Stock of January ift 1781,-and accompanied by the lateft* Quick Stocks of Ma- 
fulipatam, Vmgapatam, Ingeram, Ganjam, and Cuddalore, all to the 30th of June 17811 of which 
the Balances are incorporated into the aforefaid General (^ick Stock of Fort Saint George. 

Your Committee Brd proceeded to difTedl; and Rate anew the Bengal Quick Stock, dated the 
3lit of March 1781, with the AlTiflance of the Explanations which have now accompanied it. 

This new Statement follows, and is diftinguilhcd by ahe Letter (K). 


BENGAL 



A P P E N D t X 


(K) 

BEifGAL ^ck Stock, dated ^ift March <781, mrtQtdta 


Current Ddts, 

Current Rupees. < 

Civil Depsrtment, 

Chiefly on Bonds at Intereft ^ ; «-• C‘R* 11 i,40t938 

On Account of Depofits — ^ — 9 > 96 ii 44 

On Account of Sir Eyre Coote's Commifllon 39*050 

French CommilTary — — *»747 

Old Debts _ . 6,265 

Current Rupees 

Military Department «- 

Marine ditto . 

3*36**97 

1,268 

** 5 »*a» 7 «» 



Merchiadize and Aivtmtts on that Account. 



Due in the Inveftment ISepattment m ^ ^ 

- 

*>83,923 



128,06,631 

Efiedive Btalanee of Quick Stock *m* :s L*. 

Cargoes fent froth Bengal to Fort St, George, not brought to Account 
at their Deftination mu. 

87*^«»357 

9 . 54**68 

97 .a 3>*»5 

Total ; 


C'R‘a 25,29,856 

Standing Debts. 



To the Military Fund, depofited by Lord Clive and Syf ul Dowlah, 
8,00,000 Sicca Rupees, equal to — — — . 

To contingent Fund for Officers Widows, and other fuch Purpofes, 
eftabliffied out of the firll accumulated Intereft on the Depofit for 
the Military Fund, previous to the Agreement between Lord 
Clive and the Company — — _ _ 

9,28,000 

2,22,720 

ii, 50 . 7 *« 



Balance in dormant Property •» 


95 * 79 . 8*0 

Total — 

— — 

CR*f07,30,6oo 



Cr* 

|Cuti«ntRupee». 


P .* K-ip;:U at KP a>. 


( K ) 


Siukt datid Mmh 17811 tmt&td tp tft 1; 


Oavtia Credits said Cefi, 


Titalure m the Mint 
Bills rpcdvablc 


BaUnoes of Ca 0 i in the Civih Revenue^ and Commercial Departments 64,19,670 


Cttftent Rupees. 

— «My 5 

— . — — i» 5 S* 50 O 


Merchandize and Advances en that Accpunt, 


Goods for Export to England ^ C R* 89181,920 

Goods imported from ditto 6,52,401 


Salt remaining unfold 6,596 

Advances for the Manufafture of Salt ^ 5,66,169 

Salt Committee Bonds outftanding on Account 
of Salt l<Md — —. —• 5,60,144 


90 > 35 * 3 a 2 


11^92,909 


Advances fot the InveRment ^ 33,02,204 

Debts of the Prefidency and Subordinates, not 
perfedly explained, but which are moft pro> 
bably due on the Inveftment, being under 
the Commercial Department ** 9,06,432 

42,08,696 


Due on Account of Sales at Calcutta and Subordinates, for Europe 
Goods fold — — — 5,55,482 


Cargoes per fevcral Ships for Fort St. George, not included in any Quick Stock — 


66,42.646 


>49,32,949 


*>5.74,988 

9,54,868 


Total efic^ve Property 


pR'22 5,29,8 56 


Crtddts mjiandingi 

Civil Departmtait, 

Loan to Major TolIey on Mortgage, of his Canal 
-Commiffioners of the Police —x 

Military Department, 

Loan to Mr. Stewart, account Powder Works 
■L,ate Military Paymaftcr General 


buhieus Credit, 

Due from the Nabob Afoph-uUDowlah - 
Stereit 

Civil and Military, in the fevcral StorehoufeS 
Stores fent to Fort St. George — 

Total dormant Property 


1,16,000 

52,200 


97.259 

61,445 


1,68,200 


>.58,704 


66,69,259 

6,56,001 


8 » 26 ,$o 4 

30.98,436 

73,25,260 

CR'107,30,600 


SbLCom. Rep. IX. 


Ff 
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The Firft Remark that will occur on comparing the former Account (D) with the prefent Ac¬ 
count (K) is, tlut the total Balances of elFcftiveand dormant Property in (K) exceed iWc in (D) 
by 16,10,869 Rupees, as thus, 

more in K 15,21,028 
more in K 89,839 

. V V < ■ -^ _ 

more in K 16,10,867 


EfFcftive Balance in D 
Dormant Balance in D 


82,02,197 

94,90,041 


Total Balances in D 176,92,238 


in K 97,23,225 
K 95,79,889 

in K 193,03,105 


In the Explanatioij.s received by the Swallow, of the Quick Stock-(D), your Committee found a 
feparate Meinoipndum'of Sums, being the Atrqunt of various Effects fliippetl from Bengal to Fort 
Saint George anil other Parts, from the 3itt of October 1780, the Date ot a prior Quick Stock, and 
(lie ill of April 17.84, tJieDate of the prefent Quick Stock (DJ or (K) at prefent under Confidcra- 
tion. 

The Whole of tlicfe Sums amount to Rupees 86,64,920 i a Part of wliich muft, from the Pate 
of their Difpatch from Bengal, have arnved Piorc Saint George bc&>re the Date of tlie C^ick 
Stock of that Settlement of the ift Jsmuary 1781 y which Quick Stock your Committee have ftated 
under Account (F.).Qf their former Rqiort; and confequcntly all the Sums fo arrived, were either 
confumtd, or, remaining on Hand, weie comprized in the CredK.<t of the faid Quick Stock (K) ;* 
but there are ot^er Sums, which, by tlie Date of their Difpatch from Bengal, coukl not have arrived 
at Fort Saint Qeorge, and have been landed there, before the Date of the faid Qmck Stock ^F,) •, 
confequcntly tlipfe Aflets were, at that Period, belonging to the Company as a Pfoperty, but no 
where accounted for as fuch; for Bengal had cleared itfelf of them, and Fort Saint George had 
not yet admitted tliem. Your Committee therefore thought it juft that they ftiould fomewhere be 
biought to the Company’s Credit, and no where more properly than in the Quick Stock of Bengal, 
where they had been purchafed or provided. The Sums have been feleifted according to the bell 
Judgment of your Committee, and arc inferted in-their Statement (JC) viz. under , 

Cargoes fent to Fort Saint George, and within the I.ine of efiTefllve Property — 9,54,868 

Stores fent to Fort Saint Geprge, witliin the Line of dormant Property — — 6,56,001 

Total Current Ropes 16,10,869* 


"Whlch^ allowing a Difference of Two Rupees, arifing in the other Parts of the Account fK) by not 
taking in fraiftional Parts, is the Amount 16,10,867 Rupees, the tor.il Diflciencc of the total Ba¬ 
lance between tiv: former Account (D), and the prefent Rc-ftatemcnt (Kj. 

All the Debits clFciflivc and dormant are the fame in both tlic Statements (D) and (K). 

. Tlie^lToftive predits in Statement (K) are cncreafed by a Tranfpofition from the Line of dormant 
Credits , _ — — — — 5,66,163 

And likcwifc by Cargoes font to Fort Saint George — 9,54,868 

'J he dormapt Credits are decrcafod by the above Tranfpofition — 5,66,163 

And cncieajfcd by the Addition of Stores fent to Fort St. George — 6 ,§6fOQt 

Total Increafe ■ •«». 89,838 

Increafe of '1 otpl Credits in Account (K) more than fo Account (D) of the former 

Report — Current Rupees 16,10,869 


.5 




A ip Pi"vE^ lH E^I3X? fl'Jiz. 

But under the Line of dormant Credits'ln tfifc Account (K), your Committee have removed the 
Debt of the Nabob Afof*ul>Dowlah from the Clau of outftanding Credits to the Clafs of dubious or 
doubtful CtediKi^qn fcceuot'of the,pitecarioIttlJStalip^VhiCh they confider the heavy annual De< 
mands on his Country muft continue, notwithftanding any temporary or cafual Refource. 

Your Committee, having re-ftated the Bengal Qui(dcSt0ck4ated 31ft of March 1781, proceeded to 
cxanlioe andiidilTaarijtdlofof Oftober 1781, and now lay before the Proprietors the State¬ 
ment which has rcfultcd therefrom in the Account (L). r ** 



A r r. s n n I X, ti-w. 

( L) 

B E NGJL ^iek 4^ OMtr lyfi, ecmffti «r jfi Jtij 178a. 

Df. 

CvatWttLapteu |oirceQtRi^)ecs. 

- CR* t793|.M4 


Current Deiti* 


Civil Department, 

Chi^y on Bonds at Interefl; 

On Account of Depofits — — 

On Account of Sir Eyre Coote*s Comtniffioa |Q*05* 

Buxejr and French CommifTary — — 9,810 

Old Debti — 4-. I ^ 6,165 

Military Department — 

Marine ditto ~ 


* 98 » 47»330 

— — 4 *> 5 iOi 8 

— 30,900 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 


Due in the Inveftment Department — 


Effirdlive Balance of Quick Stock, including C* R* 2,54,64a in Calh, 

C* K* 6,08,00) in export Goods, and C* R* 1,90,170 in import 
Goods, being Efieds taken from the Dutch, and appropriated to 
the Company — — —. — 56,80,883 

Debts which were due to the Dutch, now appn^ated to the 
Company — — ^ — *^i 5»»499 

Cargoes Tent from Bengal to Fort Sunt Geor^, the Eaftward, and 

Cmna, not yet brought to Account at their OeRinations ■— 12»34»X53 


Total — 


Standing Debts. 


To the Military Fund, depolited by Lonl Clive and Syf-uKDowlah, 
8,00,000 Sicca Rupees, equal to i>-> 

To Contingent Fund for Officers Widowi, and other fuch Purpofes, 
effablilhed out of the ffrR accumulacCd Intereft, on the Depoflt 
for the Military Fund, previous to the Agreement between Lord 
Clive and the Company —«* — 


— 9,a8,ooo 


—' 2,22,720 


Balance in dormant Property, including C* R* 97,634 Stores taken from the Dutch, 
and a|ipropriated to the Company, and C* R* 15,246 Stores on the Way to 
Saint Helena — 


Total ^ 


« 03 »®J .*48 


'.3S.*9t 


204,36,540 


84.66,535 


pR'289,03,o75 


* t.50,72O 


125^78,170 


-*R’i37,28,890 
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{ L ) 

B Eft G AL Stoek, dated 1781, terreSied to \fi Ju^ 1782. 

Current Credits and Ce^, 


Cr. 


Treafure in the Mint — 
Bills receivable 


Balances of Cafli in the General, Revenue, and Com¬ 
mercial Departments, including rfje Amount taken 
from the Dutch — 


C‘R‘ 34.346 

— 1 , 01 , 124 - 


Current Rupees. jCurrentRupce*. 


— 38.65,7*4- 


Remittances from the Provincial Chieffliips and Collcdorlhips on 
the Way to Calcutta, and from one Subordinate to another _ 

Mitebandize and Advances on that Account. 


40,101,184 

7.34.984 


47,36.1^8 


Goods for Export to England, including what taken 
from the Dutch — 119,78,543 

Cargoes for Europe per Rochford and Neptune, not 
included in the above, nor arrived in England — i 3 > 57>750 


Goods imported from Europe, including what taken 
from the Dutch — —. —. 


* 33 » 36 ,a 93 

7,00,186 


Salt remaining unfold — — — 

Due on Account Salt fold —> — 

Advances for the Manufadlure of Salt — 
Salt Committee Bonds outftanding on Account 
of Salt fold — — — 


11,90,950 

5,67,226 

1,46,450 

5,60,144 


Advances for the Inveftment — — 35,16,118 

Debts at thePrefidency and Subordinates, not per- 
fedlly explained, but which are moft probably 
due on the Inveftment, being under die Com¬ 
mercial Department — — 9,24,123 


Due on Account of Sales at Calcutta and Subordinates for Europe, 
Goods fold _ p. ^ 


140,36,479 


* 4 , 64>770 


44,40,241 

4,39.765 


213,81,255 


Debts outftanding, due to the Dutch at the Time of their Surrender — — 

Cargoes per feveral Ships for Fort Saint George, Eaftward, and China, not included 
in other Quick Stocks — — — —. — 


261,17,423 

15,51.499 

12,34.153 


Total 


C'R.a89,03,o75 


Credits outftanding. 

Civil Department, 

Loan to Major Tolley on Mortgage of his Canal 1,16,000 

Ditto to Mr. Page Kcblc, for building 2 Yachts 27,840 

Commiflloners of the Police — —• 75.40® 


Military Department, 

Loan to Mr. Stewart Account Powder Works 
Dubious Credit. 

Due from the Nabob Afoph-ul-Dowlah 
l.oan to the Bcrar Government — 


Stores. 

Including C* R' 97,634 taken from the Dutch Company — 
Naval Stores remaining on board the Ships Grofvenor and Chapman, 
not included in the above • — — — 

Stores lent to Saint Helena —- . — — 


G g 


2,19,240 

89.709 


64.35.278 

11,60,000 


57.91.673 

17.744 

15.246 


3.08,949 

75.95.278 


58,24,663 


C'R*i37,28,890 


Szi, Com. Rbp. IX. 


Total dormant Property 
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The feveral Articles of new Matter in the Statement (L) which merit Obfervation and require Re- 
mark, are as follow ; 

The Capture of the Dutch Fa£l:ories, made in July 1781, by the Prefidency of Calcutta, brought 
the following Additions to the Company’s Property, which have been brought to Credit in the Quick 
Stock made out in Bengal to the 3 ill of Odlober 1781, and have been preferved by your Committee 
in their Statement (L), viz. 

C'R* 2,54,642 
6,08,003 
1,90,170 

Caih and Goods 10,52,815 

Debts due to the Dutch, appropriated to our Company —. ——. *5»5>»499t 

Efiedlive Property 26,04,314 

Stores taken at Hugliley and its Subordinates, dormant Property —— 97*634 

Total taken from the Dutch C‘ R' 27,01,948 


Thefe Sums your Committee have incorporated, according to their different Definitions, into the 
Credits of their Statement (L\ 

The Supreme Council, in their Advices to the Court of Dircdlors, mention the Apprehenfions of 
Claims on this Property, which have induced them to keep it feparate, but this Difciiflion does not fall 
under the Confidcration of your Committee, who muft etteem the Whole of the Dutch Capture as fo 
much clear Gain to the Company, until they fee a legal Dccifion, which they do not apprehend, 
againft it. 

Your Committee found at the End of the Quick Stock to Oftober 31ft 1781, a Memorandum of 
fundiy Eff'cdls lent to St. Helena, Fort St. George, the Eaftward, and China, from the 31(1 March to 
the I ft November 1781. This Memorandum is limilar to that which accompanied the Quick Stock, 
March 31ft 1781, and already explained in the Remarks to the Statement (K); and your Com> 
mittec have treated it in the lame Manner, feleffmg what had not arrived at their Deftinacion, and 
bringing back fuch Amounts to the Credits of Bengal j they are, 

Cargoes of feveral Ships difpatched to Fort St. George after the 18th of Oftober 
1781, and which could not have been arrived there at the Date of the Fort St. 

George Quick Stock of the 2Sth of Odfober 1781, received by the Swallow, C* R* 5,15,044 

Opium, as your Committee is informed, fent to be fold to the Eaftward and China, 
and tlic Produce to be accounted for by your Agents in China, — 7*19*109 

12 * 34*153 

Storci to St. Helena, dilpatclicd 4thM.ay, and iSihand 24th Oflobcr 1781, which 

had not arrived there by the laft Advices from thence, —— — 15,246 

C'R’ 12,49,399 


Thefe 


In Cam taken at Hughlcy and its Subordinates 
In Export Goods, ditto ditto 

In Import Goods, ditto ditto 



APPENDIX, N- 2»., 

Theft Sums your Committee have appropriated, viz. C* R* 12,34,153, being the Confignments 
to Fort St. George, the Eaftward, and China, to efft&ive Credits; and C* R* 15,246, the Stores to St, 
Helena, are added to the general Articles of Stores under dormant Credits. 

The Sum of C* R* 24,64,770, which appeats a Credit in four Articles under the Head of Salt, 
arifts from a Change in the Management of that Commodity. The Advantages which the Company 
derived from it formerly arofe, from farming out the Lands where it is made, with Pertdifllon to 
manufafkurc it, and from Duties on the '1 ranfport and Sale } fo that all that was received fell in 
as a Branch of Revenue, and immediately became ready Money in one or other of the Revenue Boards 
of the Province : But fince the Year 1780, the Company have taken the whole Maniifaflure and Sale 
of Salt into their own Hands, which is the Reafon why Credits appear for Debts due on Account of , 
Salt fold i for Adv*anccs for the Mahufidlure of Salt and for Bonds outdanding for Salt fold, as well as * 
fophe Amount of a large Parcel of Salt remaining unfold ; Alf ihefe Articles may at all Times be 
deemed valid Credits, if the Salt remaining on Hand is rated below the probable Market-price, to 
anfwer the unavoidable Waftage of the Commodity. 

Your Committee think it neceffary to point out the particular Sums in the efFcflive Credits, which 
are either certainly, or probably appropriated to the Invcftment, or Provificn of Goods to be ftiit to 
England. T'hcy arc the following Articles : 

Goods for Export (abfolutely in the Warehoufe) including C‘ R' 6,08,003 

from the Dutch - - - C R* 119,78,543 

Cargoes for Europe not included in the above, nor arrived in England- »3>57,750 


35,i6,ti8 

9.24.123 

- 44.40,241 

Debts outftanding due to the Dutch at the Time of their Surrender, fire. &c. — 15,51,499 

C‘ R' 193,28,033 

Of this Sum mpre than Two-thirds, viz. C‘ R’ 133,36,293 were brought in on the 31ft of Oflober 
laft, and the Reniainder C R’ 59,91,740 was at that Tune Money employed for the Provifion of more 
Goods. 

Under the Head of dormant Credits, your Committee tiluft remark that the Debt of the Nabob 
Afoph ul-Dowlah, has increafed in 6" Months 33,56,842 Rupees. They h.ive likewife taken into 
Conlideration under what CircumiUnces the Loan to the Berar Government was made, and chink they 
arc Nullified 111 confidcring this a very dubtous Debt. ' ‘ " ' •' 

'I hc Stores ftnt to St, Helena, C' R’ 15,246, require no further Explanation than has been given 
for the Stores ftnii to Fort St. George, fpecifiedin the Account (K). 

The Debt in c|ie Civil Department amounts to C' K* 198,47,330 ; the greateft Part of this Sum is 
on Bond, and the rell always liable to claim. 

It appears to your Committee that the greateft Part of the Bond Debt in Bengal has accumulated 
during the late Hoftilities, according to the following Statement. 

agFel). J7S0. ji Oft. 1780. 3,Mirch, 1781. 310^.1781. 

Debt at intcreft C* R'2,45,241 43,14,472 111,40,938 179,83,864 

Your Commitijee leaving Bengal for the prefent, now lay before the Proprietors their Statement of 
the Quick Stock jfrom Fort St. George, dated the aSih ofOdtober, 17S1, under (M). 


Advances for the Invcftment'- — 

Debts at the Preftdency and Subordinates 
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( M ) 


FORT Stint Gttr^t ^ck 5 /w|, iStb OSoher 1781, correffed t 9 ift July 1782. 


Current Dehts^ 

|n the Civil Department, chiefly on Bonds at Intereft 
In the Milita^ Department 


Dr. 

Pagodas. Pagodas. 
12,77,221 
1,19,840 

—- i 3 i 97 iO^< 


Merehandizn and Advances en that Account. 
Due in the Inveftment Department r* 


3 W 


14,00,185 


Balance of cSeAive Property 


Balance of dormant Property 


8 > 75.349 

Pag* aa»75*534- 


Pag» 47,04,884 
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( M ) 

Port saint George ^itk Stod-^ %%tb Odober 1781, correded t» iji July 


Current Credits and Cajh. 

Balances in the fcveral Departments — 

Balances of Renters, fuppofed good, cxclufive 
to the Nabob — — 

Cafli in the Cheft — — 

at the fubordinate Fadfories — 

Treafurc in the Treafury — — 

in the Mint — — 

Rent due from the Nabob, Account the Jaghire Lands 
Rajah of Tanjore, for the Arrears of his Subfidy 


of the Jaghirc farmed 

— Fagodas 18,866 
—• 5 i .'37 

— 96,221 

— 1.87,285 


Pagodas. 

3 .* 5»395 

1,24,49» 


3.55.509 

5.39.830 

2,00,000 


Merchandize and Advances on that Aiccunt. 

Goods in the export Warehoufes at the Prefidency and Subordinates 3,65,567 
in the import Warehoules at ditto ditto 2,59,489 

Cargoes per feveral Ships arrived from England, 

not included in the above — — 25,292 

-2,84,781 

Balances due from Merchants, See. to whom Advances have been made 
for Invcftmenc at the Prefidency and Subordinates — — 79,961 

Total of cfFeftivc Property — 


Credits outjianding. 


Nabob of Arcot, on Account, for Tioops 
European Half mounting — 

Captors of I’ondichcrry — 


Pagodas 14,64,231 
-- 1.500 

— 1,667 


14.67,398 


Balances at the Out Settlements, viz. 


Due from the Renters of the Circars, and other Renters, m'm. 


Circars. 

Nagore and Karrical, Balances due 
from the Renters in February 1781, 
at which Time thofe Ditlriils were 
evacuated by the Company’s Troops — 
Cuddalore —- — — 

Mafulipatam — — 13,81,782 

Vizagapatam — — 3,61,899 

Ganjam — — 4,53,910 


Farms. 


47-798 
71.427 
2,39,442 
9.41 3 


Pagodas 21,77,591 3,68,080 

-25,45,671 

Due on fundry Accounts — — — 20,947 

—-25,66,618 


Stores. 

In the Civil and Military Storchoufes at the Prefidency and Subordinates 6,10,821 
Cargoes of feveral Ships arrived from England, not included in the above 60,047 


Total dormant Property 
Sel.Com. Rep. IX. H h 


782. 

Cr. 

Pagodu. 


i5.45.*25 


7*30,309 
Fag* 22.75.534 


40,34,016 

6,70,863 
Pag’ 47,04,884 
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According to the Remark of the Committee in their former Report on the Fort St. George Quick 
Stock, dated the ill of January, 1781, marked (E)* thQr find the Debt in the prefent Quick Stock 
(M) Oflober aSrh 1781, encrcafcd, viz. 

It flood in (E) Pag' 6,35,503. In (M) Pag* 14,00,1^5. encreafcPag* 7,66,682. 

Neverthelcis the Balance ot effedlive Property, in Favour of the Company, is encreafed from 
Pag’ 5 > 23.592 Pag* 8,75.349-. encreafc Pag* 3,5 1 . 757 * 

But on the Credit Side the Debts due to the Company, (landing under the Line of effedlivc Property, 
anti arifing from Rents of their Lands and the Tanjore Subfidy, are encreafed in the prefent Account 
(M; to the 28th of Oftober 1781, according to the following Statements : 

^Balances of Renters, fuppofed good, excludve of thejaghire farmed by the Nabob, 

amount to —— - Pag* 1,24,491 

Rent due from the Nabob on Account of thp Jaghire Lands — —— 5.39.830 

Rajah of Tanjore owes for the Arrears of his Sulifidy —— —2,00,000 


Jn the Statement (E) of the Quick Stock of Fort St. George to the ift of January 
1781, the Balances due from the Renters fuppoied good, and including what then 
due from the Nabob for the Jaghire Lands, excluHve of any Thing due on the 
Tanjore Subfidy, which then owed nothing, amoimted to — - 


Pag* 8,64,321 


2,80,005 


Encreafe of Debt due to the Company from Rents and Tanjore Subfidy. — Pag* 5,84,316 

“Which is more th.'in the Encreafe of the Balance of the efFeftive Property between the two Quick 
Stocks} that dated January tft 1781 (E) and that of Oflobcr 28th 1781 (M). 

Under the Line of dormant Property, the Debt due from the Nabob of Arcot for Troops is iocreaied 
from Pagodas 8,83,396 to Pagodas 14,64,231 ; encreafe Pagodas 5,80,835. 

The Balances of Quick Stocks at the Subordinates under Fort St. George, which your Committee 
gave in the Account (E) of their former Report, were unaccompanied with any Particulars, and only 
edimated by the Prendency, and your Committee put the Whole to Revenue Debts at thofe Settle* 
ments, and therefore under the Line of dormant Property j the Total was Pagodas 31,83,000 

In the prefent Account (M), the Total of the Balances of thole Quick Stocks amount to 31,30,494 


The Dccreafe is Pagodas 52,506 


From the Particulars of the Quick Stocks ofthe refpedlive Subordinates to the 30th of June, 1781, 

? our Committee were enabled to leledl what belonged toeffcAive Property, fuch as Calli, Balances of 
)eparcments. Merchandizes, Goods, Advances, and good Debts, which they have accordingly and 
refpcftivcly incorporated within the Line of effeftive Property. They likcwife found Debts not belong¬ 
ing to Revenues but not of certain Dlfcharge, amounting to Pagodas 20,947, which they have placed 10 
addition to the Debts a6lually due at the Subordinates on Account of the Circars and Farms. The 
following Statement will (hew what on the Balance of each Subordinate belongs to cfFcflive Property 
and what to dormant Property, under Circars and Farms, Stores and fundry Debts. 


Nagone 
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EfFefUve 

Property. 

Pagodas 

Circari and 
Farms. 

Pagodas 

Store*. 

Pagodas 

Sundry 

Debt*. 

Pagodas 

Total 

Balance*. 

Pagodas 

Cuddalore —— 

— 

12,629 

47 * 79 ® 

7**427 

3.439 


47.798 

87.495 

Mafulipatam - 

—— 

3.07.349 

16,21,224 

44.540 

3.4*8 

*9.76,541 

Ingeram —— 

—— 

75.708 


*>399 

649 

77.756 

Vizagapatam —— 

— 

5 '. 23 * 

3 * 7 *. 3 '* 

29.503 

4,115 

4.56,16* 

Ganjam 

■ 

25,442 

4 , 33*9 «o 

12.636 

**. 755 - 

4.84,743 


Pagodas 

4 . 7**359 

25*45.671 

9 *. 5*7 

*0,947 

3 *.30,494 





EfFeftive Property 
Dormant Property 

4 , 7**359 

26 , 58,*35 


Pagodas 31,30,494 


If limilar Explanations of the Subordinates Quick Stocks had accompanied the Fort Saint George 
Quick Stock (E) of the former Report, the fame DiflcAions would have been made, and the effedlive 
Property of the faid Quick Stock would probably have been encrealed about Five Lacks of Pagodas, 
and the dormant Property would have been diminilhed in the lame Proportion. 

No ocher Parcs of the Fore Saint George Quick Smek, aisth of Ofiober, 1781, require Explana¬ 
tion. 

After your Committee had proceeded thus far in differing the Materials of the prefent Report, there 
arrived Advices from China with an Eftimateof the Company’s Pioperty there to the 7th of January 
1782 i which amounts to Talcs 1,543,401, liable to Bills on England drawn for Pounds Sterling 
347,216, of which the Advices came at the fame Time as the Eftimate. The China Eftimate which 
Tour Committee laid before the Proprietors in their former Report, amounted only to Tales 551,368} 
but by the prefent Edimate from China, it ought to have been Tales 579,398, which Balance is ex¬ 
ceeded in the prefent Eftimate by an Encreafe of Tales 964,003, and tins Encrcafc is accounted for 
as follows: 

Balance brought from laft Seafon —— —— —— Talcs 579,39* 

Received for Bills and Certificates on England —Talcs 909,043! 

Cotton from Bombay, and Red Wood from Madras — 45*793 >• 964*003 

Amount of Teas returned from England —— —— 9**67] 

Tales X, 543*40 1 


The Difference between the latter and the former Quick Stocks of Bengal (K) and (L), as well as 
of the former China Eftimate and that lately arrived, together with Alterations in the Account of Eng¬ 
land which hare happened fincc the ift of May, induced your Committee to caufc another Eftimate 
of the General State *, alfo a State of the Company’s Debts, Credits, and EfFedts in England, to be 
made out by the Accountant unto the ift of July, and on thefe Eftimates to form a General Ab- 
ftradt, fimilar to that marked (I) of their former R^ort. Thclc three Accounts arc now laid before 
the Proprietors, viz. The Accountant’s General Eftimate under (N), the State in England under (O), 
and the Commkcee’s Abftradf under (P). 
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{ N ) 


E ST I MAT E tf the General State ef the Eaft India Cmpot^*s Dehts^ Credits^ and EffeSs^ hath in 
- England and Abroad^ en the Firft Day of July 1783. 


To what owing from the Company to the Annuitant! 
To Bonds liiandin^ out bearing Intereft — 

To ditto not bearing Intereft — 


_C from India 73 ^* 5731 

^from China — 726,6415 


To Bills of Exchange unpaid — 

To Cuftoms on Goods fold and unfold 
To the Exchequer, for the laft Payment to Government, per Agreement, for a 
Continuation of the Company’s Right to an exclulive Trade, &c. — — 

To Freight and Demorage — — — — 

To Supra Cargoes Commiflion on Goods fold and unfold — — 

To the Proprietors of Private 'IVade —. — — — 

To Alms Houfes at Poplar —- — — — — 

To Intereft on Military tund more than has been applied to the Purpofes of the 

To ditto on Contingent ditto - - ditto — — — 

To Warrants paffed the Court, unpaid — — — 

To what owing in the Department of the Committee of Shipping ‘ — —' 

To ditto - - Committe eof Buying — — 

To Intereft on Annuities — —. — — — 

To ditto on Bonds — — — — — — 

To Dividends on Stock unpaid, including the Midfummer Dividend — 

To what paid by the Adventurers, being f.iy. 10 e. per Cent, on 3,200,000 
To Balance againft laft Quick Stock from Bombay, the Debt due from Ragobah 


being dedu^fed from the Credit of the fame 


To Balance 


Or. 

£. 2,992,440 
1 , 497*000 
**.»54 
>*463,214 
*,318,650 

100,000 

424,000 

68,200 

29,900 

6 , 4*5 

59*05* 

11,405 

25,800 

195,290 

54*425 

34,472 

38,603 

165,729 

2,800,000 

109,794 


£, 11,406,552 
4,000,715 


£. 15,407,267 



A P t> fi M C 1 X, M* M. 

■ ( N ) 

E of the General State of the Eafi India Cempanfs i^ebts. Credits^ and iffelis, both in 
England and Abtoady on the Virfi Dajt of Jufy 178a. 

Cr. 

By what due from Gomnment to the Company — -*• iC* 4,2613,000 

By Calh, its Balance, on Firtt July 1782 —*• — — 164,454 

By the Company's feparatc Fund _ “ {iS to^da 

By the Amount of Goods fold, not paid for (Difeount dedudted) — ~ 454,830 

By the Value ot Goods in England uniold (ditto) — ■— 2,558,854 

By what owin/ from the Honourable Board of Ordnance for Saltpetre delivered — 270,685 

By Balance ol Quick Stock at Bengal, as per Account received per Swallow, 
dbted the 29th December 1781 — — C* R* 195,70,53a 

Dedudl; what paid into the Treafury by Lord 
Clive, for the Purpofe of conflituting a Mi¬ 
litary Fund — — C‘ R* 5,80,000 

Ditto what given by Syf-ul-Dowlah, in Addi¬ 
tion, for the above Purpofe — — 3,48,000 


C* R* 9,28,000 

Intereft on the above Sum, from 29th Sep¬ 
tember 1766 to 29th September 1769, 
which forms the Capital of the Contin¬ 
gent Fund, the Iniered of which is appli¬ 
cable to the Charges of conducing the 
above Military Fund — — 2,22,720 

-11,50,720 

184,19,812 

Add Cargoes of feveral Ships for Fort St. George, 

St. Helena, Eaftward.and China - C*. R* 12,49,399 
Naval Stores remaining on board theGrof- 
venor and Chapman, not included in 
the above Quick Stock — — 17>744 

Cargoes for Europe, per Rochford and 
Neptune, not included in the above 
Quick Stock, nor arrived in England — 13,57,750 

————- 26,24,893 

CR’ 210,44,705 at2J. 3d. 2,367,529 


By Balance of Qjiick Stock at Fort Saint George, as per Ac¬ 
count received per Swal'ow, dated 28th Oftober 1781 - Pag* 54,94,894 
Add Cargoes ot the Ships Fortitude, Valentine, Queen, 
and Southampeon, arrived from England, but not in¬ 
cluded in the above Quick Stock — — ' 85,339 

Pagodas 55,80,233 at 8 s. 2,232,093 

By Balance of Quick Stock at Bencoolcn, dated 30th July 

1781 — — Spanifh Dollars 223,832 at 5J. 

By ditto from laft Books at St. Helena, ending 30th September 1780 — — 

By Eftimatc of Quick Stock from China (received per Swede Ship) dated 7th Ja 
nuary 1782 — — — Tales 1,543,401 at 71.3d 

By Cargoes of Ships fent out in Scafon 1780 — — — 

By ditto fent out in Seafon 1781 — —• — — 

By Silver paid for remaining in the Treafury in England — 

By imprefs paid Owners of Ships not arrived in England — — 

By the Value of the Eaft India Houfe and Warchoufes (as eftimated by the Com¬ 
pany’s Surveyor) — — — — — 

By the Value of Ships, Sloops, and Veflels (excluGve of thofc ttationed Abroad) — 

By what the Company paid for their Dead Stock in India — — 

By the Expences defrayed for the Subfiftence of French Prifoners in India, and in¬ 
cident Charges (as per General Account delivered) — — — 

By wliat remains due lor Expences incurred in Expedition to Manilla (as per Ac¬ 
count delivered) — — — — — 

By Hofpital Expences for His Majcfty’i Troops at Fort Saint George, Bengal, and 
Bombay, as per ditto — — — — — 

I *5.407.267 


55.958 

21,338 

559.483 

313.548 

640,767 

238 

253,616 

51,060 

400,000 

260,687 

*39.877 

21,447 
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(O) 


STJS'E of the Eaji India Cempanfs Debts, Credits, and Efeffs in England, on the 
July 1782. 


Standing Debts., 

j 

Owing to Annuitants — — 

Owing on Bonds, bearing f. 4 per Cent. Intereft 
Owing on Military and Contingent Funds — 


— I- 2,992>4-+o 
1,497,000 
— 70,456 


Current Debts. 

Bonds outftanding, not bearing Intereft — — C t 2 »* 5 + 

Bills of Exchange, from — — ^[china III'mi} 

To Exchequer, for Prolongation, laft Payment — — — 100,000 

To Alms Houfes at Poplar — — — — 6,425 

To Warrants paffed the Court, unpaid — — — 25,800 

To unpaid „„ - - ^ 3 . 0,5 

To Dividends on Stock unpaid — —. — — 165,729 


Merchandize and Advofices on that Account. 

To Cuftoms on Goods, fold and unfold -*• •— 

To Freight and Demorage of Ships — — 

To Supra Cargoes Comniiflion — •— 

To Proprietors of Private Trade — 

To Debts in the Department of Shipping — — 

To ditto ditto Buying — — 


- C 


1,318,650 

424,000 

68,200 

29,900 

195,290 

54.425 


Total active Debts in England 


'Particulars of the above Bilis of Exchange. 

Due and payable to the ift March 1783 — 420,060 

Ditto ditto the ift July 1784 — — — 389.533 


Old Bills and Certificates paft due 
Sundry Bills and Certificates advifed, not accepted 
Old Bills and Certificates advifed, not prefented 
Certificates prefented, not advifed j — 


£. 30,100 
258,220 

25.895 

2,190 


Bills and Certificates from China, in Seafon 2781, as perEftimate of 
Stock, dated 7th January 1782 ' — 


ifi Day of 

Dr. 


4.559.89^ 


2.846,397 


2,090,465 

C 8.496.758 


iC-809.59 J 

306,405 
£• 2.215,998 

347 .® »6 

£• 1,463,214 


Total as above 






appendix. N*22< 


(O) 

STATE of the Eaft India Compa>^*s Debts^ Credits^ and Effects in England^ on the ijt Day of 
July ,78*. 


Standing Credits. 

By Loan to Gomninent. at 3 per Centii — 

Current Credits and Cajh. 

By Board of Ordnance for Salt Petre — 

By Calh in the Treafury — — 

By Bullion in Ditto — — - 


- C 270*685 

— i 64»+54 

238 




By feparate Fund •- 


_ _ Jj" ““"'y 94.5361 ,86,036 

\in Bonds 191,500! ^ 


Merchandize and Advances on that Account. 

By Goods fold, not paid for (Difeount deduced) —- 

By eftimated Value of Goods in Warchoufes — — 


— 454.830 

— a.558.854 


Total effe^live Credits in England 
Eifedtive Credits in England deficient 


Doubtful Credits. 

By Hofpital Expences for His Majefty’s Troops at Madras, Bengal, 
and Bombay, as per Account — — — ^.21,447 

By Expedition to Manilha, as per Account delivered — •— 1391877 

By Subfiftence of French Prifoners in India, as per Ditto — — 260,687 


Dead Stock, 

By Eaft India Houfe and Warehoufes, as by Surveyor’s Valuation — f. 253,616 
By Ships. Sloops, and Veflels ■— — — — 51,060 


f. 4,200,000 


7 »i, 4 i 3 


3,013,684 

£• 7*935.097 

561,661 


C 8,496,758 


jC- 422,011 


304,676 


£. 726,687 


Total of Doubtful Credits and Dead Stock 
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( P ) 


ABSf RACT of General State of the Eajl India Company's Debts, Credits, and EffeRs, h 
Home and Abroad, the ifi Jufy 1782. 

Df. 


Standing Debts. , ! 

Owing on Bond tnd Annuitiei — 

Owing to Military and Contingent Pond* — -J 

Debts in 
England. 

Debts 

Abroad. 

Total 

£. Sterling. 
4,489,440 ] 
70.456 J 

£, Sterling. 

£. Sterling. 
4*5594896 

Current Debts. 




Bonds, Bills, Dividends, Ac, owing in England — — 

In Bengal •— — Current Rupees, at as. 3/, — 203,03,248 

Fort St. George — St.ir Pagodas, 8 s. 13,97,061 

Bombay — — Bombay Rupee*, at. ti. —■ 95,77.418 

. Bencoolen — *— Spanilh Doilari, j s. — 329,046 

*.*46.397 

2,284.115 
558.824 1 

*.«97.*77 1 
82,262 J 

5.968.775 

Merchandize and Advances. 

1 



Culloms, Freight, Comtniflion, &c. in England — 

In Bengal, Balances doe to Merchants, Current Ru|.ees, at 2s. 1,33.292 

Fort St. George, ditto — Star Pagodas, at 8/. 3.>24 

2,090,465 

>4.995 1 
1,249 J 

2,106,709 

Total aAive Debts —• — — 

Balance of effeAive Property Abroad — — — 

Balance of cffsAiva Property in England and Abroad -- 

8,496.758 

4.138,622 

1,603,699 

12,635,380 

1,042,038 

Total - - C, 

' 8,496,758 

5.742.3*« 

13,677,418 

Floating Adventures outwards. 



■n 

To Balance — — 

_ - 

- - 


Debts eutftanding. 



■ 

Bengal Military Fond — 9,28,000 — — T 

Contingent ditto — 2,22,700 — — ( 

11,50,700 Current Rufces, at 2s. 3d J 

- - 

> *9.456 

H 

Balance dubious Credit', in England — — — 

Balance of outdanding Credits and Stores Abroad *— 

Balance of dubious Credits, oiitllanding Credits, and Stores in Eng¬ 
land and Abroad — — _ __ 

422,011 

129,456 

3,522,907 

129.456 

3.944.9>« 

Total — — ^ 

422,011 

3.652.363 

4.«74.’74’ 

Dead Sleek. 




ToBalanceof Deadstock in England — — — 

'Jo Balance of Dead btock Abroad — _ 

j 

304,676 

400,000 } 

704,676 

^ Total — ’ — C- 

304.676 

400,000 

704.676 


Recapitulation of the Totals. 


T 0 Banding Debts — — — 

Current Debts — — 

Merchandize and Advances ~ —* 

Debts outJlanding — — ' 

— — £• 4.559.896 

*- — 5.968.775 

—• — 2,106,709 

— *29.456 


12,764 836 
To Balance — 6,800,714 


Toul £> 19.S65.550 
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(py 


ABSTRACT ef Qtntral State of the Eajl India Companfs Debts, Credits, and EffOlSy.hath at 
Home and Abroad, the July 178*. 




Credits and 
EiFeAs in 
England. 

Credits and 
Elleas 
Abroad, 

Totd. 

Standing Crests. 

By Loan to iGoiremment _ _ . 

Current Credits and Cajb. 

By Government, Treafuiy, and feptoete Fun 4 ip England — — 

ByBedgal — *— CurrentRupeeSf at a*. 3 — 47,36,168 

Fort St. George —• Star Pagoda*, 8*. 15,45,223 

Bombay — — SoftimyRuoeet hi. 6/. — 63,20,637 

Bencoolen ~ ^ Spanilh Dollar* 5 *4S>897 

Bhrehcmdize and Advances. 

By Goods in Warehonfes in Baglanjl _ _ _ 

Bengd. — — Current flupeet, at 2/. 3 d: —241,66^907 

Fort at. George — Star Pagodas, 9 s. — 7,30,309 

Bombay — — Bombay Rupee*, %i.6J. — 11,95,496 

Bencoolen — — ^anifli Dollars, 5*. — 80,149 

Chinn — — Talea, 7-* , 7 '* 3 *^» »»J43»4hi 

£. Sterling. 
4,200,000 

3,013,684 

'£. Sterling. 

532,819! 
618,090 V 
700,080 1 
6 «. 474 J 

a,7i9,777 1 
292,124! 
> 49.437 f 
20,037 1 

559.483 J 

f. Sterling. 
4 , 200,000 

• 4 i 723 iB 74 

6.753.54* 

Total aRive Property in England and Abroad — — 
Balance ofeffe£lire Property againft England -r — 

7.935.097 

561.661 

5 . 74 *. 3 *« 

« 3 . 677 . 4 ‘? 

, Total — , 

• r - if. 

8.496.758 

5 . 74 *. 3 *« 

13*677,418 

Floating Adventures outwards. 

By Cargoes of Ships in 1780 and 1781, and Imprefs — 

- £. 

■ 


1,109,082 

C^tdits eutftanding. 

By Bengal — — Current Rupees, at 21. 3d. 

Fort St. Georg* .Star Pagoda* 8 s. 

3,08,949 

4 «» 34 »o »6 

i‘. 


1.648,363 

Doubtful Credits. 

By Subfiftcnce of French Prifoner*, Hofpital, and Manilha 
Bengal — — Current Rupee*, at 2/. 3d. 

7 S. 9 S .*78 

422,011 

«SM <>9 } 

1,276,480 

Stores. 





By Bengal — — Current Rupees, at a *. 3 d. — 

Fort St. George — Star Pagodas, S /. — 

Bombay — — Bombay Rupees, 2 /. 6 d. — 

Bencoolen — — Spanifli Dollars 5 /. — 

St. Helena — 

58,24,663 

6,70,868 

11,82,932 

226,822 

1 1 1 1 1 

Mill 

655.275") 
268.347 1 
147,866 ^ 

56.705 1 
*i. 338 J 

>.149.531 

Total of Stores, ontllanding and doubtful Credia 

- £’ 

422,011 

3 . 6 s ».363 

4.074.574 

Dead Stock. 

By Warehoufes, Sloops, and VriTel* in England — — 

By the feveral Prelidcncies in India, according to Lord Codolphin’* Award 
in 170* — — — 

304,676 

400,000 ^ 

704,676 

Total dubious and dormant Property 

- £• 

304,676 

400,000 

704,676 


Recapitulation of the Totals. 


B/ Handing Credict — 
Current Credit* and Ca(h 
Merchandize and Advance* 
Floating Adventure* outWard* 
Credits outftanding — 

Doubtful Credit* >- 

Stores — — 

Dead Stock — 


C - 4,200,000 

*,7*3.876 

6 , 7 S 3 .S 4 * 

1.109,08a 

1,648.363 

1,276.480 

1 .I 49 -S 3 ' 

704,676 


Toial / r . 19.565,550 


K k 


Se!,. Com. Kep. JX. 




A ? f E N. D_ I. X,,; 1^. 

In th« Accountant’s Edimatc, the China Tale is rattd at js. ^d. becaofeyour Agents in China 
have drawn at a Raw of Exchange equal to ys. jd, and js. id. is taken as a Medium between that 
Price and 6 i. id. at which the Talc was formerly valued. Your Committee have adopted the fame 
Valuation in their prefent Abftradt. 

idj this AhftraA, the Balance of effcAive Property^ both at Home and Abroad. 

amounts to~ — —‘ jjf. i,04a,038 

In thi former Abdrad (I) it amounted to ^ »»Jt3*479 

Decreafe 

But the rioatih^ Cargoes, which mtid always be efteemed equivalent to eiledive 
property, isincreswrdfroin if,85ai>055 toi^. l.|09tD8a —» tnore iC-*57»9*7 i 


So that tile real Decreafe in effedive Fropeny between the Two Abftrids, is Miy , 14,414 viz. 

Ededive, May ift lySx — 1 > 3 I 3>479 July tft 1781 — iC>i»e4a,038 

Floating Qar^, dittq 85**055 ditto itiop.oSa 


i£.*.i6i*534 jC.i.iSMlO 

r. .. 14^14 


In the Rebapitulkfion vihich is aoneked to the Ablirad the total Balance is in* 
CK«(ed« via;. 

In the Ab(lr|ft (I) ift Miy 1782, of the former Report it Rood 

In the AbftreJa (p) tft July 1782, of ihii Report ll ftanda ^ 


Increafe 


6,384,3*9 

6,800,714 

C 416,395 


The Whole Of this IncreaTe Is Id dormant Property, 


Eaft India Houfe, 
the fth AogoR t7li*« 


Robert Orme, 

Nath‘ Smith, 
ii. Darelhjun* 

g in Froft Widmore, 
^ Wilkinfon, 
p. Lulbingtoq. 


supplement. 



A F r B N 0 I X, 


SUPPLEMENT. 


. . - •. ^ -r t had been fttfiaed, four Committee lode intoConfiderationaAlbie- 
of Bengal, dated the 31ft of December 1781»teceived by the Nancy Paelu^ 
Monthl later than the preceding Qui^ Stock already adjufted in the Report. Your 
Cortnahtee have analysed chU rubieq^ueQt Quick Swek, and finding in It no near Articlea think it nt- 
ceflkfy only to report the general Refult. 


TMtwlBilanoi of 31ft December 1781 *. C*R*2ait84,94fi 

Add ^fgocs per Rochford, Neptune, Refolutton, and Dartmouth 14187,530 

Cai^s c^figned to Port Saint George and Saint Helena* 
w which we have not yet had an Account of tlieir Arrivdi a5,a 1,779 

Naval Stores netnalniflg on Board the Chapman 47 


C ft* a<i,94,^04 


The total Balance of aifiOftober 1781 — — — C»R» 195,70.532 

Add Cargoes per Rochfbrd and Nepfune — I3*57»750 

Cargoes configned to Fore Saint George and Saint Helena, iSi49t399 
Naval Stores remaining on Board Chapman and Grofvenor > 7*744 

d‘R'221,95,42| 

Increafe in the total Balance C R* 39.98,879 

Of which the Increafe in the effeaive Balance is — — C* R» 19,97,109 

ihe Increafe Of the dormant Balance is ~ 20,01,770 

——C' R* 39,98,879 


rbt 





the D^erenu ef fjfe&ive Balawt eirifes aefoliows i 

jiftOaoben^Si. 3iftDccembeir»78 

Treafure, Cadi, and Bills rec^veable iA tbr differentTr^afurtct "*€• k* 47,36,168 54 ti 3>^3 

Export Goods — — “ . — * 19,78 ,543 i 3 «>. 75»39 

Cargoes for Europe, not included in the above, porarrived in ^^ 

iSigland J. ‘ ^ +»^« 7»53 

ImporcGoods — — *-*•"' ^ 7,ooti»lJ ^ ; 0.76.14 

SalfAcaiunt — — — - ^ ■; , 24 . 64 » 77 <^ »?>W 3 

Adrancca for the inveftment —*• • — .’T*/* ’ 44 » 40 »* 4 t 38 ilOt 5 i 

Due Account Sales _ — — -'jU" 4 * 39 * 7^5 2,28,21 

Debts due to the Dutch — •— | — — ' 2 ^ 5**499 '* ■f 7 » 34 »*? 

Cargoes to Fort Saint George, &c. • “ ***1., *i» 34 »t 5 i 3 18,50,15 

- •’» ■ ■ ' , 289,03,075 305 » 89 . 7 « 

Dcdiift Debts due by the Company — ^ ^20^^6,540 a oi,a6.o( 

Balance of effcftive kroperty — — — 84,66,535 104,63,6^ 

Ditto increafed on 31ft DccembeM78i — ■ . i^, 97**°9 

C’ R* 104,63,644 


I ft December 1781, 

54,13.834 

130,75.397 

‘ +'l ^«>»530 

; 6,76.144 
»W *735 
38,30,550 
2,28,217 
' • f 7 . 34.**7 

18,50,153 

305,89,707 

201,26,063 


• Per Rochford ind Nc|ituac. ,, ■ 

t Per Rochford, NcptiA'c, Rolblution, tod E«rl of Dortmouib. 


the Difference in dormant Balance as folhii/s. 

31ftOAober 1781. 3iftDeceml>efi78i. 

Credits outflanding — — — —. C' R* 3,08,949 3,06,949 

^Due from Nabob Afoph ul Dowlah — — — 64,35,278 77,68,413 

Loan to Berar Government — — — 11,60,000 11,60,000 

Stores 58,24,663 64,95,298 


Dedu6l Military and Contingent Funds 


137,28,890 
— — 11,50,720 

157.30,660 

11.50.7*0 

Balance in dormant Property — 

Ditto increafed on 31R December 1781 

— 

— — 125,78*170 

— — . 20,01,770 

145.79.940 



C‘R'145,79,940 


Increafe O R' 7,99,570 in 

Articles for Invejlnunt as follows. 


Goods for Export — —. 

Cargoes for Europe ■— —> 

Advances for Invedment — 

Debts due to the Dutch •— 

— 

jiftOAober 1781. 

— — C*R* 119,78,543 

— — 13*57.750 

— — 44.40,241 

— — 15.51.499 

}iftDecemberi78i. 

130.75.397 

14.87,530 

38,30.550 

17.34.127 

Increafe — 

- 

C* R* 193,28,033 

— — 7.99.570 

201,27,603 

FdO Inri;. I4n..r» i 


C* R* 201,27,603 

... 


ihc 7th Auguft 1782, Robert Orme, 

Nath' Smith, 

L. Darell, jun. 

John Froft Widmorc, 
Jac" Wilkinfon, 

Step. Lufhington. 
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APPENDIX. N* 23; A. 43. B. 


APPENDIX, 23. A. 


EXTRACT of Fort Saint George General Confultations, ift June 1782. 

£ AD the following Letter from the Governor General^nd Council. 

To the Right Honourable Lord Macartney^ Prefident and Council at Fort Saint George. 

My Lord, and Gentlemen, 

In our Letter of the 15th ultimo, vtt informed you we Ihould tcferve 200 Shares of a Subfcription 
which we had then opened^ for the Provifion of an Inveftment for the enfuing Year, to be tilled up 
by the Gentlemen at your Prelidency. We have fince found it necelTary to make a confidcrable 
Alteration in the propofed Plan: Indead of allowing the SubfCribers to retain an Intercft in the 
Goods, they are to be provided entirety on Account of the Company, and tranfported at their 
Rifle i and the Subfetibers, indead of receiving Certificates payable out of the Produce of tl.e Sales 
in England, are to be granted Receipts on the Payment of their Advances, bearing an Intercil of 
8 per Cent, per Annum, until exchanged for Drafts on the Court of DircAors, payable 365 Days 
after Sight, at the Rate of 2 Shillings per Current Rupee» which Drafts fhall be granted in the Pro¬ 
portion of 3-8ths of the Amount of the fubfcribed on the 31ft December next, and the remaining 
5-8ths on the jid December 1783. 

If any Sums have been paid into your Treafury upon the former Plan, we lhall admit your 
Receipts for the fame, to entitle the Holders to their refpcdlivc Number of Shares upon the pre- 
fent Footing { but if no fuch Payments lhall have been received before the Arrival ot this Letter, 
we requed that you will not receive any 1 and if there have* that you will defid from accepting 
any more that may be tendered. 

We arc. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, 

Fort William* Your mod humble Servants* 

loth May, 1782k Warren Hadings, 

Edw' Wheler, 

John Mac Pherfon. 

Ordered, That the Alteration which the Governor Ifecneral and Council have thought proper to 
make in the Terms of a Subfcription opened for the Provifion of an Invedment, be immediately 
publiOied. 


APPENDIX, N“ 23. B. 


Extract of Eengal public Confultatlons the fiih May 178a, relative to the failing of 
the Valentine. 

Read a Letter as follows from Captain Lewis : 

Sir, 

You will pleale to inform the Honourable the Governor General and Members of the Supreme 
Council* that the Ship Valentine under my Command, got fafe out this Morning* with the Lois 
of Two Anchors and Cables * we were ilipplied with one by Page Keble* Efq* The Ahehor I have 
paid for t the Cable appears to me and my Officers to be dry, rotten, and very unfit for the Scr- 
vice, which my Owners mull account for with the Honourable Company, for bur Pilot Sloop was 
obliged to put back in Diftrefs. 

1 am, 

Ship Valentine, Sir, 5 cc. 

id May 17824 (Signed 1 John Lewis. 


SsL. Com. Rep. !X. 
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Freight and Demorage — . — — — 6,713 


appendix. N*24. 




i> 

e 

J 

c 

u 

J 

s. 



.1 I 


<>o tfi .foe I M o I 00 

(4 00 o\ *0 I I o 

M H c«) } ovo I 1C 
« fO j VO j VO I 

1111 ! 

i" 

.11 


CL. 

H 


o o +. **» 

VO t>.w>vo 

‘5'*^ ” t 

« OV W 


11 


11 




v§ 


I 

n 

> 

J 

s 

.a 

•3 


u 

I 

5 

e 


0 'Ok! 

“.'SB 

SJi 

a 


ij-a^ 

i 

cu^’g H 

• £?'S !i- 

< 

oUU. VO 




Sei. Com. Rep. IX. 





•» 

o\ 

s. 


APPEND 1 ’X, N*a4- 


W «f» 

eo wt 
O m 
6 ^ 
(X •* 
M 

Vi| 

's* 

u 


♦ «» 
»»» 
Sso 


Ifl 


o 


H 

•a 


M ^ 

VO w •«*■ «^ 
00 tx ov Ov 

« w •« 

v5 


Vftoo 

« 1 

5? 

%\ 


VO 

fx - 

S' 

V4 

I 


1111 I 

I 

'H, 

11 * I 


I 

4 

in 

IS 


M -VO O on7« 

»« OVOV*? 00^0 
^ tx JJ '§ ‘^ 


S? 

I I I 


I'l 


I I 


OvOvM IS. 
«r» N rs.eo 

00 m 

s 

9 . *1 ** '♦ 

OD 4 






I I 


I I I 


I I 


|l 

S> 

I n 


g B^u 

2'gfK. 

qUU, ia 


gl I 

I 

H 11J 
. Qu 

O w 

W „ s g 

g ejs^ 
•i^.spv 
d: a s 

oCJta VA 

H 


■l I 


Ml 

<-<. "J 
y-a'i 
£|fs. 


To Profit 






ABSTRACT of the foregoing Accounts of PROFIT and LOSS. 
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SAM. N I COLL, Account*. 
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A P P E N D I X, N“ a5. 


EXTRACT of the Company's Select Letter to Bengal, dated 4tK March 1^67.' 

Par. 15. OUR Servants Teem to entertain the Idea, that our Succefles and our Influence in thd 
^ Country have for Objefb the Increafe and Protection of their Trade : This Idea muft 
be eradicated, and they muft be taught, that the Firmaun obtained from Furruckfeer is ftill the 
Boundary of our commercial Privileges. The IndulMnce to our Servants to Trade under that 
Firmgun, muft be conflned to Articles of Export and Import, as exprefled in the i^tH Paragraph 
of our Letter of 24th December 1765, to which we expeCt the moft implicit Obedience. And we 
muft further add, that you tranfmit us Yearly a Copy of the Regiftcr oi the Duftucks granted 
from the Prefidency, and from all the Subordinates. 


APPENDIX, N°a6. 


EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 21ft November 1766, 

Par. 58. cannot help exprelling our Uneafinefs at the Yearly Increafe of the Number of 

Subordinates, under the Dire&ion of junior Servants. We arc fenfible of the Nc- 
ceflity there is fo>r exerting a Degree of Influence in the providing the Inveftment, to prevent our 
Rivals in Trade from buying from the Wcayerj^ at the Clofe of the Seafon, the Cloth s for which 
our Money was advanced early in the Year i l}ut when we refleCt on the many ThUances of ExtortTon 
and Oppreflion praClifed by Mr. Gray, and others of our Servants, over the Natives-, and the num- 
berlefs Inft^ces wherein Europeans, when at a Diftance from the Prefidency, have taken upon 
them the Charader of Magiftrates, have overawed the Civilf Adrainiftraiion, and oppreflTcd the 
Country aropnd them i and through the abjeCk State of the opprefled Natives, theh- Malverfations 
efcape unheard of, unlefs their own Quarrels, or the Vigilance of an uncorrupt Adminiftration, 
bring them tb Light, we become extremely averie to the trufting our Servants from under the Eye 
of the Prefuftncy : You are therefore to conflder the Spirit of th^ our Intention,^'relative to the 
new-cftabliftied Subordinates, as far as it may be proper to carry it into Execution, "without Detri¬ 
ment to ouf Inveftment} and we further recommend it to your Confideration, wluthrr and in 
what Degree; it may be eligible to revive the former Cuftom of providing the Inveftment by 'Dadney 
Merchants. [ . 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 2d April 1771. 

Par. lo. In your Letter by the Ship Mansfield, Paragraph 43, you have required from us the 
Reafon why the Mode of providing the Inveftment claflies with the fiuflnefs of colleding; the 
Revenue. Though this Evil has prevailed for fome Time paft, and has, in fome Degree, even jiow 
an Exiftence, yet we flatter burlelves it will annually diminilh, and may in Time be totaUjf^ 
a^lilhed, by a pnmer Attention in the comptrolling Council of Revenue, and the Supervifors Of 
each Diftridt, to lupprefs every Step which tends to Opprelfion,- either in the Cblleftor jof the 
Revenue, or the Agents employed in providing the Inveftment. This Evil may have been con-» 
lidered to have taken its Rife from the Decline of the Moorifti Government, and the Increafe in 
the Influence and Power of your own. At this Period your Orders for Inveftments were confidcr-* 
able i they have fince been continually increafingj and they could not be fulfilled, unlefs thofe who 
were appointed to provide chfm, alTumed more Power over the different Manufadlurers than it was 
prudehc br- even poflible for thenn to have done before. The Government was not then in our 
Handsj tiid the principal Objeft to every one of your Servants, was to provide fuch an Inveftment 
as was judged would be-the Means of recommending him to you; this gave but too much 
Reafon For Governmertt to complain, and to complain too- frequently without Caufe. In ftiorr. 
Honourable Sirs, the Agents ftationed on the Part of the Company interfered more or Id's with 
Go^rnment} and fuch q| them as were Natives bur too often affumed the Oharaders of Magiftrates, 
prateftrhg fihe Ryotts or Farmers,- and preventing the due’Rents. fi[om being colleded, under thif 
mwiotis Pretext that thofe Ryom were Company's Pykafs,'.fOMffars, -&c. and that by giving 
l|i^^ifn '{ipfGovemment, the Inveft4ient would , be impetkdj and that the. Company would-fuffkr 
fi^''o«ftiQding Balances in theHahdk'of diofe People, if tbey^ wercTut^c^ to the Controul ..and 
V Com. Rsp. IX. £ A ] Demands 



G<ii.Z 4 tt. 

fiOfl, tft ?«• 

Wavy 1761. 


JasBuy i5. 


A P .P ,f M & I 

Dema&ds of their refpcAive Zemindan, CotleAors, and the Zemindars, when they were id 
Mcount with Government for their Rents, never failed to urge the undue Power exerted by the 
Company’s Gomaftahaii aa a ReaWfor the NoD^rfosmance ^their^ Settlements •, 4mdcxa^rated 
evety Difficuliy'titey had felt 09 this Account, m order to induce Goii«rnment to ranit a Part of 
their Demands. On the other Hand it may be alled«d, that the Inveftment has fuffercd in" 
many Parts from the Condud of the Zemindars, who nave obftrufted the Manufadburers in their 
Bufineta, and hfrpM&d them by exadbiag arbltraiyr Demandst over and above theiv liawfot Rent; 
and exercifing, in an opptelfive Manner, their judicial Authority over them in Cafes of Com» 
pfaiiac. 
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EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to’ fiengaf, dated 30th June 17^9. 

Par. 40. TT is with Concern we fee inevery Page of your Confultations, Rcftridbions, Limitations, 
and Prohibitions, affcdiing various Articles of Trade: In a Country abounding with Ma- 
nufadbures, this is the worft of PbUcy. A free Liberty of buying and felling encourages the Manu< 
fadburer, and will increafe the Number. When the Hand of Authority is held over them, and 
they are told they have only One Market open for their Goods, they will not long beftuw their 
Labours upon that Trade, and the ^antity wiU decreafe from Year to Year. Wc are led to 
theie ReileAions from the Orders given concerning Piece Goods at Dacca, as mentioned in the 
19th Par. of the aad fcbcuar/ lyM} and your Refolutions in Confulcatioo the ^eh of that Month. 


A P P E N D I X, N*a8. 


EXTRACT of the Meft Letter from Bengal, dated 24th January tySy.' 

Par, come now to fpeak of your Inftroftions relative to the Inland Trade, which 790 

^ ^ very juftW conflder as the Foundation of all the Bloodfhed, MalTacres, and Confufion, 
which have happen^ or late Years in Bengal. Your Orders are pofuive, and therefore our Obe¬ 
dience (hall be implicit accordingly you will obferve in our Proceedings, that the Society for 
conducing this Branch of Traffic nands abfolutely aboiiflied on the Firft Day of September next. 
The Contraft for the prefent Yedr being formed, arid large Advances made, k was impoflible, 
without Ruin to Individuals, and Confufion to the Public, to fix an earlier Date fur the Execution 
of your Orders. 

21. But althoujgh our Duty obliges us to pay the ftrifbeft Obedience to your peremptory Orders, 
for aboliihing a Trade to which you expreis fb ftrong an Averfion, the fame Duty requires w» 
fhould freely offer our Sendments on a Subjedk in which we think your immediate Interefi, the 
Good of the Service, and the Public Welfare, are deepir concerned. The Honourable Court of Di« 
lefbors, and indeed, the whole Bod^ of Proprietors, found it neceffary to reftrain by Covenants 
their Civil and Military Servants from receiving thofe Advantages to which they had for many 
Years been accuftomed. It is likeadfe propofed, in order you may enjoy the real Fruits of youf 
late Acquifitions, to make fuch an tjoreafe eff inveftment, particularly in Silk, as will effe^ually 
deprive your Servants of the ufual befits arifing from private Tr^e. Farther, that the Reiw- 
nues may not be injured in any Degree, they are prohibit from lending Money at a higher Rate 
of Intereft than 12 per Cent. p« Annum. And a Trade hv Sea in the ManufaAurea of meCoun- 
try, being the only remaining Cbanttiri for the Exertion ot Induftry, that likewifc it (ihoaked 

by thofe Shoals of Free ^rchants annually imported, who betM incumbered with no publia 
Bufinefs, nor confined to Refidence in Bengal, can carry on a Tme with every Port in Indie^ 
10 much greater Advantw than your Scryantfc 

22. Tuing all thefe Circumftancca intoXonfiderction, refleding allb upon the «eai Increafe of 
Luxury of late Years, m confequence of the ludden Influx of Weafih, and that it trill hot be pmo* 
ticabk, A>r a Time, to reduce .the Charges iff living to the peefeat Means of fupportitte 
Charm, we adopted, in confeqodnoe df your Permiffioa, the Fianof a begulaied and 

land Trade, is the Method of rewatdiog faithful Senricesi the ibreft Means so eiMhe'w,.eiid 

the 
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ibe fcifcnefici^ Tctdt, i^iwiJUiQiing all the A<lvantagu we 

have hUherCQ i«fieive^ qr lyt^ipk the Na^ve§, ng Aole 4lKr<)«fiV(ncpcs pA tl^c^r iuci4fal Cl:ghtt 
of whK;l» witt». «QO much ^afou, comkUli^ 

Qur Metier by thp Cam 4 en, ap^ Procoedingi by tbb pw|p!eb*n» wUlexplain to yoji theR«- 

S Utiona jn the orig^Uii^l Plan of the Society, lyluch’ ^jc pfa|ce jn ^ Kjton.h of Sej ctinber lajpt. 

ider thefe Regulations, the Trade can fcarce be confidered in the odtpyjs V’ght of a Monopoly^ 
Snce. we are rather the A^t$ for inanufa£tgrf|» the 3 a^i tbiM) ^ Proprietors of the Trade. Ic 
is-fold in Cakuua to the Natives pnly, and to ^ lUt^r ail Europeans,> at an eafier 

Hate than, it; could ever 1» procured when under Man^nenf ^ ^e Q^vernmentt before we were 
admitred to any Participation. The Natives tranfport » u» a|l^{ different Parts of tlie Coontry,. 
under fucb Limitations, that it muft reach the Hands of t)^ (^a^umer at;' a lUted and moderate 
price. Hereby the I^ple fenfibly feel the Jpftke and Lenity ^ ogr Government j and your Spr- 
vants, who have attained the higheft Stpeiona, afrer a Coigrle of ipany Years fpent in this un<> 
fgveurab^ CUmate, repp the J^eward of their &rvices, and A^y (hp l^an§ of lecoring that tnr 
dependence, to which they have fo equitable a Oaim. 

24. We are now dircApd tOt»l,ly *9 renounce all Share in and ?enefit arifing froo} this Tr^dfc If 
mufl: be made over to the Natives. The Government: mud; of courfe come into pQfle/jBod,‘n.Qr 
can it be carried on otherwile than upon the anciebp Footing of farming it opt to Minid|ers, 
cers, Favourites, and Dependants on the Government, who wdl rear iramenfe Fortunes upon the 
Oppreffion and Ruin of the Public, in defpite of our utmoft Influence and Endeavours. The^ 
are at prefent our Sufpicions. Time alone can verify our Qonjefturea. Ypu, no D'>ubt, will tnal 
turely confider, how far it is probable Men wdl continue hqned agaipA all the ^ualons of private 
Intereft} and whether it may not be neceflary to ftrengthen the t'ies of that Duty expe^qd frpm 
TOur Servants, by the tighter Bonds of Gratitude, for the Afl^Ujcnce which they enjoy dunng the 
Time of their Servitude, and <ho Independency ih^ ought tq feepre Ifjefofe the Cloljb of ‘theif 
Labours. 
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extract of the Company's General L^mr to Bengal, dated loth April lyyi. 

Far. iS. TT Ravins been mprcfenied to us, that the Company may be greatly benefited in the 
of Broad Cloath, Iron, Cop^r, Lead, and other European Commodiries, by fend¬ 
ing proper Rerfons to refide at Rongpore, and to explore the interior Parts of Buttan, 'Aflam, 
and other Co^trics adjacent to Gautporah. And as you wdl know opr carneft Deflre to extend 
the Vend of (he Staples of this Kin^om to as great a D^ree as polfible, we are furprised you 
have not already made an Attempt to carry fo deilrabie an Ofa^ into Execution i you are there¬ 
fore required to procure the beft Accounts polfible, and give us your Opinion thereon. 

17. On comparing the once flourilhing State of the Commerce of Bengal, with the gradual Decline 
it has undergone for feveral Years paft, it gives us the greateft Concern that fo unhappy a Change 
Ihould have happened under our Government, and at a Time when our Infiuence over the whole Coun¬ 
try was fulHciencly eftablilhed to enable our Servants to remove every vifible Source of this unnatural 
Decay 1 hence we have been led to the moft ferious Enquiry and Inveftigaiion of the various Caufes 
which may have produced fuch fatal EflPefts. And as in this Refearch there have arilen to our View 
many Evils which muft have brought on the prefent declining State of the Country, we (hall here 
point out fuch Remedies as we deem equally ncceSSwj and eflbAual Ibr reftoring Bengal to its 
former Vigour, and to the full Exercife and Circulation of that Commerce from which the Com- 
paM, M Well as the Kin^om itfelf, had received fuch great andmanifeft Advantages. 

18. As Freedom in Trade is ncccflarily produftivc of its Ipcrea^, th< Mode of providing 
your Inveftments by Gomaftahs, Delols, and Pykars, muft be y perpetual Rar to that Freedom 
which we are fo fOlicicous to aftablifti: We therefore hereby order and dire£^, that you revert to 
your former FraAice of previding Inveftmeats by Contrails with Dadocy Merchants. And in the 
Conduft ofthisMeafore yoaoiuft, ^ a general Publication of ous Intentioai, invite as great a 
Humber Of Merdiunts to deliver Froths, ami mske yourContrafts as excenfive, as polfible; being 
attentive at the fome Time to the Improvemenc of the Several Manufaduret, and taking Care 
chat you efme only wjfo Miruhih^ M good. Charader, and fufficiently valid for the fuU Per¬ 
formance of their 

ig. Thou^ by jMrfafti%eheHtimber of Dadncy Merchants, the Company'll Rifle in the Ad- 
nnott it may be needfluy^ eol milb^ wiU he lefleocdi you muft however require from them a 

--j --tgpec^nt Sqctti^ for cbeir Engagements, as we caonpa confider cm Merchants beigg 

h otbajr, as to paiv^ ahe Lufts w« fubjed to by the Failure ^ 

t JNrfofit. It it AO Idft m^potfkow^ the Oadaw’Mirchaau, wkk whom you may 
% coatra£^ 
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tfontraft, be liable, and agfw,,tt> fuch Penalties as have been cuftbmary, or may'^^ ft^utfite for 
fecuring to the Company the full and timely Delivei^ of the Goods they (hall engage to provide', 
and for preventing any Debafcment in the Qpality,'br'Deficientlyin the Meafure thereof. And thefe 
Merchants muft alfo be bound, under proper Penalties, hot to purchafe or provide for any Pfcrfon 
or Perfons whatever fuch Sorts and Species of Goods and Manufactures as they (hall contraCt to 
ftipply for your Inveftments. 

20. As on the Revival of' the ancient Mode of providing Inveftments by Dadncy Merchants, 
you may not, for fomc Time at leaft, be able to procure from them fuch a Quantity t£ Goods 
as our Occafions may require; you are in fuch Cafe to open your Warehoufes-for ready Money 
Purchafes of fuch Articles as may be wanted to fupply the Deficiency of your Contracts, and may 
be fit and proper for the Europe Market-' But as We arc apprehenfive that fuch Purchafes may 
furnifh us with Goods of the common Surtinents only, you muft' be attentive to fecure.'by your 
Contracts, as large a Provifion as poflible of the belt and approved Fabrics.- To this IhjUnClioh 
We are not only led by prefent Ncceflity, but we aflure ourfclvcs that by fuch- Means the Manu-'* 
faCturcs of Bengal yvill foon be reftored to their former Degree of Finenefs and Eftimhtiort-; fo that 
bur Ships may not, as of late, be returned to us with depreciated Fabrics, fome of whkh have 
fcarce their original Coft. And in thefe important ObjeCts we hope and truft, that your Regard 
for our Interefts will engage you to purfue fuch Meafurcs as (hall be molt likely to promote our 
Views and effeCt our Defigns for the Benefit of the Country, as well as the Company's Com¬ 


merce. 

■ 21. As the Aim of our Orders for removing from the Aurungs the Company's Gomaftahs and 
Agents of any Denomination, is to relieve the Weavers and Manufafturers, who have long groaned 
under the Opprclfions of fuch petty Tyrants; we carncftly recommend to you, to confider and 
apply the moft efteClual Means to prevent the Gomaftahs and Agents of any F^rfons under bUC 
JurifdiCtion, from cxercifing the like Abufes, Exactions, and Extortions, as we have Keafon to 
fear have been committed by Perfons under Sanction of the Company's Name. You arc alfo» 
by maintaining a due Execution of Juftice in the fevcral Courts throughout the Provinces, to 
afturd the opprelTcd Natives all fuch Relief as may encourage them to purfue with Alacrity 
their.fcvcral O ccup ations, and, by con vincing them of the Benefits of our Influence, excite^them 
to rccompenfe by their Indullry the Attention of their BenefaC^ors. " 

22. As it is impofllble for us to be minutely informed of the Regulations eftablilhed by the Con- 
ftitution of the Country §or the Security of the Perfons and Properties ot the Native Inhabitants, 
it muft therefore relt off your locil Knqwlcdge to judge, if thf internal Policy gtnd the executive 
Parts of Juftice be defective in- any Point, or too confined to yield that‘univerftl Relief which 
we are folicitous to obtain for every Individual. In cafe the Means (hould not be equal to this End, 
you muft not fail to employ ]four Influence with the Government, to fupply all DeteCls, and to in- 
ftitute fuch inferior Orders of Magiftracy as maybe wanting, for the entireProjeftioboflal^Ranks 
and Degrees of the People. 

2?. Should the fuperior Courts in the fcvcral DiftriCts require any Reform, your own Judgr 
ment will fuggeft to you the Means; and your Humanity will excite your Efforts fpr.pjceventing any 
Abufes or Negligences in the due Courfe of Juftice. We muft, however,, carticularly recommend, 
that all Power in the Judges of impofing arbitrary Fines, be immediately abolifhed*, an 4 ic will bq 
proper that the Sunnuds appointing Judges for the Mahomedans, or Bramins for the Hindoos, 
be regiftered in Form *, and that a Record be made of the Sentences in the Nabob's Courts, on? 
Copy to be kept in the Cutcherry, and another tranfmitted to Muxadavad. 

24. As it may happen that the Procefies of the Courts, while they aim at the Remedy of one 
Evil, may be productive of another, you muft enjoin our Servants, wherever they llialJ be ftationed; 
to recommend, in all Matters of Property between the Natives, that they adjuft their Differences by 
Arbitration inftead of legal Suits, which may involve both Parties in Trouble and Expence. And 
having Reafon to apprehend, that the Abufes of the Country Courts, in requiring the different 
Parties to give Security for the Payment of Chout on the Adjuftment of Difputes by Arbiiratipn", 
have tended greatly to difcourage this Mode of deciding Differences, you muft qfe your Influence 
with the Government for the Abolition of the Chout exaClcd by the Courts in Cafes pf A^bitr^ 
tion. . . ; . . 


25. From a.ConviAion that the moft eScClual Means; to reftore anti invigorate the. Tyadcjof 

Bengal, will be the opening every proper Channel for its Extenfion, and giving, that general ^reecjoin 
which isfo neceflary to.eocourage the Induftry, and attraCt the Attention of the Natives, wexan.n^ 
longer permit our Servants,. of.any^Rank or Sution wbatc^^or, lo enjoy the exelufive.Privilege of 
Duftucks. And here, when we ^ak of Duftucks, you are. M underftand qot only 'Poftu^ks, but 
Rowanahs, Perwanahs, Orders, Letters, or any,other-Powcrii op Fgv^ws which may. bericoqferred^ 
and which can in anyway yield adiliiBuenoe 0^ Superiority ia'Pxvourof one more (han anptheni. gnd 
this without the kaft Diftjnftion to Nation or Complexion, ; /.s j. .3;^ 

26. It is therefore our Pleafure, that all Duftucks be imtniBdidtely .withdrawn, and-«h^ N^iyo 

Merchants, as well as Europeans under our ProtefHon, may have every jExcite(penct9'itkteM^jr 
Views to the locreafe of that Commerce which fear-has iPhRJffSujflimg 

under thofc Difcouragemcnts,.wbich the Privily© of .^Wk.Seryincirhaye.aoabWl «hf«H\i39,lay j^.^he 
general Ckculstion of Trade. , - , ‘• 3. -- , b-. r:tKr'* 

27. Perfiiaded as we are,.that^|he ioternid T/afflc of JEknaal 

Duties which are kvied, .and. the Eica^li^s .Which ate Pe«y: Clipkeeyli, 
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direA, that no fuch Chokecy* be fufFcred to continue (on any Pretence whatever) to impede the Courfe 

of Commerce frem^ncParf of Province^ toother;;V 

aS. It is howevct neceftary* that'the Nine ^neru Chbkeeys, ‘which have been eftabliflied for col- 
Is^ng^tho juries pay^tble. to ihtt Circar, Oiouid remain^'-and.chpie onlyAnd that a Pcrfon on the 
Part W the Nabob Ihoold refide at each Chokeey; to' recc^vi the ufual, and eftabliftietl Tolls: And 
that One or more of bur Civil Servants, on Behalf of fhe Company, as Duans, (hould be flacioned 
.Chokfcy, to fuperintend the Receipts^ keep pr9pynRegiftefs of all CoUedtions, and take 
Care.^ac no JmppfiHona or Irregylaritiea be.commi^^, ' e 

”‘29. Apd, ,yoU .to give,the moft peremptbry.'and,poi||irive Orders for their fending to the Pre- 
IJdlpncy»l)ab»ith^ Cblledliqns,r niinutely fpccifyiriff the Nam,es of the fevcral Perfons 

>vHb may*pay the Uuttes, ‘the'Number of Boats, the tl^alify andt^iantify of the.Goods, the Name 
of the Perfon to whom fuch Goods belong, the Day ot Payment, atid the Time fuch Cargoes are 
detained, and when difpatched, with a fuU and ample State of all Tranl'adtions whatever. Thefe 
Accounts ane to be tranfmittpd, within Xpo D^s after the Expiration of each Month, to the Board of ■ 
itevettUf, w^b'are tb fupeKrntend-ttfcif'Coddua, 'and from'Titfte to' Timt give them fuch Diredions 
as they lhall think necefTary. , ' ■ * ‘ * 

S I. As we underftand. that the, Subjpds of ocher . European Nations, though they claim a Right 
uftucks, have conltantly paid a ceriiih regulated Tbll at the general Chokeeys, the accuRom'ed 
Duties muft be collefted' from tht'in by'Obvcrnmerit,-in the Manner hitherto praftifed v for it is our 
poficive InjunAion, that .no,extraordinary. Tolls bpfcvicd, and no Obllrudtions or unncceflary De¬ 
lays be given to their Pair^,"fo'’that they may not have any juft Cabfc to complain of arbitrary 
Proceedings, Qfafty updue'^CTcifcvdf.'Wr-Pf^*f‘,as Duans. . 

31. With refpeft to the Natives, and all others under our Jurifdidlion, we further diredt, that 
iw^ppreiTiqn^.qr Impediments be laid pn their Traffic up and down, the River j but that, upon 
tneir conforming to ancient Cuftoms, and paying the eftabliflied Duties, the Paflage of their Goods- 
be facilitated by aU.poffibIe Difpatch. 

' iz. Senfible that the Abolition of Duftucksmay deprive fome of our Servants of Advantages 
which they may not have forfeited by any Abufe of futh Privilege, we lhall not be inattentive to 
fdme proper Mcatis of extending our Favour to them j wc, therefore dircdl, that for all Duties 
which may be paid by our Servants of the feiftral Ranks to which we before allowed the Ufe of 
Dtfftucks, Certificates be grantedthem by the Co.lledtors at the eftabliflied Chokee/s *, and upon their 
making Affidavit, that tV Goods on which fuch Imports were levied, were on their own Account, 
ahd not, direftly or indiredly, the Property of any other Pcrfon sthatever, you are to tranfmit to us 
an Account,'fist One Year, of all fuch Certificates, diftinguilhed under the different Ranks and Deno¬ 
mination^ qf qur refoeftive Servants j the better to enable us to judge what .Gratification it may be 
proper for us'toikROWj as an Incitement to their Diligence, and to the faithful Difchargc of their 
fevcral Dutiesf 
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PAPERS relative to the Time when Salt Pctrfe, Salt, and Opium, were monopolized by the 
Company. 

Perwannah from Jaffier Ally Khanj for the Salt Petre of Bahari 

At this Time, through the Means of Cplonel Clive, the Salt Pecre Lands of the whole Province 
. , pf Bahar have been granted to the Englifli Company, from the Beginning of the Bengal Year 
1165, in the room of Coja Mahomed Waieetl : You are therefore hereby direfled to eftablilb the 
Authority of their Gomaftahs in all the Salt Petre Lands o^ the aforefaid Province, to give ftridt 
Orders to the Salt Petre Picars not to fell an Ounce of Salt Petre to any other Pcrfon j and to receive 
from the Company the ftipulated Nezzaranna and Money for the aforefaid Lands. 


On t^ zd of the Month of Rajeb, of the 4ch 
Year of His Majefty^s Reign, a Copy was en¬ 
tered in the Dewan’s Books. 

Approved. 


On the laft Day of the Month of Jemmada- 
ul-Sauni, of the 5th Year of Hi.s Majefty’s 
Rei^n, a Copy was entered in his Excellency's 


cbi 


Com. Kbp. IX. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRAC’i'ofBengatGeneralConfuftitibW agdSeptember 1782; 

EXTRACT of a Letter from Edward Wheeler, Efquit^ to tbe honourable O’Bie, Efquire, the 
Danifh Chief at Frederickfnagore} dated Fctft WiUtatn, 5th September 

I beg Leave to inform you, that the ManuMure of Saltpetre in this Country has, ever Snee the 
Year 1758, been a Monopoly in the Hands of the EngtiSi Cottony, b^ virtue of a fpecial Grant 
made to them for that Putpofe by the Nabob. TheTor^n Comj^ies have never received any 
Part, but by Indulgence from our Governmeat, and in Confique&ce of particular Applications' 
annually made to it. 


EXTRACT of the Froceedings of the Onnnlttee of Revenuoat Fort Williain in Bengsd, tho 
ythOfllober 1772. 

Took into ConGderation the Settlement at^ DIftributibn of the SaTt M‘ah& 

The following Scheme for that Furpofe it, after due Deliberation,, agreed to. 


Scheme fpr the Settlement and Difiribution of the Salt M^ls. 

ift. That the Salt Mahls in every Part-rf the Ptovnree fhcH been the fieneFoocingJ 
od. That alt the Sale be made for the Company. 

.9d. That the' Colarrees of each Dilirift or MahV Ihalt be let M Farm for theTerm of Five Yeavi; 
on the folbwing Conditions, vn. 

ift. That the Farmer ihall enmige to deliver to the Sircar a certain ftipulated Quantity 
of Salt Yearly, at a certain ftipulStcd Price. 

ad. That me Farmer Giall be allowed an Advance of 1 of the Qpantity which he engag)» 
to deliver in the Year, and the Reravnder on Delivery. 

3d. That in cafe of a Failure- in the DeUyery of the Quantity ftipulated, the Faroaer 
(ball pay w Rupees per too Mds, for the Defict^v, as a Penalty. 

4th. That all the Salt which the Farmer Iballmake, exceeding the Qpantky ftipulated in 
his Contra£l^ Audi Uluwife be delivered to the Company at an Advance of ag Rupees on the 
Contraft Price. 

5th. Thanthf Farmer ihaU not be permitt^ toTcllany Salt, but m above providsd^to the. 
. Company. _, 


H . 


4. That the Salt when made (hall be delivered and difpqfed of to fuch Merchant! as fliall be wiU 
ling to accept it by Contract, for One Year only, on the following Terms •, viz. 


ift. ThauhrContpany ihaM agrertydeiTve r a i bt hc S a hr of each ' M i di! ' ui'F iW u i g it'flratt" 
be delivered by the Farmer at a certain ftipulated Price. 

2d. That the Merchants ihall advance fths of the Amount of the Quantity agreed to 
by the Farmers, andto pay for. the ceft at the Time of Delivery. 

3d. That the Merchant (hall not beentkled ttv receive move than tbi^Farme^ (hall de¬ 
liver in the Courfe of the Year, and that whatever Quantity the Farmer (hall deliver over and 
above his Agreement, (hall be alfo the Merchants, the latter paying no more for it 
.than for. the reft. , 


5. That the Salt (hall be delivered bv the Firmer to.tho Merchants t the Receipt of the Mer¬ 
chant to be the Farmer’s Difcharge, and to afeertain the Quantity and Amount for which the Mer¬ 
chant is to be debited the Conmany. 

6, That the Amount of the Duties (hall be put upon the Price of the Salt, and paid with it, 
and that the Merchanr flfaH be Aimiftied with Rowinnavfbr cfaAijMntiM his. Sift fr«e of Dudei tti 
any Part of the Two. Provinces s and that all Sift attenrqpited 'to be psflid' without a RoWftfttaa (hall 
be (eized and conBreated^to the Uft wthe Company, 


The SubjQ^ to be further conftdeAdSIm Meeting 
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jfttrt WllKarfii the ioth bmhet i;;*. 

At a Committee of Revenuei PRESENT, 

The Honourable Warren Haftiijgs^ Efquiffi Prefidentj 
William Alderfey, "1 

Rich* Barwell, [ p/--,,;,-,: 

Jimtl H.rr!., f 

Henry Goodwirt, ^ J 

Mr. Lane indifpofcd. 


Read and ap^fovbd the Proteedinga of the 7th. 

The Board, purfuaht to the Refolution at the laft Meeting, refVime the Confideratioti of the 
^It Mahls in and deMndant on the 24 Petgunnahs, which are diftinguifhed under the Denomina¬ 
tion of the Dacy and Bartiunny Calories. 

The Dacy Calaries are fituated and worked by the Inhabitants of the 24 Pergunnahs. 

The Barbonny Calaries are fituated in thcW;ood 4 and uninhabited Lands, add are worked by Mo- 
lungees broiteht fW»n the PergifttnaM. 

It is fhere^ to be apprehended, that the Neighbourhood and Intermixture of the PefgtthndhSi 
which farnilh the Dacy Calaries, and the Claim which the Barburtny Cahrict have to the Molungees 
of all the PergOnnahs as Supply, the Ddcy Calaries would be a Source df pe^etual ConteiUrou, if 
they were to m: feparately farmed: To obviate, therefore, the Detriment ina monvUniencies' which 
might arife td thd Country and to the public RevenuU froiA futh Contention j it r$ jud«d moft 
expedient, and refolved, That the Calaries, both Dacy and Barbunny, lhall be held by One Per- 
Ibn, or a Sec of Farmers, who nuy be ^difpofed. to hold them jointly t and that Publication be ac¬ 
cordingly made for Propofals in the following Terms: 


advertisement for farming tlie Salt Mahls of the 24 Pergunnahs, together with 
the mrbU’nity Calaries. 

Be it known to all Merchants and Inhabitants of the Province of Bengal, that thh Prefidetfc 
and Council hive refolvdd, on Behalf of the hUildQra&le Company, to' let in Far^ for thU Term qf 
Five Years, all the Dacy Calaries pf the 24 Pergunnahs dependmt on the Zemindarrv of Cal- 
cuita, togechw with the Barbunny Calaries of the Pergunnah of Hattea^r, dec. all which lhall 
compole one I^rm, and be given to One or more Perfons, wholS Pfo^fab (hall be moft advanta¬ 
geous CO the Company, on the following Terms: 

ift. The Firmer lhall receive as Dadny i of the Amount of the Salt, which he lhall engage to 
deliver in the Courfe of the Year. He is to boil the Salt, colled it in Golahs, and deliver it to 
fuch Perfons «| lhall be appmnted to receive it.. . 

2d. All Chirges, fuch as Advances to the Molungees, boiling the Salt, ereding Golahs, Boat- 
hire, &c. Ihalf be on Account of the Farmers. 

3d. The Farmer lhall be oUlged' to ered the Oolah, for the Sdt in one Place only, near the 
River in each, Pergunnah for the Dacy Salt, and at Nelloor only for the Barbunny, which lhall 
be fituated nenr the Rivtr. 

4th. In cafe of Failure in the Delivery of the ^acuity ftipulated, the Farmer lhall pay 50 Ru¬ 
pees per 100 Maunds for thy Deficiency, as a Penalty, over and above the Balance which lhall or may 
be due on Account of the Advances mt^e him. 

5th. All the Salt which the Farmer lhall make, exceeding the ftipulated Quantity In his Con- 
trad, lhall be likeWife delivered to the Company at an Advance of 25 Rupees oh the Coptrad 
Price; and he is not to be allowed to fell a Chuttack to any other Perfoh whatever, on Pain of Con- 
fifeatton of the Salt fo difpoled' of. 

6tKt The Farmer fisaU ddiver the Salt monthly, in the following Proportions 
In Ryfaac or April —- 3 Sixteenths, 

In Sanrin or July — 2 

In Jut or May — 5- 

In BHauder or AUguft — i 

In Upar or June ■— 5, 

ythi The'Advaricei which have dreadybeen niadeby the'Company to the Molungees, for the prC* 
feHt Ydir; (hall be'accounted for by the Fafnid aWottling to the Molun^es Receipts, as Part or his 
Dadny. 

fth. ThOTarm'er lhall maker no ClaiiU for BalaWtei aftet the Expiratidti of his Gontrad. 

Mfrhatcver Perfon or Perfons lhall be defirous of obtaining the faid FarinVa^ tb give in their Pro- 
pofals, fpecifying the Quantity which they will deliver in the Courfe of the Ywr, the Price at 
w^ich-chey will provide u, to the Secrccaiy’s Office before the 25tH of this Inl^t Celoker,or lath 
Cartic. . - . - 

Agreed, Copydf the above Advertllemtet'Ire Ichc, with the fonoWWt.ftter, to the Committee of 
Circuit. 




To 
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. To Philip Milner Dacres^ Efqulre, &c. Gentlemen of the Committee of Circuit, 
Gentlemen, 

Having this Day finally idjufted a Scheme for the Settlement of the Salt Mahls throughout tbtf 
Province, and ordered an Advertifement for thole of the Calcutta Pergtmnahs to be publilbed ia 
confequenCe, we have thought proper to tranfmit Copies trf thcfc Proceedings to you, for your Re¬ 
gulation } and are, ' 

Gentlemen, &c. 

Fort William, Warren Haftings, 

the loth Oftober 177^.' . W. Alderfcy, 

Rich*. Barwcll, 

H* Goodwin. 


Extract of the Revenue Letter'from Bengal} dated ^d December 1 

Par. 10. The general P^an which we have adopted for the Difpofal of the Salt Farms, you Will 
find in the Proceedings of the 7th Oftober. It was determined, that the Salt made by the Farmer,; 
ihuuld be delivered to the Company at a certain Rate, and afterwards re-fold to the Merchants, and 
the Duties included in the Price of the Salt. By this Regulation the Duties arc efred;ually.fecui<ed, - 
and the Company will be freed from the Embarrafimcnt of perplexed and intricate Accounts, and . 
future Demands for old Balances. 

11. - Agreeably to the above Plan, the following Salt Farms have been let for the Term of 
Five Years. 

14 November ? 24 Calcutta Pergunnas from 4,50,000 to 5,50,000 Maunds at 70 A'Rup* 

20 November j -periooMds, 

20 OiStober fiurdwan .... 2,66,660 at 64. 9. Sicca Rupees per 100 Mds. 

Coifci'r!tNo,.} .'4.«o,ooi at differtni Price. 

j J'®" - • • - - »,a5.«x>«75-lo.S*R-per .00Mds. 

12. The Farniers of Houghley, in whofe Lands the Salt is made, have agreed for the Delivery 
of the whole Qiiantity •, but as the Price is not yet fixed, and fome few of the other Salt Lands 
remain ftill to be fettled, as well as the Merchants Claim for old Balances j we are obliged to defer 
for the prefent, fending a compleat State of this Branch of your Revenue. 


EXTRACT of the Revenue Letter from Bengal} dated 27th February 1773, 

Par. 20. By the Ship Greenwich we briefly advifed you of the Meafures wc had then taken in 
the Profecution of your Orders for conducting the Salt Trade of this Country, and we lhall now 
beg Leave to explain the Grounds upon which we have proceeded. 

21. The former Syftem for carrying on this Trade, was produftive of the greateft Inconvcni- 
encics: The Merchants who traded in this Article, were engaged in a Labyrmtb of perplexetl 
Accounts of Balances due by the Manufafkurer •, which, if they did exift, were the Confcqucnce of 
their Agents Mifmanagement, or of Collufion in the conducing fo complicated a Bufinefs. The 
Recovery of thcfc Balances opened a Source of Violence and Abufe •„ and Government was often 
obliged to interfere its Authority. An Opportunity was alfo afforded to Smuggling and Embezzle¬ 
ment ; fo that the efiablifhed Duty of Thirty Rupees per. Hundred Maunds, which if levied 00 
the whole Salt of Bengal, ought to have yielded an Annual Revenue of near Eight Lacks, pro¬ 
duced lefs than 5 i Lacks of Rupees j while the Multitude of Officers, and other Checks neceiury 
even to fecurc that Amount, provd|i a heavy Char^ to the Company, and a great Embarraflment 
to the Trade. The unhealthy Situation of the-Country where Salt is produced, the Number of 
Creeks and Rivulets with which i' taboundi, added to the extreme Ignorance and Poverty of the 
Inhabitants, rendered every ordinary RemeeW to thefe Evil^ incffcAual. 

22. In order to put a Stop to thefe Abuics, and at the fame Time to fulfil the Expeflatlons of 

our Employers, as mentioned in your Commands of March 1770, we determined on farming out 
the Salt Lands, on a Plan fimilar to that we have adopted for the Settlement of the reltof.the 
Province, on Leafes for Fivfc Years, -and at an Annua] Increafe of Qiiantity : The fame . 

which induced us to extend tbeLeafrs of tlie Lands to that Time, operated equally in the prefet^c 
Inftance, the Principle of both being the fame. W.e confined the Manufadlure of the Salt ep.tirdy 
to thcfc Farmers} who, from Motives of Interefi, will be led to attend to the Eafe of tfac lhba* 
bitants, and the Improvement of this Commodity. , 

23. The Whole of the Salt in Bengal thus engaged to be delivered during the CoUrfe of ihb ^ 

prefent Year, amounts to Twenty-fix Lacks of Maunds} the Duty upon Which» at .go Ru^a * 
per Hundred Maunds, will be Rupees Seven Lacks aiid Eighty thoufand. . ' 

9 t4.'0af 
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24. Ottr next Obleft was to difpofe of the Salt by an annual Sale 1 and Advertiiements «>ere 
pubKfted% the DilpoAl of the Salt of the Twentjr-four Purgunnahs (the other Parms not being 
^ forward) fh Lots not exceeding Fifty thoufand Maunds t whi^ Limitation we thoi^ht it prudent 
to make, In order to prevent too large a Quantity from being engrolled in the Hands of one 
Peifon. ^mc fcaled Propofals were in confequence delivered in i but they Were fo few in Number, 
and the Terras fo much below oar Esrocfl-ations, that we did nor hefitate to rejeft themi 

23. An Eftimate was afterwards formed of the medium Priee which the Salt of the diderent 
Diftiifh would bear, fo as to yield an annual Profit to the Government, at lead equal to the Sum 
you Had prefirribed* 

26. Tne neceflary Steps for this Porpolb have been taken j but as the Sale is not yet finiflied, 
we fhall defer fending an Account for the prefent, in Hopes of telng able to furniib a compleat State 
by the next Ship, 

27. It affords us particular Satisfadion to obferve, that whilft a large Source of Advant^ b 
thus opened to the Company^ the Value of this Neceflary of Life is not enhanced to the poor Inhao 
bitanc} and the price of Sak, fo far from having rofe in confbquence of thefe Relations, is even 
lower than when the Manufadure of it was open to ^very Individual, 

28. As Simplicity is the FirftObjed in all our Arrangiements, we have formed this Plan in fuch 
a Manner, that thr Farmer and Purchiferare mutual Checks upon each other; and thus theEftab> 
lilhment of /^nts, and the ftationioj of Cuftom-houfe Officers, to prevent Embezzlements, be- 
ebmes unneceilary. TiM Merchants Receipt to the Farmers afeertains at once the (^antitv made 
and delivered by the latter to the former. The Metcbant having once paid the Price of the Salt, 
including the DOty, will tranfeorc it without Moieftadon to any Part of the Provinces, and in lieu 
of deriving his Profits from Oppiefllon or CoHunon, will now find it in the free Vend of his Com¬ 
modities. 


EXTRACT of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, the 3 ift December 1773. 

Par. id. The Prefidenr, on. his Return from Pabia, referred to our Confideratioa the Circam« 
ftances of the Ophium'Trade in that Province.- It was found to have been carried on for many 
Years as a Monopoly ; and, however paradoxical foch an Aflertioo may feem to thofe who are not 
fully acquainted with the Su^ed, it clearly ^peared to us,i upon a minute Invekigation, that an 
Attempt to lay it open to all Perfons indircriminaiery, as a free and uninfluenced Trade, in^ad of 
being beneficial to the Cultiv/tor, and ufeful to theft Provinces^ would be produAive of Confe- 

S uences the very revertb; we therefore deemed it moft advifeable to farm it out on the Company's 
Lccount, reforving for the Dutch the Quantity they have ufualTy received. We bare accordingly 
farmed h to Meer Muncer and Kamchurn Pundit, who had, before, the Management of this Bufinefs 
under the Faftory at Patna. We have prohibited all other Perfons under our Prote^ion from inter¬ 
fering with it and we have determined to fell it by public Auflion, for the Benefit of the Com¬ 
pany. 

17, The I’kofit arifing from this Sale will, we believe, prove a more than fufficknt Fund for the 
Payment of ^e Allowance fixed for the Members of our Board, aa explained at large on our Pro¬ 
ceedings. f 


APPENDIX, N* 31. 


Extract of the company's Getwral Lettar to Bengal, loth April 1773, 

Par. cannot but be feniibly aficAed, that neither the Inftruflions we have given you, 

nor the Means you have taken for the Provifion of our Inveftmeota, have hidierca < 
produced any folid and e 0 e£l;qal Regulations, The Plan we tranfmitted in 1771 is declared by 
you to be impradicablei and yet, in the forming of it, we had been aided by thofe who had filled 
the higheft Stations, and had recently returned from Bengal. Our Object in this Plan was to connedt 
the Company, and all others, Nadvea as well as Europeans, in one common Intcreft; and by telinx' 
quifhing every Claim to Preference from our Power and Influence, to eftablifh Liberty and Freedom 
of Commerce throu^out the Provinces; and although this Defign has proved unfucce^ul, we 
have the Satisfaftion to reflcA, that it jnuft ever remain as a Teftimony of our intentional Juftice 
and Humanity. 

20. But we muft here obferve, that yme Reply, per Rochford, to our Orders on this Head, is 
not altogether fatisfafoory to us. We eonfoler fb important a Subjedt as requiring a deeper Dif- 
cuflion than what you appear to have given k; for we cannot but conceive, that the principal 
Caufes of the Failure qt our Inveftments might have been fully traced, and the Means applied for 
Sit. Com. Rep. IX. t C ] removing 
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Removing every Obftruflion i and therefore, in the preiepediftrefledSituatipn of the Company, with 
the public Eye upon our Condv^, it is become indifpehfably necefiary, and we are determined, to 
Invefti^atc this, and every other Branch of our Affairs, with the molt minute Exaftnefa which thp 
Materials before us will admit. 

21. We wiQi we xould refute the Obfervation, that almoff every Attempt made 1 ^ ua, and our 
Adininiffrations at your Prefidency, for the reforming of Abufes, has rather increaied them, and 
added to the Miferics of the Country we are fo anxious to prote^ and cherilh. The Truth of this 
Obfervation appears fully in the late Appointment of Bupervifors and Chiefs, inftituted as they 
were to give Relief to the induffrious Tenants, to improve and enlarge our Inveftments, to deftroy 
Monopolies, and retrench Kxpences, the £nd has by no Means been anfwerable to the Inftitution. 
Are riot the Tenants more than eyer opprwed and wretched ? Are our InvellmentS improved i Has 
not the Raw Silk and Cocoons been raifed.upon us 50 per Cent, in Price? we can hardly fay 
what has not been made a Monopoly. And as to the Expenccs of your Preffdcncy, they are at length 
fwelled to a Degree we are no longer able to Support., Thefe FaAs.Cf^r fuch they are) Ihouldhave 
been ffated to us as capital Reafons, why neitn^r our Orders of nor indeed any Regulations 
whatever, could be carried into Execution. 'But perhaps as this woum jhave proved too much, it 
was not fuggefted to us» for nothing could more plainly indicate a ^tateof Anarchy* and that there 
wls no Government exiffing inxur Servants in ^ngah 

22. When we directed a general Freedom of Trade, it was not polTible for us to fuppofe that 
the French and others would be fulFcrcd to otercife every Adk of Opprcfflon over the Weavers, 
and by Force compel the Delivery of their M&nufackures; Yet fuch Fadbs appear on your Records, 
and ffiould have been expofed as other ffrong Proofs, that the Company’s Inveitment muff neceffarily 
be loaded with the refufe and ready-money Gbods. Sorry we are to fay, that Silence alfo upon 
this Subjeft is by us too well underftood, and how it may refledt on the Condudt of many of our 
Servants: We cannot but enquire how the French, without Money or Influence, All their Ships with 
the prime and valuable Manufadkures of Bengal, and from whom they draw fuch large and to us 
ruinous Refources. 

23. And therefore, when Oppreflion pervades the whole Country •, when Youths have been 
fuffered with Impuni^ to cxcrcife fovereign Jurifdidlion over the Natives, and to acquire rapid 
Fortunes, by monopblixing of Cordmerce i it cannot bfc i Wonder to us, oryourfelves, that Dadney 
Merchants do riot come forwards to ebntradk with the Company *, that the Mariufadkures And their 
way'thfough. Foreign Channels {‘or that our Imveftinents are at once cnormoufly dear, and of a 
debafed Quality:. 

24. It Is eVidtnt, that the Evils which have been fo deffrudkive to us, lie too deep for any 
partial Plans to yeach or cOrretAri It is therefore our Refolutiqn to aim at the Root of thefe Evils: 
And we are happy in having Reafon to believe, that in every juft and neceflary Regulation, we 
fhall meet with tfle Approbation and Support of the LegiflaturC, who conflder the Public as ma¬ 
terially interefted In theCompany’s Profperity. 

25. In order to eifedkuate this great End, the firft Step muff be to reftore perfedk Obedience and 
due Subordination tq your Adminiftration: Our Governor and Council muff reaflume and exercile 
their delegated Powers upon every juft Occaflon i punilh Delinquents» cherilh the Meritorious» 
difcountenance that Luxury and Diiripation' which, to the Reproach of Government, prevailed in 
Bengal: Our Prcfulent Mr, Haftings, we truft, will fet the Example of Temperance, CEconomy 
and upon this we are fenfible much will depend. And here we take Occaflon to indulge the Plcafure 
we have in acknowledging Mr. Haftings’s Services upon the Coaft of Coromandel, in conftrud- 
ingi with equ al La bour and Ability, the Plsn which has.fo much improved our Inveftments there i 
and as we arc ^rfuaded he will perfevere in the fame laudable Purfuit, thro’ every Branch of our 
Affairs in Bengal, he in return may depend on the fteady Support and Favour of his Employers. 

26. Your Settlement being thus put into a Train of Reform, (and without which indeed all 

Regulations will prov^ inefl%aual) you are*nexc{tp reveit to the old Syftem, when the Bufinefsof 
your Prefidency was principally performed by our own Servants, who then had Knowledge of our 
Inveftments, and every other Department of our Concerns. You will therefore fill the fcveral Offices 
with the Fa£kors and Writers upon your Eftablilhment *, for, with our prefent Appointments, we are 
aflured there will be fufBcient for Ithis Purpofcs and thus you will banilh Idlenefs, and its Attendants 
Extravagance and Diflipation. And here we enjoin you to tranfmit to us a faithful and minute 
State of the Pay, and every knemw Emolument, of all below Couridl j for as it is notorious that 
cven -Youths in our Service cx|)^nl in Equipage, Servants, Drefs,' and Living, infinitely more than 
our ffated Allowances can afford, wt cannot but be anxious to difeoyer the Means by which they 
are enabled to proceed in this Manner: And indeed fo obnoxious is this Condufk to us, and fo in¬ 
jurious in its Confequences, th^r^vve ciepeA and require you to (hew your Difpleafure taall fuch as 
fhali tranfgrefs in this Refpefk; bbhtrafting it at the fame Time with inftahees of Kindnefs towardu 
the Sober, Frugal, and Induftrious. , 

«7. The Monopoly of Commerce by the Chiefs, &c. at your Subordinates, has been a feyeiu Rc- 
fleftibn upon the Adminiftrations in Bengal j for we conceive it impoflible that fuch Pra£kice$ 
could have been long concealed •, and it.was in the Power of the Board to apply a Remedy, by rc- 
calJirig and fufpending the Delinquenisi But we truft you will not in future be under the Nn* 
ceffity of exercifing your Authority for the AbolikjOn of this Evil: And this once cffeAed, will be a 
great and efleniial Step towards the Imprdvlmerit and Extenfion of our fnveftthents i'^efpecially if 
6 , you' 
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you follow complete Fro^cAion to ?ujd Merchants. , Anjd hert. we direft, that 

you fuffer ho Perfons, of‘any Nation whatfoever, to trefpafi t^n the Rights 'andJDominion of the 
Country, of which we declare ourfelves the .Guar(Uafi§j^aD4 Cqnfefvaiofs: JlAd'fince the Power, of 
Government muft continue with the Nabob, yoU>^ confine Foreigners withirt the 

Limits of their Phirmau/id; and therefore, as ‘,tjht|‘l'i<^cb fffPM have a Right, you will, to the 
of your Power, prevent'them from imprlfowog nMltrea/jIft^ the Weavers, or any others 
under the Protedtion of thd Circar. If the French at any Tiiihc"^think‘ thcm'fclvcs aggrieved,,they 
may, as heretofore, apply.to the Nabob for Redrcfa,j.and l|tould th<;y,dj,fp^cy and, fpurn the Orders 
of Government (as wc nhd.l^ your Records that fKcy MvfcJWthtul'cd to do) ill refis with the Nabob 
to aft by them agreeably to tfie Pfadticc'rf K|$ J '■ 

28. Having, aa we concelye|^fully Inthe Cauls',of the Failure of duy Inveljments in 

Goodnefs, Price, and Quantity i arid, mu'ch'td dilt CoricCTnfbrovidl alfp,‘lhat alAipI): every .Stream 
has been polluted*, we np% arm you witk ouf jflill ■'P6WW ti^i'‘n\'alti* K cohiplctc, Reformation. 
The Talk, wc arc fcnfible, bc-arduotl^’i^btft i|ir4 rely Zeif (dr'the Seryite of the Com¬ 
pany; And as we have the Satfsft^ti^ tci affdfy qui'fdiles;^th'ilt w the Powers 

WC have delegated to you, Wd hefirate not'm .prdmrfli yUU oliSPea!*iW and Proteflion. 

29. And having already revoked oVf ■Rdgdlat{dnir'ihd''*0^atff>’\>f a/ePMarch iyyo, we now fij 

far fufpend ihofc of the loth April 1771, as to leave, the. Whdlfcl^op'ch’ to every Alteration you may 
judge ncccflary and fit to make, . ' • .:.m *•» 1 » » m 1/ • 
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EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Ben^l,^ dared 3d March iy75, > 

Par. 17. *T^H£ high Price of our prefent Bengal Inveftment, compared with that of former Yearsi. 

* reouires your immediate and moft ferious Confideration. The Subjeft has been fre¬ 
quently difcufhd by our Prefident arid Council \ but we muft oUerve, that the following Circumftan- 
ces, intimatel|^ connefted therewith, feem pot to have been fufiiciently attended to in the Courfe of 
their Dcliberilionsi •• **'' ' 

18. It ap^ars to us, that the great Increaie Price on the'Manufactures of Bengal, of which 

we have fo muchReafon to complain, commenced about'the Year fyfip. Atthat Period the extraordi¬ 
nary Meafure of purchafing Goods at Calcutta for the Company's Inveftmcht, was adopted j a Refo- 
lution was allb taken to grant Company’s Bonds for the fame, payable in Twelve Months, bearing In- 
tereft after tht Rate of Eight per Cenr^ per Annum 1 and the Uooda fu purchaled, in the flrft Seafon 
only, amounri^ to 289,819 Pounds Sterling. - 

19. Wc rdidily grant that if the Revenues of Bengal had enabled us Ibpport our Civil 
Governmeirt, "to maintain ah Army for the Defence of thelhxivinces, reimburfeef’Of for our European 
Exports, and yielded us a clear Surplus to the Amount of our Annual Inveftment; 'the'hominal Value 
of the Goodt would have been of lefs Confequence 4o the' Company; as the Itiveftmeat muft in 
fuch Cafe have been confidered merely as a Remittance frotn Bengal to Britain { but as that has not 
been the Cafe, and as we have been reduced ttf jHe Neeeflity of borrowing Money'at Prrt William, 
and of purchafing Goods on Credit to a veryiaige^’Amount; the'Advance of Price' riow becomes a 
Matter of the utmoft Confequence, and operates as an aftual Drawback upon the Revenues. 

20. When the Governor and Council refolvcd upon the Meafure of opening the Company’s 
Warehoufe at the Prefidcncy, for the Receipt ofG<^.sjtp be.paid for by Inter^ft. Notes, our Bond 
De'bt in Bengal was only 351,817 Pou'hds Stcflin^jW in 1773 it amounted to no lefs than 
1*5471458 Pounds Sterlmg, and the Annual Intereft upon the Incrcafe alone, is 95,636 Pounds 
Sterling. 

21. It muft be allowed, that Remittances were mi^e to opfothqr^ettl^ent^and jjl^cra] extraordinary 

Expencea incurred in Bengal,'from 17*69 to *1773 j*and alfo dlat in the Year 1770, the Famine occa- 
fioned a confiderable Diminution of the Revenue: But when we confider that Bills were drawn upon 
us about that Time for PoMds Sterling 1,062,000, wf cannot but be of Opinion, that fo great an A^l- 
diiion to Mr COihihhd‘''Ri;lotii^es< muft hm Til^^nibi#')ha<i ^tiJiMvSlcnt to fuch Diminution of Re- 
venue, and to all extraorditiary Pifburfrments. * . * r • 

' 22. Ftomtliii'VWWWFa^we Aaft,cbhcitidK‘mt'theAfiwn^ '<i^Pffcepaidfor our Bciigal Invcft- 
ment has been theprfnbipaC/ibfo Means of 

fubjedling usto the heaVy eatthfename^abb^-foeM^^ ^ "V ' 

aa^The Amount of w ?793, Is a,^.iV»9i*Poundi Sterling •. and 

if the Average inefoaft ofPHtfe lSft^dffi 0 li^,^ 4 ^&rlCe'nt. onfy.the Ahjount of fuch ipereafe « 
7251298 Pounds Sterling. »! .c . .vtu ■ 

' tf. The above CircoinftancCs are exeeddio| alarming to as; But what muft be our Concern to 

find. 
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find* by the Advices of our Prefident and Council of lyys, that a further Advance of 40 per Cent, on 
fiengRi Goods was expeftedv allowed to be tht Cl^c^jtceof Advertilhneots ^en p'isbli'(hed| 
Mathorizing a Free Tra^rin thetMoces f ’ ^ 

25, We find the f^intainnK' Revenues ait* hrg!eiter(R‘funded for Tive Vea«> and the ag&re* 
sate fncreafeeRiffliied attHtly rd,i8^i89 Rup^^ iSjitlo Pounds SlerYin& on a Suppofitioiukai 
fuch Increafe will bo ttallzed'i yet If the Aniraal mvelhfienr be 60 Lacks, and Ac Advance of Price 30 
Mr Cent. OntyyAiCh Advance will exceed chxjnetvafi!'^the Revenue by no lefs than 829,33o<PoiMids 
Steriing. 

afi. We are far froth being conrloced, that the Coih^titioa which tends \o raife the Price of 
Goods in Bengal, is wholly between public &ro|i(xo^'Co|n^hies, or between Merchants in general 
who export to Pordgn Merkea. W« arb^ther 0? Opli^, that (be' Soufces, of this grand Evil, have 
been the extraordinary Privilege|^aiite 4 wBl^i 4 uaU in our Service, 6r under our Lienee, to trade 
without Reftriflion uroughout tne PfbvuMas of ^ngal, aod’the.EncQurageoient they have had to 
extend (heir Trade to the uttermefi:, even io fucH Goods aa were properjfor our Inveftment, by ob* 
lerving the Succefs of thoiePerroos who iMveffom Tlipe M Time found to difpoie of their Mer.. 
chandize to our Governor and Cauiicil. thou^ <^»mdu Qpality as to he bid here, with great Oifficuh 

2 , after having been fiWquemly reAil^ ai^put i^at the next. Sale without Price, to the very great 
iferedit and ptfadvanta^ of the Company.' 

ay. Unwilling as We are to return to the former coercive Syftela. of providing, an InveRment, 
or to abridge that Freedom of Commerce which has been fo lately efiablilhed in Bengal; yet at the fame 
Time finding it our indifpenfable Duty to firike at the Root of an EvU, which has been Co feverely felt 
by the Company, and which can no longer be fupported, we hereby direct, that all Perfons whatever, 
in'^ C ompa ny *! S ervi e rror uiidei o o r P rote aio n / br abfului e ly piohibu e d, by public* Advorrillf- 
ment, from trading in any of thofe Articles which compofe our Inveftment, directly or indircAly, 
except on Account of and for the Eaft India Company, until their Inveftment is compleated.i 
a8. We alfo direA, that from thejlecei|c betaof at. Fort William, nor ready-money Goods be 
purchafed for us, on any Account on IWtenee, unfefs it fiiall fie found utterly impolfible to obtain 
Cargoes for our returning Ships by the ordinary Means of providing our Inveftment at the Aurungs, 
which we are convinced can never happen except on very extraordinary Ckcafions: But if, contrary to 
ourExpeftadombtc fifOUkl'aeiliyl'imfibwtlw Cift, we dMft thia One Moiith*'i Nodcc at leaft be 
siven, by public Advertifement, fpedfying what Gk»ds will be wanted i and that Mufters and fealcd 
ProprdisU ber<K:eived, aiad thelowcft .Offim tnvasiably accepted. And we likewifb pofitivdy dired, 
that no greater Qtuandty ba ever porchilcd ;0n the anove Teems, than fliaU be abtolvtely neceflfary 
to prevent our Ships frooi ramauing> ip India, or from retaining to Europe without their proper 
Tonna«. 

29. we further direfl; that the above Regulations be forthwith publifiied tbrougbeut the 
Provinces, and cenfidered a» Suiding Orders of the Company, in all Time to coma i and aUb, that 
every Perfon oftcodtittagaifift the fiune, be ibrtbvidi iufp^ed ftom our Service^ and not reftored 
without our exprefs PemulBop. 

30. To the above we Imv^ only to add, that as the Prorperity of the Company roateriidly de¬ 
pends upon the Redudioo of the enormous Rsiea of Bengal Manufi&ures, wc can have no Doubt of 
your fpeedy Attention to chh Sut^. We truft you will cordially unite utcarryu^ thefe our Or¬ 
ders into Execution, and po» dUcootinueyour Efforts, till the Evils punted out Ihall have been ef- 
fi^ually reraovcdw ai^ fi^b (idutary Regulations eftabUflwd, t$ (hall prevent future Lofs to the Com¬ 
pany, in the Prpvfiioo of thdr Inveftmanc. 

gt. Our Governor and' (^ouned having; pcohlidtcd Export Warehoufe Keepers, and Refidents 
at Subordinates, from tradiaf^ip ru^Arocksas mnuthe Company’s InvoftowiH, wo heroby ap- 
■' . . -^5 -]^ Qljfcrved as a landing Order r " 

who Ihall at any TMhf hiErotfter be appointed to tne Stations abovc-mendoned. 


, ^ .r" "i ' ■ . ' 
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EXTRACT oftho GfneuM >a Rtpgal* December 197^. 

Par. ffiWE obfcrve that OOf gmwml of odr B^gajtR^iwi in 

England, as ao^Muiid- ik W pf ^ (^*1* nf dm M of March 

1775, perfe£l1y coincide wkb h^y tofind,/ tP^ the State 

of our Befources in Bengal, as explaipod yaaStptt J^iftca apd PiP!^Wga,;an 4 ^ff|<n' 

larly by Mr. Francis, in an Rcmaisks, 'Ml.^d«rodtho*^ 

nVmal PHce of dur Inveftment no loi^ao OtmorC^l^uence. 

•. - ' ' • 'SrSjWe 
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We irt however very forty to obferve, that oar Orders in the 27th Paragraph of our faid Letter; 
ifor Reftridtons on the Commerce of Individuals under the Company's Procedidn» have had Ideas 
affixed to them very diiTcrent from thole entertatned by the Court of Directors when they ilfued 
thofe Orders. 

68. It was certainly intended to rellrain our Servants, and all Perfons whatever under their Immediate 
and particular Influence, from an improper Interference in thofe Articles of Bengal Commerce 
which compofe the Company’s Inveftment 4 but fuch Reftriftion was never defigned to affcA the 
Natives in general, and all other Perfons under our Protedlion without Diftinflion, as is fuggefted in 
fomc of the Minutes before us. We exped that, our Inveftment be always provided On the befk 
Terms pollible, without being obliged to purchafe it of our Servants, or their Agents^at an advanced 
Price, as no Benefit can accrue thereby to the Native Manofafturer. This Inveftment being pro¬ 
vided, or the Means of fecuring it on equitable Terms fully eftablilhed, we would impofe no other 
Rt^raint on that Freedom of Trade, winch is fo neceffary to the Profperity of the Country, and, in 
its Conlequences,' to the Eaft India Company. 

69. The Governor General, and all Perfons concerned in the Revenues, are fpecifically Xnd abfolute- 
ly precluded from trading in India ; and wc deem it equally neceflary th.'it their Banyans Ihould be 
laid under proper Reftri^iuns, which has not been the Cafe 4 for wc find that the late Governor’s 
Banyan has been permitted to contraA largely for the Provifion of the Company’s Inveftment 4 which 
we poficivcly forbid in future. 

70. Our Opinion has never varied rcfpefling the Propriety of an open and free Trade, 2bftra6tedly 
conlidered 4 but when we were given to underftand by oar Prefident and Council, that whatever 
flattering Ideas might have been formed by us, or the Public, of the Revenues of Bengal, they 
were found inadequate to the Purpufes of defraying our Expences, and providing a very fmall In¬ 
veftment 4 when thofe Declarations were followed by large Drafts on the Court of Dire£lors, and 
the Goods purchafed therewith would not realize in England the Amount of prime Coft in Bengal 4 
when, in Addition to thefe Circumftances, we found it aflerted, that all Propofals for providing the 
Inveftment by Comrade with Dadney Merchants, had a diredl Tendency to eftablifh the very worft 
of Monopolies, and that, inftead of Improvements, an immediate Lofs of 25 p6r Cent. Debalemenc 
of the Manufa&ures, and Deficiency of Quantity, were to be cxpedled ; that fince Trade had been 
laid open, Goods had been obtained for the Company with great Difficulty, the Quality really debafed, 
the Price of Raw Silk advanced 80 per Cent, and Piece Goods, fince the Year 1768, from 50 to 60 
per Cent, and that a further Advance of 40 per Cent, might poffibly happen, in confequence of re¬ 
moving all Reftraints on Commerce throughout the Provinces: It furely behoved us^ however re¬ 
pugnant to our general Ideas of the Propriety of allowing Freedom of Trade, to confidef of, and 
return to, fut^ coercive Meafures as might prevent further Inconvenience to the Company 4 who, 
from thefe Rfprefcniacions, were appreiienfive that they muft export from hence a valuable Con- 
lideration for the Produce of Bengal, or pay for the fame by Bills of Exchange, or at Jeaft to a 
confiderable Amount, or give up all I'houghts of receiving an Inveftment from that Country, But 
we turn wit^ Pleafure from this difagreeable Detail 4 and being now aflured that every Charge, 
Civil and Miutary, may be provided for by the Refources of Bengal, 93 Lacks of Rupees appro¬ 
priated to oul Commercial Eftablifliments and Inveftments, 20 Lacks tor other Settlements, and a 
Surplus of 10! Lacks remain for Contingents, exclufive of outcry Profits on Salt and Opium, and of 
Drafts on tlw Court of Dircdlors 4 we muft own, that the principal Objedlions to a free Trade 
are removed, and therefore embrace this firft warrantable Opportunity of empowering you to fufpend 
the Execution of fuch Part of our Orders as impofe ReftriAions on the Commerce of Individuals, 
provided you are abrolucely certain it may be done confiftent with the due Provifion of an ample and 
well-choren Inveftment for the Company. 

71. Wc fliould not hcfitaic to revert immediately to the old Syftem of providing Gobds in general 
by Contract with N,alive Merchants, were it poffibie to be afiured, that thiy Mcafure could be adopted 
with Succefs, and that Freedom of Trade would be thereby promoted, and the nccelTary Quantity of 
Goods of a proper Quality, obtained in due Time for the Return of our Ships to Europe 4 but we 
doubt whether there arc at this Time in Bengal Native Merchants poflTefled of Property adequate to 
fuch Undertakings, or of Credit and Rcfponfibility fufficient to make it fafe and prudent to truft 
them with fuch Sums as might be neceftary to enable them to fulfil their Engagements with the 
Company. However, Contradls may be immediately tried for coarfe Articles, or for other Goods, <0 
as great an Extent as can be done without rifleing too much of our Property, and the timely Provifion 
of our Inveftment, the Amount whereof muft on no Account be hazarded^ even for a fingle 
Seafon. . 

72. It is alTo a Matter:of ferious Confideration, if abfolutely requifite to make large Advances of 
Money to Natives of any Denomination, on any Account whatever, whether upon the Non-per- 
formance of their Cfontram, fuch Monies and Penalties, if incurred, can be recovered in the Country 
Courts, or in a fummary Way, .as formeriy; without having Rccourfc to the Supreme Court of Judi¬ 
cature, in cafo no Alteration ib^ld be made in- the Jurifdidion of that Court. 

^3. The Vigilance-and due locerpoTAion ofthe Naib Subahdar we apprehend may prevent Mono- 
polieeand inipro{xr Treatment of the Mamafafturers by the Merefaantsyand corrcA Abufes in general 
amoogft tbe Natives 4 but how far hii foflueacd may be fullered to. operate to the fecuring of our 
Property when legally advanced to tbemj we^iar aoe at preienc able to determine. 

; 74. We wUh it may be pra!fticable to hido^ our commercial Servants in every Branch of I'rade not 
Sti.. Coat. Ret*. IX. £ D ]. prohibited 
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prohibited by Law : But if Attacbment to their own Imereft (hould preponderate^ we are coavinced 
they will have it in their Power to procure better Goods, and on more rcafonabk Terms, than can be 
provided for the Company. You will therefore give this particular ObjcA the moft deliberate Coor 
fideration, before you authorize a Meafure of fo much Importance, which nothing but the graateft 
Fidelity in our Servants can render confiftent with the Intereft of the Company. 

75. We direA, that our Board of Trade make frequent and ftriA Enquiry, whether thofe Perfons, 

who are ftationed by them at the different Aurutigs, uke proper Care to improve themfelves in the 
Knowledge of fuch Parts of our Inveftinent as come under their Superintendance. And it is our Orders, 
that fuch of our Servants as acquire a proper Knowledge of the Fabrick, and become the Means of 
improving the Quality of the Manufaaures, be fuitabfy diftinguifhed, and not removed from their 
Stations, fo long as their Condu^.lhall m«rit fuch Diftin&bn, or until called to 611 fuperior Offices in 
our Service. ! 

76. In regard to the Salt Trade of Bengal, we apprehend that the Monopoly, on its prefent Footing, 
can be no confldcrablc Grievance to the County. It has ever been in a great Mealure an exclufive 
Trade, end we think no Tax can be levied upon it that (hall be lefs oppreffive to the Cohfumer; 
and as we are not certain that our OccaBons do not require the whole Supply arifing from this 
Article, we direA, that for the prefent the Plan adopted by our late Prcfident and Council be con¬ 
tinued, unlefs you (hall be able to obtain to the Amount of 1 . 100,000 Sterling per Annum for 
the Company, by an additional Duty on Salt} and are of Opinion, that fuch Amount may be 
realized by impofing a Tax thereon with kfs Inconvenience to the Country, and liable to 
fewer Objeflioni, than is the Cafe in the prefent Mode of receiving a PioBt on Salt by Saks at 
AuAion. 

77. If you (hall be of Opinion that abolidiing the Monopoly of Opium will contribute in any great 
Degree to the Relief of the Natives, we authorize you to give up that Commodity as an Article of 
Commerce, only fixing and referving a rcafonabk Duty thereon to the Company, which we think 
(hould not exceed 30 Rupees per Maund. 

78. It has been a frequent Infiruffion to our Servants, to yield all fuitable Encouragement for the 
Cultivation of the Mulberry Plant, and for the Incrcafc of Raw Silk : We repeat thofe Orders»and are 
perfuaded, if due Regard be had thereto, our Invefiment in this Article may be greatly extended, and 
a fufficient Quantity remain to fupply the Trade of India, and thereby to procure Cotton for the 
Province of Bengal, without exporting your Specie for that Raw Material; and we earneftly recortv. 
mend the Subje^f to your Confidcration. We arc informed that vaft Trails of Land, at prefent of 
little Value, may be cleared, and rendered capable of producing Mulberry Shrubs i and your Atten« 
lion to their Cultivation will moft elTentialiy promote the Intereft of the C( mpany and of the Na¬ 
tion i Raw suit, and efpecially Filature Silk, being a very beneficial Article of our Imports, and of great 
Gonlequence to the Manufaaures of Britain. 

79. Having thus given you our Sentiments and Diredions on feveral important Subjcfls arifing from 
your Letters and Records, we (hall, in our next Dhpatebes, proceed to confider fuch further Parts of 
your Correfpondence as yet remain unnoticed, and to purfue the necelFary (nveftigaiionof the Affairs 
of your Prefidcncy, that you may co«operate with us in the vigoibus and fteady Profecution of fuch 
Mcai'ures as will conduce to the Intereft of the Company, the Encreafe cf your own Honour, and the 
Welfare of the Provinces committed to your Care. 
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EXTRACT of th^ General Letter from Bengal, dated 17th Odfober 1774. 

Par. 31. 'Ll A V IN G, in C^pliance with your InftruAions, ufedevery Endeavour to make the 
Provifion of ]r<Mr]|irurefttnent by Contraft, and advertifed, in due Time, for receiving 
Propofals for the Ihveftment of‘the prekat Year, feveral were delivered in before the Departure of 
the Kefolution but thofe from Patna only were on Terms of Advantage, which we were induced to 
accept, as mentioned in our>L«mr by that Ship, dated the i5tfa of March. We at the fame Time 
obferved, that although Propofak had been received from Coffimbuzar, for the Silk Inveftmenc^ they 
were in Terms too vague to be accepted without Ei^lanationa: Theft have been finco reiMiv<^,,to^. 
thcr with Miifters both of the Raw Silk and Silk Piece Goods, and being in general or a.' fitpeftor 
C^ality to the Goods feot Home of lace Yearl, though opt alw^her equal to the oU MUfttrs, the 
rtUildcnccwith ^hief was invefted with dikretional PowjN to> accept them t the Latenat of tbeSeafoo^iyhenthefe 
Materials were laid before us, ieavinff it doubtful whctiier it might be digibk 10 receive tkvmk or 
toN» tc. continue the Provifion of tbb Seamn by. Gmnaftaiii. The Deteraunatioit. hai been gium in- Fa- 
Proceeding! of vour of thc ContraA i which, with the I^ifioii eiqieAed to be ntade aU^oftht Filacum 

will amount, according to a Calculation trttfmitced fo ui by iht Chief of CeSifflbiMar,.to Twenty- 
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one Lacks of Rupees i and from the Difpjtches hitherto made to us, we flatter ourfeivcs you will find enurej »ftet 

the valuafaJe Article of your Inveftment much improved, and that it will foon be recovered from the 

declining State to >i»hich it has been reduced' fincer'Ac Yffaf of the Fainihc: We mean with re- c<.mfp<iBdence. 

fp^ to the Quality of the Goods 5 the Price ftill ^ontinoef very high 1 nor can we devife any 

Means of reducing it, confident with the Encouragement that has been given for a free and open 

Trade; the neccffary Confcquence of which is, an Enhancement on the Price of Goods, in thofe 

Places where any Reflifianon tnight have before'prevailed, in fUch Prtdicamdif particularly, is the 

Raw Silk pf Radanagore, in the Burdwan Province, which for many Years had been taken at an 

arbitrary Price, that is,’at fuch Rates as were judged fbflicient; for the Maintenance of the Ryotts 

car original Providers v it then came to MMt than Six RupOn per Seers and accodnts for the 

great and partial Profit gained on that Aflbrtmenc at the Sales in Europe: But iince thofe Ke- 

^Aions have been removed, in confeqtience of the Syfteib tmtveifally adopted for a general 

Freedom of Trade, the Price of this sArtide has rifen from SIB M Nine Rupees j at which 

Rate a Contraift has been entered into for the Provifion of Radmagore Silk this Seafon, and it 

is ftill under Market Price of that Aflbrtmeire at Cikutia, conf. e Apnij 

32. Prior to the Acceptance of the Propolkls for the CoflTimbuzar Inveftment, Offers were 
made to us by Kinkermundcl, a Native, for the Provifion of Seven hundred Maunds of Com- 
mcrcelly Raw Silk, confifting of Three Letters, B, C, D, at the Rate of Ten Rupees Nine Annas 
Sicca per SScr, At this Tenckr appeared to be'advai^fgeouS tO the Company, from the Report of 
the Expbrt Warehoufe Keeper and Examiner, the^ were accepted. I hif Offer was fuppofed to 
have been independant of the Propofal*, at that Time under Confideration, for the Cofllmbuzar In¬ 
veftment-, but it afterwards appeared, that to enable Kinkermundcl to fulfil the Terms of his En¬ 
gagement, he required a Part of the Windeh ufuatly entploycd by the Company at Cotnmcrcelly, 
to be now engaged in his Service. This was aflcntcd to, as the Deed of Concracf had lieen ex¬ 
ecuted, and an Advance made to him in confequence *, but it was a Diminution of fo much from the 
Cofllmbuzar Propofals, as the Merchants there could on this Account eng.ige for 3C0 M.iunds 
only inftead of One tl^fafid Maunds. The ConfraCf, however," with Ainkcrmundel, was judged 
to be the moft beneficial, by the Exclufion of the Letter E> and is accordingly in force. 

33. We did entertain the moft fanguine Hope, that after the firft Diflfoulfit-s, neceflarily attendant on 
the Introdudion of the new Mode of Winding at the Filatures, were fufmoutued, it would have been 


attended with the Advantages there appeared fo much Reafcn to expeft from it j and although it has 
not yet anfwered thofe Expedations, wc are flill willing to hope that its Succcl's will in the Fnd 
make ample Amends for paft DilappointmentS. As a Token that the nhw or Italian Method is 
likely to fpreid iifelf through the Country* we mentioned in our laft that it had found its VV.,v into 
the Hands df private Adventurers. Propofals were foon after tendered to us, through the duet of 
Coflimbuzai^ tor the Provifion of Severdy Maunds of Filature Silk, upon Miifter, at the Rate of 
'Sicci Ktipe^, 14’ fot the Firft, and 14 for the SecMid Aflbrcment; Which, upon the Report of the 
Export Waidhoufc Keeper and Examiner, sfere accepted. 

34. Mr. Wifs, one of cheSuperintendants of the Fifatores, having reprefented that the new Mode 
of Winding'might be profccutcd with Succefs at jungcyporc, wc gave Permiflion for a temporary 
Building to 'he eroded there and the fame was in Hand when Propofals were made to us, through 
the Chief of, Coflimbuzar, for ihc Provifion of One thoufand Maunds of Filature Silk, to be manu- 
fadured at Jungeypore, and delivered by March 1777, at the Rate of 14 Sicc.t Rupees per Seer, of 
7a Sicca Weight j ftipulating alfo, that the temporary Building fhould be carried on at the Expcncc 
of theContmdor, and delivered up gratis for the future Ufe of the Company at the Expiration of the 
Contrad. He at the fame Time ofiered to provide Eight hundred Maunds of the Bengal Aflbrcment, 
at the Rate of Ten Sicca Rupees per Seer, Thcfe Propofals, though made* by a Servant of the Com- 
pany, and the Export Warchoufe Ketpw of the Fadory, appeared to be calcul.ited for the Advan¬ 
tage of the ComMny fo far beyond #fny other which we were likely to obtain, and the Security for 
the [Performance fo good, that wc gladly, and without Hefitation, accepted them. Our Rcafons arc 
fully afiflgned on the Proceedings of the Comptroller, noted in the Margin. 

35. On Receipt of yourjpomfoands, dated the 23d of Odober 1773, refpefting the Tonnage 
of the returning Cargoes of the Ships taken up for the prcfciit Seafon, we caufed a Calculate to 
be laid before us of the Inveftment expeded to be provided at this Freftdency, together with the 
Remidns of laft Year. From this it appeared, that we Ihould be able to fornifli Cargoes for flve Ships, 
adeordlc^ CO-the newenereafcdRttcs of Totraage, and your Otder for lading them with Surplus. 

And the Prefidency of Fort S"“‘ -- us for Three Ships, to return with full 

Calge^ froih the'Coaftt^wb'iyi y would afllft us with one of the Ships 

config^'fotHfir dldi^df-liit..._,. ._.m(h King of laft Year: With this they 

■hkve bjl the. Deftiniition' M yrmr Shipping alreidy mentioned in the Fa- 


C nf, 1 Mar. 
Ibid. 
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EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 3d Auguft 1775. 

Par. 14. alfo thought it proper to defire that the Board of Trade Wbuid inform us whether 
^ ' any Contraas were held by the.Banyanibf any Gentlemen here, and in what Manner 
the Conditions of them had b(^ execuMd. By the Lift fent in, it appears that Cmtoo Baboo^ tbt 
Governor Genera?s Banyan^ bolu Two Coniret&s for Rem Sm^ one in the Neme of bis Son Lueknaut 
Nundiey to the Amount of O R* 10,04,560, ea»d one joisufy in the Names of Lueimt Nundie and 
C9nf.iftUiy. Barrankifen Sing, for O R‘ 6,75,395. i. 6. The Board of Trade promifed to let us know how the 
feveral Contracts had been perform^, but they have not yet done it. 
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EXTRACT of Papers relative to Cantoo Baboo's Farms. 

From the Majority, 21ft March 1775. 

^r7 7s$< JN the Regulations of the 14th May 177a, for letting the Lands in 
Farm, it is provided, that each Farm lhall not exceed the Annual 
Amount of One Lack of Rupees. Huzzery Mull and Modun Dult, 
the prefent Bankers, were permitted, at one Time, to farm the whole 
Province of Purnea, amounting to Nine Lacks ( and Cantoo Baboo, tbe 
Governor's Banyan, ^d at one Time hold, either direBly or as Security, a 
• Number of Farms, to tbe Amount of above Thirteen Lacks. After enjoying 
tbe Whole of thefe Farms for Two Years, he was permitted to relinquim 
Three of them. Thofe which he ftill continues to hold, amount to above 
Five Lacks; befides which, it appears that he had Influence enough to 
procure the Grant of a eottfiderable Zemindary for bis Son, a Tontb of 
Eleven or Twelve Years old, who is reprefented to the Court of Directors 
as a Mao of Subflance and Credit. 


* The Order wu III 


From the Governor, a5lh March 1775. 

The Reaibns which prevailed on the late Board to grant tbe Pargunnab 
of Babrbund to Cantoo Baboo, my Servant, will appear in the Confultatbivi 
of the lath and 19th of July 1774, in the Revenue Department; to thofe 
I refer. You will And, that this is not a Part of the Zemindarry of Ranny 
Bowanny, nor ever in her Poflcfllon; but a Mahl, or Diftridl, depending 
immediately on Government, and lying on the Frontier of the Province; 
that no Kind of Indulgence was fiewn to my Servant in this Grants but an 
Advantage provided for Government, by tbt Pifl>ca/b or Fine to be paid, and by 
the Security which the Colleftions of it would naturally derive, from, being 
in the CJharge of a Man of Bufinefs and Propililrey. 

Tbe Sunnud was never * granted, though ready drawn up, and in my Pef- 
ft^toUf fkm tbe Time of the Order of Council ; nor of courfe tbe Pijhcc^ pa^, 
Ottaufe |chofe to defer the Confirmation of it till the Aifembly of the new 
Council. 

• Much 17,5, The Majority, in dtejr fepante Meeting of the * 17th Inftant, 

>».B.ThUAflcrti«ii.,ftn«turc. tbougjbtpKpptr to dtPrivo Cantoo Baboo of this Grant, (or Reafoni which 
they ait yet to feek. One indeed they have a^d, namely, that ttie 
Ferfen in whofe Name it was wanted, was defcrilm ai a Man of Credit 
and Property, but proved on ^quiry to be a Boy of Ten Years pf Age. 
You, Gentleoaen, need not be told, that it is tbe conftant Praffiee of tbe 
Gentoos to regifter nil Deeds and Contraffs, and appfy for all GreMs, s» the 
Nasnos of tboir Sons. Lotknasu Nnndet, tbe nomineU Zemindar, is the Son 
of Cantoo Baboo, whom the Bc^ Intended by the above Deferipdon. 

I beg Leave to drop the immediate Subjedr far a Moment, to take 
Notice of the general Reproaeb which the Gentlemen of the Majority 
X have 
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bave tfaoi^bt propter , to ead; upon me,/ar bvQingfmi^ttd Servant to 
Md tMkh dnd Farm tp a-w^trakk Amount in m, province. 

fitdt'is tbs PonUmty of My Lot, tbatij^lmft deftnd myfelf 
rm ,dt^dm the Cbnrjge of having permiitdb^ to iuit many of bis 

both Accufad^^ f 

. Gadcoo Baboo waa ift Fofleflion of his Taalooks before najr,,Arrival. 

A£mjp of bit Farms mrt'taken wit bout mj KnmU^e^ and almofi all 
agmnft ny Admce. 1 had no Righe to ufe Compol&on or. Autfooruy} nor 
coda 1 with Juftids exclude him, becaufe he was my Servant, from a 
liberty allowed to all ocher Perfons in the Couni^*. Tde Farms which 
lie quitted^ be quitted with my Advice l becauh: 1 < thought tbht he might 
engage himfelf teyond his Abilities, and be involved in Difputesi which 
1 did not choofe to have come before me as the Judge of them. 

The Inclofure N* i, is a comparative. Account of the jumma and 
ColleAions of all his Farms in the Year preceding the Settlement, and 
in the Years in which he has held them, with the Jumma continued to 
the End of the Leafe. TbiSt compared with the general Accounts of the 
Bengal Province, will afford a more convincing Proof than any fVords can offer, 
that be has received no Sort of Indulgenee or Privilege from my Proteltion. 
If further Proofs are wantins, the ConfuUations refened to in my Dif- 
patches by the Bute and Pacific, contqin Inftances of my Impartiality, and 
fame even of Rigour Jhewn him by the Board with my Concurrence ; particu- 
. larly in depriving him of his Tedca Salt Works, in Favour of his Com¬ 
petitor Cumaul O Dien \ an AA rather of Necefilty than of ftriA 
Jttftice. 


From the Majority^ nth April 1775.' 

We beg Leave to obferve, that, we have not difpeffejjcd Lucknaut Nirndeti Capf, fpl. 906, 
tbt Son of the GevtmoPs Banyan, of bis Zemindarry, as the Governor General 
is pieafed to affert-, nor have we as yet ordered the Governor General to be 
profeeuted. . . j , ■ . 

With refpcA to the Zemindarry above-mentioned, Cantoo Balsdo htmfetf 
informed the Board, that it was really granted to his Son, and that if the Youth 
Ihould die, tiv Zemindarry wo.uld lapfe to the-Oovernment. In this Inftance, 
the Opinions oltbe Governor and tie Batman appear to'us dire^ly contradidory to 
eaeb other. The Farms engrolled by the Governor's Servant, in dircA Opp6- 
fitioatd the f^endly Advice given him by his.M.after) his being permitted to 
hold to many^' and afterwards to relinquiOi (ome.of.tbem t have been, as we 
are convincetk equally prejudicial to the Company's intereft. Thefe Abufes 
fiatt be the Si^ebl of a particular Invejligatibn, In thC mean Time, it muft 
naturally occur to the Court of DireAors, that. to the Annual 

Amount of Thirteen Lack and a Half, could not have been heaped uport 
the Governor^ confidential Servant entirely for his own Profit; efpecially, 
as it is one ef the public Regulations of the Commiftee of Circuit, that no 
PerfinffiaU bold Farms to the Amount of mor.e than One Lack *. * tj.;, not» iccur.ic st.t,^ 

'' ' ' men; vf (be Re|uUiM>a »lludtd loi 

Narrative refpe^ing Farms. 

.The Farms in the PoireiHon of Cantoo Qa^oo before the Arrival of Mr. 

Hafilngs at Bengal, or in 1771-72, arc ftated by him as the Annual .• See «aiGed Account, u.nf. 

AmountofRup«. 5,57.,99. ,®. i*. 

In Governor’s Account, no mention is made of Cantoo Baboo being >77s* 

Security for any Farmer, or for the Payment of Rents, but the Farms are 
all faid 'to have been held by Camoo Baboo. 

In the Account prepared by the Secretary ^t Forj William, they ai)e Rer-Conr. 17 March 177J. 
alfo called, Farms held,by .Cantoo Baboobut in the Body the Statement^ 
be appears' as d Seevrity^ on^ and not as Pmcipal for any one Fartii 
whatever. 

In 1772 3 ^he. Reiyt qf dU above Farms ia^fiated at no more than 
Rupees 5,13, 97 . 3 .;tlie Dimiiiutipn or DifFerence.ifS^upees 44,02,^. . 

The Amount coUcAtd .In the Year 1774/11 fiatra at Rupees 5,5!,iP)i& 
and the Amount collcAed iq 1773,at 4,34,0754 Aw, Diminution or DiN 
ference is Rupees 70,725. . . • . . ' v 

T^e Amount colteAed in 1774 is Rawd aLRqpeies if,o§, 6 fi / thb Oif^ 
fihunce between the CollcAion of 1772 anA 17^ « Rupees 4^149. ^ , 

• Com, Rap. IX. [ E^.' ■ The 
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11 July •— fol. 1909. 

Kt\. Conf. 17th March lyyj. 

fal. 109}. 


Com. X.«r. 14th May tyyi. 

fol. »5J. 




The Kame ef Locknauc Ktindii^ftands aa piiac^h Fanner^ to fewcral 
pDfguoAahai no other from thole PttTgwioahsi. Lockriaaift 

Nondee is the Name of Cmioo Bio^a Sop, to vltoai the Talhackshtof of 
Baharbuod was granted* M 179(44 

In the Confulurians of March ^75, Cantoo-Kibto a]Hpcan!aa Seeiirilfi 
for Three Farms, Value Rupees 8^20,359, '* so thole abenrermen- 

tinned. Thefe Farms were lec‘'’l^ the Board at Cakuua, doting the Ab- 
fence of the Governor and Committee of Circuit in 17)^2 » bus ite Seeuckf. 
was withdrawn in 1774, b7 Btrmiffion of the Council, at which tbc'CtOi* 
vernor was prefent, as ^ appear from the fbllowing Particulars^ 

The Committee of 'Circuit Was appointed to May 1772, coofiftiogof 
Mefli-S., Haftii&s, Middleton, Dacres, Lawrell, and Graham. 

Bifdre thi^ Committee left Calcuita, k was refolved, that the Settlement 
of Hughky, Hedgelee, Calcutta Pui^oonahs, Burdwan, Midnapore, Beef- 
boom, BilTenpore, and Paeheet, Ihould be made by the remaining Mem¬ 
bers of the Board i which DikriCia include thafe for which the Governor's 
Banyan becante Security} via. CootubpOM, a DiftriA in Midnapore Pro» 
vince j and BilTenpore and Patcheet in Burdwan Province. 

N. B. By a la^ Dlvidon of the Provinces, the Whole are now ariUDBcd 
under the Council of Revenue. 

The 15th May the following Advercifement was publilhed; * 


•* This is to give public Notice, to all Perfens, Natives and SdbjeAa 
of the Province of Bengal, that the Lands t^ the Diftrkt of 
will be let to farm, on Leafes of Five Years. Sealed Propofals for renting 
the Lands, are to be delivered in by the of AlTar, to 

the Sudder Cutcherry at where the Prefident, with a 

Committee of the Bwd* will be prelent to receive them, and to grant the 
Leafea. 

This early Publication is now made, to allow fuch Perfons as are 
wil^g to Qlmr Propofi^ at much Time as poffible for preparing the fiime 
i^ainft the appmnted Period. Advettifements in a raw Days will’ be 
publilhed, containing the general Conditions and Rules on which foe 
Farms are to be kt* 


The aSth May, foe Board publiih the fbBowing additional Advertifo- 


ment. 


Com. Ker. tfiii Mty 1771. ** Th» IS to Rtvepublic Koticc, that the Rent Roll and Jumma Waflbl 

• KUO. -.r .1. of “cB- of tH* 84* Pcrgunnabs, arc laying at the CollcftorS 

«herDiS;ito w,«^i“„toArfI Gutchcrry > where all Perfons,. Natives and Subjefts of Bengal, pur- 
bihonvoriimaiho. vi*.boiow. pogng to o^t PfQpofoU for farming the Lands, may have free Accels to 
peruK and examine the fotne.** 


Com. Rov. Stb Jam 177s, 
fol. 316. 

Com. Ref. id July 1771. 

• Mr. Jn* Sumner. 

fol. 391. 


Com. Rcf. )4 Aif, 9771. 

sss* 

397* 


Corn. Rof. 17th a«|. 1771. 
W.4Jli 


The 8th Jfune, AdTertiftmenu fimilar to the above, were publilhed 
at the PreGden^k 

The ad July, the •CoHeAor Of Beerboom reprefenw, that though the 
Lands of Biflenpore are leafed, none of the Farmers make Offers to extend 
their Leafes, which were to expke in the Month of April» and that no 
Propofals were made for Patcheet: That this Oppreffions of late Farmers 
had caufed the Ryotts to defert the Country 3 that the old Farmers owned 
they could not again take the Lands, as the Sound of their particular 
ktmea would drive away the Ryotts. 

Tb(^e Farmers attempted to juftify tbemfolves in their Oppreffions, by 
aUed^g, that they had paid more for foe Lands than had heretofore been 
cuffipnj^. 

. Thttitth July, the GoUeflor repeats his Declaration, that the Farmers 
liM wivtd a» DeBre of extending their Leaks 3 and that the Lands will 
K ^ iTtttmtnfl in April, unkis other Meafures be adopted. 

AbguR 177a, the Board- reply to, the Colk^r, and being de* 
leritaii^to kt the Lands to farm, direa him to fend the Papers, end fomc 
«S the moo; intelligent Ppopk of the Cutcherry, to Caleutia, fo order to 
enable tlkfo b fo^'iSectkmeoi 1 and dedate, they wilt ci«m-i focmklwei to 
tibuin Btdd^ Bt Cal^ijRa* and in the adjacent Dikrias. 

‘ No Oflbra'ltiviiig been mhde for foe above Lands, in eoniagutiice of foe 
Committee*! Adteftilemencai |he 17th Auguft 1772, Mr. Barwltt in¬ 
forms the it his particular,BufokTs to en^ifo foto 

foft Value thereof, Ik it them ehaWed to lay before the Boards a ^wB of 

Tarms, 
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Tcrhro, whkli fae fiijrs, are offered for the faid Lands» but no Names are 
fpeeificd«. 

Mr» Barwelt likewiie laft before the Board fandiy Articles, containing 
the fWPticular RequiTitiom or Claims «if the fuppoftd Farmer t which are in 
geaerai adnitted by the Board, except one, which requires a Remifllon of 
Reaeaia cafe of Inundatioos. 

The Board agree to accept thePropofals on the Terms fpecified, provided 
tbr Poopk and tieir SKvrUiesfliaU be a^raved ; but hitherto no Name of Prin¬ 
cipal or Security is naeoeioned. 

The soth. Augul^ Mr. fiarwell lays before the Board, a Lift of the 
Farmm. Names, and of their Securities. Thoie for Biffenpore and Patcheet 
ace as fbUows, viz. 

FA 

Province. Jg^con 

^Pri^nM***! Nundy, |Locknaut Nundy. 

The Board order * Cabooleats to be prepared, and figned by the faid Faf' 
mers, and tranfmit the fame, together with the Bonds of their Securities, to 
the Collcflor of the Province. 

At the fiuse Confultation Mr. Barwell recommends Ramcaunt Biffwas, 
as a Peribn he to be Duan of the Province. Ramcaunt Biffwas had 
petitioned Mr. Barwell for the Office % his Petition is entered. Mr. Bar- 
wcil urges the Appointment, and informs the Board, that the Petitioner is 
the Man, to whom they are indebted for this advantageous Settlement of the 
Didrifis; and that he had undertaken it at Mr. Barwcll’s particular Requeft. 

The Board agree to appoint Ramcaunt Biffwas Duan of the Provinces » 
and the Secretary is ordered to furnifli the Duah, and each of the Farmers^ 
with a feparate Letter of Introduflion to the Colleflor of the Diftrifb. 

The above Particulars include but Two of the Farms for which the Gover- 
Itor’s Banyan became Security. The Third, called Cootubpore, is included 
in a Diftriift for which Mr. Barwell’s Farmer’s Name is Bangput Sing, and 
the Security’s Name is Lucky Gaunt Dutt. 

The 4th of January 1774, the Securities for CootubfMre, Biffenpore, 
and Patcheet, preftne a Petition to the Governor and Council. 

The Security of Cootubpore prays to be releafed ftom his Engagements 
as Security, botaufe the Dijlribis are dijiant, and the Revenues in Arrear: He 
alfo deflres to be favoured with Orders to the Collector, to obtain Payment 
of the Balances due from the Talookdars) all which is granted. 

No more thin one Petition is entered, which is faid to be from Kiffen Caunt, 
and refpeds Cootubpore only : But the Title, as entered on Confultation, 
mentions Petitioners, in the plural Number, and ftates the other Dillrifts, 
The Board include the Whole in their Order, and leleafe the Sureties for 
BiBenpore and Patcheet, without fpccifying their Names. 

The Seeuriites for Biffenpore and Patcheet are allowed to relinquifh from 
the End of the Bengal Year 1180 i and the Security for Cootubpore from the 
Bi^nning of the OriBa Year 1181; viz. from April and November 1774 % 
and the Board relblve, that the Security for Cootubpore Jhall be debited for 
vohat he has received^ and credited for the Amount feud into the Treafury. 

The 29th of March 1774, the Superintendant of the Khalfa reports, 
that Kiffenaut, the late Security for Cootubpore, refufes to compleat the 
Kifts to the Month of November preceding, which was the Time for which 
he remained Security \ alledging, that he had already paid more than the 
Amount of the Colk£tions : Whereupon the Colleftor was ordered to 
ttanfinit a Statement and the Demand. Kiffiencaunt was fufpended. 

The 26t]i of April 1774, the Collector of Beerboom writes as follows: 

** It is needlefs for me at prefent to make any Comment on the Deception 
the Farmere endeavoured to put on me, by delivering to me the exaggerated 
Accounts of Gaims, which I tranDnicted you in my Letter of a9th uk. (and 
of which I now inclofe an Abftraft as before mentioned). Having, I flatter 
rayfelf, furnilhed you with fuch Materials as will not only evidently confute 
than, but will alfo enable you to decide, with feme Degree of Preciflon, what ^ 
Snuns you may think equitable to be allowed the Farmers, for Deduc- 
tiflBs.for the Years 117a and 1180 » 1 (hall here obferve, that the Farmers 
lay thek Claim, to the lame Annual Amount of Abatement for the enfuing. 
Years of their Leafe, fo that it will be neceffary to put them under proper 
ffeAnftifii&s with, tefped to this. Demai^, in cafe the prefcoi Farmers are 
7 continued. 


RMERS. SECURITIES, 

ud Sean Goviod,*) Kifnaunund Sircar, and 
Dofs, Vthe Farmers jointly and 

y Deffs. Jleparately. 


Com. Ret. z7th Aug, ,77s, 
4S«. 


fol. 4:6. 


Com. Ret. f 77e. 


479- 


481. 


4l». 


476. 


Ret. Conn 
fol. 70. 


Ret. Conf, 4th Jia. ,774. 

fol. 71. 

PRESENT et the Boerd, 
MelT. Heftuigi, Liwrell, 

Alderlry, Grehim, 

Dierrs, Lembcrt, 

Oeoilvtia. Venfiitert. 

fol. 7Z. 


Ret. Conf. ajth Mirch 1774. 

fol, 963. 


R^v. Conf. a6th April 1774. 

fol. ,073. 
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Conf. fi Mty 1774. 
foil 1405. 


fel. >409. 


• f«l, 1469. 
D«. 4 Oft. 1774. £»i. »6}3. 


»6}4. 

*Heretaror! oiled KilTen KaunI j 
and in oilier 1 ’lau.s, Caotco Baboo. 

Rev. Conf. *4 May 1774. 

fol, 14II9. 
and 1491. 

1491. 




Ret. Conf. 7 June 1774. 

M. 1659. 


* Compare this wiib the Orders 
of the Board, dated S4 May 1774. 

fol, 1497. 


fol. iC6a. 


Rev. Conf. 4 Oft. >774, 
fol. 2631, 

* NiirCdf, alist Ni.rfing Brhoo, 
aliK Kiflen Kaunt, alias Canloo 


2633. 
t fol. 2654. 




RfT. ConC sSth Oft. 1774, 
fol. 2697. 


continued. You dcHre tn^ Sentiments regarding the future Demand} whichp 
1 muft fay, I cannot give in Favour of the Farmers, as 1 really do not ^ink . 
them entitled to fuch Indulgence | far lam certmnt if tb^ muld bemrtlfy-ftt 
/« mark in tbe Bu/tnefs of improving tb 0 Farms^ in wbub J would rendtr tbm 
every jlffifiance^ tb^ would remove tbe Caufes of tbm Complaints in a very floor t 
TimCf and tbeir Lands would continue to improvt^ and yield them more than fuf- 
ficient Rents to anfwer tbeir Engagements to Government. But on tbe other 
Hand, whilft tbe bead Farmers continue in tbeir prefent difeontented Difptfltiont 
trujling entire^ to tbe ConduS and Reprefentations of tbeir inferior Agents, and at. 
the fame Time having no ether View than to be permitted to reUnquiflj tbeir Farms 
if they cannot obtain whatever exorbitant Demands tbty may Annually claim for 
DeduSlions, I It^ve it to you. Gentlemen, to judge what Dependence can be 
put upon them, during the Remainder of their Leafe. 1 am very forry to be 
obliged to remark to you, that from every Information 1 have procured, there 
docs not appear to have been any one Plan hitherto adopted by the Farmers 
Agents, for the Improvement of their Lands, by which they might have 
raifed an Increale and Profit to their Conftituents j but on the contrary, 
tbe fuppofed Increafe, which it is pretended tbty pay to Government (with muL 
tiplitd Additions of tbeir own) is divided ly them, and levied" on each Village 
in its Proportion, without paying ary Attention to the real State of its Cultiva^ 
tion." 

The 6th May 1774, the principal oftcnfible Farmer of Bifienpore and 
Patchcet becomes a Non-entity *, and Kiflhanund Sircar and Corderofs 
declare, that they arc the Perfons who have held the Farms of Bifienpore 
and Patcheet (for which Cantoo Baboo appears Security) in the Names of 
Gorachund Nundy, &c. They alfo report themfelves unable to manage 
them without the Security’s AfiTiftance, and requeft Permiffion to relin- 
quifii; which is granted, for the fame Reafons which induced the Board' 
to grant a fimilar Requeft to the Farmers of Beerboom 1 and which are 
ftated under Beerboom in this Narrative. 

The outftanding Balance for ihofe Two Farms at that Time was 
Rupees 1,98,683. The faid Perfons agree to give Bond to pay what Jhalt 
be deemed irrecoverable * in Three Tears j but are to be allowed in tbeir Ac¬ 
count what fhall be adjudged recoverable in Three Tears. 

The outftanding Balance of the DifiriA of Cootubpore is ftated at 
Rupees 41,038. No real Principal appears for Cootubpore 3 the a4th 
May tbe Name of Nurjmg Baboo is given to the Security of Cootubpore, &c. 
and all the Accounts ftated from this Period, are in the Name of 
Nurfmg*. 

The Accounts of Nurfing, and of the Zemindars, differ in tbe Amount 
faid to be due to him from the Diftrifts. 

Nurfing dedadls from the Grofs Amount collcfted, hisRuflum as Se¬ 
curity, Intereft of Money, Bacta, and Servants Wages; But the Board 
are of Opinion, that as he has been indulged in relinquilhing his- Engage* 
ments, he cannot be entitled to Rufium, nor to Intereft; becaufe his Sud 
der Payments were not made in Advance of his Moffuful Collcftions. 

The ad June 1774, MclTrs. Vanfiitart and Lewis informed the Gover¬ 
nor and Council, that they have called upon the Zemindars for the im¬ 
mediate Payment of the Balances due to Nurfing j and given Orders, that 
if any of them (hall negle6t to complete their Payments by the End of 
July, their Lands (hall* be foldj except in one Inftance, where the Ze¬ 
mindar is an Infant. 

The 7th June the Board direft the Superintendant of the Khalfa to 
demand the Balance due from Nurfing, but neverthelefs to receive any 
Repreielitations he might have to make for their Confideration. 

The zih Oftober 1774 the Superintendant reports, that the Mahcl 
Zamei. lobjefls to the Accounts, and declines paying the Demand; he alfo 
delivers in an Account Current. 

With this Account the Mahel Zamen prefents a Petition, and takes th£ 
Name of Kifshen Caunt*: But the Account is ftated in the Name of 
Nurfing "Baboo 

The Governor and Council advife the Council of Burdwan of NurOng’t 
Objeflions to the Zemindar*s Accounts, and dire6l them to be adjufted wuh 
the Zemindars. They reply, that there is no Agent on the Spot M 
prefent on the Part cA the Mabel Zamen, but when any one arriweiit' 
ftridl Examination (hail be made into his Objedions to the Adjuftment ^ 
his Accounts. . . 

The above Letter concludes the Proceedings of the, late Adminiftm^ott' 

3 upon 
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apoo l^is Suligeifl^ «xcept «Jb«t relates to re-ktting the Farms, which is 
noticed in its proper Place. 


Extrad; of a Minute from the Majority, dated 25th February 1773. - 

The Izadars, or Farmers, who occupy the Place of Zemindars, are in «»»• 

general Perfons taken from the Dregs of the People. The Banians of 
Calcutta, or People protefled by them, who take Farms at any Rate, 
depending on the Influence of their Maflers to fcreen them from the juft 
Demands of Government, provided their Farms fliould not prove an ad¬ 
vantageous Bargain. 

Thefe People, to make good their Engagements, extort the laft Anna 
from the Ryot i and when they can get no more, and their Mailer’s 
Influence is in the Wane, they fly, leaving a depopulated and insp<w«rllhed 
Country behind. To a Syllem which produces ihefe £iFe£ls,'theCbUfeof 
the Balances in Arrear may be truly im^ted. 

Large Dedudlions and Remiffions have been made in the Bundabooll 
of Dinagepore, Burdwan, and Midnaporei and we'are apprchenflve more 
may ftill be ncceflary in other DiftriOs. 


Narrative refpefiing Beerboom. 

It has been noticed, that Beerboom, Biflenpore, and Patchect, were, in 
November 1773, rendered Part of the grand Divifion, under the Provincial The couacU did not receive 
Council at Burdwan. xnfltuaion. tiu eth m., 

Prior to that Regulation, the DillriAs of Beerboom, Biflenpore, and 
Patchect, formed a diflind Colledlorlhip. 

Beerboom was one of thofc DiftriAs for which Mr. Harwell produced 
the Terms before mentioned. The Settlement was concluded in Auguft 
177a for 5 Years} viz. from 1179 to ti8|, at the fame Time with thofe 
of Biflenpore and Patchect. The Duan was recommended by Mr, Bar- 
well, and his Name was Ramcaunc Biflwas. 

In Mr. Bafwell’s Lilt of Farmers Names and Securities for Beerboom, rcv. conf. aoth au|. ,771, 

the Farms arc divided into Seven Hoodas or Lots. The Jumma of 47«. 

the largefl Farm was Rupees 1,27,583, as appears by the following 
Abftra£t: 


Namt of tfce Farmeri. 


Name, of tkeir Securitiea. 


Amount of tke 
Jumma for 117S. 


N* 1. Damgram Roy — 

а. Anadoyram Sing •— 

3. Ramkiflbre BilTwafs 

4. Bangbus Sing — 

5. Sedam Holdar — 

б. Ramkiflbre BilTwafs 

7. Ramgoy Roy — 


Lolla Gourdafs — — 

[Security to be given atl 
[ Beerboom — — 

Roopnarrain Choudry — 
Luckycaunt Dutt — 
Bulram Holdar — — 

Roopnarrain Choudry — 
Kiflcnchurn Byfaak — 


N. B. Upon the above Settlements the Farmers tgree to pay an 
Annual Increafe for Five Years} amounting in the Whole to 
Rupees 2,50,000. 


The DillriA of Coolubpore is included in the Lot, N* 4, and, together 
with fundry Diftridls, to the Amount in the Whole of 2,57,564, proves to 
have been One of the Farms of Cantoo Baboo, held for the Year x 179, and 
ending April 1773} but the Name of Cantoo Baboo is never mentioned in 
Mr. Barwell’s Statement, either as a Principal or Security. 

The Total Jumma of Beerboom for the Year 1179 was Rupees aui. 177*. 

7 » 44 ** 3 St and the Jumma of 1180 was 7,64,1351 but it appears, by Ac- *‘‘*’^* 
counts tranfmitted by Mr. Higgiofon, Colieftor of thofe DiftriAs, the 29th 

1774* that the Farmers of Beerboom were then in Arrears to the s„ ConC gtb Apru ,77 

Amount of Rupees 4,5^,380, of which Sum about 75,000 Rupees were ni Appendu »f urn om. 
rmmrtcd forthcoming. 

Six.. Com. Rip. IX. [ F ] 


The 
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&<«. Conr. 8th April t774< 
fol, 1034. 


All. 1031. 


* Vnte Pirinen. 
t » 034 * 


t toU J049> 


fol. 105*. 


fol. x«54. 


The head Farmers of Beefbootn are all reprefented tA Men of Property, 
and as Inhabitants of Calcutta. 

The Collector reports, notwithftanding the BaUnces appear fo confidcrable, 
that he has numerous Reprelentations from all Parts of the Diftridl, of the 
Exaiiions and ei;er CoUeBions of the Partners* Agents: That he has every 
Reafon to believe they have colledled more than the full Junima from the 
Ryots, and been guilty of the moft violent A£ts of Opprefllon. That 
the head Farmers reprefent the Lofles they are likely to fultain by the bad 
Conduft of their Agents and * Kitkinnadars} hut being all Men bf Property 
ke imagines tbs Board will f ultimate^ tall upon them for the Payment of their 
Balance. 

Annunderam Sing, Farmer of the Second Lot, complains of his Name 
beiiik taken as a Farmer without his Knowledge, which diftreft him great¬ 
ly } but that he was told by Ramcaunt BilTwas (the Dewan) that the Per- 
fon who had uled his Name was Farmer of another Hodda or Lot, and 
could not hold Two in the fame Name; that though his Name was ufed, 
he had no Concern in the Farm 3 and that it was a common Pradtice to 
take Farms under other Perfons Names, for one’s own Account. That feme 
Time afterwards the Duan informed him, the Hodda in qiieftion was be¬ 
come the Farm of Cantoo Baboo, though it dill remained in the Name of 
Annunderam Sing. 

Upon thefe Reprefentations, the Board fummon the head Farmers, and 
demand immediate Payment of the Balances due from them. The Farmers 
plead, in Excufe, the large Sums due to them from their Agents, and the 
Claims they have to Dedu£lions. 

The Board refer the Adjuftment of the Farmers Accounts to Mr. 
Graham, who is alfo to redify the Jumma •, and to inform the Farmers, 
that if they are defirous of holding their Farms for the Remainder of their 
Leafe, on fuch redbified Jummas they (hall enter into a frelh Obligation for 
that Purpofe 3 but at all Events the old Agents mud be removed. 


Xev. c«nr. 16th April 1774. The 36th April Mr. Graham reports, that he has endeavoured to bring 
All. i»8». the head F^irmers of Bcerboom to an Adjudment of their Accounts, but 
with little Succefs, owing to their Difpofltion to evade and procradinate, 
and to their being (enfible, that if they come to a Liquidation, confiderable 
Sums will be due from them. 

fol. 1x85. Mr. Graham concludes bis Report with obferving, that all the Farmers 
except one will requed to rclinquilh their Farms: That if they are fufiered 
to quit, the Jumma will be diminifhed 3 and if they remain in PoUelTion, 
the Confequence will be, Oppredlon of the Ryots, Defolation of the 
Country, and Accumulation of Balances from Year to Year, which in the 
End will exceed the fuppofed Diminution of the Jumma. 

That on Condition of relinquilhing, one of the Farmers agrees to eda-' 
r *u Wilh his Claims for Balances due from the Ryott 3 to transfer thofc Balances 

ft" ' indCMfy, ftf. to the Company, and.to difeharee the Remainder at Ihort Periods *. 

.nd7 june 1774, fol. Xhc Bosrd sppfovc Mr. Graham’s Mode of*Adjudment with the Farmer 

on. 26 A^pni ^4. ^ho dcfircs to quit, and with ihc Other who rctains his Farm. They with 
Reifons for pormittiag theFy. him to fettle with the Other Farmers upon the fame Plans 3 but judge it 
!hc[r’Farni».“"*"°” '** more advifeable to allow a Renter to quit his Farm, than to rifle the Confe- 

quences of forcing him to retain it. 

It appears by Letter of the Governor and Council, the lotli May 1774, 
that 3 Lots had been declared Khas 3 the other Two were not yet adj tided. 


Rev. Conf. 17 May 1774. 

fol. 1467. 


1469. 


roi. 1473. 

• Rtlini|iiiflicil by Farmen, and 
taken into the Handi of Govero- 
nent. 


Rev. Conf, at June 1774. 

fol. 1473. 


(■ Tbie la the Term ufed. 


The‘i7th May 1774, Mr. Graham reprefents the Difficulties of coming 
to Terms with the remaining Farmers. He confiders Nundeomar as in fait 
the pAmtr of the DiJtriB held in the Name of bis Nephew Bevy Ram Rey 3— 
fays, he promifes to fettle his Accounts , on the Arrival of his Gomadah, 
and in the mean Time agrees to pay 10,000 Rupees in Parc of luch 
Accounts. 

The ^oard declare the Jumma of the • Khds Lands has been almojl entirefy 
loft for want of Cultivation 3 and think they Ihould be redored, on rcalbnabk 
Conditions, to the difmifled Land Servants. 

The 12th June 1774, the grofs Balance outdanding from Bcertoom, 
for the Years 1179 and 80, or for the Two fird Years of the Leafe, is 
dated at Rupees 3,88,6613 Pan of which was called a Sufpenfe Aecottnt, 
to the Amount of Rupees 1,12,37 x J which reduced the net receivable Ba¬ 
lance to Sicca Rupees 3,66,389. 

« The 



Rer» Coat 19 Joty 1774, 
fol. 19x9. 
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the 14th July the Council at Burdwan acquaint the Governor 
and Council, that they have a very poor Profpcft of letting the Khas Lands 
On proper I'erxns ( but the a8th of July they advile, that. 

rBiflenporc is let for 3 Years, from 28 July 1774, for 
Part of t .Sicca Rupees 4,08,001. 

Cantoo Baboo’s e Patcheet, for 3 Years) viz. 1181 .51,200 

Farms ler. f 1182 54i50o 

L 1183 59*300 


165,000 


If the aggregate Amount to be received from thefe Two Farms in 
Three Years, be compared with the original Agreement, the Difference is 
Rupees 2,9^,529. 

The 23 Auguft 1774, Mr. Graham reports a reduced Jumma for the 
Farm, N* i, for which he had before confidered Nundcomar as the Princi¬ 
pal, though held in the Name of Damgram, or Devyram Roy. 

This Jumma is fettled at 95,000 Rupees per Annum for Three Years. 

The Board approves the Jumma, If the Amount to be received in Three 
Years be compared with what would have been received if the original 
Terms had been ftri£tly fulfilled, the Difierence is Sicca Rupees 1,40,249. 

The Dcduclions allowed this Farmer, in fettling his Accounts for the Two 
preceding Years, amount to Rupees 48,769. 

The iSch Augufl; 1774, the Council at Burdwan judged Annunderain 
Sing, the Farmer of Lot N* 2, in no Degree refponfiblc* for the Revenue •, 
and that the Duan, Ramcaunt BilTwas, f had fufiiciently fuffered by long 
Imprifonment. 

Scldam Holdar, the Farmer of Lot 5, being called upon for his Balance, 
reports his Ix>(rcs. Dedu6lions are made, and his Accounts adjufied. The 
Balance is ftated as reduced to Rupees 34,589 s but if this Sum be added 
to his Payments, and the whole Amount deduced from his original Agree* 
ment, the Difference is Sicca Rupees 53,852. 

The Council of Burdwan alfo agree to relet* him bis Farm for 87,000 
Sicca Rupees per Annum ; the Amount whereof, in Three Years, is lefs than 
would have been received on the original Agreement-by Rupees 1,21,000. 

The Board of Calcutta approve the above Proceedings. 

Koopnarrain Choudry, Security for the 6th Lot, is faid to have incurred 
a Balance of Rupees 43,217 1 but by adjufting his Account, in the Manner 
of Sedam Holdar’s, a Balance appears in his Favour of Rupees 36,846. 
The Board at Calcutta alfo approve the Proceedings refpcAing Roop* 
narrain Chowdry. 

The Council of Burdwan received Offers from upwards 77 petty Renters, 
for Lots a, 4, 6. 

The Amount collefted the preceding Year upon thofe Three Lots, ex- 
clufive of the Balance of the former Year, was Rupees 3,63,771 but the 
Offers for 1181 amounted to no more than Rupees 3,08,37gt and therefore 
were rejedked. 

Several inconfiderable Mhatoots were colleded by the Farmers, or their 
Agents in Beerboom, in the Year 1180, amounting to Rupees 38,782. 

The Accounts of feveral of the above Farmers and their Securities have 
been adjuRed by afeertaining, as nearly as could be done, the Amount 
which had been colle6led by their Agents in the Muffulil, and allow¬ 
ing them 10 per Cent, upon that Amount for their Expenccs. 

Rcfpedling the above Tranfadions, the late Prefident and Council write 
as follows : 

Extraft of Letter from the late Prefident and Council to the Court of 

Directors, dated 18th October 1774. 


Re*. CanIL i Aug. ,774. 

fol. 1,48. 
1149. 


Re*. Co»f. 13 Aufi ,774 
fol. 1311^. 


fol. a3t4. 




• fcl. *330. 

t He became the Famer, Se- 
coiity, or both, for thi, Farm, held 
ie the Name of Aoaoaderaia Siaa. 
*33». 


fol. *336. 

• N. B. Thil Agreement did 
^ploce.—-Tie Farm i«- 


fol. *349. 
fol, *341—234*. 


See Appendix to Re*. Conf. 
6 compared with Mr. 


Re*. Conf, 49 Sept. I774. 
fol. »S37. 


(Signed) Warren Hallings, 

, W. Alderfey, 

P. M, Dacres, 
James Lawrel), 

J. Graham, 

Gha' Dcntley.. 

4^'. ' The Farmer of Bccrbhooid aiidPatcheat having g^ily foiled 
m fuffilllng their Engagements, preferred CUmns for extravagant Deduc¬ 
tions, 
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tions, under a Variety Heads, ic appeared to us, that it would be more 
for the Inteteft of Government, and Welfare of the Country in general, to 
cancel their Leafes, chan to continue to colicfl: the Revenue, through 
their Channel, under all . the Difadvantages of their Mifmanagement 
on the one Hand, and their endlefs Claims for Deduflions on the 
other. It became neceflary, however, to obtain a Knowledge of the aAual 
ColleAiona they had made from the Ryots, for the Purpofe of adjufting 
their Accounts, and to attend to the Encouragement of the Cultivation and 
Receipts of the new Year’s Rents, to prevent the Country and the future 
Revenue from fulFering by their negli^nt or oppreflive Management, and 
the Anticipation of the CoIleAions. 

With thefe Views, as it was neceflary alfo that thefe Services fhould be 
executed by a Perron that might be qualiikd afterwards to convey the 
requifire Information, both to us and the Provincial Council of fiurdwan, we 
deputed Mr. Higginfon to Beerbhoom, in the Beginning of March, with 
Orders to effeA thefe Objects, and repair to hit Station at Burdwan, when 
he (hould be fummoned by that Council. 

In confequence of the Lights acquired from Mr. Higginfon’s Correfpon* 
dence, the Accounts of Two of the Farmers of Beerbrom and Farmers of 
Patcheat were, with much Labour and Pains, adjuded in Calcutta, as were 
thofc of the remaining Farmers of Beerbhoom by the Council of Burdwan j 
but as to enter into a Detail of the whole Progrefs and Circumftances of 
thefe Adjullmencs, would fwell this Letter beyond all Rounds, we mud beg 
Leave to direA your Attention to the feveral Proceedings noted in the Mar¬ 
gin i only obferving here, that in fettling thofe Accounts, every Regard was 
paid to the Rights of Government chat Circumftances would admit. 

The Council of this DiviHon having now aflcmbleci at their Station at Bard- 
wan, as the Refult of the above Adjultments, Two of the Farmers of fieerb- 
hoom refumed the Management of their Lands, for the remaining I'hrec Years 
of the original Bundabuft, upon a new Settlement and Leafe ; the Condi¬ 
tions of wnich were rendered fo expreft and perfpicuous, as to preclude all 
Poflibility of future Pleas for obtaining Dedudlions. The remaining 
Hoodas (or Dtvifions) of the Diftrifls of Beerbhoom continue for the pre- 
fent Year unfarmed, under the immediate Management of the Naib at 
Beerbhoom, and the Superintendanee of the Council at Burdwan t as ic 
appeared more for the Intereft of Government to keep them upon this 
Footing, than to re-farm them for the low Offers that were tendered in 
confequence of the Advertifemenr, although every Means was ufed to en¬ 
courage Bidders, by expodng the f'arms either in large or fmall Lots, 

A new Settlement alio took place of the Diftrfels of Btflienpore and 
Patcheat, on Terms which we think eligible and advantageous for Go¬ 
vernment : And in granting the Leafes for thefe, the fame Regard has 
been paid to the Conditions, fo as to preclude all pretended and ill-found¬ 
ed Claims for Deduftions. 


SUMMARY refpeding Cantoo Baboo’s Farms. 

In 1772, Mr. Haftings* Friend, Cantoo Baboo, in Poffeflion of Farmi 
i,7« - "”’5,57,*99 A to the Annual Amount of Rupees 5,57,299. 

*'79 - ^ In 1772-3, the Rent is only Rupees 5,13,273. but ic was toincreafeio 

DiffcRnte 4^016 ” the fuccecding Years. 


CollcAed in 1178 5s5i|8io 

- 1 c The Amount collefted in 1772 is Rupees 5,51,810. 

The aggregate of the aftual Colleftions of the I'wo next Years, com- 
nsCtollsU pared wiui the Sum colleded in 1778, falls Ihort Rupees * 1,16,883. 

— 9 .S «.737 


• Rc,.co«r.»M„ch,775. During the Absence 6f Mr. Haftings from the Prefidency in 177a, 
A cootubf«ore^“‘ ‘“’V 6 Cantoo Baboo bcoime Security for other Farms to the Amount of 

B. ‘ BlOenpore ~~ f jlilso RupCCS ♦ 8,20,359. 

C. Pitchftt — 1.09.949 

In January >774 he is permitted to withdraw his Security. 


Orlgtoil Amonatfbr } Ycari t 

D. Bifleapon - 4,s*,8j<» 

B. Pitchett _ x.^.994 

Annual Rent ' 9.ta.844 

ThiMYunRcBi 16,^8.971 


Two of Cancoo’f Farim bare been relc^ and the aggregate Lds for the 
Remainder of the conparfd with the orq^inal Agreenvnit » Eu- 
pees 2t99t5*9* 




9 m 
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*wv 

BiSenotili iwwtalfiv iMct 
Rmm *— 

Ru^ One Farm remains KhAs, to the Amount of Rupees 2,57,554} and the 

M Jumma of the Kh&rLands alraoft entirely • lolt for want of 

tiSiSicuL^ - 5i.*M Cultivatioa, 

iiS» •» — J 4 ,S«> 

ai «3 — — y- 3 «> 

» 3 .» 9 i «>3 


• Re» Conf. 
17 Miy 1774. 
fol. 1475. 


Cantoo Baboo’s Accounts are not finally adjulled f} therefore the Abate* t Since writirg thie 
ments made to him in the Rents of Farms relinquilhed, cannot be exactly F>»t»ph, > pyicuUr 

• . * * Account ot Juminot 

afcertained. RemUfiom, end b,. 

lincei, hive been k> 
ceivcd, and the Snnif 
remitted are Aated at 
Rupeei 1,14,194. 


EXTt^ACT of Fort William Revenue Confultations, dated 12th July 1774. 


PRESENT, foi.,9C9, 

Warren Haftiogs, 

William Aldertcy, 

P. M. Dacres, 

James Lawtell, 

John Graham, 

Nicholas Grueber. 


As it appears from this Statement, from the Office of the Canongoes, that the Right of private 
Property, in the Zemindary Baharband, has long become extindl} and that Locknaut Nundee, 
the Perfon who now folicits the Grant of it, is a Man of Subftancc and Credit} 

Refolved, That Sunneds be made out, invefting him with the Zemindary accordinely; and 
Agreed, That the Provincial Council of Dinagepore be advifed thereof in the following Letter: 

To William Lambert, Efquire, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dinagepore. 

Gentlemen, 

Having thought proper to invefl: Locknaut Nundee with the Zemindary of Baharbund, we di> 
n6t that you do put him in Pofieffion thereof whenever his Agent Iball appear for that 
Purpofe. 

Wc are, See. ' , 

Fort William, 
the 12th July 1774.' 
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extract ^theGenecal Letter from Bengal, dated the 20th November 1775.' 

Par. i6, yX 7 £ have promifed to the Board of Trade, for the Inveftment of the enfuing Seafon, 75 
Lacks of Rupees) which, added to the Amount of their Import Sales, which we 
compote at between 6 and 7 Lacks, and the Balance of Goods of this Year’s Provifion, will be fuf* 
ficient to pay all thair Factory CharMs, arid enable them to prepare an Inveftment as large as we 
have any Reafon to exp^ Tonnage for. 

... ay: The Board of Trade have-propofed to us Aindry Regulatwns to be eftablilhed at their Com. 
.msicUl Fa£bries, which we have adopted with very little Variation*} they relate chiefiy to the ConduA 
' 0f; their Agents towards the Weavers, and the Subjedion of both to the Countiy Couits. We 
jffiaH mention one ArticW becaufe it appears of greater Confequence than the reft—That Wea< 
Su. Com; Rep. IX. [Gj vei> 
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W8 in the Employment of the Company, who receive Advencei from Individuali,^ 4 w uoablr 
to fulfil their Engagement* with them, fiiould only return the principal Sum ad»t!iced> akd not be 
compel labk either to deliver Clothi or pay any Intereft upon it. 

a 8. The Difeoungement ftom nudtlng any Advance*. w.thfrCfmpjmy’ii Weaecw^corniined^ in 
this Article, appekrin^in. a Marnicf eonneAed widi* and. aoidbpaiiCstOv your Orders, for piohibitiog. 
private Merchants from trading in any of the Articles compofing yotic foveftment, until it ihpeld be 
compleated, we thouglu; it proper to include the Article in the Tame Publicatiei»,.as w« conceived th« 
Jnveftment never to be at a Stand, beeauih Advances are made and Goods receivcdkU.the Year round. 
We thought it right, before we iflued the Publication, to eOnfult the Boaid of) Trade upon the 
Propriety of inferring the above Provifion v which in this Cafe feemed to htdd ottfon Advantage to 
Individuals which .they could, never enmy. hiowever, a» that Boasd were of Opinion that tlia 
^viflon Ihould noc> hie ooRCted, we e^fed itettbviafertad according)to you* Diredlions^ 
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£X TR AC T of the Compapy’s General Letter to Bengal, dared tyth March iy6^ 

Par. 30. '^Otwithftanding there is no Branch, of our Trado which we more ardently wife to extend 
than that of Raw Silk, we cannot tlnnk of effedling it by any Meafures that may be 
oppreflive to the Nacives, or an Infringament of that Frecdooo,. Security, and Felicity^ we would 
wife them to enjoy under our Government and l^oteclion. We would not therefore have any 
compulfory Methods taken to increafe the Number of Silk Winders; but we think this might be 
cfie^cd in fuch a Way as would make their Advantage coincide with ours ^. we mean, by incre’afirig 
their Wages, ib as to make their Monthly Allowance greater thaa that of a D^. Labourer or com¬ 
mon Workman in any other Bufinefs, which we fold it is at preient far feort of •, and in particular 
we would have^ou endenvour to induce the ManufaAurers of Wrought Silk to quit that Branch, 
** and take to the Winding of Raw Silk.” 

31. We would have you give fuch Encouragement to the Cultivation of the Mulberry Plant, as' 
fo make it more general through the Bengal Province. One obvious Means occurs for this. Bur- 
pofe i which is, to allow itich a Dedu^ion in the Rents of the Lands as an planted.Rith. this Shwlv 
as a Bouncy for raifing, as will make it a more profitable Culture than that of any ocher AicicJe. 
Many ocher Expedients may be found, tes promote and extend this Branch of the Invcftment, which 
mull be left to your further Enquiries and Experience, and which may certainly be fince 

the Produce of Raw Silk feems at prefent confined to particular Spots, though it is evident that 
almoft any Soil or Air will agree, both with the Cultivation of the Mulberry Fnnt and Breeding of 
Worms, which wc ftronnly enjoin you to attend to. 

M. In the Purchafe of the Silk from the firft Hands, wc recommend you to “ give an increafed 
“ Price, if necefiary, lb as to take that Trade out of the Bands of other Merchants and rival 
•* Nations.” 

33. It appears by your Confultations, 17th April 1758, an Agreement was made with all the 

Merchants of Gofli^uzar, to pievenc the Surdars (or Heads of the Silk Winders) from winding 
o(F Silk in their own Houfes, which was attended with many Frauds and Abufesj this Regulation 
feems to have been produdive of very jgood Effefts, particularly in bringing over the Winders, 
who were formerly fo employed, to work in the Faffories. Should this Prc^ice, through Inatten¬ 
tion, have been fullered to take place again, it will be proper to put a' Stop to it, which may now 
be more eifeiftually done, by an ablblute Prohibition, under fevere Penalties, by the Authority of the 
Government. . ’ 

34. Many Complaints have from Time to Time bimi ma^, of the Inequality and frequent 

Breaks in the Threads of the Bengal 9 lks. To prevent thefe Defeds, as well as to Ihorten the La¬ 
bour and leflen the Ejiq)ence of ib many fuccefeve Operations, as the Silk palfes through to the State 
in which wc receive it, the moft dibble Improvement would be to have ft wound off at once 
from the Cocoons into Skains, of fuck Quality and Dimenfions as may fit it for the European Markets, 
after the Manner of China and Itafian ^w ffilk. This has btem Often recommended, atiempied, 
but the Succefs hitherto, has notbetfe^h as to give much R 60 m to hope for any Quantity ma- 
nufadured in that Way. We can eafily codCeivr the Diliittrftica which rmtft attemf mi V>. 

change the general and eftabliferd Pradice* of the Cbuntry, irMidi^ feadh us to bepe^ jgreitev Ad- 
vansq^ by improving upon the Methods already in Ufe. 

35. Wc are informed that an Order *as Obtahivd u» the Tear 17585 from the mAob^ 

all the Cuttanees (or thofe who wind the Cdcoont) (6 work onfy-witbrllhellri cudMBle 

the Reels to the feme Dimenfions ai the Nei^hbocirlwkPbf 
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wind off«of iSilk in each SkOln, fufficlei||t.^ piereiK the Threads from icMnitiog or be* 
idg eOMt^^ In.tKe Coi^ite ftom Place to Plaof^; fm, to tie.the Knot in the Middle iotead of 
the £1^ which U the .Prai^cc with the Luckypdoc 'aAAioihc! fine Putney. Thii Regulation^ we 
untolbAid; <M not eff^uel^Fv take, place, by Rea£>iofi:he.^ 3 ^t.of proper Authority to enforce ic» 
aad Oi^'^ofes, which we fumofe would not haye the-lime lofloeiicc at this Time. We conceive 
thac-lbch an Injundloa would contribute exceedingly to prevent the Defe£bs ariGng from the firft 
Windii^ off the Silk i and recommend it to the Attention and Jfudgmeot of the Chief and Council 
of Coffitnbusar. 

36. Being fatisfied that Mr. John Cbamkr, whom we formerly recommended to be employed in. 
faperintending this Branch, ia vary well qualified to render us. good Services thercan, we have, in 
order to encourage him to give hu foie Attention to this Bufiners, thought proper to fettle upon 
him the fame Appointments at the late Mn Wilder enjoyed^ which are tp be paid in Bengal, and 
were as follows: A. 400 per Annum for Salary t 10 per Month for Subfiftence, and in lieu of 
Diet Money \ to have a fuitable Apartment provided for hl.m wherever he lhail be refidentAnd 
you are likcwife to dilcharge fuch Expences as he may incur by his proceeding from Place to Place, 
on the Company’s Buflneisi 

37. Mr. Jofeph Pouchon having ^ven us Proofs of his Knowledge in' the Management of the 
Raw Silk Inveftment, you are Itkewife to continue to employ him in foperintending this Branch,, 
under Mr. Chamier, and for his Servic.es therein you are to allpt him fuch Salary and Allowances 
as you may judge adequate to his Merits. 

38. Thefe Gentlemen are to proceed to the Fa^^ories.and Aurungi where Raw Silk is produced, 
ttid continue there fo long as may be neceffary for inftru&mg the Winders and others employed ia 
this Bufinefs, as was done by the late Mr. Wilder. You are to give them every AIfi fiance they 
may want, for profecuting their Meafures for the Improvement of the Filature of the Silk, and En> 
creaieof the Worms, See, fo far as they appear diipble to youi forwarding to us your Correfpon- 
denee on this Subjed. 


4i 
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Mr. H t K C H M A Evidence cm Bengal Trade. 

^HOMAS t^inchman, Efquire, befog then examined, was afleed, How long he refided in 
Bengal ? to pihich he faid, Between 15 and 16 Years.—Being a(ked, In what Concern he was 
moftly employed? he faid. He was firit Affiffanc in the Secretary’s Office at Calcutta j after that, 
Afliltant at the FaAory of Coffimbuzar, and tor the lafl; Ten Years was Refident at the Com¬ 
pany’s Faftory at Mauldha.>»Being aiked, Whether-he knows any-thing of the Method of pro- 
vidmg the Company’s InvcibnenC before cheAcduifidon of the Territorial Revenues? he faid, 
Certunly: He drived in India the Year the Dewannec was granted to the Company, and as he 
has been in the Commerdal Line, he often made Enquiries into the different Modes of provid¬ 
ing the Inveftment before the Conraany’a Acquifidon of the Territories.—Being aiked. To 
what Objeft of the Inveftmenc thofe Enquiries extended i he faid, To every Objedk of the Inveft¬ 
ment. 

Being then aiked, What are his Obfervations on the Traide of that Country, as to Increafe or 
Decline,'ftnee he firft knew it f he faid, Certainly that the Trade of the Country has gr^y de¬ 
clined i there ia not fo confidcrable an Export from Calcutta as there was Fifteen Years ago, nor 
is the Trade fo conftderable in the interior Provinces, by way of Benares, as it was formerly.— 
Being aiked. Whether the Quantities of Manuft^ures made in the Countjy have not declined, as 
wttt u the Trade ? he laid, He imagines it hat declined in Proportion to the Decline of 
Trade, 

Befog.then aiked, What is his Opinion of die Caufos of this Decline ? he faidj He looks upon 
the Increaft of Cotnpany’s Inveftments to be one Caufe, becaufe the Merchants who came to 
purchafo Goods, finding that they were difappoinced, were obliged to feek for the Goods that 
they were in want of from other Placet; forInftance, it is well known that the Trade between 
ike Ma^bar Qqaft and Bengal has confiderably fallen off, and that the Merchants on that Side of 
Ihdia h«ve carried dudr Cotton, wfoch is their moft principal-Article, to China, and brought Re- 
iurna of Raw Silk, whi<fo was the grand Staple of Bengal, and which they uftd to be fupplied 
intlil^ BenfthLas;weB'bir Land aabv Sed. ■ 

then aiked, Whetlter,tifo.Cm^\^i«iployrng the Ma«<dW$uterS for their Inveftment, 
fo ^ to leave Supply'dfoiheiq, does' not indicate that the 

not leffened, but is oaiy>niMifoiTed«a> other HMiw>?' he faid, He thinks that the Com- 
0 < pony's 
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pany*8 employing the Maniifa6liir?rs has tended to the D^ppoinii^cnt of private Metch^ntl'itt 
their tifual Purchafcs, and thait being difappointed, they jikve libtVcturried to the fahie Market, 
which has bcert a greater Prejudice to the C6unt;»^ ^atj 'that Increafc which ^as taken place ir>' 
the Company’s Invcftments has been beneficial to lit j 'that befidra’Ib'me Goods which, the Mer¬ 
chants from the other Side of India brought in^oBi;rtgal, they likewife brought Specie, whiqh was a 
continual Addition to the Wealth of the Provinces j whereas the Company only purchafe their *In- 
veftments with the Revenues they colleft. ' ‘ 

Being afkcd, Whether the Countries of Oude and of the Rohillas are in a flourilhing Situation > 
he faid. He never was in any Part of thofe Countries* bat he has heard from common Report 

that they arc in a declining State, and npt fo flonrHhing as in the Time of Sujah Dowlah_Bcinir 

alkcd. Whether there was not aTradc darried ofrfrom the Lo<^/er Provinces of Bengal to thofeUpper 
Provinces ? he faid, Always a very cpnfideraMi one.—Being then alkcd. Whether that Trade is w 
confidcrable as it was formerly ? he faid, Hd believes not j the State of that Trade has been often ■ 
affedled by the Orders that have been iffued by the Government of Calcutta.—Being alkcd, Of what 
Nature were tJiofe Orders ? he faid. Laying Rcftriftiohs, and he believes Prahibitions, upon fome Part 
of that Trade, and which has been prqudicial; but that thofe Reftri(fliohs,have, during Mr. Haf- 
tings’sGovernment, been removed.—Being alkcd, Whetker the Trade has revived in confequ'ence > 
he faid. In fome Degree.—Being alked. To wHat he attributes its not reviving intirely ? he laid. He 

Ihould fuppofe principally to the Troubles which have been in the upper Parts of the Country_ 

Being alkcd. Whether there was not formerly a confidcrable Trade from Bengal to the Coaft of 
Coromandel and China, as well as to tne Molucca and Sunda Iflands ? he faid. To the Coaft of 
Coromandel there was always a confidcrablc'Trade in Grain, and the Returns were made in Salt ■, 
fome of the Manufafturcs of Bengal,' as wdl as the Raw Silk, ufed to be carried to the'Coaft of 
Coromandel, but not to his Knowledge, in fo much that can be faid to amount to a very confi- 
dcrablc Trade. The Trade from Bengal to the Eaftward confills principally in Ophiuin, which 
has continued with little Variation much the fame for many Years. 

Being alked. Whether he thinks, that for the fuccefsful Provifion of the Company’s 
inveftment it is nccelTary to allow Commercial Agents an Authority fuperior to that of 
Other Merchants ? He laid. Yes •, and that they could not carry on the Bufinefs of 
the Company properly without fuch Authority. — Being then alked, What Difficulty pre¬ 
vents the Company (who muft always have a greater Weight of Money to carry to 
Market than private Merchants) from providing their Goods with equal, if not fupt rior 
Succefs ? he faid. The Magnitude of the Company’s Purchafcs makes it impoffible, m his 
Opinion, for their Agents to’conduft their Bufinefs with Advantage, if they are oblige*d, upon 
every little Difference with a Manufafturer, to apply to a Court of Juftice to have fuc’h Dif¬ 
ference brought to a Hearing j there muft be a Power lodged with the Chief or Rcfident to call 
the Manufafturers to Account, or the Bufinefs could never be got through_Being alkcd. Whe¬ 

ther fuch a Power in Commercial Agents does not create a divided Authority, which may throw 
Confufion into the Affairs of the Revenues and Adminiftration ? he faid. It may; but he does hbt 

fee how it can be remedied while the fame Syftcm of providing the Inveftment continues,_ Being 

then alkcd, Whether a Mode might not, in his Opinion, be purfued of providing the Company’s 
Goods by Contraft or by ready Money Purchafesi which might render fuch an Authority as he 
deferibes unneceffary ? he faid. No Doubt there might; he believes Merchants in Calcutta would 

be ready to contraft with the Company for the Whole of their Invcftments_Being alkcd, What 

then has prevented fo beneficial a Plan from being introduced ? he faid. It is not in his Power to 
—Being alked, Whether the Manufactures atMauldha did not improve during his Refidency there ? 
he faid. He thinks the Quality was preferved, during the Time he was rcfident there, much the 
fame as he found it.—Being alked. Whether the Quality of Goods in general has not declined in 
Bengal of late Years ? he faid. He has underftood fo.—Being alked, Whether the Weavers in ge¬ 
neral are not a Clafs of People well inclined to Induftry, if treated with Mildnefs and Juftice ? hf 
faid. The People in general throughout Bengal are of a timid Difpofition, and not only the Wea¬ 
vers, but moft Ranks of People arc induftrioully inclined if they find Encouragement.'—Being 
alked. Whether he has known Inftanecs of Weavers deferting the manufacturing Towns where they 
refided, and take Refuge in Diftrifts where they might expeCt better Treatment ? he faid, Xcs, 
he has known a few Inltances of thciKind, but not fo much as to be prejudicial to the ManufaC;- 
tures of the Place in general.—Bein^alked, Whether he does not conceive that it is a general Prin¬ 
ciple, applicable to the St*«e of, Bengal as to every other Country, that Opennefs of Trade, and 
Freedom ofCompetitionamorigft Merchants and Manufacturers, muft tend to theProfperityofTrade 
and general Benefit of the Countiy Lhc faid. He is certainly of that Opinion every Refolutiori or 
Monopoly that he has been Witnefij -to during the Time he refided in Bengal, has proved pertH*- 
cious to the Country and its Commerce.-r-Bcing alkcd. Whether he thinks the Trade carried oh 
by the French and Dutch in Bengal, beneficial to that Country i he faid. It certainly is, arid-the 
more fo the more extenfive it can be rendered.rs-Being alkcd. Whether he thinks that the Eaft "In¬ 
dia Company can, by itfclf, carry on the whole Trade of Bengal without Prejudice to thjri*r6fpe- 
rity of the Country and its pwn :Rev;fn\^ 9 % he &id. He thinks they-cannot i The PurQiafi^ of 
Foreign Companies and of p^ivate‘; 5 .dycotq^en»l both- for the Markets of India and of Eur^e/ ^ 
much beyond the Means of the Compahyito dogrofs to themfehres. < ♦. ;iSUi- 

RAW SILK.—^Bcing alked, whether he is acouainted with thc Manner of providing the In¬ 
veftment of Raw Silk? he faid, Yesj it was Part of the Bufinefs of his Office.—Being alkcd. What is 
9 the 
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the Manner of proceeding in procuring that Article for the Company ? he faiJ, Sometime''; by 
Contraft, and fometimes by Agents, at the Company’s Rifque.—Being alkcd, Whetlicr the CDiiiiLi y 
People are obliged to fell to the Company’s Contractors or Agents ? he faid. No, the R.’w ^'lik 
Trade is an open Trade; any Perfon that plcafes may come and buy it.—Being alked, Whetlur 
it is fo in Faft ? he faid, There is a great Deal of private Trade carried on in tlie Raw Silk.— 
Being aiked, Whether People do come to Market exaCtly upon the fame Terms with the Com¬ 
pany ? he faid. They do not, becaufe the Company arc always very largely in Advance to the 
Ryots and Manufacturers.'—Being afked. Whether thefe Ryots and Manufacturers are permitted 
to fell while the Company is thus in Advance to them, and to pay them from the Produce of 
fuch Sales ? he faid, No; the Company never receive Money back from the Perfons they h.tve 
made Advances to, they receive only Goods; and if the Perfon receiving the Advances is not 
able at one Time to deliver the Value of what he has received in Advance, then that (lands o/cr 
to the next Seafon; and there is an Obligation on fuch Ryot or ManufliClurer to deliver Goods 

to the Value of the Company’s Money in Hand, before he fells to any other Perfon.-Being 

alkcd. Who fettles that Value ? he faid. It is fettled by the general Price of Silk in Market, 
in the fame Manner as with regard to Ophium: Undoubtedly the Company’s Refident, being the 
greateft Purchafer, muft have an Influence in determining the Price, and there is often 
great Difliculty in fettling it.—Being alked. Whether the Raw Silk has always been open to a free 
Market? he faid. From the Year 1765 to the Year 1769,- he has heard Complaints of the 
Silk Trade being reftrained; and a particular Enquiry was made, during the Government of Mr. 
Vcrelft, into this SubjeCl; and from that Period there have been, at feveral different Times, Or¬ 
ders iffued to take off fuch RcftriClions.—Being idked, Whether the Mode of purchafmg Silk is 
chiefly by ContraCl with the Native and European Merchants, or by Agency on the Parc of the 
Company ? he faid, By both; but he fhould fuppofc it rather more by Contraft than by Advances. 
—Being afked. How the Agent is paid for the Agency? he faid, By Monthly Salary.—Being 
alkcd. How much that Salary amounts to? he faid. The Salaries vary according to the Sum of 
Bufinefs that is entrufted to them.—Being afked. If there is any Dcdudlion in giving the 
Advances to Contradlors, or to Cultivators, or in receiving the Silk from them in Payment ? he 
faid. None, that he knows pf, by the European Agents; but the Native Banyans and Gomaflahs 
have an Advantage of that Kind.—Being afked. What it may amount to ? he faid, Never more 
than One Anna, or of a Rupee, and frequently Icfs, as they can agree.—Being afked. Whether 
they receive it upon the Advances, or upon the delivering of the Silk ? he faid. Whatever they 
receive, they dedudl from the Advance.—Being afked. Whether there is any thing taken at the 
Delivery ? he faid. Only a fmall Overplus in Weight.—Being afked. If he knows what Salaries 
the principal European Dealers in that Commodity, for the Company, have ? he faid. The Chief 
of Coflimbuzar, who is the Principal, and a Member of the Board of I’rade, has about 1,200 Ru¬ 
pees a Month; and the Gentlemen employed at the fmaller Faftories have 500 Rupees a Month. 
—Being afked, Whether the Gentlemen who arc concerned in that Article of Tr.adc for the Com¬ 
pany, trade therein on their own Account? he faid, Y«, they do.—Being afked, If they proceed 
with regard to the Advances made by theipfelvcs, in the fame Manner that is ufed in the 
Advances made by the Company ? he faid. Yes, 
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EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 23d March 1770. 

Par. 25. TVAR' Wifs, one of the Perfons whom, according to our Letter of the 31ft January 
laft, we have engaged for the Improvement of your Raw Silk Inveflment, and is 
hlmfelf a very capable Manufafturer, is to be Rationed at Commcrcolly, or the principal Silk 
Aurung, as (hall appear mod conducive to ourintcreft; and the Four Italians, who are abfolutcly 
engaged to ferve under Mr. Wifs, mull accompany him for that Purpofe. 

26. Mr. Robinfon, allb entertained in the fame Branch, is to refide at Rungpoor, or wherever 
clfc you fhall deem his Services therein may be bell exerted; but as he has not himfelf been able 
to procure any Reelcrs, and if he fhall be difappointed of One or Two Flands expefted foon from 
Italy, Care muft: be taken to provide him with fomc of the bell Workmen that can be picked up 
in the Country, to be inftrufted by him until we can fend to his Affiftance, by the firft: Ship of 
next Seafon, fome Italians whom we have given Direftions to be engaged to ferve in the Filature, 
to be by him eftabUfhed; and in the mean Time you are to direft, that when Mr. Wifs fhall have 
qualiHed fome of the Natives as Reelers, according to his Method, that he do fupply a fuffi- 
aent Number of them to be fent to ahd employed under Mr. Robinfon : In a Word, we expeft 
and require that'^oirfarnifh him with the beft Alliftance the Country is capable of affording. 
Sat. Com. Rep. IX. [ H ] and 
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and that Meflrs. Wifs and Aubert can fpare for his proceeding in this Bufinefs, until he receives 
the Italians propofed to be fent as abovementioned. 

27. Mr. William Aubert, with whom you have been alfo acquainted, proceeds, for the like Pur- 
pofe, and on the fame Footing, as Meflrs. Wifs and Robinfon, is to be ftationed at another principal 
Silk Aurung, with’the Three Foreign Afliftants he brings with him, and who lhall not, as men¬ 
tioned in the preceding Paragraph, be appointed to ferve under Mr. Robinfon; to whom alfo it is 
efpccially direfted, that he do fpare fome of the Natives as foon as they fliall be qualified in the 
proper Manner of Reeling, in the fame Manner as Mr. Wifs is before direfted to do, that Mr. 
Robinfon may be the better enabled to conduct his Filature, until he obtains the Italian AlSiftants 
propofed to be fent fur him next Seafon. 

a8. No Time is to be loft in fending the above Three Perfons fevcrally after their Arrival, 
without one waiting for another, to the Places of their Deftination, in order that they may make 
the neceflary Difpofitions, and prepare tlic proper Buildings and Apparatus, for entering upon 
their refpeftive Filatures, as early in the Seafon as pofiible. 

29. They are each to rcfide at different Places, in order to encourage a Spirit of Emulation : 
And as it is extremely material to this valuable Article of our Trade, that the Method of fpinning 
or drawing the Silk, as jiraftifed at Novi, and propofed to be eftablilhed by thefe Artifts, fliouKl 
be entirely adopted tJiroughout the whole Country, they muft, as foon as the Natives are fuffi- 
ciently inftrudUd to work under a proper Overfecr at any Aurung, proceed to different and dif- 
tant ones, to conduft other Filatures, until that Method Ihali be compleatly and univerfally 
eftablilhed. 

30. Meflrs. Wifs, Robinfon, and Aubert, arc fo fufficiently Mafters of the Bufinefs they have 
undertaken, for the Improvement and Extenfion of the Silk Manufadhire, that we do not fee it 
neceffary at nrefent to give any further Inftruftions on the Subjedt, than to recommend that they 
be in general diredlcd to wind the Silk in the fame Manner as is done in Novi, as clean as pof- 
fible, and the Threads to be drawn off, not lefs than Eight or more than Eighteen Cocoons, 
marking on the Outfulc of each Bale, and on" a Ticket to be enclofcd therein, the Number of 
Cocoons, and the Name of the Superintendant under whofc Dircdlion it is wound ; and we cfpe- 
cially infift on a pundtual Obfervation of this Rule. 

jt. At the Inftance of Mr. Robinfon we have agreed to pay here Yearly for his Father's 
Ufe; you are therefore to dedudt that Sum annually out of the Stipend to be allowed him for his 
Services, as mentioned in our Letter, dated the 31ft January laft. 

32. Anthony Broche, Anthony Barguier, and John Peter Aigoin, who proceed on the Morfe, 
are engaged as Reelers of Silk, from Nifmes, in Languedoc, to ferve under Mr. William Aubert, 
at the Salary of Forty Pounds Sterling a Year each, to commence from the ift February laft, 
and arc to be paid the Amount of their Travelling Charges from Nifmes to Bengal, (which ha^ 
been done here) and back to Nilities, at the End of Five Years from their A nival in Bengal, if 
they Ihould not thoofe to remain any longer in India; they are alfo to be paid I-Ioufe Rent, and 
Charges of travelling from Place to Place in India, and £. 15 a Year is to be dediidtcd from the 
Allowance of Apthony Broche and Anthony Barguier i to be paid here for tite Ufe of their Fami¬ 
lies. Copy of the Contraft they have entered Into, is cnclofcd in the faid Ship’s Packet and you 
muft not omit by every Opportunity to acquaint us, whether thefe People, and thofc who accom¬ 
panied Mr. Wifs, arc living, and remain in our Service. 

33. We have alfo entertained James Demarin, an ingenious and flillfxil Mechanic, at the Salary 
of 50 a Year, to-comnwRce from the ift Inftant; in every other rcrpecl; he is to be upon the 
Footing of the 'Phree before-mentioned Workmen, and to be employed under Mr. Aubert, Tub* 
jeft to your Orders, in conftrudling Engines to be ufed in the Filatures. 

34. We have purchafed of Mr. Aubert Two Models of Machines to be ufed in the winding 
of Silk, which are invoiced by the Morfe 5 he is to have the Benefit of their Ufe, until he lhall 
have given Specimens of his Abilities as an Artift in the Manufafture of the Silk, to be fent here, 
which lhall be wound under his Diredtion} and afterwards thofc Models arc to be communicated 
to Mfffrs. Wifs and Robinfon, that they may provide themfelves with the like, if they lhall be 
found advantageous; and they are conftantly to remain in your Cuftody, at the Prefidency, 
where the faid James Demarin is to be employed in making the neceffary Apparatus for the Silk 
Works, which, when compleaced, he is then to ferve wherever you lhall think proper. 

39. We have taken into Confideration the Cafe of Mr. Barwcll, late Refident at Bauleah i 
and although we concur with you in Opinion, that Mr. Barwcll has been cvafive in his Anfwera 
to the Queries of the Board of Coiiimbuzar, which it was his Duty to have anfwered plainly 
and fullyi and wc dilapprove .his making new Regulations for condudting the Inveftmcnt, 
without confulting the Chief and Council, or immediately acquainting them thereof j yet, as wc 
do not find that Mr. Harwell has in any Refpeft aded unfaithfully towards us, we are of Opinion 
he Ihould not have been removed from his Rcfidency at Bauleah, efpecially as we wilh Seniority 
in our Service may, in all Cafes, find every reafonable Encouragement, unlefs Difability or Dif- 
honefty in our fenior Servants Ihould juftly preclude their Claiip4» and render it abfolutely necef* 
fary they fliould be fuperfeded. 

40. It appears by the Correfpondenoe of Mr. Barwcll, that it has been the Cuftom in Time 
part, for the Company’s Pykars, who eolle^l; Putney for the Faftory at Bauleah, to bring 
thither Quantities of Ferrit and Thrcc-lcucrcd Ptttneyj which not' being of the ABbrtmcnt fit 

for 
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for oar Inveftments, have been always fent to the Members of the Council at CoiTmcibuzar as 
private Trade, though purchafed by the Company's Calh advanced to the Pykars for the Pur- 
pofe of providing our Inveftment. We utterly difapprove this Mode of Proceeding; bccaufe, 
when the Pykars have fallen fliort of delivering the ^antity of Putney, which the large Ad¬ 
vances made to them gave Reafon to expeft, they have complained, that the rejefbed Putney, as 
well as fine Silk, having been purchafed with the Company’s Money, and for which they had no 
other Fund, and perhaps were not paid for fuch rejefted Putney until a confidcrable Time after 
the Delivery thereof at Cofllmbuzar, therefore further Advances were abfolutcly ncccffary, other- 
wife our Inveftment muft fuffer Hindrance and Diminution. 

41. The outftanding Balances to Pykars exceed fo greatly our Fxpeftations, that we cannot but 
believe due Care has not been taken at the Clofe of each Bund, for the Amount of all the Silk 
purchafed with our Money to be brought to Account, for although an increafe of Inveftment 
neceffarily occafions a larger Advance than formerly to be made to the Pykars, yet it by no 
means follows, that at the Clofe of the Bund they (liould be more indebted to us than w.is 
ufually the Cafe when the Inveftment was Icfs cxtenfive : On the contrary, the more Silk they 
contraft for, the greater muft be their Profits; and their Ability to difchiii gc the whole Money 
adv.inced to them at the Commencement of the Bund, cannot be Icfs by an incrcafcd Trade. 
In order therefore to prevent as f.ir as may be this Evil in Time to come, we direift, that all 
the Ferrit Silk and Three-lettered Putney delivered, in confequence of the Advance made by the 
Company to the Pykars, be put under rhe Iiifpeftion of One or more of the Three Perfons we 
have fent out this Year to fuperlntcnd the Manufatluring of Raw Silk ; and we doubt not but 
they will be able to wind it off in fuch a Manner as to make it anfwcr the Euro[)ean Market, 
and if that fliould be the Cafe, due Care muft be taken that it be packed up leparately^, and in¬ 
voiced under the Head of Ferrit Silk and Fhree-lettered Putney, agreeable to the 47th Par. of our 
Letter of the iith November 1765}. And we further direct, tliat thofe of the Pykars wlio dif- 
cover proper Skill and Care in procuring our Inveftment, and pay the greateft Attention to 
the Reduftion of their outftanding Balances at the Clofe of each Bund, have ever the Pre¬ 
ference in your Advances for the next Scal'on; and that you ufe your utmoft Endeavours 
fpeedily to recover all outftanding Balances fjom fuch of the Pykars who are in Arrears 
to us. 

42. And we further dircift, that at every fubordinatc Faftory, Diftrift, or other Place what¬ 
ever, where Putney may be provided for our Inveftment, Accounts be duly kept of the fc- 
veral Species of Silk produced at fuch fubordinatc Faftory or Diftrift; diftinguilhing par¬ 
ticularly, what Quantity may be fit for our Inveftment as fine Silk, and alfo of Ferrit which 
may be found proper to lend hither, and of fuch Refufe Silk as muft of Ncctffity be rejed'. > 1 ; 
afeertaining thereby, as near as may be, the v/liole Produce of the Connny; and that fiieli 
Account be regularly cnteied on your Confultations, at the Clofe of every Bund, for our In¬ 
formation. It is alfo our Plcafure, that you take the greateft Care to prevent tliofe who may 
have the Infpedion of the Putney from rejeding any under the Name of Refufe Putney, which 
lhall not be abfolutely unlit to be fent to Europe under the Denomination of Fen it Silk. 
And if you ftiould at any Time difeover that any Fraud or Collufion whatever be pradifed 
by thofe who may have the Care of this Bufincis, whereby Ferrit Silk may be deemed unfit 
for the European Market when it adually is not fo, wc direft, tliat you foithwiili difmifs 
from our Service every Perfon, of whatever Rank or Station, who may be found uiil'aiilihil in a 
Matter which we deem of great Confequence, and do therefore fo particularly cliarge you 
effcftually to carry into Execution. 

43. As our Servants at Coffimbuzar and Baulcah, have declared, " That Obflrudion to pri- 
** vate Trade in Silk, muft in the End prove detrimental to tlie Company’s Revenue, wliich 
** deferves at leaft equal Attention with the Inveftments; and that the luv^finient claJIjes ivitb the 
** Collection of the Revenues we dired that you do, without Lois of Time, explain to us, in the 
fiilleft Manner, how our Revenues can be afteded by Reftriftions laid on private Trade in 
Putney, and in what Manner providing the Inveftment clalhes with the Collcdion of the laid 
Revenues. You are alfo, at the fame Time, to fpecify, as nearly as polliblc, the Quantity, in 
every Diftrift, of Ferrit and Three-lcttcrcd Putney ufually rejeded by the Company; the whole 
Quantity which is purchafed by private Traders; the Amount of the Revenues arifing there¬ 
from, or by means thereof, and the Mode of Collcdion of fuch Revenues; that we may be the 
better enabled to judge of the Propriety of allowing a greater Latitude, or of abridging the 
growing Excenfion of private Trade in Putney, and alfo to apply pro])er Remedies for removing, 
as far as may be, every Obftrudion in colleding the Revenues, 

44. We cannot think it prudent to permit private Traders to wind off Three-lettered Putney 
at Pleafure, without its palTmg through the Fadory. As this Cuftom opens fuch an Inlet to pri¬ 
vate Trade as may, nay muft neceffarily, operate to the Hindrance of our Inveftment, and be a 
continual Temptation to thofe concerned, to wind off fuch Putney as we have prohibited be¬ 
ing purchafed for any other Purpofe than for our Inveftments j we therefore dircdl:, that fuch 
Pradice be utterly difeontinued in fuuire ; and we the more ftridly enjoin this, bccaufe wc ob- 
ferve Reprefentations have been made by former Rcfidents at Bauleah, that private Merchants 
and Gomaftahs have oftentimes interfipred in the Company’s Purchafe^ of Silk, 
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47. It does not appear to us, that any confidcrable Obftruftions can arile to prevent the In- 
crcafe of the Number of Aurungs for fupplying our inveftment, or fuch Quantity of Silk from 
being provided at thofe Aurungs as may fully anfwcr our Expeftations; and as this is a Matter 
wc have much at Heart, and are determined to have accomplifhed fo far as may be pradicablc, 
we therefore direct that you take Care effeStually to prevent all private Traders and their Gomaftahs from 
interfering, in any RefpeS whatever, with our Pur chafes of Silk, or at the Aurungs where our Inveft¬ 
ment is provided. And in order fully to convince, as well our Servants at Subordinates, as alfo all 
private Traders, that we Jhall not on any Account permit an Evafion of this our Order, we further 
direft, that no private Trader be permitted to purchafis Silk, of any Kind or C^ality whatever, 
at any Aurung from whence our Inveftment is fupplied; but that all fuch private Traders be 
compelled to feek other Aurungs, not in any Degree appropriated to our Service, and from fuch 
Aurungs only all Silk for private Trade muft be procured. And if any of our Servants, or any 
private Trader, (hall be found guilty of tranfgrefllng this our pofitive Injunftion, it is our 
exprefs Will and Pleaftire, that you immediately difmifs every fuch Servant from our Service, 
and alfo, that you withdraw our Frotedlion from every fuch private Trader, who fliall be found 
guilty of a Breach of this our Order, 


APPENDIX, N»4i. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 7th April 1773. 

30. A S Raw Silk is an Article of our Commerce which we are felicitous to increafe; and as we 
^ are of Opinion, that this is not to be efledted without giving the greateft fc',ncouragement 
to the Cultivator of the Mulberry Tree, and to thofe employed as Winders; we therefore re¬ 
commend it to you, in the ftrongeft Manner, to fall on fome Method to accomplifli our Defires, 
by granting particular Privileges to thofe People, to induce them to turn their Induftry to that 
Branch of Commerce. The giving them long Leafes of their Farms, and the exempting them 
from arbitrary Fines and Taxes, would, we conceive, be moft conducive thereto. And we re¬ 
commend the Country to the Eaftward of the Poddah, as beft adapted to our Purpofc j for in cafe 
Bengal Ihould ever be invaded by the Mahratras, or any other Countiy Power, the Enemy could 
not crofs that great River to deftroy the Mulberry Plantations, or difperfe the Winders of Raw 
Silk. 

31. Wc fliall here only add, that as wc underftand our Prefident is thoroughly acquainted 
with this valuable Branch of our Trade, wc have not the lead: Doubt but that he, as well as every 
Member of your Board, will exert himfelf to the utmoft, for the cfFefting this important 
Concern. 

63. We herewith tranfmit to you a Lift of the different Charafters of Raw Silk, witli the Pro¬ 
fit and Lofs thereon, for the Years 1771 and 17725 alfo the Remarks ©f the Dealers on fomc 
particular Sorts. 

64. You muft be careful to alter the different Modes of Winding agreeably to what has 
.already been recommended to you. And now, leaving you unreftrifted as to the Number of 
Bales of either Sort of Silk, wc have only to enjoin you to fend us as much of thofe Articles 
which yield the greateft Profit, as you polfibly can 5 and fo on with the next advantageous Ch^- 
rafters. And as the State of our Affairs requires the utmoft Extenfion of your Inveftments, you 
are not to forbear fending even thofe which arc attended with a Lofs, in cafe fuch fhould be 
neceffary to fupply an Inveftment to as great an Amount as you can provide from your own Re- 
fources ; and wc have not the le(ift Doubt of your being thereby enabled to increafe your Con- 
fignments of this valuable Branch of National Commerce, even to the utmoft of our Willies. 
But it is our pofitive Order, that ho Part of fuch Inveftment be provided by borrowed Money, 
which is to be repaid by Draftsnipon our Treafury in London, fince the Licence which has 
already been taken in this Refpeft has involved us in Difficulties, which we yet know not how 
we lhall furmount. 
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Extract of* the company's General Letter to Fort Saint George i 
dated the aftli March 1768. 

Par. 5^. OUR Information as to the Inveftments of the French, is, according to former 
* Orders, to be continued with all polTible Precifion j and as you have fent us fome 
Mnfters of iheif Goods, and promife more by your Oftober Difpatch, on Examination of thofe 
received, you have our Sentiments in the Lift of inveftment, under the Articles of“Handker-. 
“ chiefs bordered,” and " Mullins i" obferving you can provide them at Prices under what thfi 
French give. 

51. We commend yOur ConduA to prevent that Nation from interfering, to the Prejudice of tho 
Inveftment, within our peculiar Diftrifts; but in other Parts not fo immediately under your 
Authority, you are to be pacticularly careful to avoid any juft Caufe of Complaint from Foreign¬ 
ers, taking fuch Meafures Is lhall not give them Caufe of Uipbrage In the Support of our 
Rights i but it will not be good Policy to lay them publicly under any Reftraint as to<llhcir Pur- 
chafe within the late Acquifitions. We (hall therefore depend upon your Prudence to difeourage 
fuch a Pradlice, in a Manner entirely unexceptionable $ and being intent, as you have been re¬ 
peatedly acquainted, on bringing Home as great a Part of the Revenues as polUble in your Manu- 
faAures, the out-bidding them in thofe Parts where they interfere with you, vvould certainly prove 
an efliedlual Step for anfwerin^ that End. We therefore recommend it to you, to offer fuch Increafe 
of Price beyond what they bid, as you lhall deem may be conllftently given, that by beating them 
out of the Market, thfc Quantities by yoil to be provided may be proportionably enlarged j and if 
you take this Method, it is to be fo Cautioully pradifed, that it may not tend to enhance the Prices 
in other Places immediately Under your Controul. On this Subjeft we muft not omit the Ap¬ 
proval of your prohibiting the Weavers of Cuddalore from making up any Cloth of the fame 
Sortments that are provided for us j and if fuch Prohibition is not now, it Ihould by all Means 
be in future made general, and ftriAly maintained. 
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E XT R A C T of the Company's General Letter to Bengal dated id February 1774. 

Par. II. Letter of 7th April laft was accompanied with a Lift of the different Chara£leri 

^ of Raw Silk, and an Account of the Profit and Lofs thereon, for the Years 1771 and 
1771; and we now tranfmit to you a like Lift and Account for the Years 1772 and 1773, by 
which you will obferve, there has been an intreafing L^Sf infiead of at^ jiUeratien for the better, in 
the laft Y'ear’s Produftion. It is therefore become highly necelTary that you Ihould exert your 
utmoft Endeavours to remedy an Evil, which feems to threaten this valuable Branch of National 
Commerce with utter Ruin., And as we find you have already entered fcrioully upon the Con- 
fideration of the Sul^eA, and arc apprized of the Inconveniences which have attended the Provi- 
flon of Raw Silk, and contributed to enhance the Price, we cannot but hope that your next Ad¬ 
vices will bring us a favourable Account of the Operation of your intended Regulations, and of 
fuch Redu^ion of the Price of this important Article as lhall enable us to obtain a Profit 
thereon in future, inftcad of fo confiderable a Lo(s, which we can no longer fuftaio^ 
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EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 3i{\: January 1770. 

Par. 4. \^E have very maturely deliberated on the moft proper Mcafures for the Improvement 
~; of the Culture and Extenfion of the Raw Silk inveftment at your Prefidency} and 
have taken the Opinion of moll; of the confiderable Traders and Manufafburers in that Article. 
It appears, that the Staple of the Bengal Silk is in Quality equal to, and would anfwer all the 
Purpofes of, the Italian or Spanilh Sorts, i^ reeled in the fame Manner, fo as to render it eafier to 
wind, and to work with lefs Wafte; and that, with fuch Advantages, it would fell at a much 
higher Price than at prefent, particularly the firft Letter of the Commercolly Silk, of which 
ao or 30 Bales are more than in its prefent State can be manufadured in a Year; but if it would 
wind and rid as fad as the Piedmont and Italian Sorts, 500 Bales would not be too much for this 
Market, and fetclt from 25 to 30 per Cent, more than it fells for at prefent, and the lower Letters 
proportionably j even thofe of D and E might be fo perfedly manufaftured for anfwering the 
Ufes of the Spanilh and Calabria Silk, as to incrcafc 20 per Cent, on the prefent Price j and no 
Quantity would be too large for Sale here. 

5. And having received full AlTurances that the Inftruftions and Afliftance of fome able and 
experienced Artills on the Spot, in railing and improving tlie Produce of the Worms, and 
in fpinning and drawing the Silk from the Cocoons, in the perfeft Manner in which the fame is 
done in Italy, and other Parts of Europe (and by fuch Means the prefent Imperfeftions, which 
depreciate and lelTen the Sale of the Bengal Silk, can only be removed, and the Improvement in 
Quality, and very large Extenfion of the Sale thereof, clFcSed, greatly to the Benefit of the Public 
in genera], and the Company’s particular Advantage); and having received very fatisfadtory 
Teltimonials of the Qiialifications of Meflrs. James Wifs, Pickering Robinfon, and William Au- 
bert, as Perfons in all Rcfpcdls able to redtify the Difadvantages, and bring the Inveftment of this 
moft important Article to Perfedlion, we have entertained them as Superintendants for that Pur- 
pofe, on the following Terms; viz. 

To be each allowed a Salary of ,^-400 per Annum, for Five Years certain (in cafe they 
lhall fo long live, and continue in the Company’s Employ) to commence from their Ar¬ 
rival in India, in confideration of their devoting their whole Time and Attention to the 
Service of the Company, in the Improvement of the Raw Silk Inveftment, and^ 
obliging thcmfclvcs not to engage, during their Continuance in the Company’s' 
vice, in any Trade in the Eaft Indies on their own j>rivate Account.' They are each 
to be allowed 20 per Calendar Month, from the L'ime of their Arrival m Bengal, 
for Subfillcnce, and inftcad of Diet Money j alfo, to be at all Times provided with con¬ 
venient and fuitable Apartments. 

We have alfo agreed to allow each of them ,£.100 for their Paflage out, and that 
the Charges of their l^turn td'Tingland, after the Expiration of the faid Five Years, 
and all their reafonabfe^xpences in proceeding from Place to Place in India, are to be 
defrayed by the Company, 

6. Mr, James Wifs has engaged the Four Pcrlbns undermentioned, as Drawers or Spinners 

of Raw Silk, on the following Terms: , • ' ■* 

James Ruggiero, entertained 24th Nov^ laft. 

Dominicus Poggis — d" 

Charles Francis Bricola — d* 

Auguftin Della Cafa — loth Dec' 

7. That each of the faid Four Perfons arc to be allowed Sterling per Annum, from the 
Day of their being entertained, cxdufivc of their travelling Charges •, alfo to be paid the Ex-- 
pence of their PalTage from India, ||at the End of Five Years, Ihould they not choofc to remain 
any longer in India; and alfo their Houfe Rent is to be paid by the Company. 

8. You arc to deduft from the Wages of each, 20 Genoefe Livres, or Fifteen Shillings Sterling, 
Monthly, for the Maintenance of their Families, which we' arc to remit to Genoa for that 
Purpole. 

9. Several Tools and Materials have been provided here for the Ufe of the Filatures, under 
the Direftion of the Superintendants, upon the Company’s Account; for Particulars whereof you 
are referred to the Invoice of the Ships by which the fame will be fent. 

12. Mr. Wifs, with the Four Italians whom he has procured, as mentioned in the preceding 
Part of this Letter, take Paflage on the Verelft; and we have ftrongly recommended it to Cap¬ 
tain Compton, not only to behave in a polite and friendly Manner to Mr. Wifs, but to treat 
the Italians in fuch Manner as to make their Situation as comfortable as pofllble. And we direft 
that you enquire of Mr. Wifs, in whaci Manner Captain Compton has 

arc 
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<iettfrrtlned fcverely to rerent any ill Ulagtf they (hall meet T^ith. Ahd \Ve WcoM- 
mend to you the fame Conduft towards thefe Foreigners, that they meet with all due En¬ 
couragement. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Lcttet to Bengal j dated ^th July 1780* 

20. Upon examining of the Raw Silk imported from Bengal by the Ships of this Seafon, and 
now expofed to Sale, we are forry to find, that the Company will fuftain very confidcrable 
Lofs by the high Price of fome Part thereof, and by the bad (^ality of a confidcrable Quantity 
of the reft of that Article. For your more particular Information, we tranfmit Numbers in the 
different Ships Packets, containing an Account of the Silk complained of; the Marks and 
Numbers of the Bales; the Names of the Perfons of whom purchafed j the Coft per Great 
Pound j and the Sale Price in England. 

21. By the prefent Opportunity we alfo return you Four Skains of Filature Silk, and two fmall 
Skains of Bengal wound Silkj which is of fo bad a Colour, that it can never anfwer to fend 
any fuch Silk to Europe at any Price. This Silk has, we fuppofe, been wound from damaged 
Cocoons in rainy Weather, and without proper Care and Attention. It might perhaps have 
anfwered better, if it had been worked up into wrought Silk in the Country, and for Country 
Markets, becaufe the Damage becomes greater by a Voyage to Europe. We, are however, in¬ 
duced to hope, that there will be lefs Occafion for this Caution, or for Complaint in future, be¬ 
caufe we dare affure ourfelves, that by a careful Attention to the Rules laid down in the 
19th Paragraph of our Letter of the 14th of April 1779, the Evil muft in a great Degree, if not 
entirely, be prevented. 

22. Being very defirous of contributing, fo far as lies in our Power, to the further Improve¬ 
ment of our Filatui^ Raw Silk, and confidering at the fame Time, the Ncceflity of reducing 
chat valuable Article of our Inveftment to a more reafonable Price; and having received very 
ample Teftimonials of the Abilities of Meffieurs John Lewis Baumgartner, Jofeph Briganti, and 
James Frulhard, to render us the m^ eflential Services refpefting the above Article; we have 
riicrcfore thought fit to appoint the Isd Perfons to be Superintendants of our Silk B'datures al¬ 
ready cftablilhed, or to be eftablilhed, in Bengal, on the fame Terms upon which Mr. James 
Wifs was entertained in the Company’s Service in the Year 1769. 

23. Each of the above Perfons is to be allowed a Salary equal to ^.400 per Annum, for Fiva 
Years certain, if they (hall fo long live and continue in the Service of the Company, to com¬ 
mence on their Arrival in India, in Confideration of their devoting their whole Time and At¬ 
tention to the Service of the Company in the Improvement of the Raw Silk Inveftment, and of 
their entering into fufficient Obligations not to engage, during their Continuance in the Com- 

n ’s Service, in any Trade in the Eaft Indies on their own private Account; and they are to 
irthcr encouraged, as their Services and Merits (hall hereafter appear to deferve. 'I'hey arc 
alfo each of them to be allowed a Sum equal to ^o per Calendar Month, from the I'ime of 
their Arrival in Bengal, for Subfiftence and inftead of Diet Money; and to be at all Times pro¬ 
vided with a convenient and fuitable Apartment at the Company’s Expcnce. 

24. We have paid 100 each to MeflTrs. Baumgartner, Briganti, and Frufliard, for their Paf- 
fage out; and the Charges of their Return Home, after the Expiration of the faid Five Years; 
and all their reafonable Expenccs in proceeding from Place to Place in India, are likcwife to be 
defrayed by the Company, 

2<. By the prefent Difpatch we tranfmit Copy of the Covenants and Obligations entered into 
by the faid Superintendants, to which you will take Care that ftridl Attention be paid during the 
Whole of their Refidence in India. 

26. We have alfo entertained Mr. Guifeppe Poggio as a Drawer or Spinner of Raw Silk in 
Bengal, and agreed to allow him after the Rate of 40 per Annum, to commence the 9th Fe¬ 
bruary laft. We have paid him ,^.40. 11s. for his Expences from Novi to London, and agreed 
that his Expences from Bengal to Novi, at the Expiration of his Agreement for Five Years, 
lhall be paid by the Company, provided he fhall not think fit to remain in India beyond that Pe¬ 
riod. His Houfe Rent in Bengal is alfo to be defrayed by the Company. His Salary is to ba 
fubjedled to aDeduAion equal to 15 Shillings per Month, which is to be remitted, for the Ul'e of 
his Family, to Novi, by Mr. James Wifs, who is appointed his Attorney for that Purpofe, and 
will be advanced the Amount of fuch Deduflion from our Treafury in London. 

27. Mr. Poggio is permitted to proceed on the Mountftuart; 15 have been paid by us for 
his Pafiage, and a further Sum of £. 20 advanced towards providing him with Necefiaries for 
the Voyage; 

28. Peter Reay is alfo allowed to proceed to Bengal on the Mountftuart, as an Apprentice 
in the Silk Filatures to- Mr. Poggio. He is to be confined Xolcly to that Bufinefs, and not be 
wermitted to enter upon any other Employment, on any Account or Pretence whatever. The Ex- 
j}ence of his Pafiage is defrayed by the Company, and the Amount of his Earnings may be appro- 
-jbriated for his Support; but the Company is to be at no other Charge on his Account. 

S9. Our Board of Trade muft take efpecial Care that the Su^yintendants follow the Piedmon- 
•€fe Manner' of winding Silk from the Pods, without any Deviation whatever. 


30. The 
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JO. The faici Superintendants at*e to exert the iitnwft ^ their Skill and Diligence to arrive ai 
Perfedtion in the Silk Bufmefs; and they arc alfo fully and freely to inftruft any Number of oaf* 
Servants in all the Methods conducive thereto, without Fee, or any other Reward, than the Sa¬ 
lary and Allowances agreed to be paid by the Company above fpecified. 

31. It will be the Duty of the Superintendants to communicate from Time to Time to our 
Board of Tratlc, all Occurrences deferving of Notice in the Difchargc of the Duties of their 
Office, and efpccially whatever may tend to correft or fupprefs Abufes in the Manufafturc of 
Silk, or which may contribute to advance the Intereft of the Company. 

32. In the Examination and fettling of Mufters, and in comparing the Silk offered by Con- 
traders, or by any other Perfons therewith, the Superintendants ought not to know the dl&renc 
Proprietors of the Silk, but to give their Opinion on Compariibn of the Silk with die Muftcr,.. 
impartially and without Rcfped of Perfons, • 

33. Due Attention mud be paid by the Superintendants to the Regulations and loftrudionw 
contained in our Letter of the 14th of April 1779. In order thereto, our Board of Trade mufti 
fiirnifh each of them with a Copy of thofe Regulations \ and if by Experience in the Country 
they fliall be able hereafter to fuggefl: any Improvements, they will thereby merit our Approw' 
bation j and we hope they will, by diligent Attention to Bufinefs, and by a faithful Difchargc oC 
every Branch of their Duty in all Refpeds, juftify our Choice in their Appointment, and the Con-' 
fidcnce thus repofed in them by the Company. 

34. As Mr. Baumgartner is very able in the winding Branch, and has had a liberal Educatiois, 
he will be capable of reprefenting with Pcrfpicuity, cither verbally or in writing, whatever ma/ 
be ncceffary on the Subjed j wc therefore think he Ihould be placed under the Department and near, 
the Chief of Coflimbuzar j and that he Ihould bedireded alfo to vifit Jungepore, Commercolly, 
and every Filature, public and private, employed in providing Silk for the Company, to iIm^, 
South of the Ganges, fo far as PlalTey j and that he fliould be accompanied in his Rounds, and 
during his Stay at each Place, by Guiftppe Poggio as his Afliftant. 

35. Mr. Briganti, being Ikilled in the pradical Part, may be ordered to fuperintend all the Fi¬ 
latures at Kiihcn Nagiir, and at every Place from Pla/Tey to the South of Calcutta) where we allb' 
apprehend many more Filatures may yet be eftabli/hed) and One of the Italian Spinners left at 
Bauleah by Mr. Wtl's, if living, may be appointed his AiDRant, as we are informed he under-' 
Hands the Bengal Language, and would on that Account be accordingly uiefol in guarding Mr« 
Briganti from being milled by Mifreprefentation of the Natives. 

36. Mr. Frulhard is a very adive Perfon, and may be direded to itiperintend the Filatures of 
Bauleah, Nabob Gunge, Malda, Rungpore, and all others fituated North of the Ganges. He 
may be aflifted by Agoftino Della Cafa, one of the Italian Spinners who rcfided with Mr. Wif% 
at Jungepore. Della Cafa, as we are informed, ipeaks Englim, and would therefore be very ufe- 
ful to Mr. Frulhard, who cannot fpeak Italian. 

37. Each of the Superintendants muft regularly and conftantly vifit all the Filatures of his 
Diftrid; and for the firft Two Years at leaft he muft rcfidc for the Space of One Bund in each 
Filature. This will enable him to point out all Defeds, and to fuggell proper Remedies to the 
rtfpedive Diredors of Filatures, who muft duly attend to his Reprefentations. —- And in ordev 
more eft'cdiially to promote and enfure Succefs to this Meafure, our Board of Trade muft veft 
our Superintendants with Authority fufficient to render them rcfpedable in the Eyes of die Na¬ 
tives, who muft be taught to conlider them to all Intents and Purpofes as Company’s Servants^ 
ading by their exprefs Orders, and particularly chargeable with the Condud of their Filature. 
Silk in Bengal. 

3S. Wc leave it to the Prudence of our Board of Trade, to fix the Sum to be paid, or to make 
ftich temporary Allowance for the Travelling Charges of our Sujicrintendants in Bengal, as they 
fhall judge reafonable and expedient, and to difchargc fuch incidental Expences as ought to bt 
defrayed by the Company on that Account. 

39. As the Contrads of our Board of Trade for Raw Silk expire in general in 1781, we take 
this Opportunity of acquainting you, that wc difapprovc of all Contrads for the Provifion thereof 
for more than One Year. The Principle appears to us obvioufly wron^; and more efpecially ib 
refpeding an Article of inveftment, almoft in the Infancy of a new Inftjtution, which, muft there* 
fore be deemed capable of great Imp|-ovcment, as the Winders increafe in Experience, and of coor 
liderablc Redudion of Price, as Coibpetitors for the Provifion thereof increafe t But the SyfteOi 
of Contrad for fevcral Years, at a regular Price, renders the former unnecelTary) becaufe a fixed 
Rate is given for the whole Period, and difeourages, if not entirely precludes, a fufiicieBt Com¬ 
petition in the Provifion, becaufe the Quantity to be furniftied by the Contradors renders it im- 
poffiblc to afford fuitable Encouragement to other Perfons to engage in this very nicccflary BuHt 
nefs, and confequcntly prevents a fair Trial, how far Improvements may be effc^d, boir fill 
the Price of Filature Silk ma^and ought’to be reduced. 

40. In order to remedy this Inconvenience, wc dired, that fo foon as our Superintendants Aall 
be fettled at their refpedive Statbns, it is our exprefs Command that they caufis Mufters to. bn 
prepared, under their own imuMdiatc Care and Infpedion, of tjhe different Sorts of Filature SUk 
every Bund, as fpecified in the 41ft Paragraph of our before-mentioned Lectec of the 14th of 
April 1779 j and as Two Skains will be reeled off at the fame Time, thiC Snpeiint<Bndadt mufi^ 
affix his Name and Seal to each of the foul Skdos, and fend, one o£ them, Caeefd}ly 
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the Chief of the Fa^oiy, and the other to the Board of Trade; which Muftcrs arc to be repeated 
at the Begii)|iH|q|^..of.eiVei^>Bi]od, and muft be dh^fited In the Cottah at Warehoufe, and be free 
at all Timtsi % the tnfpei^bn of all. and eveiy Perfon or Perfons who (hall be defirous of pro¬ 
viding ' Silk for tiw Company, or of their Agents, with the propofed Price affixed 

thereto; and the mod public Notice mud be ffiven at the Commencement of the Seafon, and 
oftner it necedkry, that all Perfons, Natives and others, who (hall be able to manufafture or pro¬ 
duce Silk of ^ual Goodnefs to the Muders, and will bring the fame to our Warehoufe at Cal¬ 
cutta, ftiafll, ditnng the Whult of the Seafon, receive rcidy Money for any Quantity, at the Price 
fo affixed to the Muders of each foecific Sort and Quantity as aforefaid. 

41. And ^thouffh we have no Doubt but our Board of Trade will take proper Care, with the 
' Affiffikndb of the Export Warehoufe Keeper and Superinfendadt of Invedmeht, that the Silk fo to 
be purcKafod foir' Money (hall be in ail Refpeds edual to the Muder; we nCverthelefs di- 
'teft, and it’HSr out pofitive Order, that One of eveiy Two Muders fo figned and fealed by the re- 
TpeAlve Su^^fotendants of. the Filatures, foall be fent to Us, together with all the Silk fo pur- 
Silk^itnid be particularly didinguilhed, marked, and invoiced, and eve^ Bale or 
■Parccl'thtTe'of mud have an exaft Reference to the particular Muders by which it (hall have 
. been purchafed'j in order to enable us to afeertain how far proper Regard Is paid to our Orders 
■and IhdruAtons'in this RefpeA. And as our Superintendants will, by the Sydem here laid down, 
have,an efpecial Opportunity of didinguKhing their Skill and Attention^ we hereby declare, 
that as their Services in this particular Line of their Duty (hall be found produftive of Good to 
*tiie. Company, they may* depend upon receiving fucH further.Marks of our Favour, as (hall ap¬ 
pear to us reidonable and equitable. 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Charles WUliam Boughton Roufe to the Chief and Coun¬ 
cil of Revenue; dated Natcore, the 5th November 177 s. 


.T H AVE reedved from Mr, Robinfon, the Superintendant at Bsuleah *, requeding 1 will circu- 
^ lace Orders to the Officers of the Lands contiguous to that Place, which belong to this Dif- 
trift, to fupply him with Cocoons for the Ufe of the Honourable Company's Manufaftory: But 
as the Ryots who breed the Silk Worms have always been averle to the felling of the Silk Pods, 
and fuch an Order may now give Birth to Complaints, I have judged it necelTaiy previoufly to 
requed your DireAions upon the Subjed;. The following (hort Calculation will, I flatter mvfelf^ 
fufficiently explain to you the Reafon why the Inhabitants chufe rather to wind off the Silk them- 
.folves, than to foil it in its original State. 

4,800 Cones or Silk Pods will, upon ati Average, produce 3 Chittak of middling Putney Silk 
(reckonihg the Seer at 300 Sicca) which is now worth about — R* 3 — 

Dedufl the Charge of winding — —. —. ^ — 8 


Net Produce to the Proprietor — — — —28 

Now I underftand, at the Rate paid by the d^nts of the FaAory for the Silk 

Cones, the above Number of 4,800 will yield only — •— 18 

The Difference to the Perfon who breeds the Worms, will be — —. i 

And, as it rarely happens that thofe who breed the Worms, have fo large a 
Quantity as to oblige them to hire other Servants to work oflT the Putney (or 
Raw Silk) this Expence may be faved, and added to the Account — — 8 


' Th(| total Lofs then to the Proprietor of the Worms will be — — 18 

or jt^r Cent, by felling his Silk in its firft State, indead of working it 


• For winding Silk ia do lulUa Method. 
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EXTRACT of the Company’s Generid Letter to Bengal, dated i^zth 1780. 

30. U A VIN G taken thcfc Steps to enable otir Slervants to prevent Defe^ which were owing 
to bad Reding, we have Reafon to hope that the Silk to be made with the new Machines 
will prove .better than that which, has hitherto been received, efpecUlly if our former JnftrucUons 
be clofely adhered to. In the mean Time, we are forty to exprefs owr Surpriae at feeing fo gteat 
n Price given to ContraiSlors, both for Filawre and Bengal wound l^ik, but particulaiiy for the 
latter, which in the CofTimbuzar Department'is become more than 40 ,per Cent dearer than it W43 
Fifteen Years 3150 ; and that, notwi<ihftandipg the hig^ Price allowed to encoMtage the Incrcafe of 
the Filature Eftablifliment, our Servants fHould enter into a Cbntra£t for Three Tears certain /v* 
the Bengal wound Raw Silky as appears on Confpltation of 25th Febrjikry 177S i viz. Maunds 
4,i8p. 27. of Bengal wound Raw Silk per Annum, and only Maunds ^,774. ao. of Filature Silk'; 
which feems to indicate a Partiality in favour of the former, for which we think our Board of 
Trade very blameable. 

31. Our Intentions arc to promote the Italian Filature, and to incrcafe, as much as poflTible, the 
white Sort of Silk, which ought never to be Jpm coarjer than j or 6 Cocoons. For every Quality a pro¬ 
portionable Price Ihould be allowed} and we apprehend, that 

S.R* 

For the Quality of 5 to 6 Cocoons, White Sort, the Price Ihould not be higher than 13 •—per Seer. 


that of 

5 to 6 

D" 

Yellow, 

Ihould not be higher — 

— 12 — 

D- 

D" 

7 to 8 

D* 

D* 

D* — — 

— 118 

D* 

D“ 

9 to 10 

D* 

D* 

D* — — 

— 11 — 

D» 

D* 

10 to 12 

D" 

D* 

D* — — — 

— 108 

D- 

D« 

llt0 20 

D« 

D- 

D* — — 

— 9 12 

D“ 


Particular Carciouft be taken in receiving the Silk, not to pay the Price agreed for, unlcfs the 
Quality correfponds exadlly with the Muller and Agreemdit j and it mull be the Bufincfs of the 
Chief and of the Export Warehoufe Keeper, to attend to this Point. 

32. As the hefole'mentioned Sorts are each to be fpun at the Time appointed by our Inftruc- 
tions of 14th April 1779, we think it may be proper to allow a diflFcrcnt Price for each refpec- 
tive Quality, and nearly as above Hated, rather than to fix an average Price (as you have done) 
for Three Months together j becaufe we have found different Aifortmenrs, for which the fame 
Price has been paid, vary from each other fo far as to occafion from 20 to 30 per Cent. Dif¬ 
ference in the Sale Produce here, which indicates very great Negleft, or Ignorance, in the 
Receiver. 

33. As a Supplement to our Flan of Inllrudions above mentioned, let the following Paragraph 
be inferted in every Copy i viz. 

34. The Reel on which the Silk is wound mull not form a Skain longer than 40 Inches, which 
is the fame as 80 Inches in Circumference j in order to which, the outer Edge of the Four Staves 
of the Reel muH be 20 Inches didant from each other. 

35. The fmallcft Size Skains that come from Italy are 36 Inches in Lengtii, which is the fame 
as 72 Inches in Circumference, and 18 Inches dillant from one Stave to the Other, which is the 
fmallell Size that can be wound off on the Mills } but the Size we dircdl is preferable, on ac¬ 
count of greater Difpatch at the Filature, and of drying fallcr. 

36. The Reels in our Filatures mud' all be reduced to anfwef tbefe Dimrhfiofls. Complsints 

have been made by the Throwders, that fome of the Silk of Chapman’s, Craiggree’s, and Smith's 
Filatures, has been found to exceed the primithre Dimenfions given to them, and could not be 
wound off at the Mills, but only by Hand, at n much greater Expeoce thim.ufuali therffoi^'let 
fuch Reels as are too large be reduced, and fuch as are too littla be brought to the ^ 

before directed; and be very partis^ul^ in prefpmng an exa^ .Uniformity in the above Standard 
throughout all the Filatures, ' ’ , ■ 

37. It is to be obferved, that the Models lad fent were not meant to flicw the Size of the 

Reels, but only in what Manner th 4 Brafs Work, that is, the Sets of Cog Wheels, and the double 
eroding Machines, were to be fixt on the Frames. , 

38. The Silk of lad Year has been found in general foul, uneven, and flat ^ but;,ia® * 5 ®®* 

which will be fpun according to our late Dire6lions, and with the Aflidance of the new Machines, 
will not be thus defeflive. We fliill continue to be drift in looking into and in giving you our 
Sentiments upon every Filature fepatately, as every one will then, have the fame Means of exert¬ 
ing himfelf. ' 

39. You mud give particular Attention that true Proportion be obferved between the Prices 
which we judge might be fixt for the various Qualities of the Filature Raw Silk, and which will, 
on an Average, render it about Sicca Rupees 11 per Seer for the Five Sorts YiHo^ir. The old 
Bengal wound, in AlTortment of Five Letters, (hould not exceed Seven Rupees per Seer < and 
we mud .inform you, that the tiompany will always lofe by Silk in Proport^fL j|oy,<;Ke^-:the 

Friec'«b6vc-mentioned, ' * / ^ ' 

40, In 
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4 f>, 1 ft a Letter juft received from a confiderable T^irowftcr, it is afTerted that N"367, new 
Reeled Bengal Silk (Burges. B.) winds very endy» and that the Skain is capt, or covered over 
With fine good Silk, but breaks out in the Gum quite rough. Many other Complaints of a 
iimilar Kind have alfo been made ; and alfo concerning the Unevennefs of Tlireads in the- fame 
Skain, and of Foulncfs of the Silki which is an Evil that requires immediate Correc¬ 
tion. 

41. The Deception of capping the Skains with fine Silk, and thereby covering or concealing 
4 coarfe Thread in the Middle of the Hank, muft be produAive of the worft of Confeqncnces, 
as it renders the Buyers diffident, and prevents them from bidding to the Amount of the real 
Value of Silk, for fear of being deceived when it fliall be wound off. Ko Excufe can be pleaded 
for this Impofition. The firft reeling and outfide Coat of the Skain is good Silk, but the 
Middle, which forms a large Part of the Whole, is found to be little better than Rubbifti. The 
Skains are alfo too heavy, being Nine Ounces in Weight; whereas the largeft ihould not exceed 
Three Ounces. You cannot be too vigilant in guarding agamft this Impofition ; and we enjoin 
you to take efpecial Care, that all fuch Praftices be prevented in future. The Banyans, Sircars 
or Overfeers, fliould be rcfponfible to the Contradlor for every Defedt of this Kind i and the 
Contrafkors mull; in all Events be rendered fo to the Company. 
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EXTRACT of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 29th Auguft 1781. 

Par. a. T N regard to the Stoppage of the Company's Inveftment, upon the moft mature Deli be- 
ration it is agreed, for many Reafons, if pofliblc, to prevent it. The Manufacturers 
in all Events muft be employed, otherwife we fear the Manufaftures may be loft j Goods muft be 
imported from Bengal, or the Revenue in Britain muft greatly fuffer: In Ihort, the confequcnce 
of ftopping the Inveftment would be very pernicious, and the Extent of the Evils unknown. 

3. In order therefore, fo far as in us lies, to obviate fuch Inconveniences, it has been deter¬ 
mined to authorize our Governor General and Council to draw Bills of Exchange upon the Court 
of DireAors, to the Amount of 40 or 50 Lacks of Rupees, for the foie Purpofc of providing a 
wcll-chofen Inveftment of Piece Goods, only for the enfuing Year. We hope this Advice will 
reach you in Time, to enable you to 'co-operate effrftually with our Views in this Relpeft. And 
for your further Information and Guidance, we now tranfmit you a Lift of Bengal Piece Goods; 
in which you will obferve that fuch Articles only as are marked with a Blad Line, icll for a 
Profit} and therefore the Goods to be purchafed with Money received for Bills of Exchange, 
muft ail be compofed of fuch Articles. 

4. As Bills to be drawn on this Occ^fion muft render the whole Amount of Bills of Exchange 
greater than allowed by Law to be accepted in the ordinary Courfe within any One' Year, we 
have thought it abfolutely ncccffary to apply to the Lords Cominifiloners of His Majefty’s Trca- 
fury, for Permiltion to accq)t fuch Bills of Exchange over and above the Amount limited by 
Law; which PeYmiffion has been granted. Our Letter to the Treafury Board, and their Lord- 
ftiips Anfwer, are Numbers in this Packet. 

5. We likewife inform you, that fo foonas the Amount which you fliall be authorized to draw 
for, fliali have been received into the Company’s Treafury for an Inveftment of Piece Goods, 
but not before, the Company’s Servants are then permitted to lade on board the Company’s Ships 
for the enfuing Seafon, any Quantity of Raw Silk of the Grov/th, Produce, and Manufacture of 
Bengal only, upon the fame Terms and Conditions at Goods in private Trade are permitted to 
be exported j viz. To pay the Freight and Cuftoms at fuch Rates as are paid by the Company, 
a Duty of 5 per Cent, and 2 per Cent, for Warehoufc Room, Hoyage, and Wharfage. 

6. You will obforve, that the Raw Silk permitted to be exported by all Perjons from Bengal, 
be duly regiftered there ; in which Regiftcr is to be exprefled, 

ThcGbara^er of the Silk, whether Filature or otherwife. 

The Letter of the Affortment, whether A, B, C, D, or E. 

The Number of Bales, and on whofc Account lliippcd. 

7. The Bales muft alfo be diftinguilhcd by the Initials of the Owners; and the Quantity of 
Maunds muft be marked on each Bale, for the Guidance of our Bengal Warchoufe Keeper. 

8. The Regiftcr muft be made a feparate Number of the Packcti^and a Duplicate and Tripli¬ 
cate muft be lept home by fuccceding Conveyances. 

g. Having lictenfed you to receive on board our Ships the Article of Raw Silk on private Ac¬ 
count, we muft depend upon your effecting an immediate Reduction of the Company's r'llatuie 
Charges, and of Perfons heretofore employed therein. 


10. Wc 
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to. We muft alfo rely upon your fpeedy Attention to accommbdate, in' the beft Manfierj^A 
fible, all Contracts concluded for Filature or other Raw Silk, extending beyond the prefect 
fo as to prevent the Company from being Lofera by any fuch Engagement. , . - t "u- 

11. You muft take efpecial Care, that the Bills of Exchange to be drawn for an Inreftment 
of Piece Goods, as aforefaid, have an optional Claule, whereby Payment may be poftponed for 
One Year, or more, if found ncceflary by the Company, upon allowing the Bill-holders a re^r 
fonable Rate of Intereft, for all the Time beyond Three hundred and Sixty-five Days Sight. 

12. As we cxpeA that the Goods fo purchafed will he Told, and the Amount of the Sales b^ 

realized in England before the Bills of Exchange become due; fo mull we alfo depend'upon'the 
ftriffc Attention of you and of our Board of Trade, to the C^ality and Pi ice of all Goods-fo prq- 
vided, in order to enfure a Commercial Profit therebn to thb Company; And if any DHStreace 
of Opinion (hall arife between you pd ourj^oard of Trade, concerning the Choice to be made of 
Goods, or on any other Point relative to ^bls Bufinefs, it is buf Pleafure, and we hereby-direA’, 
that our Board of Trade be guided by your Opinion on all fuch Occafions, to be fignified’to thetn 
in Writing, and that they aA accordingly. . . 
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E XT R A C T of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated a5th January 1782. 

Par. 139. C INC E our Advices to you of the 29th Augufi: lafi, we have taken into our' fbtther 
Confidcration the Plan for fecuring the important Commercial Branch of Raw Silk, 
fo as to make it beneficial both to the Company and to private Traders; and have therefore'come 
to the following RefolUtions in cbnfequence, viz. That although it may be polTible for infur- 
mountable Dimculties to arife in carrying this Plan into full Execution, yet we deem it highly 
proper a Trial (hould be made, with the following Exception; That the Company lhall neither 
hold out, or adopt, an Idea that may feem to encourage, in the fmailefl: Degree, a Monopoly of 
Raw Silk; on the contrary, that this Branch of Commerce be left perfectly ^ee and open to all 
Perfons whatever, either in the Service of the Company in India, or enjoying their-PiwtoAions 
«nd therefore direA'that a general Permiflion be granted to all fuch Perfons, to export from 
Bengal to England any Quantity of Raw Silk upon their own private Account. 

140. It muft bejprefumed, that private Traders will have immediate Occafion for«Il the Com* 
pany's Buildings, Filatures, and EreAions, ufed in the ManufaAure of Raw Silk, which-may-be 
rented to them; they will alfo want our Italian Superintendants and AlTifiants, whQ.nMyi-bc coft- 
tinued in their feveral Emrioyments, and receive the fame Pay and Advantages they now enjoy 
from the Company; and all outllanding Balances in the SUk.Branch muft be put in an ecfuicable 
Train of Recovery, by the Governor General and Council in the Ihorteft Time poffible.'. > . 

141. That whenever the Company fliall think proper to refumc the Trade 01 Raw Silk, the 
private Traders arc to have Two Years Notice. 

142. The private Traders muft not be fuffered to impede the Silk Trade, either raw «r manu- 

faAured, for the Commerce and Confumption of India; the utmoft Care muft be taken thatthia 
Branch of Commerce meets with no Obftruftion; nor lr^uft private Traders export CkuitcBam 
Silk to England, upon Penal^ of Forfeiture. . 

143. The Raw Silk, when laden on our Ships, muft nbthnly be r^ifteredt but the C^anritics 
exaaiy afeertained, that the Freight may, without Difficulty or Dilpute, be adjufted .in,-In¬ 
land. 

144. The Silk, when in^rtedi muft pafs into the Company’s Warehoufes, and be chargeable 
with the fame Freight the Company pay the Owners. ■ 

145. The other Charges muft tx fettled and paid in the fame Manner as is now done with re- 

fpeA to private Trade, ea;cept tha| no Charge lhail be made for rihhe# Indulgence /OC. JSxcccd- 
ings. . Af 

146. That if any Raw Silk is found unregiftered, the Whole fhall be forfeited, One HiJf to the. 
Infoimer, the other Moie^ to Poplar Hofpital. 
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Mr* BbUghton Roufe,—Conditidn of WcaVefs, &c. 

^ H A R LE S William Boughton Rouft, Efquire, a Mcmbet of your Committee, was afted,- 
Whether^ whilft he was Provincial Chieif of Dacca, he had any particular Occafion to turn his 
Thoughts to the Condition of the Merchants and ManufaAurers of that Place ? he faid, Upon 
his hm Arrival at Dacca he found a general Difeontent among the Weavers and Merchants, 
both Native and Europeanand Enquiry was made into the Caufe of thofe Difeontents; the Par> 
ticulars of which will appear at large in the Dacca Confultations j in Addition to which he 
begged Leave to refer the Committee to the Copy of a Letter, which he then delivered in to the ^J'“*'** 
Committee, which he addrefled to General Clavering, upon his requefting his (Mr. Roufe's) Opi- 
nion upon that Subject. In this Letter the CircUmftances of the Company’s Invrftmcnt, and the 
Difeontents of the Weavers, are treated at large.*—Being then alked. Whether he has fince had 
any Reafons to alter the Opinions he then entertained P he faid. He is rather confirmed in 
them. 


APPENDIX, N“ 50 . 


COPY of a Letter from Charles William Boughton Roufe, Efquire, Provincial Chief <jf Dacca* 
to General Clavering, in September 1776. 

Dear Sir, 

TAM happy to find that the Sentiments I entertain concerning the Trade of this Province are 
fuch as merit your Approbation i and heartily wilh it were in my Power to ofiFer to your Con- 
fidcration fuch a Syftem of Arrangements as might completely prevent the Operations of undue 
Influence. In the prefent confufed State of Things, I fear we muft not expeft an immediate Re¬ 
form, but muft content ourfelves with Palliatives and Expedients. But, as you are pleafed to 
defirc my Opinion upon the prefent Condition of the Cloth Trade of this Province, and the Com¬ 
pany’s Balances, I will with great Pleafure fubmit to you my Idea upon thefe Subjefts. I con- 
fefs I ivm a hearty Advocate for unreftrained Freedom of Trade} but it might be unfafe to eftablifli 
it in its fulleft Extent, until the EflFefts of arbitrary and erroneous Principles are in fome Degree 
removed j fo that fome Meafures I might now propofc for temporary Convenience, would not be 
perfedly confiftent with that extenfive Freedom 1 would defire to cftablilh, and which, 1 am 
confident, will be the more eftablifiied and maintained in Proportion as the Britilh Adminiftration 
in India ihall become more liberal and enlightened. 

There is an Obfervation of Sir James Steuart, which is juft in itfelf, as being founded in the 
univerfil Principles of Commerce, and feems to derive Force from the prefent State of the Trade 
and ManufaAures of Dacca. His Wprds are thefe: “That the Maniifa<ftures of Bengal need 
« Encouragement is certain, fince the Quality of Goods is faid to be inferior to what it was fome 
« Years ago, while the Prices are higher, and the Supply lefs. This never can be the Operation 
“ of Trade j it muft proceed from fome internal Dcfedi, which ought to be well examinedi(i?u »4 
” its Caufes removed.” 

In EfFeft wc have found the Trade of Dacca for thefe Two Years paft, to be a perpetual Scene 
of Complaint and Difputation : The Company’s Agents profelTing to pay higher Prices to the 
Wcavcfs, whilft the Lcadenhall Sales fhew a heavy Lofs to the Company, and the Weavers 
have even travelled in Multitudes, to prefer their Complaints at the Prefidency: The Amount of 
the Inveftment cojnparatively fmall, with Balances comparatively large j and, as I underftand, 
.generally contefted by the Weavers; The native Merchants, called Delolls, removed from tfi^jir 
Influence, as prejudicial to the Company’s Concerns} and European Merchants compluining 
againft undue Influence of the Company’s Commercial Agents, in preventing the free Sturchafp 
0? thofe Goods, even which the Coinpany never takes. 

Unlefs fome. Remedy is applied to thofe Evils, the Confcquences muft be ruinous to one of 
our moft valuable Provinces, as well as to this Branch of the Nation’s India Trade. From the 
beft Inform^n I can obtain, the Value of Cloths annually fabricated in the Dacca Province Ten 
Years ago, when the Price was lower than it is at prefent, was from Twenty-five to Thirty, and even 
Sat. Com. Rep.' IX. [ ^ ] 
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to Thirty-five Lacks of Rupees. It is now eftimated at about Twenty Lacks. Of this Produce 
the Company require about Five Lacks, Fart of which is to arife from fuch Portion of their out- 
(landing Balance, as may be recovered in the Courfe of the Year. The whole Amount of this 
Balance is very confiderable, if we admit to be iuftly 4 uc from t^c V{fa,vcr% what the Faftory 
Accounts ftate againft them. The Company have no Balance in the Country antecedent to the 
Year 1773, as till then they kept no Account with the Weavers, but with the * Delolls only. The 
Company’s Demand upon the Induftry of the Province then, is about Five I.acks of Current Ru¬ 
pees out of Twenty j and in the Amoupt of the q 14 QaUpces claiinad, almoft every Weaver in 
the Country bears a Part. They are in general a timid, helplefs People; many of them poor tp 
the otmoft Degree of Wretchednefs} incap^We of keeping Ae{»>untSi induftrious by, 

Inftinft i unable to defend themfelvcs if oppreired> ai»d Aitefted* »f with eoptinUsJ h*bowr they' 
derive from the fair Dealing and Humanity of their ERVployftr, a moderate Subf^fen^e for thfllr 
Families: But when this Reliance fails them, and they find their Claims Involved in intrieate 
Accounts of Balances, Batta, Prizings, Ac, carried on from Year to Year, they fubmic in Defo 
pondency to their ill Fortune, and fly from fueh an Werlaftiijg Source of Wretchednefr in Seai'ch. 
of a more friendly Market and ProfelUoD. There are Numbers who can never pofTihly difehargo 
this Balance demanded of them, by continuing to work for tlic Company, and haw not even 
domcftic Implements, by the Sale of which they could buy a liwk Thread to weave coarfo 
Cloths on their own Account. Thefe will probably relinquilh their own Country; and fome may 
take up Employment in other DiftriAs, at the Santipore Aurung, or at Maldah, whrre, I am told, 
Manufafturers arc well treated. If they are engaged for the Bufincfs of private Merchants, an 
arbitrary Chief, or a licentious Gomaftah, feizes the Goods in the Name of the Company. The 
public inveftment cannot employ all the Weavers ; private Merchants dare not. I regard tiie 
Honour of this Government, the Honour of the Britilh Nation, when I oppoi'c fuch a Difeou- 
ragement of Induftry, and fuch a Violation of Faith and Property. 

The Remedy to be applied muft have Two Objefts : One, to fecurc to the Commercial Of¬ 
ficers, a fair Method of recovering the Company’s old Balances, if polTiblc, without impeding 
the Freedom ofTratfr: The other, to eftablilh that Freedom, without really injuring the Com¬ 
pany’s Annual Inveftment. 

The firft will be the moft difficultly reconciled. The Faftory Accounts with the Weavers are 
arbitrary j and they have none themfclves. They complain, that their Cloths were prized un- 
fitirly, without any Check or Acquiefccnce on their Part j and the Cloths are lent Home, which 
renders farther Infpeftion impoffibic. Advances have been made to them in One Year beyond 
their Ability to work out, and they have diffipated the Money in Feftivals and Marri-tges, Under 
thefe Circumftances, the Company’s Balances is made a perpetual Chain to enflave thetn, and if 
occafionally brought forth to juftify any wanton Aft of Power, put in Prafticc perhaps for 
private Purpofes. If the Cloths were provided cither fairly or fraudulently, I am furprifed how 
there could remain a Balance due from the Weavers of near Five I..acks out of Thirteen, befides 
the Proportion of One Eighth, which is always withheld till the Deliveries of the Weavers ar« 
compleated, 

I cannot pafs without Remark thofc oppreffivc Orders fent out by the Court of Direftors^ 
which prohibit all the Merchants in their Jurifdiftion from prefuming to trade till their In¬ 
veftment, which need not employ above a Quarter of the Manufaft’urers, is compleated; whereas 
they ou^ht, on the contrary, both in Jufticc and Policy, to have encouraged them to trade, that 
they might improve the Fabric by Competition, and offer Contrafts for the public Inveft¬ 
ment. 

When I refleft upon all thefe Embarraflitients, I confefs lam at a Lofs what Mode to recom¬ 
mend for giving Redrefs to the Weavers and Merchants, without purfuing Meafures which 
would be liable to malicious Interpretation, and might give Difeontent at Home, as tendin? to 
difable the Company from recovering what they efteem their juft Debts. At any Rate the prefervt 
Dacca Balance is more likely to accumulate than to diminilh; fincc, in Bufinefs carried on wicit 
Artifans, who work from Hand to Mouth, fome Deficiency muft always be e.xpcfted. The 
Delolls have enormous Balances outftanding of the fame Nature ; and if they were to perfift in 
their Claims with as much Rigour as the Company does, they too might diftrefs the entire 
Trade of the Province, by profecuting their Debtors before the eftabliflied Courts of Juftice. 
There is the greaceft Reafon to believe, that the Officers of the Commercial Department at 
Dacca have excrcifcd a very pernicious Influence, in feizing the Cloths of others under tire Pre¬ 
text of Company’s Balances. Amongft others, fome hundred Pieces belonging to the Dutch 
Faftory were ftamped, but afterwards delivered up. Whilft there is fo convenient a Cover for 
exerting this Influence, I cannot fuppofe that the Peribns interefted in the Exclufion of other 
Merchants, will ever willingly haften an Adjuftment of Accounts with the Weavers, who would 
be thereby placed at Liberty to chufc their Employer. Were this once effefted, the Trade 
might go on fuccefsfully. Perhaps the Weavers, from a pure Defire of extricating themfelvcs, 
would be contented to pay Half of the Balance demanded, and to let it be dedufted by finall 


* Bralcer*, who were paid only for the Cloths delivered, and were anlwerablc for all outiHandipj; Balances. 

5 Proportions 
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ytppqrtions from thpir future Advances. At any Rate, fomething fliould be done to afeertain the 
Amount duc/rom each Individual j and it is better for them and for the Couritry, that even an 
unjuft Claim Ihould be decreed againft them> provided the Account is fixedi than that it fhould 
for ever be le^t indefinite and undecided. I mention the following Hints for Regulations, 
^hich would « leaft affqrd a Palliative, and ftill preferve to the Faiftory Agents a very confider- 
^le Degree of Influence. Although they may apt all be deemed eligible, the Difcufllon of the 
Subjeft will perhaps place it in diEFerem Lights, and fuggeft foipething more perfedt to Perfons 
of ampler Knowledge, or deeper Penetration than myfclf 

the Factory Chief be required to deliver to the Provincial Council, in Englifli, or in 
any Language of the Country, a compleat Lift of the Company’s Weavers, with their 
. , iJabjtatjons, a^ the Amount of each Map’s Balance to the Company. 

L<t a ftmilar Lift be depofited with the Naibs of Adawlut, mr each Aurung rc- 
fpeAivclv. 

Let thefe Records be ppen to the Infpcdlion of Merchants or Weavers. 

, Let every Weaver’s Account be ac|juftcd, upon Requifition made to the Provincial Chief 
or Council, or Pewanpy Adawlut. 

When a Merchant, Gomaftah, Deloll, or Pikar, goes to provide Cloths at an Aurung, 
let him, before he takes any Weavers into his Employ, enquire from the Company’s 
Gomaftah, or afccruin by Reference to the Lift, whether ftich Weavers are indebted 
to the Company. 

If the Company’s .Gqmaftah claims a Balance, let the Weaver acknowledging the fame 
fatisfy the Gomaftah for the Difcharge of it. 

If the Weaver denjes the Balance, let his Account be imipediatcly adjufted, and Decree 
be pafled, by the Nalb of Adawlut. 

If the Gqmaftah neglcfts to enter a judicial Claim within Ten Days, let the Weaver be 
at Liberty to work for whom he pleafes. 

Let the Company’s Gomaftah ftill have Privilege of putting Peons upon Weavers, and hold¬ 
ing them in Kcfb'aint, for an acknowledged or adjudged Balance; but not of punilhing. 

If the Company’s gomaftah has not declared to the private Dealer, that the Weaver he 
propofes to employ is indebted in a certain Amount to the Company* let him not 
afterwards have the Power of ftopping the Weaver or obliging him to take Ad¬ 
vances. 

Let ready Money Purchafes be encouraged as much as pofliblc, particularly in public 
Markets} but Weavers fttould be liable toPuniftiment for felling Cloths provided with 
the Company’s Advances. 

Let the Gomaftah, Superintendant, or ReGdent, on no Account have the Power of inflift- 
ing corporal P'unidiment, jnor of fequeftering Clotjis 5 all judicial Operations fliould 
flow from a regular Oflicer of Juftice only, and fliould be entered on his public Re¬ 
cords. 

Let the ftamping of Clodis in the Loom with the Company’s Name be abfolutely prohi¬ 
bited, and even declared of no ^orcc, in cafe the Commercial Officers Ihould praftife it 
in Defiance of a public Regulation. There is a more Ample Method, fufficient for every 
good Purpofe, which was ufed before the Company obtained the Dewanny, and has ge¬ 
nerally been obfcrvcd flnee that Period, which is attended with no Violence; that is, 
for tlie Company’s Cloths to be marked foon after they are begun, by the Officer called 
Mokeem; who is employed by the Gomaftah to fuperintend tlie Looms. This may 
equally prevent them from being fpid to other People by Weavers of fufpicious 
CharaAers. 

The like Privilege l^uld be fdlowed to private Merchants, if the Weavers are not in 
Balance to .the Conripany. 

Thefc Ideas arife to ,me from a general View of a Subjeft, than which nothing ought to be 
morfc Ample, but now involved in Intricacy, and perplexed with Difficulties. I have already ex¬ 
tended them fo mveh conqerping the Trade in general, that the lefs remains to be faid upon the 
Second ObjeA I propof^d fpr Examination} which was, to reconcile the Freedom of Trade expe¬ 
dient for the Proqierity of the Country, with the fuccefrful ProviAon of the Company’s Cloths. I 
confefs it is my own Opinion, that the Company ought to provide their Inveftment upon the fame 
Footing as they did before the AcquiAtion of the Dewanny, and with no othei- Influence than that 
which their Weight of Cafh and Promptitude of Payment will procure them. Thefe Advantages 
would procure them the Preference in every Market. The jufteft Rule would be, that every Pur- 
chafer mould be entitled to the Delivery of the Goods by the Priority of his Advances. The 
Company, however, would never accede to fuch a levelling Propofition. It is trifling with com¬ 
mon Senfe to affirm, that Influence and Authority arc ncccffary for the inconfiderable Inveftment 
of Five Lacks-iif *1^® Dacca Province. But even allow the Company the Clioicc of tli» 

whole Market for that Sum} let even the Serv.ints of the Fafrory have Five Lacks moie for 
their own Trade» furcly the Remainder may be conceded to the free Cmjipctitioa of European 
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and Native Merchants, tp the unreftrained Induftry of the Manufadhiret. The Qualities whtcii 
thefc will principally want cannot encroach upon the Company’s Requilinon, being coarfc Cloths 
fuited to the Confumptioh of Arabia, Turkey, andPcrfia. I underftand that t^c new-^rjojefted Tl-adc 
to Suez opens a large Channel for the Vent of thefe Commodities, and thit there at this Time 
an adive Pemand for them in Calcutta. Let not Adminiftratiqn fuffer the OfJciiiion to flip 
through their Hands, and an important Branch of Trade Ijti loft; which;'if hot ehtbyraged by ^ 
general Freedom allowed to Merchants of every Clafs, may probably be transfehred to other Parts 
of India, where the Britifh Nation has no Interefl: or interfereride.' - • j ^ 1 ■ ■ 1 > 

Let it be tried, whether Contrads cannot be procured from European or Native. Merchants, 
upon Terms more advantageous to the Cqmpainy, and lefs Jsrodvid^ve of Difeontent to ^ic Ma- 
nufadurers, than the prefent Mode of having the Advances madb inahirdlatcly to thp' Weavers by 
Gpmaftahs and European AfTillanjis. I aolinformed, that the greatift Part'of tHfc <ioippany’s 
Silk, which is eftetmed the moft beneficial Article of the Bengal Trade,'is provided by Contrad:} 
and that although the Price was at firft cxceffively high, this Manufadure is now fp much 
cheapened and improved, that when the prefent Contrads expire, others may be procured upon 
Terms far more rcafbnable. I allude particularly to the Filature Silk, the Introdudion of which 
I well remember to have been attempted with a Variety of Difficiiltics, both in the Price of Mate¬ 
rials and Inclination of the Natives. '' ' ' 

I doubt not, that Objedions have been and would again be ftarted againft the Mode of 
providing the Company's Inveftment, by a free and equal Admiflion of all Merchants, Native 
and European, to the manufaduring Towns of Bengal} but .to my poor Apprehenfion it ap¬ 
pears impoflible that Contrads fairly made Ihould ever enhance the Price of Merchandize or 
Stores to Government} and the eftabliflied Principles of Things muft be inverted in Bengal, if 
Freedom of Trade can become detrimental, or Competition amongft Traders debafe the C^ality 
of Manufadures. 

If fucli Contradors are admitted, let them be armed with neither Force nor Influence, and not 
accepted, but under fuch Penalties and Securities as may be free from the Vaguenefs of the 
Bond formerly taken from the Dclolls, and may entirely indemnify the Company.againft Failure 
of Contrad. Such a Syftcm, fairly purfued, would let in another Clafs of Inhabitants to.exercifc 
their Induftry between the fovereign Power and the humble Artifan, who cannot be fuppoied to 
meet upon any Footing of Equality} it would obviate, what is at this Morintrtt fo injurious to the 
Country, all Perplexity of Accounts between a great Commercial Body and Thoufands of indi¬ 
gent Manufadurers and it would reduce the whold Bufinefs of the Inveftment to a Ample Inter¬ 
change of Goods and Money with a few reputable Contradors. 

If, on the other Hand, the prefent Mode is to be continued, Care IhtJuld be taken that an Ac¬ 
count be adjufted, at a certain Period, with every individual Weaver. Jufticc and Punduality 
.are the Life of Commerce. I am inftruded by Perfons verfed in this Bufinefs, that every Piece 
of Clotli has the Name worked, at one Corner, of the Weaver who delivered it, and that every 
Difpatch of Cloths made from an Aurung, is* or ought to be, attended, at the Examination made 
in the Company’s Warchoufe, by a Perfon employed on Behalf of the Weavers, whofe Bufinefs 
is, to defend the Interefts of the Weavers, in cafe the Appraifer (called JSchundcr) deviates from 
the Samples previoufly agreed upon j after which, the Cloths adjudged totally inferior to the Stan¬ 
dard, arc to be publicly fold in Liquidation of Ae Company’s Demand. This Mode, if equi¬ 
tably obferved, appears fafe and commendablt?. It Ihould by all Means be continued; for it 
appears to me, that it would immediately enable the Gomaftah ftationed at the Aurung to ad- 
juit his Account with each Weaver, by the Report made,to him from the principal Warehoufc; 
and the Agent of the Weavers Ihould on his Part be invariably furnifted with a Paper, fpcci- 
fying the Appraifement made" of the Goods he delivered, figned by the JSclumder, or by an 
Englifh Afliftant, if it is ufual for thofe Gentlemen to fljpjfrintcnd this Valuation. 

1 am fure it is bad Policy to leave this importtint Trade under the Fetters it now bears. But 
if there muft be Reftriftions, it would be fomc Confolation if it is certain that they tend to the 
Company’s Benefit; I am myfelf convinced, that they tend to their Prejudice, both as Mer* 
chant and as Sovereign. At any Rate it is the Duty ot Government to impofc them with Mode¬ 
ration, and to prevent them from being perverted. 

I We the Honour to be, &c. &c.' 

Dacca, C. W. Boughton Roufe. 

September tjih 1776. ’ 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 19th July 1776. 

E AD the following Letter and Enclofure from feveral Merchants at Dacca : 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquirc, Governor General, &c. Gentlemen bf the 
Supreme Council at Calcutta. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

As the Intention of the prefent Addrefs is merely to reprefent to your honourable Board the 
Hardlhips and Inconveniencies we lay under from the Regulations lately eftablilhcd by the 
Commercial Department here, we hope you will judge favourably of our Motive, and grant us fuch 
Relief as may appear to you equitable and conducive to the general Profperity of the Country. 

The deftruftive Principle on which the moft interefting and valuable Branch of Trade in this 
Province is conduced, by which the honourable Company and the numerous Body of Manufafturers 
and Merchants are materially affected, obliges us, who are of the Number aggrieved, to take up 
the difagreeable Talk of remondrating, and to lay our Complaints before you •, being fully perfuaded, 
when you are acquainted with the deplorable State of the Cloth Manufadure, the Caufes of its De> 
dine, and the ruinous Confequence that muft unavoidably refult from a Continuation of the prefent 
Syftena i that you will ilTue fuch Orders as cannot fail of promoting both the immediate and remote 
Intereft of the Company, which is infeparable from that of the Province. 

Long Experience and minute Attention qualifies us to enumerate the Evils which have lately 
befallen this once-flourifiiing Branch of Commcrccj and in reciting them, wcfliall ftridly adhere to 
Truth 1 nor do we mean to refled on the Charaders of others, further than the adive Part they have 
taken obliges us, in fupport of the Fads we are neceffitated to advance. 

Under the Mahometan Government every poflible Encouragement was given to the Cloth Bufi- 
nefs, as being the Staple of this Province, and the chief Support of the Revenue •, and all the Fo¬ 
reign Nations fettled here, as well as the Natives, were privileged to furnifh themfelves with this 
Article to what Amount they required. And the fame Conrfe of Bufmefs continued under the Pro- 
ledion of the prefent Government, tranfaded through the Channel of a Set of creditable Men, 
called Delollsi who conftantly, in confideration of a fmall Premium, furnilhed all Goods by Con- 
trad, and were anfwerable for all ouiftanding Balances. This Mode of condudinj the Bufmefs 
rendered it extremely fafe for the Public Companies as well as Individuals; and it was an cftcdual 
Means of avoiding Difputes with Government. This Syftem, fo well calculated, and fo happily 
eftablifhed for the Good of all, was however altered during the Chieflhip of Mr. Barwell, who 
thought proper to eftablifh new Regulations, from whence has fprung all the Evils now fo feverely 
felt. He placed the Dacca Aurungs under Two Superintendants, namely, Mr. Matthew D.ay 
and Mr. George Hatch i who were direded to make the Advances and to continue conftantly go¬ 
ing between the Aurungs. This Method expofed to View a new Scene •, and now it was found iin- 
pradicablc to procure a fingle Piece of Cloth, except through thofe Superintendants, and at the 
Prices they chofc to fix. This Plan, fo replete with Ruin to the general Intereft of Commerce, 
has continued ever fince, and becomes dally more infupportablc, owing to the unwarrantable and 
opprcllive Mcafures purluedby thefe Superintendants-, who, under the Authority of their Chief, or 
in confequence of his Orders, have lately ftamped every Piece of Cloth with the Company’s Seal 
without Diftindion \ as a Proof of which, we take the Liberty to fend you Two Pieces of Cloths, 
of fuch AlTortmcnts as the Company never purchafe} and in fupport of what we here advance, wc 
requeft that all the Gentlemen employed in the Company’s Export Warchoufe at Calcutta, may be 
called upon to declare, if they ever knew the Company deal in fuch Aflbrtments. If their Decla¬ 
rations correfpond with what wc here reprefent, it will prove, beyond a Poffibility of Contradidion, 
that the Commercial Chief, and his Superintend^ts, want to fix and rivet an injurious Monopoly, 
under the plaufible, although falfc Pretence of providing the Public inveftment. 

That we may nor, however, be fuppofed to found our Opinion on Conjedure only, permit us, 
honourable Sir and Sirs, to mention a Cafe in Point. Mr. Cree, who has confiderable Orders from 
the Merchants in Calcutta for the ordinary Aflbrtments of Piece Goods, which are ufually fent 
to the Gulph of Arabia and Perfia, and on which thofe Voyages chiefly depend, fent Gomaftahs 
unto the Aurungs, to purchafe, on fair Terms of Trade, what he had Occahon for. Thefe Go¬ 
maftahs were feized, and the Weavers prevented from furnifhing him with Cloths. On his repre- 
fenting this Circumftancc to Mr. Hatch, who has the immediate Charge of the Narrainpore Au¬ 
rungs, where the AlFair happened, he gave him for Anfwcr, that he aded by Authority-, a Reply 
the more ext<||^inary, as Mr. Hatch was fcnfible that he had at that very Period entered into 
'^qptrads to f^mlh him with a Quantity of thofe very Cloths monthly j a Condud fo extraordinary, 
hiuft aftonilh every candid and impartial Man. I'hus, Mr. Hatch docs not hcfitate to contrad and 
provide Cloths for thofe who chufc to employ him-, and yer, if private Merchants fend their Ser¬ 
vants to pyrehafe, they are prevented, and no Cloths can be had, but through the Means of this 
Com. Rep. IX, [ M 3 Superintendanc 
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Sijperintendant. Mr. Crce had likewife his Gomaftah at Tidhaddy feized, and prevented from 
purchafingv which obliged him to apply for Redrefs to Mr.-ftous, the Provincial Chief, and Mr. 

Lcgh, the then adling Commercial Chief. Their Answers jurf'^clofe N* i. and 2.-As a furthef 

Inftince; In the Year 1774, when this Monopoly firft was inftituted, Mr. Lankct, the Dutch Chief, 
was obliged to apply to the Monopolifts for the Provifion of their national inveftment j a Mea- 
fure which was dilapproved by his Superiors at Chinfurah, who made him relponfible for the Whole. 
On felt ling his Accounts with Mcflrs. Day and Hatch, they were indebted to him aconlidcrablc SuiOi 
loon after the unfortunate Man died; and thofe very Gentlemen have adtually obliged the Executors 
to his F.ftatc to fue them, in the King’s Court at Calcutta for the Amount, where the Suit is now 

depending.-I'hefe concurring Circumftanccs at once declares a Monopoly, founded on the mod 

unjuft and oppicffive Principles. The Plea pf outftanding Balances due to the Company, Icrves as 
a Cloak to cover the mod pernicious Purpofes ; and while the prefent Sydem continues, thole Ba¬ 
lances will rather incrcafe than diininilh, and the unhappy Weavers will be for ever prevented from 
extricating themfclves. 

M.iy we, honourable Sir and Sirs, prefume to alk, in order to prevent our oppofing, in the mod 
minute Circumdance, the Orders of Government, if this Gentleman, and the other Superintendant, 
are authorized to appropriate to their foie Ufc and Advantage, the whole Produce of Aurungs, 
that can with Eafe be extended to Two hundred thoufand Pieces of ordinary Cloths; el'peciallf 
when the Public Invedment does not require One Twentieth part of that Number? Lad Year, 
when a fimilar Complaint (as mentioned above) was laid before the Provincial Chief, he fent Mr. 
Campbell, One of his Alfidants, to enquire how far private Purchafers really interfered with the 
Public Invedment, The Refult of the Enquiry was fuch, as convinced him, that every Pretence oi 
that Kind was futile, and calculated to anfwer private interoded Purpofes. more than public Uti¬ 
lity. Nor can it appear I'urpriGng, when we refleft, that this extoofive manufafturmg Didridt can 
with Eafe produce between Twenty-five and Thirty Lacks of Rupees Value in Cloths j and the In¬ 
vedment for the Company docs not exceed (if we arc rightly informed) Five Lacks, and the Af- 
fortment wanted docs not bear, in Proportion to the Produce, more than of the Five Fabrics, 
and not -fu-th of the Ordinary. Such being the Cafe, the (^mmercial Chief and his Sjaperin- 
tendants dircly cannot, in Reafon or in found Policy, have an exclufive Privilege, fo big with Ruiiy 
to the Weavers, and all the other numerous Body of People employed in prepaiing Materials for 
the Loom. Thcfe arc Circumftanccs that cannot bear the lead Doubt. They are Itubborn Fafts, 
and what we are ready to prove when called upon. 

Permit us then humbly to reqiicd you would be pleafed to publifti a free and unlimited En* 
qpuragement to all Merchants, to carry on their Commerce with Safety under the Protedlion of your 
Government; .md that every Obdacle of this Kind, as wdl as the Superintendancy of thofe Au¬ 
rungs, the Cuitdin behind which they flcrccn themfclves, may be removed. The Quantity waniicfi 
by the Company, when compared to the Whole, is fo very inconfidcrable, and what might be Sa 
eafily provided, that every Argument, every Pretence to the contrary, is not worthy of lerious Rc- 
ficdlion ; nor can there be urged, by the mod fubtile and defigning, a fingle Pica to invalidate, in 
One Indance, what we have here taken the I.iberty to fet forth. 

We cannot, in Judiceto C. W. Boughton Rous, Efquirc, Provincial Chief, neglcdl: this Oppor¬ 
tunity of tedifyiiig our public Approbation of his difinteredcd and impartial Coiuluft ; as well as to 
return him Thanks for the Readinefs he has always (hewn of giving every reafonable Affidance and 
Encouragement to the fair Trader ; being fenfible, that the Happinefs and Profperity of the People 
immediately under his Government, depended on a full and fccurc PoirelTion of their Property, a mutual 
Intcrcourfe and reciprocal Exchange of Advantages between the Merchants and Manufadlurers ; and 
were our prefent Caufe of Complaint removed, we might hope to fee this once rich and flourilhing 
Province redored to its former happy State. 

The Note, N* 3, is Mr. Rous’s Anfwer to Mr. Cree’s Second Reprefentation. N* 4, and 5, arc 
Contraids pofitivcjy entered into between Mr. Hatch and''Mr. Crce, which proves the Whole 
of our Remondrance. 

Wc arc, &c. 

Rob* Hunter, 

John Crce, 

(Signed) James Kerr, 

D.1CC3, . Bern'’ M' Callum, 

the 8th July, 1776. I A. J. Dormieux, 

Jo* Bruce. 


No. I. Copy o.'^ a Note from C. W. Boughton Rous, Efquir#, Provincial Chief, to Mr. Cree; 
dated May 17th 1776. 

Sir, 

I have ex.iniined the Contents of the Letter you delivered to me lad Night; from which I am 
forry to oblcrve, that the Fadory Gomadah Ihould Iiavc prefumed to oppofe yowpurchafe.s, and 
equally aftoniihcJ to find the Officer of Judice fupporting fuch Oppreflion by^Js Authority! 
This Perlon was, a few Days ago, fummoned at Dacca, to anfwer for other Abufes of his Power ; 
and if you chuls to purfue the Matter, I will take Care that the Company’s Gomadah /hall be 
biought to a Icverc and public Scrutiny, but if you are difinclined to ftand forth as Complainant, 

I Win 
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I will fatisfy myfclf with procuring you Redrefs in the prefent Occurrence, and acquainting the 
Gomaftah tl»t '.hciwlll'be £xuqi(h«Wc,for impediiig thc-iFrecdom of private Tratlc. For the prefent 
I fend you a Perwannah of Rcprltnand to.the JSaib of iA<Uwlur, whom I undcrlhiid to be Hill at 
his Station i which I flatter myfdf will produce the EfFeft required •, if not, I beg you will pleafe 
to infonnime, aaU 1 wiUl Tender lyou every equitable Afliflance ia n>y Power. 

4 ana, ike. 

(Signed) C. "W. Boughton Rous. 


No. 2. Copy of a Note from Tlibmas Lcgh» Efquife, afting Commercial Chief, to Mr. Cree i 
dated lyth May 1776. 

Dear Sir, 


I am greatly concerned at the Difficulties that have arofe to you from the Situation of your 
Gomallah at Teetbaddy, and have wrote upon the Subjeft to the Company’s Gomaftahs thcie, ir. 
the fullcfl: Manner j your .Servant will be immediately releafed. It is not, as you obferve, always 
an eafy Matter to diltinguifli the Truth in thefe Cafes—you can beft judge. I am forry, neverthe- 
lefs, that you are induced to recall your Gomaflah: Dlfagreeables will occur in Bulinefs, however 
well conduced. 1 am always happy to render you fuch Affiftance as may be within my Power, 
being, 

Dear Sir, 


Yours very finctrcly, 

(Signed) Tho* Legh. 


No. 3. Copy of a Note from C. W. Boughton Rous, Efquire, Provincial Chief, to Mr. Cree •, 
dated July 3d 1776. 

Sir, 

I am extremely forry that you have ftill Caofe to complain agaihft the pladory Gomaftahs. If I 
have Permiflion to coufider your Letter to me of Yefterday’s Date as a public one, which I hope 
you will allow me, the Mcafures I fliall take upon it will convince you of my Determination to 
proteft the Merchant, and defeat, as far as my Power extends, all Influence of the Company’s 
Name, when employed to the Detriment of private Trade. In any Reprefentations you may make 
upon this Subjcdl, I promife you my ucmoft: Support. 

I am, Sir, 

Your mod obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous. 

I will order a Perwannah for your Gomaftah’s Rcleafc. 


No. 4, Copy of an Agreement between Mr. Match and Mr. Cree 1 dated March the 26th, 1776. 


A. Scerbettys, Muftcr Piece prized at — 4*3 

A. Annundees, D* D* — 3 14 

A. Mamomlhiattys, D* D* •— z 14 

•A. Seerbunds, D* D* — 2 10 


Agreement between Mr. Hatch and Mr. Cree, for the Delivery of Cloths according to the above- 
ftated Prices, and the following I'erms. 

lit. Every ioo Pieces of each Aflbrtinent to be duly proportioned as follows j vi|. 30 P* 
of A—4-0 of I)—and 30 of C. and according as the Letters. 

2d. Graduate fuch realonablc Allowance to be made as is cuftomary. 

3d. The Prizing of the Cloths to be left to Mr, Match. 

4th. No Cloths will be received by Mr. Cree lower than the Third Letter, or Letter C. 

N. B. The Cloths to be delivered at Mr. Crec’s Houfc at Dacc.i, without any other Charges 
of any Kind, than tlie Prices agreed to. 

(Signed) G. Hatch, 

AViincfied by J. Cree. 

Jii* Richardfon, 


N*5. 
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K* 5. Copy of a Second Agreemfene bet«i<een Mr. Hatch and Mr. Caci 
dated Dacca, 17th June 1177(5. 

Mr. Hatch has agreed with Mr. Cree, to iiirnilh him Monthly with Six huiuired Piecai 
Mulmulls, at the following Rates and Proportions. 


Surbetties. 

30 Pfs. A. - 
40 Ditto B. - - 

30 Ditto C, - - 

100— 

Annundees. 

50 Pfs. A. ; 

50 Ditto B. - - 

100— 

Mamoodiattees. 

50 Pfs. A. - 

50 Ditto B. ; 

100^ 


Rs. As. 
a 4 JbI 

4 2 >at 86. 4. per Gorge 

* I 5}®* **• 


300 Pfs. 

Agreed, That a Copy of the above Letter be tranfmitted, with the following one, to the Boani 
of Trade. 


To William Alderfcy, Efquire, Prefident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade a« 
Fort William. 

Gentlemen, 

Enclofed we tranfmit you the Copy of a Letter which we have received from feme Merchants 
at Dacca, and requefl: you will be pleafed to caufe an immediate Enquiry to be made into the 
Fadts contained therein •, the Charges alledged againft Mr. Hatch and Mr. Day, and particularly 
into the Fad of Mr. Hatch having entered into a Contrad with Mr. Cree, for a Delivery of Articles^, 
which he would not fufFer him to purchafe diredly of the Weavers, under Pretence of his ading 
by Authority. 

We have given Orders to our Provincial Chief and Council at Dacca, to enter into a fimilar 
Inquiry upon the Spot i and requed, that if any of the Aflllfants or Servants under you, ihould 
be called upon by the Provincial Council, you will dired them to attend, and give fuch Infor¬ 
mation as may be required of them. Wc hope, from your Prudence and Jufticc, that you will 
heartily unite with us in reftoring the Freedom of Trade to that Country, if it (hall appear to have 
been violated in the Manner which the Petition lets forth’, and to place it on fuch i Footir^of 
Eq^uality, as fliall be confiftent with the late Orders received from the Company. 

We fend you the Muller Cloths which acconmanied the Letter from the Merchants, and define 
Mr. Legh may be examined relative to the Obftrudions complained of by Mr. Cree, which Ik 
endc-avoured to remove. 

Wc requeft you will keep feparate Proceedings on the Subjed of this Letter, and furnilh us with 
a Copy of them as foon as poSlble. 

Fort William, We are, &c, 

the 19th July 1776. 

Agreed alfo. That a Copy of the Merchants Reprefentation be tranfmitted to the Cnuncil of DacCa^ 
with the following Letter. 


To Mr. C. W. Booghton Rqus, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. 

Gentlemen, ^ 

Enclofed we tranfmit you Copy of a Letter which, wc have received from Ibme Merchants at 
Dacca. Wcdefire you will inveftiffate the Truth of the Fads therein fet forth (the Chames alledged) 
Vide Board of Tr^c Letter to ‘^Authority.” You will receive from Mr. Rous the rarticularsdf 
the Enquiries formerly made by him upon this Subjed, and report the Rcfult of your Proceedings 
to us as loon as polTible. 

We have defired the Board of Trade to dired, that if any of the A(TiHants, or Servants under 
tliein, are called upon by you, they fitould attend, and give fuch Information as be required of 
them. We exped, therefore, tllat you will call before you all Perfons whoaf^Uju imagine caa 
afford you any Lights into the Complaints. 

Fort William, ' We arc, &c; 

the 19th July 1776. 

A greed, That the following further Letter be written to the Board of Trade. 
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William Alderfen Efquire, Prefidebt, 8 te. Mtmben of the Board of 'ttiAi it 
Fort WtUiuri. 

Gentlefnen, 

A$ have Eeafdti ,t6 belieVe, that the Balances outftariding againft the Weivert employed ifi 
the Provifion of the (Company's Inveftment have been made ufe of as the Means of perpetuating 
their Servitude, being for the moft Part irrecoverable or defperate, we requeft that you wifi 
Airnilh us with a general Account of the Balance due from each AurUiv or Factory, the 

n redive Accumulation of it iii each Year, during the Courfe of the laft Ten Years. Our Obj«6k 
edring thii Information, is to be furnilhed with Materials for propofing fome Plan of Relief 
to the Mandfaftufers, and of a Security for the Liquidation of the Debt whioh may be juftly due 
on this Account to the Company. 

As we underftand chat the Balances have increafed in the Dacca Difttidi in a greater Degree 
than in any other Parts of the Provinces, we wilh to know what may have been the Caufe of that 
Increafc} particularly in what Manner, and from what Caufe^ the Balances arifing on the Advan¬ 
ces for the InVcdtHcnt of the Year 1^74, were incurred. 

We wifh to receive alfo a Lift of the Weavers to whom Advances have been made on Account of 
the Company’s Inveftment for this Year in Dacca, with the Amodrtt advanced, and the Balance of 
the laft Year which may be due from each. This Account we defire may be fent us in the original 
Bengal Language, as well as the Englifli. 

Fort William, Vfc arc, 8tc* 

the 19th July 1776* 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, Sfc. 

Gentlemen of the Supreme Council of Calcutta. 

doaourable Sir, and Sirs. 

The early Notice with which you have been pleafed to Iiondur our flemonftrance, and the Direc¬ 
tions you in- confequence gave to the Provincial Chief and Council here, to inveftigate into the 
Truth of what we therein ict forth, gave us Hopes that a fpeedy Determination would bt the 
Refult. 

The Council here, in a circular Addrefs, under Date the a^th July, informed us, that they had 
appointed this Day^ being Friday, for the Commencement of their Enquiry, and required our 
Attendance: We were therefore greatly fUrprized to receive laft Night, a fecond circular Letter, 
under Date the Firft Inftant, acquainting us, that thn had poftponed the Matter, without alfiening 
any Reafoo, or even nominatiiu a future Period for receiving our Proofs. This Circumftance 
naturally leads us to fuppofe, that the Majority of the Board are not inclined to receive thele 
Proofs! We in Confeqiience, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, take the Liberty to forward them to your 
Honourable Bosfd. They confift of the Declarations of Five feparace Gomaftahs, taken upon Oath 
before the Phouzdar o{ this Place (N* i to 5); and a circumftantial Account of what had pafled 
between Mr. HuMi and Mr. Cree, likewife uken on Oath before the Provincial Chief (N* fi). Thele 
Depofiiiont ait inconteftible, and fully prove that Mr. Cree has been, and is prevented^ from 
purehafing the fame Cloths at the Aurungs that Mr. Hatch had contrafted with him to furnilh; 
which original C^ntrafls, Receipt for the Money advanced, and Invoices of Goods delivered by the 
faid Mr. Hatch, are in the PolTefllon of Mr. Cree, and Iball be fent fd you if ordered. On thefe 
Proofs, and your Candor, we reft the Merits of our Caufe, and let our exponents difprove them 
if they can. We likewife enclofe the Two circular Letters frdm the ACGltant Secretary (Nd. 7 

As Mr. Cree*s Bufioefs in particular fUflerS in the intermediate Time, being obliged to with¬ 
draw his Gomaftahs from the Aurungs, as they can rarchafe no Goods, which muft be attended with 
the moft ruinous Effitftsto'his Conftituents, wholbPlan depends on his being able to complete dieir 
Inveftment \ we earneftly beg. Gentlemen, that you would honour us with your Deterttttflation, at 
from it we can only know on what we are to depend. This Requeft^ we hope, will appear juft and 
equitable to you. 

We are with Refpeft, 


Dacca, 

ad Auguft 1776. 


Robert Hunter, 
John Cree, 

James Kerr, 

Bern* M* Cullum, 
A. J. Dormieua. 


No. I. Mahadeb ComaftaVs ASidavit. 

1 , Mahadebifsfircar, Mr. John Cree’a Gomaftah, went to Tceibaody totiurchafe coarfe 

Tanjebs end Mulmulls i I carried Treafure with me, amounttnft to '^wo dtoufand Ru^s, and 
ftttled there. Soon after which the Company’s Gomaftah and tnsTTaib m Adawlur, in a Collufion 
- Seu Com. Rep. IX. t N ] together. 



APPENDIX, N* SI. 

together, put Peons over me ; which put an entire Stop to my Bufmefs. On feeing of this, I wrote 
to my Matter, and acquainted him what happened to me. When my Matter received my Letter, ha 
obtained a Piirwannah from Mr. Rous, and fent to me to Teetbaddy; when I produced my 
Pervvannah, tlicn I was let at Liberty. A few Days after this happened, the Company’s Gomallah 
confined my DeloH j and the Weavers frono whom I bought Clotti were tyed up and logged ■, Two 
or Three of the Weavers came and fhewed me their Backs. At this Time they took Machulkahs 
from all the Weavers j after which 1 could not buy One Piece of Cloth ; and Peons were llationed 
in different Places near my Houle, to Hop my Bulinefs in the Night. Sometimes I bought by 
Stealth One or I'wo Pieces. And as my Deloli was confined, I went to fpeak to the Company’s 
Gomaftah, and told him, “ You have confined my DelolJ, which puts an entire Stop to iny Bufmefs 
and he anfwcred me, “ You can do no Bufmefs here, unlefs you bring the Commercial Chief’s 
“ Purwannah to buy.” When I law all this Difficulty and Trouble, I wrote to my Mailer, who 
ordered me to leave Teetbaddy, and come up to him. 

loth July. (Signed) Mahadcb Dofs. 


No. 2. Ram Ram Dofs’s Affidavit. 

I Ram Ram, Sircar, Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah, went to Bowal Aurung, to fettle there, and buy 
coarfe Doorcas, Mugga Dooreas, and coarle I'errindams, the AlTortments for Juddaand BufTorali: 
For this Seven or F.ight Days pad Neelcunt Gholc, the Company’s Gomaftah, tlueatened ail tlie 
Weavcis in fuch a Manner, as to prevent them felling any Cloths; the Weavers told me, that they 
took Machulkahs from them, that they (hould not fell any Cloth to private Merch.ints. My 
Mailer’s Muggadoreas, for which I made Advances, they were marked by the Company’s People. 
This Day I have come to 1 ’own to complain to my Matter, and to acquaint him with all thole Par¬ 
ticulars, and to tell him, that without the Commercial Chief’s Purwannah, his Bufinefs cannot go on 
in that Aurung. Sometimes I buy a Piece or Two, but it is only at Night, and by Stealth. 1 can 
fwear to the above Particulais. 

(Signed) Ram Ram Dofs. 

Ram Ram Dofs has fworn to the above before the Phouzdar. 


No. 3. Annunderam Gomaftah’s Affidavit, 

1 , Annunderam, Sircar, Mr. Crcc’s Gomaftah, was coming paft Narranpore in a Pulwar with 2or 
Pieces of Baftacs, and 178 Pieces of Mulmulls, when Mr. Hatch’s Gomaftah, Honoop Cluind 
Seal, aflillcd by a Number of People, feized my Boat by Force, on account of the Mulmulls I had 
with me, and detained me Four Days at Narranpore, and put Chokeydars on board the Pulwar, and 
beat ami ill ufed myfclf and my People. When my Mailer fent Mr. Hatch’s Perwannah then I 
was releaied. 

(Signed) Annunderam Dofs. 


No. 5. Annundcr Ram Gomaftah’s Affidavit, 

1 , Annundcr Ram, Sircar, Mr. Crec’s Gomaftah, went to purchafe coarfe Mulmulls, at Churrue 
Baungah Aurung, the 30ih Afiar. When I arrived there, I found my Matter’s Deloll was confined 
at the Narianpore Faftory, becaufc he bought Cloth for my Matter’s Gomaftah Ram Hurry. I 
ftaid there Ten Days, and found that no Weavers, through Fear, came to fell me their Cloth. Ac 
the End of the Firft Six Days my Deloll was enlarged, having Security at the Fadlory, and came 
to me, andtuld me, that on account of your Bufmefs 1 was confined and got into Trouble. Mu- 
chulkas were taken from the Weavers, to prevent their felling Cloth to any private Merchants. 
VVlien I faw all this, I told my Matter, who happened to be coming that Way, and he ordered me 
to leave the Aurung, fince 1 could buy no Goods. 

a3d July. (Signed) Annunder Ram Sircar. 


No. 4. Ram Hurry Goinaftah’s Affidavit. 

I, Ram Hurry, Sircar, Mr. Crec’s Gomaftah, went to Churrot Baungah Aurung, to boy Cloth. 
Mr. Hatch’s Sircar, Roopchund Baaboo, at the Narranpore Faftory, fent me a MclTage by a Peon, 
telling me, 1 mull not buy any more Cloth than what I already bought; he threatened, that if I 
did buy any more, he would take them for the Company, and that I fhould be abufed *, and for 
Two Day,s there was Two Peons ftationed near my Houle to flop my Bufmefs} and all the Wc.i- 
vers were much frightenevi, and through Fear would fell me no Cloths, and told me the Failory 
People has taken Mochulkas from all the Weavers, to prevent them felling any Cloth to private 
Merchants i if they fold any Cloth, then they would be fined and puniftied. I bought a few Piece.i 
6 - in 
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in the Night by Stealth; and feeing that my Mailer’s Bufinffs would not go on in this Mcalure, I 
came to my Mailer to acquaint him with the above Particulars. 

29th Aflar. (Signed) Ram Murry Sircar, 


To Mcflrs. Robert Hunter, John Crcc, James Kerr, Barnard JM* Cullom, A. J. Dormieux, afiJ 
James Bruce. 


Gentlemen, , , . 

The Honourable Governor General and Council having tranfmittCd to the Chief and Provincial 
Council, Copy of your Memorial of the 8th July, and having dircflcd them to Invclligatc the I'ruth 
of the Pads therein fet forth, and to call before them all Perfons who can afford any Lights into the 
Complaints, the Chief and Provincial Council having in confcquencc appointed Friday next for the 
Commencement of the Enquiry, they have diijcdcd me to give you Notice thereof*, and require 
your Attendance, with fuch Proofs and Evidences as you may nave to bring in Suppoit or the 
tharges therein contained. 


Dacca, 

I am, X 
(Signed) 

C. Burrowes, 

July 2gth 177C. 


Ailift. Sec. 


When Mr. Cree complained to Mr. Hatch of the Violence committed by his Gomallah at Nar- 
ranpore, in feizing Mr. Cree’s Property, and detaining his People, Mr. Hatch gave for Anfwer, 
that Mr. Cree’s Servant had purchafed a Quantity of Mulmulls from one of the Pykars at the faid 
Aurungs, which he would not allow j and offered to produce the Company’s rellraining Orders of 
laft Seafon, in Support of what his People had done. Mr. Cree expollulatcd with Mr. Hatcli on the 
Folly of his endeavouring to fereen himfelf by thofe Orders, when it could be proved, his real l)e- 
fign was to monopolize all the Cloths, and that he could not poflibly accomplillt an End fo de- 
ftruftive to the Province. Mr. Cree further told Mr. Hatch, that he was rcfolvcd to tiy the Merits 
of the Cafe in the King’s Court at Calcutta. Mr. Crcc further faid, great as the prefent Difficulties 
he met with were, he fuppofed, when Mr. Hurft took Charge, he would find it impoffible to pro¬ 
cure his inveftment j to which Mr. Hatch replied, that Cloths may be procured from Mr. Hurll 
upon the fame Terms that he furnilhcd them. 

Sworn at Dacca, (Signed) John Cree, 

the 2d Day of Auguft 1776. 

Before me, 

(Signed) C. W. B. Rous, Prov. Chief. 

N. B. The Mulmulls herein mentioned are Serebottys, Annunders, and Mamoodbeattysj the fame 
Afibrtments that Mr. Hatch contrafled to furnilh Mr. Cree with. 


To Mcflrs. Robert Hunter, John Cree, James Kerr, Barnard M'Cullum, A. J. Dormieux, and 
James Bruce. 

Gentlemen, 

The Honourable Governor General and Council having tranfmitted to the Chief and Provincial 
Council, Copy of your Memorial of the 8th July, and having direfted them to inveftigate the Truth of 
the Fafts therein fet forth, and to call before them all Perfons who can afford any Lights into the 
Complaints; the Chief and Provincial Council having in confequence appointed Friday next for 
the Commencement of the Enquiry, they have direfted me to give you Notice thereof, and re¬ 
quire your Attendance, with fuch Proofs and Evidences as you may have to bring in Support of the 
Charges therein contained. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Dacca, Your moft obedient Servant, 

July 29 1776. (Signed) C. Burrowes, Afs’. Sec^ 


To MclTrs. Robert Hunter, John Cree, James Kerr, B"*. M'Cullum, A. J. Dormieux, and 
James Bruce. 

Gentlemen, 

1 am dircdlcd by the Chief and Provincial Council to inform you, that fome Circumftanccs 
having arifen, which oblige them to poftpone the Enquiry into your Complaint i your Attendance 
To-morrow is not requifite. Notice will be given you as loon as the Board arc enabled to proceed. 

Dacca, I am. Gentlemen, 

Auguft ift 1776. (Signed) Cha* Burrowes, Afs‘, Scc^ 


To 
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To the Honourable Warren Hiftings, Efqo^^e, Governor General, &c. Gentlemen of the SuprenU! 

Council of CalcQtM. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

Since doing ourfelves the Honour to addrefs you under Date the ad Inftant, containing our 
Proofs in Support of our Memorial of the 8th July; we, on mature Deliberation, think it ne- 
ceflary, as We have bterti difappointed in not having a local Examination, agreeable to your Orders 
(to which no rcafonablc Set ot Men could object; and we are furprized our Opponents ibould have 
hefitated, as it gave them every Opportunity of convincing the Impartiality of their Innocence) to 
fubmit the following Remarks and Circumfiknces to your Conlideration, as they all ferve to con¬ 
firm and elucidate the fevrrai Fa^ reprefented in Our Remobftrance. 

The French were laft Year obliged to purchafe their Gooi^s at Dacca, upon Commiffion, from 
the Englifh Company’s Servants, to the Amount of Sixty thoul&nd Rupees. 

Since, the Dutch Refident, Mr. Craigle, purchafed from Mr. Day a Quantity of Cloths, which 
were returned at Mr. Day’s Dehre, being, it is thought, afraid Mr. Griieber would demand them for 
the Honourable Company •, for as foon as Mr. Grueber was fufpended the Service, he again fold them 
CO Mi-. Craigle. 

The Aurungs are guarded with a Number of Sepoysy merely to prefcrvc the Monopoly for the 
Delolls procured Four Times the Quantity of Cloths without Sepoys. 

In the Year 1774, the Monopoly was fo complete, that the Armenians and Shopkeepers in 
Dacca were under the Neceffity of paying to the Superintendants 40 per Cent. Advance upon 
Cloths purchafed from them *, we re^ueft tlk Armeuiatw may be called upon to declare the Truth of 
this Circumftancc. 

The Up country Merchants would not purchafe on thefe Terras j they returned with their Mo¬ 
ney, and have never fince vifited Dacca. One of thefe Merchants applied for a Perwannah to 
carry back with him Eighty thoufand Rupees, which was loft to this Province. 

The Superintendants have oppreUM the Dekdb and Pykar, and &itcd their Houfes in the 
Aurungs. As a particular Proof of the Violence with which they have condudted themfelves, we take 
the LiKrty to inclofe the Copy (No. 1.) of a Petition from Ramgongah, a Pykar rcfiding at 
Junglcbarry, againft one of them, of a very extraordinary Nature. The Validity of which 
cannot bear the leaft Doubt} the Original was delivered intoMt. Grueber, in his Public Ca¬ 
pacity, as Commercial Chief, and we requeft he may be ordered to jprt^ucc ir. We, from Motives 
of Tendernefs, avoid commenting on Tranfaffions of this Kind ; a Delicacy which, wc have many 
Reafons to believe, would not be obferved to us, were we in the fame Situation. 

We alfo inclofe (No. 2.) a particular and general Statement of the Dacca Manufaflures •, by 
which it will plainly appear, there can be 00 Difficulty in providing the few Lacks wanted for 
the public inveftment, and leaving the moft unlimited and extenfive Room for Speculation, and 
the Execution of Orders from the Merchants. 

On collefting and placing the Whole of what we have wrote in one general View before you, 
relative to this Monopoly, we flatter ourfelves the Truth of it will folly appear. As it is not our 
intention to perplex or miflead, we have confined ourfelves to the bare Reprefentations of Fafts, 
and leave it to the Judgment of our Superiors to determine on them. 

We arc with Refpeft, &.'. 

Dacca, (Signed) Robert Hunter, 

31 ft Auguft 1776. James Kerr, 

John Crcc. 

P. S. The Paper (No. 3.) contains a grofs Calculation of the Charges attending the Provifion 
of the public Inveftment, and, we believe, upon ftrifl Enquiry, it will be found to be pretty near tl>c 
Truth. 


Lift of Money and Eflefis taken from Ram Gongah, Pikar, by a Superintendant and his 
People, viz. at Jun^e Burry. 


Ready Money — 
Cloths, 152 Pieces, valued 
Paid to Peons, &c. 
Provifions to D* 

Eight Chopper Houles 
Bricks and Chunain 



11,000 —- — 

2,400 - 

113 8 — 

loo — — 
25 — 

20 — — 


Paid Neran Dofs, the Soperinteudant’s Banian ^ — 

Ram Chum Gofe, under Sircar, in Money, Bonds, and Jewels, &c. 


13,658 8 — 

1,020- 

970- 


Arcot Rupees 


15,64.8. 8 — 


Ditto — i.— —. 2 Cors 

Ditto I Chair 

Ditto extorted a Bond for 400 Rupees, which is ftill in his Poflefllon undifeharged. 

PETITION 
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Petition delivered in by Ram Gongah, Pykar of Jungle Burry. 

That on the loth of Byfaack, in the Bengal Year ii8i, the Superintendant cartie from Bauaet 
pore, and arrived at Jungle Burry about lo o’clock; and, inftead of proceeding to the Houfc that 
had been fitted up for his Reception, fet off on his Way to my Habitation. When 1 heard he was 
coming, apprehenfive of the Confcquence, I immediately fent my Zecnanah out of the Houfe, and 
gave them into Charge of Boly Conooram, Weaver. Afterwards the Superintendant and his Servants 
came to my Houfe, and /hutting the Doors, (lationed Two Sepoys and Two Hircarralis over my 
Houfe, Goods, &c.; he then proceeded to my other Houfe, and faid he would ftay there, and 
would not go to the one that had been prepared for his Reception ; however, on the Superinten- 
dant’s Confuma, Du Vafhic, reprefenting to his Mailer the Impropriety of his remaining there, he 
went to another Place, and took me with him, and faid, you have done Bufinefs for the Company 
a long Time, I exped that you will give me a Lack of Rupees. I replied, I have committed no 
Fault, why Ihould I give you that Sum ? if you want to take by Force, my Houfe and Perfon 
are in your Po/Te/hon. When he heard this he was much difplealed, and delivered me and my 
Gomallah into Charge of Two Sepoys and Two Hircarrahs, and ordered them to carry us to my 
Houfe, and confine us there; fuch was accordingly done. Afterwards Bendabond and Four Hir¬ 
carrahs went and feized my younge/l Brother Brijoo Kifwar and Three Mohorecs, and confined them 
in a Houfe, clofe to whom the Superintendant refided, and direfted them to deliver all the Deloll, 
Malular, and Tajaraut Papers that were in their Pofieflion. He then fent Four Hircarrahs to fetch 
my H-ad Brother NundooKi/har, who was accordingly brought before him, but fome People repre¬ 
fenting that he did no Bufinefs, but fpent his Time in praying, he let him go. He then fent Four 
Hircarrahs and Peons to bring my Second Brother Soberam, and threatened to flog him, and kept 
Hircarrahs over him, and told them not to let him go out of their Sight. Afterwards Bmdrabond 
Hircarrah came in the Night, by his Mailer's Order, and nailed the Door of my Houfe, and 
llationed Eleven Peons and Burgandafles over my Golah. On the 14th of Byfaak, about Ten 
o’clock, Brindabond and fome more Hircarrahs returned, and opened the Door of my Houfe, 
went in, and feized 152 Pieces Cloths appertaining to me, and took them away with them, and 
faftened the Door again. The Superintendant then fent for me, and faid he would take my Call 
if I did not comply with his Requeft, and threatened he would ufe my Brothers in the fame 
Manner. On hearing thefe Words I was alarmed, both on my own Account and Brothers. On 
the 2111 of Byfack, about Nine o’clock at Night, Ram Churn Ghofe, Sircar to the Superintendant, 
and Bindrabond, and Befo Jagoodiur, came to my Houfe, and taking the Key from Gocul my 
Tdbildar, opened theTreafure Cheft, and took 3,000 Rupees in Specie, and Gold Ornaments, 
as per Lill abovementioned, which they carried away with them, and delivered to their Mailer, 
Exelufive of this, the Superintendant forced me to give him a Bond for A. R*. 8,000, and con¬ 
fined me 12 Days more, at the Expiration of which, he relcafcd me and my Brothers: In the 
Courfe of the Time that the Sepoys and Hircarrahs were (lationed over my Houfe, they feized 
every Thing, even my Cott, Stool, &c. Some Days after the Superintendant returned to Dacca, and 
forced me to pay the Amount of the Bond, which I accordingly did; notwithftanding which he 
detained the Bond, and would not return it me. In refpeft to the Gold Ornaments, Ram Churn 
Ghole Sircar took to himfelf Rurrecs, and the Remainder he returned to me. One of the Super- 
intendant’s People, Narrandofs, took a Bond 1,000 Rupees from me, and on his Arrival at Dacca 
made me pay him the Amount. Ram Churn Ghofe alfo made me give him a Bond for 400 R*. 
and Promifibry Note payable on his Arrival at Dacca for 600 Rupees more, the latter of which 
I paid him. In the Month of Maug, Ram Churn Ghofe returned to Jungul Barry, and took 
250 Rupees from me in part Payment, and kept the Bond for the Balance due upon the 400 
Rupees. Exelufive of thefe Charges, I was put to great Expcnce for Peons and Hircarrahs, that 
were ft.uioncd over me ; and in the Month of Pnaugoon, the Superintendant feized the Bricks 
and Chunam from my Houfe, and made Ufe of them in building a Houfe for himfelf, 

1 hope for Redrefs. Ram Gongah being unable to attend himfelf by Indifpofition, has deputed 
h‘.3 Brother, Bridjoo KiflTore, who was prefent at the Time, and is the Perfon mentioned in the Pe¬ 
tition to have been confined ; therefore fwears to the Truth of the l.oflTcs bis Brothers havd fullained, 
and the Injuries done them, as fet forth in his Fctiiiotu 
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DACCA CLOTH MANUFACTUHES for E X T O R T AT I O N. 


Eight Dacca 
Aurungs. 

Number 

of 

3 Weavers 
to each 

Species of Cloths. 

Number of 
Pieces. 

Threedf in 
each Piece. 

Weight of 
Thread. 

Value of the 
Cloths. 

Looms. 

Loom. 










(Dorcas and 1 
l Jamdanes, J 


Ch' 

Sk> 

Md> Sk’ 

A. R* 

Betty, — — 

1,700 

5,100 

17,000 

2 

— 

850 — 

.?, 7».500 

Dumroy, — 

1,50c 

4,500 

ferrandamS, 

15,odo 

I 

8 

562 20 

3,00,000 

.Suiiargong, — — 

1,600 

4,80c 

Fine Mulmuls, 

15,000 

I 

— 

.375 — 

4,31,600 

Mucheca Call, — 

1,20c 

3,600 

Coarfe Mulmuls, 

1,10,000 

1 

8 

3»437 

5,60,500 

Tufbadie, — — 
JungJebarry and ) 
Bajetporc, J 

1,200 

3,60c 

Cora Tanjeb*!, 

12,000 

I 

4 

375 ^ 

1,19,000 

700 

2,100 

Fineft Mullins, 

6,ooc 

1 

— 

150 — 

2,49,800 

Ana and Seripore, 

2C0 

600 

Dirfimitics, 

2,0C0 

2 

— 

100 — 

16,000 

Chaunpore and f 

Scrampore, 3 

300 

900 

, . __ 

fBaftaes, Jonas,? 
1 aiid Copacs,J 

3,000 

2 


150 — 

40,000 


8,400 

, 25,200 

— — — . 

i,8o,coo 


6,000 — 

20,88,400 


Charges Mcrchandisje upon 1,80,000 P', Value Arcot Rupees — — — — 20,88,400 

To waftiinE, dreffing. Gold Heads, and iiniHiing 50,600 Pieces of fine 1 ^ 

Cloths, at 2 R‘ 8 par Piece, - - - - } ‘•“‘'■5“ 

To walhing, drcfilng, and finilhing, 1,-29,400 P* of coarfc Clrth, at 12 A* 1 
per Piece, — ““ ”” —. .— — 3 

To DelaJly, Picary, and Aurung Charges, Eight per Cent. — — 

To Government’s Duties, Siccas 2 R* 8 A*, or 52,210, Batta 4,177, — 

To embaling and Bdat Hire 900 Bales, 200 Pieces in a Bale, at aiR’ 


97,050 

1,67,072 

0,387 

18,000 

-4,65,909 


Aicot Rupees 25,54,^09 


W, b. The Commiflion and Calcutta Duties paid by private Traders, are not included.—I'hc 
exorbitant Charges (vide N* ?.) paid by European Companies, being in a great Mcafurc fuper- 
fliious, are not here included, only fo far as tltey arc obliged to pay in common with otltei- 
fair Traders. 


Number of People employed. 


6,0001 Maunds. 


Thread in Cloths — — — * 

Ditto irt flowering, and for Sale — 2,000] 

One Womiin prepares COtfon, and fpins about 4 SeerS pw Annum •*- Women 
Thread froirt Surat Cotton, a- -a- ua^. Mds. 500 7 o ir 

Ditto from IWcaCapaft _ _ - ,joo} 

7,500 Mau'ids Thread, require Capafs 50,000 Mds. 

The Cultivatidh of 3 Mds. Capafe, gives Half Employment to Two Ryots \ „ 
for Silt Months, Nov'ember and April inclulive — •*- 3 ^7 

Weavers, and thefr Afliftants — _ — —. 

Rusfagurs — — -4- ' 

Chickendars — — 

Wafliers — —. — — — — 

Dreflers — 

Coondeegiirs and Sackagurs — — — — — 

Caflidah Flower workers (Women) — — — ..... 

Cibcgurs 25, Burmagurs 10 — — ~ 

Baulagurs ■— .. 

Delals and their Gomaftahs, Sircars and Servants — — _ — 

Picais and their Gomaftahs, Sircars and Servants — — 

25 Boats, 7 Men to each (Dandies) — — — 


■5 3,333 
25,200 
400 
300 
300 
600 
400 
5,000 
3.9 
10 
loo 
J50 
205 
54.3 
*75 
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I'he Dacca Aurungs formerly produced Cloths for Exportation to the Value of Thirty Lacks nf^ 
Rupees •, but in their prelent ruinous State, above Twenty^five Lacks Value cannot be manufac¬ 
tured, exclufive of the coarfe Cloths ufed by the Natives, fuch as Ilumiiuims, Gurrahs, B.'ftaes, 
Geezies, Caichies, Muggies, &c. 

Suppofc the Manufaflurcrs (exclufive of the Ryots) i,oo,oco, their Mamifaflurers Values 
25,00,000 Rupees, or 25 Rupees each Perfon per Annum: If the Trade is confined 10 Five Lacks, 
or Five Rupees each Perfon, how can they live? How can they pay the Honourable Company ? 
This accounts for their prefent great outftanding Balances. It is evident ihc Honourable 
Company (hould either give full Employment, or a free Trade to the Manufacturers. 

'I'he Honourable Company have ban pleafcd to order, that no private Purchal'es fltall be m.ade, 
until their Invcftments are compleated. In Dacca, this Order is in E6eA an abfolute Prohibition 
of all private Purchal'es 1 for the Agents are obliged to ifluc Advances for the following Year, be¬ 
fore the preceding Year’s Inveftment can be compkared according to the prelent Mode. As a 
Proof of this, their Inveftment for 1774 is now One Ninth Part incomplcat. Under the Delolls, 
before they were opprefled by venal Servants, the Trade flourithed, Riches flowed from every 
Quarter, and the Honourable Company’s Inveftment was procured without Lofs or Difappoint- 
ment i which Ihews, that contrafting is the inoft eligible Mode for the Honourable Company ; and 
this may be done, as well in Calcutta as in Dacca. The Charges and Lofles amount to about 70 
per Cent. •, a fair Contraiftor would be glad to deliver Cloths in Calcutta at a much fmaller Profit. 
But if this Order is to be enforced, and the Honourable Company's Inveftment to be reftridted to 
Five Lacks, the following Confequences will, in all Probability, cnfuc. 

Some Years ago, Thirty Lacks Value in Cloths for Exportation were procurable in the Dacca 
Aurungs 1 whereas, at prefent, more th.in Twenty-five Lacks cannot be expefted; from which 
dedudt this Year’s Inveftment, Five Lacks, the Remainder, ao Lacks, or a conliderable Part of it, 
will be loft to this Country. The induftrious Manufadurcr muft fuller accumulated Ruin by Lofs 
of Employment, and Inability to pay their Debts to the Honourable Company. The Revenue 
willfoon feel the bad Effefts, for every Manufadurer is a Farmer, and confcquently the Honourable 
Company, as well as tiie mod advantageoua Commerce of this Country, muft fuffer a moft material 
Injury — , — •— — — — 20,00,000 

The Government and Calcutta Duties, Five per Cent, upon 20 Lacks of Rupees, 
amounts to — • — . 1,00,000 

A Duty paid to Government in Dacca by the Delolls and I'ykars, for the Cloth 

Mahals, 3,600 per Year, which ceafed when the Monopoly in 1774 commenced — 

If Trade was given free and flouriflilng, 25 Lacks in Cloth would require 50 Thou- 
fand Mauods of Dacca Capafs (Cotton)} which, at Ten Rupees per Maund, is 
5,00,000 Rupees, Half of which is Revenue; but if the Manuf^ure is rettrifted to 
Five Lacks, 10,000 Maunds of Capafs will be fufficient, which at the prefent low 
Price, Throe Rupees (a ftrong Prpof of a perilhing Manufadory) the Amount will only 
be 30 thoufand Rupees; Half of which being Revenue, fobftraded from 250 thoufand, 
gives a Deficiency of Zemindar’s Revenue 2.35,000 Rupees, befidcs the Injury to the 
poor Ryoit — — 2,35,000 


A.R’ — 23,38,600 


"When to the above LolTes are added the Rifqueof Depopulation by Famine, and Emigration of 
the moft valuable Subjeds of this Country (the Manufadurers and Ryotts) the Honourable 
Company had better fink in the Ganges their Dacca Inveftment, by which for fevcral Years they 
have been great Lokrs, than perfift in a Meafure of fuch ruinous Tendency, without any Profped 
of Advantage, except to Three of their Servants, the Chief, and his Two Soperintendants. Un- 
fliackle the Cloth Trade-, proted the Manufadurer, the Ryott, and the F'air Trader; abolifli impo¬ 
litic Taxes upon this ftaple Export; encourage all foreign Purch.alers, this Trade will revive, and 
the Influx of Specie for the Manufadurcs, the original Source of this Country’s Riches, may again 
return, to balance the aftonilhinc Drains which this Country has fuftained of'late Years, The 
Diftrid has fcnfibly felt the fatal EfFcds of reftrided I'rade. Within this laft 'Twelve Months 
the Honourable Company have tranfported to Calcutta 25 Lacks of Rupees: When the Cloth 
Trade flourifhed this never happened ; the Merchant was glad to take their Bills upon Dacca for 
the Purchafeof his Goods, the Produce of the Diftrid. The Inland 'Trade with this Diftridt is now 
loft. In 1774, when the Monopoly commenced, the Up-country Merchants brought to Dacca 
large Sums of Cafli, as ufual; but carried it all Home again, rather chan' pay to the Superintendants 
a Profit of 40 per Cent. The Armenians living in Dacca were obliged to purchafe from them at 
this Race, and to pay a Duty of Five per Cent, j befidcs, there is no Market in India will bear 
fuch a Premium. 

Robert Hunter, 

Dacca, (Signed) John Cree, 

31ft Anguil 1776. James Kerr, 

Bern* M‘ CuIIiim. 
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ENCLOSURE (N* 3.) 

A Grofs Calculation of the Charges Merchandize upon the Honourable Company’s Dacca Inveft- 
ment of 5 Lacks of Rupees, 1776. 


Pay and Allowance to the Commercial Chief, Afliftants, and Charges of the Buxey 
2,500 A. Rs. per Month — 30,000 

Faftory Eftablilhmenr, at 1,400 Rupees per Month — — 16,800 

Profits by Aurung Charges, and Superintendants Allowances, charged at 

12.8. per Cent, whereas 8 per Cent, is fully fufficient, Rup* 4. 8 A* — 22,500 

Profit of the Export Warehoufe, to the Chief, fitc. by Gold Thread, Walhing, 

Drelfing, Flowering, Embaling, &c» 15,000 

Dead Stock, valued at 80,000 Rs. (PaAory Houfe 50,000, Tcfgong Houfe . 

12,000, Mr. Legh’s Houfe 8,000, and Mr. Day’s Houfe 10,000) Interefl; 
atJoperCent. 8,000 

Sepoys, 100 for the Fadtory, 40 in the Aurungs, and 20 to guard Boats, 

&c. at 6 R* per M* each, is 960 — 11,500 

Lofs by Balance at 10 per Cent. — — — — 50,000 

Profit to the Agents, on the Rupees advanced to the Weavers, at 3 per 

Cent. — — — — — — 15,000 

Rebuilding Part of Tezgong Houfe —^ — 7,000 

Superfluous Charges. 

The real and necelTary Charges of an Inveftment, amount to about R* 22.5 A* per Cent. 

(vide Statement of the Dacca Manufadtures, N* 2.) which upon 5 Lacks is — — 

Intereft upon 5 Lack, for One Year, at 10 per Cent. — — 50,000 

Damages and Rifque of the River, at i per Cent —• 5,000 


Connahat, 


*»74.820 


r, 11,600 


AR’A* 


55,000 


Amount of Charges 68. 4. 6. per Cent. 


Remarks. The Calcutta Duties, 21 per Cent, or 12,500 AR*, are not included i neither is the 
Lofs and Rifque attending the Agents playing with the Company’s Money, nor the Profits gained 
by the Agents upon Sales of the Honourable Company’s ferreted Cloths, which in Juftice Ihould 
be carried to the Credit of the Company. The Armenians and Shopkeepers in Dacca have been 
obliged to purchafe them at the Rate of 40 per Cent.; the Agents alfo procure Cloth to private 
Merchants at 10 per Cent. Commiffion ; unlefs they are very faithful Servants, the Balances may 
fall upon their honourable Mafters; and if they fhould advance the Honourable Company’s 
Money, the private Trade will gladly give him Ten per Cent, more as Intereft, which is a clear 
gain to the Agent of ao per Cent, at the Expcnce and Rifque of his Mafters. For the general Lofs 
to the Honourable Company and this Country, fee N* z. 

The preceding Calculation, however incorredt, is fufficiently exadt to (hew that the Honourable 
Company pay nigh Seventy per Cent. Charges upon their Dacca Inveftment, and it is certain 
that the Natives would fell their Cloths for One>thiid of the Profit in Calcutta, and Delolls would 
coniradt to deliver their Inveftment in Calcutta, completely finiflied, for Half the Sum: From 
which it is evident, that the mercantile Fadlory at Dacca (and perhaps every Fadfory in the 
Country) is not only ufclcfs, but a heavy Lofs to the Honourable Company, befides being produdlive 
of the almoft total Ruin of this valuable Branch of Trade, by the enormous Abufes of their 
Agents. 


LETTERS from the Board of Trade.' 

To the Honourable Warren J-^ftings, Efquirey Governor General, &c. Gentlemen of the 
Council. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Since writing to you the 26th of laft Month, we have received a Letter from Mr. Hurft, our 
Chief at Dacca, in confequence of the Charge exhibited aninft him by Mr. Cree*, Copy of which, 
and of the feveral Papers therein referred to, we have the Honour to cnclofc. 

We beg Leave alio to lay before you. Copy of the Report of the Export Warehoufe Keeper and 
Superintendant of Inveftment, on the Two Pieces of Cloths which accompanied the Remon- 
ilrances in Support of the exprels Charge againft Mr. Hurft. 

One of the Pieces of Cloth, called a Doorea Mugga, is ufed for the Gulph Trade, and is not of 
an Alfortinent employed in the Company’s Inveftment» it is however to be remarked, that this 
Pitre does not bear die Impreflion of the Company’s Chop or Seal, as alledgcd in the Remonftrance 
but has the Words “ Ent>li(h Company*’ wrote upon it in Bengallce, and in another Part the Name 
of the Cloth, Doorea Mugga, and of Mr. Cree. 


The 
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The other Piece is marked with the Company’s Chop, though it has alfo the Seal of Mr. Cree, 
with the Word “Seerpeach” written upon it in.Bengallee. By the Report already referred to, it 
appears, that this Aflbrtment of Cloth paifes under Two different Denominations, Seerpeach and 
Seerbund •, under the Firft Name it is ul'ed for the Gulph Trade, under that of Seerbund it is taken 
for the Company’s inveftment j being Cloths of the fame Texture, Length, and Breadth—a Circum- 
Bance which refotes in Part the pofitivc Aflertion in the Remonffrance, that fuch Goods arc never 
provided on the Company’s Account. 

As Mr. Hurft intimates that he Ihould very foon write, particularly on the Contents of the Rcr 
monftrance, we flxall immediately on Receipt of his Letter addrefs you again upon that Subjeft. 

We arc, &c. 

William Alderfcy, 

Cha* Bentley, 

Rob' Balk, 

(Signed) William Barton, 

Nath* Bateman, 

Henry Cottrel, 

Edward Stephenfon.' 


To William Alderfey, Efquire, Prefident, See. Members of the Board of Trade at Calcutta. 

Gentlemen, 

I have had the Honour to receive your Letters of the 9th and 16th Inffant. Agreeable to your 
Dirc<5lions in the former, I will receive into the Treafury fuch Sums as may be tendered on Ac¬ 
count of Mr. Grueber, and duly credit him for the Amount. The latter, inclofing an Account of 
Entries to be made in the Fadlory Books, which lhall be immediately done the Memorial and Let¬ 
ter from Mr. Cree, alfo cnclolcd therein, will claim my more particular Reply very IhortJy; in the 
mean Time I flatter myfclf you will not be biafled by a Reprefenration fo falfc and fo injurious, 
botli to my own Charadler and thofe of the Gentlemen afting immediately under me. 

This Addrefs will be accompanied by a Number of Papers of extraordinary Imporr, which I 
have numbered and endorfed for the Convenience of referring to; but it will be firft neceflary to in¬ 
form you of the particular Circumftances which occurred previous to Mr. Ctee’s Rcprclentation to 
Mr. Roufe. Mr. Cree waited upon me, and informed me, that his Deloll had been obftrufted in 
his Bufinefs bv the Company’s Gomaftah at Teetbaddy, and the Cloths for which he had made Ad¬ 
vances had been chopped. I told Iiim, if he would deliver me a Lift of the People to whom he 
had advanced Money, that I Ihould be very ready to render him any Satisfadtion in my Power *, 
but that I muft firft be convinced the Weavers be reprdented to be in his Employ were not work¬ 
ing upon the Company’s Money. Mr. Cree not being fatisfied with this, declared he Ihould feck 
Redrefs clfcwherc. Defirous, as I ever fhall be, to give every Satisfadion to Individuals confiftent 
with the Duty I owe to my Blmployers, I determined to depute Mr. Day to Teetbaddy, with Direc¬ 
tions to make the minutell Enquiry into the Circumftances of Mr. Crec’s Complaint. Left any Ob- 
jcftions Ihould be made to Mr. Day, as a Perfon influenced, I wrote to Mr. Cree what will be found 
in Number 10 (having before fignified to Mr. Day, that the Attendance of any of Mr. Cree’s 
People muft be admitted). Mr. Cree, however, not being at his Houfe, but at the Diftanrc of Three 
or Four Days Journey, and not knowing when he might return, 1 did not think it necelTary to flop 
Mr. Day’s Proceedings. V/hilft thefe Meafurcs were proceeding, I received the Letter from the 
Provincial Council (N" 2.) The conftrudling fuch Complaints, lb injurious to the Servants here, 
into Faffs, upon the Angle Inflance of Mifconduff in one Gomaftah, appear to me fo very like 
z Determination in the Provincial Council to llrike at the Root of the fmalleft Influence the Com¬ 
pany now exert in their Commerce, and was fo immediate an Efpoufal of the Caufe of unlicenfcd In¬ 
dividuals, even though contending againft their own Employers, that I could not avoid taking the 
Alarm, particularly as it carried every Appearance of a Dclirc to throw me into Difficulties upon 
my Arrival, quite a Stranger to the Bufinefs of this Faftory. The Anfwer I returned (N’ 12) 
will bell evince the Senlic I entertained of this Conduff. 

■ So difagrceably fituatctl as I am with an Appearance of an unequal Contention for the Company’i 
Rights, and for the Influence which muft be exerted to fccurc their Inveftment j you will obferve. 
Gentlemen, that I thought it neceflTary to declare, I would wait your Orders before I could ^n- 
fwer future References of this Kind. This I thought the more prudent, becaufc your Inftanccs to 
the Honourable Governor General and Council might be attended with more Effcfb than the little 
cavilling here about the Powers of the Revenue Servants, or the Privileges in Trade, which we 
know the Honourable Company are entitled to. 

The Inveftigation I have iranfmitted with my Letter (N* 15) to the Provincial Council, becaufc 
I thought it proper they flioulci be made acquainted how entirely Mr. Cree’s Complaint was without 
Foundation > alio, Mr. Cree declared to me, that his CIoth.s had been chopped. You will remark, 
that this Affertion is not taken up from the Letter (N* 4) he produces as written him by his 
Gomaftah, which only declares that ChakeramDeloll was confined by the Company’s Gomaftahs upon 
Mr. Day’s. No fuch Perfon was to be found as Chakcram Deloll 1 but it appears as fully proved 
as Evidences (taken without judicial Authority) can prove, that no Cloths whatever, not even 
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Fort William, 
the 2d Auguft 1776. 
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thofc of the Company at Tcetbadily, h?d been chopped j that Mr. Crtc had made no Advan*^^* 
that he had. By urider-hand Means, employed a Weaver, actually indebted to and working tor the 
Company, with Afllirances, or at Ic^ft hfopes, that he wqujd be protefted from the Demands, how¬ 
ever lawful, of the Company’s Agents. Mr. Cree alfo, not corjtent with enticing One Man fiom the 
Company, had, by fihifter Methods, and tendering rc^y Money to the orhci Weavers, ai‘tiullv 
corrupted titem fo far as to induce them to fell him the Company’s Cloths, (lor tlje Company cer¬ 
tainly received Cloths from tlie 'lectbaddy Aurung) under the Prices mentioned in the Couile of 
t|ic h-nquiry. From the invefligation you vill further learn that Mr. Cree let out upon thele Mal- 
praftices with holding out to the Gomaftah ^t Tcctbaddy the Terror of the punifluncntJie got inflidlcd 
laft Year upon the Gomaftah at Dumrby, which indeed the Revenue Gentlemen alfo lay nuicii 
Strefs on-, an Inflance how the belt Intentions of Government may be abulcd, .ind lhanjcfully mail.- 
fubfervient to the Views and Defighs of an interefted Individual. A Remaik, further worth the 
Board’s Notice, is the Influence one Man was capable of throwing over the whole Body of \Vcavcrs, 
from the Kxpedation they were filled with by Mr. Cree’s ff^eaver Agent, who olFered to purchal'e 
for ready Money what the Company had already paid for j a ftrong Proof of which is the Difference 
of the Quantity of Cloths delivered before and after thefe Meafurcs, fo prejudicial to the Company, 
were fiipprefled. 

Under the ferious liefledions which thefe Fafts are capable of creating in a Man, whofe Charac¬ 
ter and Credit fo materially depend on the Succefs of his Endeavours to fecure the Company’s 
whole Commercial Property at this Factory, the Board, I doubt not, will pardon my moft urgent 
Inftances to afleit the Privileges of Trade which they enjoy, both from the Rights of their Charter 
and the Firmauns of the Country Government, obtained long before the Honourable Company 
acquired the Dewanny. 

I truft. Gentlemen, that the Length of Time I have ferved the Honourable Company, without 
ever having incurred a Cenfure, either from my Employers or Superiors, will free me in your 
■^^houghts from every Sufpicion of being deiirous of bettering my Fortune to the Deftruftion of 
the Manufafture, the Ruin of the Inhabitants, or the Exclufion of the Fair Traderand tho’ I 
miift lament the Nece/fity I am reduced to, of oppqfing the Torrent of Opprobrium, which the 
Difeontent of Individuals, thwarted in flmilar and illegal Defigns, is lo.iding rne with, and alfo 
the rnviciious Lights thrown upon the Company’s necelTary Influence, by the frivolous and ill- 
rounded Complaint of a difappointed Man; Yet, in defpitc of every Odium I may incur, I am 
rmly relblvcd to maintain the Honourable Company’s Commercial Privileges in their fullell 
Extent i and this being my only View, 1 cannot doubt your Support, efpccially as the above Cir- 
cumftances clearly demonllrate how extremiiily requifite it is, to enable me to countcradt itinerant 
Europeans, who, by a perfonal Attendance at the Aurungs, and clandefline nightly Purchalcs, 
have It in their Power to involve in Balance every Rupee advanced to the Weavers or, what is 
nearly as bad, oblige me to receive inferior and unlalcable Cloths. 

I lhall only at this Time add, that the Company’s Trade, fo far from being prejudicial to the 
Country on its prefent Plan, is much more beneficial to the Manufai^urer in every Refpedb, than 
the former Mode of Provifion by the Delolls j and which is ftrongly corroborated by the Affertions 
of the Weavers thcmfelves. Accompanying is a Lift of the fevcral Enclofures. 

I am, with Efteem, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

(Signed) G. Huift. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed). J. King, Deputy Secrcury. 


A LIST of Papers enclofed in my Letters to the Board of Trade, dated the 24th July 1775. 

N* I. Copy of the Commercial Chief’s Letter to Mr. Day, dated 6th July. 

N* 2. Copy of the Provincial Chief and Council’s Letter to the Commercial Chief, dated the 
8th of July. 

3. Copy of Mr. Crec’s Letter tO;Mr. Rous, enclofed in the Provincial Council’s Letter of the 

8th of July. \ 

4. Copy of a Letter to Mr. Ciee^ from his Gomaftah at Teetbaddy, dated the 20th of Affar 
1183, enclofed in the Provincial Council’s Letter, dated the 8ch'July. 

5. Copy of the Commercial Chiefs Letter to Mr. Day, dated the 9th of July, enclofing 

No. 3 and 4. ^ ' 

6. Copy of the Commercial Chiefs Letter to the Provincial Council, dated the 1 ilh July. 

7. Copy of the Provincial Council’s fetter, dated the 1 ith July, 

8. Copy of a Petition of the Dacca Weavers, enclofed in the Provincial Council’s Letter of th* 
nth July. 

9. Copy of Mr. Day’s Letter to the Commercial Chi?f, dafed Tcctbatldy, the nth July. 

10. Copy of the Commercial Chiefs Letter to Mr. Crw, dated 14th July. 

11. Copy of the Commercial Chiefs Letter to Mr. Day. dated the 14th July. 

12. Copy of the Cotpmercial Chiefs Letter to the Provincial Council, d^ted the 15th July. 

. ' U- Copy 


Dacca, 

the 24th July 1776. 
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H- P9py pf Mr. pay> Lcffisf to th? Cppini<rG(al Chief, cnploCng bis Enquiry, dated the 
)th July; 

14. Copy of Mr. Day’s Invcf^ation at Teetbaddy, dated the 19th July. 

15. Copy of the Commercial Chief’s Letter to the Provincial Council, dated the 23d July. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) J. King, Deputy Secretary. 


To Mr. Matthew Day, Sxiperintendant. 

Sir, 

Ppon Repeipt. hereof, you will propced to the Teetbaddy Aurung, and exert yourfelf in oblig¬ 
ing of the Weavers to deliver their Cloths agreeably to the Advances they have received, and tire 
Engagements they have entered into with the Company; as you will find, by the inclofed Copy 
of a Letter received from the Gomaftah there, that the Cloths already received arc (hort in Meafure, 
and ill fabricated. At the fame Time ^ou will be pleafcd to inquire into a Complaint made to me 
by Mr. Gree, of fome of his Cloths having, by Order of the Gomaftah, been marked with the Com¬ 
pany’s Chop in the Looms, and his Purchafes in Confcqucncc put a Stop to: You will therefore, 
on your Arrival, endeavour to afCcrtain what Cloths have been chopped ; whether they were ma- 
nufaftured by Weavers in balance to the Company, or Itad received their Advances for the cuirent 
Yearj whether fuch Cloths were of the Company’s Afforttpents or not, and if the Weavers re¬ 
ceived Advances from Mr. Cree, or any other Merchant. In cafe fuch Weavers, whofe Cloths 
have been chopped, arc neither in balance nor received the Company’s Advances, you will caufe 
fuch Cloths to be left with the Manufadurcr, and peremptorily forbid the Gomallah excrcifing any 
Authority whatever, or interfering with Weavers who arc not under Engagements to the Com¬ 
pany. 

The Refult of this Enquiry you will tranfmit me without Delay j obferving to take the Depofi- 
tion in the Prcfcncc of creditable Witnefles} acquainting Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah, that you arc en¬ 
tering on an Enquiry of a Complaint made by him to his Mailer, againft the Company’s Go» 
nuilah, .^nd defire his Attendance. 


D.ICC.1, 

the 6th July 1776. 


A true Copy, 
(Signed) 


I am, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) Geo. Hurft. 

S‘ Wilding, 

J. King, D^ Sec'L 


Sir, 


To George Hurft, Efquire, Chief of the Fadlory at Dacca, 


Whilft the Orders we have received from the Honourable the Governor General and Council 
render it an indifpenfablc Part of our Duty to promote an univerfal Freedom of Trade through¬ 
out the Dacca Province, it gives us great Concern to find any Influence exerted under the Name 
of the Company, which, by impeding the Purchafes of private Merchants, fliall tend to defeat 
that falutary Objedl. Of this Nature we find a very fertous Inftance alledgcd in the inclofed Re- 
prefentation from Mr. Cree to our Chief, concerning Violences offered to his Gomaftah at Tut- 
baddyv which are the more aggravating, becaufe our Chief had, a fliort Time before, taken Mea- 
fures to offer him Redre/s, without bringing the Matser to fuch a public Difeuflion, as might have 
occafioned a Plea of Intcrruotion to the Bufinefs of your Department. Upon a former Complaint 
from this Gentleman, againit another of the Faflory Gomaftahs, we deputed an Affiftant to the 
Spot, whofe Enquiry proved inconteftibly, that Mr. Cree had been prevented from purchafing 
Goods, not only which he had fairly advanced for, but which a< 5 lualiy were not of the Company’s 
A.llbn;mcnt. # * 

We likewifc underftand, from a Petition delivered by a large Body of Weavers, that the Com¬ 
pany’s Gomaftahs at Tutbaddy have feized and fequeftered their Cloths in the Loom, thereby 
d^epriving thpm of the Means of earning a Subfiftence for their Families. Such Power wc apprehend 
capniK prt^erly be exercifed by the Gomaftahs of an Aurung, and apparently muft be hurtful to 
Indnftry, and the general Freedom of Trade. 

As we fliean to enforce all the public Regulations, and wifh to rcrpefl every regular Excrcife of 
Authprity, we would beg of you to inform us whether any Stoppa^ of Cloths provided by Mr. 
Cree, or Violences offered to his Gomaftali, and the Broker he employs, or the Sequeftration of the 
Cloths of tljc Weaveri, as repreliented in the prefcnt Complaints to us, have arifen from any new 
Regulations or Orders iflued by you. Wc take the Liberty of propofing this Queftion, that we 
may guard from every pollible biipuutiofl of obftrgfting the Honourable Company’s Inveftmenf, 
the Mcafures we may adopt for promoting that Liberty of Trade fo pofitively eftablifhed by the 
Governor General and Couqcil, and VKithouc which this Province cannot proper. We apprehend 
that no cx]traordinary Influence or Pqyver can Jbe requifite for the Gomaftahs of your Fa<ftory, 
merely to enable them to fccurc for the Company an Inveftment which docs not coiiftitute a Fourth 
7 Pait 
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Part of the Cloths tifualif manufaAured in the Dacca Aurungs} and continual Experienced de> 
monih'ates how frequently fuch Power and Influence ia abufed. 

We are* 

Dacca, Sir, 

July 8th, 1776. Your moft obedient Servants,' 

A true Copy. C. W. Boughton Rous^ 

(Signed) Sam. Wildman.' C. Purling, 

A true Copy. J. Hogarthe, 

(Signed) J. King, Dep‘^ Sec". Wm. Hollond. 


COPY of a Letter from Mr. John Cree to C. W. Boughton Rous, Efquire, Provincial 
Chief of Dacca. 

Sir, 

I am extremely concerned at being fo often under aNcceffity of troubling you upon my Affairs} 
but as the Difficulties and EmbarralTments 1 daily experience affeft the Public as well as myfclf* 
to whom in fuch Cafe can I fo properly apply, as to the Perfon holding the Chief Authority in 
Dacca ? 

I beg Leave to fend you a Letter received laft Night froni my Gomaftah at Tectbaddy, which 
Sicknels prevents my delivering perfonally \ by which you will fee I have for a long Time turned a 
deaf Ear to his Complaints •, I was by no Means willing to credit him, on a Suppofition that he 
magnified the Difficulties with a Defign to’chcat. Fafls however arc incontrovertible j there is now 
a total Stop put to my Bufinefs in that Auruug. My Deloll there is confined by the Company’s 
Gomaflah, and my own Gomaftah’s Houfc furrounded Day and Night with Peons, in fo much that 
the poor Wretch cannot ftir Abroad, nor even dare to bring away thofc Cloths he has purchafed. 
Arbitrary as the Country Government was, they nevcrthclcls gave all poffible Encouragement to 
this valuable Branch of Trade, knowing it to be the chief Support of the Dacca Province} but it 
was referved for the Englifli to form Regulations rrfpe^ling this Branch, fraught with every evil 
Tendency. The flagitious Ufe made of the Company’s and the Supreme Council’s Orders (fo con¬ 
trary to their true Spirit) is a Scandal to the Englim Name. I confefs you have always fliewn a 
readinefs to proteft and fupport me-, but I am only giving you a great deal of Trouble, as I 
plainly fee the Evil is not to be redrefled but below *, I am therefore preparing a State of the Cafe 
in the beft Manner I can, which I intend to lay before the Honourable Governor General and 
Council, for I find no End to Difputes. And as to the Provifion of my inveftmenr, it’s impolTible 
to accomplifti it, except through thofe in the Cloth Department. In the mean Time be pleafed 
to favour me with a Purwaunah, that I may bring away the Goods already bought, and remove 
my Gomaftah. 

D.icca, I am Sir, &c. 

2d July 1776. (Signed) John Cree. 

•A true Copy. 

(Signed) Sam' Wildman, 

A true Copy, C. Burrowes, Af*. Scc>'. 

A true Copy, J. King, Dcp‘ Sec’^. 


TRANSLATION of a Letter to Mr. Cree, from his Gomaftah at Tectbaddy. 

Since Monohur Caw Hircarrah went away, I have had no Account of him, for which I am 
very forry j from the Time Tellockrum aforefaid went, Cbackeram Deloll has been confined in 
die Cooty, to this Day he has not relcafed him. The Hundred and One Pieces of Cloth, which 
has been purchafed, cltinot be brought out; People are always watching without. The uorefaid 
Deloll has fent People into fcvcral Villages for Cloths and Weavers ■, his own People cannot come 
back} he has placed Peons in tbeiVillages, for which Reafon they cannot come back. It is on 
this Account I write i I do not ktiofv how to carry on the Bufinefs: You, Sir, ordered me to eo to 
Amunabad} alfo have written, from your Knowledge of the Place where you live, and undemand¬ 
ing perfe£lly the Manner in which Bufinefs is carried on in the Aurungs; are angry with me. 
In this 1 am helplefs. How can I write in a Letter how the Country is ruined ? it is very dangerous 
to ftir out any where. What more ftiall I write ? You have written that I quarrel •, why ftiould he 
belong to the Company ? I belong to a Merchant} what Strength have I to quarrel with him. 
You having formerly wrote about Punifhment, like to the Puniihment of the Dumroy Gomaftah, 
he is much difpleafed at it, and does not releafe the Deloll. In what other Place Ihail the Bufinefs" 
be tranfafled ? to know this I will, whatever Bufinefs is carried on in any of the Eighteen Jellahs 
under Tectbaddy Aurung, the People of the Countjy and the Peons, in whatever Places they are, 
bring Intelligence of to Bobany Roy, who at the Time fends Peons. For this Purpofe I write} if 
you intflcd to carry on Bufinefs in this Place, and do not take fome efie6tual Meafures at the 

5 Sudder, 
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Sudder, nothing can be done. In theie Affairs give me your Orders. 1 have laid this at your 
Feet aoth Affar 1183 (Bengal). Sabdy Hircarrah will inform you of all other Intelligence. 

A true TranQate. 

A true Copy. (Signed) W. Cater, Bengal TranQator. 

(Signed) C. Burrowes, Aft. Sec''. 

A true Copy. A true Copy. 

(Signed) Samuel Wildman. (Signed) J. King, Dep’'. Scc'\ 


To Mr. Matthew Day. 

Sir, 

Enclofed is Copy of the Letter I received from the Chief and Provincial Council, refpedins a 
Complaint made to them by Mr. Cree, accompanying a Tranfcript of the Bengal Information, lent 
to Mr. Cree by his Gomaftah at Tutbaddy, and t^t Letter upon the Subjedt. You will, as 1 have 
before direfted you, make the minuteft Enquiry into the Complaint fet forth, and forward to me 
every Information you can obtain refpcfling it. I alfo beg you will attend to the Second Para¬ 
graph of the Provincial Council’s Letter. 

I am, Sir, &c. 

Dacca, (Signed) G. Hurft. 

the 9th July 1776. A true Copy. 

(Signed) J. King, Dcp’'. Sec’’^. 


To C. W. Boughton Rous, Efquire, Chief and Provincial at Dacca. 

Gentlemen, 

To enable me to reply fully to your Letter of the 8th Inftant, I (hall efteem myfelf obliged, if 
you will favour me with a Copy of the Petition from the Tutbaddy Weavers, alluded to in the 
ad Paragraph. 

I am, &c. 

Dacca, (Signed) G. Hurft. 

iith July 1776. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) J. King, Dep>^. Sec'’^. 


Sir, 


To George Hurft, Efquire, Chief at the Faftory at Dacca. 


Agreeably to the Requeft contained in your Favour of this Day, we have the Pleafure to fend 
enclofed a Copy of the Petition delivered by the Weavers. 

We arc, &c. 

Dacca, (Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous* 

iith July 1776. E. Purling, 

A true Copy. J. Hogarth, 

(Signed) J. King, J. Shakefpeare, 

Dcp’'. Scc’^ Will. Hollond. 


(Copy) PETITION of Weavers confined ih the Adawlut. 

Mr. Grueber demanded Company’s Balances from us; we anfwercd, we would pay it according 
to the Cuftom of the Company, or of other Merchants. The aforefaid Gentleman demanded them, 
according to Mr. Barwell's Adjuftment, to which we did not agree; for this Reafon he confined us 
Two Months in the Faftory, and afterwards fent us to you; you referred us to Mr. Purling, who 
did not do us Juftice ; we have been confined Ten Months; dying and helplcfs, we gave a few 
Pieces of Cloth to ^ made, in order to fupport our Children and Emilies for the prefent, but the 
Company’s Makim and Deedar have fealed and iequeftered the Looms. How are we to live ? The 
Country is under your Government; we have no other Hope but from you we are dying through 
Injuftice; let our Affairs be examined in your Prdence, and releafe us. 

(Signed) Modun Bechoo Dagoochund, 

Runjeft Binodc, &c. 

A true Tranflate. 167 Weavers of Dacca. 

(Signed) W. Cator, 

Perfian Tranllator. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) J. King, Dc^/. Sec''. 




Skl. Com. Rep. IX. 


To 



A P P E N D - I ,X,^ N* ji, ' 


To George Hurft, Elquirct Chief of Dacca. 

Sir, 

I have the Plcafure to inform you with my Arrival at this Place; and in confequence of your 
Comniands of the 6th Inftant, I was preparing to make the Enquiry you have been pleafed to dired, 
refpefling fomc Cloths of Mr. Cree’s, laid to have been chopped by the Honourable Company’s 
Gomaftah; but on Knouiry, finding that Mr. Crcc’s Gomauah had left this Two Days ago, I 
have taken upon me to delay proceeding in the Matter till fuch Time as ibme Ferfon may arrive on 
the Part of Mr. Crec, to be prefent at the Examination, 

In cafe you Ihoiikl not think it neceflary that I Ihouid delay the'Enquiry on thiy Account, I beg 
you will be fo good to fignify the fame to me, that 1 may enicr on the Affair as foon as pof- 
lible. 


Tcctbaddy, 
Julyiheiatli 1776. 


A true Copy. 
(Signed) 


I am with Refpeft, &c. 

(Signed) , M. Day. 


J- King, 

Dep'. Scc’^ 


To Mr. Crec. 

Sir, 

Upon your Complaint to me againft the Company’s Gomaftah at Tcetbaddy, I have thought 
proper to depute an Afliftant, to enquire into the CircUmftances upon the Spot; from whom I have 
juft received a liCtter, informing me, that your Gomaftah was not there. . If you Ihould chufe 
depute any Perfon on your Part to be prelent at the Inveftigation, it is at your Option to fend him 
immediately •, which if fignified to me, I ftiall give Directions that no Enquiry lhall be entered into 
until his Arrival at the Aurung. s . , 

Dacca, I am. Sir, )kc. 

July the 14th 1776. (Signed) G. Hurlt. 

A true Copy. A true Copy. 

(Signed) Sam‘. Wildman. (Signed) J. King, 

Dep^. Scc^^ 


To Mr. Matthew Day. 

Sir, 

1 am favoured with your Letter of the 12th Inftant, and have in confequence wrote to Mr. 
Cree, to inform him, that it is at his Option to depute a Perfon on his Part to be prefent at your 
Enquiry. As I have fianificd to him my Dcfirc of haftening the Perfon he may chufc to fend, ftiould 
he not arrive at Tcctbaddy by the 17th Inftant, you wilt be pkalcd to profecute the Examinatioa 
without Lofs of Time, and tranfmit to me your Proceedings. 

1 am, Sir, &c. 

Dacca, (Signed) G. Hurft. 

July 14th 1776. 

A true Copy.' A true Copy. 

(Signed) Sam. Wildman.' (Signed) J. King, Dep"^ Sec^ 


To C. W. Bougliton Rous, Efquirc, Chief, &c. Provincial Council, Dacca. 

I am favoured with your Letters of the 8th and nth Inftant, incloGng a Complaint from Mr. 
Crec, with a Letter from his Gomaftah in the Tcctbaddy Aurung, and a Petition of a Number of 
Weavers confined in the Adawlet, on a Decree paft at the Suit of the Honourable Company. When 
I confidcr the whole Tendency of yqur Letter, which holds out to me a moll unfatisfaAory Profpe& 
of Contention with you, Gentlemen^ I think equally bound with myfclf to fupport the commer¬ 
cial Inteieft of our mutual Employee; when 1 revolve the very ferious Light in which you are pleafed 
to confider Reprefentations of the .Natter now tranfinitted to me, without firft knowing how far they 
are founded on Fads i I am diftreifed to have Reafon to believe my Situation here may be attended 
with every difagreeable Circumftance which Prejudice, and a Forwardnefs to depreciate an Influ- 
t nee, wliich the Largenefs of the Company’s inveftments requires, can throw upon it. Involved as 
1 may be by fuch a Contention as yqur Letter bolds out, i mull ol^rve, that in Concerns which 
my Honourable Employers have thought proper to commit to my Management, it is my Refolu- 
tion to adhere to every public Order 1 receive, and thereby confute their true Intereft and Advan¬ 
tage. 

Upon the Reprefentation delivered by Mr. Cree, I have only to remark for the prefent, that 
upon chat Gentleman’s informing me fome Cloths of his had been chopped. 1 determired to depute 
Mr. Day to Tcctbaddy, with ftrid Orders to make an Inveftigation upon the Spot. The Refulc 
of the whole Enquiry I (ball lay before you, Ihould it hereafter appear neceflary, for your Infor¬ 
mation. 


In 
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In the Second Paraciaph of your Letter of the Sth, you make mention of a Petition from the 
Weavers of Teetbad«^j and .I am perplexed in my Judgment, when I perceive jt to be only 
figned by the Weavers of the Dacca Aurung, adually under Reftraint by the Authority of your 
own Court. 1 exped);ed at lealt to find that this Complaint would have corroborated fome Parr 
of Mr. Cree’s Reprefentations, as it appears to be introduced purpofely to fupport and give Weight 
CO it. 

It is neceflary I inform you, that moft of thefe very Weavers have received Advances from the 
Company even fince their Confinement by Order of Adawlut; and I Ihall leave it to yourfelves to 
judge, how far it is in my Power to decline fequeftering Cloths, which I muft know are manufac¬ 
turing upon the Company’s Advances. 

From the above you will obferve, that I am not enabled to give a particular Anfwer to your 
Queries concerning the Stoppage of Cloths provided by Mr. Cree, or Violences oficred to lus 
Gomaftah, until I nave the Refult of Mr. Day’s Examination. 

As to the Sequeftration of Cloths, I muft candidly inform you, that I fhall ever be .aflive in my 
Endeavours to fccure the Company’s Inveftment, by attaching all Cloths which I know they 
have undoubted Right to by previous Engagements, and which Individuals are offering ready 
Money for. All public Orders which have been received, tending to the Regulation of tlic Com¬ 
pany’s Inveftmenr, you muft be well acquainted with, and I cannot but conlidcr them .as aftually 
invefting me with every Authority I have exerciled. I wifh no Addition of Power or Influence v bur 
1 cannot fuppofc you. Gentlemen, are ignorant that there ever has been a Power and Influences in 
the* Company, which they ndlonly derive from their chartered Rights, but muft ever retain from 
the Largenefs of their Inveftment •, and 1 muft add, that even were the Company not entitled to an 
exclufive Preference, yet furely it muft be good Policy in Government to give the moft ample 
Support to any Set 0/Merchants, who contribute fo confidrrably to the Profperity of rhe Countiy, 
by taking off fo large a Part of its Manufafturcs. In fliort, in whatever Light you, Gentlemen, 
confidcr the Influence of the Company on their Agents, I cannot fuppofe you would intimate by 
the Obfervation, “ that only a F’ourth'Parc of the Produce of the Country is taken by the Com- 
“ pany,” a total'Deprivation is necefiary *, and I fhall not hefitate to declare, that unlefs it is con- 
tinued on its prefcnc Footing, it is impoffiblc for me to fccure the Company’s Inveftment or Bu- 
Jances. 

As to the Abufe of Power in Agents, I fhall not pretend to fay there are not fome Inftanccs of 
it i but I would alk, What Authority can guard againft the Mifeonduft of Individuals in fuch 
extenfivc Concerns, in which fo great a Number of People arc unavoidably employed ? There muft 
be Abufes among the lower Agents of every Department v but I Ihould think One lingle Inftance 
cannot be brotight in Proof ot a general Depravity •, yet I obferve with Pain, that the ill Conduit 
of One Individual in the Time ot my Prcdcccflbr, is brought in Corroboration of the Sentiments 
adopted through your whole Letter, and which carries an Appearance of Predetermination, which I 
could fcarce apprehend, and am the more concerned to find it held out as the Criterion of un¬ 
authorized Inmience in the Commercial Department, ib lately arrived as 1 am, and ftiil without 
fufficient Experience to anfwer with Propriety to Infinuations, which if treated with Inattention, 
may prove detrimental to the Honourable Company’s Inveftment, and to my Charafter. 

I have dwelt thus long upon the fcveral Parts of your Letter, with a Dcfire to obviate, as far as 
pofiible, a Milfconftruftion of my Conduft in the Management of the Company’s Commerce at this 
Faftory, which may be tranfafted without giving juft Occafion to Individuals to complain. I 
have no Doubt but that they have hitherto provided Inveftmcnts; and it cannot turn to my Intcrcft 
to preclude them now, though I muft ever think it my Duty to combat the private Views of liuli- 
vicfuals, to fet themfelvcs up as Competitors with that very Body, under whofe Licence and Indul¬ 
gence they only can derive their Privileges of Trade, 

All I contend for is, the fame Influence my Employers have ever had and the Regulations 
eftablifhed by the Governor General and Council may claim equal Obfervance from their.Revenue 
as from their Commercial Servants. 

1 apprehend, neither have you the Power to form new Regulations, nor I to fwerve from the 
Orders under which 1 afl i and, in all future References of this Nature, 1 muft wait the Direftions 

my Superiors, before 1 can make any Reply. 

Dacca, I am with Eftcem, &c. 

the 15th July 1776. G. Hurft. 

A true Copy. A true Copy. 

(Signed) Sam* Wildman. (Signed) J. King, 

Dep^ Sec". 

To George Hurft, Bfquire, Chief of Dacca. 

Sir, 

Having doled the Enquiry for which you direfted me to proceed to Tceibaddy, 1 have now the 
Honour to enclofe you the Whole of my Proceedwgs. 

Tectbaddy, I am with Refpefl, &c. 

the 19th July 1776. (Signed) M. Day. 

A true Copy. A true C.ppy, 

(Signed) Sam* Wildman. (Signed) J. King, 

Dei 
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Teetbaddy, the 18th July 1776. 

In confequence of Orders delivered me by George Hurft, Efquire, Chief of Dacca, to enquire 
into a Complaint preferred by Mr. Cree againft the Gomaftah of the Teecbaddy Aurung, who had 
flopped his Delotl, by Name Chakeram, and had furrounded his Gomaftah’s Houfe with Peons,' 
putting an entire Stop to his Bufinefs, I this Day, in the Prefence of Babooram, Patabnarraln< 
Ghofe, Kiftnodeb Goho Ramanaund, Talookdar of Tcetbaddy, Golarum Nabie, Gomaftah of 
Mahumed Khawn, Talookdar in the Hoflimpore Pergunnah, and Bancharam, Gomaftah of £ma> 
nuel Talookdar, in the Purgunnah of Bawal, made Enquiry about the (aid Chakeram } but finding 
there was no Perfon in the Aurung of that Name, and that Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah had employiKi 
one Sachay, Weaver, to purchafe Cloths for him, he was therefore called. 

And being afked, Whether he had ferved Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah as a Deloll? replied. That he had, 
and that he had procured for him Eight or Nine Pieces of Tanjebs bought from the Company’s 
Weavers; that he knew of thofe Weavers bding at the fame Time indebt^ to the Company} thac 
he had not provided Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah with any more Cloths bought in the Teetbaddy Aurung, 
but that his Brother, who aded for him, had furnifhed him with 175 or 200 Pieces, which he had 
bought of Wcaveis of Buldahcall, employed on Account of the Company. And being afked. 
Whether he himfelf had received Advances from the Company’s Gomaftah ? replied. That he had 
received Advances to furnifh Cloths this Year, and was befides indebted to the Company in a 
Balance due from laft Year-, that he had alfo received Advances from Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah for 
One Piece, which he had delivered. And being again aiked, If he knew or bad heard of any Cloths 
advanced for by Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah, having been chopped in the L#oms? replies. That Mr. Cree’s 
Gomaftah had never made any Advances but for that One Piece, which he had made and delivered 
without being chopped, that therefore Mr. Cree’s Cloths could not be chopped in the Looms •, that 
the Perfons from whom he had bought the Eight or Nine Pieces mentioned above were Company’s 
Weavers, and owed Balances to the Company i that they were of the fame Kind of Cloth 
that the Compaq advanced for: The People he purchafed of were Goodah Weaver Two 
Pieces, Radab 'Iwo Pieces, Sabaram One Piece, Amahroy One Piece, Colloy One Piece, 
Numderatn One Piece, and fiottoy One Piece; in all Nine Pieces. Being interrogated, If hd 
had, whilft aefting as Deloll for Mr. Cree’s C^maftab, been confined by the Company’s Go* 
maftah ? anfwered. That he had not; that he was not confined till afterwards, and not until 
he had received Advances from the Company’s Gomaftah; that he did not for Mr. Crcc's 
Gomaftah after he had received thefe Advances; and thac he had only a&ed for him about Two 
Months and a Half; thac Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah had lived duri^ that Time in his (the Depo* 
nent’s) Houfe.—And being afked. If he rccollcfled what had pafi^ between Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah 
and him during the Time he refided in his Houfe, and how he came to be employed as a DcloU 
for Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah ? he fays, That what had pafTed between Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah and him 
was about the loth of April j he came to the Deponent’s Houfe, who was not then at Home, he there¬ 
fore fenc People to call him; that when he arrived,^r. Cree’s Gomaftah afked him if he would 
do his Budnels ?•—he told him he was a Company’s Weaver, and owed a Balance; thac he would go 
and alk the Company’s Gomaftah;—to which Mr. Crec’s Man faid. Very well: That he then went 
and told the Conmany’s Gomaftah, that Mr. Cree’s Man was at his Houfe, and wanted him to 
purchafe Cloths for him; the Gomaftah faid, he could not give him Permiffion to buy Cloths for 
any Body without Orders from Dacca, efpecially as he owed a Balance to the Company; thac h« 
then went and told Mr. Crec’s Gomaftah what had paffed between him and the Company’s Go¬ 
maftah, and again faid, thac he owed the Company a Balance *, upon which Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah 
anfwered, that he would write to his Mafter, and if Mr. Cree gave him Leave, he would pay his 
Balance to the Gomaftah ; that a Letter was wrote, and difpatchcd by an Hircarrah, and the fame 
Man broiieht back an Anfwer; upon the Arrival of which he (the Deponent) Mr. Crec’s Go¬ 
maftah anoHircarrah, went to the Company’s Cootcc, where thcTwoGomaftahs fat down toather, 
and Mr- Crec’s Man read the Letter he had received; after which the Company’s GomaftA told 
the Deponent, thac if he chofe to purchafe Cloths for any Perfon, he might do it, but not to come 
near the Cootee any more; that he (the Gomaftah) would cake his Bufineft from his Father and 
Brothers; that Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah, the Hircarrah, and himfelf, then returned to his Houfe, where 
he was defired to go and fetch Three Pieces of Cloths of a middling Sort, from Five to Six R* 
that he accordingly brought the Cloths, which were fent to Mr. Cree as Mufters, who in a few 
Days returned them, being fatisfied ^ith the Price; that fhortly after this Mr. Cree lent a Letter to 
his Gomaftah, defiring him to fend Three Pieces fine Cloths from Seven to Eight and a Half Rupees, 
and Three Pieces coarfe from Three to Four Rupees; that he (the Deponent) told the Gomaftah, 
that Cloths of the coarfe Kind from 'I'hree to Four Rupees could not be purchafed there, but thac 
he would give him Mufters of the fine Cloths; the Gomaftah (Mr. Cree’s) then ordered his Cafh- 
keeper Samram to go and provide him with coarfe Mufters; that accordingly Samram, Sabdie, 
Hircarrah, and himfelf, went to Aminabad; that as they could not procure the Mufters there, they 
were going on to Buldah Call, when they were met by Two Weavers, who informed them, thac 
they were carrying Cloths to Dacca for Sale; that the De{H>nent and the others with him, having 
looked at the Cloths, purchafed Three Pieces of them at the following Rates; viz. One Piece 3. 12. 
One Piece 3. 14. and One Piece 4 Rupees; that Samram afked the Weavers if they could 
provide Three or Four hundred pieces at Buldah Call f the Weavers defired them to go along 
with them; Samram replied, that he could not tboi go, as he had to fend Three Pieces to Dacca 
as Mufters *, but that it his Mafter liked them, be would then go to them; but that he did not 
know where they lived; they faid that oneNurf^paul, who lived at Surrickpore, would Ihow them 
6 ' their 
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their Houfca; Aftir this thcjr returned to Ttctbsddy, and he (the Deponent) procured a Piece of 
i^e Ciotht at Nine or Ten Rupees, for a MuHer^ that this and the Three Coarfe Pieces were fent 
to Mr, Cree, who returned them the fine Piece puu-ked 8. 8. and the other Three Pieces 3. la. each, 
at the flfncTime ordering his Gomaftah not to purchafe any by the former Mufters from Five to 
‘Six Ru^S) but to confine himfelf to thefe of 8. 8. and 3.12 : That while thefe lafi; Mufiers were 
gone col^ca,' he (the Deponent) had purchafed Three or Four Pieces from Four to Five Rupees, and 
'when the fine Mufier was returned, and marked only 8. 8. many of the Weavers told him, that 
they would not fell their Cloths for lefs than 10 Rupees i and others of them refufed felling at 
All. Mr. Cree*s Gomaftah then faid, You (meaning the Deponent) Samram and Sabdie Hircarrah 
will- do to Buldacall, and take the Mufter of 3, 12. with you. The Deponent replied, that he 
would not go, but would fend his Brother i who went with the Calh Keeper and Hircarrah, and 
broi^t back between g or 6 hundred Rupees worth of Cloths, which were fent to Dacca under 
the Charge of Sabdie Hircarrah aforefaid} who, when he returned, faid, he had brought an Order to 
provide more. Whilft Sabdie was gone, the Company's Advances were iflued, and the Deponent, 
with Neal Sickdir,- went to the Cootee, where the Company’s Gomaftah was then paying the Ad¬ 
vances to the Weavers. , That as foou as he faw him (the Deponent) he ordered the Jemautdar 
to place 4 Peons upon, and confine him, for that he was a very great Rafcal : That he was con- 
. fined in this Manner for Three Hours, when Muchteram, his Jclladar, promifing to be anfwerable 
for him, he was releafed: That he then went Home; and told Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah how he had 
been treated, and faid he could not do his Bufinefs any longer. Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah faid, he would 
write to his Mafter about it. A Letter was accordingly wrote and fent; but before an Anfwer re¬ 
turned, the Company’s Gomaftah fent 4 or 5 Peons to his (the Deponent’s) Huufe, who was not 
at Home, the i^ons went to his Siedar} and, as they could not find him, they took the Mun- 
del of the Village, and brought him to his (the Deponent’s) Houfc; when, after enquiring for 
him, and being anfwered by a Weaver, named Debodas, one of his Family, whom the Mundell 
had Ihewn to the Peon, that he was not at Home, but would arrive in Two or Three Days, when 
he would be fent, the Peons were not fatisfied, but carried the Weaver to the Cootee, when the 
Gomaftah ordered him to be flowed, and to make him fend the Deponent $ and that he was alfo put 
in the Stocksl. The next Day after this, the Company's Gomaftah ordered Debodafs to be carried to 
his own Houfc, where he was tied up to a Mangoe Tree, and beat, and then carried to a fiotique Shop 
near the Cootee. In the mean Time he (the Deponent) arrived, and Two Peons carried him to the 
Cootee, in Company with Diaram Jelladar. When he came, the Gomaftah was making Pofiab^ 
and Diaram went to his own Houfc. The Gomaftah, at his coming out, was told by the Zemaut- 
dar, that Sackay (the Deponent) was prefenc; upon which the Gomaftah ordered him to be put in 
the Stocks, where he remained about Six Hours. When the Gomaftah, going to his own Houle, 
Aw the Deponent in the Stocks^ he ordered him to be releafed, and Two Peons kept over him, 
which they were for Sixteen or Seventeen Days; at the Expiration of which, having given Security 
to the Gomaftah, the Peons were difeharged. During his Confinement, a Letter from Mr. Cree to 
his Gomaftah had arrived, who immediately let out for Dacca j and that Mr. Day arrived the next 
Day} upon which, being alked, if Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah had paid his Balance to the Company, 
replied, that he had told him he would pay it, if his Mafter would give him Leave; but that he 
did not pay it, though he had wrote Mr. Cree refpeffing it, Being alked, if he had ever 
afled as a Dcloil before he was employed by Mr. Cree’s Man, or whemer he had entered into 
any Agreement to deliver any fixed Number of Pieces, he replied, that he never afted as a De- 
loll before, having always worked, as a Weaver; nor had he made any Agreement to deliver any 
particular Quantity of Goods. Being alked, if he will fwear to what he has depofed ? replies, 
that as he had faid nothing but the Truth, he is willing to fwear to it. 

Batxxiny Roy, Gomaftah for providing the Honourable Company’s Inveftment at Tcetbaddy, 
being calM, and examined in the Frefence of the fame Perfons as the foregoing Witnefs, declares, 

Tnat he had heard of Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah having been lately in the Aurung, and of his having 
purchafed about 175 or 200 Pieces of Cloths i that he imagines thefe Cloths muft have been mad« 
with the Company’s Money, as all the Weavers were indebted to the Company, and had received 
their Advances j that after his Return from Dacca, and after having made the Advances, be had 
Complaints made to hitp, that the Weavers who were indebted to the Company and were working out 
their Balances, Sackay Weaver had been tempting of them to fell their Cloths for ready Money j that 
he knew at that Time that Sackay was aAing as Deloll for Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah j that he did no|: 
confine him then, but only put Peons upon him, but that after he had received the Company’s 
Advances he then confined. him.. Being aftced. Why he gave him Advances when he knew he had 
been eftablilhedas a Deloll ? replies, That at the Time he made the Advances he was not acquainted 
with this Citrcumftance; that he got Notice of it about 4 or 5 Days after the Advances were made j, 
that Mr. Cnre’s Gomaftah, na(ne^;Mahdeb, came to the Cootee with Sackay and Samram, and 
brought a I^ecter, whitJh be put intb his Hand ; he read the I.ctter, and there it mentioned Sackay 
'being eftahlilhed as Mr. Ctec^slPeloll, and that Mandeb was his Gomaftah, and chat if the Com- 
Gomaftah ihterfifes Tyith 'cithcr of them, he (Mr. Cree) will have him puniflicd as the 
roy Gomaftah was} that tb^d prefciu Dumroy Gomaftah and llTordofs were prefcnt when this 
Letter was read} that he told; JVIr. Ci;ce’s'Comaftah, You have cftablilhcd as a Deloll a Weaver who 
** is indebted to the Cbn)panv^' at pr^ent | (ball fay nothing, but will write to Dacca, and what 
** Orders I may get in cpnA<]^jycr, I That he wrote a Letter to Dacca, and received the 

Anfiver to It, which he now" tli!j 5 Vdri. tltilt prior to this tfie Pyears had given him a Petition 
CoM.RipnX. ;'>:o ijv. [g] which 
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which he enclofed in Ac Letter, and that before he dlfpatched it, heftnt for'Saebay, but Mr. 
Creeps Gomaftah returned for Anfwcr, “He is my DeloU,>and fliall not come/’that be then fentaiuy 
his Letter to Dacca, and that liTordafs was prefent when he fenrfor Sachay % that tfac'Perfon Tent was 
a Peon, named Jugutram. Being afleed, If he inforced the Orders from Dacca ? rephes, that he did,:by 
confining Sackay j that the Evening of the Day he was confined, a Man came’from Mr. Creo*a 
Gomaftah, dcfiring to know why he confined hisDelolt j that he anfwered, he bad got Orders from 
Dacca for fo doing} that Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah did not fond but once from Sachay. Being aiked,'If 
he remembered Sachay’s coming to the Cootee, and telling him'that Mr. Cree’s Gomafftakwas arrh^ 
athisHoufe? replies, Yesj that Sachay, Weaver, did come to the Cootee, but did not mention Mr. 
Crec’s Name, only faid a Gomaftah was arrived with feme'Money for purchafing Cloths with j that 
•he was then in his Boat, and wanted to live in his‘Houfe) that he told him, “ Sachay, you owe the 
Company a Balance, and I am their Gomaftih, andwithout puMic Orders'! cannot take upon nnrto 
“ give you Permiffion to provide Cloths i”fBbing told that Sachay conoplakied of his having font 
Peons to his Houfe when he was not at ’Home, and of having carriM cothc Cootee a VTcmi: 
belonging to his Family, who was flogged and put in the Stocks, that he was alfo carried to 
Sachay's Houfe, and tied to a Mangoc Tree, and flogged; being alked whyf of on^ what Account he 
had iflued fuch Orders ? replies. That it was in confoquenee 6f>a Petition delivCfed' him by Joolahratn, 
Mookteram, and Dearam, Pycars, the Purport of which was, that they coukl not colleft the! CloAs 
that Advances had been made for on Account of the Company, becaufe Sachay Weaver, who not 
only owed a B-alance to the Company, but had alfo received Advances for the prefent Inveftmenr, 
was going about the Aurung buying Cloths from thofe Weavers who had received Advanew, 
(and are indebted to the Company) for ready Money, oh account of Mr. Cree's'Gomaftah. His 
Petition being, as beforementioned, fent to Dacca, to Mr. Legh with'a’Letter, he was replied to % 
Mr. Legh, that if there Ibould be any Weavers in the Situation above meAtioned, that he could 
detedb purfulng Meafurcs prejudicial to the Company’s Inveftment, ftiouki be feverei'y punlfocd, 
Sachay was the Weaver and the Perfon in Fault. The Circumftatice ftated by Sachay, < rdpedling 
the Peons having brought one of his Family to the-Cootee, is true*, but that he deiries his^’cvcr 
having been flogged, or any thing being done to him, by him, or by his Ottiers, excepting that be 
told Debodofs he Ihould not be rdeafed till fuch TMne-as'he 'produc^ Sachay, wlio hada&conded 
in coniequence of 2 Peons having been feat for him $ but'tirat he had flnee heart!; that the'Peons, 
when they carried Deboodofs back to Sachay his‘Houfo, Md him op, but* did not beat hinnj 
Dearram Pycarthen brought Sachay to the Cootee, when the other Man was refoafed j that he put 
Sachay in the Stocks for about 3 Hours, and then let him-go, keeping fl>vo Peons with him 
juft CO prevent his attempting to purchafe any more Cloths from the Company’s Weavers*} 
fthat this was done to enable the Pycars to receive their»Kift, which otherwife they could not have 
done; that while Sachay was makinghis'Purcbafes,oisly 350 Pieceswere received in 15 Daysrfrotb 
the Pycars} but that after his GonfiftcmcBC 681’• Pieces came In, in the -ferae''Number of'Days. 
Being aflted, If in the Three laft Years he had heard of any Advances having been made-.ac 
Tcetbaddee, but for the Company ? he replies. That hehas not heard of.any, ‘nor does he believe 
there has bwn any made but for the Company. Being-alked. If he will fwear to the Truth of what 
iic has here declared ? replies. That he has never yet fworn,' but that if called upon to fwear to this 
he is willing to do it. 


LETTER from Mr. J. Legh to the Tcrtbaddy Gomaftah, vib. tOiBfaobanny -Roy, Gomaftah 
at Tectbaddy Aurung. 

I have received your Letter of the i5thJo«C} you have wrote-that Sachay, Weaver,/is indebted 
to the Company -, and has alfo received their Advances for this Year, and cbsc he is buying Ctocbs 
from other Weavers, who are alfo indebted to the Company, and . gives them to Mr. Crec’s'.Go*> 
maftah: I therefore write, that you will lay hold of Sachay, and tm odier Weavers who are in¬ 
debted, and are felling their Cloths, and punilh them feverely, to prevent their doing the like 
•again. 

Dacca, (Signed) J. Le^h. 

dated the 18th June 1776, ; 

^ or 7th of the Bengal Month Affar. 

Deboodofs, Weaver, being callcl, and examined in Prefence of the feme Perfon as the precetU^tg 
Witnefs, declares, That he is Brother-in-Law to Sachay, Weaver *, that Two Peons with the.Mug- 
dull came to bis Houfe, when the Mundull alked hun where Sachay was 4 that be laid Sachay 
was from Home, but he would fehd him in the Afternoon} he was not able .to do this, vt 
he could not find him. The Muiidull returning again without the J’eoqSf carried him to the 
.Company’s Gomaftah, who told him he had promtfed to bring Sachay, and defired to know wherp 
he was} the Deponent anfwered, that he could not find him} upon which the Gomaftah ordered 
him to be confined} which be was at (he Cootee for Two Days t but that he was OQt flogged during 
that Time. After this, he was carried to his Houfe, aodtiM tbaMaoeoe Tree* and oeat; that 
he does not knpw if the Gomaftah ordered this, ,but*^d the Peons him find Sl^hay, who 

prefent^y after arrived at the Cootee, and be'(the Deponent) was're^afed.]} t^t ^a^y. jfeeiog a'peon 
/CbOMiig forliim, had run away, which he had never done before} and thit^i^borant of his 
5 ' 



A, m, '? « N D I «, N* 51. 

Reafon for fo doing. <rhatfth!e Reons J'lrho beat'lrffl(j'>were named Golaub Sing and Rajah Boolah, 
afterwards let ibihi ^0, Thatahis is all he/^k(K>ws about this Matter, and that, as he has de¬ 
clared nothing but the Truth, he is willing to fwear to what he has faid. 

lirirdafs Mhorie, in the Teetbaddy Aurung, being examined, declares. That Mahdcb, Mr. 
■Crwff-Gosnaftah, ^mram'^Torildar, >and Sathay, Weaver, came to the Cootce, when he'brought 
-a Letter with him, which he, Declarant, road ; the Contents were thefe, “ Sachay, Weaver, is eftablilh- 
“ eidias my Deloll, and my Gomaftah is there. In cafe the Company’s Gomaftah enters into any 
‘‘ .Difputes with him, I fliall have him punifhed in the‘Manner the Dumroy Gomaftali was.” The 
■Comp^y's Gomaftah told him to take a Copy of it, but Mahded, Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah, faid, he 
would not give a-Copy. The Company’s Gomaftah then faid, “ If you will not give me a Copy, 
“ it is very well. You have eflablifhcd a Weaver, who is indebted to the Company, as a Deloll. 
** I'.ftiall write to^Dacca, and the Orders I get in-confequence will be executed, at prefent I will fay 
‘*.no more.” Beingiaflced, If any Complaint was made by the Pycars in confequence of Sachay’s be¬ 
ing made Mr. Creels Gonaaftah’s Deloll ? he replies. That there was a Complaint made by Three 
Jellaidars of -Teetbaddy, that the Weavers who were indebted to the Company, and were working 
CHit. their Balances, Shchay Weaver was attempting to fell their Cloths for ready Money. They 
tpreferrod this ComplainC:by .Word of Mouth. When the Gomaftah defired the Jemautdar to fend 
tttPeon to fetch Sachay, tb^Man went for him, and-brought for Anfwer, that Mr. Cree’s Gomaftah 
faid, he -was Mr. Cree’s.Delpll, and he Ihould not lend him. The Gomaftah then fent for feveral 
Weavers, and alkcd tlwra, if they had Told Cloths-to Sachay ? they replied. They hadj and he 
fuppofts, if Sachay had not bought thole Cloths, the WeavcTs would have delivered them to the 
^Company’s Gomaftah, in Part of their Baknce. That the Weavers at bill: denied liaving fold their 
.Cloths, but after Ibme Time.they confefled their.feaviog fold,.fonse Two, andTome only One Piece ; 
abat the Gomaftah in conftauence lent a Letter toiDacca, land enebfed the Petition delivered by 
•the.Pycars.) that the Orders he received from .Daeai in Reply were, ** If Suchay, or any other 

Weaver, who is indebted to tite Company, Ihall be detcfled in felling their Cloths, you will take 
** and punilh them leverely, toi prevent their doing the like again.” I hat in confequence of theft 
Orders, Sachay was confined. Being afked. If the Gomaftah, during Sachay’s Cunfmement, in- 
-fij&ed any othcr,Puiiiihme/it than what was mentioned in Mr.>Legh’s Letter ? he fays, Mr. Legh's 
Orders were to punilh all,fuch WeaveMrvery fcverely; but all the -Punifliment infliifted upon Sachay 
was, his remaining,in ;tl;e i^topks about Tliftie Hours. And that he is willing to fwear to the Truth 
of tms.Declaration, 

Tolaram Mopkteran|,a«d Diaaam, JeUadars in the Teetbaddy Aurung, being cx.amincd in the 
Freftnce of the Pcrlo^ «lM;fore niftned, - declare, That thcy are Pycars employed for the Company, 
and have received their .A^ances; That tb^ know .Sachay Weaver, who is in Mookteram’s 
Jellah) that he diad.'received Advances on Account the Cotni^ny .theft Three Years paft, and has 
jnot yet delivered Cloths for the Amount hchas received; That he .owes, a Balance of about 40 or 
45'Rupees on .the Two ftrft Years Advances,'and has received 50 Rupees to furnidi Cloths for this 
I«ar; That he has yet only delivered .Three .Pieces, and is Two Pieces fljort in his Kiftbundecj 
that the Rqafoniof ciiU.is> his having fold his Cloths to private Merchants. They complained to the 
Company’s Gomaftah, that the Weavers that owed the Company Balances, the Gomaftahs of private 
Merchants were purchafing Cloths from, and that in confequence they could not deliver their 
Riftbundce, nor recover the outftanding Balances. Thc-Gomaftah then delired them to draw out 
a Petition to Mr. Legh, fetting forth their .Complaint} which they.did, and delivered it to the 
.Gomaftah} and that tlip Paper they now give in, is an exaft Copy of it} this was m the Month 
t>f June, after the Con^pany’s Advances liad been iftued. That they cannot fpeak with Certainty, 
how many Pieces of Cloth Sachay .pucchafed, as he bought in the Night Time, when their 
'Jagiitgivcs were not going about. We, however, heard he was procuring Cloths for Mr. Crcc’s 
Gomaftah; that the Cloths he bought muft have been fabricated from the Company’s Money, as 
the Weavers Of whom they .were purcliafed had received the Company’s Advances, and owed 
Balances} that'if Sachay'.Weaver had not purchaftd ithcfe Cloths, they would have been delivered 
to 'them} and that during the Time he was inakli^ theft Purchafes, they hardly received any 
Ooths from the Weavers •, but that after Sachay’s Confinement, their Bufinefs went on as ufual, 
and the Weavers delivered their Cloths} being aiked. If Sachay had made any Advances for 
Cloths, or if any Perfons had, except the Company’s .GomaftaJi? they replied. That he made no 
Advances, but bought for ready Monijy, nor do they believe any Advances haa been made in 
chat Aurung, but by the Conipany’s Gomaftah} at Icaft they had not heard of aqy. That during 
the Time Sackay was making tiis Furchaft, they had received only 350 Pieces in 15 Days} but 
that af«r his Confinement, they received, in the .fame Number of Days, near Seven hundred Pieces. 
That from the Dafcrence in their Receipts of Cloths during Sachay’s Purchafes and Confinement, 
they imagine he muft have purchafed a confiderable Number, tho’they cannot tell what it is. 
And- in .cafe they >lhould he called upon to fwebr to this, that they are willing to do it, havjt)_g 
fpoken nothing but the Truth. 


PETITION 
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PETITION delivered by the Teeebaddy Pyean i Vie. 

The humble Petition o( Doyaram, Toolahram, Mooktaratn, Company’s Dedars of Teetbaddy^ 
Sheweeh, 

Your Petitioners meeting with Difficulties in the Execution of their Office, beg Leave to lay 
their Grievances before you. Some of the Weavers, who have received the Company’s Advances 
for this Year, and are alfo indebted to the Company on their former Advances, arc now felling. 
their Cloths for ready Money to one Sachay Weaver, who is alfo indebted to the Company, 
and has received their Advances for this Year, and he delivered to Mr. Cree’s Gomallah (Mahdeb). 
This Circumftance we beg Leave to recommend to your Nodee, and beg you will ilfue fuch 
Orders to the Weavers, as will prevent them from the like PraAices in future % otherwife, wb 
(hall neither be able to colledl the Cloth for which we have made Advances on account of the 
Company, or any of the Balances now due. Neal Sickdar being called in, in Frefence of the 
before named Perfons and being afleed. If he knew Sachay Weaver ? replied. That he knew him 
very well i that he was a Company’s Weaver, and that he went along with him to the Company’s 
Cootee, when the Gomadah told him, ** Sachay, you owe the Company a large Balance} 1 have 

heard, that you have left the Company’s BuBnefs, and taken the Service of a private Gomaftah % 
“ therefore, you muft either give me Cloths for your Balance, or pay me ready Money, and 
** then you may go where you pleafe •, till then, I fhall keep you hereThat Sachay did not 
make any Reply to this, and that a Peon took him away i that Sachay afked him to be his Security, 
which he reful'ed to be; faying, that he was a Company’s Weaver, and owed them a Balance, and 
that therefore he could not be his Security} being aiked, what Objeftion he had to being 
. his Security becaufe he was a Company’s Weaver, or if he would have become Security for him 
in any other Cafe ? replied. That he is neither his Relation, or any way connefled with him} that 
he was afraid, becaufe if he was to do fo, and Sachay not be able to anfwer the Demand, that be 
would meet with Trouble} and therefore he did not become his Security: That he did not re¬ 
member feeing any Peons come to his Houfe, but heard that two Peons, accompanied by 
Mookteram’s Son, Ariteram, had been there, enquiring for Sachay j but he not being at Home, 
they took the Mundull of the Village along with them, and that he knows nothing more of 
the Matter. That he is willing to fwear to the Truth of all that he has declared. 

The Mundull being examined in Prefence of the fame Perfons as the iirft Witnefs, declares. 

That Mookteram’s Son, Areteram, came to his Houfe with two Peons, and aiked for Sachay,' 
and told to tell him where Sachay was, or go to the Gomaftah} that he went with them to Sachay’a 
Houfe, where, not feeing him, but his Brother-in-law, Deboodafs, he told him to produce Sachay. 
Deboodafs faid to him, Go to Dinner, I will fend him in the Evening., That he (the Deponent) then 
returned Home, as did Areteram iikewife. The Peons came to him again in the Evening, and defired 
him to produce Sachay, or go to the Gomaftah *, he went accordingly to the Gotnaftah, and told 
him, that Deboodafs would produce Sachay at 4 o’Clock, and was then defired to ^0 Home} that 
he knows nothing more of this Matter, only that it is cuftomary for him, as Mundull of the Vil- 
Vige, to look after any of the Ryocts under him who are miffing. And that all he has here de¬ 
clared is Truth, which he will willingly fwear to. 

Garoobus Sing Jemutdar being examined as before, declares. 

That he remembers Sachay Weaver having come to the Cootee, when the Gomaftah ordered 
him to take Care of him, becaufe he owed the Company a Balance} that he put Peons upon him for 
4 Days, after which they were difeharged} that the Gomaftah afterwards ordered him to fend 
Peons to bring Sachay, which he did, but could not find him. The Gomaftah then told him (the 
Dechrant) to fend Peons and find Sacha]{} the Peons could not find him, but brought his Brother^ 
in-law} the Jelladar having faid, that as they could not find Sachay himfelf, if they would bring 
his Security, he would afterwards come of his own Record; which be did, with Diaram Pykar} that 
Deboodofs was confined two Days, after which was releafed} that he does not know of his Beat, but 
that he was carried to his own Houfe to eat his Victuals, and to fee if Sachay was comev that he 
did not remember to have heard that Deboodofs was flogged. That all thb is the Truth, and he 
will fwear to it. 

Golaub Sing, and Rajah Bullah, Peons, being examined as before, declare, 

That they were, by the Company’s Jemutdar, put over Deboodofs Weaver, and remaining lb Tjhrce 
Days, Two of which he was confined at the Cootee, The Third Day they catried him to his,HoufCk 
where he tied him to a Mangoe ^reei and gave him one Stroke with a Rattan i that the Gomaftah had 
not exprcfsly ordered them to beat him, only told them to make Him (Hew where Sachay was} that 
they tried every other 0 «!letKod firl\, but finding they coulc^ not by Words only, make him .find 
Sackay, they therefore tied hiin to a Tree, when, after be hitd received one Stroke, S^ckay made hia 
Appearance, and they took him;^cl r^'Cootee. . That,^ fs.wHjSt they jhavpi^id.is Truth, they are wilr 
ling to fwear to'it. ' ‘ '* 1 • • . .. ; . 1 . -i.. . i , 

The above Proceedings clofed this 19th July 1776, inPrefcnceof theabove-menuoned Witnefles; 

Tectbaddy, 19th July, 1776. (Signed) M. Day. 

A true Copy. A true Copy. 

(Signed) Sam' WHdman. (Signed) J. King, Dep. Sec’^ 


To 
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To Cha* WiH. Boughton- Rous, Erquirc, Chi«^ 4 bc, Provincial Council. 

Xjentlemen, 

la my Letter of the X 5th Inftant I informed-you, that I would make you acquainted with the 
Refult of the Examination upon which 1 had'chought proper to depute Mr. Day to the Teetbaddy 
Aurungi an Examination adopted purely from Motives, which will ever incline me to give Sa¬ 
tisfaction to fuch private Merchants, as may reprefent themfclves aggrieved by the Conduct of the 
Agents under my Department. With fuch Intentions, it is hardly probable, had 1 found the Go* 
maftah culpable, I (hould not have punilked him accordingly; but 1 am induced, by the Inveftiga- 
tion which I now tranfmit you, and which, to me, bears every Mark of Candour and Fairnefs, to a 
very different Mode of Treatment of him. I muft add, that I think him highly commendable for the 
Moderation which he has obferved in the Execution of his Duty, when the Intrigues of a private 
Perfon had tended to thwart the ObjeCt of his Employ, by keeping back the Cloths, already due to 
the Honourable Company t and the Inveftigation, I think, proves, that fuch clandeftine Sales of tbs 
Cloths, fo much abetted by private People, if ic had not been timely checked, might have proved 
fatal to the Honourable Company's inveflment at that Aurung, Gncc the Succefs of one Peon 
would no doubt encourage others to the like PraClices. 

1 fhall conclude with alTuring you, that I confider, equally with yourfelves, that the Profperity 
of the Country and the Intereft of the Company, are infeparable; and fhall always be ready in any 
Concurrence whereby thefe Objedls are to be obtained. You will, no doubt, confider me. Gentle¬ 
men, as ailing under particular Regulations} and you will, I flatter myfelf, do me Juftice, in attri¬ 
buting every thing I have faid in the Courfc of this Correfpondence, to the Zeal I muft ever (hew for 
the Branch of Bufincfs entrufted to me, and the Care and Circumfpeftion I find at this Time fo very 
necefl&ry. 

Dacca, 

July the 23d, 1776^, J am, withEfteem, See. 

A true Copy. (Signed) G. Hurft. 

(Signed) J. King, Sub Sec'^ 


To William Alderfey, Eiquirc, Prefident, See. Members of the Council of Commerce; 


Gentlemen, 

According to your Orders we have examined the Two Pieces of Cloth fentfrom Dacca} the one 
is a Doria Mugga, made for the Gulph I'rade.} the other, a Seerpeach, which ferves alfo for the 
fame Market', and the Company have never provided any of thefe two Sorts of Goods, under thefe 
Denominations» but the Seerpeach and Scerbund, being of the fame Texture, Length and Breadth, 
cannot be diftinguiftied otherwife than by Name i and the Seerbunds arc Fart of the Company's 
Inveftment. 


Fort William, 

2d Augufty 1776. 

(Signed) 


We remain, with Refpeft, &c. 

(Signed) Edw" Parry, 

A true Copy. E. W. H. K'. 

J. King, 

Sub. Sec’’'. Henry Guinand, 

Sup' of Inveftment. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftlngs, Efquire, Governor General, &c. Gentlemen of the 
Council. 


Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, , « 

1. Wc have the Honour to lay before you. Copy of a Letter received from Mr. Hurit, our Chief at 
Dacca, upon the Subjeft of the Rcmonftrance, addrefled to your Board by certain Englifh Mer¬ 
chants redding at that Place} and as he is very explicit upon the Circumftanccs they have held 
forth as the Inundation of it, we fhall here impart to you the Obfervations that have occurred to 
us upon the Matter, as far as wc can judge from the Lights now before us. 

2. The Purport of their Memorial is undoubtedly of a ferious and alarming Tendency, being 
no lefs than a direA and pofltive Charge againft the Company’s Servants, in the Commercial Line 
at Dacca, of having eftablifhed and maintained a Monopoly of the Cloth 1 rade of that Diftrift, 
for fpme Years paft, to the total Exclufion of all others i accufing the Superintendants of the 
Aurungs of the moft unwarrantable and oppreflive Mcafures; aflerting, that not a Angle Piece 
of Cloth is to be procured but through their Means, and at the Price they choofe to fix upon 
them, being ftampt with the Company^ Seal without Diftinftion, by the Authority and exprefs 
Orders of the Chief. 
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tfl Tupport of this general Charge, the Mhmorialifts, after preferring, at the Inftance of Mr. 
Crce, Complaints of Interruption to this BuBnefs at the Aurungs Nanainpore and Teetbaddjrg 
appeal to Two CircumftanceSg which they denominate to be a Proof of their whole Remonftrance. 

4. The Bril is their producing Two Pieces of Cloths, as of AiTorements that arc never purchafed 
for the Company, and as being marked with the Coinpany*s Seal. 

5. The other is a Reference to the Papers, hi* 4, 5, annexed to their Remonftrance, 
N” 3 being a Letter from Mr. Rous, (fuppofed to be addreflfed to Mr. Cree) purporting, that 
if Mr. Cree's Note to him is to be confidered as a public one^ which he hopes it will, he (hall 
manifeft his Determination to proted the Merchants, and defeat, as far as his Power extends, all 
Influence of the Company’s Name, when employed to the Detriment of private Trade •. and in any 
Reprefentations Mr. Cree (hall make upon !that Subjefl, to give him thcotmoft Support. N* 4 
and 5 arc Copies of an Agreement entered into between Mr. Hatch and Mr. Cree, for the 
Proviflori of 600 Pieces of Cloths Monthly, by the former, on certain ftipulated Terms. 

6. As to the firft Article exhibited in Proof, it already appears (as explained in the Letter we 
had the Honour of writing to you the ad Inftant) that is by no means juft. It is true, one of the 
Pieces, called a Mugga Doria, is not of the Company’s AflTortment, but k does not bear the 
Impre^on of the Company’s Scamp i the other Piece is actually of an AATortmenc which is received 
in the Company's Inveftment, under the Name of Seerbund s this has the Company’s Mark upon 
it, although it alfo carries the Name of Mr. Cree, and that of Seerpeach, under which Denomi-^ 
nation, the fame AfTortment is employed for the India Markets. 

7. The Charge implied in that Article is levelled immediately againft Mr. Hurft who replica 
to it exprefsly in his Letter, explaining the Circumftance on which it is founded, being an Order 
to thoie Weavers only who were in a£lual Advance on account of the Inveftmenc for the prefenc 
Seafon, as a neceflary Precaution for the Security of the Company’s Property, on having Reafon to 
fufpedt the Weavers of colluBve Pradices. 

8. I he Reference in Support of the fecond Article can only be admitted as a Proof of a 
private and mercantile Engagement, entered into between Mr. Hatch and Mr. Cree, for the Pro- 
vifion of Six hundred Pieces of Cloths 1 in which Mr. Hatch, having the Privilege of Trade, does 
not appear «o have adted unwarrantably. But ibon aftet Mr. Cree employing Gomaftahs at the 
very fame Aurung whence he was to be thus fupplied with Cloths by an Obligation on the 
Part of Mr, Hatch t fuch an Attempt to increafe his Provifion, by the Means of Two different 
Channels, met with Difficulty, which Teems to have given rife to the Remonftrance *, or why was 
it not fooncr made, when the Circumftances fo heavily complained of are faid to have exifted 
ever fince the Appointment of Mr. Harwell to the Dacca Cbieflnip, which was in 1773 ? 

9. The Memorial in queftion contains, as we have already obferved, a Charge of the moft 
ftrious Nature, and ought not to have been fo confidently infilled upon, without the cleared Proofs 
to fupport it. On a Suppofition that fuch might have iKen the Cafe, it was our Intention to have 
zealoufly entered into the moft deliberate Scrutiny, as we had the Honour to intimate in our Letter 
to you of the adth of laft Month: But as the Remonftrants have failed in proving the grand Charge 
againft Mr. Hurft, of chopping the Cloths indifcriminatcly, by the Teftimony of the Export 
Warchoufe-keeper and Su^rincendant of Inveftment, the very Perfons they themfelves cdled 
on -, and as Mr. Hurft has amply vindicated himfelf, for purfuing the Meafure which afforded 
them a Foundation for it \ we cannot help viewing the Whole of the Tranfaflion in a very different 
Light from that in which they wiflied to (hew it. 

JO. The Credibility of Remonftrance muft in a great Meafure reftorc the Charafters, the 
apparent Views, and Circumftances, of the Perfons remonftrating. Mr. Hunter, who (lands 
foremoft among thefe, certainly found his Way to India over Land in a clandelline Manner, without 
the Company’s Licence, and contrived Means to remain in Bengal contrary to the Company’s 
exprefs Orders, received Five or Six Years ago, for him to be fent to England i by which Means, it 
is faid, he has acquired on Hand (bme Independency, and in the very Province where he com¬ 
plains to have met with fuch OpprelTions: And we have Reafon to believe, the Chara^lers and 
Situations of the Whole are delineiated with nearly equal Exaflnefs ip Mr. Hurd’s Letter. 

II. Such are the Men, who, living under the Protedlion of the Ckimpany’s Government, with¬ 
out having a juft Claim to it, attempt to vilify the Gentlemen of the Dacca Faftory 1 but the 
Cfiarges they have thrown out, ale lb invalidated by the Circumftances already mentioned, that 
they Biould not, in Candour, operate to the Prejudice of thofe againft whom they are dire^led. 

‘ 12. The exprefs Charge againft Mr. Hurft, of maintaining a Monopoly by ilTuing Orders 
for (lamping all Cloths indifcriminatcly, is by no Means fupported; and the apparent Necefllty of 
the Meafure he took, tofecure the Company's Property, is in our Opinion a JuftiBcation of its 
more cfpccially when we confider the Emergency of theOccafion, from the heavy outftanding Ba¬ 
lances, and the Latenefs of the Seafon when the Provifion of the Inveftment was begun upon. 

13. The Complaint of Mr, Cree againft the Gomaftah at the Tcctbaddy Aurung, has been 
enquired into by Mr. Day, whofe Proceedings on the Occafion accompanied our Letter of the 
2d Inftant j from whence it (hould feem to be without Foundation. However, as Mr. Day is one 
of the Superintendancs complained of, though not of that A'Urung, it would have been more 
fatisfailory to us, had Mr. Hurft appointed a Perfon on that Service, againft whom no Charge 
had been exhibited. At the fame Time, it is to be obferved, that Mr, -Cree had Notice for 
appointing a Perfon on his Part. 
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14. The Charge brought againft Mr. Hatch, is fallacious, for the Reafons adigned in the 
8th Paragraph. It is well known that the commercial Servants at the fubordinatc Kaftoncs, 
do avail themfelves of local Opportunities to beneSt by thofe Privileges of I'raJe which the 
Company have thought proper to concede by their original Compadl with them. If this fhould be 
extended beyond the right Bounds, by the undue Exertion of official Influence, it is fltting that, 
on Proof thereof, they Ihould be made rcfponfiblc for the fame, according to their Oegrec of 
Culpability •, and if that Ihould have been the Cafe, it is the Part of the Chief to make the moll 
official Inveftigation $ and if he Ihould decline, or even teftify a Reluctance on fuch an Occafion, 
it would be incumbent upon us to take it up, on a Reprefentation to our Board. 

15. But inftead of fuch a Mode of proceeding, which we conceive to be the obvious and re* 
gular Channel, the Memorialwu. on a Pre-judgment of Mr. Hurit, have importuned and prevailed 
on the Chief of the Revenue Department to (land forth in fupport of their Caufe. You have 
been pleafed, in order to afeertain the Truth of their confident AflTertions, to direCt an Enquiry 
into them by the Provincial Chief and Council of Revenue; and were not thofe Aflenions 
diferedited by the Circumftanccs which have appeared, it was our Intention to have prnpofed an 
Inveftigation, by a joint Commiffion of Servants from each Department, to obviate the Difficulties 
and Confufion which muft have enfued from Two feparate Enquiries on the Spot upon the fame 
Matter. 

16. In our Letter of the 26th of laft Month, we requefled that the Enquiry you had direCled, 
by Means of the Provincial Chief and Council of Revenue, might be fufpended until the Receipt 
or Mr. Hurft’s Anfwer to the Remonftrance. And for the Reafon we have juft now affigned, as we 
had no Caufe to fuppofe you would withhold a Concurrence in fo reafonable a Demand, the Expe¬ 
diency of which was evident to us, we gave no Order to the Chief, for the Affiftants of the 
Fadory to attend the Summons of the Provincial Council; and Mr. Hurft of courfe declined 
to comply with their Requifition on this Head, and we apprehend it cannot now be deemed 
neceflary, 

17. Every Change of Syftem muft be attended with Inconveniencies and Difficulties, before the 
new one can be properly eftablifhed : That fuch has been the Cafe at Dacca, by the Difmiffion of 
the Dclolls in the Time of Mr. Barwell, muft be admitted. It is equally clear, on the other 
Hand^ that Advantages have been derived from it, particularly in the Improvement of the Fabric, 
which was before fo raft on the Decline as to threaten the entire Ruin of that valuable Parc of the 
Inveftment, and called for an immediate and eflfedtual Remedy. How far the End will be anfwer- 
able to the Means, Time only can Ihew. We hope the Inveftigations Mr. Hurft has been directed 
to make, will furnilh us with Materials to fpeak with more Certainty on this Point. Inclofed is a 
Copy of our Inftrufiion to him on his late Appointment, for your more particular Information. 

18. Whatever may be faid by thefe Remonftrants, concerning the Freedom of Trade, we can 
never conceive the Company, who alone can grant any Right of Trade to Europeans in this Country, 
have given them more ample Immunities than they have to Servants, wbofe Interefts are fo nearly 
conneAed with their own ; and to them we know that a free Trade is not granted, in order that 
a Preference may be referved unto themfelves, in the Provifion of their Inveftment ; and if free 
Merchants (which is not to be doubted) are under the fame Reftridions that we 8re, in what Light 
are we to look upon fo clamorous an Oppoficion to the Plan we have adopted for the Security of the 
Company's Inveftment ? and how far is their ConduA conformable to the Orders of the DircAors, 
under Date the 29th March 1774, and the aad Paragraph of gd March 1775, Copies of which arc 
inclofed ? The Court of DircAors, in their General InftruAions, have thefe following Words (in 
the 24th Paragraph) 

** Having thus communicated to you our Ideas, on the SubjcA of the Company’s Inveftment, 

under the DircAion of a Board of Trade, we moft earneftly recommend that you cordially 
•* unite with our Servants In that Department, and that you aflPord them every Affiftance in your 

Power, in order to enable them to anfwer the eflential Purpofes intended by their Appoint- 

ment.” And we place a Reliance on the Continuance of your Affiftance and Support for the 
Maintenance of the Company’s Rights and Privileges, in the Department committed to our 


Charge. 

Fort William, 
Auguft the 12th 1776. 


We have the Honour, &c. 

(Signed) W. Alderfey. 

Cha*. Bentley. 
Rob‘. Palk. 

Nath'. Bateman. 
Hen. Cottrell. 
£dw^ Stephenibn. 


To William Alderfey, Efquiw, Prefident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade, 
Gentlemen, 

1 am now to reply to your Letter of the 16th of July. 

Before I enter on the SubjcA of the Memorial which you have been pleafed to tranfmit to me. 
It U necelRry I give you fomc Account of the Perfons whofc Signatures appear affixed to it, that 
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you may form fome Idea of the Bond of Intereft that unitei thetn, in order for you to make juft 
Diftinftion between their real and profefled Views, and how far thofe may be compatible with the 
commercial Interefts of the Company, confided to my Charge. Having done this, I (hall proceed 
to lay before you my Sentiments on the prefent Mode, which appears to me far the mod eligible, 
for the Provifion of the Inveftmenc; and (bould they be approved by you, 1 hope and Hatter 
myfclf you will ftrengthen my Hands in I'uch a Manner, as to enable me to execute my Truft, enable 
me to overcome a Competition of all the private Interefts that may operate againft my Endeavours, 
and effedlually enable me to prevent all the Attempts that may be made to deprive the Company 
of the Means of providing their own Goods, by throwing them once more into the Hands or the 
Delolls i a Set of Men who concentered in t^ir unbounded Influence all the Commerce of the 
Province, and (hared it at their Pleafure. Mr, Robert Hunter, who places himfeif at the Head of the 
Memoriaiifts, has long refided at Dacca: This Man, in Contempt of tlie exclufive Rights and 
Privileges held by the Company under Charter, was impelled by his Neceliities to feck a Sub- 
fiftence in India and not being able to obtain, or declining to apply, for a Licence from the Com¬ 
pany, ftole out to Bengal acrofs the Deferts of Arabia. A Knowledge of this Circumftanoe after¬ 
wards coming to the Company, they dire£led, that if there was fuch a Perfon refident in any of 
their Settlements, he (hould forthwith fent to Europe i as they were determined, no one who 
had not obtained their Leave, or who furreptttioufty got out to any of their Settlements, (hould have 
the Benefit of the Company’s ProteAion, or refide under it. i’his fame Man was engaged (aft 
Year in making a Provifion of Piece Goods for the French, and aflually did provide for that Nation 
a confiderable Inveftment. The Particulars of this Tranfa^tion, if 1 can obtain them, I will take 
the firft Opportunity of communicating i but this is not necefifary, as the general Fa£f is of public 
Notoriety, and fufficient to point out his Motives in leading the preient Memorial, and whence 
fprings his Reientment, that the junior Company's Servants of the Fadfory (hould, from their local 
Influence, (hare in the Commiffion Bufinefs. 

Mr. Cree, whofe Name is next on the Memorial, came out in one of your Ships, and deferting, 
was left in India. For a Time he engaged in the Country Sea Service» this not anfwering his 
interefted Views, on the Death of Captain Alexander Scott, who fucceeded Captain Barton in the 
Office of Mafter Attendant, he purfued and married Captain Scott’s Widow, an old Black 
Woman, to whom Captain Scott united himfeif when he was Pilot’s Mate, and feparated from, on 
her becoming of notorious Charadler to the wh<^ Settlement. Captain Scott’s Humanity, however, 
induced him to fupport her, and at his Deceafe,. or a little before it, he fettled on her what he judged 
might be a comfortable Maintenance to her in her old Agc> I mention this Circumftance merely to 
expofe the Principles which have fwayed this Man in Life. And you feo him here confonant to the 
fame bafe Principle ; firft influencing Mr. Hatch to place a Confldence in him, and then, becauie 
Mr. Hatch will not allow himfeif to be biafled by the H^nk this Man fuppofes he has got over 
him, he charges the Engagements he himfeif has led Mr. Hittch into, as a Crime committed 
by that Gentleman againft the Company: Can any thing be more infamous ? But in this 1 imagine 
be mud: be difappoinced { for what Oifence has this young Man committed ? what public Incerelf 
has he facrifleed ? what Allowance does he draw from the Company, that he is to regard himfeif 
precluded from (he Advantages of Commerce, if he can derive any from hu local Situation ? 
what are his Engagements with Mr. Cree ? 6oo Pieces of coarfc Cloths per Month, for about 
Two Months, and the higheft of thofe Cloths not 5 Rupees •, fo that the vVhole of this mighty 
Inveftmenc of Mr. Hatch’s is about 1,200 Pfece^, and its Amount 6,000 Rupees, and this pollibly 
gives him 600 Rupees Profit, to (lender Wages of Current Rupees 20. 6. per Month from the 
Company: Yet this Man (Cree) from June 1775 10 January 1776, provided near 3 Lacks of 
Goods for himfeif, and near a of the Europe Aflortments, and this without any Licence of 
Trade from the Company, while he thinks a Serv^t of the Company has no Claim, under the 
Company’s Licence, to trade at all: Such ate the Inconfifteoci(s of Seu-lntereft, and fuch the Acts 
of unprincipled Men in purftiit of their Obje^. It is evidear, from the Engagement being made 
direct with Mr. Hatch, and that Gen()en)ap ratiiyHig it by his own Signature, that he could not po(fi- 
bly have thought hefubjefted himfeif, byluch ao A A, to the Dirpteafure of the Company j had fuch 
an Idea ftruck him, the Facility with which be might have covered the Tranfadtion would have occurred, 
and he would not have neglcAcd to haye done it. To every Perfon of the leaft Intelligence, it muft be 
evident Mr. Hatch had no ConcaAion bis being guilty of a Crime to his Employers, or that 
his Employers cxpedled he (hould debar himfeif of the Privilege of Commerce, in the only Articles 
of Manufacture ihe Country produces, and from which he polTibly could draw a Subfiftence ; 
for certainly you, and every Gentleman who has any juft Notion of India, muft know that the 
Company’i Allowance of 20. 6. C. K*. per Month, I think, to a Fa^or on this Eftabiilh- 
ment, will not find him in Raiment. Fair as Mr. Hatch appears in this Bufinefs, Mr. Cree’s 
Condudl is dark, infidious, and vile ; he plainly (hews, that in his Opinion, he had attempted to 
influence Mr. Hatch to do wrong, and having fucceeded in the Attempt, he produces it as an 
Inftance of Criminality in that Gentleman. In, this, bolv^voa kit (^uopiog ovcrftioots ipfelf. Mr. 
Hatch, it is true, is made his Inflrument; but the Crime, if‘there is any in the Aft of providing 
Cloths not of the Company’s M.'inufaflure, is all Mr. Cree’s. But, exclufive of the ruppofitieusOfTence 
of Mr. idatch, of engaging to execute a CooimtlTion, what* are we tq thigk bf Cree uyder 
thrfe Circumftandes P Think what we wiH, there is 00 .Room to .fny Mind can pofl^bjy be 

tmpreffi’d with Sentiments of Reipe6f, or even fo finall a Share for kkn, as tq (often 

his Crime againft the firft School I'ye with the Appellation of Folly, for it fi worfe. 
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Kir. Kerr bdmes next;' He ie not engaged in Cotrimerce, that I know of, of any Kind ; ali t 
know of him isi thie he has aakbn a very aftive Part in rcftonng the Dclolls to the Provifion 
of the C0inpany*s Imreftmentv and that the Head Deloll* Dooncram, has engaged himfelf to Mr. 
kerr for a Banian. 

Mr* Barnard M‘CuHiihf, ’Jl Perftjo irt the Servibe of Mr. Hunter, not licenfed by the Company, 
Was tnaptoyed by him, at Gaul Para, and does not do Bufinefs, that 1 know of, independant of Mr. 
Huntert io'that in Mr. Hunter fplits himfelf into Mr. M'CuIlum, artd to I'well the Number 
of Names to the Addrefs, feparates Mr. M'Cullum’s from hia own.—A. J. Dormienx and J. Bruce, 
nre PortogUeze Writers)' thefe two laft may be regarded in the fame Light as Mr. M'Cullum: Sd 
that in fad tho Addrefs is MeiTrs.- Hunter, Cree; and Kerr. 

The Objed of the Addrefs itfe'lf requires fcarce a Comment; it is obvious*, and mud ftrike evlery 
GentlcmaO who (ball read it With the lead De^ee of Attention ; and the Dircdors muft determine 
for the Company, whether it is moft to their Intereft to refume the pernicious Pradifce tliat has 
long obuined at Oacca^ of purchaiing their Goods through intermediate Agents, or manufaduring 
their Goods themfelves'; eifher conformably to the Plan Mr. Barwcll adopted, or any other that 
may ftrike the'Diredion in a more eligible Point of View. The Argument, that Individuals and 
the Foreign Companies have; from Time immetnoriali depended on the Delolls for their Itiveft- 
hnent, is a moft curious Reafon for fubjedihg the Epghfh Company again to thofe Men, or making 
theft Men at all neceflary to them in the Provifion of their Goods. Without the Influence of the Com¬ 
pany’s Name, it is evident the Delolls cannot, with equal Facility as formerly, fupply the national 
Rivals of the Engliih Commerce *, of courfc, this is a ftrong Sort of Merit on which to urge their Pre- 
tenfions tofervC the Company, and to decry the Regulations that militate againft the Foreign Com¬ 
panies and Interlopers in the Trade, and at the fame Time give Security to the Company’s Pur- 
chafts. Admitting what the Addrefieri urge to be Truth, that the Servants of the Company, under the 
Company's Name, engrofs the Manufadures of the Country, and that all Purchafes muft be made 
through them. Under theft Circumftances let meafle. What is the Alternative the Addreiftrs pro- 
pofe ? Why that the Aurungs (hall be free and open to all. And the Means, doubtlrfs, correfpond 
with tifts proftfted Objed. No fuch thing r for thCy declare, that; as Individuals, they formerly 
purchaftd through the Delolls, the Delolls fhooM be ipftored to the fame Power and Influence at 
the Aurungs) and all Clafles of Merchants,'the Company not excepted, buy through them. This 
is emancipating the Manufadures with a Witnefa, and giving free Currency to Trade with a Ven¬ 
geance t as if fltackling all Ranks, by making the DeloUs fuperior and neceflary to all, gave an In- 
dependancy to all. Matchlefs Impudence I to pretend, by eftablilhing a Monopoly with the Delolls, 
far beyond any^ihing that cantpolfibly be Cfieded by the Servants of the Company, there would be 
a gtearer-Frecdom and Currency jn the Purchafts to be'made, than under the preftnt Syftem t which, 
though it may and does give to the Servants of the Company a larger Portion of the Trade than 
formerly, and 4 Share in theCommiflion Bufinefs with the free Merchants, yet it is not pofllble it 
ihould difeourage the Manufadure, or deprefs the Manufadurers •, who, under whatever Mafters, 
muft always reepain fimple. Workmen at the Looms, and eat the Bread of Induflry. That the Ma- 
nufadurer is poor, I can readily admit j and it will be happy for the Company and the Community 
they flioufd coipimie-fo) was this not the Cafe, they Would never labour; and indeed, it is the firft 
Policy of all St«te|^ to have .4 well-regulated and induftrious Poor. If it is a Doobt that the Manu¬ 
fadurers are. a'miHerable Poor, and the Hint fhali be ftarted, to condemn the Change of Syftem in 
1774, for the Provifion of the Inveftmeat, what Reply? I leave you to draw the Conclufion; A 
Syftem has not been adopted above two Years, oppofed and countcraded by all the poweiful In¬ 
fluence of Moffey and perfonal Connedion} while the Syftem that preceded it, has operated ft? a 
long Courfe of Time. Now, if that Syftem, oppoftd to a new one fo circumftanced, does not appear 
to Advantage, can any one fuppofe the new, properly fupported, will not in I'irac rife greatly 
fuperior ? 

But whatever is faid of Monopoly, to vjlify the Company’s Servants, it is trerely declamatory. 
AH the Purchafes made, by all the Degrees of Company’s Servants, do not exceed 6 Lacks; the Com¬ 
pany’s Purchides are about 6 Lacks move) the Foreign Companies and Individuals, of co'urft, have 
Ei^teenLacks.09divide amongft.themfelves. Seethe Addrefs, which flates the Manufadu?cs at 
Dacca *45 or 30 Lacks, thoughdn Reality they exceed this Sum, if the Fabrics for Raiment to the 
Country People-are includede Nowifithe Con^any’s Servants do not (hare amongft themfelves 
above t^.Laeki^ctf this! Produce, (and I am certain they do not) no one, I believe, will judge them 
to be Mnfnoderate in pofleifing that Share. 

. Thev-Storyrof the Dacbh Chief, Mr. Laniceet, is introduced to (hew, not Only the Difficulties the 
Foreign Companies had to ftruggle with, but to excite the Rcfentmcnr of the Company, and to in¬ 
fluence the Company, totfoolilh theprefenc Mode of procuring their Inveflmenr. The Difficulties 
oppofed to ybod'Rivals, the French and Dutch, is indeed a very good Reafon for continuing the 
new Mode of your Purchafes j much better cannot be urged againft the very Point the Addrcflci, 
urge) that is, to throw your Bofinfefs into the Hands of the Delolls. Meflrs. Day and Hatch afled 
with Mr. Barwell’s Leave iit^Tbtnfaftion. witb-Mr. Lankcci *, if they were wrong, it waS his F.iulr ■, 
he authorized thein^^.4hd|BK4 Difficulties he had to encounter in conciliating and controlling the com- 
bmed Interefts of allxhe Foreign Companies, their Servants, and Individuals, induced him to approve 
^rhat is neceffiiry to execute, his Purpofe, and with as little Oifturbance as poffiblc. If Mr. Hamel! 
haseued, then, it has been with the beft Intentions; and the Company, 1 dare fay, will juflify him. 
Hfefl^'bnly how felicitous the Dutch and French were, in Lord Clive’s and Mr. VereWl’s Govern- 
mpML. Coic. Rap. IX. L T ] ments. 
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ments, to provide their loveftment with yours, or to have fuch a fixed Number of Manufadurers; but 
here the Dutch declaring Mr. Lankeet’s Tranfadion, and with good Policybecaufe here they 
wifhed to fupport the DeloUs Influence, by which they wt^e ehiib|e 4 to rival you i and' then at the 
other Aurungs they wanted to infinuate themfclves,- and eftablilb an Intered they had not—the only 
Motive they polTibly could have, in all their Commercial Ne^iations with Lord Clive and; Mr. 
VercKt. There are People, who feem to have adopted a Notion, that .fince the Ad of Parliameoc 
took place in this Country, the Company’s Commercial, are leparated from their Revenue InterelV. 
and that they are no longer to be confidered as more than mere Merchanu, and barely upon an 
Equality with the Englifli Trader who has eftablifhed hipnfelf.under their Influence and Name. .Mr. 
Rous, by the whole 'I'enor of his Condud where the Commercial Intcreft of the Company have come 
in quefiion, has flood forth as the Champion of Opponents to his Employers^ Notwitbftaading 
he is receiving the Company’s Pay, in the preC^t Inftance you fee he has notfe^plied to proceed 
fuch Lengths, as to avow himfelf, under his ow^Hand, the loftigator and Abettor of the Gomplaincs 
of thefe unlicenfed Men, whofe Interefls are diametrically oppofite tothofe of his Employers s and 
the Support that Gentleman has given to the Addref&rs, Bows entirely from the Chech his Influence 
receives by Co large a Body of the People of the Province being in a Manner placed beyond the Reach 
of his Authority; and all the Zemindars and RevenueOflKers muft nacurally.be averfetoa Syftems 
which will not allow them to fieece the Manufadurers; who are fare to find Procedion agatoft. all 
illicit Claims from the Commercial Agents, by complaining to the Revenue Officers ;• in Ihorr, they 
are mutual Checks upon each other, for the ^curity of the Manufadurers, and upon this Principle 
the Syfiem fhould be continued. 

With regard to what Mr. John Cree alled^s in his Letter to your Board, of thb Cloths (not of 
the Company’s AlTortments) being indifcriminately chopped, t mufi obferve, that on .my Arrival^ 
I found the Cloths coming in very (lowly i and I received repeated Reprefentations from the Com*; 
pany's Gomaflah, that many of the Weavers who owed a former Balance to the Company, and. had 
actually received their Advances for this Year, inftcad of going to work upon the Afibrtments for 
which they had engaged, had began to debafe the Fabric, and manufadure Cloths of difikrent De¬ 
nominations, merely to avoid the Deli^very to the Company; flattering themfclves fuch wqul^be re-* 
jeded, and conlequencly an Opportunity be left them, of withholding the Company’s Balances, and 
felling the Cloths manufadured upon their Money, to fome of the many itinerant Europeans, who 
are conflantl^ moving from one Aurune to another, to make thefe cUndefline. Purchafes. That the 
Company might not, therefore, by this Chicanery, both be deprived of their Inveftmeot and lofe the 
Money advanced on their Account, I was obliged, as the only Alternative left me, to dired, that the 
Cloths of all Weavers who flood in this Predicament, fhould be chopped. If the Gomafiahs have, 
in any One Inftance, exceeded thefe Orders, they certainly (hall be punifked; but the Meafure, you 
will obferve, was unavoidable. . * 

I Ihall conclude my Obfervation upon the Subjed of thefe Addreflers, by requeftihg you will take 
particular Notice, that no one fmgle Advantage is propofed for the Company by .the Addrefiera^ 
and whatever Go^ they may propofe to themielvrs and the Foreign Companies, it is all at the Ex¬ 
pence of the Englilh Company and Company’s Servants. 

1 beg Leave to inclofe you Copy of another Letter, received this Day From the Provincial CooncU, 
with my Reply; by which you will perceive, 1 have not coofideced myfidf aa.ai^orized, without 
your immediate Orders, to allow the Afiiflants under.my Department to uodeiwjbany Examinatiooi 
before the Provincial Council. Accompanying, is the Copy of a Letter from Mr, Cree. 

Dacca, I am, with Efteem, 

the 30th July 1776. A true Copy, (Signed) G. Hurft. 

(Signed) J. King, 

Dep' Sec'^ 

Sir, 

I have been abfent from Dacca foine Days,; which prevented my replying to your Letter of 
the 14th. . . ' ! ■ 

To the beft of my Recolledion, I never complained to you of the Treatment my Servants ihet with, 
at Teetbaddy. As the Company’s Gomadah at that Aurung aded immediately under your Di- 
redions, I judged the proper Place to a^ly for Redrefs againft him, waa to the Provincial Chief; and 
I was accordingly once neceffitated toalh Mr. Rout for a Purwannah to releafe my Seryant irom> 
Confinement, and for another Purwannah ro remove him from there entkelyi htr Houfie having been 
befec by Peons, infomuch that the Man preaded going out. The AfFatr is now before the Goyeriiar: 
General and Council, who 1 hope will not let the Culprit efca^ uopunlflied, for an Adion .that 
ought to make the Authors of it blulb. 

Dacca, 1 am, &c.' u : 

asth July, 1775. (Signed) .. , ^.v.JobaCree.i . 


A. true Copy. 

(Signed) Sam' Wildman; 


A trueG<»y. 

(Signed) ^ 
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I'o Oeorge Hi}^» ^fquire. Commercial Chief at Dacca. 


'The HonoaraUe CroiH^hor Gehehil atidCoundl havirig beert pleafed to order us to inveftigate 
the Truth of the Fafta contained in a Memorial add^el^ed to them by fome of the Inhabitants of 
Dacca) and having inftniAed os to call for all Perfons who can afford us any Lights into the Com- 
plunts) we requeft that you vyill dired fuch of the Afliftants and Servants of your Department, as we 
may oceafioiralty require, to attend ourSummona* and particularly Meflrs. Day and Hatch, agalnft 
whom the principal Charges are laid: 

Wb do not fend you a C<^y of the Memorial, becaufb we ajaprfcbchd you hm been fornilhed with 
it from your own Board} and we uoderftand the Honourable U^mor General and Council have de- 
Oied the Board of Trade to give youOrders to Ae above Efleft. 

We propofe to commence the Enquiry on Friday next. 

We are. 

Sir. 

Daccb, Tour moft obedient Servants, 

July 29th I yyd. (Signed) C. W. BoughtoriRous. 

C. Purling. 

J. Hogarth. 

J. ShikeTpear. 

P. S; At we afo of bpiniod, coofidering the Ihyedigation is referred to Our Board, that the 
Examinatbn of the feveral Perfons mentioned in the Enquiry made atTeetbaddy, viva voce, will 
be more faciafadory, we propofe fummoning them to Dacca t and we r^ueft you will order the 
. Company*s Gooiaftabi or any others therein mentioned, who are immediately under your Depart¬ 
ment, CO attend os. 

A true Copy: (Signed) C. W. B. Rous, 

(^gned) Sam' WilaOiaii.’ C. Purling. 

J. HogarA. 

A true Copy. J. ShaKcfpear. 

(Signed) J.King, 

Dep’ Sec'^ 


To tifir. ti W. BougKtoo Rous, Chief, &c. Provihtial Council, at Dacci: 
Genderdeni 

1 am favoured trith your Letter of Monday’s Date. 

If you wifr pUlafe to nominate any of the Black Agents under nly Department, whofe COndud 
you are dtfrrooa of enquiring into, they flial)^ agreeably to the Regulations, immediately attend you; 
bOt as I have nOt yet received the Orders you allude to from the Board of Trade; it is out or my 
Power to order of 'the C<^nanted Servants under me to attend any Examinations at your 

Bbard) ftiookl foch Orders arrive, you Aall inftantly be advifed. 

It is true, Gehtlemen, I have received from AC Board of Trade, a Copy of the Memorial, with 
the P^rs accompany ins it; and I am extremely fotry to petceive, from Mr: Rous’s Note (N* 3.) 
that the Revenue nief Ihould invite, and fttenuoufly urge on, RepreferitatiOns To apparently in¬ 
tended and calcqlated to ftrike at the Root of tKe HonOdrable Comjpany’s Commercial Intereft in 
tl^e'Diftrifts foe you Will obftrvc he fays, ** If I have PerihiOion to conGder your Letter to me of 
« Yefterday’s Date as a public one. Which 1 hope yoU will allow me, the Meafores Ilhall take upon 
**!t will convince yoU of my Determination to proted the ;hteAhsnts, and to defear, aS far as my 
“ Power extends, all Influence of Ae Company's Name, when employed to the Detriment of private 
“ Trade. In any Reprefentaiions you may make upon this Suhj^, 1 promife you nly utAoft Sup- 
**■ fiorb** 

■ ' 1 am, with Efreem, &c. 

• t>acca, (Signed) G. Hurft.- 

July aoth'iyyd^ ^ 

A true Copy. A thieCoftr. 

(Signed) ■ Sara* Wildman. (Signbd) J. King; 

' ^ Dep^Sec", 


To George tturft, Efquire, Chief of Dacca. 

As t Membe# of Albiotid, you afo tdreidy informed of your Appointment to be Chief of 
Oiete t to which Phee it k Meteflluy, oft account of the Latcneft of the Seifon, that yo(i proceed 
nidi ill Expedliiton, and we fliall npW fbmlA you with Inftrufrions on foch Points as are moft 

the aAual State of the 
Faftory, 
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Eaclory, which mud be done with the utmoft Accuracy and Precifion, you will prepare add 
tranfmit to us, as foon as poflible, the Accounts hereunder mentioned. 

id. An Account of the Balance really outdanditia pn April \n^> 

ad. An Account of Payments received in Part of thofe Balances, from iftMay 1775,10 29th 
February 1776, with the Amount then due; diftinguidiing what P^ywenta have b^n.,mikde 
in Money, what by Cloths, and what by Tran^fe^s to tjje Advances of 1775*6. i 
3d. An Account of the Advances made by Mr. Grueber, for the Invcfttnenc of 1775-6, (hewing 
the Sum given to each Aurung. . . 

4th. A Statement, (hewing the Amount of Cloths received by Mr. Grueber to the 39th;Fe|)ru- 
ary, on account of the Inveftment of 1775-6} the Amount fcntto thcPrefidency, accouotiqf 
that Invellmenti what remains in the Warehoufc at Dac<;a, and at the different AurungS{-the 
Amount of Ca(h returned by the Weai^ers« ^cqounc the Advances of 1775-61 and the real 
Balance due from the Weavers, accbi^c' the Advances .pit that Year, on the 29th;ilt'ebruarf 
*776. I, . ^ 

5. You arc well acquainted with the Proceedings of thfc Board relative to thefe Subjefts j 
snd that the Accounts we have hitherto received are fo various, and incompatible with e.nch 
other, that we cannot place any Uependance on them: We however think it proper tp- fiirnidi 
you with a Copy of the Whole, and of the Boaid’s Proceedings thereon, from ,the Time of Mr. 
Grueber’s quitting the Fadlory, on the 24th February laft, to the 28th of May, the Day of 'his 
Sufpcnfion from the Service. Thefe are accordingly inclofed, being intended for your occafional 
Reference, to (hew you, in a more particular Manner, the feveral Explanations required j as the 
Statements we expedt from you, in conlcqucnce of thefe Remarks, muft be formed from authen¬ 


ticated Materials on the Spot. • /' .*<' 

4. Among thefe Papers you will find a Letter from Mr. Gruel^er, containing hit. Senti¬ 
ments upon the Mode of condudling the Dacca Inveftment for the prefect. Sealbo. I'his Bufinefs, 
although we mentioned it in the fecond Place, muft be the immediate Objedf of your Attention, 
livhich is rendered the more urgent from the Latenefs of the Seafon, and the Expediency of pro¬ 
viding for the Tonnage fent out by the Company this Year} but we hope the Dacca Inveftment, 
although fomewhac retarded, is in no Danger of I'ulfertng on that Account^ cither in refpeA to 
the Qu«tntity ordered, or the Periods for its Completion, Mr.’Lcgh, who afted in the Abfence of 
Mr. Grueber, having received Inftrudtion^ to make the ncccfi'ary Advances for its Security, 
and the Provifion being reduced confiderably below the, Quantity ordered in former Years, 

5. You will lofe no Time in giving us the necelTary Informations rcfpedling the State of the 
Current Year’s Provifion, alfo the Kilbundee Account of Advances of Money, and Receipts of 
Cloths, required by our Circular Letter of the 21ft November laft. 

6. The good ^ality of the ^loths is an Article that requires your moft carefuf Attention. 
At the Inftance of Mr. Guinaudj the Superintendant of Inveftment, the late Chief was-,cfftrifled 
from taking any Cloths that ihouid fall below the Letter D4 and this is a ReguUitipn that we 
recommend your drift Adherence to, as it appears to us calculated to anfwer pur Wi^ts in .an 
Article of the firft Confcqucnce in the Conefoflof our Inveftmcnts, 

7. The Recovery of the outftanding Balances, bo^ qf i774'5 .and 1775-^6, mul^ pa ope 9^ 
the Objeftsof your Care^ and is ,a, Matter in whlph ib^ Company’s, InKrcft ^./b^a^rially coli-i 
cerned, that we are unwilling to copplpde 4ny Partiof.^q jSaUnc^s defper/^te^ .jwhicivl^aU QOt 
found fo after hcaw.and zealous EftQrta .^.x^^txe t^ns>, W«- therefore, depend , on your btft 
Endeavours to that End, and that jou will afoeiiMin, and acquaint us as fobn as polfible wjtli t^eir 
real State, as to the Proof of their Exiftencf, to eft^lifh the Cqmpany’s Claims for their Jt.ecbvery, 
and the Circumftances of the.Perfonsi ffoqft ^^ona they (h^i^; appear to bp 

8. We cannot difinifs this Article, wut^pqt. epiojning ybu;,co ufo eyc;^yjf^rpf^ptibn .f9i;,pby,^tiag 

the incurring of outftanding Balsapes i^ /uigfe. This, we are conlidcnc, ^0 be done, ^ proppe. 
Means are employed for;their Prevention; Advances are.iijlped to d^e M^nufafturer., It ipult 
depend, in the firft Place, on the Fidelity of the Agent by whom foch Afjvances are made, and 
in the next, on due Care thatt^^arp rigluly proportioned to the. Ebgagements and Abilities of> 
the Manufafturcr. As Ufages in the Conduft of this Branch vary in different Pirts of the Country, . 
we cannot give you precife Jn/^ru^fopis ai;^ tot Procefs and Detail in which it (hould 6e 
conduced at Dacca, and which, theriRfpre, upon the Whole, we muft leave to your l^ijcretion 
and local Knowledge of Circumftances, alTifted with the Hints which we already ..have, .^ndr^^re 
now about to furnilh for yop^. GuidaoM. . . / 

9. We have inftruflul Mr. Legit to withhold Advances from, an^ Pykar We/mtr who, 

being indebted to the" Company, (hail refufe to fettle his Balances by Kiftbundy, of''other Means, 
for their Payment; at the fame Time, it is equally necelTary to be careful that the Gomaftah or 
Agent on the Part of the Company, does not pra^ife any Deceit to faJfify his Accounts, to the 
Injury of the Manufadlurer. 1 • - Y j 

10. To guard againft any unwarrantable Attempts of tkat Nature, ic will be necelTary, ^JIuQ on 
iftuing Advances for the Purpofes Of the Iiiveftm.ea^ Cfrtitiq Epgagemfnta 

into jbetween the Gomaftah or Agent who the^A4v<mce,i on-the onp: 

orPykvwith whom the Rcfponlibilify refl:^,,o|i.jI»c<g|ic 5 > firft.jm# ' " ‘ 

Company, to make Advances at certain ftated„^rw(j«};tO' 
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11. The-'R«g»ksity. aodf doe Adj\)ftment ©f Accounts with the immediate Provider of the 

QoodSt is.a Gittcuuiiikiuute equaUy ooceifary to fecufc the Dielivery of them in proper Time« and 
to^rovent outftaodutg Balaocca. Siich an Adjuflftnent may, we think, be facilitated by the Regu< 
lation we have now propofed, and which you will caufe to be adopted at all the Aurungs of your 
Department t dsdwing up the Obligations to be mutually entered into, according to fuch Form 
as thall be the moft Coding on the Patties, io cafe it (hould be ncceifary to profecute them in 
the Court Adnwlet v where, by Means of tbofe Engagements and regular Accounts, the 

Procefs may be brought to a fpeedy IflTue; but we would only have you proceed to this Extremity 
•when it (hall be found impoffible to adjuft Accounts within a reafonablc Time, by your own In- 
ter^ofition, or that of the Agent under whofe Authority the Weavers^ or others, ojo whom the 
Claim is made, are imfnediat^y placed. 

12. The Conduft of the Dacca Duan having lately come under our Confideration, we have 
from thence found Occalion to fearch into the Origin and Nature of his Office ; and having ob¬ 
tained no fatisfaftory Information here, we defire that thU, may 1 :^ an Objedt of Enq^uiry with you, 
and that you wilf, 9s Toon as poffible, report to us what you learn of the Appointment, Power, 
and Refponfibility of that Officer j particularly in refpeft to the Charge and Dilburfemcnt of 
Mpney, aJfoof the Manner in which the, Powers of this 0 ®ce have been cxcrcifcd by the prefent 
Dewan, and what De^ee of Trufl or Rerponfibility was aftually delegated to him by Mr. 
Grueber when he left Dacca j particularly whether at that, or any other Time during his late 
Chicflhip, he entrufted to the Dewan the other Key of the Treafury. 

13. Diftrances refpedltng public Bufinefs having arVfen between Mr- Grueber and Mr- Day, the 
SuperiAtendant of the Junglebarry Aurung, Copies of their Letters to us are included in the Papers 
^lipared to. you. The principal Articlos in Difpute are the Adjuftment of the Accounts of Jpn- 
globa^tv for 177.4-5 *, che Balance due to the Company by Mr. Day ; the Time and Motives of the 
Advances made at Junglebarry, account the Invelbment of 1775-6; and the Caufes of the heavy 
Bahinco at the End of that Year, All thefe Points, as you will find by our Proceedings of the 5tfi 
InBaot, are referred to your Examination. We defire therefore that you will enquire into them, 
pascicularly into the Balance a^tially'due to the Company by Mr. Day : In the Courfe of which 
you will be careful to invdtigate not only the Balance now due, but the Caufe thereof; the 
Amount which Mr. Day, from that Caufe, firft flood indebted to the Comp.uiyi the Increafc «)f his 
Pebc, if any ; and all the Payments he may have made fince the Time he firft became the Com¬ 
pany’s Debtor, with their’Dates: And, when you (hall have finilhed the Examination, you wilt 
tranfmic u» the whole Procefs of your Enquiries. 

14. We obferve, that Mr. Day lias been repeatedly charged by Mr. Grueber, with Dificfpeft to 
him, as his CA/y, under whofe Ordeis he immediately afted. Without entering into further En¬ 
quiries oa fuch a Charge, we think it nccelTary, and accordingly direft, that you inform Mr. 
Day, he will do well to be circumfpe^ in his Conduct and Behaviour, as well on thi.s, as on every 
ether Occalion: And as there appears for fume Time part to have been a Want of Propriety in the 
general Intercourfe of the Afllftancs at the Dacca Fadory and its Dependencies, with their Chief, we 
further dired, that you fignify the like Precaution to every other Gentleman of your Department. 

15. The diffisteoc Points we have here thought it the moft material to touch upon, have been the 
Subjed of Enquiry, and of Controverfy, with your Prcdeceffor, during almoft the whole Time of 
his Chieflhip ; we therefore recommend you having Reference to them all, as they ftand on the 
Records of the Fadory, by way of leading to a thorough Inveftigation of each. We Ihall rely 
on your Attention and Affiduity for a full and fatisfadory Explanation of them at large, without 
further Delay, that we may be enabled to tranfmit to our Employers, a clear and diftind View of 
the Situation o £their Affairs at your Fadory, by the carlicft Opportunity. 

Wc are, Sir, &c. 

Fort William, A true Copy 

7th June, 1776. (Signed) J. King, 

Dcp^ Sec”^. 


Extrad of the Company’s Inftrudions, dated 29th March 1774. 

Par. 22. And as the Agents of Foreign Companies, Free Merchants, and others, may greatly 
embarrafs our Board of Trade in the Provifion of our inveftments, by obtaining from the Com¬ 
pany’s Manufadurers the Goods manufadured by Means of our Advances, we dired that you 
forthwith form fuch Regulations as (hall e^dually guard our Property againft Attempts of this 
Nature. 


Extrad of General Letter per Nottingham, dated the 3d March 1775. 

Par. 27. Unwilling as we are to return to the former coercive Syftem of providing an Invertment,. 
or to abridge that Freedom of Commerce, which has been fo lately eftablilhed in Bengal; yet, at the 
fame Time, finding it our indifpenfable Duty to ftrike at the Root of an Evil which has been fo 
feverely felt by the Company, and which can be no longer fupported -, we hereby dired, that a}l 
S*L. Com. Rip. IX. [ U j Pcrfor.a 
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Perfons whatever, in the Company’s Service, or under ohr Pi’ocedion, be abfolutely pi^hibitecf* 
by public Advertirement, from trading in any of thofe Articles which compofe our InveftmentV 
diredly or indircAly, except oh account of and for the Eaft India Company, until their Inveli^ 
incnt is conipleated, .. . ; 

True ExtraAs. 

(Signed) j. King* 

Sub See*^, 
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Pirft Minute concerning the Freedom of Trade, and Company’s Inveftinent at Dacca, delivered . 
upon Mr. Hurft the Commercial Chief's Letter of July 15th 1776. 

Mr. Roufe, 

H E Letter which has been addrelTed to us by the Commercial Chief, affords us an Inftance, 
which 1 obferve with Regret, and the only Inftance I ever remember, of a Gentleman in i 
public Offlee declining to reply to References from another public Office, upon Matters utbich, 
under diffitrent Points of View, muft aftcA materially the'Fundions of each Department ] 1 fay with 
Regret, becauCe it is my Wifh, as Fdoubt not it is that of all the Members of this Board, to promote, 
by every Exertion of our Authority, confiilent with Juftice, the Privileges and Commercial Interefts 
of the Honourable Company. I'hefc Views cannot, according to the Ideas 1 entertain upon the Sub- 
jeft, be promoted with fo much Efficacy and Expedition, as by a ready Communication of Sent!* 
ments between the Two Departments, and a cordial Difpofuion in both, to remove EmbarralT^ 
ments. 

AAuated by thefe Sentiments, I difclaim Contention with every Man who ferves the Company,' 
unlefs when 1 may be obliged to contend againft Infringements of the public Regulations * or in Sup¬ 
port of the Rights of Individuals who live under our Protedtion: None better deferve it, than the 
Merchant and the Manufacturer $ and it is their Induftry, free and unreftrained, which once made 
this Province flourifh. The Cheapnefs of the Company’s Cloths *, the Facility of providing them} 
the GoodneCs of the Fabric the Security of their Advances j are ObjcCls infeparable from the general 
Eafe and Happinefs of the People, and permanent Profperity of the Country. When the Manufac¬ 
turers are impoverifhed and difeontented, and Merchants are difeouraged, it will be in vain to look 
for fuccefsful Commerce 1 occafional ACls of Power, to render the Company’s Trade beneficial, will de¬ 
feat iheir own Purpofes, and accelerate its Ruin. 

Thefe are felf'cvidcnt Truths, which muft equally ftrike the Mind of every reafonable Man. 
But I quic the Line of general Argument, as I mean not to projeCb Regulations, but that we fiiould 
carry into Hffeft thofe which are already formed. And as Mr. Hurft has declared his Intention of 
not favouring us with a Reply, without the Orders of his Superiors * I think that we may not fcruple to 
proceed, henceforward, in the Execution of the clear and pofitive InftruClions of the Governor General 
and Council, without admitting the Delay of a Reference, which, with regard to Complaints lately 
preferred to us, of Violences onered to a private Gomaftah in the Purchaft of his Goods, and the 
Sequefiration of Cloths in the Loom belonging to Weavers, might rather have been confidered as a 
Mark of Delicacy to that Gentleman, and Attention to the Company’s Commercial Concerns under 
his Management merely •, not as “ a Prejudice and Forwardnefs to depreciate his Authority.” Such 
a Reference was not judged necefifary, when fimilar Complaints were made in May 1775. Upon 
this Occafion, it muft have proceeded from a Wilh to avoid the Appearance even of depreciating 
Mr. Hiirft’s Authority, and a Reg-rd to the Spirit of the Regulations which have been eftablilhed 
fince the Advertilcments and Orders of March, April, and May 1775,. that the Board requefted he 
would inform them, Whether or mtjfuch Incidents as were alledged by the Complainants, could 
have arifen from any Orders fent by him ? In one Cafe we might fuppofc, that Meafures had been 
taken for the Company’s Intereft, which interfered with the Views of Individuals» but in the other, 
we ought to proceed againft the immediate Agents, as Perfons accufed of Violence, and an arbitrary 
Abufe of Power. To receive Coirnlaints, is not to decide upon the Merits of them. However* 
Mr. Crec’s Complaint of Impediments proved juft laft Year* and if even his Servants may have 
exaggerated Grievances in the prefenc Cale, ftill it is certain that Cloths have been attached, and that 
Cloths provided by Mr. Crec’s Advances may very probably have been amongft them. 

Mr. Hurft’s Suggeftion ' f an Error-in our L.ettcr, of the Word Tidiaddy being written inftead 
of Daccot is juft •, and I am forry for the Inference it allows—that Meafures “ apparently of a very 
“ pernicious Tendency to the general Freedom of Trade,” arc alledged to have, .taken place in Two 
Aurungs, which an Overfight in the Name might make the Board - imagine had confined 
to one. , : . ■ ■ ■ , ' ; 

Might I be permitted to offer an Opinion, whether theUommercial Chiejf is invefted with an Au¬ 
thority to feal and attach the Cloths in the Loom, I Ihoulcl be inclined to think, from a Perufal of, all 
the public Regulations we pofilTs, that he is not; but that Application fliould be .made, by the Com¬ 
pany’s 
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bariy’j Gomaftah, to thfc Naibs ot Adaulur, who are Hatioiied at the Aurungs to “ take Cognizance 
of all difputed Ckimsbeweeh Delolkor Gomaftahsand the Weavers and by *fhom “ a Weaver 
“ in the Gonrtpany*s Service, convifted of Idling Cloth to private Merchants, whilft he is deficienl in 
'■* his Deliveries,'according to the Aated Periods of his Agreement with the Company, lliall be pu- 
“ niihed in a regular PrOcefs and Conviflion.” Such are the Terms of the Regulation. It has 
never been declared, that the Commercial Chief (hall leize the Property of Men, without any For¬ 
mality of Juftice, when their Perfons are in Confinement by the regular Judgment of the Court. 
However, I wave this Point, from an Unwillingncfs tooppofe any fpccific Authority, which may, in 
particular Cafes, be conducive to the Security of the Honourable Company’s Property. But how 
much foever the Expediency of this Power of attaching Cloths in the Loom, may be urged, in order 
to prevent Individuals from buying up with ready Money Cloths provided with the Company’s Ad¬ 
vances j an Abufeof the Freedom of Trade, which I hope the Board will exert every legal Power of 
Government to prevent -, I cannot conceive why it (hould be cxercifed for the Seizure of Cloths 
which are not of an Aflbrtment ever taken by the Company, and fuitablc only to the Afiatic Com¬ 
merce : In fuch Cafes, the Idea of Competition between the Company and Individuals is re¬ 
moved. 

I am furpnzed to obferve Mr. Hurft introduce the chartered Rights of the Company as confti- 
tuting the fuperior Influence in the Inland Trade, now judged tndifpcnfablc, although the Britifh Na¬ 
tion cannot be faid to have had any Interference in the Inland Trade at the Time tliofe Rights 
were conferred by its Royal Sovereign. A Reference to the political Hiftory of the prefent Com¬ 
pany, will demonftrate, that they enjoyed thofc chartered Rights for above Fifty Years, without the 
Idea or Power of afluming a fuperior Influence in Bengal; and yet their Trade flourifhed. Bui: 
fincc their Military Reputation and Succefles have gained them an uncontrolled Authority in tliofe 
Provinces, it has been optional with the Company to aflfumc a fuperior Influence, or not; and the 
Cufiom has varied at different Times fince the Year 1765, when they obtained the Dewanny: When, 
in the Month of April 1773, it was gcncroufly “ rclinquiftied, with a View to the Freedom of 
“ Trade and the Welfare of the Country,” it was by a Publication under the Seal of the DeWanny, 
the Title by which they held the interior Adminiflration and Revenues of Bengal, and not under 
the Common Seal of the Eaft India Company, as a Renunciation of any Right conveyed by their 
Charter. 

It is likcwife a Stibjcft of Surprize.to me, that Mr. Hurft Thould urge a Variety of Arguments to 
us, againft oppofing the Company’s Interefts j as if our declared Aflivity to mark every Tendency 
to Monopoly, and reftrain unwarranted Influence in Trade, which the Honourable Company have 
invariably prohibited, could admit an Implication that we oppofed it. During the above-mentioned 
Period of Fifty Years the Company had no Concern whatfbever in the Profperity of the Country : 
Their Views were purely Commercial. But under the prefent Circumftanccs of their Affairs, I ap¬ 
prehend that the intcreft of the Company, and the Intereft of the Country, are one and the fame 
'rhing; and it would be chimerical indeed to argue, that Freedom of Trade doc,s not promote the 
Piofpciity of a Country. From hence I would beg Leave to infer, that an Invcilment of a Year or 
Two, procured a Degree cheaper by fuperior Inlluence, admitting the Suppofition, will prove a 
miferable Compenfation to them, for the Decay of the Cloth Manufadlurc at Dacca. This rnuft un¬ 
avoidably be the Cafe, from the linall Inveftment now purchafed by the Company, .and the Diffi¬ 
culties alnioft infurmountablc, under which a Merchant labours, in providing the imallell Quantity 
of Cloths ; although furmcily, when the Company’s Inveftment was far more confidcr.ible, he 
might liave provided to any Amount. Under the Syftcm adopted, of fealing Cloths in the Loom, 
the Difficulty and Difeouragement to the Merchant will increafe, and it follows of confequcnce, that 
the ManufafLufe will be diminifhed. For, as there are few Weavers in the Country, I luppole, who 
do not, in fome Years Accounts, ftand indebted to the Company ; and it is notorious that of this 
Clafs, Numbers have not wherewithal to extricate thcmfclves from Debts, but fubfifl only by the 
continual Labour of their Hands ; it would be Madnefs in any Merchant to attempt making an In- 
Vellinent, when the Cloths provided from his Advances, whether of the Company’s Affortment or 
not, arc liable to be fequeflcred upon the Plea of Company’s Balances; the Reality of which muft 
Xc(l upon the arbitrary Declaration of a Gomaftah. 

I much wifli, that the Amount of Balances which can be recovered by this arbitrary Mode of 
Procedure, and the Cheapnefs of the Inveftment provided by Influence, may compenfate the Com¬ 
pany, even for the Lofs of Five per Cent, they would gain in Duties from the Merchant i Still 
more do I with, that it may comi>cnfatc them for the Deftruflion of public Credit, anil for the 
Decay of the Manufadlurc. My Aim is not to attack Individuals, but to expofe dcflrudlive 
Principles of Policy; and as thefe Proceedings will hereafter fall under the Infpedlion of our Supe¬ 
riors, I take this Occaflon of offering my Sentiments with a Freedom, which Fidelity of Service 
demands from me. 

Whilft I lament every Injury which affedls the Country, I am likewife fenfible how much it is 
incumbent upon the Chief of the Factory, to take every poffible Precaution for fecuring the Com¬ 
pany’s Debts. Attentive to this Tiuth, 1 would wilh to give him no Interruption whatlbever, in 
the Exercife of the nccelTary and juft Authority annexed to his Station : On the contrary, I (ball at 
all Times readily concur in giving Force to every Regulation and Ordinance of the Honourable Court 
of Direftors or the Council General, for the Support of their Commercial Interefts. But whilft, 
among many other Orders for a general Liberty of Tiade to European and Native Merchants, a 
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Pubkation of Government dtclatei. that, ** If Of 

« under the Authority of the Engli/h Company, or ciigM^tMlfviOA rf lodlviiM Wwg 
tq their Jurirdidbon, Sec, fhall, by any tllegal Mcisiif qr &ir TiudeoTthe 

Dutch Company, or of any other Metchanu, of Nmqft t^f 

■( vere and exemplary Manner; and for that Purpofe^ ifibfidt toth| ^lefi and 

Councils of all the Provincial Divifiooa, to receive, aod OK^nMifk dlG&olpbsntt that 

*' (ball be preferred to them, concerning fuch Abulea, and » A^thora of iktm ** Whdft 

fuch a Line of Duty is prefcribed to us, 1 muft taa)iw qooviiKied of the Ptopneiy of oiw rc« 
ceiving and examining, by our own Officers, Cofapla»«a«gainft tho Gqmaffitha qI the Firfbiy i 
and retraining, as far as is confiftent with fii^ucAt Recp»Mt|Mt|k evtery Qperatioo of Inftieaoe. 
which can interfere with the fur and open^|^ of Ind^lKhMli ^Hoei aReSdttoof Thiec» 
Fourths of the Dacca Manufsftures*, after ^ Iqvfftantnn of th» iUivIjr leaves 

an ample F leld to exercife their Induftry and cbplov their Ft)^ without the lioaUfK Nsccfiiy of a 
Competition with the Honourable Conipany’s PurciMdes. 

With regard to the Examination the Commercial Chief hai diraded (o hi nqtdOi I do not think it 
can be received by the Board for their Guidance, or as the Grounds of their Judgment, m Com- 
plaints preferred However, n^ Opinion u, that in cenTequcoce of the Euj^naonn Mr Horlt 
has offered us, we nqtd not proceed upon miy ^ther Eeqnicy for the pF^em, but wmc the Hefnls 
of the Reprefentation Mr Cree declares his Intention of laying before thft QovetnotGeaeeal and 
Council 

• The Value of Cloths manufa^tared Annually in thf DaccifilQvincv, u frmn so u> Thw CoWWy * 

Inveftment ii only j oo,ooo CR'. 
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EXTRACT of I etter from the Board of Trade, at Fort Willtam in Bengal, dated the aift 
July t^7$ 

QUR Confulcations of the 26th May contain the Anfver of the Governor General qnd Council, 
^ n our Kcprefentation of the 9th of the fame Month, concerning the Limiuiioh of the In- 
veftraent From thence you will obferve, that they have acquicfced in our Ejbmate of Advances 
for the Provifion of the prefent Yesr, but Rill claim and referve to thsmfelves the Right of 
limiting our Inve(Intent, whether (he State of their Finances obliges them to Aich a Meqfure, 
or not This clear Avowal of a Claim, the Exercife of which would fo materially encroach 
upon what wc apprehend to be the immediate Duty of our Board, will, we hope, ftrengtheo the 
Appeal we have already made to yow upon the Suited 
We now forward to vou, an Abftraft Lift of the Inveftment to be provided for 1775, agree, 

. ably to the la(h bill mate fent to the Governor General and Council, m our Letter of me 26th 
May, with the Expe^lations only of feme Additions, which wp have fince found it neceffary to 
admit, in the Article of Filature Raw Silk, particularly noted in the faid Abftrafl, and pitplam^ 

, 10 our Proceedings of 12th June, and 19th July 

1 or the Calculation we have made, of the Amount of Inveftment to be Ipnt you by the Ship, 
ping of this Seafon, we beg Leave to refer you to our Letter of the 9th of May, addreftpd to t^ 
Governor General and Council, and retorded m our Proceedings of thp lame Day, w^rein ^la 
Amount is dated at Seventy one La^s of Curjent Rupees. We have formed our Calculation 
upon the Tonnage expefled this Year, and the Advances granted to us by the Governor Geoerah 
Conformably to our propofed Plan, at mean to Ihip on ward the Cqlebrooke, which returns tq 
Fifrt Sc George, 50 Tons of line OooA 

Jftoime ObftruAions to the Bofinefs of the Inveftment arofe bq^ at Patna and Dacca, in con« 
. ih^pionce of a pubbeatioa made by the Governor General and Council, fqr a general Freedom of 
Trade, which the Weavers and other'Manufa^rers lUifinterpitted into a fiftl R^afti fooiQilu 
Balances due to the Company and e^n from Engsj^eiics volnntanly made with thm, Thq 
Letters addrefled to us on this Subjefl, hj Qur Chiefs at thofe Faf^nea, aiy Varied in qur 
Proceedings of 30th May, end, I2(h, and 28th Jiqie Wb made a Reprefen^^fffp g jq y CTnqp 

Generdind Council, of the Inconveniences «bi^ had anien, and propofedsfor of 

them* fihreral Regulations; to which they have ameed, and which, w« q 

I Meaforp prevent any further Difficulties Thele Regolationi, and thejliift^ 

General and Council, are to be feen tn par Confoltations of lath Jun^ mo^tb 
The Continoarion and Conelufion of the Dic£a tnveftigstlon, mentiobejln^e^ and 
graphs of oor laft Addrefs, will be ^nd id the (mrenTCoQnitti&S nbwlu we Ms^V it 
5 appeared 
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Ippnred from the Report of our Export Warehoufe-keeper and Examiner, trentioned m that Co,.t. 
Addrcfs, that the Ckthi had been taken from the iVeieutrs in the Priiings, at too low a Vahjim ; but "'l l 
we have fince found, that Mr. Cartier’s Mufters, upon a ComparUon of which with the Cloths !(j ’ 
this RepPrt was made, arc upon the Whole inferior to the new Mufters lixed by Mr, Barwell 5 and j 
that the Weavers, in confcqucncc of the Advance of Price which was allowed them, had agreed 51,) 
to .make Cloths equal to thelc new Mufters. We have therefore judged^, that they have fulTcrcd no 
Injufticc in having their Cloths prized by the Mufters which they thcmrclvcs agreed to make the 
Standard. And although it appears that the Weavers were not allowed the fame Liberty of filling 
to Individuals as they before enjoyed, our Opinion, upon the Whole of thefc Complaints, is, that 
they have originated from the premeditated Defigns of the Delolls to thwart the new Mode 
adopted for carrying on the Company's Bufinefs at Dacca, and to render themfclvcs neceftiiry ; 
and have been continued by the Weavers, in the Hope of having their Balances cxcufed. In 
thefe Complaints, feveral Charges having been ftated, particularly againft Mr. Day, an Aftiftant 
at Dacca, we have gone through a minute Enquiry into them, and have nut found them to be 
juft, or the Conduft of Mr. Day to be reprchcnfible. 

Ac the Recommendation of Mr. Guinand, for the Reafons urged by him in his Obfervations 
recorded in our Proceedings of the 25th of April, we determined, that we would in future re- Cnnr i^th 
ccivc only Four Letters of Dacca Cloths, inftcad of Six, as pradtifed laft Year i and in confcqucncc 
feme Alterations have been made in the Mufters, as propofed by that Gentleman, in his compa¬ 
rative Statement of the Mufters of Mr. Cartier and Mr. Barwcll, recorded the 19th of June. (, 

We have eftabliftied it as an invariable Rule, that what Deficiency foever there might at any juuc. 
Time be in the Dacca Inveftment, no Purebafe of the ManufaSlure of that garter JhouU be 
made, for Aeeount of the Company^ from private Menhants. We have pafled this Refolution, which 
we deem of Importance, from a Perfuafion, that private Merchants are often induced to make Advances 
for Dacca Goods^ not by the ordinary Chance of Sale, but merely from an Expeilatm of difpojing of 
them at an enhanced Price, to the Company ; againf whom a kivalfhip is by this Means encouraged. 

The only poftible Cafe in which we think it might be allowable to deviate from this Refolution, 
is, that private Merchants fliould offer to fell their Goods as cheap as the Company could pro¬ 
vide them on the Spot j a Cafe no way likely to h^pen. We mean to obferve the fame Rule 
with refpeft to the Inveftment of any other of the Fadories, from which Gmilar Complaints may 
be made to us. 
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Extract; of Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, dated 31ft 
Oflober 1775. 

^H£ ObftruSions which we mentioned in our laft to have arifen at Pome of our Fadforics, i.ic. n/i ]».y 
appear to be in a great Meafure removed. The Regulations which with this View we pro- 
pofed to the Governor General and Council, were by them publifhed about the Beginning of coVcsSrr* 
September; and from Patna, no further Complaint has been made to us; at Dacca, the Weavers 
are ftill refraflory ; but by all the Materials which have come before us, we are confirmed in our 
Opinion, that they have not fufticient Reafon for Diffatisfadlion. To their Hopes of being abfolved 
from paying the Balances of the preceding Year, to the Arts of the Delolls, whole Aim it is to 
be re-employed, and to the Mifinterpretation of the firft Publication for a general Freedom of 
Trade, we are willing to aferibe the Difficulties which have continued at that Fadfory, arid which have 
taken up a great Parc of our Time and Confultacions: We flatter ourfclvcs, however, that thefe 
Difficulties are not abfolutely infurmountabic; and we have therefore informed the Chief, that we 
(hall hold him rcfponfiblc for the proper Provifion of the moderate Inveftment which we have required 
for this Seafon. Mr. Guinand, whom we had fent there for the Reafons recorded in our Proceedings 
of the lift and asth April, laid before us upon bis Return, a Copy of aLcttcr which he addreffed to oonf. 

Mr. Grueber, upon the prefent State of the Company’s Bufinefs at Dacca, and the feveral Modes by *J a’pmi. 
which the Inveftment might be provided there. We defired Mr. Guinand to attend us, and propofed 
to him fomc Qucftions which we thought ncccflary, in Explanation of his Letter. To the Letter it- 
felf, and to his Anfwers to thefe Qucftions, we beg Leave to refer you, for full Information of his 
Sentiments. We arc of Opinion, the Plan of purchafing from the Weavers with ready Money, 
to which he gives the Preference, is not at prefent praSicable. 
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£XTR A C T of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, datpd joth April 177.1. 

Par. i8. A S Freedom in Trade is necelTarily produAive of its Increafe, the Mode of providing your 
^ inveftments by Gomaftahs, DelolU, and Pykars, njufl: be a perpetual Par tp that Freedom 
which we arc fo Iblicicous to eftablilh. We i^refore hereby order and direct, that you revert to 
your former Practice of providing Inveftn^epA by ContraAs with Dadn^ Merchants. And jn ibe 
Conduft of this Meafure, you muft, by a jgencral Publication of our Intentions, invite as great a 
Number of Merchants to deliver Propofals, and make your Contrafts asfxtcnfive, as polTible^bcu^ 
attentive, at the fame Time, to the Improvement of thefeveral Manufaftpres, and taking Caw that 
you engage only with Merchants of good Charafter, and fufficientjy valid for the full Performance 
of their Contrails. 

19. Though by increafing the Number or Dadney Merchants* the Company’s Ri(k in the 
Advances it may be neceflary to make, will be Icflcoed; yop /npft ho'^^cver rfouire from them 
a proper and competent Security for their Engagements, as we cannot coDPider the Merchants Jjeijpg 
bound for each other, as fuflicient to prevent the LolTcs we may be fubjeft to by the Failure 
of particular Perfons. It is no Icfs expedient^ that the Dadney Merchants with whom you may 
contraft, be liable and agree to fuch Pcnaldes as have been cuftomarvi or may be requifite foe 
fecuring to the Company the full and timely Delivery of the Goods they jfhall engage to providci 
and for preventing any Debafement in the Quality or PeBciency in the Meafure thereof: And 
thefe Merchants mull alfo be bound, under proper Penalties, not topurchafe or provide, for any^Per.< 
fon or Perfons whatever, fuch Sorts and Species of Goods and Manufadlures as they Bull contraA 
to fupply for your Inveftments. 

20. As on the Revival of the ancient Mode of providing Inveftments by Dadney Merclvantlt 
you may nor, for fome Time at leaft, be able to procure from them lych a Quantity pf Goods as 
our Occafions may require j you arc in fuch Cafe to open your Warchopfes for ready Money 
Purchafes of fuch Articles as may be wanted to fupply the DeBciency of your Contra^s, and may 
be fit and proper for the Europe Market. But as we arc apprehenfive that fuch Purchafes may fur- 
ni(h us with Goods of the common Sortments only, you muft be attentive to fecure by your Contrails 
as large a Provifion as poftible of the beft and approved Fabrics: To this Injundlion we are not only 
led by prefent Kecenity, bgt we aftyre ourh;lves, that by fuch Means the Maoufai^ures of Bengal wiU 
foon be reftored to their former Degree of Finenefs and Eftimation t fo that our Ships may not, as of 
late, be returned to us with depreciated Fabrics, fome of which have fcarce produced their origi* 
nal Coll i and in thefe important Objedls, we hope and trull that your Regard for our Intcrefts 
will engage you to purfue fuch Mcafures «s fiiajl be moft likely to promote our Views, and efteft 
our Defigns, for the Benefit of the Country, as well as the Company’s Commerce. 

21. As the Aim of our Orders for removing from the Aurungs the Company’s Gomaftahs and 
Agents of any Denomination, is to relieve tbc Weavers and Manula^yrers* whQ have long groaned 
under the Opprclfions of fuch Petty Tyrants, we earncftly recommend to you to confider and 
apply the moft efttftual Means to prevent the Gomaftahs and Agents of any Perfons under our 
Jurifdi^ion, from cxercifing the like Abufes, Exaflipns, and Extortions as we have Reafon co 
fear have been committed by Perfons undtir Sanflion pf tbc CWPpany’s Naipe- Yau arc »llb, by 
maintaining a due Execution of luftice >0 the fcveral Courts throgghout the Provinces, to afford 
the opprelTed Natives all fuch Relief as tnay encourage them to porfoc with Aladricy (hair (cveral 
.Occupations} and, by convincing them of the Eenefits of ogr InBuencc, excite ttiem to recompenfc, 
by their Induftry, the Attention of their Benefa^ors. 


Exrafl of the Company’^ General I-ctter to Bengal, tkrted 7th April 1773. 

xi. As the Inftrudlions which arc from Time to Time iranfnvMed to you in the Lift of InwA- 
meiiM,. mud be confidered as coming from the Vender to the MsJSufafturer, wc again urge tim 
abi^^ Nccelfity of your paying (IriA Attention to them, in order to make fuch Improvcmenti 
In |oine Parts, and Alterations in others, as may in future render, opr foveftmenr more appiifiid^ 
t6 European, American, and African Markets i but above alU tp recover, if poffible, tbfliil 
Advaiitages which, f;om your Inattention, we have almoft loB Sight of. And as wo aie in our 
Lift qf iSveftment particular and partial to thofc Letters thsc are moft ia Efteeo), and theoeo 
.itin^y frequently happen that wc order abundantly where but fmail Qpantiwes can be psovideda 
encourage an Emoletjoo in the Weavers of one Aiuwig (t 
Jjdiw twir Goods to the fame Degree of PetfeAioq with tbpfe.of anoth(c;; i and asjho psohibkcfl 
Goods tff all Denominarions are in the greateft Demand for the American and African Trade, and 
not only their Sale, but alfo their Fitnefs for thofe Markets, depends entirely on a ftrift Adhe* 
rcncc to our Orders, we cannot fulficiencly reprove thofc who have fo totally negleded them ; nor 
can w* cqpyey tq you a ftronger Inftance thereof, than by obferving, thJCUhe Qooda fqnttl^us 

•re 
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are Co very indiiferently chofen, as frequently to oblige the Merchants of this Place to innport 
from the Dutch, in order to make up fit and proper Aflbrtments, at the very fame Time that 
our Warehouies are glutted with thofe of the ramc Denomination. 

12. We muft Jilccwifc here obferve, that the Ueafons which you aflign for a Deficiency in tht 
finer Part of our Inveftment, appear to us very extraordinary 4 nor can we conceive why Mo¬ 
ney is fo readily advanced tor the Purchafe of coarfe Goods* and withheld from thofe Aurungs 
that can alone produce the prime Articles from which, not only the Credit, but Itkewife the 
Profit of our whole Inveftment cncirely depends. 

13. The flowered Goods, particularly thofe from Dacca, continue extremely defeftive; we therefore 
ftri^tly require you to appoint, from among our Covenant Servants, Infpeftors, in order that the 
Cloths may be properly aflTorted before they are delivered to the Worknfjen. By this Means the 
different C^alitits may be appointed to thofe Works that they are beft adapted to receive, end 
fuch Goths as are defedive in Quality, may not be loaded with the additional Expence of an Ope* 
ration which they arc by no Means fit for. 

16. We learn with Concern, that the aflforting and packing of our Inveftments is principally en- 
trufted to Black Servants and that our Warehoufes (formerly a ufeful Nurfery to give our younger 
Servants a Knowledge of the different Fabrics) have feldom more than one Englifli Writer belong¬ 
ing to each. The Magnitude of our prefenc Inveftments, and the little Attention that has been 
paid to our repeated Complaints of the Aflbrtmenu of your Cloths, have determined us to make 
the following Reform, which muft be carried into Execution upon the Receipt of this Letter, lii 
the Export Warchoule you arc to fix a fufficient Number of our junior Servants, difeharging gra¬ 
dually the Black Sorters and Writers. 

17. That you may be enabled to do this fooner, and that our own Servants may be fully and 
early inftrudted, we appoint Meflieurs Lifter and Kellican as Afliftants to the Export Warehoufe- 
keeper, with the Rank of Fadlors, but never to rife higher in our Service. The Friends of thofe 
Gentlemen have recommended them in fo favourable a Light, for their Knowledge and Experience 
as Merchants, that befides the Advantages we hope and expeft from their attending conftantly to 
the forting and packing, we truft that our Writers (inftrufled by their Judgment) may foon be 
qualified to do their Duty properly. And to encourage the Writers to be afliduous in acquiring 
riiis Knowledge, we dircil that as they become qualified for fubordinate Settlements, and can bo 
fpared, thefc have always a preferable Claim to fuch Favour: And as this is to be a ftanding 
Rule, our Fadories will thereby be conftantly fupplied with able Servants. 

19. We cannot but be fenfibly affefted at finding, that neither the Inftruftions we have given 
you, nor the Moans you have taken for the Provifion of our Inveftments, have hitherto produced 
any folid and effedtual Regulations. The Plan we tranfmitted in April 1771, is declared by you 
tu be impradicableand yet in the forming of it we had been aided by thofe who had filled the 
higheft Stations, and had recently returned from Bengal. Our Object in this Plan, was to con¬ 
ned the Company and all others. Natives as well as Europeans, in one common Intereft, and by 
relinquiftiing every Claim to Preference from our Power and Influence, to cfttblifli Liberty and 
Freedom of Commerce throughout the Provinces. And although this Defign has proved un- 
fuccefsful, we have the Satisfadion to refled, that it muft ever remain as a Teftimony of our in¬ 
tentional Juftice and Humanity. 

21. We wilh we could refute the Obfervation, that almoft every Attempt made by us and our 
Adminiftrations at your Prefidency for the reforming of Abufes, has rather increafed them, and 
added to the Miferies of the Country we arc fo anxious to proted and cberifti. The 'I'ruth of this 
Obfervation appears fully in the late Appointment of Supervifors and Chiefs. Inftituted, as they 
were, to give Relief to the induftrious Tenants, to improve and enlarge our Inveftments, to deftroy 
Monopolies, and retrench Expencea •, the End has by no Means been anfwerable to the Inftituiion. 
Are not the Tenants more than ever oppreffed and wretched? Arc our Inveftments improved? 

Has not the Raw Silk and Cocoons been raifed upon us 50 per Cent in Price ? Wc can hardly 
fay what has not been made a Monopoly. And as to the Expences of your Prefidency, they arc at 
length fwclled to a Degree we arc no longer able to fupport. Thele FaCls (for fuch they are)- 
Ihould have been ftated to us, as capital Reafons why neither our Orders of 1771, nor indeed 
any Regulations whatever, could be carried into Execution. But perhaps, as this would h|v« 
proved too much, it was not fuggefted to us i for nothing could more plainly indicate a Stafe of 
Anarchy, and that there was no Government exifting in our Servants in Bengal. 

23. And therefore, when Oppreflion pervades the whole Country when Youms have been fu^ereil 
with Impunity to exercife fovereign Jurifdi£lion over the Natives, and to acquire rapid j 
by monopolizing of Commerce j it cannot be a Wonder to us or yourfelves that Dadney 

chants do not come forward to contrafl with the Company» that the Manufactures 

Way thrbiigh Foreign Channels t or that our Inveftments are at once enormoufly dear, aae- 

bafed Quality. ^ Ixf: ^ 

24. It is evident then, that the Evils which have been fo deftrudlive to us, lie too deep' for any 
partial Plans to reach or corredl i it is therefore our Refolution to aim at the Root of thefe Eyils.t 
and we are happy in having Reafon to believe, that in every juft and neceffary Regulation, wc 
(hall meet with the Approbation and Support of the Legiflacure, who confider the Public as ma¬ 
terially iniercfted in the Company’s Profpcriiy. 

, 95,^10 order to efifeduate this gjreat End, the firft Step muft bf) to reftore perfed Obedience 
due Subo^ination to your Adnuntftratiha. Our G^erner erd Council muft rtaffumc and 

extreire 
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exerclfe their delegated Powers upon every juftOccaHon; purifli Delinquents, chcrifli the Mert' 
tqrious, diicountenance that Luxury and Diflipation which, to the Reproach of Government, pre* 
vailed in Bengal. Our Prcfident, Mr. Haftings, we truft, will fet the Example of Temperance, 
CEconomy, and Application i and upon this we are fenlible much will depend. And here we take 
Occadon to indulge the Pieafure we have, in acknowledging Mr. Hadings’s Services upon the Coaft 
of Coromandel, in condrudfing, with equal Labour and Ability, the Plan which has fo much im* 
proved our Invellments there; and as we are perfuaded he will perrevere in the fame laudable Pur- 
fuit through every Branch of our Affairs in Bengal, in Return, may depend on the Ready Support 
and Favour of his Fnijiloycrs. 

62. As we oblerve the Cofllmbuzar Inveftment is provided by an Authority totally independent 
of Government, and that the Company’s Servants aifumc to thcmfelves a Right highly detrimental 
to us, and by that Means have, fince the Y^ar lybp, railed the Price of the Cocoons 50 per Cen. ; 
we arc no longer at a Lofs to account for the Uppofition that has been made to the joint Enu: ,1- 
vours of our Servants, Mcflieurs Wifs and Robinfon. But we now hope that fuch Msalurrs have 
been adopted, as will put that Part of our Inveftment on a better Ground, and render their Afliuuiiy 
more advantageous to their Employers. 
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Sir, 

Having received an Order, dated the ad April 1783, from the Honourable the Scledl Com¬ 
mittee of the Houfe of Commons, appointed to take into Confideration the State of the Admini- 
ftration of Juftice in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, 1 hat there be laid before the faid 
Committee, .*1 Copy of the Anfwer of Richard Barwell, Efquire, to the Bill filed againft him in 
the Chancery Side of the Supreme Court of Judicature at Calcutta, by certain Mcichants called 
Delolls, refiding in the City of Dacca*, 1 beg Leave, Sir, with all Relpetl, to acquaint you, that 
after the moft diligent and attentive Search, no Copy of the faid Anfwer is to be found among the 
Eaft India Company’s Records i and that there is all Caufe to conclude, that no fuch Anfwer has 
been hitherto tranfmitted from Calcutta to the Court of Direftors of the faid Company. 

Eaft India Houfe, I am, with great Refpeft, 

the 15th April 1783 Sir, 

Your moft obedient and 

To General Smith, Chairman moft humble Servant, 

of the Honourable Seleft Committee. P. Michel, Sec'^ 
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Lunae, 14* Aprilis 1783. 

At the Eaft India Judicature Committee i 
General Smith in the Chair. 

' Ordered, That the Clerk do write to Richard Barwell, Efquire, one of the Members of the 
Houfe, to the following Purport. 

“ That the Committee finding on the Company’s Records a Bill, in the Chancery Side of the 
** Supreme Court of Juftice in Calcutta, filed againft him by certain Merchants called Delolls, 
“ reiraing in the City of Dacca, they direfted the Eaft India Company to produce the Copy 
** of his Anfwer to that Bill i whic 1 U not to be found» and to give him this Information, that 
** he'may, if he pleafes, furnifti the Committee with a Copy of his Anfwer to that Bill, if any 
“ fuch Anfwer was filed by him, which the Committee will be ready to receive, and alfo any other 
•* Information upon that Subjefl t as the Condu£l of the Company’s Servants employed in the 
** Diftrift of Dacca, towards the Inlubiunts of that Province, is a Matter of their Enquiry.” 


“ Jovis, sy" Aprilis 1783. 

* At the Eaft India Judicature Committee } 

General Smith in the Chair. 

Ordered, That the Clerk do write to Richard Barwell, Efquire, to the following Purport. 

** That the Committee finding that almoft the whole Bufinefs relative to the Delolls is on 
** Record, except his Anfwer, and thinking that he might have a Copy of it, wifhed to receive it 
<* at hi^ Hands. 


« That 
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** That the Committee?hhn far the Information i»hich he is fo obliging as to offer i but, 
** as the Matters contained fli that Bill are public, and of Record, they conceive they cannot with 
“ Propriety be anfwered verbally before them, by one who is a Party. 

** That the Commitree will not give him the Trouble of an Attendance, as he will have an 
Opportunity of explaining the Matter fully to the Houfet” 
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EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 15th May 1776. 
j^ECElVEDa Petition from the Dacca Delolls, as follows: 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

We the under fubferibed Delolls of Dacca, humbly beg Leave to reprefeot to you, that in the 
Tear 1180 (or 1773) Mr. Richard Barwcll, then Chief of Dacca, not contented with depriving 
us of our Employment and Means of SubliRcnce, but alfo extorting from us Forty-four thoufand 
Two hundred Twenty-four Arcot Rupees, by the Terror of his Threats, by long Imprifonment, and 
cruel ConHnement in Stocks«after keeping Part of this Money in his PoITellion above Twelve Months^ 
and all of it above Six Months, when demanded by our Lawyer, he pretends that the greateff Parc 
of this Money was appropriated to the Honourable Company’s Ufe, and the Remainder he had a 
Right to, as Chief of Dacca. We are confident it will appear upon Proof that the Honourable 
Company never received this Money until foroe Time after the Demand was made by our Lawyer, 
As to Mr. Barwcll’s Right to our Money, as Chief of Dacca, does not delerve a ferious 
Argument. Mr. Grueber, the fucceeding Chief of Dacca, brought a Suit againfi us for a further 
Sum of Current Rupees 14,878. 6. on Pretence of the faid Penalty, before the Revenue Chief and 
Council at Dacca *, to which we gave the inclofed Anfwcr (N* 1.) Thofe Gentlemen (we fuppofe) 
fenfible of the Iniquity of the Proceeding, even although the Suit was in the Name of their Ho¬ 
nourable Maffers, refufed to give a Dectfion againfi; us. Failing in this Attempt, the Suit was car* 
ried to the Adtwlet, where Mr. Purling prefided t this Judge has loaded us with an Oppreffion, 
<nd expenfive Confinement under Peons, firft demanding the Sum of 14,878 C.R', and afterwards 
50,000 Kupeei, as a Penalty due to the Honourable Company. 

As we have an A£lion depending in Chancery againfi Mr. Barwell, for extorting the above- 
mentioned Money from us, and to dirpuie the Legality of fucii Demand, we humbly entreat 
you will withdrtiw the Profecution (or rather Perfecution) now carrying on againfi us at Dacca on 
this Account, until the Decifion of the Court of Chancery. Wc will give unqucftionable Security, 
Either here or in Calcutta, for the Demands in queftion, if proved to be legally due. The inclofed 
Paper (N^i) wiB fiicw upon what feeble Pretences thefc Sums arc demanded as a Penalty and Prefent. 

Dacca, We are, 

the 14th December 1775. ' Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your very obedient and diftreficd Supplicants in Bengal^ 
(Signed) Doneram. 

Samfunder. 

Rajge. 

Hurrykifnowi 

Bifnuc. 

Ordered that the Accounts in the above Letter be entered after the Confultation. 

Agreed, that the following Letter be written to Dacca. 

To Mr. Charles William Boughton RouS) Chief See. Council at Dacca. 

Gentlemen, 

We have received a Reprefentation from Doneram, Samfunder, Rajy, Hurry Kifno^ and BifihaUC« 
Delolls at your Faftory, complaining of Hardlhips and Opprcfilons under which they labour, from 
the Proceedings carrying on againfi them in the Dewanny Adawict) and intreaiing us to withdraw 
this Profecution, until a Decree of the Court of Chancery can be obtained in the AdUoa which they 
had commenced againfi Mr. Barwell. 

We defire you will inform thefe Delolls, that we have received their Petition •, that it does not de¬ 
pend on us to "ut a Stop to the Profecution againfi them but if they (hall think thcmfelves agf* 

SiL, Com. Rsp. IX. [ Y ] grieved 
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grieved by the Deem which may have been given in the Dewanny Adawlet, 'they muft appeal, in 
the ufual Manner and Form, to the Governor General and Council. 

We are 

Fort William* 

15 May 1776, (Signed) 


A Translation of Reprefentarfon given in the Council of Dacdl. 

BclTonaut, Hurry KifTin, Dooneram, Saumfunder* and Rajju, Delolls. 

That ever fince the Honourable Companjf*s Fadory and Bufinefs commenced at this Place* we 
always received Advances for the Cloth Inwftments, and fupplied them accordingly. Since Mr. 
BarwelPs Arrival to the,Charge of the Chitjflhip* and in the Year 1180 (or 1773) in the Month of 
November, Advances were made to us for that Year's Inveftment t and from' the faid Advances, 
Chifton Byfaac, Mr. Barwcll’s Banian, took from us by Force 8,000 Rupees, which was done by Mr. 
Barwell’s own Dirciflion. In the Month of March 1774* Mr. Barwell ordered Peons to carry us to 
the Fadtory, and conHned us in the Stocks, and afterwards we were put into Confinement in a fmall 
Room near the Fadlory Gate, under the Sepoys Guard, and our Food was alfo ftopt i where we re¬ 
mained ftarving the whole Dayj and the next Day Orders were given* about Twelve at Noon, to 
carry us near the River Side, under the Efcort of Six Sepoys, to permit our taking Food; and after 
which we were again brought to the fame Confinement. Peons were fent to our Houfes alfo to 
watch. For Six Days we were confined in this Manner. Mr. Barwell's other Banian, named Ran.- 
mitton Taggoor, carried iis to his Lodging, and in the Name of Mr. Shakefpear he took a Certifi¬ 
cate from us for 40,000 Rupees •, and afterwards gave us Liberty to go to our Houfes. We were 
obliged (for Fear of another Confinement and ill LJiage) to go to one Auchellfing Subedar, and bor¬ 
row from him A.R' 3^,224. This Sum was received from the faid Auchellfing by Mr Shakefpear’s 
Banian, named Joynarrain Goflaul. And for the Balance of 40,000 Rupees, being 3,776 R*, Mr. Barwell 
again carried and confined one Manick and Ruttoh Deloll for the above Balance i and the Certificate 
for the 40,000 Rupees were returned to us. Mr. Barwell in the Interim went to Calcutta ; and we left 
Dacca for Calcutta, to go and feck JuRice, in the Month of July. Mr. Day hearing we left Dacca, 
fent Sepoys after us; The Sepoys not overtaking us on the Way, returned. Mr. Barwell hearing 
of our Arrival in Calcutta, fent a Soubadar for us, and carried us to his Houfe, and confined us. On 
Mr. Barwell’s leaving Calcutta, Three Peons were ordered to conduft us to Dacca •, on our Arrival 
here, the Peons were difeharged. The Charges that accrued for the Sepoys that went after us, we 
were obliged to pay. 

On the Arrival of the Gentlemen from Europe, having greatly fuffered, we in the Month of De¬ 
cember went to Calcutta, and applied to an Attorney toreprefent the Injufticeand ill Ufage that Mr. 
Barwell had treated us with, and complained againft him t which Caufe is as yet depending in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature. 

At prefent. Sir, you demand a Penaltv from us in Money. Whatever the Advances were for 
Cloth for the Bengal Year u8o (or 1773) we have delivered. When we receive Advances froni 
the Company, for the Security fake we always give a Machulca} and the Balance, whatever it might 
be, in our Hands after the Year’s Accounts are fettled, was always brought to our Debit) but we 
never paid any Penalty. This is our Reprefentation } and you, Sir, may judge of the Circumftances 
as you (hall think fit. 


COPY 
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C O P Y of the Lift of DeloUi uAd Picars, from whom the Penaltjr is demanded and delivered. 

Doonerain and Udachund, Delolls ^ i 

Samfundfr » *^2 

Rajja Mahon ‘ ^ t 

HeeifOoovind and Udaehund w. _ t 

Udachund, Deloll, ahd Bidenaut, Pykar ^ i 

Nur Hurry, ,Fykar -j. —. k— i 

-Aunund Leile Hurry Sine, Pykar —— — i 

Baidder and Nur Hurry, Pykar j 

Button Joy, and Ultom, Pykar — — — i i 

Radachurn, Pykar ^ ^ x 

Nundo Kelfore Ram Conga, Pykar — x 

Lalechund Goopee, Pykar —- — t 

^banny, Pykar .. — i 

Joget . —. ^ X 

Souteram amil Gounefs-fotne, Pykar — —.1 ^ 

Hurry Sing, Pykar « _ — t 

Mahomud Rija and Kooloobulla, Pykar •— i 

—A,R* 50,006 — — 
Batta at 8 per Cent 4,000 — —‘ 


Curr* R‘ —^ 54.000 —* ““ 

Dedud, received in October 1774, Penalty from the Delolls, and 

advanced the fame at Bagitpore, for Cloth, A.R* 36,224- 

Batta 8 per Cent. 2,897 *5 ^ 

—-39,lit 15 <5 


Balance C.R* 14,878 — 6 

ABSTR ACT of the Company’s Advances for the Bengal Year 1174, 

■ . made by John Cartier, Efiiuire. 



Balance from 
left Year. 

Advanced for | 
the Year 1174. 

Total Amount 
Advances. 

Cloth 

Received. 

Balance for the 
Year 1174. 

Dunneram, Deloll 
Samfunder, D* 
Hurry Sing, D* 
Bidbnaut, D* 

27,127 6 6 

21,876 I — 

1,16,968 II 9 

87,723- 

99 i »86 15 3 
1,16,827 13 9 

1,44,096 2 3 

87,713- 

1,21,063 — 3 
1,16,827 13 9 

1,44,096 2 3 
81,197 8 3 
1,07,250 2 6 
1,07,40a 9 3 

6,525 7 9 

13,812 13 9 
9,426 4 6 


49,003 7 6 

4,20,706 8 9 

4,69,710 — 3 

4,39.946 6 3 

29,763 10 — 

Mr. Kelfall’s Ad¬ 
vances for the 
Year 1175 — 

Balance for 
1174. 

Advance for the 
Year 1175. 

Total Amount 
of Advances. 

Amount of 
Cloths delivered 

Balance for the 
Year 1175. 

29,763 10 — 

6,21,203 14 6 

6,50,967 8 6 

5,78,733 6 ~ 

72,234 2 6 


Balance for 
1175 

Advance for the 
Year 1176. 

Total Amount 
of Advances. 

Amount of 
Cloths delivered 

Balance for the 
Year 1176 

D* D* D* for 1176 

72,234 a 6 

5,27,804 3 9 

6,00,038 6 3 

%o 

o\ 

1 

51,433 12 9 


Balance for 
1176. 

Advance for the 
Year 1177. 

Total Amount 
of Advances. 

Amount of 
Cloths delivered 

Balance for the 
Year 1177. 

D»D*D* for i»77 

52,433 12 9 

2,26,816 13 9 

2,79,250 10 6 

2,60,613 14 — 

18,636 12 6 

Mr. Harris’s D® for 
1178 — 

Balance for 
1177. 

Advance for the 
Year 1178. 

Total Amount 
of Advances. 

Amount of 
Cloths delivered 

Balance for the 
Year 1178. 

18,636 12 6 

6,78,490 3 3 

6,97,126 15 9 

6,52,393 4 9 

44,733 ” — 

Meflrs. Lambert and 
Grueber’s Advan¬ 
ces for 1179 — 

Balance for 
1178. 

Advance fbrtht 
Year 1179. 

Total Amount 
of Advances. 

Amount of 
Cloths delivered 

Balance for the 
Year 1179. 

44,733 ” — 

6,61,757 3 9 

7,06,490 14 9 

6,59,732 4 6 

46,758 *0 3 


Meflrs; 
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Meflrs. Grueber 
and BarwcU’s 
Advances. 

Balance for 
the Year 
1179. 

Advances for 
the Year 1180 

Total 

Amount of 
Advances., 

Amount of 
Cloths deli¬ 
vered. 

Balance due 
by theDelolls 
for 1180. 

Balance due 
CO the Delolls 
for 1x80. 

Dunneram, Deloll 
Rajee, D* 

HurrySing, D* 
BifTonaut, D* 
Samfunder, D* 

Z — — 

19,582 13 b! 
11,938 159 
« 5 i 236 *3 - 

‘,52.796 U 9 
91,728 8 3 
|>,15.566 15 9 

*,* 7,759 - 

I 86,661 9 t 

*. 5*.796 14 9 
91,728 ^ 3 
*.35,149 *3 3 
1,39,697 *5 9 
1,01,898 6 6 

*,55,346 13 9 
97.645 5 3 
*134.383 *4 3 

*.38,9*3 — 6 

93,*38 II 9 

Mr* m 

765 *5 - 

774 *5 3 
8,659 *®9 

*,549 * 5 — 
5,91613-^ 

00 

0 

j 5 . 74 , 5*3 — 3 

6,21,271 10 6 

6,19,537 

. 1 

10,200 9 - 

8,466 12>-- 


the Balance ot 8,466.11. Rvpeei due to theDelolls, were paid them as follows: 

1181. Augun lift,—Dunneram, Deloll 2,549 15 

Maug lath,—Rajee, D* 5»9r6 13 —• 

Afcot Rupees 8,466 12 


Balance due by the Delolls,—'Rupees 10,200. 9. of which there remains 
In cheGodown 325 Pieces of Cloths of different Sortments, as follows: 

Bcflbonaut, Deloll 173 Pieces — — — 1,700 — *— 

Hurry Sing, D* iia D* ‘ — .i*. mii . 1,263 14*-^ 

Samfunder, D* 76 D* — •— — — 1,400 — — 

Amount detained from the Advanca made to him by 
Becon Tagoor, the Company’s Dewan — — 6,123 — 

—--7,523-: 


Arcot Rupees 10,486 14 ^ 


appendix;, 
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EXTRACf sf tieugtl-lleveflile ConflillutiDiit) tbe 3d julj 1776. 

♦ 

IVihe Hojioimblc dir Elijth Iiiipey, tCaight* iChieF^uftice, and his firethreni ^Uiftices of the Supreme 
Court hf Judicattire of Fort William in Bengal. 

UUMBLT OOOQpUtntng* ihttweth unto ytsuP Loi^ips. youf Orators Byfonot tiurry Sing* Sam 
^ Swnder RugCi and Doneram, in the Kingdom of Bengal, Merchants: That for many Years laft 
paft k has been ufual or cOftamary for the Chief or Head Servant of the Honourable the United Eail 
India Company reBding id Dacca, in the kingdom or Province aforefaid, fome Time about tbe 
Commeocement of every Veart to coiitradt and agree with one or more Black Merchants, who are 
ca^d Delals, for the Purchaie of a large Quantity of Cloth of different Sorts, diftinguifhed by the 
Name of White Piece Goods i which are to b^elivered by fuch Merchants or Delals, within fuch Year, 
or as ibon afterwards as the fune can be made} the Prices of which are to be determine by an Appraikr, 
according to the comparative Value of fuch Cloth (when delivered) with certain Mufters of each Par¬ 
ticular of Cloth, which are produced and agr^ to at the Time of entering into fuch Contraft^ 
as Samples publicly marked with their refpe&ive Marks, and then depofited in the Company's Ware- 
houfes* The Delals or Merchants always take upon them the Rifque of any LoBcs and outftanding 
Balances, with any of the Workmen employed in making the Cloth: And have of late Years been 
obliged, aa a Conuderation for fuch ContraA, to allow fuch Chief or Head Servant to dedud, as a 
Douceur to himfelf, bis Banian, and other Servants of the Company, feveral Sums of Moneyt amount- 
sag to about 5 per Cent, in tbe Whole, out of the Money to be advanced them for the Purpofe of 
carrying on their Bufineis, and paying advanced Wages to the Workmen, and without Which no 
ikifincM can be tranfaAed. Each Merchant or Delal then agrees among tbemfelves, to procure or pro¬ 
vide a certain Qpaotiiy or Number of Piecet, and tlmy then jointly fign a Bond, in the Petlalty of 
go,000 Rupees, for the due Performance of the Conttad. On the Part of the Company, fuch Chief 
or Head Smant agrees to advance between fuch Contradors, 7 or 8 Lacks of Rup^, for the Pur- 
pofe afbreiiud, to Ik paid at Rated Periods 1 but does not enter into any Counter Bond in cafe of 
Failure in fuckConcraicfc on the Part of the Company. And your Orators farther Ibew unto your 
XiOrdlbips, that in conlcqKnce of fuch Cuftom, fome Time in the Month of February which was m 
Year of ou« Lord 17731 Nicholas Grueber, E^uire, the then Chief, or Head Servant of Aich 
Company at Diccaaforaaid, by and with the Advice and Afllftance of Mr. Francis Law, who is the 
Export Warehouie Keeper, and Mr. Henry Guinand, who is the faid Compaiw^s Infpedtor of Cloths 
at Dacca aforakid, propofed to, and entered into an Agreement with, your Orators and two other 
Black Merchants, of the Name of Monick and Rattenjoy, to provide for, and to deliver to fuch Com¬ 
pany* 50,000 Pieces of Cloth, of White Piece Goods, .in 11 Months from tbe Time of entering into 
fuch Agreemeot, according to the comparative Value of ceruin Mufters or Samples of each Species of 
Cloth then prdduced, and fixed upon between tbe fiiid NicholastvrKber and your Orators and the 
faid Monick and Rattenjoy. And your Orators further fliew unto your Lordfliips, that by the faid 
Agreement, One-half of the Advances which your Qrators were to receive to pay to their Workmen, 
and to forward fuch Bufinefs, was to be paid them in the then prefent Month of February, and the Re¬ 
mainder at a limited Time afterwards: And it was agreed between your Orators and the faid Monick 
and Rattenioy, and the laid Nichofas Grueber, that in Confideration of your faid Orators, and the faid 
Two other Black Merchants having luch Concradb, which at that Time was looked upon by your Ora¬ 
tors in an advantageous Light, it (hould be lawful for the faid Nicholas Grueber to dtduft and retain 
out of fuch Advances to be made to your Orators as aforefaid, af per Cent, as Perquifites for himfelf 
and Banian t One per Cent, more to be paid to tbe Company's Dewan s One per Cent, more as 
charged paid to the Company, but for what Reafon, or under what Pretence, your Oratora, or eitlter of 
them, do not know i oiberwifc than it had bran for many Years cuAomary to make fuch a Charge, 
but which your Orators believe never was credited to the Company, but always fecreted and kept by 
fuch Chief or Head Servant, who therefore had 3 per Cent, upon the Contra^ for his own Share i 
.^nd befidea whfoh, it always was expefted confiderable Prefents Ihould be made to the Chief and 
other Servants belonging co the Warehoufe, and which your Orators were forced to comply with, and 
actually did pay, to the Amount of Half per Cent; more, making in ail 5 per Cent, upon the Whok 
of the Amount of fuch Money: For the dK Performance of which Contra^ or Agreement, your 
Orators, and the faid Monick and Rattenjoy, were obliged, and did duly execute the uiual Bond to the 
Company, in the Penalty of 50,000 Current Rupees, as a Security for the due Performance of their 
Part of fuch Agreement, as fuch Bond, in the Cuftody or Power of the faid Nicholas Grueber, or 
of his SucceiTors, the pedent Chief or Head Servant of fuch Company at Dacca aforefaid, or of fome 
other of fuch Compu^* Scryanu, lela^ being thereunto had, may appear. And imur Orators fur« 
ther fliew unto your Lordlbipa* that in ooni^Koce of fuch Agreement. One-half Part of fuch Ad¬ 
vancement^ Money agreed 10 be paid them aa afordaid, after deducing fuch Allowances as herein- 
ise^e mentioned, was duly paid thm by the faH Nicholas Grwbcr, within (he Time agreed upon for 
Sxi.. Com. Rip. IX. A t that 
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that Porpofe; whereupon your Orators then made the ufual Prefentt j contented at that Time with 
the Impofition, and the very fmall Profits arifing from their Bulinefs, whitft they could Hve in Petee 
and Quietnefs, as the faid Nicholas Grueber never moleftod theirJ’erTon^, but permitted them to cartf 
on their Bufinefs in Performance of their Conttaft, fofir as td deliver^One-bklf Part of the Ciotba 
contraded for during the Chieffliip of the (aid Nicholas Grueber at Dacca aforefaid: And when the 
Accounts between your Orators and the faid Company* refpcAing the Receipt of fuch Money* and the 
Part Delivery of fu^ Cloths, were adjufted and'fettled by'iifd bet%efei ^or Orators hnd the faid Two 
other Merchants, and the faid Nicholas Grueber, upon the Balance whereof it appeared, that your Ora¬ 
tors, together with the faid Monick and Rattenjoy, were indebted tor the faid Company rn thie Sum of 
C. Rs. 46,758. lo A. 3 P. being fo much in Advance t6>them'for the Reiidue of tbe:Clc^a Icdn* 
trafted for, and for wliich they cohfidered themfelvet accountiiifie. And your Orators further ftiew 
unto your Lordfhips, that fomc (hort. Time the fettling and balancing of fuch Account, that Is to 
fay, fome Time in or about the Month of September^ in the fame Tear"r^7.j, the Nicholas Oruebcit 
was recalled from the faid Chieflhip of Dacca, and Richard BanvelI,.£fqoire, another of'the faid Com¬ 
pany's Servants, and one of Defendants hereinafter named,'was appfDintM in his Read« that upon' 
the faid Richard Barwell’s entering upon his faid Duty^ finding, uaiyr riie;Agrsvniant herein men¬ 
tioned, made by his Predeceilbr with your Orators, and the (aid Monkk and Ratter^oy^; that 
Second Payment to your Orators on fuch Coherad was then due, and ought to be paid to your(^a-‘ 
tors, not fatisfied even with the exorbitant Deductions hereinbefore mentbned, and which he knew 
your Orators would be obliged to allow him on the Payment of the Refidue of fuch Money, fent a 
Mefiage to your Orators by Chitan Byfaack, one of his Banians, and one of the Defendants^hereinafter 
named, to demand of them a Prefentor Gift of S,ooo Rupees: And your Orators Timei 

much in want of Money to carry on their extenfi vie Undertakings, and fearing the Rcfentmeqcof (he faid 
Richard Barwell, in cafe of their Refufal, not only from his Power, but the Violence and Arbitrarinefsi 
of his Difpofition, and which Fears they have finre found themfelves unhappily jullified in, after a 
Meeting had between your Orators and the faid Monick and Rattenjoy on that Occafion', ‘Coofidercd 
it prudent to comply with his Demand} and not having fufficient Money by them to fend it by the 
faid Chitan Byfaack, told him, his Matter might order it to be (topped out of the Balance of the Money 
to be paid them for fuch Cloths as hereinbefore mentioned. And your Orators further (Hew unto your 
Lordihips, that your Orators, on or about the a4th'Day of the Month of November, following, toge¬ 
ther with the faid Monick and Rattenjoy, received, and were paid, the Refidue or Remainder of fuch 
Money due.to them under fuch Agreement as afisrefaid, for the Second Paymentfif-fuch Cloths, 
amounting toC> Rs.5,71,855.7. out of which your faid Orators and the faid Monick and Rattenjoy were 
obliged to paylfuch Sums of Money, and make fuch Prefents, amountin^together to 5 per Cent, as 
aforefaid, and which were paid now to the faid Richard .Harwell, in the fame* Mannei\ and for the fame 
Purpofes, as have been done to the faid Nicholas Grucberyon’ihc Payment to your Oratorsof the Find 
Advancement, as hereinbefore is mentioned, and of which the Dewan Decjiuh, whd paid the fame, 
(topped and delivered to the (aid Chitan Byfaack (the faid Banian of the faid Richard Barwell) the faid 
Sum of 8,000 Rupees, hereinbefore mentioned, for the* Ufe of his faid Matter t which faid Sum of 
C. Rs. 5,71,855. 7. being added to the faid Sum of C. Rs. 46,758. 10, doe ftiom your' Orators 
and the faid Monick and Rattenjoy, on the Balance of the latt Account as aforefaid/made together 
the Sum of C. Rs. 6,18,614. 1. 3. for which your faid Orators and the faid Monick and Rattenjoy Rood 
refponfible, and were to deliver Cloths to the faid Company to that Amount. And your Orators 
further (hew unto your Lordfhips, ‘ that previous to, or about the Time of fuch latt-mentioned Pay¬ 
ment, they and the faid Monick and Rattenjoy, had delivered unto the Warehoufe of the faid Com¬ 
pany at Dacca aforefaid, Cloths to the Amount of C. Rs. 6,09,525. 2. 9. And your Orators further 
(hew unto your Lordfhips. that the faid Richard Barwell, in the faid Month of November, quitted 
Dacca and came to Calcutta, where he continued till on or about the Firft Day of February 1774, when 
he returned again to his Chieflhip; andowhen hecaufed the Cloths delivered by your Orators, and 
approved of, as aforefaid, to be once more examined, and finding fome few which he pretended did 
not anfwer the. Sample, he direfted that the Appraifer, who was an old Man, and had faithfully 
ferved the Company for the Space of 16 Years and upwards, without the lead Cenfure on his Con- 
dufk, (hould be fcvercly fiogged, under Pretence of his not having properly difeharged his Duty, 
when at the fame Time he was coHl-;i|)U8 be had no Reafoo or Right for fo doing. And your Orators 
further (hew unto your Lqrd(bipsi that the faid Richard .Barwell, not yet fatisfied with the 
arbitrary Steps he had taken, on |hc next Day, bring the Firft of April he eaufed yeur faid 
Orators to be dragged from out of\htir UoufiSt and, together vsith- ten of their Ptears, who were 
People employed by your Oralarr in order to procure the Cloths from the Weavers, to be put into tho 
Stocks at a Time when the-Weather was tuceedingly bad, and 'the Rain very heavy, without aUovnitg 
them the leaft Article of Covering fer^ir Heads, or any Papt 'ef their Body, ^hing to raife them- 
felves from the wet Ground in wh^ah Condition they were codtinued for many Hours, and till the/did 
Richard Barwell thought proper to remove thefn info a far worft State, ifpofftble, <a's iffiudying ta exerelfi 
tbemoji cruel Alls, of Barbarity, on thtm\ your faid Orators, together with the faid Pecars, were locked 
up jn a fmall dark Dungeon, under the Charge efthe Main Guard of Sepoys' (wbofe Officer was obliged to 
obey the faid Richard Harwells Mandate) aftd where they were Stained for twa -Doys, not only without the 
common Nect/fartes of Life, but deprived oven of tbo Subf^ to^retire, when prtffild ^ Jtbe eommonCaUs of 
Nature, which naturally inereafed the Unbt^nrft of their Situation ; after ^ aspiration 0/which Tim, 
they were fonveyed by thetr Gaolers to the. Heater Sidtf Widt.there ptrntifl»d, ft!i^Jbme/bott Space tf -Tm»,/uft 
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b at /tor Mtaif and then rmandtd bitek ta their FrifoH: Not yet contented^ the /aid Richard Baf-well 
added an ad^thnal Number ef Guards t$ be placed ever your Orators, and that they Jhould be co^h '.ed in 
one ef bis evn Godewns, with ftriSt Orders to Ut no,Perfen or Perfons ivbatfoever, to go either out ef or 
into tbs /aid Godewn where your Orators mere conjiaed% eitber with Vitluals, or under any Pi etcnce Su Ori^s 
wbat/eever ; in which firiSl Confinement your faid Orators were continued for the Sptne of Sin Davs, 
without feeing any ef their Families or Relations, or being in the leojl permitted to fttr out, except at fuch 
Rinses as tbty were carried to and tortured in the Stocks, which was frequently done during fuch Imprtfon- 
mept in, the Middle of the Day, when the fcorcbing Heat of the Sun was injupportable, and noiucubfiand- 
spg which they were denied the leaf ef Covering ; and during which ^ime your faid Orators were kept with 
no other Suftenance than what was jujl fufficient tofupport Nature, and keep them alive. And your Orators 
further flie\y unto your Lordihips, that during alt and every the Times aforefaid, the faid Richard 
Barwell would never come near your Orators, nor permit them, or any or either of them, to be 
admitted to his Prefence, notwithfl;i!inding their frequent Requeft for that Purpole, that they might 
learn what Offence they had committed, or what was the Cauie of the ill Treatment they met with* 
which they were total Strangers to, till the Event took place which is hereinafter mentioned. And 
your Orators further fhew unto your Lordfhips, t\int otic Matthew D<^, another of fuch Company’s 
Servants, refident with and under the Difcdions of the faid Richard Barwell, was the Per/bn who 
appeared to be the adling Agent of the faid Richard Barwell* in the ievcral Proceedings hereinbefore^ 
mentioned, refpeAing the Imprifonment and other Punilhment of your Orators, as hereinbefore is 
for that Purpofe mentioned, and who alledged, that he had the Authority of the Paid Richard Bar- 
well for ifo doing, although he could not aifigti any other Rcafon for it, than that it was his Plea- 
fure; and who, for the Purpofea hereinbefore mentioned, compelled his own Servants, and the Peons 
of the faid Company’s Dewan under the Command of the faid Company’s jemindar, Nazim Maho¬ 
met, to be aiding and afTifting him therein, amounting together to the Number of Perfons, 
and 10 each of whom the faid Matthew Day compelled your faid Orators to pay three Anaes per Day, 
durjng the whole Space of fuch laft-mentioned Imprifonment, in the fame Manner as if fuch Peons 
and other Servants had been hired by your Orators refpeftively to do any Work or Labour for 
them, inftcad of their being illegally placed over your Orators refpeftively as Gaolers or Keepers» 
but which Demands, amounting in the Whole, at diBcrent Times, to the Sum of Rupees , 

your faid Orators were obliged to comply with, knowing that their Refufal would only bring on them 
further Punilhment, and that it would avail nothing to rcafon againlt the Hardlhip and Injuftice of 
being obliged to pay daily Wa^cs for Perfons who were employed by others, for no other Purpofe 
than keeping your Orators in Prifon. And your Orators further (hew unto your Lordihips, that it 
was about tms Time, that is to fay, fornttime in the Month of April 1774, that a certain Mono¬ 
poly of Cloth (the fame which your Orators ufed to make and provide for the faid Company, as 
hereinbefore is mentlooedl took place at Dacca, in which the faid Richard Barwell was materially 
concerned, together with moll of the faid Company’s principal Servants refident at Dacca afore- 
faid; which yqar Orators have Rcafon to rufpefl was one Caufe of the different Imprifonments of 
your faid Orato/s, as is hereinbefore mentioned, as it was both an effedual Method of preventing 
your Orators compleating thcContrafl they had entered into as aforefaid with the faid Company, as 
a Means of injuring your Orators, both in their Cbaraders and Dealings, with other Perfons i for as 
the faid Monqpolifts well know, your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy were con- 
fiderable Merchants, antkdcalt as well with the Dutch and French, as the Individuals or Black 
Merchants of the Country, for large Quantities of fuch Cloths, they well fufpefted, unlefs your Ora¬ 
tors could be in feme way or other prevented carrying on their Bufinefs, their (the faid Monopolids) 
own Scheme could not clTeflually take place. Bad and injurious as this Condufb of the faid Richard 
Barwell had been to your Orators, as well not only to your Orators Healths and the Ruin of their 
Credits and Fortunes, they foon found, to their Misfortune, that the Monopoly was not the only 
Thing in View > for your Orators, by the Imprifonment of themfclvcs and the Perars as aforefaidj 
not having been able to deliver the Whole of fuch Quantity of Cloth contrafled for by them, as 
hereinbefore-mentioned, by reafen of the unjuft Exceptions made to fuch Cloths, as hereinbefore are 
mentioned, and, by their Coniinemcnr, being deprived of the Means of procuring more, were at 
laft informed by Mr. John Shakefpear (another of the Servants belonging to, and at that Time a 
Member of the Council of Revenue, of fuch Company, refident at Dacca aforefaid, other of the De¬ 
fendants hereinafter named) and who at fuch Time was one of the Family of, or lived in the Houfe 
of the faid Richard Barwell, that as your Orators and the faid Moncck and Rattenjoy had not per- 
fermed their ContraA, their Bond became forfeited, and they nuift pay their Penalty of 50,000 
Rupees exprefliiid in it» but that in Friendjhip for your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, 
he would let ypu; Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy off with the Payment of only 40,000 
Rupees, which, with the $,000 before received by Mr, Barwell, and 2,000 more, which Ihould be 
paid to one Ramruccen, another of the Banians of the faid Richard Barwell, and who was ferviceable 
to him on fimilar Occafions with the prefent, would exaflly make up the Penalty of the Bond} or 
the faid John Sbakefpeap ufed Words to that Purport or Effcft: And your Orators not relijhing fuch 
Priendjhip, and attempting to reafon with the faid Jshn Shakefpear, net only upon the cruel Ufage they bad 
received, but the Injuftia pf bis prefent Demand, be immediately told your Oratorst unlefs the Money was 
ibreSly paid, they would be aU tied up-and feverely flogged, or ufed fVerds to that Purport or Efftil : And 
^ur Orators well knowing, from ExperKnee, that, as well the fa.d Richard Barwell as'moft ocher 
of. iiiclt Servants qf the Convpany, at.,Dacca, were flria Obfirvers of their Promifes on thefe Occafions, 

. 1 ' and 
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And hiving ftilt in their Mind the Hardfhipa thev had lately undergone, and yet fufier-ed, by their fnl-' 
prifonment, and that the fatne Hand which had ordered the one could cafily inflid the otlier, h d 
Plact whtre there ittas no Power or ControuU hit wheii tots veftod in bin^elf^ your Orators were through 
Fear, as well as the faid Moneck and Kattenjoy, obli«d to comply with and eonrent to execute a 
Bond, made payable to the faid John Sbakefpear {nnAnnixcyi was now produced to them) for fecuring 
the Payment of fuch Sum of 40,000 Rupees, and for that Purpofe to procure a Perfon to be Secu¬ 
rity for your Orators due Payment of the fame) and which, after much Difficulty, your laid Orators 
obtained, through the Friendlhip of one Achelfing, whom your Orators named for that Purpole* 
And your Orators further Ihew unto your Lordlhips, that they were now in Hopes of obtaining their 
Difcharge from their Confinement} but they were foon given to underfliand that could not be emfted, 
or would it take place, till the Whole of fuch Sum of 40^00 Rupees was actually paid t which lay 
your Orators under the Necefficy of applying to and requefting the laid Achelfing to pay your Ora¬ 
tors Parc or Proportion of fuch Sum of 40,000 Rupees, amounting to 36,224 Rupees, being Five- 
feventh Parts thereof, and to accept of your Orators Bonds, payable to him for that Sum, with In- 
tereft at the Rate of 12 per Cent, per Annum j and which* the faid Achelfing confenting to do, your 
Orators, at two diflTerenc Times, a&ually enter^ into and executed to the fiiid Achelfing, Two fe- 
veral Bonds, the one for 20,000, and the other for 16,224 Rupees, payable with fuch Intereft as^ 
aforefaid ; and not having yet been able to repay him the faid principal Sum, continue to pay 
to him foch Intereft of 12 per Cent, for the Loan of the faid 36,224 Rupees, as herein-before 
is mentioned, to the Time of filing this your Orators Bill. And your Orators further fliew 
unto your Lordlhips, that fuch Two feveral Bonds being executed as aforefaid, the faid 
Achelfing paid fuck Sum of 36,224 Rupees to one Joynarain Gofaul, the Banian of the faid John 
Shake/pear^ and one other of the Defendants hereinafter named, at the Times, and in Manner 
hereinafter mentioned i that is to fay, a Meeting being held at the Hpufe of the faid Richard Bar- 
well fot the Purpofe, the faid Achelfing, on the i4ch Day of May 1774, then paid to the faid Joynarain 
Gofaul the Sum of 20,000 Rupees in Part, and on the Firft Day of June following the Sum of 
16,224 Rupees, amounting together to 36,224 Rupees, the Whole of your Orator's Share of fuch 
Sum of 40,000 Rupees, in the faid Bond to the faid John Shakefpear mentioned: Upon which laft 
Payment being made and completed, your Orators were difchargcd from Frifon by the Order of the 
faid Richard Barwell, in a very ill State of Health, occafioned by fuch Confinement! but the faid 
Moneck and Rattenjoy not being able chemfelves to pay, or procure any Perfon to pay for them, 
their or either of their Shares or Preportione of fuch Sum «/40,000 Rupees^ were obliged to remain and 
continue in Prifon till feme 7 ime in or about the Spinning of the Month of OSober followings and now 
laft pafl % when the faid Richard Barwell, being about to fet out for Calcutta, gave Orders for their 
Releafemenc i and which was accordingly done, without the Payment of any Part of their Proportions 
of fuch Sum of 40,000 Rupees. And your Orators further Ihew unto your Lordlhips, that from the 
Time your Orators were difchargcd from their Confinement, as hereinbefore mentioned, to the faid 
Richard Barwell’s letting out for Calcutta, they were t^ten caufing Applications to him, as well as 
to the faid ocher Servants of the faid Company at Dacca aforefaid, in order to obtain a Settlement 
of their Accounts, acd to fee how the fame ftood with the faid Company, refpedling fuch Cloth 
ContraA t but notwithftamling the many exorbitant Sums of Money your Orators and the faid 
Moneck and Rattenjoy had paid, as hereinbefore mentioned, your Orators were always refufed any 
Satisfadtion whatever) and finding they could Mt nothing done at Dacca, determined to come 
down to Calcutta, and fee what R^refs they coum meet with, on an Application to the Governors 
and accordingly, on or about the 13th Day of July following, your Orators quitted Dacca privately, 
and arrived foon afterwards at Calcutta) where, to their Aftonilhment, they foon learnt that the Gover¬ 
nors who bad been formerly violently enraged againft the faid Richard Barwells for different Improprieties in 
his Conduits was now reconciled to him \ and that ever ffnee there was a Certainty of His Majefty's Ap¬ 
pointments taking place in Indias from being the moft mseterate Enemies they were new become the moft inti¬ 
mate Friends. This Account foon taught your Orators to believe they were not any nearer Juftice from 
iheir Journey to Calcutta, than they had been before at Dacca. And whilft your Orators were meditat¬ 
ing what Steps to purfue, being met togetberfor the Purpofe on the 15th Day of the Month of July 1774, 
about 10 of the Clock in the Forenoon, they were once more furrounded, and taken up by the Sonte- 
Bordars of the faid Richard Barwell, < who had privately got Intelligence of vour Orators Arrival, and 
knew your Orators had a too juft Ground of Complaint againft him, and therefore caufed your Ora¬ 
tors to be firized as afwefaid; and ^uc your Orators up for Three Days in one of his Stables, 
caufing them to be removed in tht Night*time to one of his Godowns in the back Part of bis Houfe* 
leaft your Orators Ihould, by fome Means or other, find an Opportunity of elcaping. And your 
Orators further ihew unto your Lordlhips, that fometime during this Confinement, they received a 
Meflage from the faid Richard BarweU, that your Orators muft return to Dacca, and he would cake 
your Orators Cloths, according to Mr. Grueber’a Mufters) and that, for that Purpofe, he would 
write to Mr. Law,,tM Export Wareboufekeeper at that Place, or fend fome Meflage to that Purport 
or £fie6t •, and, in conftquence, your Orators were (after fuch Confinement as aforefaid) put on 
Board a fimll then lying in the River, and provided for the Purpofe, attended by Three of the 
Peon: the faid Richard Barwell, who obliged your Orators not only to pay 26 Rupees for the 
Hire of fu^ Boat, but alfo to lay in Provifions, as well for your Oratora as for fuch Servants of 
the faid Richard Barwell, during a Paflage of 14 Days, it appearing a univtrfal Mastim with the find 
Ritdard SurwU, a/iaqyi to make your Qraters pay for being ill trtatod. And the faid Richard Barwell 
s returning 
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Mturning to'Dacca at the fatoe Time with yoar Orators, your Orators, on the next Day after their 
Arrival, were taken before him by his Peons, who had the Cuftody of your Orators; but havinp; not 
the ieaft Caufe of Compiaint againft your Orators, he thought proper to order your Orators to be 
diftharged. And your Orators further Ihew unto your Lordfhips, that the Dewan of the laid Com- 
pany, having received Directions from the faid Richard Harwell to come to a Settlement of Ac¬ 
counts with your Orators, refpeCting the Money paid them, and the Cloths delivered, as hereinbefore 
is mentioned, an Account was made up and ftated by the faid Dewan; whereby it appeared, that your 
Orators were credited only to the Amount of 6,10,050. 8. for Cloths delivered in purfuance of the 
ikid Contract} omitting the Sum of 5,749. 5. 3. for other fuch Goods delivered into the faid Com¬ 
pany's Warehoufe j and updn your Orators enquiring the Reafon of fuch Omiflion, was told by the 
kid Dewan, that the fame could not be debited to the Company, becaufe fuch lajl-mentioned Goods had 
been taken mt by ebe Gentlemen eftbe Faltory^ and appropriated to their own Ufe \ but which your Ora¬ 
tors then conc^ed, and (till infilt, cannot prejudice your Orators Rights of charging fuch Sum of 
Money to the faid Company, as the Goods tor the Amount of the fame were duly delivered, in the 
ufual and accudomed Manner, into the faid Company’s Warehoufe, to the proper OBiccr appointed 
ibr the Care thereof*, and which faid Sum-of S* 7 i 9 ‘ 5 * 3 ‘ l>cing added to the faid Sum of 6,12,050. 8. 
the Amount of the faid Gooda befbre deliveivd, made rojgethcr the Sum of 6,17,799. 15. 3. and 
the fame being deduced from the faid Sum of 6,18,614. i. 5. which your Orators had received, and 
flood indebted to tht faid Company as hereinbefore mentioned, there appeared upon the Face of 
fuch Account a Balance of 814 Rupees and 4 Annas due and owing from your Orators and the faid 
Moneck and Rattemoy, to the faid Company. But it appearing afterwards, that fomc of your Ora- 
lUtors, on the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy having delivered more than their Proportion of fuch 
Quantity of Cloth, and ibr which they had been feparately paid, to the Amount of 8,474.10. 6. your 
Orators admitted, that the fame mud; be looked upon as outftanding and due from your Orators 
and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy jointly, and therefore encreafed the Sum of Money due and 
owing from your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy to the faid Company, to the Sum of 
9,288. 14. 6. and for which yOur Orators were ready and willing to have delivered Cloths according 
to the faid Contradl or Agreement i but which the faid Richard Barwell, as a Cover or Pretext for 
his Condufl to your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, as hereinbefore mentioned, had 
given Orders not to be received j and which your Oators, on underftanding the fame, at firft flat¬ 
tered themfelves was, becauib the faid Richatd Harwell was at laft convinced of the improper and 
unjuft Treatment of your Orators, and that he now meant to make your Orators every Compen- 
fation in his Power for the Injuries done them, and therefore confmered that the faid Sum of 
36,2*4 paid him and the faid John Sbakefpear as afoltfaid, ought to be carried to the Credit of your 
Orators Account, and that then there would be a confiderable Balance in their Favour inflead of 
being againft them j and which yoUr Oratols at that Time, from their very diftrefled Situation, 
would have been very glad to have received, and have accommodated the Difference then fubfifting 
between your Orators and the faid Richard Barwelh by reafon of his Conduft to them, as is herein¬ 
before fet forth j and your Orators applied to hihi for the Porpofe % but to your Orators great Sur¬ 
prize, inftead of being willing to pay your Orators fuch Sum of 36,224, or any Part thereof, or to 
make your Orators any Satisfaflion for the ill Treatment your Orators had received from him, as 
is hereinbefore mentioned, the faid Richard Barwell now threatened totally to ruin your Orators and 
their Families, by prohibiting them from buying or felling fo much as a Tingle Piece of Cloth, either 
for the faid Company, or any other Perfoh whatfoever, (which your Orators thought cruel to the 
gresteft Degree) in cafe your Orators attempted to feek for any Redtefs againft him or the faid John 
Shakefpear, for the Recovery of the faid Sums of 36,244, forced from your Orators as aforefaid, or 
for their Impriibnments as aforefaid i and not only as your Orators and their Families had dealt 
with and provided Cloths for the Company for more than Forty Years, without any Difpute or Dif¬ 
ference whatever, till the prefent Inftance j but alfo becaufe the faid Richard Barwell appeared at 
the famcTime to be confeiousof his own improper Conduft, and knew too that your Orators had 
advanced large Sums of Moftey to the Weavers, to forward their Bufinefs, and which the Weavers 
were prevented going fbrward with, by the Gomaftahs, Sepoys, and Peons of the faid Monopolifts, 
who arc placed over the Weavers, to prevent them working for any other Perfon or Perfons than the 
ftid Society, who engroft the Whole Bufinefs of the Country, to the manifeft Injury of every Perfon 
in It but themftlves. And your Orators further fliew unto youf Lordftiips, that fince the Eftablilh- 
xnent of this Honourable Court, where your Orators were fure they would apply for and meet with 
Jitftice, your Orators have again caUfed Application to be made to the faid Richard Harwell anct 
John Shakefpelri^ jfOr the Payment of the faid Sum of 36,244 Arcot Rupees, and Interell, as your 
Orators are obliged to and adlually pay the fame, at the Rate of is per Cent, as aforefaid, togeiheh 
with the Siirh of 260 Arcot Rupees, which yOur Orators were obliged to pay for Boat Hire, Wages, 
and other lixpeoees, which ybur Orators were obliged to pay to their Gaolers and Keepers, and on 
being removed baej^ards and fbrwards, as herein is before mentioned, and which your Orators well 
hoped the ftid Rftnw Barwell and John Sbakefpear, or one of them, would have complied with, 
M in Juftice and Enjkv they ought to have done. But now fo it is, may it pleafe your Lord- 
lhip% that the ftid mSard Barwell aiid John Shakefpear, combining and confctleraiing together, 
a(^ CO and with the faid^Chfetan Byfaack and Joymarain Gofaul, and divers other Perfons at prefcnc 
uOkrtown to yoor OtatorVsVhoft Names, when difCovered, your Orators pray may be herein in- 
ftrttfd, with apt Words to charge them as Parties, how to injure and opprefs your Orators in the' 
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Premires, refufc to pay to your Orators, or any of either of them, fuch Sum of 36,214 Arcot itu.» 
pees, or any Part thereof, or of fuch Sum of 260 Rupees Arcot, fo claimed by your Orators, to be 
due to them as aforefaid ) the faid Richard Harwell and John Shahefpear fometimes pretending to a 
total Ignorance of all and every the Matters hereinbefore mentioned •, and that if there ever exifted 
any fuch, the fame were tranfafted by their Banianst without the Knowledge of them the faid Riebant 
Barwtll and John Sbakefpear, or either of them % but which is as exprefsly contradicted^ and will be. 
proved by the faid other Defendants, who have often confeSed to your Orators their having aCted» in 
all and every the '{'ranfaCtions aforefaid, by the Direftions of the faid Richard Harwell and John 
Shakefpear, or one of them, and which they fay they Ihould not otherwife have done^ Ac ocher. 
Times the faid Kichaid Harwell and John Sbakefpear admit the feveral Imprifonments of yoiur Ora-; 
tors as aforefaid, and pietend that they werejuftilied in fo doing t for that the ContraCfc entered intoc 
between the laid Nicholas Grueber and yo^r Orators, and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, never*, 
having been compleatly performed, the fame became compleatly forfeited, they had a Right ta 
compel the Payment of the Penalty contained in the Bond entered into by your faid Orators, and 
the faid Moncck and Rattenjoy, to the faid Company, for the due Performance thereof; and which 
they have accordingly, fo far as the fame has been received, credited to the faid Company in 
the Calh Books, and other Books of Accounts in which the Receipts for Money are always en¬ 
tered : Whereas your Orators charge, that at the l*iine yourOrators were compelled to pay to the faid 
Ch(tai Byfaack, for the Ufe of the faid Richard JBarwell, the faid Sum of 8000 Rupees, as herein¬ 
before mentioned, and which was the firft Commencement of any Ncgociations between your Oratora 
and the laid Richard Harwell, your Orators had delivered Cloths nearly to the full Value of the Num¬ 
ber contra£ted for, and had many more juft ready, and which would foon have been delivered, had 
it not been for the Interruptions which foon afterwards took place by the Imprifonment and Con¬ 
finement of your Orators, as hereinbefore mentioned t and which muft nccelTarily prevent your Ora¬ 
tors carrying on their BuHnefs, and conlequcntly prevent your Orators executing their Contradf, and 
appears manifcftly unjuft from the Commencement; for as the only pretended Ground of Complaint 
wast that the Cloths did net anfwer the Sample^ and were tberefere rejeSled^ and which were afterwards 
received as preper Cloths by the Order of the faid Richard Barwell\ fo it is as manifeft, that if there was a 
Hreach of Concradt on the Part of ypur Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, that the fame arofe 
folely through the improper Conduct of the Servants of the Company, and not from any Fault of your 
Orators: And befides, your Orators charge, that fuppofing your Orators had not ftridily performed their 
Contradi, but had been deficient in the Number of Pieces delivered, your Orators fubmit it to the Judg¬ 
ment of this Honourable Court, that the faid Company would not have been entitled to have been paid, 
out of the Penalty of the faid itond, more than the Damages they fuftained by the Inadequacy of tho 
Number of fuch Pieces, and for which your Orators had received Payment, and which (admitting your 
Orators were fome few Pieces deficient in Number) had it not been for the vaftDeduiftion in the Ad¬ 
vances as aforefaid, would have far exceeded the Numbers by your Orators contraAed for, and have 
left a Balance of Calh due to your Orators from the Company j as 5 per Cent, upon the whole A- 
mount of the Goods contraded for, as well as the Deduftion of 8,000 Rupees, forced from your 
Orators by the faid Richard Harwell as aforefaid, muft evidently appear to your Lordlhips to Icflen 
the Number of Weavers and other Workmen, which your Orators could then have employed. And 
your Orators further charge, that the faid Richard Harwell and John Shakefpear would not have taken 
the faid Bond for 40,000 Rupees, in the Name of, and made payable to the faid John Shakefpear, if 
they had any Intention of accounting for the fame to the Company, but which they never did, 
but divided the fame between themftives, without the Company’s ever knowing that there ever 
exifted fuch a TranfaAion ; the faid Richard Harwell permitting the faid John Shakefpear 
to have an equal Share with himfelf, for the Parc he took, and his good Management in 
the Bufinefs: All which Aftings and Pretences of the faid Richard Harwell, John Shakefpear, 
Chitan Hyiaack, and Joymarain Gofaul, their Confederates, are contrary to Equity and good Con- 
fcicncc, and tend to the manifeft Wrong, Injury, and Opprefiion of your Orators. In tender Confi- 
dcration whereof, and for as much as your Orators are remedilefs in the Premifes, without the Aid 
and Afliftance of this Honourable Court, where Matters of this Nature are properly cognisable and 
rehevable : I'o the End therefore, that the faid Richard Harwell, John Shakefpear, Chitan Byfaack, 
and Joymarain Gofaul, and their Cotifederates, when difeovered, may, upon their feveral and rcfpeAive 
corporal Oath and Oaths, full, true, perfeA and diftind Anfwer make to ail and finguiar the Matter! 
and Charges hereinbefore ftntainec'ias fully as if the fame were here again repeated, and they parti¬ 
cularly interrogated thereto, and that not only as to their direA and pofitive Knowledge and Remem¬ 
brance, but alfo as to the beft of their Information, Judgment, and Belief; and mor? ei^cially that the 
faid Richard Harwell, John Shakefpear, Chitan Byfaack, and Joymarain Gofaul, may refpcAively anfwcy. 
and fet forth, whether it has not been ufual or cuftomary for the Chief or Head Servant of the fiiid 
Company at Dacca, at fuch Time as is hereinbefore mentioned, to enter into fuch Contrafl or Cqn- 
trafts with fuch Black Merchants, for the Purebafe of fuch Quantity of White Piece Goods as are, 
hereinbefore mentioned and fet forth, or at what other Time, with whom eife, and for what other 
C^antity of fuch Goods, do the faid Company ufually contra^ and agree to purchafe; and whether,, 
in Confequence thereof, your faid Orators, and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, did not, on or about fuch. 
Time as is hereinbefore mentioned, enter into fuch Contradl; or Agreement with the faid Nicbplaa 
Grueber, by the Advice and Afiiftance of the faid Francis Law and Henry Guinand, for the provide 
ing and delivering fuch Quantity of White Piece Goods, within fuch Tiine, »nd according to, hich. 
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Samples or Muftrrs, and upon fuch Terms and Conditions, as are hereinbefore mentioned, and arejrl 
fuch Agreement exprefled; or what other Contraft was at fuch Time entered into with the faid 
cholas Grueber by your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, or by whofc Advice other wife 
was the fame made } and how much or what Quantity of Cloth did your Orators contraA for or un¬ 
dertake to deliver; and whether, under the faid Agreement, the Money to be paid your Orators was net 
•to be advanced to them under the faid Moncck and Rattenjoy, at fuch Times, and in fuch Proportions* 
as are hereinbefore for that Purpofe fet forth, or when, or at what other Times, and in what other 
Proportions; and whether your Orators were not obliged to confent, at fuch Time, to the DeduAiod 
of fuch feveral Sums of Money as are hereinbefore mentioned to be paid to the faid Nicholas Grueber; 
and other Servants of the Company, or what other Sums of Money were to be, and were adhially, paid 
them on that Occafton by your Orators and the faid Moncck and Rattenjoy ; and whether thereupon 
fuch Bond was not entered into and executed by your faid Orators, to the faid Company, for the due Per- 
^rmance of faid Contradt on their Part and Behalf, as is hereinbefore mentioned, or what other Bond 
or Writing did your faid Orators enter into, and execute, on that Occafion; and whether, after the 
Execution thereof, fuch Bond was not depoSted with the faid Nicholas Grueber, and hath been 
fincc kept either by him or his Succeflbr, the prefent Chief or Head Servant of fuch Company 
at Dacca aforefaid, and whether the fame is not now in the Cuftody of fuch prefent Chief or Head 
Servant, or kept or depofited in fome, and what, Place at Dacca aforefaid; and whether, in con- 
fcqucncc of fuch Contradt or Agreement, One-half Part of fuch Advances was not paid to your 
Orators, or fome or one of them, pundtually at the Time agreed upon by the faid Nicholas Grue¬ 
ber ; and whether there was not thereout dedudbed feveral Sums of Money, to the Amount of 4^ 
per Cent, upon the Whole of fuch Money advanced to your Orators, as Fees and Perquifues due to 
and received by the different Servants of the Company, including i per Cent, charged as cuftomarily 
paid or allowed to fuch Company out of fuch Advances; and whether the faid 1 per Cent, is ever cre¬ 
dited to fuch Company, or is not kept and fecreted by fuch Chief or Head Servant, and upon what 
Account, or by what Reafon or Right, is the fame, as well as fuch other Dedudbions as aforefaid, eveb 
retained from fuch Contradbors; and if fuch Dedudbions are not upon the Calculations hereinbefore 
mentioned, and applied to the Purpofes hereinbefore cxprelTed, how arc the fame calculated, or to 
what other Ul'es are the fame applied, or what Sums of Money were dedudbed out of fuch Advances 
made to your Orators and the faid Moncck and Rattenjoy, by the faid Nicholas Grueber; and whether, 
befides fuch Dedudbions, it is not always expedbed fuch Contradbors (hould make confiderable Prefents 
to tlic other different Servants, who receive no Advantages out of the faid hereinbefore mentioned 
Dedudbions, and to what Amount in particular; and whether your Orators were not obliged, and 
did make Prefents to fuch other Servants to the Amount of { per Cent, more upon the whole Amount 
of fuch Sum of Money advanced them and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, as aforefaid; and whe* 
ther your faid Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, did not, very fuon afterwards, and how 
loon, deliver into the faid Company's Warehoufe, One-half Part of the Number of Cloths contradbed 
by them to bodelivered ; and whether the fame did not anfwcr the Mufbers or Samples depofited as 
aforefaid by your Orators, at the Time of entering into fuch Contradb, and were not all approved and 
received by the faid Nicholas Grueber, and the other Servants of fuch Company, whofc Bufinefs it was 
CO infpedb the fome; and whether, upon the Delivery thereof, the Accounts between your Orators and 
the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy, with the faid Company, up to chat Time, were not all fettled and 
adjufted; and whether it did not thereby appear, that your Orators had in Hand a Balance due 
to the faid Company of the Sum of C. Rs. 46,758. 10. A. 3.P. in Advance for the Refidue of the 
Cloths that were to be delivered by your Orators, in purfuance of the faid Agreement, or what other 
Sum of Money were your faid Orators then indebted to the faid Company, upon the Balance of 
fuch Accounts, after the Delivery of Cloths as aforefaid; and whether, about fuch Time as is herein¬ 
before for that Purpolc mentioned, the faid Nicholas Grueber was not recalled from fuch Chieflhip of 
•Dacca, and the faid Richard Barwell appointed in his room, or at what other Time did the Appoint¬ 
ment of the fold Richard Barwell to fuch Chiefihip take place; and whether, at the Time of the faid 
Richard BarwcU’s Appointment as aforefaid, the Remainder of the Money to be paid your Orators 
and the faid Moncck and Rattenjoy, under fuch Contrafb, was not become due and payable; and whe- 
■fher, previous to the Payment of the fame, the faid Richard Barwell did r.ot fend his Banian, the faid 
Chitan Bifaack, to your Orators and the faid Moncck and Rattenjoy, to demand of them, or fome or 
.one, and which of them, a Gift or Prefent of 8,000 Rupees, or when elfe was it chat fuch Application 
was made, or.for what other Sum of Money; and whether, for the Reafons hereinbefore mentioned, 
your Orators were not obliged to comply with fuch Requelb or Demand, and did not confent to the 
Dedudbion of the fome out of the Advances then due and expeded to be made your Orators and the 
faid Moneck and Rattenjoy; as hereinbefore is mentioned ; and whether the fame was not accordingly 
afterwards deduded by the faid Chitan Bifaack, for the Ufeof the laid Richard Barwell, at the Time 
of fuch Balance or Refidue of the Purchafe Money for the faid Cloths was paid your Orators by, or 
^ the Order of the fold Richard Barwell, or at what ocher Time in particular, and by the faid Chitan 
Byfaack paid to the faid Richard Barvi^ell, or by his Diredions carried to the Credit of his Account in 
the Books kept by each of them refpedively; and whether fuch Balance or Rchdiie of fuch Purchafe 
Money was not paid your Orators on oraboutthca^ihDay of November 1773,or at what other Time; 
and whether the fame did not amount to the Sum of C. Rs. 5 » 7 *» 855 « 7 A. or to what ocher Sum of 
Money; and whether, on the Payment thereof, your fold Orators were not again compelled to pay« 
and allow to be deduced by the foid Richard Barwell, the faid feveral Sums of Money, as Fees, or 
^ Pcn^uifites to him and fuch other Perfons as are hereinbefore mentioned, as had been before allow- 



appendix, N* 57 , 

ed by yourOrarors andit^eiitid Moneck and Ratteigoyt-on the Payments th them of fiich firft Sum 
ofMoney or AdvancetAcm nifdc them by the faid Nicholas .Grueber, as hereinbefore is mentioned^ 
and whether the fame ought to fcave been donei or rather was not very unjuft, after fuch firfl;Payments 
made before by your Orators, and tlie having forced front your Orators the faid Sum of 8,000 Rupees, 
or what other Sums of Money were your Orators obliged to fubmit to, and did aftuaUy pay,on that Ocx 
eafion } and whether fuch Sum ofC. Rs. 5,71,85^ 7 A.being added to the faid Sum of 4^758. jo. 3. 
the Balance due from your Orators and the faid Mooeck and Rattenjoy, on the fettling and balancing 
fuch firfl: Account as aforefaid, did not make the Sum of C. Rs. 6,18,614. i. A. 3 P, due and owing 
from your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy no the faid Company, and to which Amount 
your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy were to deliver Goods according to their before 
depoTited Samples, or to what other Sum of Mtmey did the fame Amount, or in what other Manner 
was the fame to be accounted for by your, Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy i and whether 
on or about the Time of fuch laft-mentioned Payment, your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rat- 
•cenjoy did not caufe to be delivered into the laid Company’s Warehoufe at Dacca, and which were tlien 
duly infpected and approved. Goods to the AmouRC of the Sum of 6,09,323. a. 9. or at what other 
Time or Times in particular were the fame delivered, or to what other Sum did the fame 
amount i and whetlier fuch Goods had not been previoufly infpedted and approved, as ^n- 
fwering the Sample depolited as aforefaid with fuch Company by your Orators, and by whom, 
or whofe Duty was it to infpeft and approve the fame i and whether, on the Delivery thereof, 
your Orators and the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy did not, on the Balance of Accounts, ftand indebted 
to the faid Company in the Sum of 9,388. 14. 6. or in what other Sum of Money; and wlrethet 
your Orators were not preparing, and nearly retained, fufficient Cloths to compleat their faid Com 
craA, when the faid Richard fiarwell pretended a Didike to fuch laft delivered Goods, and had the 
fame appraifed, as hereinbefore is mentioned ; and whether the faid Richard Barwell did not, on or 
about fuch Time as k hereinbefore mentioned, quit his faid Chieflhip and come to Calcutta, and day at 
Calcutta for the Space cd* Time hereinbefore for that Purpofe mentioned *, and whether on his returning 
ngain to Dacca, in fuch Month of February 1774, he did not himfelf again examine, or particularly cauie 
«Q be examined, fuch Cloths which had before been delivered and appraifed, and afterwards as aforefaid 
received as proper ones, according to the faid Sample; and whether he did not pretend to find fome 
fow Cloths Aill remaining, which did not anfwer the MuAer; anJ vohether he did net therenpen 
the old Examiner to he ftverelj fioggedt for pretended Ren^nefs^ or why otherwife, or for what, was the 
fame done; or whether the fame was not merely done to cover and afTitl him the faid Richard Barwell 
in his further Defigns againR your faid Orators; and whether the faid Richard Bar-well did »»/, en the 
faid Day of Aprils order or caufe your OratorSt as taeU as the faid Pecars, to be put into the Stacks^ 
in very bad rainy IVeather^ without any Coverings or any S^bing to raife them from the Ground % and whf 
tber, after being detained there for fome Time, your faid Orators and fuch Ptcars were not removed, by 
the Orders of the faid Richard Barwell, or of whom elfe, from the faid Stocks, into one of bis own Godewns, 
or Outhoufes, and there detained under a Guard of Sepeys for many Days, without Vifimls, ot the 
Liberty of Jlirring out upon any Occafion whatever ; and whether when your Orators were at lajt dift barged 
from fuch Confinement, and permitted to return to their Houfes, an additional Number of Guards or Sepoys were 
not placed over each of your faid Orators, with fuch Orders or Direliions as are hereinbefore for that Pttrpoje 
mentioned ; and whether your faid Orators were not frequently during fuch Time put into the Stocks^ and 
carried backwards and forwards to Prifon and their own Houfes, at the Will and Pltafure, or purfuane 
to the DircStons, of the faid Richard Barwell \ and whether, during all and every the Times aforefaid, yotir 
Orators did not make repeated Applications to be taken before the faid Richard Harwell, to learn the Caufit 
of the ill Treatment they received ; and whether the fame was not ahvays refujed them, and why and fur 
what Rea fan was the fame refufed j and whether the faid Matthew Day was not one of the afling Agents of 
the Jaid Richard Barwell in fuch Buftnefs ; and whether the Whole of the Conduft of the faid Day, ns 
fpeAing the Imprifoning and Punilhment of your Orators, was not by the Order and Direftions of the 
faid Richard Barwell; and whether the faid Matthew Day did not, for the Purpofos aforefaid, prda 
or compel the Service of fuch Perfons as are hereinbefore>mentioned *, and whether the whole Number 
of fuch People employed in the Imprifonment and Confinement of your Orators as aforefaid, did ntx 
amount to the Number of Perfons; and whether the faid Matthew Day did not compel your Ora^ 
tors to pay Wages to all and every fuch Peons and Servants, at the Rate of three Anaes a Day ; and 
whether the Whole of fuch Money, for fuch Wa^ paid, did not amount to Rupees; and 

whether your Orators were not rmliged to comply with fuch Impofitions for the Reafons herein^ 
before mentioned •, and whether |uch AfTociation for the Piirchafe of Cloths by the faid Company*# 
Servants, was not entered into at the Time hereinbefore for that Purpofe mentioned, or at what 
other I'imc, and whether the faid Richard Barwell had not a very great intereft or Share therein; and 
whether it was not the Intereft of fuch AfTociation to injure your faid Orators in their Charaders and 
Credit, to alTift their own Undertakings; and whether your Orators were not at fuch I'ime very cotv- 
fideraUk Merchants or Dealers in fuch White Piece Goods as aforefaid; and whether your Orators, be- 
fidcs their Contrad with the faid Company, did not carry on a very confiderablc Trade in fuch (iooda, 
as well With the Dutch and French Traders in the different Parts of India, as with the native Inha¬ 
bitants of t're C ountry -, and whether fuch Imprifonment and Confinement of your Orators did not 
completely aniwer the Purpofe defigned, by deftroying both the Trade and Credit of your Orators, 
as well as injiiting them in their‘Healths and preventing their compieating their Contrad entered 
into with the Company as hereinbefore menuOned; and whether fuch Imprifoiimencs of your Ora- 
iois, atid thcir aid Pecan, was not the only or principal Reidbn.llMiy the. whole Quantiiy^offoeh 
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Cloths Wtre not delivered within the Time prefcribed by fuch Agreement* or whet elfe was the Caufe 
of fuch Failure in ]^our Orators, of not performing fuch ContraA compleatiy; and whether your 
Orators did nop receive fuch Information or Notice from the faid John Shakeipcar, of your Orators 
Bond'bekig forfeited, and for the Payment of the Penalty therein contained, as hereinbefore for 
thatPurpofe mentioned; or what other Application did the faid John Shakefpear make, or Informa> 
tion give your Orators, or any or either of them, reipe£ting fuch Bufinefs; and whether the faid John 
Shakefpear did not exprefs himfelf in the Words, or to the Purport and EfFedt hereinbefore fet 
forth, or how otherwife; and whether the faid John Shakefpear was not, at the Time of making fuch 
Application or Reprefentation to your Orators, a Refident in, and one of the Family of, the faid 
Richard Harwell; and whether he did not make the fame by the Order or Diredlions of the faid 
Richard Harwell; and if not, by whofe DireAions was the fame made; and whether, on fuch Appli> 
cation, your Orators, or fome or one and which of them, did not attempt to reafon with the laid 
John Shakefpear, upon the Impropriety and Injuftice of this Demand ; and whether thereupon the 
faid John Shakefpear did not make fuch threatening Reply as hereinbefore is mentioned and fet forth, 
or ufe Words to that Purport or Edeft; and whether your Orators, and the faid Moiieck and Ratten- 
joy were not obliged, for tne Keafons hereinbefore fet forth, to enter into and execute fuch Bond to the 
faid John Shakelpear, for the faid Sum of 40,000 Rupees, and to procure fuch Security for the Pay¬ 
ment of the fame as hereinbefore is mentioned; or what other Reafon or Inducement could your Ora¬ 
tors, or any or either of them, have for fo doing, or what other Bond did your Orators then execute, 
or to whom was the fame payable; and whether the fame was not, as aforefaid, made payable to the 
faid John Shakefpear, and not to the faid Company, and for what Reafon in particular was tlie fame 
made payable to him in preference to any other of fuch Company’s Servants, in cafe the fame was 
confidered due and payable to fuch Company; and whether fuch Bond is not now in the Cuftody or 
Power of them the faid Richard Barwcll and John Shakefpear, or one of them, and if fo, that they 
let forth the fame in the Words and Figures thereof, and if the fame is not now in their, or either of 
their Cuftody or Power, then that they may fet forth in whofe CuBody the fame now is, and when 
they, or either of them, laft faw the fame; and whether the faid Achelfing did not become fuch Se¬ 
curity for your Orators, as hereinbefore is mentioned; and whether your Orators had not Reafon 
thereupon to expcA to be fet at Liberty, and whether they were, in confequence thereof, relealed 
from fuch their Confinement, and if nor, why not, or whether, inftead thereof, they were not Bill de-' 
tained in Prifon, and told they fliould be kept there till fuch Sum of 40,000 Rupees was paid, of' 
how otherwife; and whether your faid Orators were not therefore under the Necefldty, and did not, 
in confequence thereof, apply to the faid Achelfing, to advance and lend your faid Orators the Sum 
of C. Rs. 36,934. in order to difeharge their Parts or Shares of the faid Sum of 40,000 Rupees; 
and whether the faid Achelling did not agree to advance and lend your Orators the fame, on your 
Orators entering into a certain Bond or Bonds for fecuring the Re-payment of the fame, with In- 
tereB at the Rate of Twelve per Cent, per Annum; and whether your faid Orators did not accord¬ 
ingly, on or about the 14th Day of May 1774, enter into a certain Bond or Obligation, for fecuring 
to the faid Achelfing the Sum of 20,000 Rupees, and IntereB at 12 per Cent, as aforefaid, and af¬ 
terwards, on tl|e BrB Day of June following, in another certain Bond or Obligation, for fecuring 
the Re-payment of the Sum of 16,224 Rupees, and fuch IntereB as aforefaid; and whether, on fuch 
feveral Days of the Fourteenth of May and FitB of June, or at what other Times in particular, the 
faid Achelfing did not, on the Part and Behalf of your faid Orators, pay to Joynarain Gofaul, in the 
Houfe of the faid John Shakefpear, as hereinbefore mentioned^ fuch Two feveral Sums of 20,000 
Rupees and 16,224 Rupees, for and on the Account, and in Difeharge, of their Parts or Shares 
of the faid Sum of 40,000 Rupees, due on fuch Bond made payable to the faid John Shakefpear 
aforefaid, or for what other Purpofe, or on what other Occafion, was the fame paid, or how or in 
what other Manner was the fame calculated ; and whether the faid Joynarain Gofaul was not, at the 
refpcAive Times aforefaid, the Banian of the faid John Shakefpear, in whofe Service or Employ was 
he at fuch Times refpedively; and whether the faid Joynarain Gofaul did not afterwards pay to the 
faid John Shakefpear and Richard Barwcll, or one, and which of them, i'uch Sum of 36,224 Arcot 
Rupees, or fome, and what, other conliderable Sum of Money; and whether the faid Richard 
Harwell and John Shakefpear, or either, and which of them, did at any, and what. Time or 
Times in particular, place fuch Sun; of 36,224 Rupees, or any Part thereof, to the Credit of 
the Company; and if fo, in what Book or Books was or were the Entry or Entries of the fame 
made, or how or in what Manner otherwife was the fame accounted for; or whether, rather, the 
faid Richard Barwcll and John Shakefpear did not divide the fame between themfelves, in equal 
Shares or Half Parts, or in fome other, and what other Proportion ; and what Right or Au-^ 
thority had they for fo doing -, and whether, on fuch Sum of 36,224 Rupees being paid them, 
the faid Richard Barwcll and John Shakefpear, or one of them as aforefaid, your faid Ora¬ 
tors were not, by their, or one, and which, of their Order or Diredlions, difeharged from fuch 
thejr Imprifonment; and whether the faid Moncck and Rattenjoy were difeharged from fuch 
Prifon at the fame Time with your Orators; and if nor, why not, and whether it was not 
becaufe they could not pay, or procure to lx paid, their Parcs or Shares, of the faid Sum 
of 40,000; and whether the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy ever aiterwards paid or difeharged 
their, or cither of their Parcs or SharA of fuch Sum of Money, or any Part thereof; or 
whether they the faid Moneck and Rattenjoy were not detained in Prifon till fome Time in or about 
the of October following, and then releafcd, without paying any Parc or Share of fuch Bond 

for 40,000 Rupees, fo entered by them and your Orators as aforefaid t and whether they, or 
SiBL. Com. Rep. IX. C either 





le preceding is a Statement according to the Will ind Pleafure of the Honourable Company’s Agents. Had th 



Errors excepted. 
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A Tianflation of 3 Representation given in to the Council of Dacca, by BilTnocr, Hurry Kiifen, 
Doncram Sathfondcr, and Rayjee, DclolU. 

That ever finer the Honourable Company’s Faftory and fiufinefs commenced at this Place, we 
always received Advances for the Cloth Inveftmeiu, and fupplied them accordingly. Since Mr. Har¬ 
well’s Arrival to the Charge of the Chieflhip, and in the Year 1180 (or 1773) in the Month of 
November, Advances were made to us for that Year’s inveftment j and from the faid Advances 
Cheyton Byfaack, Mr Barwell’sBanian, took from us, by Force, 8,000 Rupees, which was done by Mr. 
Barwell’s own Dircdtions. In the Month of ^arch 1774 Mr. Barwcll ordered Peons to carry us to the 
Faftory, and confined us in the Stocks j a id afterwards we were put in Confinement in a fmall Room, 
near the Faftory Gate, under the Sepoys Guard, and our Food was alfo Hopped, where we remained 
ftarving for the whole Day; and the next Day Orders were given, about Twelve in the Noon, to 
carry us near the River Side, under the Hfeort of Six Sepoys, to permit our taking fome Food; and 
after which we were again brought to the fame Confinement. Peons were fent to our Houfes 
alfo to watch. For Six Days we were confined in this Manner. Mr. Barwell’s other Banian, named 
Ramrutten'raggor,cariied us to his Lodging, and in the Name of Mr. Shakefpear, he took a Certificate 
from us for 40,000 Rupees, and afterwards gave us Liberty to go to our Houfes. Wc were obliged 
(for Fear of another Confinement and ill Ufage) to go to one Achelfing Subedar, and borrow from 
him A. R' 36,224. This Sum was received from the faid Achelfing liy Mr. Shakefpear’s Banian, 
named Joynarain Gol'aul. For the Balance of 40,000 Rupees, being 3,776 Rupees, Mr. Barwcll 
again carried one Manick, and one Hutton, Dclolls. Mr. Harwell in the Interim went to Cal¬ 
cutta. Wc left Dacca for Calcutta, to go and leek Juftice, in the Month of July. Mr. Day hear¬ 
ing we left Dacca, lent Sepoys after us. The Sepoys not overtaking us on the Way, returned. Mr. 
Barwell hearing of our Arrival in Calcutta, fent a Soontaburdar for us, and carried us to his Houle, 
and confined us. On Mr. Barwell’s leaving Calcutta, Three Peons were ordered to conduct us to 
Dacca. On our Arrival here, the Peons were difeharged. The Charges that accrued for the Se¬ 
poys that went after us, wc were obliged to pay. 

On the Arrival of the Gentlemen from Europe, having greatly fuffered, we, in the Month of De¬ 
cember, went to Calcutta, and applied to an Attorney, to reprefent the Ihjufticc and ill Ufage that 
Mr. Barwell treated us with, and complained againft him *, which Caufe is yet depending in the Su¬ 
preme Court of Judicature. 

At prefent, Sir, you demand a Penalty for the Year 1180 (or 1773)', wc have delivered Cloths, when 
wc received Advances from the Company, and for Security’s Sake we always gave a Muchalca} 
and the Balance, whatever it might be, in our Hands after the Year’s Accounts are fettled, was 
brought to our Debit; but we never paid any Penalty. This is our Reprefentacion ; and you, Sir, 
may judge of the Circumllances as you think beft. 

To Mr. Purling. 

The Anfwcr of BilTnot, &c. &c. &c. refiding in Dacca. 

Sir, 

You fay Mr. Nicholas Griiebcr, on the Part of the Company, hath lodged a Complaint againft 
us in the Dacca Adawlut, fetiing forth, that we had paid Pait of a Muchulca Debt, and that we 
refured paying the Balance. To this we anfwcr, and fay. We never paid Mr. Nicholas Griiebcr any 
filch Muchulca Money. Mr. Barwcll irnprifoned and opprefied us for the Money already taken. 
On this account we have complained in the King’s Court at Calcutta, and the Trial is now going 
on: Do your Pleafure. This is all wc have to fay. 

2 ift November 1775. 

To Mr. Purling. 

The Anfwcr of BilTnot, &c. &c. &c. Delalls, refiding in Dacca. 

Sir, 

You fay, that Mr. Nicholas Grueber, on the Part of the Company, hath complained againft us 
in the Dacca Adawlut, for Mach fica Money ; To this we have only to fay. You have repeatedly re¬ 
quired our Anfwcr on this Subjedci and wc have as often acquainted you. What concerneth us to 
reply to, wc have already written, and given in. Wc pray you to order the Adawlct Peons to be 
taken oft, as the Matter is now a trying in the Court of Calcutta, where we (hall give our Anfwer. 

8th April 1776. 


Witneffes 
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Witncfles living in or near Dacca. 


Mr. Defgranges 
Mr. Kreigle 
Mr. Francis Law 
Mr. Thomas Ligh 
Mr. Haliburton 
Mr. Henkel 
Mr. Robert Craufurd 
Mr. Robert Hunter 
Mr. John Crce 
Meffrs. Lodge and Crefp 
Mr. Evelyn 

Lieut. Arden and his Officers 
Coje Kavell 
Coje Mickel 
Mr. Dormieux 

Two or more Mogul Merchants 

Bieur Taggoor 

Narrain Dofs 

Diachurn 

Kiflenchurn 

Warehoufe Sircars and Gomaftahs 


Radachunday Gomaftahs 
Ramcang Piccar 
Achelfing 
Pendabund Podar 
Golam Nubbie 
Pitumber Seat 
Monee 
Mirza Man 

Lata Keitnarrain, and Peons 

The Deroga of the Cutchcrry, and Peons 

Two or more Weavers 

Two or more Auring Judges 

Nizee Mahomed 

GituBundabund,Mr. Day*s Zemindar, and Peons 

Mr. Matthew Day 

Mr. George Hatch 

Mr. Archibald Burnet 

Joynarain Gomaftah 

Omuchun Picar 

Garbendram Gomaftah 

Delolls, Sircars, and Gomaftah 


Witncfles living in Calcutta. 


Warren Haftings, Efquire 
Mr. Nicholas Grueber 
Mr. Grant, Secretary to the Board of 
Trade 

Mr. ICcighly, Accomptant to D* D* 

Mr. Guinand, Infpedor to D* D* 

Mr. Jofeph Cator 
Mr. Laire Oliver 


Mr. Benjamin Cunningham 

Ramrutton 

Chaiton Bifaack 

Moden Dutt 

Budicann 

Matablal 

Becarie Pallet 

Moneck Bofe. 


% 


We, the under fubfcribed Delals of Dacca, humbly requeft, that the Witneflcs living In and near 
Dacca may be examined there by Commiflion, in order to favc them the Trouble of going to Cal¬ 
cutta, apd to fave us the Expence, which, by our great Misfortunes, we are rendered unab^ to bear. 
We alfo requeft, that the Honourable Company’s Accounts, Records, and Corrcfpondcnce, con¬ 
cerning us, fince 1772, may be produced and examined. 

Dacca, 31ft May (Signed) 

J776. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, See. Members of tlie Supreme 
Council, Fort William. 


Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Upon the a8th Inftant, wc were honoured with a Copy of your kind Order, in anfwer to our Pe¬ 
tition ; We arc extremely happy to obtain our Liberty upon thefe Terms, and we rgoice at the Pro- 
fpedt of having a final Period put to our prefent Diftreflcsi for, fincc the Year 1772, wc have been 
annually opprefled, and we could not even guefs where or when our Diftrefles would terminate; for 
our Oppreflbrs never would give us any Receipts or Difeharges for the Sums they illegally obtained. 
On or about the 7th February 1773, each of as entered into a fpecial Contraft with the Honourable 
the Company’s Agents, in the Manner of the inctofed (N" i.)- after which we fiiffcred the many cruel 
Severities, and illegal Exactions, fet forth in chcinclofcd Copy of our Bill of Complaint, now dejiend- 
ing in Chancery (N* a.) In or about the Month of November 1774, our Accounts were adjufted, 
according to the Will and Pleafure of the Honourable Company’s Agents, as in the inclofed (N* 3.) 
where it appears, that wc received in Advance A. R* 6,21,271. 10. 6. wc delivered Cloths accepted 
to the Amount of A. ^* 6,19,537. 13. 6. and the aggregate Balance againft us was only A. R‘ 
1,733. 'S’ a Sum aftonilhingly little, when the Magnitude and Precarioulncfs of the Concern, and 
the enormous Exa^ions which we paid, are duly^ conlidcred. It appears alfb, that the ContraAs of 
Doneramaod Raige were over fulfllled, and accordingly they have reoeivedaBalance of A. K* 8,466.12, 
in Cafh, and in Cloth 1,545 Pieces returned to them from the Honourable Company’s Export Ware- 
houfe. In November 1775, wc were profecuted by the Honourable^ Company’i> Agents, before 
2 your 
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your Dacca Board of Revenue, for a further Sum of A. R*. i3,776> on Pretence of a Balapce of the 
fame Penalty, for which we had paid fo largely and feverely before, without even alledging any Errors in 
their Accounts. To this we gave the inclofcd Anfwer (N*4.) From this Tribunal, without Hear> 
ing or Decifion, this Suit was carried to an inferior Court, the Court of Adawlut. In anfwer to which, 
VC gave the inclofed (N* 5.) Upon the i6th April 1776 we were thrown into Jail (where we remain) 
for this Demand, by Mr. Charles Purling, during Mr. J. Shakefpear’s Tour of fiiperintending the 
Adawlut. The Decree is founded upon a fingle Evidence (a Warehoufc Servant) and that Evidence not 
.upon Oath. Why Doneram and Raige. who have over fulfilled their Engagements, and received fo 
large Balances, (hould (uffer fuch barbarous Treatment, would be altogether unaccountable, if it 
was not well known thefe T wo Men were the only Perfons of Property from whom fuch Sums could 
polTibly be obtained. Our Proircutors havh refufed a Copy of the Penalty Bond, and a Statement of 
ihe Accounts upon which this repeated ^lalm of Penalty is founded j neither have we been favoured 
with Copy of any Decree againft us. We pray, that we may be granted Copies of thefe, and of the Proceed¬ 
ings of the Adawlut againft us, and alfo proper Receipts fur the Sums illegally obtained from us. The 
Contents of the inclofed Papers we arc ready, and very defirous of proving, before any impartial Tri¬ 
bunal i but we hope Decency and Propriety will prevent Mr. Charles Purling and Mr. John Shake- 
fpcar from interfering in a Matter, wherein they have already been fo adtivcly concerned. We alfo 
offer to prove, that our Contradls were firft and moft cOcntially broke by the Agents for the Ho¬ 
nourable Company, in not advancing the full Sums ftipulated in our Contracts, and in feveral other 
material Failures on the Part of the Honourable Company. We arc convinced, that the Penalty 
Paper is defective and abfurd, and both in Law and Equity void. It will fully appear, that the ex- 
aft Sums recited in the inclofed Papers were obtained without the Decree of any legal Judge or 
Jury, without the fmalieft Semblance of Trial in any legal Court of Jufticc, and without requiring 
or hearing our Defence. We are credibly informed, and hope to make it appear, that no Part of 
the Money was ever configncd to the Honourable Company's Treafury, nor appropriated to their 
Ufe, until the 25th January i 775» after our Bill was filed in Chancery, Eight Months after this laft 
Sum of A. R’. 36,224 was received by Mr. Shakefpear, and Three Months after Mr. Richard Bar- 
well had quitted his Chieflhip of Dacca, and was dignified with t Seat in the Honourable Supreme 
Council of Fort William. In faft, we have not the fmalieft Doubt of proving, that we have been 
illegally deprived of our Liberty, as well as of our Property, by the Agents of the Honourable Com¬ 
pany } and alfo, that the Monopoly infticuted by them in 1774* has not only been deftruftive to ui, 
and to a vaft Number of valuable Subjefts, the Weavers, Spinners, and Ryotts of thefe Diftrifts, 
but alfo the ufual Influx of Specie has been thereby prevented, and it has been the principal, if not 
the Iblc Caufe of the late Drain of 20 Lacks of Rupees from this Diftrift, which, befides the great 
Lofs by outftanding Balances, muft ultimately and eflentially injure the Honourable Company, and 
confequcntly affeft the Intereft of Great Britain. The inclofed (N* 6 .) is a Lift of the Witneffes wc 
,wifhed to have examined. 

Wcarc, &c. 

(Signed) 

Dacca, 3ft May 177C. Dunneram, 

Ramjoy, 

Sham Chunder, 

Revenue Department. Hurry Sing, 

A true Copy. Biflbnaur, 


DeloII, 

Deloll, 

D’ 

D« 

D* 


(Signed) J. Baugh, Sub Secretary. 


P. S. Wc prefume it is cuftomary for the Adrainiftration to be informed regularly of all Sums 
received for Account of the Honourable Company. We requeft the Correfpondence between Mr. 
Barwell and the then Adminiftration may be produced before your Board, to fee if he advifed thofe 
Gentlemen of his having received a confiderable Sum, and of his having carried the fame to the 
Credit of the Honourable Company, in the regular Courfe of Bufinefs. by paying it into their Trea- 
fury, and giving regular Credit for the fame in the Treafury or Calh Account of the Department, in 
the Months he took it from us i which were in May and June 1774. 


A Tranflation of a Reprefcntation given in the Council of Dacca, by BeflTonaut Hurry Kiflien, 
Doc^ram Samfundcr, and Raja, Delloils. 

That, ever fmee the Honourable Company’s Faftory and Bufinefs commenced at this Place, we 
always received Advances for the Cloth Inveftment, and fupplied them accordingly. Since Mr. 
Barwell’s Arrival to the Charge of the Chieflhip, and in the Year 1180 (or 1773) in the Month of 
November, Advances were made to us for that Year's Inveftments •, and from the faid Advances 
Cheyton Byfaack, Mr. Barwell's Banyan, took from us by Force 8,000 Rupees, which was done by 
Mr. Barwell's own Direftions. In the Month of March 1774, Mr. Barwell ordered Peons to carry 
US to the Faftory, and confined us in the Stocks*, and afterwards Wf were put in Confinement in « 
ffnall Room near the Faftory Gate, under the Sepegr Guard, and our Food was alfo ftopt, where 



APPENDIX, N*57. 

we remained ftai'ving for the whole Day, and the next Day Orders were given about Twelve in the 
Noon to carry us near the River Side, under the Efcort of Six Sepoys, to permit our taking ibme 
Food t and after which we were again brought to the fame ConSnement; Peons were fent to our 
H^uTes atfo, to watch. For Six Days we were confined in this Manner. Mr. Barwell’s other Banian, 
named Ramrutton Taggore, carried us to his Lodging, and in the Name of Mr. Sh'akefpear, he 
took a Certificate from us for 40,000 Rupees, and afterwards save us Liberty to go to our 
- Houles. We were obliged (for fear of another Confinement and ill Ufagc) to go to one Ac hulling 
Subadar, and borrow from him A. R« 36,224. This Sum was received trom the faid Achulfing,’ by 
■ Mr. Shakeipear*a Banian, named Joynarrain Gofaul; and for the Balance of 40,000 Rupees, being 
3,776 R', M^. Barwell again carried and confined one Manick and Rutton, Delolls, for the above 
Balance *, and the Certificates for the 40,000 Rupees were returned to us. Mr. Barwell, in the In- 
, terim, went to Calcutta} and we left Dacca for Calcutta, to go and feek Jullice. In tlie Month of 
July, Mr. Day, hearing we left Dacca, fent Sepoys after us i the Sepoys not overtaking us on the 
Way, returned. Mr. Barwell, hearing of our Arrival in Calcutta, fent a Soontaburdar for us, and 
. carried us to his Houfe, and confined us. On Mr. Barwell’s leaving Calcutta, Three Peons were 
ordered to conduct us to Dacca. On our Arrival here, the Peons were difeharged. The Charges that 
occurred for the Sepoys that went after us, we were obliged to pay. 

On the Arrival of the Gentlemen from Europe, having greatly fufiered, we, in the Month of De¬ 
cember, went to Calcutta, and applied to an Attorney to reprefent the Injuftice and ill Ufage that 
Mr. Barwell treated us with, and complained againfi: him} which Caufe is yet depending in the Su* 
preme Court of Judicature. 

Ac prefent. Sir, you demand a Penalty from. us in Money. Whatever the Advances were for 
Cloth for the Bengal.Year 1180 (or 1773) we have delivered. When we receive Advances from 
' the Company,- for the Security’s Sake we always give a Machulka, and the Balance, whatever ic 
might be, in our Hands after the Year’s Account is fettled, was always brought to our Debit; but we 
never paid any Penalty. This is our Reprefentation.} and you. Sir, may judge of the Circumftances 
as you think beft. 


- Copy of the Lift of Delolls and -Pickars, from whom the Penalty is demanded, as deli' 


Doneram and Udachund, Dellols - 
Samfundcr — 

Royjee Mohun — * 

Hur Govind and Udachund — 
Udachund, Deloll, and Bifibnaut, Pikar 
Nurhurry, Pykar — •— 

Annund Lall Hurry Sing, Pikar — 

Budden and Nurhurry, Pikar — 
Hurry Sing, Pikar —. — 

Rutton Joy and Utton, Pykar — 
Radachurn, Pykar —- — 

Nund KilTore Ram Gungar, Pikar -- 
Mahomed Rcja and Koottoolulla, Pikar 
Lallchund Goopy, Pikar — 
Sobanny, Pikar —. — - 

joget — — 

Jutar^m and Goiuufs Sona, Pikar — 



A. R* 50,000- 

at 8 per Cent. Batta, 4,000 — — 


Dedu£f, received in Oftober 1774, Penalty from 
the Delolls, and advanced the fame at Bagot- 
pore for Cloth, — — A. R* 36,224 — — 

at 8 per Cent. Batta, 2,897 15 6 


Balance of Current R’ 14,878 — 6 


54,000 — — 


39,111 15 6 


Rev. Department. 


A true Copy. 

(Signed) R* Sumner, Secretary. 


SxL. Com. Rep. IXr 


Tranflate 




A P E N D' I X, 


Tranflate of a Contrad^ from the Bengal Language.' 

The High and Mighty Englilh Company, by Means of their Council, in the Time of Mr. Grub¬ 
ber’s Chieffliip, agreed with Doneram and Woodachurn, Delals, as per this Contradb: We Doneram 
and Woodachurn agree to deliver various Cotton Cloths, 4,950 Pieces, into the faid Company’s 
Agent’s (Sircar) as per the Aibjoined Indent, amounting to Current Rupees 1,30,700. 8. which we 
have received i this Cloth to be delivered of the Firft, Second, and Third Affortmeht and Quality, 
as per Muftcr. The Condition of this Contradt is, That in Three Months we will deliver in the Firft 
Parcel of Cloths, and in the Courfe of the Year deliver in the Whole. If, according to this Agree* 
ment, we don’t furniih the Whole of the Cloths, then the Mdney, with 12^ per Cent, lhall be forth¬ 
coming. To this Agreement we have granted this Contradk Bond, this Month of Faugon, Year 1179* 
or ;th February 1773. 

This Contradl; is drawn up in the ufual Form of Office, and although the Money is faid to be od. 
vanced, it really was not delivered until the following Periods, and then greatly deficient, even ac¬ 
cording to the Books of the Honourable Company. 

> 773 * 

February 21ft. The Honourable Company advanced to Doneram, for Poton 

Cloths, One-half of the Sum (C. R* 1,30,700. 8) .agreed upon by Con- C. R, 
tradt, February 7th, 1773 — — — — — ^5»350 4. — 

July 8th. Cafh advanced to Doneram for Poton Cloths — — 49,012 11 —• 

Total Amount of Calh really advanced for Poton Cloths, as per the Books 
of the Honourable Company — — — 1,14,361 15 — 

Deficiency in the laft Advance, and coniequent Failure of Contradb on the 
Part of the Hunourable Company — — —. 16,337 9 ““ 

The Sum ftipulajed by Contradk 1,30,700 . 8 — 


By the above Failure of Contradl on the Part of the Honourable Company, Doneram 
loft his allowed Profits of Delally and Peiary, or 6 i per Cent, upon the Deficiency 
C.R, 16,337. to. 6. — 

Doneram fupplied the Honourable Company with a Surplus Quantity of Poton 
Cloths, to the Amount of Current Rupees 5,217. 10. 6. Lofsof Intcreft, at 1 1 per 
Cent, from 7th February 1773, to 7th Deccmlwr 1774, about which Time he re¬ 
ceived the Balance of his Account according to the Adjuftment of the Honourable 
Company’s Agents, 22 Months — — — — 1,146 13 •— 


I.ofs fuftained by Doneram, by Failure of Contradl on the Part of the Honourable 
Company, and by overfulfilling his Contradl for Poton Cloths, befides the enor¬ 
mous Exadtions paid to the Honourable Company’s Agents •— — 2,167 14 — 


Dacca, 31 May 1776. 


Errors excepted. 

Signed in Bengal. 
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N. B. Tfie Charts of Liw Sait; imprifohmtae, tec. in 1775 and ^776, are not inciuded, n<^ 
Ae Prefents of 13 Pieces of MuiUn to the Honourable Company’s Agents* nor Intereft for the Sums 
iUegally obuined. 

The above Balance in mr Favour* liowever great fhd juft, 1 deem the Lofs as trivial, when com¬ 
pared to the difgraceful and cruel Severities fumred by my Brother Odachum arid mej in dur repeated 
Confinement in Jails* Godowns, iri a Sublei Upon the River in a Boat, and in Stocks, without 
any legal Trial 1 

To the Conflernatioh and Terror with which our innocent Famtliea were affllfted, when their 
dear^ Relations were treated like Felons, and their Houfes furrounded with rapacious Peons, pro^ 
hibiting all Communications atith their Fiiends, forcibly intruding into their Apartments, and 
even denying the Admi^oo of the Neceflsries of Lifo, Until their Rapacity was glutted with the 
Bribes they received * 

To the Sub which our Bepducion arid Credit received* by beirig thus treated like the worft of 
Criminals ( 

To the Injury to our A^in* rind the Deprivation of our Buftnels* by the pernicious Monopoly 
inftituted at Dacca in the Year 1774. 

I could wiih to aftc my Oppreflbrs, if ill thefe Punilhments wete infliAed upon us, and thefo 
Sums exaOed and extortra from me, becaufe dur Family had ferved the Honourable Company 
iHtthfully for Thirty Years before ? or was it becaufe 1 had lb amply overfulfilled my Contract f 

Mr. Purling, who was fuperintendirig Member of the Adawlut when the Caufe was agitated* 
being applied to, concerning the alledged Refufal of the Paper demanded by the Delols* informs 
the Bosrd, that the Delols never had demanded of him a Stttement of their Accounts, or a Copy of 
the Penalty Bond. That when the Caufe was decided, he reColleAs to have given the Deroga of the 
Adawlut Orders to deliver the Parties Copies of the Proceedings arid Decree i a Formality in the 
Courfe of Bufinefs eftablilhed bv public Order* and fcarcely eVer deviated from. In the Proceed¬ 
ings the Penalty Bond is infertea at large. 

The Board remark, that conformably to the Orders of the Hrindurable Governor General and 
Council, a compleat Copy of the Adawlut Proceedings was tranfinitted to them* in their General De<. 
partmenc, on the 15th April laft. 

Agreeably to the Orders of the Oovtillior General arid Council, fignificd tipon thri Appeal* 

Ordered, Another Copy be prepared t and alfo Extracts from the ConfulUtiohs* as far as relates to 
the Penalty of the Delols. 

The Board remark, upon the Queftion relative to the Receipt of the; Sum of 36,314 Rs that 
nothing could appear on the Proceedings* as it was a TranfaAkm ip the Commercial Department* 
which has been wholly detached and feparated evrir finte the Appointment of a Provincial Council. 

The Delols being ordered for Attendance, the following Petfons are now prefent* viri.' 

Shamfoonder* 

BifienaOt, 

Royjee, 

Hurry Sing, and 

Santofe, on Behalf of Dunheram. * 

And the Queftions conuined in the 3d Paragraph of the above Letter are propofed to thfeiil, as 
follows: 

iftQueftion. In what Suge is your Suit in Chancery with Mr. Barwell P 

Anfwer. We do not know particuhrly—^It is under Charge of our Lawyer, 
ad Queftion. Whether any Proceeding^ are now carrying on f 

Anfwer. Reply in the Afiirmative. 

3d Queftion. Whether Mr. Barwell has given in his Anfwer ? 

Anfwer. We have Advice that he has given in his Anfwer, 

4th Queftion. (Being the Purport of the Poftibript of the above Letter) You have reprri- 
fented, that a Certificate haa been taken from you* in the Name of Mr. Shakefpear, for 
40,000 Rupees, and afterwards retunmit if it is now in your PoflelBon, a Copy is required ? 

Anfwer. The Obligation was releafed upon Payment of the Money through the Hands of 
Achulfing. We are not perfeClIy informed WMC became of the Certificate. We will enquire of our 
Brethren* and give an Anfwer. 

The DeloIIs, after being informed that a compleat Copy of the Proceedings ofthe Adawlut will 
be delivered tp them on their Application to the Officers or that Court* arc difmified. 

Mr. Shakefpear begs Leave to record the following Minute t 
Mr. Shakefpear, 

As my Anfwer in Chancery, delivered in upon Oath, is lecorded upoh the Proceedings of the a 1 ft 
September, when the DeloUs firft petitioned this Board, and will of courfe come under the Obfervn- 
tion of the Honourable Governor General and Council* little remains for me to fey further up^ 

Sat. Com. Rap. IX. F 
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the The invidious Terms given to Mr. Purhng't ileeiding u(K>n the Suit dutibg ofy Tour of 

Superiotcndency, rrquires.oihprt&jila^ation. When the a(^g Commercisl Chief applied to thi» 
Board, to know what had be^ done in the Suit the Company had commenced agairift the Deloilsfoaie 
Months before, the Board recommended to the Superintendaitt, immediately to proceed with the 
Caufe. This being on thd firit of April, my Rotation waa about to. commence, i meAtioned at 
the Council Table, that as I had bem made a Party in the Suit mftituted in Chancery by the Ddolls,- 
1 could not poflibly fit in Judgment upon the Compeoy^i Suit a^inft .the DeioUa.) 1 therefore de- 
fired, if the Caufe was to be proceeded upon, that fome other Member might take Charge for the 
enfuing Month. Mr. Purling was the next in Rotation t and indeed all the Proceediii^ which bad 
been held in the Court on the Suit, were befiMe him. He of courfe aSenied toadfc tor nje ss Su- 
perintendant for the enfuing Month. This it the fimple Scate of the Fafta and a Conduft whichr 
could proceed only from Delicacy, I am aftonilhed to find imputed to De(kn. > 

(Signed) J. Shakefpear. 

1 i ^ ’ 

Mr. Purling delivers in the following lilinute^ upon the above Reprefentetion of-the Delolls* 


Mr. Purling, . \ ^ a ^4 

Confidering the Charafter in which I afted, the malicious Introduction of my Name as n Party, w 
indecent. I think inyfelf juftified in declining a Reply to it; but if my Superiors are of Opinio^ 
that any Examination is necefiary into my Condufit 1 ftiall with Pleafure fubmit to it. 

(Signed) C. Purling. • 


Agreed, Extrafi of the above Proceedings be tratifmitted to the Governor (jtneral and Council 
of Revenue. 


True ExtraAs, 


(Signed) C. Burrowei, 

Aflifiant Secretary. 


To tht Honourable Warren Mailings, Efijulre, Governor General, &c. Council 
of Revenue, Fort William. 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

In confequence of your Orders, inclofing the Memorial of the Merchants pf Dacca, we uimmon* 
ed the Perfdns who had figned it, insending fio have proceeded on die Bulioefs To-morrow 1 at tii^ 
fame Time addrclling the Commercia'l Chief, requefting he would direft the Attendance of Meflfs, 
Day and Hatch i for which Purpofe,' we concluded, he had received Orders from bis .pwn Bowd, 
agreeably to the latter Paragraph of your Letter. But the Commercial Chief having replied to‘us, 
that he has not yet received Orders to that Effea, it is therefore Out of his Power to order any of 
the Covenanted Servants under him to attend an Examination before our Board i wc arc necellitatcd 
to poftponc the Enquiry till we can be honoured with your further^Tommands. 

We are, &c., 

(Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous, 
C. Pmling, 

J. Hogarth, 

. J. Shakefpear. *’ 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. Council pf 
Revenue at Fort William. 

, Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, ^ 

On Receipt of your Ltttdr of the sMh ultimo, we informed the Commercial Chief and the Delolls 
of the Option you were leafed cO^llow, of the Caufe being re^jbeard before our Board t The Delolls 
have acquiefeed, and wefoifli^pi^Ved upon r©.bearing the Caufe» but in the mean Time, wc beg 
Leave to lay before you ExtiWk blour Proceedings, Two of the Members having exprefled feme 
Doubts relative to the intdWkfdT;*ent'Of. your Orders.'.. 

We are, with RcfpefV, i 

(Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous, 

Dacca, ■ ■ rx*'i 'j C.-Purling, • 

I2th Auguft 1775. ^ . J. Hogattb, „ . 

J. Shakefpear. 


texrRi€cT 
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B XTllAC T of the jProccec^ogi.^;^ 5th AugofE^ . 

the ftillowtng Letter from the Governor GenOret eiki Council of Revenue. 

To Mr.Charld W. dotigheoft RoOri Chihf. emi 'Ptovindel Goundt of Revehue « Daccat 

Gentlettierii' ■ ^ C 

. If .it be the Defift of both Pattieij .that ttie CfUfe of the Dacca Weavers be re-heard, we direft 
ytiti to rdheai' it^-'fcnd.ifbMI'botb-.air cfUS'Evldellt^ ^rhichtniijr miy reqvkft' fMmydur Records. ' 

Ai Mr. H^rfl^'tn hia'Letfet'’to thoBOard dTTriMli^ has cOmmunicat^'to us^ that the Gendeme& 
who fit in Judgioentin their Caulb have dectated, that, under the Gircumftanees and Jealoufies ex* 
prefied by the'Litigants, Uiey are determined to beg Permiflion, in cafe the Gaufe comes before the 
Provincid Court of Appeals, to abfent themfelves durihg the Hearing t we approve of their Motives^ 
and authorize you to diipenfe With dieir Attendance* 

‘ ‘ Wc are, &C. ' 

Fort William, ’ (Signed) Warren Haftings^ 

Ae 30th July 17 yA J* Clavering, 

Examined. -^P. Friuicis* ^ 

(Signed) J. Baugh, Sub Secretary. • * -' 


The Board observe, that, from the CircumdancCs mentioned in the above Letter, it cannot re¬ 
late to any Suit but that of the Delolls with the Honourable Company 1 and that the Word ** Weavers'* 
is merely an inaccuracy of Exprelfion^Md wrote inftead^Dekblls* : ^ ! 

Agre^, the following Letter of Notice be fent to the Delolls* 

To Doneram* Ramjoy, Sham Chunder, Murry Sing, and Biflbnaut, Delolls. .. 

The Honourable Governor'General and Csuneii having been pleafed to direO; that the Gaiife 
depending between the Honourable Company and you, about your Penalty Bond, may be re-heard 
before the Chief and Provincial CouncH) In cafii: both Pattim (hall defire it, thil isTent for your 
Information: Ac the fame Time I am dirked to advife you, that in confequCnce of the Objeftion^ 
you maket in your Letter of the akft May, to MejpTrs. Piirling and Shritefpear, thofe Gentlemen have 
declined fitting upon your Appeal* ■ > 

■ By Order of the Chief and Provinciid 

Council at Dacca, (Signed) C. Burrows, 

^th Auguft lyyS* Afliftant Secretary. 


Mr. Furling delivers in the following Minutes ' ' 

V Though .1 cannot allow the Obfervation of the X)elolU^ in their, t^eprefentation of the 31ft May, 
that 1 have been adively concerned in the Difeuflion of their Suit,” to have that Interpretation 
which it appeani to convey 1 and though my fitting upon their Appeal fs neither indecent nor im¬ 
proper t I will moil readily decline my Seat on this Occafion. But although I have propofed, upon 
Mr. Hurft's mentioning the aflfeAed i^ejudices of the Parties, not to fit in Judgment, or give a Vote 
in their. Caufe t yet 1 had no Intention of abfeoting rnyfelf during the Hearing, or precluding myfelf 
frdm the Opportunity of throwing fuch Lights,on the Courfe of the Procefs. As the Letter is 
worded, 1 muft now decline being even prefent i unlefs, as I apprehend, there is really an Inaccuracyi 
occafioned by, .the Terms of Mr. Hurft’s Letter; and the Governor General, and Council meant tp 
confine their Approbation to my not fitting on, or pafling Judgment in, the Caufe of the Deiolls. If 
the. Governor General and Council intended (o limit their Meaning to this, thefe Doubts will be 
fblved when they come under their . Notice. I cannot help, however, obferviog, that the PrecMent 
is in itfelf bad, and may be attended with pernicious Confequences.. If fuch Am aie allew^^ roi 
prevail, and a bare Infinuation is deemed a fulficieBC Plea for .excluding any Member from a Board; 
how ready will. the Means be of garbling a Council, when intcrefted Men (hall have any particular 
Point in View 1 

^th Augnft.tyydu (Signed) C* Purling. , 


Mr. Sbakefpeate begs Leave to record the following Minute. 

. (5thAuguft.) 

The fame Reafons which operated with me when I declined fitting in Judgment upoq the DeloILs 
Suit in tbe Adawiut, induced me to make the Reply to the Commercial Chief alluded tb. in the above 
Letter 1 thouj^ I certainly did not intend thereby to preclude my being prefent .while the Caufe wm 
bdriogr bueonly that 1 would not vote or alfift in. the Judgment. However, from tlie above Letter, 
... I mult 
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! muft aUb dedine even an Attendance, unleft any fubfi^nent Ordcti from the Governor General and 
Council, on tlie Doubt exprefledby Mr. Furliog in the foregoing Minute, fliould declare their Ap« 
probation to be condikd co^4mfng«At in ivaiffom «r yort uj^ the O^afion. 

^ (Signed) J.Shakelpear. 

. EXTRACtS ofthePwceefln^retf 

Read tin feUoadi^ Anfwer from the Delolls, to the Secretary*! Letter of the 5th Inibuit. . 

Your Slaves, Doneram, and Ssmlbrntdar, and R«yiee». ai^II|ii^A>h& Bc^aut, Deldls of 
lehai^SUinagur, lay their following Peticion befiare you t/AsM^ly #0 aho. Great C(^cil of .Calcutta 
we have, on the 7th of Augud* received a fetter pf the m pif Augt 4 , through Mr. Burrowes, Scm 
cmary, and underftand its Cop^ata. Vlp are very glad you. Gentlemen, l&ulddo the Bufinefa 
oocerding to the Letteri this Petition lay atyourPeet^. > , 

.(%Bed) Doneram, Deloll, 

Dated 1776, iiSg. Bengd. 'Hurry Sing, D\ 

pchAuguft, aSchShrabup* ^ Sarniundet^ D*» 

Bidbnanc^ D*. * 

Direfbed to Mr. Rous, Chief, and the Genttoaen ofihe Council. * ■ - . ^ 

True Eitrafts. ... A true Tranflate. 

(Signed) C. Burtowes, (Signed) Henry Leake, 

Afliftant Secretary. Afliftant. 

EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue CoDTultetioiui. tii^ 30th July 177S. 

Read the following Extrafk of a Letter from the Board of Trade, received from the Public De¬ 
partment. 

Extradt of a Letter from the Boaid of Trade, dated the 19th July 1776, 

We have the Honour to inclofe you Copy of a Letter ^0 ua from our Chief of Dacca, upon th« 
Subje& of the Company’s Claim on the Del(^ of tbat .PiAory t' which, in confequence of eur Letter 
of the 3d October 1775, you ordered to be heard iit the> l^iiMnoy Court of Adawlut of the Daocw 
Province t and whicn, having been there decided in Favour of the Company,, the Dclola .VwittA 
carry by Appeal to the Prefidency. We requeft you will giycrfuch furtherGrdcra in this Cafe, as the 
Nature of it (hall appear to requires ,1. • ... 

To William Alderfey, Efquirc, Prefident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade. 

Gentlemen, 

The Chief and Provincial Council having, by Letter; ad^ifetlfne. that the Deloli have entered an 
Appeal at the Prefiden^ from the Decree palTed in the Dewanny Adawlut of this Province, againft 
them, for the Balance of their Fetialcy Engagements for 1773-4, it becomes necelTary that ! lay l&ibre 
you the following Particulars. 

The Grounds upon which the Penalty was demanded, and Part Payment enforced, were, that al¬ 
though their Kiftbundee, which terminated in December 1773, exprefsly bound them to theDeliv^ 
of Pieces 50,000, yet there only appears to their Credit in the Books to that Time P* 87.748. which 
is (hort of their KiftbundeO P* 88,252, as will clearly be'(hewn by the accompanying Account. 

The Period of the Penalty Bond is One Mhnth latelr than that of^'their Ktftbundee, and by the 
Expiration thereof, it is (kid, they had brought to the Warehoule 17,088 Pieces t but from the 
Warehoufe Servants I underftand that thofe Cloths could hot be Carried to theiv Credit, becaule the 
Delols refufed to abide by the cuftomary Mode of prizing the Cloths rar«A but infifted upon tbeir'^ 
being firft waflied and dr^d» this was not compleated till the Month of April following* nor con- 
fequently does it appeal as a Delivery till carried to their Credit in that Month. 

From the then ChiePs Letter;=%hich appears upon Retold, the Calcutta Export Warehoufekeeper’a^ 
Report, which was delivefed to yetir Board, and from the low Letters into which they were alTorted,, 
it is evident that the Fabric was Mfe and bad} and 1 tair only coDclude that they were received by^ 
the then Chief merely to reduce the Balances of the Delols, which would have been enormous had 
every Piece of Cloth below the Third Letter been rejected * for no other Confideration could have 
operated to induce him to receive Allbrtments which the Company did not want, even fo low as the 
5th Letter. 

It may be faid, that the Penalty Engagements of the Delbls did not bind them lo deliver equal 
Goods to the Warehoufe Mufter, but fimply fuch a Number of Pieces within a fpecified Period t of 
courfe, that the Penalty cannot be claimed upon a Plea of the bad Quality of their Cloths, bat merely 
on the Deficiency in Point of Number which were delivend to the End of January» and iM Delols 
r underftand, ur]^ their Rights to an Exeiripikm from their Penalty, upon the Plewof not bavins had 
Advaneea to them in a regui'ar Mhhner. However; all thefe Parttcukirs^witt of col|iltt^■Aft 
3 brought 
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brought forward in the Appeal, and the Company’s Claim be eftabliQied or rt-jedled upon tlie/i; 
Grounds. 

The Decree of the Adawlut from which the Dclolls appeal, does not Involve thefe Fafts; for the 
Delolls having refufed to anfwcr the Company’s Demand in a Body, the Superintendant’s Dccifion 
goes Amply to the Faft.and no further, that they fell fliort in their Deliveries of the contracted Qiian- 
tity of 50,000 Pieces. 

I beg Leave further to remark, that the Merits of the Appeal can only be determined by the Au¬ 
thentication of the FaCls, the Proofs whereof lay on the Spot; and if at this Period, when the Cloths 
will be daily coming in, the Servants of the Warchoufe arc neceffitated to go to Calcutta to anfwer to the 
Appeal, it muft be attended with great Inconvenience and Detritnent to the Company’s Bufmefs at 
this FaAory, not to mention the great Trouble and Expence it will bring upon Individuals. I have 
heard that the Delolls have carried their Appeal to the PrcAdcncy, inftead of preferring it, through 
the regular Channel, to the Provincial Council of Revenue, to whom all Appeals lay from the Decifion 
of the Adawlut, on the Plea ofObjeftion to Two of the Members fitting in Judgment in their Caufe, 
one being a Party in the Suit they have commenced, and the other having paflfcd the Decree. Yet, 
not to afford the Delolls a Handle to throw the BuAnefs of theinvefliment into ConfuAon, which muft 
be the Cafe if the Warchoufe Servants are called away to defend the Appeal in Calcutta, I muft re¬ 
commend, that the Appeal, as is ufual, may be heard by the Provincial Council 1 and the more 
cfpecially as both thofc Gentlemen, to whom I have mentioned the Exceptions of the Delolls, have 
declared to me, that, under the Circumftances and JealouAcs exprcAcd by the Litigants, they are 
determined to beg PermiAlon, in cafe this Caufe comes before the Provincial Court of Appeals, 
to abfent thcmfclvcs during the Hearing i and as there yet remains fufficient Members to form a 
Court, I make no doubt but it would be granted. 

When you conAder, Gentlemen, the Detriment which muft unavoidably accrue to the Company 
from the Abfence of the Servants at this CriAs from their Duty, I doubt not but that you will concur 
with me in Opinion, that the Delolls have no Room for ObjcAions, as an Appeal will ftill lay to the 
Superior Court of Adawlut, in cafe they Aiould be inclined to profecute the Affair further, after the 
DeciAon of the Provincial Council. 

I am," &c. 

Dacca, (Signed) G. Hurft. 

July 5th 1776* A true Copy. 

(Signed) Cha* Grant, Secretary. 

The Delolls agreed with the Chief and Council of Dacca in 1773, to deliver 50,000 Pieces by Kift- 
bundee, to thcClofc of Poofe, or December 1774 j viz. 30,000 P' of Ready Money Cloths, and 
20,000 P* of Putton Cloths. 


ABSTRACT of the Faftory Accounts. 


Ready Money Cloths — 30,000 

Appears to their Credit before the Expiration of the Kiftbundee — — 17$ 156 

Short of their Kiftbundee in this Article — — ■12,844 

Putton Cloths. 

1 don’t And any Kiftbundee for thefe Affortments. 

The Agreement merely was to deliver between the Period of February 13th 

1773 and 31ft January 1774 —. —. — mu, 20,000 

Appears to their Credit, previous to that Period, only —. —. — 10,592 

Short in this Article — — - 9,408 

Total DeAciency appearing upon theFaAory Books — — 22,252 

They are credited, in the Month of April 1774, as follows: 

Ready Money Cloths — — 

Putton Cloths — — — — — -- **- 


Total dcAcient the ift May 1774 


7,830 

8>995 


16,825 

5.427 


The Delolls engaged to deliver 50,000 P* of various Affortments, under a Penalty of 50,000 R* 
if the Cloths iwre not delivered at a certain Period. The Goods which appear to have been brought 
into the Warchoufe was only 27,448 P’. The RcAdue not having been delivered in Time to be 
dreffed, they confequently could not go to Europe by the Shipping of that Year, which doubtlefa 
muft have been a great Difappointment and Lofs to the Company. 

Read alfo the following Letter from the Board of Trade. 

Sit.. Com. Rip. IX. G 
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To the Honourable W^arren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. and Gentlemen 
of the Council. 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

Previous to the Receipt of your Letter dated the 19th Inftant, a Copy of the Remonftrance ad- 
drclL'd to your Board from certain Fnglilh Merchants at Dacca, had been prefented to us in a Letter 
from Mr. Cree i and as it contained a direft Charge againft Mr. Hurft, the Chief of that Fa^ry, re- 
fpefting the ftamping of all Cloths indifcrtminacely, to the Detriment of private Trade, and the Con¬ 
tinuance of an injurious Monopoly, Copies both of the Rcmonftrance and Letter were tranf- 
mitted to that Gentleman. His Anfwer, which is daily expefted, may furnifli us with K^terials to 
form a Judgment how far this immediate Charge againft him is true; and if true, what Realbns he 
may have to urge in Vindication of it. We fhall then have the Honour to addrrfs you again on this 
SubjedV, and to propofe a Mode of Inveftigation by the united Endeavours of our refpeflive De¬ 
partments. In the mean Time we requeft that you will fend InIVruftions to the Provincial Chief and 
Council, to defer, for a (hort Time, entering upon the Bufinefs of this Enquiry •, in the Profecution 
of which, we beg Leave to afture you of the moft ready and'^alous Efforts on our Part. 

We ihall, as you have recommended, keep apart all Proceedings in our Department relative to 
this Matter. 

We have iffued Orders to the different Faftories and Aurungs to prepare and tranfmit to us, as 
foon as poOiblc, an. Account of outftandmg Balances, in a progrcfllve Accumulation for a Series of 
Years, as you have dclired in your Letter of the i9tb inftant. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) W. Aklerfcy, 

July 26th xyji. Rob* Palk, 

William Barton, 
Nath' Bateman, 
H. Cottrell, 

E. Stcphenftin. 


Agreed, That wc write to the Board of Trade as follows: 


To William Alderfcy, Efquire, Prefident, &c. Members of the Board of Trade, 
Fort William. 


Gentlemen, 

We requeft you will be pleafed to fend us Copies of Mr. Barwcll*s Letters, in the Year r774,‘ 
which mention the Receipt of the Money fpccUied in the Petition of Appeal from the Dacca Weavers 
to have been paid to Mr. Shakefpear; as likewife an Extract, from your Ledger and I'reafury Ac¬ 
counts, of the Entries made of thofe Sums at thofe Periods. 

We have received your Letters of the 19th and a 6th. Inftant on this Subjefl. 

Wc arc, &c. 

Fort William, 
the 30th July 1776. 


Agreed, That we write the following Letter to the Provincial Council of Dacca. 

To Mr. Cha* W" Boughtoa Rous,. Chief, &c. Provincial Council Revenue at Dacca. 


Gentlemen, 

If it be the Dcfire of both Parties, that the Caufc of the Dacca Weavers be re-heard, we direft you 
to re-hear it, and afford both aU the Evidence which, they may require front your Records. 

As Mr. Hurft, in his Letter to the Board of Trade, has communicated to us, that the Gentlemen 
who fit in Judgment in their Caufe have declared, that, under the Circumftances and Jealoufitftuir 

C '^ed by the Litigants, they are determined to beg E^rmiOion, in cafe the Caufe comes before the 
incial Court of Appeals, to abfent themfelves during the Hearing, we approve of their Motives, 
and authorize you to difpenfe with their Attendance. 

4 We are, &c. 

Fort William, ! 

the 30th July 1776. 

EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confqliaiions, the 24th September 
Letter from the.Secre^rj^ to the l^embcrs of'tht Board. 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

Mr. Barwell having requefted, that all the Papers which have been received regarding the Perition 
lltf the Dacca Delolls, and of the Mcrchann at Dacca, may be tranfmitccdNunSiyerilo the Rack^ 
7 I requeft 
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1 requeft to be honoured with your Commands, to comply with this Requelb, as they are not 


recorded. 

1 am, 

&c. 

Revenue Ofl 5 ce, 

(Signed) 

Richard Sumner, 

18th September 1776. » 

Secretary. 

Governor General, 



I have no Objeftion. 

(Signed) 

W. Haftings, 


General Covering, 

I have no Objection to the Papers being traoTmitted a Number in the Packet, although it Teems 
irregular to tranfmit Papers which have not been read and recorded, as no Opinion can be given upon 
them to the Court of Directors •, it Ihould however be mentioned in a Poilfcript, that thcTe Papers 
have not been recorded, and that they are Tent at the particular Requcft of Mr. Barwell. 

(Signed) J. Clavering. 

Mr. Francis, 

My only Obje&ionis, to the detaining the Packet for the copying fuch voluminous Papers 

(Signed) P. Francis. 

18th September 1776. 

Mr. Barwell, 

The Delolls Appeal, which has apparently introduced Matter before the Board totally foreign to 
the Merits on which it muft be decided, if palTed over without a Comment, would poffibly Tubjeft 
my Charafter’ to Mifeonftruflion. I know not how incited, or with what View, a Profccurion, 
commenced in the Supreme Court of Judicature, is with fuch Addrefs tranflated from that Court, 
before a Set of Gentlemen diftinguilhed, as a decided Majority, in a decided Oppofition to the Go¬ 
vernor General and myfelf; or upon what Principles fuch a Paper as a Bill pending in Chancery has 
been received and placed on our Records •, however, as it is introduced, I think it ncceflary to remark 
upon it, that I have anfwered to eveiy Particular of it on Oath t that my Anfwer has been filed 
about Eighteen Months, and that, during this long Period, no Attempt has been made to controvert, 
refute, or even to reply to it. 

Mr. Barwell requefts, that this Paper be a Number in the Packet, and the Subftance formed a 
Paragraph in the General Letter. 

Governor General, 

I agree to the Propofttion. (Signed) Warren Haftings. 

General Clavertng, 

The Governor General and Mr BarwelFs Opinion being once given to any Paper, conflitutes it im¬ 
mediately an Aft of Government, during the fatal Indifpofition of Colonel Monlon. The Paper now 
before me, would have been admitted by me without any Obfervation, as many others have been, 
if Mr. Barwell had refrained ufing the indecent, uncandid, and unjuft Infinuations and Refieftious, 
with which a Paragraph in his Minute is filled. I beg Leave to quote it: “ 1 know not how in- 
** cited, or with what View, a Profecutjon, commenced in the Supreme Court of Judicature, is with 

fuch Addrefs tranftated from that Court, before a Set of Gentlemen, diftinguifhed as a decided 
** Majority in a decided Oppofition to the Governor General and myfclf.” 

The Meaning of the above Paragraph, if I underftand it right, is, that Colonel Monfon, Mr. 
Francis, and myfelf, have incited the Delolls to appeal from a Profecution commenced in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, to the Governor General and Council, where the Caufe would be 
decided by Partiality and Injuftice. In order that the Court of Uireftors may judge of tlio Degiec 
of Credit which fuch unwarrantable Infinuations deferve, I will, to the beft of my Memory, ftatr: 
fuch Fafts as have come to my Knowledge in this Bufincfs to them, and leave them to draw their 
own Conclufions.*-*'A little while after our Arrival in Bengal, the Delolls, like many other People, 
believing that the new Government, aided by an Englifii Court of Judicature, had been fentto India 
to relieve them from the Oppreflions with which they had been afflifted, filed a Bill in Chancery againft 
Mr. Barwell, for forcibly taking Money from them, by Confinement and other Severities. In order 
to Ihcw that the Money had not been taken from them on account of the Company, they referred 
to Mr. Harwell’s Corrclpondence in the Months of May, June, or July 1774* as well as to the 
Entries in the Treafury and Cafti Accounts at that Period, for the Eftablilhment of the Fafts, whe¬ 
ther, as the Money in queftion had been paid by them, in one of the abovementioned Months, any 
Entries appeared to be made in the Company’s Books for the Receipt of it. While this Suit 
was pending in the Supreme Court of Judicature, the Board of Trade gave Orders for profecuting 
the Delolls in the Dewanny Court at Dacca, for the Balance of .1 Penalty Bond, for not having com- 
plcatcd their Engagements with the Company, the Sum prcvioufly received by Mr. Barwell being 
admitted to be received on account of the Company, in Part of this lame Penalty Bond. The Dc- 
lolls being called upon to give their Anfwer, objtftcd to acknowledge the Jurifdiftion of that Court, 
becaufe the Money now admitted to have been received by Mr. Barwell, on account of the C om- 
pany, formed the Ground of their Complaints, as fet forth in their Bill in Chancery : And this their 
Objeftion appeared fo reafonable to the Provincial Council of Dacca, that they hefitated to proceed 
in the Caufe, and wrote to the Governor General and Council, for their further Orders upon it. 

Not 
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Kot having now before me the Papers on which the Governor Genera! and Council dcculed; that 
the Dewannee Adawlet foould proceed in the Suit, 1 am at a Lofs to account for the Motives fdr 
giving this Order; but from what I know of the Affair at prefent, I think we adted wrong in giving 
it, as the fame Fads would be trying in two different Courts at the fame Time. Notwithilar.dmg, 
however, our Orders, the Delolls dill perfifted in not making any Defence in the Dewannee Adawicc 
at Dacca, and Mr. Purling being the foperintending Member of that Court, decreed, that the Sums 
received by Mr. Barwell of the Delolls, had been taken on account of the Penalty Bond of 50,000 
Rupees, and that the Balance to make up that Amount was Bill due from the Delolls. They were 
accordingly confined for the Sum which condituted the Difference between the Penalty Bond and thfc 
Money received by Mr. Barwell. In this Situation, they wrote to the Governor General and Council, 
to dcfire that they might appeal from Mr. Puriing’s Decree to them; to which we replied, that on 
their giving Security for the Payment of the Sum for which they were confined, their Appeal would 
be admitted. They immediately complied with this Condition (giving Security) and the Appeal was 
fent up } but it was no fooner before us, than we perceived the great Inconveniencics which muft arlfe 
by the Attendance of fomany Pcifons, whom it might be ncccflary to examine-, and monover, be¬ 
ing defirous that the Caufe (Iiould be heard in tbemoft imbiaffed Manner, on the fiillcll: Examination 
of WiinefTes on both Sides, we direded that it fhould be referred back again to Dacca, to be heard 
before the Council at large, exclufively of Mr. Purling and Mr. Shakefpear, becaufe the fit ft of thefc 
Gentlemen had been the fuperintending Member of the Court of Adawlet, as I before mentioned, 
when the Caufe was fiift heard, and l^caufc the latter is a Party in the Suit in Chancery, inftituted 
by the Delolls againft Mr. Barwell. And it was further ordered, that if either Party Ihould not be 
fatisfied with the Decree which might be givt.n at Dacca, they were at Liberty to appeal to the Go¬ 
vernor General and Council, tranfmitting every Document which had appeared in the Caufe.- I am 
an entire Stranger whether thefc Proceedings have commenced or not. 

I believe the above Statement of Fads to be exad, both in the order in which they have happened, 
andiniht Truth of them: However, as 1 wiite entirely from Memory, and without a finglc official Paper 
before me, it is not impoffible but I may have committed fome immaterial Errors; and with this 
Referve, I fubmit it to the Court of Diredors, who will have all the Materials before them, to 
determine how far they refute the Infinuations conveyed in the Paragraph of Mr. Barwell’s Minute, 
which I have quoted; and how far the Paragraph in the General Letter, wliich is to be formed from 
fuch Materials as Mr. BarwelTs Minutes, can beconfidered in any other Light than as a Qanderous 
Libel; againft which I proteft. 

(Signed) J. Clavering, 

19th September 1776. 

Mr. Francis, 

I declare, in the moft folemn Manner, that I never heard of the Complaint of the Delolls againft 
Mr. Barwell, until it appeared at the Board. Whenever I am diredly charged with inciting the 
Transfer mentioned by Mr. Barwell, I fhall confider what Anfwer it may be fit for me to make to 
fuch a Charge. In the mean Time, I objed to the Subjed of Mr. Barwcll’s Minute being formed 
into a Paragraph for the General Letter, becaufe it implies an Accufation, without naming the Of¬ 
fender ; and I am unwilling to fet my Name to fuch an Infinuation. It feems to me fufticient for 
Mr. Barwcll’s Purpofe, that the Papers fhould go a Number in the Packet. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 

Mr. Barwell, 

I would not be fuppofed to charge any one of the Members of the Majority with a Proceeding fo 
exceptionable as that furmifed by General Clavering; And 1 declare upon mytlonour, till I have 
more juft Grounds for furmifing it, I will not believe that any Man of Honour or Principle would 
defeend to fo bafe an Artifice. It is, however, moft certain, that the Papers are not Tranflations 
from the Perfian or Bengal Languages; and it is likewife certain, that no Opprelfions, if I have 
committed fuch againft any Man, or any Set of Men, can be objeded to invalidate the Company’s 
Rights; thofe are totally independent of my Adions, and muft be decided by their own Merits. It 
is true, I am at a Lofs to account for the Tranflation of a judicial Prowrfs againft me to the Tri¬ 
bunal of the Governor General and Council, upon the Principle, that the Company can have no 
Claim upon certain pofitive Engagements, becaufe the Parties are pleafed to fue me for Recoveries 
in Part made upon them, under Pretext of my Meafures being oppreflive, illegal, and unjuft. 1 
beg the General will acquit me of the Idea that he, or any other Member of the Majority, has in¬ 
cited this extraordinary Tranfadion ; I have no Reafon to conjedure it: But while Party Diftinc* 
tions have fo pointedly marked the Ads of our Councils in various Inftances, there will always be 
Villains, whofc Refentments, Paftems, and Hopes, will excite them to vilify, by every Art in their , 
Power, thofe they conceive obnoxious to the Government. 

Having faid thus much, to remove the oftenfive Idea that has been taken up, I acquiefee in Mr. 
Francis’s Propofals, for thefe Minutes to be made a Number in the Packet. 

(Signed) R, BarwelL 


"1% 
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The following are the federal Letters on the foregoing Subjeft.' 

To the Honourable Warr^ Haftings, Efquire, dbvernor General, &c. Council of Revenue* 

, Fort William. 

. Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

We have been favoured with your Commands under Date the 3d Infant, advidng of the Appeal 
entered by the Dacca Delolls againft a Decree lately palled in the Provincial Adawlet of this Divi> 
fion, for the Balance of their Penalty Bond to the Honourable Company j conformably to which we how 
Ottclole, from our Confultations pf this Day, containing the Kefult of the (^eftions you have 

beep pleafed tb propofe. A complete Copy of the Proceedings of the Provincial Court, in the fore, 
going Caufe, and of our Confultations, of di^erent Daces, as far as relates to this Point, Hkewife attend 
you. 

We,arc, &c. 

Dacca, (Signed) C. W. B. Rous, 

J lith 1776. C. Purling, 

J. Hogarth, 

J. Shakefpear. 


E X T R A C T of the Proceedings of the 24th Auguft 1775. 

Read tl»e following Letter aild Enclofure from the Commercial Chief. 

To C. W. B Rous, Efquire, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue, at Dacca. 

• 

Gentlemen, 

Enclofed is an Account of a Balance due from the Delolls for their Penalty Engagement. I have 
called upon them for the Payment thereof ■, but as they deny the Debt, I forward you the Account, 
the Council of Commerce having directed me to apply to you for the Recovery thereof, in cafe of 
their Refufal. 

Although the Delolls are not credited for the Sum of 39,121. 15. 6. in the Treafury Account, 
yet it appears, by a Transfer in the Journal, that the faid Amount was forwarded to Bauzeet Pore 
Auruiig, and their Penalty Engagement credited for the fame. 

Dacca, I am, &c. 

Auguft 23d 1775. (Signed) Nich* Grueber. 


Dacca, May 1774 : Fol. 9.' 


Delolls Penalty Engagements of 1773. 

D' to Profit and Lofs, — — — — Current Rupees 54*000 

The Amount of their Forfeiture for Breach of Contraft for laft Year, and due from the 
following Delolls and Picars, viz. 

Dunneram and Woodcchund, Delolls 
Sam funder * — Dcloll 

Royjee and Mohun — Delolls 

Hargorind and Woodachund Delolls 
Woodachund — Dcloll 

and BilTenai^c — Picar 

Nurhany — Picar 

Anundeloll — Deloll 

and Nuchuny — Picar 

Hur^Sing —- ' Picar 

Monick — Picar 

Rottenjoy and Uttam Picars 

Radachurn —• Picar 

Nundkifibre and Ramgemeze Picars 
Mahmud Rajah and Coteboolah Picars 
Loll Chund and Pencoo Picars 
Sobsnny — Picar 

Jugguc — — Picar 

Leuram and Gonyfani — Picars 

Arcot Rupees 50,000 
^Stta at 8 perCent. 4*000 

Current Rupees 54»ooo 

ft 
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Dacca, October 1774.: Fol. 2$. 

* ■ . ' « 

Badgetpore AurungD'to Dclolls Penalty Engagements of 1773 — Current Rupees 39,121 15 6 

Received from the DeloUs account their Penalty, and remitted to that 

Aurung for the Provifion of Cloths — — A* Rupees 36,224— 

Batta, 8 per Cent. 2,897 15 6 

Current Rupees-39»**t *5 <5 


Agreed we reply as follows: 

To Nicholas Grueber, Efquirc, Commercial Chief at Dacca. 

Sir, 

We have received your Favour of the 23d, and have direfled our Naib Dewan to call on the Delolls 
and Picars for the Payment of the Balance. However, as we apprehend, from your Letter, that they 
will djfpuie the Demand, we requeft you will fend the ncreflary Vouchers, accompanied by fuch Per- 
fons as may be qualified to explain them and eftablifh the Claim. 

At the fame Time we beg Leave to mention, that cur Dewan informs us that no Perfon has attended 
on the Part of the Faftory to enable him to examine the Accounts of the Delolls you formerly referred 
to us. 

Dacca, We are, Sir, &c. 

Auguft 24th 1776. (Signed) C W. B. Rous, &c. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the 28th Auguft 1775. 

Read the follow ing Letter and Enclofurc from the Commercial Chief. 

To C. W. B. Rous, Efquirc, Chief, 8cc. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca: 
Gentlemen, 

riuve received your Letters, dated the 21ft and 24th Inftant. If you will be pleafed to fix a Time 
for the Examination of the Accounts of the Delolls Balances firft referred to you, I will give Orders 
to my Naib Dewan to attend. 

Enclofcd is Copy of the Penalty Engagement upon which I imagine my Predcceflbr founded the 
Claim. 

Dacca, I am, Gentlemen, &c. 

Auguft 28th 1775. (Sigped) Nich* Grueber. 

•' Wethc undermentioned Delolls and Picars, do hereby agree with Nicholas Grueber, Efquirc, Chief 
and Council of Dacca, to fupply the Honourable Company with Fifty thoufand Pieces of Dacca Cloths, 
the cnfuing Year, commencing the firft Day of February 1773, and ending the 31ft Day of January 
i774i and in Default thereof wc do hereby bind Qiirfclves in the penal Sum of Fifty thoufand Arcot 
Rupees. In Witncfs whereof we have hereunto fet our Hands and Seals in Dacca afbrefaid, the 13th 
of February. 

(A true Copy.) 

Names of the feveral Perfons who have ligiied the 4 bove>wntten Agreement. 

Dunneram Nunkiftbre- 

Samfundcr Ramgunga 

Hurry Sing Mahmud Reza 

Nuchurty Cutaboolah 

Moniclc 1 Loll Chund 

Ruttonjoy anti Uttam Peemoo Mutard. 

Bacoo and Radachund 

The Chief is requefted to fix wit’^ Mr. Grueber, a proper Time for the Examination of the Accounts. 


EXTRACT of the R’occedirtg*, the *ift September 

Read thefotfowing Anfwer from the Delolls to the Claim preferred againft theinby the Commer- 
cial Chief. ' ‘ ■ 

The 


s 
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The ARZKE of Blfshen Naut, HurkiiTen, Dunera^SAhtfunder, and Royjce, DeloUs of Dacca. 

Since the KftabliUiiTient of jjthc Company’s Fadlory^t Dacca, Advances were made to us for Cloths,' 
and we tranfacT:ed theBufinefs of the Inveftinent. In the Year 1180, Mr. Barwell arrived at Dacca, 
Chief*, and in the Month of Augliun, fent for and made Advances to us for the Company ; out of 
which Money he forcibly took, through the Means of Chytum Byfaack, his Dewan, the Sum of 8,000 
Cootee Chcllim, A' R‘. After thi'., in the Month of Chait, of the above Year, the aforefaid 
Gentleman Rationed Peons over us, fent for us to the Faftory, and without Caufc confined us in the 
Stocks. After releafing us from the Stocks, he put us in the Guard, under Charge of Sepoys, and 
would not permit us to have any Viftuals. Two or three Days after, about Mid-day, he ordered us to 
havefome Viftuals i on which 6 Sepoys conduced us to the River Sidej and having let^jas eat, again 
confined us in the Guard. Peons were fent to our Houles, and Rationed at the Front and Back Doors 
of them. In this Manner we were kept confined in the Sepoy Guard for the Space of 6 Days. After 
this, Ramrutton Tagore, the ChiePs Banyan, fent for us to his own Houfe, took a Teep or Bond from 
us in the Name of Mr. Shakefpear, and rcleafed us from Confinement. Thus become hclplefs, we 
borrowed from Achelfing Subbadar 36,224 Cootee Chellim A. R* and gave Zomarain Gofaul, Mr. . 
Shakefpear’s Banyan, an Order for the fame. Gofaul aforefaid received the Money. Monick and 
Ruttunjoy Delolls were confined for R* 3,776, the Balance of the 40,000 R' and the Teep for 
40,000 R* was delivered up. After this Mr. Barwell went to Calcutta, and we in the Month 
of Saurin, of the above Year, fet off for the fame Place, to complain of this Oppreffion. On 
Intelligence of this, Mr. Day fent Sepoys to bring us back, but they ^d not overtake us on 
the Road, and we arrived at Calcutta; on News of this, Mr. BarwelY leht a Sutabundar, called 
us and confined us at his own Houfe. After this, on his returning to Dacca he ftationed 3 
Peons over us, and brought us with him. On his Arrival there the Peons were taken off, and the 
Charge of fending Sepoys to bring us back exaded from us. After this, hearing th.it Gentle¬ 
men from Europe were arrived at Calcutta, we went in the Month of Poos to CaUutt.i, gave a Pe¬ 
tition into the Hands of an European Attorney, and complained to the Court of Jufticc. I’o this Day 
the Matter is unfcttled. Now the Gentlemen demand a Penalty from us; we have delivered what 
Cloth we received Advances for in the Year 1180. The Gentlemen in iKl Courfe of Bufinefs took 
yearly a Mochulka or Agreement from us; and mead* there turned out any Balance, th.it and the old 
one were exafted with Lenity, but we never paid the Penalty ipecified on the Mochulka. You, Sir, 
arc MaRer, order as you pleal'e. 



Upon this Subjedt Mr. Shakefpear delivers in the following Minute. 

Mr. Shakefpear’s Minute. 

As the Delolls, in their Reply now before the Board, have thrown out an Accufation againR me, 
I think it incumbent on me to clear myfelf from the Charge, by recording upon the Proceedings, 
Copy of the InRriidtions I have given my Attorney for drawing out my Anl'wcr, to be delivered upon 
Oath, to the Suit they have inRituted in the Supreme Court of Judicature, in which I am made a 
Party: And 1 hope this will cffedtually clear me of any intcrcRed or improper Conduft in the Af¬ 
fair ; the more fo, as wc find the very Sum they fue for has been duly carried to the Honourable 
Company’s Credit. 

“ 1 never ufed cither Force or Threats to the DeloUs. One Achulfing applied to me In Behalf of 
** the Delolls, fetting forth, That they had loR their Bread by being deprived of the Company’s Bufi- 
nefs: That Mr. Barwell now demanded of them a Penalty of 50,000 R’ upon their Engagc- 
” ments with the Company, and defired I would intercede for them with Mr. Barwell. I at firft 
“ refufed any Interference, celling him, it was wholly out of my Province, being a commercial 
** Matter. But Achulfing being extremely felicitous for me to fee them, and hear what they had to 
•* fay, at his prelTing InRance 1 permitted him to introduce them to me; he accordingly brought 
** the Delolls to my Apartments. 'I'hey immediately fet out with telling me of Mr. Harwell’s De- 
“ mand; that they could not, nor would not, pay the Penalty to the Company for Breach of their 
** Engagements; that they never had paid fuch Penalty; that if Mr. Barwell would rcleafe them, 
“ and give up theic Penalty Bond, they would make him a Compliment of 20,000 R’, and me of 
“ 5,000 R’ for my own Ufe; the latter I pofitively declined; but told them I would reprefent to 
“ Mr. Barwell what they had fet forth. I did fo; but Mr. Barwell rejefted their Propofals; and told 
“ me to inform them,, that he never would aflent to their being en>ployed; but they fhould pay 
“ the Penalty to the Company. This was communicated to them through Achulfing. They, fome 
“ Days after, renewed their Application through the fame Channel; and, increafing in their Offer, 
** agreed to pay to Mr. Barwell 40,000 R‘, but Rill as a Prclent to him j for they faid, fliould the Com- 
“ pany ever employ them'again.it would be a hurtful Precedent, fliould the Money be paid as a Penalty. 
** Sir. Barwell then direfted me to fecure as much Money as they were willing to pay; and I di- 
" refted my Banyan, Joynarain Gofaul, to the fame Effedl. He accordingly received from them, at 
“ pne Timc'aOwpOo, and at another, 16,224 R’; I cannot afeertain the exaft Days, as I was merely 
.'V:' ' “ the 
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** the Channel of Receipt, and my Banyan loyoaratn Gofaul paid the whole Amount of 36,224 R' 
“ to Mr. Barwcll. p 

“ I never made any Terms for Mr. Barwcll, Ramruttcn, and myfcif,’ as fet forth. I never told 
“ them they would be tied up, and feverally flogged •, this did not come within my Orders from' 
** Mr. Harwell. I told them^ that Mr. Barwcll would not releafe them till they had complied with 

the Demands. 

“ No Application was made to me for Re-payment of the Money j I did not apply to them*, the 
“ Application proceeded from them to me through Achulfing. 

“ I never received any Share, Benefit, or Emdument from the Money, nor ever intended to re* 
** oeive any. 

“ (Signed) J. S.” 

As it appears from the Papers above recorded, that the Matter in Difpute has for fome Time been 
tinder Litigation in the Supreme Court of Judicature *, the Iflbc of which muft determine how far 
the Delolls have incurred the Penalty of their Engagements with the Honourable Company j it is 
the Opinion of the Board, that the Claim now made for the Remainder of the Penalty Ihould, for 
the prclent, continue in Sufpence j and that we Ihould inform Mr. Grueber accordingly. 

Agreed, we write him the following Letter ** 

To Nicholas Grueber, Efquire, Commercial Chief at Dacca. • 

Sir, 

Having called upon the Delolls for the Remainder of their Penalty Bond, agreeably to your Letter 
of the 2 8ih uli*, they allcdge, in Reply, that they have fome Time fince inllituted a Suit in the Su« 
preme Court of Judicature, for the Recovery of the Amount, which appears by thf Extradt Tent us 
from the Eadtory Journal, of Current Riipee4<J9,t2i. 15. 6. to have been carried to their Credit*, 
and as the Ifliic of the Proccl's in the Suit there depending, muft determine how far they have in¬ 
curred the Penalty of their Obligation to the Honourable Company, we are of Opinion that we 
fliould, for the prefent, fuJ'pend any further Proceedings upon the Claim for the Remainder. 

We are, &c. 

Dacca, (Signed) C. W. B. Rous, Sec, Sec. 

Sipr. aift 1775. 

Ordered, The Secretafy tranfmii Mr. Barwell, for his Information, a Copy of the Anfwer given in 
by the Delolls. 


EXTR ACT of the Proceedings of the 25th September 177^. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Grueber, the Commercial Chief. 

To C. W. B. Rous, Efquire, Chief, &c. ProvinciaPCooncil of Revenue at Dacca. 

Gentlemen, 

I fend you the original Agreement with the Delolls, in cafe you (hould require it, to enforce the 
Payment of the Balance laid to be due on that Account. 

lam. Gentlemen, &c. 

Dacca, (Signed.) Nich* Grueber. 

Sept. 25th 1775. 

Upon comparing with the Original* enclofed in tbii above Letter, the Copy of the Engagements 
entered into with the Delolls, recorded upon our Proceedings of tlie 28th Auguft, it is found ex- 
adlly to correfpond, as far as can be afeertained from it, in its. prefent mutilated State, having been 
confiderably damaged by the white Ants. The Obligation is drawii up in the Englifli, Perfian, and 
Bengal Languages •, and at the Bdttoni, underneath me;.l^ngaI,Part, the Board obferve the following 
"Words ro have been written. ' ' 

“ A Memorandum, Two Paymjents,** 

Agreed, it be returned to Mr. Grueber, with the following Addrefs; - 


Sir, 


To Nicholas Grueber, Elquir^ Comineltia} Chief at Dacca. 


"We have received your Favour of this Day, enilofing the 'Engagements entered into by the De¬ 
lolls, and have compared it with the Englifh Copy you before trahfmitted to us, which.we find tf''eor^ 
fpond with the Original. As we think Ir will remain with moft Propriety in the Hands of ihe Chief 
of the Faiftory, we now return it you encloied. 

We are, 6fc. 

Dacca, (Signed) C. W. B. Rous, &c. 

Sept. a5th 1775- v _ 

.^XTRACT 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings i>f the 9th Oftober 1775. 
following Letter from the Hohourable Covernoi' General and Council, in their Public 

Departn^nt. 

To C. W. B. Rous, Efquire, Chief, &c. Council at Dacca. 

Gentlemeok 

The Boa^ of Trade have impaited to us your Reply to their Chief at Dacca, on his applying to 
you for Affiftance in the Recovery of a Penalty from the Delolls at that Place, which became for¬ 
feited on the Non-performance of the Engagements they had entered into with the Company in 1773. 
As it is our Opinion that thefe People-afe amenable only to the Jurifdidtion of the Dewanny Court 
of Adawlet, we direA that you immediately caufe the Claim to be received and tried in that Court; 
and if any Thing (hall appear to be legally due from the Delolls, you will enforce the Decree of the 
Court, as Juftice and the Cuftom of tte.Place fhall authorize, and tranfmit us their Proceedings as 
foon as doled. ' ’ 

We are, &c. 

Fort Wiljiam, , (Signed) Warren Haftings, &c. 

Oft. 5th 1775. ’*■ ^ 

Agreed, wsftc^ the'follbwiiig Letter to the Commercial Chief. 

To Nicholas Grueber,, Efquire, Commercial Chief at Daccd. 

* ’ 

The, HobouraUelSovftitor General and Council having tifk>n art Application from the Board of 
Trade, been pleamtadireft the Claim preferred tout byyouk for the Penalty of the Engagement 
fubfifting between the Company and the Delolls, lhall be' received and tried in the Dewanny Court 
of Adawlet i we requeft you Will appoint a proper Agent to ertter the Suit» and attend the Court for 
profecuting the fame. 

Dacca, We arc, Sif, &c. 

Oftober 9th 1775. (Signed) C. W. B. Rbus, &c. 

Agreed, we reply as follows t 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor GenCfal, &c. Council, Fort Willlani, 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

We have received your Commands of the 5th loftantt and have applied to the Commercial Chief, 
to enter his Suit againft the Delolls, in thd Court of Dewanny Adawlet. 

Dacca, We are, &c. 

Oftober 9th 177^1 ^ (Signed) C. W. B. Rous, See. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the 16th Oftober 1775^ 

Read the following Letter from the Commercial Chief. 

To C. W. B. Rous, Eftjuire, Chief, &c.Provincial Council of Rfcvcrtue at Dacca. 


ueniiemcni - . 

I have received jrdur Letter of the 9th Inftant, and now fend the Dewan to enter the Suit, and 
attend the Court, in the Profecution againft the Delolls for their Penalty Engagements. 

I ant. Gentlemen, Stc. 

(Signed) Nich* Grueber. 

Ordered it be itfcrred to the Superiqtendant of the Adawlet. 


ext jR ACT the ProfceWinga |dthOftober 1775. 

The Super^iib(|4nt^iAforms the Board, that, notwithftandihg he has had Orders thefe Fourteen 
Pay*t to procMob^^l^ Suitof the Iloliourable Company againft the Delolls of Dacca, no one 
has yet appeared at ^ Adawlet ort the Part of the Honourable Company, to enter the Complaint 
againft the Delolls., . ^ ^ ^ 

Agreed, we write the Gomttiercial Chief as follows: 


^u. coM-'iS-la- 


T# 
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To Nicholas Grueber, Eiquire, Commercial Chief at Dacca. 

Sir. . 

As the Superintendent dt tne A'dawlet has reported to the Board, that no f^erfon has yet appeared 
at the Adawler, on tha Part of the Company* to eater theComphnine aga'vnft the.Delf^r and he lias 
therefore not been able to proceed upon the Honourable Company’s Claim; we requeft you. wiU de> 
pute a proper Perfon to attend, whilft the Court is fitting, at fuch Days as the Superintendant may 
appoint. . . , 

Dacca, We are. Sir, &c» r 

Oftober 30th 1775. . . (Si»>cd) C. W. B, Rou(, drc. 


EXTRACT of the Proceodingi, ad-,November »775.‘ 

Read the following Letter from the Conwrcial Chief. 

To C. W. B. Kous, Efqulre, Chief, dec. Provincial Council of Kevenue at Dacca. 

Gentlemen, 

1 am now favoured with your Letter of the 30th ult*. The Profecutor and.Evidetcesattended the 
Superintendant laft Saturday, Yefterday, and are gone To.day. 

Dacca, I am^ -G^tlemeo, &c. 

November ift 1775. (Signed) Nich' Grueber. 

The Superintendant begs Leave to inform the Board, that Yefterday he afked Dyachund, the 
Company’s Dawon at the Adawlet, whether he' had any Orders from the Commercial Chief, to cn> 
ter a Complaint againft; the Delells )• when Dyachund told him» he had no fiich Dire^onr.' 

Agreed, we write Mr. Grueber as fidjows: 

To Nicholaa Grueber, Efqutre, Commercial Chief at Dacca. 

Sir» 

We have received your Letter of the ift Inftant t and beg Leave to inform you, that your Dewan 
at the Cutcherry, Yefterday, told the Superintendant of the Adawlcc, that, be had no Orders ftom 
you to enter a Suit againft the Delolls i we therefore apprize you, that the Caufe cannot be agitated, 
unlefs you give him. OUvflknts to thii 

Dacca, We are. Sir, &c. 

November ad 1775. ^Signed) C. W. B. Rous, &c. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings the ift April 1776. 

Read the following Letter from the afling Commercial Chief. 

To.C* W, B. Rousv Efquire, Chief, aiid PrdvincnirCbulicil at Dacca. 

Gentlemen, - s , . , . 

As I perceive the Suit in Behalf of the Company againft the Delolls, for the Amount remaining 
undifeharged of their Penalty Bond, is iVill depending in tbe.C0tfrc.9f Adawlc^,,I requeji; m be in¬ 
formed, what has been done In this Caufe j and beg that Meafurds may be taken to bring it to a 
Decifion as Toon as poflible. 

i.aib^-G^emen, 

,,, ^jiiTJ»?.,Legh, 

March ^pth ^ Afting Chief. 

Agreed, we reply as follows: 

To Thomstt Legh, Efquife, Afting Chidf at Dacca. 


Sir, 

We have received your Favour pf the 30th ult*, and have 
will bring the Company's Caufe, againft the Detdul, to k 
Dacca, 

April ift 1775. > 


\f Cbnclafion. 


lerintendant of Adawlet 


'C."V^/lf;'R6iisr, &t.-' 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings, the 15th April 1776. 
Read the following Petition of Bisftiennaut, &c. Delolls of Dacca^ ' ' ' ^ 
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Tfie A R Z E fi Biilhefinaut* Rojrjee, Horry KiOfcil} Dtonfoeram* and SbaMfiindari Etlolls of Dacca. 

Mr. Nicholas Grueber, in the Month of Rautick* complained igainft your Peritboers in the Cut- 
diftry, for Money oh account of a PenAl Bond, and Rationed Peons over us i to which we wrote 
our Ai^er. In the Month, of Aughuo< before the above Time, the Council put us under the Charge 
of Peons, on Account of a Penal Bond to the Company} n^n we wrote, and gave in our An- 
fWer} notwithftaoding which the Peona were not removed, and we are fbfiering unjuftly: We there- 
fbeofMy, chac’ the Peons may be tdccn off, and that for the above Matter the Complaint may be 
unde kgaii^ut at Calcutta, when we will anfwer to io 
rHurrykiflen. 

1 Royjee, 

(Signed) { Birshennaut, 

I Shamfunder, 
tDhuoneram, 

A 

• (Signed) William Cator, 

Perfian Tranflator. 

The Supermcendant reports, That a Decree is paflhd, and delivers in a Copy of the Proceedings*' 

E X T R A C T of the Proceedings of the Provincial Sudder Dewannee Adawlet, at Dacca, 
November 4th 1775. 

Mr. Grueber. on the Part of the Honour-? fDunniaram, Oodichund, Ac. Delolia and Pi- 
able Company at Daeca^ 5 ” \ kars at Dacca. 

Complaint by Diachund, Dewan of the FaAory, 

That the Dclolls entered into an Enganemenc with the Honourable Compai))r, for Arcot Rupees 
50,000, or C. R‘. 54,000, that they would deliver the Whole of their Cloths in a certain Time 1 
but failing in the Engagements, they have paid Curr*. Rup*. 3 g%tzi. i 5 > 6 > and refiife to pay the Rc' 
mainder C. R*. 14,878. 0. 6 . 

Ordered that they be fommoned. 


Dclolls. 

true Tranflation. 


November the 15th 1775. 

Anfwer. That the Defendants acknowledge having given the Mochulka for 50,000 Rupees % 
that they have given one every Year j but it never was exadled from them. 

Rejoinder by> Plaintiff, That in Mr. Barweli’s Time, C. R*. 39,121. 15. 6. was colleded, and he 
demands the Balance. I'he Defendants declare, that this Suit is before the Supreme Court in Cal¬ 
cutta, where they have complained. 

November-aift 1775. 

The Dewan of the FaAory, biachund, attending, the Defendants being afked. If the HonouAble 
Company had complained againft them in the Supreme Court, for their Failure in the Obligation 
given for 50,000 Rupees i they anfwer. No *, that the Company have not profecuted them on any 
Account. 

The Plaintiff producing the Penalty Bond in EngUlh, Perfian, and Bengalefe, it appears to be as 
follows, according to the Perfian, Bengalefe and Englilh being much denced: ** We Dunniaram, 
Oadichurn, Nurhurry, Samfunder, Royjee Mohun, Hurry Sing, Hurgovind, O^ichurn, Bifib- 
naut, &c. Delolls and Pykars in Nowab^re and Iflampore, &c. have to deliver to the Honourable 
Company 50,000 Pieces of Cloth, acceding to Paruculara below mentioned: We therefore agree, 
that from the Month of February 1773, to the End of January 1774, we deliver the Whole of the 
Cloths to the Company j in Default of which, wc will pay to the Company 50,000 R*. The 
Eoglifli Date whereof is 13th February 1773. 

>. Particulars advanced for 20,000 Pieces ready Money Cloths — «— go,000 Rupees. 

The Dewan being aiked. What ready Money Cloths mean ? 

Anfwer. That Advances are made alfo for them. 

The Delolls being aiked. Whether they delivered 50,000 Pieces of Cloths, according to the Terms 
of their Enga^ments with the Company ? declare. They will not anfwer this Qpeftion in a Body. 

The Plaintiff names the following Evidences to prove that the Defendants failed in their 
Penalty Bond, KilTen Chund Sewarree and Mahattal Sing, and declares the Company's Accounts 
will (hew, that the Cloths are not delivered in full to this Day. 

Ordered, that they be fummonedj 

November aad i775* 

The Dewan of the Fa^ry, Diachund, attending on the Part of the Plaintiff, 

The Delolls delivered in a Paper to the following Elfirft: 

Mr. Nicholas Grueber, on the Part of the Company, haa complained in the Adawlet of Jebun- 
gutrnagur, that we have paid Part of the Penalty Itond, and refufed to pay the reft. We never paid 
any Part to Mfi. Grueber. Mr. Barwell confining and difgractng us, cook fume Money from us, for 

X which 
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which wre are now eomt>lauiihg in the Calcutta CoutC« andtit.i«‘i^ll inDlfpOte V Atid-ihef fvnlei* 
reprefent, that there are many Deloils* who have delivered more than they have received Advances 
for» and many who have deliver^ lefs. ^ i ' ', ' . }* - 

The Dcwan, Diachund, isaiked, Whether he h 4 saill^iPriiii^ythat tH DeloUs.have^oaid 
the Penalty Bond to Mr. Grueber or Mr. Barwell ? .anrweni,^\TI«t Mn BarwcU received the Money 
Jiehas declared to be paid by the Delolls» and he can prodO^^e Company’s Books, whefein .the 
Sums are brought to account, on Account of Mochulps.oi PenOlKy-Bond/ Being fuAher. a&ed. If 
the Delolls ever paid any Money, according to the C^|lto|^ 4 |qd»j^Ounts, for the hj^re of their 
Engagements? he fays, He cannot tell*, but will examine Aopounts, aodenquireof the FaiSlosy 
Servants. . , , 

The Oewan produces as an Evidence, Mahat^b Sing, Mohun i who, being fworn, is examined as 
follows: , V 

Queftion. What is your Employment under the Company ^ 

Anfwer. I keep the Delolls Accounts with the Company. 

^eftion. Are the Delolls indebted to the Company any Balance ? 

Anfwer. They do owe the Compuiy a Balance. 

^eftjon. On what Account ? 

'Anfwer. On Account of Advances for Cloths, and on Account 0^ their Penalty Bond. 

^eftion. Did the Balance on account of the Advances of Cloths ^roe from <hst Sum 
which was advanced to them, on account of which a Penalty was given in P'ebruary 1773, 
or has it arifen fince ? 

Anfwer. It is the Balance of the Year 17734 

Queftion. Does not any Balance remain of the Years pofterior to this ? 

Anfwer. They have not been employed. 

Qpeftion. The Delolls agre^ to deliver to the Company 50,000 P* of Cloths by the End of 
January 1774*, did they compleat this Engagement? 

Anfwer. They delivered in 45,304 P'j they did hot eotnpleat their Engagements; out of the 
45,304 P* there were 731 Pieces fold by the Delolls, by Permiflionof the Chief. 

Queftion. How many Years have you k»t the Delolls Accounts ? 

Anfwer. I have kept the Accounts from the Year 1773. 

Queftion. Did the Company ever take the Amount of the Penalty from the Delolls ? Or do 
you know if any fuch Money is any where brought to account ? 

Anfwer. 1 do not knOw whether they have; nor have I Accefs to all the Books. 

^eftion. Did the Dellols receive the Amount Sale of the 731 P* fold by Permiflion of the 
Chief? 

Anfwer. They had Credit given them for it on the Company’s Books. 

Queftion by the Dewan, Diachund. 

Queftion. Is not the Sum of C. R, 39,181. 15. 6. brought to Account In the Company’s 
Books, on account of the Penalty Bound ? 

Anfwer. It is brought to Account, on Account of the Bond. 

^leftion. By whofe Order did you bring it to Account ? 

Anfwer. By Mr. Day’s Order. 

The Delolls being alked. Whether they have any Qpeftions to put to the Witnefles ? 

Anfwer. They have not. 

Ordered, they be difeharged. 

April ift 1776. 

Diachund, Dewan of the FaAory, attending. 

Kiflienchund Tewarree being produced by the Dewan as an Evidence to the 39,181. 15. 6. being 
brought to Account in the Company’s Books, it is propofedto the Defendants to examine him upon 
his Durrum or Faith. They reply. That it is in the Pleafure of the Court. 

Queftion. From the Time the Company had Engagements with the DelolU, has the Penalty 
ever been collefted from them ? ' 

Anfwer. No: not the Penalty written upon the Engagements; but One Year, when Mr. Kelfall 
was here, the Delolls figned MochulKas not to feU CJotht to any but the Company; and ujxm one of 
them being found out, he was ol 4 |ge 4 to pay 95,000 Rupees. 

Queftion. Has Mr. Barweltbsughc to Account in the Company’s Books C. R’. 39,1 a i. 15. d. 
on Account of the Dekdls fenalty Engagements ? 

Anfwer. Mr. Day has done it. 

The Delolls, being aiked. If they have any Qu^ions to aik Kifthnehund, put the following: 

Queftion. What GeotlemSul^k the Money ?. . . ^ 

Anfwer. Mr. Barwcll took the iV^ey, ,, c 

Queftion. What Gentleman brought it to Account ? . , 

Anfwer. Mr. Day, - 

Queftion. Did you ever fee die Money ? ' . , , , 

Anfwer. I did not» I only faw the Account. 

Qpeftion. On what Account did Mr. Barbell take the Money ? ’ ’ 

Aniweir. 1 d6n*t know; I only faw the Accounts. 

Ordered, that the Defendants do have a Copy of the Proceedings, to deliver in thi^^Aofwer. 

April 
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April the I jilr 1776. 

uth^ DelolK-.OefisfKfoni^ 'ht^^ a TranHate el Proceedings in this Caufe made out to be 
delivered to them for ^heic Anfwer, have refufed to give in any Anfwer s but have delivered a Paper 
to the foljovring Effed: 

< Wci .BtflRi»natv4 .!Eeyjee> HurrykllTcn, Dunnerann S^mfunder* and other Delolls of Dacca, fee 
forth. That Mr.Nidiolas Grueber having made a Complaint againft us for Recovery upon our Penalty 
Bond, an Apfwer is defired,' We have already given our Anfwer; let it be ordered, chat the Adawlet 
Peons be takjen off our Perfons i let a Complaint be laid againft us in Calcutta we will give our 
Anfwer there* Dated 39th Choit 1183. 

fDunniram, 
j Hurrykiflen, 

. , (Signed) < Royjec, 

I Bifshenaut, 

L Samfunder. 

The Board being of Opinion, that this Demand of Defendants is at this Time exhibited with a 
View to retard the Decifion, which mull be againft them jointly and feverally, it is decreed, That the 
Defendants pay the Plaintiff C. R‘. 14,878. 6. 

Confultation continued* 

Agreed, they be tranrmitted the Honourable Governor General and Council,with the following Addrefs: 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. Council, Fort William. 
Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

Conformably to your Orders under Date the 5th OAober 1775, we have the Honour to tranfmit 
the Proceedings or the Dewahhee Adawlut of this Divifion, upon the Honourable Company’s Suit 
againft the Delolls, for the Balance of their .Penalty Bond. 

Dacca, And arc with Refpedl, &c. 

.15th April 1776. , (Signed) C. W. Boughton Rous, &c. 


APPENDIX, N-sS. 


STATE of the Trade in Bengal. 

^^^ILLIAM HARWOOD, Efquire, attending according to Order, was alkcd, Whether he 
made any Inquiry, in thofe Farts of Bengal where he was in Employment, concerning the State 
of Trade in thofe Provinces previous to the Eftabliihment of the Englilh Power ? he faid. Very often, 
and from the moft intelligent Natives that he difeourfed with.—‘Being afked, What was that State, com> 
pared with the State in which he found it in 1769 ? he faid, He underftood that the Stare of the Trade 
in 1769 was very much inferior to what it had been in former Times.—Being alkcd, Whether it was 
much improved from 1769 to 1780, when he left India f he faid. It had recovered itfelf in fome Mea- 
fure, but in no great Degree.—Being alked. To what Caufe he attributes that fmall Recovery ? he faid, 
He don’t know any particular Caufe.—Being afked. Whether he does not think that the Company’s 
Orders to prevent Monopoly, were amongft the Cauies of this Degree of Recovery ? he faid, It may 
have had that Effect.—Being alkcd, Whether there was any great Number of confiderable Native Mer¬ 
chants in the Provinces with which he was acquainted, when he left India ? he faid. There were many. 
—Being alkcd, Whether a Native Merchant in our Provinces can trade with Advantage, without the 
'Afliftance or Countenance of fome Englilh Gentleman ? he faid. He thinks they would do it with more 
Advantage, having fuch Countenance i and be believes they would in general prefer that Method.— 
Being alked. Whether the internal Commerce is in any Degree carried on in the Articles of Raw 
Cottony Salt, Betel Nut, Tobacco, or Grain? he faid. He cannot fay that it is.—Being alked. Whether, 
if they are inclined to elude, the Company’s Prohibition of dealing in thofe Articles, they may not 
eafily dofo by fccrct Copartnerlhips with Natives ? he faid, If they chufe to truft the Natives they 
may.—Being alked, What are the Staple Articles of Bengal ? he faid, Salt, Betel Nut, Tobacco, 
Ophium, Saltpetre, Rofin, and Grain of different Kinds.—Being alkcd. Whether the Cpmpany’s Ser¬ 
vants, or Europeans in general, who trade in the allowed Articles of Export and Import, trade with 
Advantages beyond the Natives? he faid,The Export and Import Trade is almoft intirely carried on by 
Europeans only) the Natives have in general declined it.—Being alkcd, Whether the Natives engaged 
in Commerce, are not very greedy of Gain whenever they fee an Opportunity of making it ? he f.iid, J t 
is their univerfal Charafler.'^Bcing alked, Whether the State of Agriculture has improved or declined, 
In the Provinces with which he is acquainted, Once the Commencement of the Englilh Power ? he faid, 
.SjEL.CoM. RlfiP. IX. ' ’ X As 
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As compared with the former Accounts that he hm heivd of ilie 'State of the Country»lefs Land is euhr* 
vated chan before the BritHh Power v buC M compared wMl fhi f«ftieirtar'^iime*of the PamiiKy'Cdltiva* 
tion is increafed.-^Beifigalt(ed, Whether the Shiwflh aiid monied Peojpteintholb PiWfinces are hitieaihth 
in Number and Opulence, or diminifhed ? he faid. Undoubtedly they have deefeafed both fn^bpidence 
and Number i the Reafon ia, that Europeans^ who paifi^tTfo ei great Dogtee Of the Trade df the 
Country, do their own RoBnefs, andtrfcourfe donocevtipteff theffifand fornrerty they weie motecan^ 
cerned in making Advances for the CoHcdtioM of the Reeenue.‘‘<^{Rg aftedy tf thei«^ n any con(l<« 
dcrablc Trade to the Upper Provinces in India, and by Whom it n carried on f he fald. There is a 
confiderable Trade carried on itr White Piece Goods, Salt, and Other Articks, amdehiei^ carried On 
by Natilws •, but the greatrft Trade is the Imports of the Company.—-Being alked. What that Inland 
Trade « now, as compared with former Times? he faid, He ^lieves greatly decreafed.—And being 
afkcd, If Trade was left free for the Natives, whether he thinks they pofiefs Capitals fufficient to carry 
it on, without Aid from the Revenues of the Company ? he faid. Yes, if left free. 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Piefident and Council at Fort Williatn in Bengal, in their 
Revenue Department, the »5th Oftober 1773. 

Extras of Letter from the Prefident. 

Competitions which had begun to fake place for the Purchafe of Ophium, in the Province of 
Bahar, induced me to make fome Enquiries concerning the State of the Trade, and the Mode of 
rondudling it. I learn, that from the firft Introdudion of the Culture of Ophium into Bahar, or ac 
lead for a long Series of Years, it has always been a Monopoly, and of courfr, always in the Poffcfiion 
uf Power or InBuence. This is the Footing on which it now ftands. 

You are already informed, that Meer Monhur concrafted to furnlih the Quantity required for the 
Company’s Ufc, which is SooChefts. 

In eff'd, he is in Poflefllon of the whole exchifirc Trade, in virtue of the Powers granted to him by 
the Chief and Council at Patna. Befides the Quantity delivered to the Company, the Dutch Fadory 
is allowed 400 Cheds Annually, and the French Refidenc puts in his Claim for 100 more. Thefe 
may be both conlidered as Indulgencies, as it is optional in the Gentlemea of the Fadory, to permit or 
difallow them. 

Many Individuals alfo among the Enelid), who either hold Employments in that Province, but do 
not belong to- the Fadory, or who rcfide there on the Footing of mere Adventurers, allured by the 
Proficsof this Trade, have attempted to participate in it) and tMOppofition they have met with from 
the Power of the Coinrador, Meer Monhur, has been exclaimed againfr as a grievous OpprelTion i 
every one conceiving himfelf to be equally entitled to the Benefits of a Trade from which they arc not 
excluded by any authentic Ad of Government. 

It is with Keludance that 1 introduce any Subjed, which the Prgudices of the Times may convert 
to the Injury or Difreputation of the Servants of the Company. I fee fuch a Tendency in that which I 
now fubmit to your Confideration. Therefore, to obviate its Effed, it is my Duty in Truth to add, 
that this Pradice is in no wife imputable to the prelent Members of the Council of Patna. They 
only tread the Path which has been beaten for them by their Predcceflbrs for a long Courfe of Years. 
I have a perfonal Knowledge of its having exifted lb long ago as the Year 1761. 1 believe the Gentle- 
{nen who are now in PofllciBon of thi^ Privilege exercifr it with the greateft Moderation. 

The only Alternatives which ooc«r to roc for the Regulation of this Commerce, are the follow¬ 
ing j viz. 

ift. To authorize and declare a>iexclurive Property in it, on fuch Conditions as (hall be deemed 
a proper Compenfation to c|ie Company for foregoing the Advantages which it might yield 
them, if poffclled by themfelves* 

ad. To take it into the Hands of Government for the whole Emolument of the Company* 

3d. To free it from all Reftridions, and lay it open to all Men indifcriminatcly. 

By the Bril Plan, the Company would receive an Annual Income, as a Confideration for the Grant, 
and a cheap Rate for the Provifion of the Quantity required for their own Ufc. It would not be coa- 
fidered by the Ryota as a Hardihip, becaufe they have been long accullomed to it, and the Rates are 
fixed ; neither could it be attended with Opprelfion, if proper Care were taken by the Chief and 
Council, that the Ryots were not compeQcd to cultivate the Poppy any longer than when th^ find 
their Account in it. 1 am alTured that Perwannabs have btea re^atedly ilTued by the Chief of Patna, 
ftridly forbidding that Pradice, and declaring the Inhabitants free to cni^y their Lands in whatever 
Culture they thought proper. I'his Liberty a^rds them an eafy and eneduai Kemedy againft new 

Exadions, 
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Ex«Aion», Md mxkM it the of the Merchsnt to fatisfy the Ryot} as an oppoflte CondudI 
would leflen the Quantity of the Produce, by forcing the 'People to apply their Lands to other 
Ufi». 

The Otyedions to this Mode, are thofc which occur againft Monopolies in general j that it prevents 
the Increafe of this ProduAion, and that it prevents its obtaining its doe Value, which wouKI prove a 
Benefit to the Circulation of the Country j befides the Deteftation in which the Word itfclf is uni- 
vetially held, eiren by thofc who do not underftand the Meaning of it. 

The fecond Plan would be attended with a certain immediate Profit to the Company. 

It is liable to the fame Ol^eAions with the firft, as a Monopoly! it is alfo to be feared that the Profits 
would fcon fall to -nothing, as the Company’s Agents would not give the fame Attention to it when it 
was the Property of theCompany, as the prefent Proprietors do, l^caufc it is their ownj and of courfe 
it would be adulterated, and in Time grow wholly unfit for the Foreign Markets. 

In Support of the third Plan, it may be argued, that it would increafe the Produce (as has been be¬ 
fore obferved) > that the Multitude of Competitors would raife the Price, and bring Money into the 
Country* which would ultimately find its Way through the Land Revenue or Cuftoms. into the Public 
Trcafury ; that it would contribute to the general Benefit of Trade, which always languifhes under 
Confinement) and that it is conformable both to the Commands of our Honourable Matters, and the 
Bpirit of all our late R^ulations for the Liberty of Trade in every other Inftance. 

On the other Hand, it may be urged, that the Increafe of any Produftion not necelTary to Life, is not 
an Advantage* if fome other Commodity equally valuable mutt be given up to make room for it ■, that 
it is not a Necelfary of Life, but a pernicious Article of Luxury, which ought not to be permitted but 
fat the Purpofcs Foreign Commerce only, and which the Wifdom of Government ihould carefully 
reftrain from internal Confumption •, that the Foreign Commerce will take off but a certain Quan¬ 
tity, not much exceeding perhaps the prefent Exportation, and the Surplus mutt of courfe either find a 
Sale at Home (which ought not to be permitted) or would lower the Price of the Whole, which would 
defeat the principal End of this Regulation } that the immediate Effeft would be an Increafe of the 
Price, which would raife the Price of chat provided for the Company, and be an immediate Lofs to 
them, which may be placed againft the Advantages of an increafed Circulation t that this would latt 
but for a (hort Time, and as the Quantity increafed the Price would fall in proportion »that the Exten- 
iion of this Tingle Article of Trade would not prove a Benefit to Trade in genera), with which it has 
no Conneftion, but in etteft only take the Profits of it from thofc few who now folely pofiTefs it, and 
divide it amongft as many as may chufe to (hare it) that neither the Commands of our Honourable 
Matters, nor our own Inttituttons will be more hurt by a Monopoly of Ophium, than by an exclulive 
Manufafture of Saltpetre* or by the Farms of Salt* which have no Influence on the Produftion, Manu- 
fodtures, Purchafe, or Sale of anjr other Articles of Commerce, becaufe they have no mutual Con¬ 
nection with them) that the Multitude of Competitors* while the Trade continues an ObjeA of Com¬ 
petition, will create numbcrlcfs Diforders in the Country, which it is much to be feared will occafion a 
dangerous Abufe of the Courts of Juftice, fince it will be difficult to devife any Form for them, in 
which the Members of the Faftory fliall not poflefs a principal Authority, and will thereby become 
Judges in their own Caufes. 

I mutt add my own firm Perfuafion, that it is not in the Power of this Government, conttituted as it 
now is, to abolifh the Monopoly altogether, but that it will fubfift by fccret Infiuence; the EffcCls of 
which will be much more than thofc of an allowed Monoply under proper Regulations. 

I leave the Sut^Cb at large for the Deliberation of the Board, decUring, that whatever Way my 
Opinion may feem to incline, I referve it free and unbiafled, to be guided by the Reafons which a 
fuller Difcufllon may produce. The SubjeCb is not of much Importance in itfclf, but it may prove of 
great Importance to our own Characters, in the Decifion which fliall be pafled upon it j which mutt be 
my Excufe for the Length to which I have drawn it. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 23d November 1773. 

Refuminc the Confidcration of the Governor's Letter, entered in Confuliation of the 15th OClobcf, 
regarding the Ophium Trade in the Province of Bahar} 

Mr. Vanfittarc delivers in the following Minute. 

Ever fince the Eftablifliment of our Influence in Bengal by the Battle of Plafley, almott the whole 
Ophium Trade of the Bahar Province has been in the Hands of the Gentlemen refiding at Patna. 
Through different Gomaftahs being employed* frequent Difputcs arofe, and fometimes Lives were loft 
in the Frays which happened between tlTem, as has already appeared upon the Company’s Records. 
Since the Year 1765, it has been uninterruptedly carried on as a joint Concern, under the Charge of 
a fingk Gomaftah: I believe the Quantity received in the Year of the Famine, inclufive of what was 
delivered to the Dutch* was lefs chan 800 Chetts *, it increafed the next Year to near 1*400, and the Year 
after* to upwards of 1,800* although Perwannahs were each Year circulated through the Province, and 
enforced with all pofliblc Attention, that no Ryot fliould be obliged to cultivate the Poppy agamft 
his Will, whether he had formerly cultivated it or not. I mention this Circumftance, as a Proof that 
the Mode carrying on the Trade was not oppreflive to the Ryots. Indeed, the Price which is now 
paid them, is mote than they ufedco leceive before the Ettablilhment of the Englifli Influence in dip 
Country. It does not appear to me, that in the prefent Situation of Things, an Attempt to lay the 

7 Trade 
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Trade open would be ekher adeantageoOs toihetnv or beneficial to the Copunerce 0/ tiie Ppovincc'.. 
Had every Merchant free Liberty to make them Advices, they would receive Money ip Abupc^nce,' 
they would diflipace a Part of it, they would be unable to manufaftiire Ophlum fufilcient to compJere: 
their Engagements. At the Seafon of Delivery,-every Merchant would be anxious to filcure the 
Quantity for which he contrafled j Battles would be fought as was the Cafe before the Veaf. 
1765 V the Ryots would be feized and imprifoned, and each Farmer would dUcourage the Cultivation, 
to prevent his Diftrift from being a Scene of Difturbancei. By this Mofms, the Produce would be dl> 
miniihed : Moreover, the Ryots would adulterate their Ophlum^ toconapenfMe for tbpi; Deficiencies; 
!vnd both thefe Circumftances would materially injure this Country, by having an-immediate Tendency 
uj the Deflruflionof an advantageous Branch of its Foreign Commerce. Were Advances prohibited, 
nont would have the Power to make them, but the Gentlemen at Patna, or the Farmers themfelves, wlitv 
are immediately under their Authority, and the Trade would in confcquence contjnuo op nearly the 
lame Footing as it is at prefent *, or, were it poflible to take efieflual Meafures to enforce the Prohibi* 
tion of Advances, the Cultivation of Poppy would be almoft entirely prevented, and the Ryots have 
not Subftance fufficient to undertake it at their own Expence. G. Vanfutart. 

The Board having fully debated and confidered the Subje£l, are unanimoufiy of 6fwipnf,]thair 
the Trade could not be laid open at this Jundure, without beii>g productive of evil-.Conlequencc.v. 
to the Ryots and to the Country and if it be continued a Monopoly, they think iy hiKd better. Jbe 
fo avowedly, and for the Advantage of the Company, than in a clandcftine Manner, for the Benefit- 
of a fingle Faftory. It is thcforc rclblved, That an exclufivc Privilege be given to Mcer Manneer 
the Succeffor of Mcer Afhrof, for providing Ophium in the Bahar Province: That he ihall engage 
to deliver in Calcutta all which may be produced in the Bahar Province, at 320 Sicca Rupees i and 
what he may procure from Gazyporc, or any other DifttiCts of the Nabob Shuja ul Dowla, at 3^0, 
agreeably to the annexed Writing, which (hall be fent to Patna fur him to execute *, that he Ihall 
deliver to the Dutch the ufual Quantity with which they have been fupplied, at the cufiomary Price; 
that 4 the Money Ihall be advanced immediately, and -4 on the Delivery of the Ophium r that the 
Quantity delivered to the Company, fliall be Ibid on their Account by public AuCbion » and, that 
what may be required for the Settlement of Batambangan, (hall be referved for it, and invoiced at 
the medium Price of the Sales at the AuCtion.-The ^ard arc inducc 4 to give this exclofiye Pri¬ 

vilege to Meer Manncer, in Preference to any one elfc, bccaufc, being the Perfon who has for fomn 
Years been employed by the Gentlemen of Patna in thts-Bufiners, he is the beft acquainted wjtb th^ 
proper Mode for managing it, and will account with them for any Advances which they may have 
already made. As the Succcls of the Ophium Trade depends much upon its Quality, and the Ex¬ 
portation of any which is bad renders the Malays fufpicious of the Whole, and thereby diminilhea 
the Demand for it, and is injurious to this Branch of the Commerce of Bengal, the Agent fliall be 
required to be particularly attentive to this Objed.—And as confiderablc Quantities of a bad Qiialiiy 
have of late been imported from Neinpar, and other Farts of the Nabob Shuja til Dowla's Country, 
it is refolved, that as a Difcouragcmenc to fuch Importation, and the manufadluring of bad Ophium, 
an additional Duty of i Sicca Rupee per Seer be levied upon all Ophium not provided by the afore- 
faid Agent; and that Oiders be in due Time iiTued accordingly to the Cuftom Houfes. 

Be it known to the Mutflddies, Canoongoes, and Zemindars of the Soubah of Bahar. 

Whereas the Management of all the Ophium in that Soubah is fettled on Mccr Manncer and 
Ramchund Pundit, account the Year 1181 Fuflily; It is therefore Ordered, That ye do aflift them 
in the Management of chat Bufinefs, and on no Account fuffer any other Perfon to interfere in it} 
and they on their Parts will make their Purchafes of Ophium to the Saiisfa^lion of the Cultivators, 
and by no Means be guilty of any Opprefllon. 4th December 1773, anlwering to the zzd of Auguii 
1180 Bengal. 

The Honourable Prefldent and Council of Fort William having granted an exclufiye Privilege 
for nianufaAni^ing Ophium in the Bahar Province, we do hereby engage to deliver to them at Cal¬ 
cutta, at 320 Sicca Rupees per Cheft, all the Ophium which may be produced in the Bahar Province. 
'We further engage to deliver to the Honourable PrcfiJeni and Council beforementioned all the 
Ophium which we or our Agents miy procure from Gazyporc, or any other Diftridls belonging to the 
Nabob Shuja ul Dowla, at the Rate of Three hundred and fifty Sicca Rupees per Chert. The Rifque 
and Charges of tranfporting the Obhium to Calcutta fliall be on our Account i and we alfo will 
be anfwcrablc for the Payment of ilie Government’s and Company’s’ DutiOt as at prelent eftablilhed. 
Half the Advances for the Ophium which we may be able^to provide for the faid Honourable Pre- 
fident and Council, fliall be made us immediately *, and the other Half on the Delivery of the Ophium 
at Calcutta. We will be particularly attentive to the Quality of the Ophium, and will engage that 
it (lull all be good and merchantable: Should any of it be furpedled to be otherwife, it (hell be deter¬ 
mined by Arbitrators $ Two to be chofen by us, and Two by the Honourably Prefidcnc and Council t 
aqd (hould they adjudge it not to be good and merchantable, we will pay to the Honourable Prefident 
and Council whatever the faid Arbitrators may adjudge to be the DifTcrence of its Value, according td 
the Market Price at Calcutta. We further bind ourfelves, under the Penalty of a Lack of Sicca Rul 
pees, that we will not, diredlly or iodirdAly, difpofe of any Ophium to any other Perfon befidea thy 
Honourable Eaft India Company, excepting that we will deliver to,the..Ducch Fadlory at Panta tht 
Quantities with which we.have ufually fupjHied them. . , ^ ‘ ' 

We 
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• ' W« do further ewgidei ^jtWf onr; thi* BiilHieft to the Sa^ftioni of the Ryots, and 

iritt IKK »ttlrrt|it fcutfiyate tht hiflHclitiitlori; .. 

E X. 1 * tt'AC,T of ^ngal Revenue donfuUations, t|MP, 34 May 1775. 

EiCtfa^Of a Letter from ‘the Chief and Provincial Council at Patna i dated the 27th March x775* 

Ih compliance with your Orders, to transmit to you our Opinions.what Mode it will be moft ad- 
vidtble to adopt for the'^fdiure ProvHion of the Ophium, we take the Liberty of requeftihg your At¬ 
tention to the following Remarks, which we Batter ourfelves contain every requifite information. 

We Ihall begin with obferving, that we'by no Means think it an eligible Plan to oblige the 
Farmer to deliver his Ophium in Kind, as Part of his Rents. In the Brft Place, we fhould Gnd a 
great Difficulty in prevailing upon him to advance fo large a Sum of his own (would his Circum- 
Itances admit of it, which h feldom the Cafe) for the Purpofe of manuring the Grounds, which is 
abfolutely neccBTary { and this would arife from his Apprebenfions of an inc]emeji|t ^eafon, that never 
fails to.deftroy the Plant, Md fruftrate all Hopes of any Advantage he expefled to reap from its 
coming to Maturity! but Ihould he wave this ObjeAion, and cultivate the X^oppy, what Security 
can be had for his delivering in the Produce of it, when fo much greater Advantages would r^lc 
to him from felling it clandeBinely, whereby the Company's Revenue would be endangered, 
the ProHts of the Ophium loft likewife; beGdes, we eftcem the Truft already lodged in the Renters 
of the Revenue fafficient, without this Addition of Trouble and Rifle. 

Thrdwing the Yride 6pen, we conceive, will be prpduftiveof ftill more dangerous Confequehces, 
as tending to involve the Country in tontiriual Diforders, from theDil^ut'es that will inevitably arife 
among the Number of Purchafers of this Article, and be a, ftrong Inducement to the I^afmef id 
adulterate it, with a View of enlarging the Quantity; which muft of courfe leflen the Eftimation of 
it at the Foreign Markets, and occaflun a great Redu^ton in the Price, which will ultimately operate 
to the Prejudice of the Country, and of the Revenpes* 

The Advances are made 6y the Co'ntra^oyJ^^rt the Beginning of Oftober to the End of January, 
in order to enable the Cu)civacdfs'to prepare 'ine Ground, which is done at great Expence) and thi^ 
Ophium cdlcilcd in from the Beginning of March tp the. End of May. 

The Ryot, or Cultivator, pays to the Farmer from Six to Ten Rupees per Begah for the Lind, 
according to its Sichnefs} and delivers his pphium to the Manufacturer at the Rate qf from 60 to 
^5 R* per Mauna foi^ thejnferio'r Sbrt, and from 70 to 75 for the heft i and the Diftefence in C^a* 
lity is intirely owing to tlie Soil in which itjs. produced. T|ie A.dilitidps^to the original Price given 
by the ContraCtof are very confiderablc)' he receives the Ophium in its m 61 ft Statp, as it is .mawni 
from the Head the Poppy, and it muft undergo a Preparation of Six Months," before it is'mer- 
chantable. The procefs confifts chiefly in drying it in the Air, whereby it incurs a great Expence, 
as well from the conftanc Attention that muft be given to it, as the Number of People employed 
in the overfeeing it i it fuftains likewife a conGderable Lofs in Weight from being chua expofed, gene¬ 
rally about One Fifth) fo that before it is made into Cakes andchefted, we may prefume it Bands the 
Contractor from 90 to no Rupees per Maund) after which arc to be paid the Charges of Tranf- 
porcation, and Duties. The Gauzypore Ophium is collected in at a ftill greater Expence, and Bands 
the Contractor about 15 Rupees per Maund mqrc than] what .U produced in' jhis Province. To this 
we muft add, thitt the Contractor is liable to Lodes from the Bankruptcies and Villainies of the 
Farmers and Ryotts, who often abfeond with the Money advanced, or difpofe of the Ophium fur- 
reptitioufly, which is a PraCtice they arc mqch given to, and is .encouraged by the Number of Euro¬ 
pean Interlopers who are fettled here ) he is alfo fubjeCt to a Lofs of his Advances by a Failure in the 
Scafon, and Deficiency jn the Produce. 

Thcfc Obfervations are the Rcfult of the ftriCteft Inquiries*, and there are many Gentlemen in 
Calcutta.who can do Juftice to the Candour wc have manitefted on the Occafion. We Ihall now pro¬ 
ceed to tell you in what Manner we think it will be moft advantageous to provide the Ophium 
the enfuing Year, and even hope you’ll favour us fo^far as to fuppofe wc aredivefted of all Views of 
aqy private Advantage topurfelves iq what wc.aire going to propofe. The palpable Impropriety of 
receiving it in Kind from,the Farmers, has alrei^y been jhewn, as well as the ill Confcqucnccs that 
Avc appr^ended will arife from laying rbc Trade,'open) Wl^at we hive now to offer, is in favour of 
the Md^poly of the Whqle for the Company) .arid'to fecUtj that, we will premife that the Cullom 
Mailer be invcAfS with. Authprity to fcarch alrBpdgfcrows and Boats of whatever Kind, going to 
Calc0tt4, as it is notbriiips that.great.^antUies have been ftnugglcd down by Europeans ot all 
J)e|fo^)^|bii!t, for 'W 4 Afi>f fuch a Licence) that wt hat^e fcill and abfolutc Power to feize Ophium 
whisrevelfw*find tt,'tl{it*]|» 4 iEtujrq !q.gt uppn.Ehq'uify, fo belong to Individuals; to confifeate the 
fifoe i hhp AflammiM dctlCte^'iri .the Sale. Thcfc Conditions obtained, 

we Ifave^tldHRc? IC^iftlJou^l! Wt iit will be in,opr PoWer t6 leCufc annually to the Amount of 33,000 
Chell$ of gen'illne un'adfuIicf^fctiOphium, provided the French, who received this Year 100 Chclls, 
a|(d‘the piltCh 45O, ar|:jexc|u 3 ^d]itpni (he Trade; Suppofing that it can be contracted for here at 
230 or ,24of Rupej^s.'pjrf Cheft, we ne^d’not 'mehtipft what a prodigious Advantage 
wblilff accrue'ip tire'. Qjnipa^by' Wlihhd^diog the Bale.bf it' In Calcutta, )ind exporting the Whole 
OJfmelr'owTrAeif’bunt, o&jipT/td China') ih)J'f'qte%6’Mefchints t^oviia foon find the Difference 
Com. Rep. IX. L between 
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between that and the fpurioua Stuff, thej^ have fo. long t^T JtfuHoined to meet wHb* ^ acwA* 
quently buy it all up annually at a Price inconceivably bey^ wJ^c Jvts h^o hitherto ^ ibat 
Commodity, when every Grain of it was probably mixM Purchafers, and ccuiibuiidcd wiMi 

fome other Subftance. ikfore We conclude. We will juff that the leaft . Mixture of any 

other Article with theOpbiotn debafes the Whole i and thtaWb 9 ¥Pia 4 wBcd totlunk hpa not been fuffi* 
ciently attended to py the Manbfadturers, fiom the bad AcedtUits that hare been lately received 
from China v though in future it Ihould be oar Bufineis to lee tfipt no fuch PraAices are ad^ted* 

We lhail not prefame to determine what EflbA contimiing this Article of Monopoly will have on 
the Revenues ^ but it is certain, that laying the Trade pwtn will,, id a Ibort pourie of Tirne^ dim!- 
niOi the Price of it, and render the Ophium Lands conudlfs^r of lefs Value than what they are at 
prefeiiL 

Governor General*ii Minute leipcdting Ophium, 

The Governor General recommends. 

That the whole Produce of Ophium mant^faAured in the Pirovuice of Bahar, Be appropriated to the 
Company’s Ufe: 

That the Chief and Council of Patna be ordered to provide it on tho Account of the. Company, by 
making Advances to the Ryotts and Cultivators, receiving it from them, and manufaAuringJc in the 
Manner now done by the Contrador: That the Coftom Matter have a Power to feiae all Qnh<uin 
wherever he can find it, either on the Water or on its Pattage by Landj and to punilh the.Pycars 
and Affamees detefted in the Sale of iti and that he be allowed One Half of all the Opbiotn thus feiaed 
and confifeated: 

That, at an Incitement to the Council to attend to the due Preparation of this Article, and to tho 
improvement of it, a Commiflion of per Cent, be allowed them oh the Quantity delivered by 
them, calculated by the medium Rate of the Outcry Price in Calcutta, after deducing the medium 
Rate of Cofts and Charges. 

If this Propofition fl»ll be e^Aed to, as throwir^ partial Advantages into the Hands of the 
Council of Patna, in which the Members of the other Provincial Councils cannot participate, and 
it (hall be iudged more advifeablc to give the Provifioo of this Article in charge to a fugle Agent, 
^pointed tor the Purpofe, the Arne IVinciple may be applied to this Agent’s Allowance, ^ a 
I^r-centage granted him, in like Manner,, on the nofita of the Sales, in lieu of. Salary and all other 
Emoluments. 

It is evident, that the Amount of the Consmiffion wiH depend equally on the Improveaneoc of the 
Quality, the Eocreafe of the Quantity, and the ReduAion of the Charges i and this appears to be 
the beft Security that can be devifed for the Diligence and Integrity of the Agent, whether this Tru^ 
be roofed in die colleAtve Members of the Provincial Board of Patna, or in an Individual t with 
this Difibrence, that more Confidence can be repofed in the Integrity of the former, than in the Du 
ligence of the latter. 


APPENDIX, B. 


Mr. H INCH MAN'S Evidence, 

OPHIUM. 

\ 

J^R. Hinchman being examined, was alked. What was the Method of providing the Article of 
Ophium before the Dewannee was granted to the Company f faid. There was none provided^on 
Account of the Company before that Time, except a finall C^antity fcot to Bencoolen.*—Being 
alked, Whether the Servants of the QbinpXQy had a very confiderabli Trade in that Article themfclvea 
at that Time ? he faid. Yes, it was generally underttood it was an Advantage to the Prefident and 
Council at Patna at that Time.—Bei^ aflted, Whether the Monopoly of -O^ium was at that Time 
fecured by the foie Right of buying pt Market, or. by making Advances to the Ryots, and receiving 
from them the Produce, at ibme Price ? he faid. It is impc^ibfe for him pofnively to fay, as he was nor 
in the Country at that Time.—Being alked, What has been the Mode of procuring Ophium .fiDce tbp 
Acquifuion of the Territorial Reveoio^, arid previous t6 the Time of contraAipg with theCWpeuf ^ 
he faid, From the Acquifition pf the i^rkoiy, to the Year 1771 or 177a, thAe was noIuvcttiDcnK 
pi o\ ,dcd for the Company; from that X»m«» W Orders of the Governor and Coi»ncU» aceftfim 
rity 01 Ophium was annually provided py tjic.<%ief and Council of Patna, on theCompany^VAe<^ut> 
but V,- >1 r the Council provided ic.ct a nicd ^rice, fettled by the Governor and Councifof Calcutta > 
o- hey were left to make CoritiraAsf.wnh the Native Inhabitants of Patqaj of whether they 

y Agents fent into different Parn of the Province for that Purpofe» he eanpot dtre^y fay. 
I, Whether any Perfon, at chat PCfiddi of Time, h«i|Mon(ip<^|r of the Ophium produced 
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in Bengal ? he Ikidt Not that he knows of.—Being alked,- In what Manner the Engllfli Gentlemen, who 
dealt tn 4 t, procured it? he faid, By lending .Agents into the Diftrldts where it wa.s cultivated, where 
thofe Agents either made Advances to the Ryots* or eti^H’cd into Coevals «;ith Picars at particular 
Prices.—Being afked. How they proceeded when they made their Advances ? he faid, In fuch Cafe 
they muft keep a Variety of Servants, whofe Bufincfs it is to fccure the Produce of the Lands where 
they had made Advances.—Being aiked, Whether they lecured the whole Produce, or only a Rart ? 
he laid. He Ihould fuppofeonly a Parr, in Proportion to the Advances they had made.—Being afked. 
In Places where there is a Monopoly, what is the Mode of getting the Commodity from the People 
who produce it ? he faid. The Contraftor, or Perfon who has the Monopoly, is at Liberty to pur- 
fue fuch Mode as he thinks moft for his Advantage; he muft either conrraft with the Native 
Merchants, or he muft employ Servants of tun owo in every Diftrift to collcjft it.—Being aflted. 
Whether he thinks both thefe Methods are ufed ? he faid. Yes.—Being aiked, Whether he pays the 
Merchant by Advance ? he faid. Hedges; no Bufincfs is done without Advances*, hg will require 
Part of the Money for the Contract to bw advanced to him.—Being afked. If a Perfon advances a cer¬ 
tain Sum of Money for the Cultivation of a certain Portion of Land for Opliium, what Proportion of 
t|i.C Produce does he receive? he faid. Under a Monopoly, certainly the Contradtor eifpcdfs the lybole 
produce of the Land, and he advances moft Part of the Value of the expedlcd Crop, according to w^a^ 
has iWo the ufual Price.—Being afked. Who fixes that ufual Price f he faid, In fuch Inftanccs as have 
come yn^hio his Knowledge, tne principal Cgltiyators are called together, and a Price is fettled be¬ 
tween them and the Contradfor’s Agent.—Being afked, Who decides the Price? he faid. If there is a 
Difagreement, the Power is in the Hands of the Cootradlor, but the Cultivators can apj^al to Go* 
vernment, or to a Court of Juftice.—Being afked. What Rule a Court of Jufticc will have in deciding 
the Qaeftion before them ? he faid, Every Cutcherry or Country Coort of Juftice being under the In- 
ftuence of the Governor General, in fuch a Cafe as the prefent, it muft ultimately be decided by 
them. 

Beiag afked, Whether there ate not fqme Regulations in Bengaj, with regard to the interior Trade 
of Ophium ? he faid, Yes; when he left Bengal, and for forac Time before, Individuals have 
been prohibited from dealing in Ophium i the whole Produce of the Country was monopolized 
on account of the Company, and fent to Calcutta, where it was annually fold at public AuAion.-r 
Being afked. Whether this CollcAion was made by Contra£t or Farm ? he faid, It is provided by 
Contra£t, at a certain Sum per Maund.—Being afked, What Revenue the Company derives from it ? 
he faid, He really cannot fay, their Advantage arifes from the Profit upon the Sale, and therefore muft 
be uncertain.—Being afked, Whether it is a profitable Monopoly to Government? he faid. He does 
not imagine it has been, for the Ophium has not fold fo high in general of late Years, as it ufed to do 
while in private {dands.-r^Being afkqd. What is the Caufe of its felling at a lower Price? he faid, It 
may be on Account of the Qpslity, or the Demand not being To great—Being aiked. Whether he has 
heard in Bengal, that the Quali^ of the Ophium fent to Foreign Markets was much debafed ? he faid. 
Yes, he has heard of Inftanccs or Ophium being rcjcAed on Account of the Badnefs of its Qviality, but 
Inftances of that Kind, he believes, have happened as well before as fince the Monopoly.—Being 
afked. Whether the Ophium Trade was open to all Mercliants at the Time thofe Complaints prevail* 
ed ? he faid. He never knew the Ophium Trade open to Merchants in general; before it was a public 
Monopoly, it vras allowedly a private one.—Being afked. What he thinks of the Policy of making it 
a Monopoly at all ? he faid. He thinks that a Monopoly, either public or private, is injurious, and that 
it would be more to the Advantage of the Government and the Country, that it Ihould be a free 
Trade, and that t certain and confiderable Revenue might be produced from it by a fixed Duty.— 
Being afked, Whp was the Coptraftor when he left Bengal ? he faid, From common Report, he be¬ 
lieves it was Mr. Mackenzie, 
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EXT K AC T of the Company's feparace GenOhil Letter to Bengal; dated the 15th December 1775, 

Par 4l« AS the Revenue Council at Patna art of Opinion, that the Ophium Bufincfs may be more 
^ conveniently conduced by their Board, than by our Commercial Servants; on that Confi- 
detatioo.only, we direQ, that the Provifion thereof be continued under your Management, but that 
you conOgQ the fame, when provided, to our Board of Trade, at prime Coft; who arc to difpofe 
thereof at public Auction, and to apply the Produce towards the Provifion of our Inveftment, 


appendix. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confulutioos, the i8th January 1775, 


AD the following Letter from the Provincial Council of Patna; 

To the Honourable Warren Haftinga, Enquire, Governor General, and Council of Revenue, 
Fort William. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs* 

The Management of the Opium Bulinefs, from the Manner in which it is provided, is fb clofely con¬ 
nected with, and of fuch material Import to, the Collection of the Revenues, we apprehend the Super¬ 
intendancy cannot be feparated without great Impediment to the Provifion of that Article, or Danger 
to the Revenue, ariling from it. Difputes muft unavoidably happen between the Gomaftahs employed 
in collecting the Opium, and the Revenue Officers •, the Cultivators fometimes fereening themfelves 
under Protection of the former, to wave the Payment of their Rents, and at other Times availing 
themfelves of the Aumil’s Authority, to embezzle the Produce, for which they had received Advances, 
and avoid fulBliing their Engagements; which would be the Occafion of continual References from 
both Parties, unlefs under one Controul. The Advances to the Contractors have been made for the 
prefent Year, fo that nothing now remains but to colleCt in the Opium from the Country. 

As the Gentlemen of the Board of Trade may probably confider the Provifion of the Opium to 
fall under their Management, together with the Articles of the Company’s Inveftment, we have taken 
the Liberty to make this early Reference to you, in order to be furniflied with your Directions on the 
Subject. We are, &c. 

Patna, (Signed) Robert Palk, 

the 9th January 1775. Simeon Droz, 

Ewan Law, 

Edward Golding. 

Taking into Confideration the above Letter refpeding the Opium Contract, and a Doubt arifing 
concerning the Propriety of the Board of Commerce having taken this Article, without exprefs Autho¬ 
rity, under their own Charge i the Queftion is put. Whether the Contract of Opium ought to be con- 
hdered as an Article of Revenue, or of the Company's Inveftment. 

Read the following Trandation of the Contract. 

Trandation of a ContraCt under the Seals of Mahomed Munneer, and Ram Chundcr Pundit} dated 
16th Rumran in the Bengal Year 1180, or zd December 1773. 

The Governor and Council having agreed with us, whofe Names are, Mahomed Munneer and 
Ram Chunder Pundit, that all the Opium provided in the Province of Bahar, (hould be provided by 
us for Sale, and that they will not permit any one elfe to buy Opium in the faid Province} we now 
make the following Promifes, and affix our Signatures to the underwritten Agreements: 

I- That we will deliver all the Opium produced in the Province of Bahar, at Calcutta, at the 
Rate of Sicca Rupees 320 for every Cheft containing Two Maunds. 

2. That whatever (Quantity of Opium we or our Agents lhall be able to pfwure in the Ghafepoor 
Country, or other of the Natob Sujah ul Dowla’s DiftriCts, we will deliver af the Rare of Sicca Ru¬ 
pees 350, in Calcutta, to the Governor and Council-, that the Ki(k attending the Tranfportation, 
and the Expences of Carriage, lhall be ours, till the Opium is delivered in Calcutta t and we will 
pay thofe Duties to the Nizamut, ajid to the Company, which have been eftabliihed upon this 
Article by the late Regulations. . 

3. That Advances to the Value Half the Opium to be provided, are to be made us, now} and 
we are to receive the remaining Halrwhen the Opium is delivered in Calcutta. 

4. That we will take the utmoft Care that the Opium lhall. be good, and lit for Sale. Should any 
Doubts or Difference arife regarding the Goodnefs thereof. Two Men lhall be appointed onjhe Part 
of the Governor and Council, and Two by us, to fettle the Difference. If it ihould be determii^ 
by the Arbitrators, that the Opium is bad, and unfit for Sale, we will be anfwerable for wlhantver 
Difference may be found by them, who will calculate it in Proportion to the Price Opium then 
bear in the Bazar or public Market of Calcutta. 

5. Should it be proved, that we either fell or give Opium, under any Colour, to any Perlbn, beftdes 
that which we give on the Company’s Account, and that which, according to Cuftom, we deliver 
into the Dutch FaAory, we will pay a Fine of One Lack of Rupees to the Company. 


6 . That 
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f. TIuCwe will carry oiiour <mn Bulinels, without opprefliiig the Ryotta, and will not forcibly 
c^ligc them to prepare their Lands for the Cultivatioii of the Coachnaur, or Opium Poppy •, nor 
wiU we force them to cultivate the Coachhaur; they niay till the Lands as moft agreeable to 
themfelves. 

We have ^iven this Writing in the Form of a Contrary that it may be carried into Execution. 

A trueTraoflation. 

(Signed) A. Elliot, L. R. R; 


Mr. Francis's Opinion. 

It appears to me, that the Produce of the Contrafl; for Opium, forms a Branch of the Territorial 
Revenue. In Addition to the Reafons afligned by the Revenue Council at Patna, in their Letter of 
the 9th of January, to which I beg Leave to refer, it feems proper to obferve, chat the Produce of 
thia Contraft was originally to have been appropriated to pay the Salaries of the Chiefs of the Re* 
venue Councils} and that all the great Farms make Part of the Revenue; that Opium does not 
ftand on the fame Footing with Cotton, Raw Silk, or Saltpetre, all which make Part of the 
Company’s Inveftment} and that Saltpetre in particular is an Article with which the Com¬ 
pany are obli^, by their Charter, to furnilh the Board of Ordnance. At ail Events, it 
feems immaterial in elFeA to the Honourable Company to which Board this Contra<fb may 
belong t and, exclufive of any Confideration of ftri£t Right, I think that it would be irregular 
in Point of Form, to transfef it to the Board of Commerce » and that the Colleflions of the 
Revenue in the Patna DillriA might be eXpofed to many Inconveniehcies, from the Difputes that 
might arife between the Revenue Officers and the Gomaftahs employed in collefting the Opium. 
My Opinion on this Subjed is confirmed by the Contents of the Letter from the Patna Council, to 
which I have already referred. 

I think, thxc for the prefenc theQueftionisof no great Moment to the Honourable Company, and that 
it ihould be referred to the ultimate Decifion of the Honourable Court of Direftors by the firfi Ship. 
In the mean Time, the Company's Commercial Interefts cannot fuffer any Prejudice by the Produce of 
the Sales bdng carried int<> the general Treafury, on which the Board of Commerce have Li^rty to draw. 

(Signed) P, Francis. 

Mr. Barwell, 

I think any ContraA for the Purchafe of ah Article, is Merchandike. 

The Honourable Mr. Monfon. 

I confider it as an Article of Revenue \ by this Declaration, I mean to convey my Sentiments on 
this Branch of the Company's Affairs, fo minutely interwoven with the Territorial Revenue, that 
they cannot be feparated, without much Prejudice and Danger to the Company's Intereft, as repre- 
fented by the Council at Patna, in their Letter of the 9th of January 1775. The t*oppy from which 
Opium is formed, is the Produce of the Soil, and by another Mode of CoJleffion, would undoubt¬ 
edly have made Part of the Revenue i that is^ if it had been taken in Kind. It is therefore the 
Mode of Colle6iion only, fubjefl to Annual Alteration, that can make it be confidered as an Article 
of the Invcfiment, not die Material iifelf. 

This Revenue is now a Monopoly in the Company, and produces a much greater Quantity of 
Opium than is required by them i the Surplus, therefore, cannot be confidered as the Company’s 
Invefimenr, whatever chat Part may which is taken by them. But this Queftion is not eflential to 
the general Intereft of the Company, as they will eventually feel the Effefts arifing fromthis Revenue, 
in whatever Department it lhall be thought proper to place ir. 

Whether this Monopoly is for the Advantage of the Company, is a Subjeift for further Confl- 
deration. 

General Clavering, 

I confider it as much an Article of Revenue as that which arifes from the Salt ContraA, both being 
equally produced from the Lands, and are delivered to the Company by ContraftorS., 

Having delivered my Opinion Irparately, that neither the Salt nor the Opium are fubje£ted to the 
Management of the Board of Trade, I will now beg Leave to offer to the Board my Reafons in 
Support of it. The Management and Government of all the Territorial Acquifitions and Revenues 
of Bengal, being indifputably entrufted to the Governor General and Council by the Legiflature of 
Great Britain i and the Management of all the Commercial Affairs of the Company, and the pro¬ 
curing well-cholen Inveftmcnts, being entrufted by the Court of Direflors to the Board of Trade; 
it fliould be confidered how, under thefe Diftindions, that Board can claim a Right to the Manage- 
ment of fuch Matters, that are the Produce of the Earth, but which by manufa^uring may become 
Articles of Foreign Commerce. 

It appears to me to be the Duty of the Governor General and Council to endeavour, by judicious 
Management of the Lands, and by fuch other Difpofitions as their Prudence can fuggeft, to raife 
the greateft pofljble Revenue in the State, without Injury to the Inhabitants, in Subfervience always 
to the commercial Views of the Company, and the general intcrefts of Great Britain. To accom- 
plilh thefe Purpofes, if it Ihould appear that the Territories of Bengal and Bahar could be made 
to produce more Revenue, with greater Benefit to the Inhabitants, by the Culture of fuch Articles which 
are of great Requeft in Foreign Trade, as the different Species of Spices, Sugar, &c. &c. would it there¬ 
fore follow as a Confcqucncc, that they muft be managed by the Board of Trade in the Culture, and in 

Sw. Com. Rep. IX. M thofe 
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thofe Proci;(rcs, which gre neccfTary to repder them reprchpndizable i To ^mit Aich a Right tp the 
Board of f would be furrendering to them the Exercife trf thofc Rowers which 
fided in this Council by, the t>egi(lature, and for the proper.Difcbarge of which we arc/onfwerable 
with our Perfons and our Fortunes. 

The Poppy which poduces Opium, and the primitive Matter .of which Salt is made, are of no 
Value before they are manufa^ured *, but if the Manufafbure of them be feparated from the Pro¬ 
prietor or the Cultivator of the Soil, the Land is depreciated in the fame Proportion of Value as the 
I’rufit which the ManufaAurer or the Contractor now makes. 

l ake from the Farmer the Power of manufacturing either his Salt or his Opium, and he will pay 
a fmall Rent •, reftore that Power to him, and he will pay ,a gitater. Thus the Revenue incrcafes . 
or diminifhes, in proportion to the. Freedom he is fuSerra to enjoy} and is at the higheft Pitch when 
the Farmer can fell the improved Produce of his Labour uncontrolled at a free Market. Here pro¬ 
perly the Board of I'rade, aCting as FaCtors of the Company, firft begin their Functions. It is here, 
or at the public Sales, wjiere the lnvefimentj 0 lpuld be made. And as the purchaling of fuch Goods 
at the current Price of the Country will difcQver their real Value, fo the Company will be thereby 
enabled to judge of the Profit of its Trade, which it cannot now do, at the undervalued Rate at which 
thofc Goods nnift be delivered to the Company, at the Expence of the Revenue. 

I could wilh the Gentlemen of the, Board of Trade would be pleafcd to explain to us the Principles 
on which they efiablilh thefe Claims, whether they think they have a Right to manage cveryArtide 
of internal and external Commerce: Amongfi; the Articles of the firfl;, are Salt, Beetle Nut,' and 
Tobacco; amongfi; the Articles of the latter, are Rice, Opium, Saltpetre, and all Kinds of manu¬ 
factured Silks and Cottons. 

. If both of thefe Trades are claimed, .whether they mean that.their Management fliould extend to 
the Whole of t.heir Produce, and to every Stage of their Manufacture and Sale. 

Or, whether they mean to limit their Mandgemcnt to fuch Parts only as are neceflary for the Com¬ 
pany’s inveftmeot, and what Articles are already manufactured for Sale. 

(Signed) J. Clavering. 

Governor General. 

I am of Opinion that it ought to be confidered as an Article of Invefiment, for the following 
Reafuns: 

Opium is cultivated and manufactured by the Hulhandmen, who contract to fell it at certain Prices 
to the Agents of the Contractor, who delivers it at a certain Price to the Company. It is received from 
the Contractor by the FaCtory at Patna, and fent dowp to the Prefidency, where a Part being re- 
ferved for the Trade of the .Settlement of Balambangan, the reft is fold at public AuCtion ; and the 
Produce, after deducting the Prime Coft and Charges, is fet apart as a Fund for Payment of the 
Gratuities prppofed to be alluwed to the Members of the late Council, in lieu of their Advantages 
of Trade, irQm which they interdicted chernfel^ves. 

Neither the Advances of the Provifion of this Article, nor its Produce, if my Memory do not fail 
me, for I have not had Tinjc to confult the Records, are entered in the Accounts of the Revenue t 
but the former are iftlied from the FaCtory at Patna, and the latter entered in the General Accounts 
of the Company, by the Accomptant. 

In this Procefs nothing appears that can denominate it to be an Article of the Revenue. 

The Contract differs in no RcfpcCl from other mercantile Contracts, but in veiling an exclufive 
Right in the Contractor; in other RefpeCts it is precifely upon the lame Footing as Raw Silk, Cot¬ 
ton, or any other Production of the Earth which is received in it? firft Form from the Labourers or 
Manufacturers. It is true, as has been premifed, that the Cha&s have not an Option to difpofc of 
it to any but the Agents of the Contractor; but to balance the ReftriCtion, and counteract its Efiedts, 
they have an Option to difeontinue the Culture of it; which no doubt they would do, and apply 
tlicir Lands to other Ules, if they did not find an equal Advantage in the Continuance of it. This 
is not the Cafe with the Salt Contracts; which are formed under Engagements that allow an in- 
difputed Right to the Labgur of the Manufacturer, as well as an exclufive Right in the Produce ; a 
pruferiptive Right, which has been ever maintained by the Government hitherto, and confidered as 
neceffary to the Revenue, which it derives from that Commodity. The Contract for Opium differs 
in other effential Points from the Contracts for Sale. The Salt has always been accounted a Branch 
of the Revenue. It is in fome Places paid in Kind by the Farmers inftead of Money; and, if I am 
not mifinformed, this was anciently^the Cafe with all the Salt manufactured in the Province. It may 
poffibly revert to this Mode, as the fame Perfons who manufacture it divide their Time and their Oc¬ 
cupations between the Cultivation ■)| the Lands and the Manufacture of Salt; and are equally ac¬ 
countable to the Farmers and the CoAtraCtors, or to the Agents ofGovernmcnt employed to fuperintend 
this Branch of their Property. The Arguments urged by the Provincial Council of Patna, are equally 
and literally applicable to the Provifion of Raw Silk, Cloths, and every other Article of Trade. 
And the exprefs Purpofc to which a Part of the Opium is applied, is indifputably the Provifion of 
an inveftment for the Company’s trading Settlement of Balambangan. 

After all, I think it a Matter of little Confequence on which Way the Queftion is determined. It 
may be hercatter, and therefore 1 wilh to be correCt in my own Opinion upon it. 

The Majority of the Board arc of Opinion, that it is an Article of the Revenue i and refolvc that 
the following Letter be written to the l^ard of Trade. 

3 To 
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' Tq . SiunwirMid^CM)/ EAitifre,' Preftd<tiH;, ^c. Members of tbe'^Bbifd of Trade. 

Gentlemen, 

On re-confideriBg the StibjjsA of your Letter of the ^th ult. we obferve you hare taken the Cliarge 
of the Opiutn latel/tranfmitted from the-Factory at Kcha; atid that it was your Intention to give 
Order* to the Members of the Provincial Council at Patra, concerning the future Difpaahcs of tlut 
Ariide: Hence we muft conclude, that you confider this Article as appertaining to your Depart¬ 
ment. And we think it neceflfary to inform you, we have thought proper to retain it under our own 
Charge, confidering it as immediately and neceflTarily conneded with the Revenue •, and we defire 
“that you will inform us, inwhat Manner you have dHpofed of the Opium Whith has been already 
fent down} and, if any Part of it has been difpofed of at public Outcry, in the Manner you mention 
to> have intended, we deGre you will tranfmit us the Account of Sales, together with any other 
Accounts relative to this Article. 

If this Subjeft fhould appear to you in a L^ht difierent from what we hate conceived *, or if 
you have any Arguments to oppofe to it, we (ball be glad to hear and conGder them. 

Fort 'Wilfiam, 

the tSth January 1775. We are, &c. 


EX’TR A C T of Letter from the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, in 
their Revenue Department, to the Court of Direftors i dated the 3d Auguft 1775. 

Par. 17. Having fully ConGdered the Mode adopted for the future Manufaflure of the Opium, 
we have refolved that it Giould be provided by Contrafb and, to prevent the Adulteration or De- 
bafement of this Article, we have determined that it fhould be manufaAuitd by the Contractor, in 
a Place appointed for that Purpofe by the Provincial Council of the DiviGon in which it is produced, 
and under the Superintendence of fuch Perfons as we may think proper to appoint for the Pur* 
pofe. 

iS. We accordingly advertifed for‘Propofals to be delivered in fbr the feveral Quantities which 
might be procured in the Perguonahs where k is .provided} and thofe received for Patna, are from 
Rupees 197 to 270 per Cheft} in which Place it was before contracted for at 320 Rupees, deliver¬ 
able in Calcutta at the Rifque of the Contractor. The Propofals for the Purnea Opium, are from 
23^ Rupees to 350 per Cheft, and thofe fbr Rungpore, Hbpees 240. The State in which the Pro- 
polals are now, you will be fully ittfornfed by our Proceedings of the tft Inftant. 

19. For the femarate Opinion* of the Governor General and Mr. Francis} and the particular i}thO(i»bcr 
Explanations tranfmitted by tbe Gentlemen of the Patna Council, we beg Leave to refer you to the 
Proceedings marked in the Margin. uo. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, in 
their Revenue Department, to the Court of DireClors} dated 24th November 1775. 

Par. 2. In the j8th Paragraph of our Letter of the sd Aueuft, we informed you of the advan¬ 
tageous Propoi'alU Which bad been offered for the ProviGon of the Opium the enfuing Seafon: We 
have accordingly accepted of thole prefented by Mr. Griffith and Mr. Wilton j the former, one of 
your Covenanted^rvants, for the fj^cific Quantity to be produced in Bahar, &c. of 2,980 Chefts, at 
180 Rupees per Cheft, and 2^ per Cent. Commifllon on the Produce of the Sales in Calcutta} and 
the Ofjers of the latter, being the loweft that were tendered to us, for the Quantity of One thoufand 
Chefts, to be provided in the DiftriCt of Bengal, at 240 Rupees per Cheft. 


APPENDIX, N" 62 . 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 23d May 1775. 

13 £ S U M E D the ConGderation of the Mode to be adopted for the Manufacture of the 
Opium. 

Read again the ExtraCl; of the Patna Letter on this Subjea, dated 27 March, and entered on 
the Proceedings of the 3d Inftant. 

Read again the Governor General’s Minute on this SubjeCt entered, on the Proceedings of tbe ste Arrcnfit, 
3d Inftant. ^ 

Read the following Minute of Mr. Francis’s on this SubjeCt. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Francis. 

t. My Objeaion to Monodies in eeneraH cooCderiog'thoth tik In- 

ftance, and ultimately deftruOtve of Revenue, has bcearepeatedly declared: Since, ic 

feems to be the Senfe of the Majority of the Board, that fO immediate Abolition of the Monopoly 
of Opium might not be expedieht for Company’s lifted'} It-feasaioa only to cdnfider and fix 
upon the leaft excepdooable Mode of cohdading it for anotief Year. 

2. 1 agree with the Governor General, that the whole Piod^ ought to be appropriated to the 
Compan/s Ufe, with an Exception only of the fpecific Quaiiffih}nifo»ly allowed to the French and 
Dutch; which I pfefume it is not meant to take away fiodt 'them. 

3. But 1 can by no Means admit the Propriety of placing th^ Members of the Council of Patna^ 
in the Situation of ContraAon ; which would be the Cafe^ if the ProVifion of all the Opium pro* 
duced in Bahar was committed to tbemi ** by their msking Advances to the Ryotts and Cultivators, 
** by receiving it from them, and manufacturing it in the Manner now done by the Cbntradtor." 

4. A Monopoly being an Aft of Power, ahd in its Nature opprefiive, the greater the Degree of 
Authority vefied in the Perfon by whom it is aftually exercifed» the more opprefiive it mult of courfe 
be. The Provincial Councils are the Reprefentatives of the Supreme Council, and in Efieft con- 
ftitute the Government of their refpeftive Provinces: As fuch, they poflefs a Power “and Influence 
which fhould be exerted only for the Proteftion and Controol of others. If once they were engaged 
in a Contraft for providing any Article produced in the Country under their Government, they 
might be tempted to employ the Power arifing from their PubUc Stations, in fupporting their ln> 
tereft as Contraftors. 

5. I do not doubt that they might provide the Opium on cheaper Terms tlisn Cny private 
Contraftor could do-, but as I am convinced that fuch Terms can only be made good at the Ex* 
pence of the Ryott and the Farmer, I Ihould chink ic unadvifeable to engage on very low Terms 
with any Contraftor, and particularly with Perfons who have the Power in uieir Hands to indem¬ 
nify themfelves at any Rate; and from whom the Ryotts and Farmers would in Faft have no Ap¬ 
peal. 

6. It is propofed, that the Revenue Council of Patna ihall make Advances to the Ryotts and Cul¬ 
tivators or the Poppy, and afterwards manufafture the Opium, as the prefent Contraftor does. 1 
conceive this is a mercantile Procefs, as it does not feem to differ from the common Method of pro¬ 
viding the Company's Inveftment at their Subordinate Faftories { as fuch, there may be a Doubt 
about the Propriety of committing the Management of the Concern to a Revenue Council. 

7. The Detail into which it would lead the Provincial Council, appears to me of a Nature little 
confonant to their Appointment as Colleftors. Thfl^ Time and Attention would certainly be di¬ 
vided, and too little left for a conftant Obfervation of the Progfcfs of the Manufafture, and the rcqui* 
fite Care for its Improvement: They would therefore be obliged to delegate their Charge to others •, 
probably to their private Servants, who would endeavour to convert it to their own immediate Ad¬ 
vantage, regardlels of every other Confidcration. 

8. The Power to be lodged in the Cuftom-Mafter, feems exceflive i and the Ponilhment for 
Smuggling too fevere i the Lofs of Goods ihould be fufficient 1 but by the Propofal, Seizure, 
Coftfifcation, and perfonal Punifiimcnt, are all to be inflifted by the fame Man, who is to have Half 
the Seizure for his Trouble i and ncverthelefs may, for aught that appears, be the greateft 
Smuggler in the Country. 

9. I hc Price of Salt will be advanced by the Improvement of the Quality \ on the other Hand, 
the Increafe of the Quantity will tend to lower it. 

The Reduftion of the Charges would, undoubtedly, on the Governor’s Plan, increafe the Com- 
miflion ; but perhaps ic ihould be confidered, whether the Parties concerned might not direftly gain 
more by fwelling the Charges, than by an Increafe of Commifiion in confequence of reducing them. 
This is a general, not a peribnal Confideration; * 

JO. As for the Appointment of an Agent to have the whole Management of the Bufinefs and Care 
of the Monopoly, I think it liable to many of the foregoing Objeftions t and alfo that it is too great 
aTruft to be repofed in any Individual. Befides receiving the Company’s CommiiTion, he vrould 
probably deal for himfelf, and find Means to turn the Monopoly, in a great Meafure, to his own 
Account. 

11. Upon the Whole I am of Opinion, that if it be not thought advifable to lay the Trade open, the 
beft Method, both for the Company wd the Country, will be to contraft with fome Native Merchants 
of known Credit and Charafter, upon fuch fair Terms as may enable them to make a reafonable 
Profit, without Iqucezing the Farmers or Ryotts, who cultivate the Lands : The Provincial Coun¬ 
cil will then be a Check upon the Contraftor i and if the prefent Salaries of the Provincial Councils 
be thought inadequate to their Stations, a Proportion of the Company's Profits by the Contra^, may 
be fet apart and divided equally amongft them. 1 am fatisfied of the Infufiiciency of their prefent 
Salaries; and 1 believe there is no ocher Fund out of which they can receive an Augmentation, 
lb properly as the Opium Contraft. 

As it is notorious, that the Quality has been debafed for fome Years paft, I would recommend, 
that fome Ikilful Perfons be appointed at Patna, to examine rhe Opium before ic be packed, and 
fuperintend the Packing j and to give a Certificate of the Quality and Condition of it when received 
from the Contractor. ^ 

The Quefiion is pur, Whether the Provifion of Opium (hall be made by Agency or Contraft ? 
Mr. Francis. 

I am of Opinion it fiiould be by Contraft with Perfons of Credit and Charafter. 

Mr. 
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Mr. Barwell. , „ ., ^ 

By Agency: The Purchafc of it from the Ryotts to be at fixed Rates, pubiiflied in all the 
Cutcherries through the Diftrifls ; ThU is neceflary to fecure to the J.abourer the full hke oi 
Labour j as otherwife it might be vaned, and the Value of the Land for xaifing Opium could 
not be afeertained. /: , 

The Honourable Mr. Monfon. 

By Contraft. 

General Clavering. 

I think it ought to be managed by Contraft; becaufe, as Mr. Francis has very well 
obferved. the Ryott can have ho Appeal from any Injuftice which may be done him, if the 
Agency be entrufted to thofe who conftitute the Government. It will be incumbent on the 
Provincial Council to take care that the Ryotts receive from the Contrailor the full Value of the 
ExtraA of the Poppy, and be not in any Manner opprefled by the Contractor.—Whether the 
Procefs of the Manufatfture of the Opium (hould be left to the Contradlor, or to a Faftor ap¬ 
pointed by the Council of Patna, ought to be confidered fcparatcly and independently of the Pro* 
vifion of it. 

Governor General. 

By Agency. For my Sea|fments at large on the Subjeft of the Provifion of the Opium, I beg 
Leave to refer to my Letter to the Board, entered on the Proceedings the 15th Ofkobcr 1773. 

Refolved, That the Opium be provided by Contraft. 

To prevent the Adulteration or Debafcment of the Quality of the Opium •, 

Refolved, that it be made a Condition of the Contra^, that the Opium in its crude State, or 
the Milk of the Poppy, (hall be brought by the Contraflor to the Place appointed for its Re¬ 
ception by the Provincial Council, and manufadured by him under the Supenntendance of a Per- 
fon or Pcrlbns appointed for that Purpofe by the Board. 

Refolved, That the following Advertifement be publilhcd in the Englifb, Perfian, and Bengal Lan¬ 
guages. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

Notice is hereby given, That the Honourable the Governor General and Council, in their Re¬ 
venue Department, have refolved that the Provifion of Opium ftiall be made the enfuing Sealbn 
by Contract: All Perfons therefore who are defirous of providing the whole Quantity or Opium 
produced in the Provinces of Bahar, Niapor, and Ghazyphore, on the following Conditions, are rc- 
quefted to fend in their Propofals, fealed, to the Secretary to this Department, on or before the 15th 
June next. 

The Opium is to be delivered at the Seat of the Provincial Council, in its crude State. 

It is to be brought by the Contraftor to the Place appointed for its Reception by the Provincial 
Council, and manufaffured by him, under the Superintcndance of a Perfon or Perfons appointed for 
that Purpofe by the Board. 

The Propofals arc only to mention the Price. 

Separate Propofals will alfo be received for the Produce of the other Divifions, on the Terms 
above-mentioned. 

It is further to be obferved. That none but Perfons of undoubted Credit and Charaftcr will be 
permitted to hold thefe Contrafts, as none but their pcrfonal Security will be required. 

Agreed, That the above Advertifement be circulated to the fcvcral Provincial Councils, with tiie 
following Letter. 


To Mr. Henry Cottrell, Prefidcnt, 8cc. Provincial Council of Revenue at Calcutta. 
Gentlemen, 

Enclofed we tranfmit to you an Advertifement, which we dcfire you will make public throughout 
your Divifion. 

Fort William, We arc, See. 

the 23d May 1775. 


Extract of-Bengal Revenue ConfuUations, the 18th July 1775: 

Several Propofals having been delivered in for the Opium ContraA, they are now opened. 
Many of the Propofals being in the Country Language, 

Ordered, That they he tyanl^tcd, and that an Abftraft of the Whole be prepared and laid before 
the Board next Council Day. 

Sat. Com. Rip. IX. JV APPENDIX, 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 3d September 1776. 
AD the following Lettter from Mr. Richard Griffith^ the Bahar Opium Contraflor* 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, E^re, Governor General, and the other Members of 
the Council of Revenue, at Fort William. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Some Time ago 1 was honoured with a Letter from your Secretary, dated the lotb of May. As 
it gave me the deepeft Concern to find that you were pleafed to deem my former Addrcft prema* 
turc, 1 Ihould not have prefumed again to intrude, were 1 not bound hlDuty toreprelent to you, that 
the Seafon for the Poppy Cultivation is now arrived. I beg Leave to acquaint you, that my Contraft 
was finally adjufied laft Year on the 1 ith Auguft, and though I arrived here in the Beginning of 
September, yet, as a confiderable Time neceffarily elapfed in making a general Adjuftnient of the 
Bufinefs, and appointing my numerous Agents to their feveral Stations, it abounds under many 
Difadvantages from the Delay, which the greateft Diligence on my Part has not been fufiicienc 
intircly to compenfate for. 

Having been fo fortunate to fuccced in providing and even exceeding the ftipulated Quantity, Two- 
thirds of which I have already manufactured, and brought the Remainder in its crude State into 
the Honourable Company’s Warehoufes, where it only waits for fair Weather to be manufa^ured, 
1 am induced to hope you will be pleafed to prolong my Engagements to a further Term in Rew 
liance of which, 1 have hitherto deferred attempting the Colltdtion of my Balances; for the Ryotts 
(on account of their late fevere Lofies) are at prelent utterly unable to pay me •, otherwife than by 
Idling their Cattle, and* other Implements of Cultivation, with which 1 furnilhed them at the 
Commencement of the Bufinefs laft Year. 

Patna, I am, &c. 

the 2 2d Auguft 1776. (Signed) Richard Griffith, 

Read the following Letter from Mr. Simeon Drost. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efqutne, Governor General, 8 fc, Council of Revenue, 
Fort William. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I beg Leave to offer the following Propofal to your Perufal, and at the fame Time to entreat 
you will indulge me with your Conient, if on Confideration it does not appear inconfiftent with 
the Intereft of the Company and the Country; It is, that I may be permitted to aft as the Ho¬ 
nourable Company’s Agent, for the Provifion of the Bahar and Ghazipore Opium, on thefe 
Conditions: 

To receive from the Council at Patna all the Cafli requifite for the Advances, at fuch Periods 
as may appear to me ncceffary 5 with which I will engage to purchafe the Opium on the bweft 
Terms it can be produced, and give a regular Account to the Governor General and Council, or 
to the Council of Patna, of all my Difburfements. 

I will likewifc engage to deliver into the Corapany^s Godowns »l Patna, the whole Quantity of 
Ghazipore and Bahar Opium, of the beft Quality which I am able to procure. 

I will alio engage that that Quantity (hall not be lefs than 2,960 Chefts, unlefs the Seafon 
prove particulaily unfavourable} in which Cafe I will not fail to give facisfa^ory Reafons for a 
Deficiency. . 

I will further agree to be bound, under any reaibnable Penalty the Board may think proper, In 
cafe of my cither failing to deliver to Jhe Company the whole Quantity of Opiqm I may procure, 
or making any Charge for the Provifiw of the faid Opium beyond what it aftually cofts. 

In return for my Labour and Attention to this Bufinefs, 1 requeft to be indulged with Five per 
Cent. Commiffion on the medium Price of the whole Sales in Calcutta, as alfo with the fame 
Support and exclufive Privilege of providing the Opium whi^ Mr. Griffith is now entitled to, 
by the Faith of Government, and the Terms of his Contraft. 

By this Mode, the Whole of the Opium will raoft certainly be procured of the beft Qpality, 
and the loweft and moft moderate Rate s nor will the Inhabitants, who cultivate this Article» run 
any Riik of being oppreffed, as it cannot be the IntereR of any Agent, to compel ibem co give 

thieir 
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their Opium at a Price under it* real Value, when the Company are themfelves the firft Purchafers; 
and on the other Hand, it muff be to my Advantage, to attend both to the (Quantity and Quality 
of the Opium I procure, (neither of which Purpofes could be obtained by injuring the R^tts or 
Manufafturers) as on them will chicBy depend the Profits ariftng to me from the CommilTion. 

If this Mode of condufting the Opium Bufincfs ftiould not appear eligible, and you determine 
on continuing it in the prefent Manner, I requeft your PerinifTion to have the Contract for the 
Year 1777 (or as many Years-as you may think proper) on the fame Terms in every Refpeft as 
Mr. Griffith now holds it. 

Calcutta, 1 am, &c. 

the 1 ft June 1776. (Signed) Simeon Droz. 

Governor General. 

As the Scafon is far advanced, which may render the future Provifion of Opium liable to much 
Lofs and Inconvenience unlefs the Mode of it be Ipccdily determined and as we have hitherto 
deferred coming to a Refolution upon this Subjeft, in kxpettation of receiving the Information 
which we direft the Council of Patna to furnifli us with, in ourL.etter of 16th ultimo, to which 
their Anfwcr is not yet arrived 1 1 move, That the Board may immediately determine this Point i and 
Jbr that Purpofe I propofe, firft, the following Queftion: 

Whether the Mode of providing Opium by Contraft, on the Plan adopted the laft Year, (hall 
be continued for the enfuing Scafon ? 

Mr. Francis. 

Tht general Principles, on which I have invariably condemned Mdnopolles, whether in the 
Hands of Individuals, or of Government, will not permit me to confent to the Continuance of 
this, or any other Monopoly of the Labour of the Subject. I do not mean to detain the Board 
with any further Arguments on this Subject. 

General Clavering. 

I think that the Monopoly of Opium (hould be the only Exception to the Abolition of all 
Monopolies; Whilft they exift, it is impoffible that the Country can recover from the State to which 
the Monopolies of various Kinds have reduced it. My Realbns for excepting the Opium is, that 
from every Information I have obtained, I am fully perfuaded, that whilft a Chief and Council 
remain at Patna, a Monopoly would cxift in fpitc of every Effort of Govefnment to abolilh it. 
The prefent Mode of providing the Opium by Contra^);, obviates every Objcdion that might cer¬ 
tainly be made to it, were the Provifion of it nominally left open, but in fad in the Bands of 
the Chief, whofe Power might extort from the Ryotts the Produce of his Lands, cih whatever 
Conditions he pleafed. As the Chief and Council can now have no Intereft in oppreffing the 
Ryotts, it is to be prefumed that they will take Care that the Ryott receives a full Compenfation for 
his Labour, and be not any ways opprelTcd by the Contrador. With regard to the Ghazipore 
Opium, I don’t think that wc have any Right to make a Grant of it to the Contrador; We arc 
under pofitive Engagements with the Rajah of Benares, to leave him independent in his Country ; 
the fending Gomaftahs into it, under the Authoriry of the Government, would, in my Opinion, be 
violating the Treaty that we had made with him. He pays a fpecific Sum to Government, and has 
a Right to derive every Advantage from his Country, chat its Fertility, and Induftry of its Inha¬ 
bitants, can make it produce. 1 am therefore of Opinion, that the Ghazipore Opium (hould not be 
included in Mr. Griffith’s Contrad. 

Mr. Francis. 

1 agree with Geoeral Clavering in Opinion refpeding the Ghazipore Opium. 

Governor General. 

1 am for the Queftion 

ad Queftion. 

1$ it the Refolution of the Board, that the prefent Contradors (hall be allowed the Continuance 
of their prefent Contrad* for the enfuing Scafon i 
Mr. Francis. 

1 agree to it, with the Exception of Ghazipore Opium. 

General Clavering. 

I agree to it, with the Esception of the Ghazipore Opium. 

^^ifbvcrnor General. ./•/-. a 

I agree to it, but without the Exception ; as I do not underftand that the prefent Contractor, 
Mr. Griffith, or any other Contrador, ever pofleflTcd the Power of fending Gomaftahs into the 
Ghazipore Country under the Authority of Government, or invefted with Privileges injurious to 
the Rajah’s Independency, or any of the Rights he poffcffcs as the Matter of that Country. This 
Government has an undoubted Right to levy Duties on the Merchandize imjMrted into it from 
other Countries, and even to preclude the Importation of it altogether. This Right I would re¬ 
commend to be exprcITed in the prefent Inftancc. The Regulations already in Force, for the levy 
5 



A P P E N D I X, N* 63 , 64 . 

ing of One Rupee upon every Seer of Opiiim imported, may be fufficient to prevent the frau¬ 
dulent Attempts which may be made to elude the Defign of the intended Contraft, by clandeftiiie 
Purchafes of Bahar Opium in the Name of Ghaaiporc Opium : I do not wjfh at this Time to la/ 
a heavier Reftriflion upon the Opium of Ghazipore. As it does not yet appear’ to be the Intention 
of the Board to repeal this Duty, our Opinions, though apparently different, do in reality coin¬ 
cide in the fame Point; but as the piefcnt Contratffor is exempted from the Duty, it may be ne- 
ceflary to determine, whether he fhall pay it upon fuch Opium as he may bring in common with 
other Adventures from the Diftridls of the Rajah of Benares, or the Province of Oude. To this I 
fliall have no Objeftion, if the other Members think it proper. He will be unable of courfc to de- 
liver the fame Quantity which he would othcrwifc provide of both Sorts, and the Difference will be 
in Part made up to the Government by the additional Duty levied upon foreign Opium, which 
would otherwife be imported by him Duty free, and by the fuperior Quality of the Whole of this 
Article provided on their Account. 

Mr. Francis. 

I think, that if the Contraftor brings any Ghazipore Opium into the Country, he mull Jo it 
on the lame Footing witli other Adventurers j the Duty appears to me rather high ; of courfc, 
if he was exempted from it, that Part of the Trade muft continue in his Hand. 

General Clavering. 

If Mr. Griffith were not fub}cft to pay the fame Duty with other Importers, it would be in 
Effeft giving him the Monopoly of the Trade. Whether the propofed Duty will favour the 
fair Trader, or promote the clandcftinc Importation of it, I cannot at prefent determine j burflf any 
reafonablc ObjcAion (hould be made to it, I think the Board may afterwards alter it. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Provincial Council of Patna, Dinagepore, 
and to the Superincendant at Boglepore. 

To Mr. Ifaac Sage, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Patna. 

Gentlemen, 

Having refolved to continue the Mode of providing the Opium of the Province of Bahar by 
Contrafl:, for the enfuing Year, wc direA you to continue that Affiftance and Support to Mr, Grif¬ 
fith, which we dlrcifted in our Letter of the i8th Auguft 1775, as we have renewed his Contraft 
for the enfijthg Seafon. 

We defirc you will obferve, however, that it is not our Intention to extend this Prote£lion to him 
in the Provifion of the Opium of Ghazipore, but that he is to be fubjeft to the Duty on all 
Opium imported from the Diftrift of the Rajah of Benares, or the Province of Oude, in common 
with other Adventurers. 

We defirc you will enquire, and inform us what Quantity of Ghazipore Opium has been delivered 
this Year by the Contraftor. 

Wcarc, &c. 

The I ft Paragraph to Dinagepore and Boglepore, in Favour of Mr. Wilton. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do communicate the Refolutions of the Board to Meffieurs Griffith 
and Wilton. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, 21ft July 1775; 

Tp H E Secretary delivers in the fijlowing Abftraft of the Propofals received for the Provifion 
of Opium, agreeably to the Orixrs of the laft Day* 


COMPARATIVE 
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C0 M F A R AT 1 V£ ABSTR AC 1 ' of th« Propofals for fupplying the Honourable Company 
with Opium by Concraft. 



At the Rate 

jprepofed for 
Bahar Opium. 

Dofor 

Gazipore 

Opium. 

At the Katea 

propeM for 
Nupar Opium. 

At the Rates i 

propofed for 1 
Purnea Opium. 

At theRatei pro¬ 

pofed for Rang- 
pore Opium. 

Mr. Dcviel. 

Per Cheft,containing 2 Maundsof 
76 S* \V' to the Seer, deliverable 
at Patna. — —. 

Sicca R* 

230 

230 

230 



Mr. Mackenzie, per Cheft - d* 
If deliverable at Calcutta, an Ad¬ 
vance of 10 Rupees per Chelb to 
be allowed on the Patna Price. 

197 

220 

250 



Mr. Wilton. 

If for 1 Year, per Cheft - d" 
If for 3 Years, d* — d* 

Deliverable at the Seats of the re- 
I'pedbive Provincial Councils. 

270 

260 

270 
• 260 

270 ^ 
260 

- 

240 

230 

Ram Kiften Mullick. 

Per Cheft of 2 Maunds, Patna 
■Weight — d* 

Deliverable at Patna. 

248 

268 

• 

268 



Govendram Tagoor. 

Per Cheft of 2 Maunds, Patna 
Weight — — d’ 

Deliverable at Patna. 

229 

249 

249 



Mohun Loll. 

PerCheftjifdcliverable atPatna d* 
If delivered at Calcutta • d* 

200 

210 

225 

235 

*35 

*45 



S,iii Goolab Chuod and Sait Abeer 
f htmd. 

1 ft t heft of 76 S‘ W — d* 
No Place of Delivery mentioned. 

260 

260 

260 


; 

i'vir. Flor. 

Per t heft, if deliverable at Purnea 


__ 


Sicca R* 250 


Ramtonoo Metre. 

Prr Cheft of Two Maunds — 
Deliverable at Rungporc or Di- 
nagepore. 

- 

- 


ArcotR*350 

1 ! 

Ramtonoo Dutt. 

Per Cheft of 76 Sicca Weight. 

- 

— 

- 

a6o 


Budiint Roy. 

Per Cheft — —, — 

- 

— 

- 

as5 


Nujam ul Dien. 

Per Cheft of ihefirft Sort, to con¬ 
tain a Maunds of 82 S* W*, 
and to be put up in Cakes — 

— 

— 

— 

1 ~ 

320 


Agreed, That the Subjeft do He for ConQderatlon, 'and that the Propofals at 
large be entered in a fepamte Set of Prpccedings, 


Com. Rep. IX. 
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' ' fe X T ll A CT ‘of-Bengal Revihiit Confultatiobs, ift Augud 17^^. 

Refumed the Subjcdl of the Propol'als delivered in the 21ft ultimo, for the Provifion of .Opium 
in Bahar, includitrg the Importation of Opiutiv from Ghazipore and Neapar. 

QueftiOrt puti 'Which of the Propdfals for thfc'Bahar Opium (hall be accepted ? 

Mr. Framrrs. 

As the Propofals from the Native Merchants, in whofe Favour I Ihould otherwife have been 
inclined, are lb much higher than other Propofals before the Board, that they will not bear 
a Comparilbn, we Ihould enter into the Conlideration of the lowed Propofals that are made. 
As 1 muft now decide upon that Principle, I think it material, that the Security which the Propofers 
may have to offer, fhould be very well weighed } -and I (hall give my Opinion in Favour of thofe 
which are accompanied with the bed Security, 

Mr. Barwell. 

Upon the Principle pf accepting the lowed Terms that have been offered, Mr. Griffith 
appears to me to have propofed the lowed and mod advantageous to the Company; In a 
Converfation 1 had with this Gentleman, I mentioned to him the Commiffion of af per Cent, 
as a great Enhancement of Hfe Tender; upon which we obferved, that it was the only Benefit re- 
ferved to himfclf, as we engaged to furnitb the Opium as much below the exprefs Sum of 190 
Rupees as it fhould turn out i and would be bound in Security, that it (hould not exceed that 
Price i but, ^hat if the Board were fatisfied to give him 190 Rupees, he (hould be well content 
with the intermediate BeneBt arifing between what he might pay for it and that Rate, and would 
with Plcafure give up the Conlideration of Commiffion. 

Mr. Monfon. 

As it appears from Mr. Barwell’s Minute, that Mr. Griffith has altered the Terms of his Pro- 
pofal, there fan be no longer a Doubt that Mr Griffith’s Propofals are the lowed •, but if fuch 
Methods are Co be taken for the Rule of our Conduft, I conceive it to be totally unnecclTary, upon 
any future Occafion, to advertife for Propofals t for as foon as thofe Propofals are opened, and the 
Conditions of them known to the Members of the Board, any Member who wilhes to Cerve his Friend, 
or his Friend's Conneclion, immediately on his Name, may make a Propofal lower than the others, 
which invalidates them. I therefore think Mr. Griffith’s Propofal, upon thefe Terms, ought not to 
be accepted. And if we arc to take the lowed Propofal offered, Security Ihould be required, and 
the Board left to determine upon their Refponfibility. 

Mr. Barwell. 

Colonel Monfon has put a Condru6tion upon a Recital of the Converfation I had with Mr. 
Griffith, very foreign to the Dcfign with which I gave it to the Board. From the Tenor of Mr. 
Griffith’s Propofals, it appeared to me that he wifhed to give his Labours to the Public, in the 
Provifion of the Opium, for a fixed Reward i and held out a Probability that this Reward 
would be paid him by a Reduftion in the Price of Provifion, as he offered to engage under a 
Penalty that it fliould not exceed the Price of 190 Rupees* but that it might come under it. 
To convince biylelf whether this was the Idea he intended to convey in his Propofals, when he 
waited upon qie, I put the Qiieftion to him; and he anfwercd in the Manner I have already in¬ 
formed the Board. With refoeft to any Fricndfhip or Attachment to this Gentleman, or the Influ¬ 
ence of any Inclination to befriend him, I really have none s I fcarcely know him by Sight: I think 
him a very young Man, and have my Doubts of the Extent of his Abilities being equal to the 
Talk he propolcs to undertake. Colonel Monfon’s Obfervation, as a general one, is certainly 
juft •, but as I cannot admit it to apply to the prefrnt Cafe, he will excufe me for dilclavming a Mo¬ 
tive for my Communication to the Board that did not fway me. 

Mr. Monfon. 

My Obfervation I meant as a general one, and not to this particular Cafe only. I do not fay, 
in my Minute, that Mr. Barwell has .any Acquamtance or Conneftion with Mr. Gnfiith * 1 only 
fay, that if a Member has an Incentic^ to ferve his Friend, and this Mode of accepting a Propofal 
from a Mciqber of the Board, in the Propofer’s Name, would certainly fet afidc all other Pro¬ 
pofals which (hould be made. My Obfervation on Mr. Barvrell’s Minute, was to obviate for the 
future fuch Propofals being made to the Board by a Member of it. 

General Clavtring. 

As to the Q^eftion, whether Gentlemen in the Service of the Company could hold Contrails, 
confidently with the Company’s Orders, was determined the other Day -in the Public Depart- 
ttent, in tbe Affirmative* lam now at Liberty to confidcr them upon the fame Footing as 
other Europeans, agreeably to the Oniers of the Court of Direflors, ordering us to accept the lowed 

Propofals 
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when good Security is offered. I am of Opinion, that whether it be Mr. Griffith, or 
Mr. Mackenzie^, or any one elfe, they fhould be called upon for their Security. 

Governor Gentr^L 

Upon the Principle laid down in my Minute of the 3d May, I prefer the Propofals of Mr. Griffith; 
being induced further to give him this Preference, from the Report which has been made to me, 
th.'.i ne IS a young Man of Undcrftandmg and acquired Falents, which qualify him for undertaking 
fo important a Charge. 1 have no pcrfonal Knowledge of him j I wifh to colleft the Opinions 
already given upon this Suhjeft } as they muff, in fome Meafure, guide-fny own. Should my Opi- 
nin in mour of Mr. Griffith proVe (ingutar, I fhould certainly drop it, to give the Aid of my Vote 
to the next Competitor whole Claims I ffiould think moff advantageous, f cannot colled! till fome 
other Perlbh'is mentioned. I-'muff decline giving my Vote in favour of any one. I beg Leave 
previoufly to obferve, that by the Terms of the Advertifement no Security ought to be required. 
I believe it was Underftood by this Expreffion, no Security fhould be required to make good any 
Deficiencies in the Contrad!or‘s Engagements: But I think we may confillicntly require a Security for 
the Contradlor's perfonal.Appcaraucc: And lb fir I agice in the Opinions which have preceded mine. 

Mr. Francis. 

It appears to me, that Mr. Griffith’s Propofals to fupply the whole Quantity produced ip, 
Bahar, Ghazipore, and Npa^p^rv each 190 Rupees, with a Commiffion of per Cent, on the 
Sales, IS, upon tire Face of ir, the moff adv-antag^us to the Company of any Propofal before 
the Board. If the other Members of the Board fhould agree in this Opinion, 1 (hall move. That 
Mr. Griffith be called upon to fix a fpccific Quantity of Opium, which he will engage to provide j 
and alfo give fuch Security as the Board will be fatisfied with, that he ^will fulfil his Engagein;ar.s, 
as he is not a Man of that public Credit and known Charadler, which would authorize us to accept 
of his Ferfbrval Security alone 1 think the Quantity of Bahar Opium, which he fhould be bound 
at all Events to provide, fhould be at Icaft equal to what the laft Cohrraftpr undertook for. 

Mr. Harwell. 

1 acquiefee in Mn Frandis’s Sentiments and Motion. 

Mr. Monftm. 

In my laft Minute t faid, that if the lowcft Offer was to be accepted, proper Security fhould 
be taken. As it now appears that Mr. Griffith’s is the lowed Offer, 1 acquiclce in it on the Con¬ 
ditions pjropofed ^ .Mf* Francis. , , 

. , '7 

General Clavering. 

1 acquicfce in Mr, Francis’s Propofal, that he fhould be obliged to deliver in Security* 

Governor GenerJ. 

I agree in Mr. I?rancis^s Motion, 

Refolded and Ordered, That Mr. Griffith be called upon accordingly. 

Mr. Griffith wrote to. That the Board having confidered his Propofals for the Provifion of the 
Opium of Bahat, Gaziporc, anvi Ncapar, they dcfirc he will immediately inform them, what 
fpecific Qiiantity of Opium he will undertake to provide, under fuch a Penalty as the Board fhall 
fix 5 and what Security he has to offer for the Payment of the Penalty. 

Mr. Franc+s-. . 

I am of Opinion that Mr. Wilton’s Propofals for Rungporc, Purnca, Boglepore, Baharbund, 
&c. Oiftridls, are the moft advantageous-, and that he fhould be called upon for his Security, and 
the Quantity he will engage to produce, in the fame Manner as Mr. Griffith is. 

Mr. Barwcll. 

I am of Opinion, that the Terms offered are much too high for the bafe Opium that is 
produced in ihofe Diffri^ls. It hardly ever Iclls within 150 Rupees per Cheft of the felling Price of 
the Patna Opium; 'and I know it can be provided within thofe Diftrifts at about i8o. If there¬ 
fore Terms more adequate than thofe now offered cannot be obtained, I would recommend an 
Agency for the Proyifioii of it. 


Mr. Monfbn. 

As Mf. has made Prppofals conformable to the Advertifement.publifhcd \ and as his 

Propofals appear to be more advantagtous to. the Company than any others propofed, 1 think 
they fhould be accepted. 


^It does not a^car, from any Information 1 can obtain, thtft .the Opium produced in the feveral 
Biftrifls deferibed in the Queftion, have ever yet been brought to the Company’s Account ; and 
2 confequeotly 
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^onfe^uoitly the Value of it has never yet been a&ertaioed by any Rates to which we cat) refer. We 
have no other Way pf judging; of the Propolais delivered in> but by the lowed Terms t thofe are Mr. 
Wilton’s. Agreeably to our Kefolution on the Produce of the Bahar Opium, 1 think the fame Security, 
and the fame Reftri^ions (hould b^ required of him as have been ordered to be of Mr. Griffith. 

Governor General, 

I agree with Mr. Barwell. 

Mr. Barwell, 

I beg Leave to inform the Board, that my Knowledge of the ProviGon of this Article, in the Dif* 
triids of Rungpore, Purnea, and Dinagepore, is from my long having traded in it: That while I was 
Kefident at Malda, in the Year 1766 and 1767, my ufual Provifion was from 300 to 400 Chefts per 
Annum, and that this Opium in its crude State did not Rand me in above lao Rupees perCheft; and 
I do npt believe but what at this Time it is to be purchafed from the Ryoit at that Rate. 

Mr. Monfon, 

I beg Leave to obferve on what Mr. Barwell has faid, that when he was Refident at Malda he then 
procured Opium in its crude State for 120 Rupees per Cheft. I can imagine that Mr. Barwell, from 
his Influence as Refidenr, did obtain it on fuch Termsas it may not be puflible for the prefent Propofer 
to procure it at, as he has no Influence under Government, nor cannot obtain it by any Means from 
the Ryott, but on fuch Terms as they think proper to fell it at. Therefore, I Ihould conceive, from the 
different Situations of Mr. Barwell and the prefent Propofer, that the Terms may not be fo difad- 
vantageops to the Company as Mr. Barwell feems to think. 

Mr. Barwell, 

It gives me Pain to make any Obfervation on what Colonel Monfoa has juft now been pleafed to 
enter upon Record } he feenft to be full of the Idea of every Confidcration being loft in the Purfuit of 
private InWreft, when that was the ObjeA of a Company’s Servant. My Situation, at the Period ro 
which he alludes, very happily precludes me from any Inflnuation injurious to my Conduct. The 
Diftri£ts from which the Opium was provided, were none of them under my Controul. bfr. Rumbold 
direfted one, and Mr. Sykes the other two. There were private Merchants likewife made their Pur- 
chafes at the very fame Rate that I did} and though I have that Knowledge of the Trade of this Coun¬ 
try, as not to permit me to be the Dupe of intervening Agents i yet if in all my Dealings a Tingle 
Inftance can poffibly be produced, where I have not paid to the full Value the Ryott might be enti¬ 
tled to, I would admit the PoffibUity of Colonel Monfon's being right in his prefent Reflexion. 

Mr. Monfon, 

It is not Amply my Idea, but the Idea of theLegiflative Authority of Great Britain, that the Collec¬ 
tors and Supervifors, and other Perfons in the Company’s Service, did not make an improper Ufe ot the 
Influence their Situations gave them, in carrying on the Trade of the different Diftrifts in thefe Pro¬ 
vinces; for it is exprefsly faid, that the Articles of Commerce lhall not be bought to he fold again in 
thofe Diftrifls. I did not mean by my Obfervation, to impute any particular unjuft Influence in Mr. 
Barwell oyer the Ryotts, or that he took from them the Opium by undue Means. What 1 fliggefted 
was only, that from his Situation, as Refident at Malda, I conceived he might obtain from the 
Ryotts that Article on more advantageous Terms than any common Contra£lor would be able to 
prpeure it. 

Rcfolved, That Mr. Wilton be called on in the Terms of the Order to Mr. Griffith. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confujtations, the lothMay 1776. 


j|[^ £ A D the following fetters from Mr. Griffith and Mr. Wilton, the Ophium Cootra^brs; 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and the other Gentlemen of the 
Council of Revenue, Fort William. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

As the Scafon for receiving new Propofals fm* the Ophium Contrafts nearly approaches, 1 hope 
you will pardon the Neceffity which urges mp to call upon your Attention, in order naore fully to lay 
before you the Nature and prefent Situation of this Bufinefs. 

Tff6 
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The Severity of the Drought had deprived the Ryotts of all Power to profecute the Cultivation of the 
Poppy, without the greateft Affift&ncefrom me. The heavy Loflei they have fullained in the Khurruff 
and Boddory Harvelti, hardly left them the Means of fupporting themfelves till the ripening of the 
Rubby i in confequence of which, I found it unavoidably nece/Tary to snereafe the ufual Advances, to 
i>3d. more than had been cuftomary •, befides which, I was obliged to incur a very confiderable Kx- 
pence, by digging Wells in feveral Parts, where the Drynefs of the Seafon had deprived the Ryotts of 
the ufual Refervoirs to water their Lands'-, by thefe Means I prevailed upon the Ryotts to remain irt 
the Country, which an oppofite Conduft would have obliged them to defert; and, by the large En¬ 
couragement which I gave, had the good Fortune to introduce the Poppy Cultivation into feveral Per^ 
gunnahs, where it had been before unknown. The Ryotts finding in me an indulgent Proteftor, 
applied themfelves to the Culture of their Grounds with Alacrity, and thereby, in fome Mcafure, re¬ 
paired the unhappy EfFc£ls of the Drought t which, together with the Lofsof Time occafioned by the 
Delay in my Coniraft, muft otherwife have proved fatal. 

Scnfible of the Arduoufnefs of the Talk which I had entered upon, under fo many and great Difad- 
vantaaes, I, conddering my Charafter at Stake for the Accomplilhmcnt of my Engagements, deter¬ 
mined to facrificc every other View to that alone; in order therefore to prevent the Icaft Interruption 
to the BuHnefs, or Severity to the Ryotts, by the ColleAion of the late Contraftor's Balance, I took the 
Whole upon myfelf, at a certain Lofs, and thereby removed (as far as was in my Power) every Obllacle 
to the Cultivation. 

Having but a fmall Capital of my own, I was confcqucntly obliged to take up large Sums of Money 
at Interefts the Whole of which, together with the Advances I have received from Government, are 
now outftanding in the Country. Had the Seafon been favourable, I might have hoped to realize my 
Balances in Ophium, and to have reimburfed myfelf for theExpenccs i had been at, by the Premium 
allowed for an Encreafe in the Quantity but as the Severity of the Weather, by Ihortcning Produce, 
has deprived me of thofe Advantages, and I can now expcdl to provide very little or nothing more 
than the Quantity fur which I have contrafbed, I Ihall be involved in infupcrable DiHiculties, unlefs 
you are pleafed to prolong my Engagements to a further Term *, as the didrefled Situation of the 
Ryotts mufl utterly difable them from paying my Balances, which if I were this Year to attempt the 
Collcdlion of, would caufe a general Defertion t a more favourable Seafon may enable them to dil- 
charge their Debts, and Experience having already taught them to confide in me, they will doubtjefs 
exert themfelves in improving the future Cultivation, as they are fenuble it is not ray Delire, and 
would not in that Cafe be my Intereft, to diftrefs them. 

The Fafts here attelled arc of public Notoriety; and I am certain, upon Application being'made to 
the Gentlemen of the Patna Council, will be confirmed by them. I Ihould not, however, have troubled 
you with a Relation of thefe Circumftances, but rather have acquiefeed in the DilHcuUies which un- 
forefeen Accidents had brought upon me, were I not convinced, by Ertpericnce, of the dangerous Con- 
fcqucnces enfuing from a Yearly Change of Contraftors, which, with the greateft Deference, I beg Leave 
CO lay before you, iuid at the fame Time to point out the falutary EfFeifts which may be experienced by 
prolonging the Management of this Bufinels in the Hands of the fame Perfon. 

As the Extent and Improvement of the Poppy Cultivation folcly depends on the Mcafurcs adopted 
by tlie Contraftor, it is unqueftionably his Intereft (when his Engagements are for a long Term) to 
condud himfeif with that Juftice and Lenity which is the only Mode of conciliating the good Opinion 
and Confidence of the Ryotts, and thereby encouraging them to pay their whole and unremitted At¬ 
tention to the Produce of their Lands •, they will then, and not till then, heartily join with the Contradlor 
in extending the Cultivation, and readily adopt any Mode which he may point out for the Improve¬ 
ment thereof. Thefe happy Effeds can never be experienced, while the Engagements are limited to 
One Year j the Cotrtrador, having no future Objed, finds it neceflary to txad his utmoft Dues from the 
Ryott, who, as he expeds a new Maftcr, his whole Attention is confcqucntly bent on taking Advan¬ 
tage of the Ignorance and divided Authority of the new and old Contradors, whofe Views and Interefts 
being diredly contrary, muft conftantly clafli with and oppofe each other s for the Conrrador who 
makes Advances from September till the Month of March following, is not able to colled in the 
"Whole of his Opium till the Beginning of the next Year, at which Time he muft unavoidably have 
feveral Sums outftanding from different Ryotts, who have not completed their Engagements. 'I’hc 
old Contrador will infift upon colleding thefe Balances j in confequence of which, the Ryott either 
abfeonds, or pays him the Advances which he has juft received from the new Contrador to prepare his 
Land for the enfuing Crop j in cither Cafe, not only the Cultivation, but the Revenue of the Country 
muft confiderably fuffer. 

The Mamifadure of Opium is an Art which requires long Experience, joined with the moft minute 
Attention, to become Mafter of. I had made it an Objed of my particular Enquiries, long before 1 
undertook my Contradj and am convinced that great Improvements may be made on the prefent Mode. 
This, however, cannot be hoped for, but by the continued Study and Obfcrvation of the fame Con¬ 
trador. The Manufadurers, accuftomed to one cftablilhed (though perhaps erroneous) Mode, will 
never of themfelves change it -, and though it is the Contrador’s Intereft to improve the Qi^iality, yet 
this cannot be accomplifhed without many Experiments. A new Contrador takes Charge of his 
Bufinefs, totally ignorant of the Nature and Procefs of it,-and before he has Time to become I'lifficiently 
acquainted with it, his Contrad expires, which abfolutcly precludes all Pofiibility of Improvement in 
this Branch. 

P 


Sxu Com. Rep. IX. 


If 
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If the Confideratioh of theft Circumftanccs fhould indu^ you to extend my Contrail: to a fonger 
Time, I fhall make it my whole Study to realize the Expectations of Government, by a confiderable 
Improvement in the Quality, and Encreaft in the (family of the Opium. 

' I am, with the greateft Refpeft, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient 

humble Servant, 

(Signed) Richard Griffith. 


To the Honoufablc Warren Haftings, Efquirc, Governor General, and the Council of Revenue. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

The Seafon was fo far advanced laft Year^ before the Conttadl for the Rungpore, See. Opium was 
figned, that my People did not arrive at the different Places where it is produced, till many Months 
after the Advances ought to have been made. This Circumflance will not only confiderably aftefc 
the Qiianiicy of Opium, but will fubjeftme to great Lofs, from the Preparations I made for fulfilling 
my Engagements with the Company. 1 fent out an Eftablifhmenc for manufadfuring t,ooo or j ,aoo 
Cherts i but the Latenefs of the Seafon would not permit me to get Half that Quantity : When this 
extra Expcnce, therefore, comes to be added to the reduced Quantity, it will greatly enhance the Price. 
Befides all this 1 run the Rifque of Rill greater Lois by outrtanding Balances, unlefs you lhall be 
plcafed to afford me Affiftancc. 

I have fpared no Expcnce of any Kind, but fear that ftill it will be impofliblc for me to procure i 
Qiiantity, in any Manner adequate to my Expedations, whep I gave in Propofals for the Contradt. 
At the fame Time, I am ftill perfuaded that the Quantity prope^d, or even a greater, may be procured, 
if it ftiall pleafe you to extend the Terms of the Contra^ for Three Years longer. 

This is the proper Seafon for making Advances to any Advantage. My Contradt does not expire 
till the 31 ft of December, and if a new Contradt is entered into, and new People fent up, the Confufion 
and Lofs to ail Parties will be endlcfs ; but it will fall chiefly on the Company, in the unavoidable 
Dirtrefs and Ruin of the Ryotts. 

This is fo well fet forth in a Letter from a Perfon on the Spot, that I hope you will pardon 
my taking the Liberty of enclofing a Copy. Every Inconvenience will be avoided by the propofed 
Prolongation *, and the Board may reft fecured, that every Chittack which I can procure, lhall be moft 
faithfully delivered to the Company. 

1 have the Honour to be, with the utmoft Refpedt, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Calcutta, Your moft obedient and moft 

May 10th 1776. humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. Wilton. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from Mr. Pagan at Purnca. 

‘‘ I have .'.Iready written you regarding the next Year’s Contradt. I have there faid, that this is ther 
“ Seafon for making the Advances, if the Quantity is to be encreafed, and that it may be encreafed 
** to any Amount. I muft now obl'erve, chat in the Advantages arifing to Government in this Ein- 
“ creafe, is to be confidered, not only the Profits they receive from the Sales, but alfo the additional 
“ Revenue they receive from the Lands; as chcMulgarary paid on Opium Grounds is in moft Places 
“ upwards of hour Ttmts more than that paid on any other Lands. 

“ .Should Government be defirous of encreafing the Quantity of Opium, they muft grant the Con- 
“ tradt for a Term of Years, fo that the Contradlor may be able to make Advances with an Eye to 
“ Improvement, and he will find his Advantage in encouraging and protedling the Ryotts, whereas, a 
“ Yearly Contr.idloi will endeavour to make the moft of it, without any View to Futurity; and as he 
mull inevitably have outftanding Balances, which his Succeffor may not chuft to take off, the 
“ Ryotts of courfe muft be diftreflld to pay them; whereas, had he the Comraft fora Term of Years, 
“ what they could not pay the firft Spafon, they might work off the next, which would prevent the 
Hardlhip and even Ruin of thoi.* jl^ffamics, from whom Balances are collcdlcd in ready Money. 
“ Authority cueht alfo to be given .he Contradlor to protcdl the Ryotts from Oppreffion ; to which 
“ nothing would contribute fo much, as allowing him to colledl the Revenue on the Opium Grounds, 
“ at tlie Rate at which it now ftands in the Company’s Books. As the Ryotts have nothing to pay 
“ ihc-Re venues with but what tbi y receive from the Contradlor, his dcdudling the Amount of the 
“ Revenue from the Price of their Goods, and paying it to the Officers of Government, would be a 
“ much e,i[ier and fimpler Method of colledling it than the prefent; belides the i.mmenfe Advantages 
“ the Ryotts v.'oiild receive in being freed from the Oppreffion of every Petty Zemindar, Muifuddy, 
“ &c. of Governmenr, who colledl under the Name of Cuftoms, &c. a confiderable Amount above 
“ the real Mulgurraree, and who, the Inftant they take a Picqiie againft any of the Contradlor’a 
“ People, confine the Affaraics, under Pretence of colledling the Revenues, to the utter Ruin of their 

“ Crops, 
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^ Crops* and of courTe th« Lofs of the Contraaor*! Advances. Should the Contraftot’s People in- 
** terferc, any Defkiency in the Colledioos is then imputed to this interpofition.” ^ 

Refolyed. That the Application of the Opium Contra<flors is premature; that the Board will re- 
folve on the Propriety of prolonging the Contrafts, when they (hall have had Experience of the Punc¬ 
tuality with which they have fulfilled their a£lual Engagements. 

Ordered, That this Refolution be communicated to them by the Secretary. 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Revenue 
Department, to the Court of DireAors; dated the 18th November 1777. 

OPIUM. 

Par. no. TN the ijth Paragraph of our Letter of the 20th September 1776, we informed you of 
our having continued the Contradt for the Provifion of this Article, with the Contradlors 
of the preceding Year. ^ 

121. Mr. John Mackenzie havingi^jlRrcd to provide this Article on the fame Conditions as thofe 
Gentlemen, for the Term of Three Years, and to pay to Government, at the Clofc of every Year 
of his Contradl, Ten timufand Sicca Rupees t on Condition, that if he Ihould require larger Ad¬ 
vances than the Half, which the Terms of the former Contradlors entitle him to, he Ihould receive 
the fame at his Kequifition, and that he would give fufficient Security for the Public Money. 

122. Wc refolvcd therefore to grant the Contraft to that Gentleman for Three Years certain,’ 
unlefs Orders from you (hall be received within that Time, to relinquifli your excliifive Property in 
the Trade of Opium, and to make it free*, in which Cafe it is ftipulated, that Contradt (hall 
notwithftanding remain in Force till the Expiration of the current Year (included %ithin the Months 
of Odtober and September) and then ceafe. 

123. Some Debate having arlfcn on a Motion made by General Clavering, that it fiiould be a 
Handing Rule of the Government, that all Contradls that might hereafter be made (hould be annulled, 
in cafe the Company might difapprove them} wc beg Leave to refer you to our Proceedings of the 
i6ch and 2oth May. 

124. The Board of Trade, in their Letter of the 23d May, thought it neceflary to remonftrate 
againll our Acceptance of Mr. Mackenzie’s Propofals, for the Rcafons therein dated ; but as it was 
not without having duly and attentively weighed the Order that had been received from vou, refpcdl- 
ing the Provifion of that Article, that wc granted it by ContraiH to Mr. Mackenzie for the Space 
of Three Years 5 and as your Orders, under Date the 15th December 1775, were iffued in confe- 
qucnceof a Reference formerly made to you upon this SubjcA, in which all the Arguments on both 
Sides of the Queftion were minutely detailed, wc cannot fuppofc, that a Decifion fo formally 
paired, is likely to be repealed by you, by the EfFeft of a Recapitulation of their Prcccnfions •, and 
did not think it necelTary, therefore, on fuch Grounds, to infert the Claufe, which they propofe, that 
the Continuance of it (lioiild depend on your Orders. 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council at Fort William in 
Bengal, in their Revenue Department, the i6th May 1777. 

R ead the following Propofals from Mr. Mackenzie, for the Provifion of the Opium of Bengal 
and Bahar. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Uoderftanding that the Period of Time for which MelTrs. Griffith and Wilton engaged to furnifh 
the Ankle of Opium, is nearly expired, and having very attentively perufed the Covenants entered 
6 into 
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into between your Honourable Board and thefe Gencleihet^ 1 wUIi Deference fobdiit the flblW'' 
ing Propofals> for providing the Opium, the Growth of the Provinces of Bengal and Bahar,' to your 
Confideration: 

ift. I will bind myfelf to deliver the full Quantity ftipulated for by the prefent Contradtors, at the 
fame Rates, under the fame Penalties, and in the fame Mode, as is exprefTed in their feveral Con- 
trafts, for the Term of Three Years. 

2d. I lliall be entitled to an immediate Advance of One Half the Price on the Whole Quantity of 
Opium I engage to deliver within the Year. 

3d. On the Clofe of every Year, I will pay into the Company*s Treafury 10,000 Sicca Rupees, ai 
4 Confideration for my holding the Contrafb t and for this Condition, that if, in the Courfe of Bufir 
nefs, I fhould require larger Advances than the One Half before-mentioned, the fame lhall be made 
at my Requifition, provided it Be within the Total of the Sum to which the Opium I engage for 
amounts. 

4th. I will give fufiicient Security for the Public Monies I (hall at any Time receive, and fuch 
other Securities as the prefent Contradors give. 

Should thefe Propofals be accepted by your Honourable Board, they will not only give to the 
Company a nett Gain of 30,000 Sicca Rupees, and encreafe the (^lantity about 400 Chefis a Year, 
but they will alfo enable me to improve the Quality, and protefb the Ryotts, who, from every In« 
formation I have been able to obtain, fuffer great Hardlhips and Diftrefles from a frequent Change 
of Concraflors. Your granting me the exclufive Privilege of manufafturlng the Opium for a Term 
of Years, will make it my Interefi to cherifh the Inhabitants; and Experience will teach them to 
conBde in me, and like wife encourage them to apply ,themfclves to the Culture of their Lands with 
Checrfulncfs and Alacrity. Thefe defirablc Effedls can never be felt, wbilft they have a Yearly 
Change of Matters, as the Contraftor, in that Cafe, confines his Study and Attention folcly to 
temporary Advantages, without any View to future Improvd|p|it, or the Cultivation of this valuable 
Branch of Revenue. 

If your Honourable Board Ihould be pleafed to approve of the foregoing Propofals, permit me td 
alTurc you, that I will exert myfelf to merit your Approbation, and that I (hall invariably adt uponr 
a Plan of Moderation in making my Purchales, and Ibew every Indulgence in my Power to 
the Ryotts, to whom I am refolvcd to give a full Compenfation for their Labour and Induftry. 

I have the Honour to be, with the greatett Refpeft, 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Calcutta,'^ Your moft obedient and 

i6ih May 1777. moft humble Servant, 

(Signed) John Mackenzie* 

Agreed, That the Propofals of Mr. Mackenzie be accepted. 

General Clavering, 

I have always profefled myfelf an Enemy to this Monopoly, as well as to that on Salt; and have 
never yielded my Attcnt to the Continuance of this, but from the clear Conviftion that I have, that 
a Monopoly cannot be prevented, whilft the Company’s Servants remain in the Provinces, vefted 
with great Power and Influence *, and from believing, that many of the Evils arifing from a Mono¬ 
poly, will not be experienced by its being in the Hands of an Individual, without Influence, controlled 
in the Exercife of his Authority by the Provincial Councils, or the Company’s other Revenue Ser¬ 
vants. 1 however do only agree to the giving Mr. Mackenzie the Term of Three Years, on the 
Two following Conditions: That the Company do not difapprovc the Continuance of the Monopoly 
of Opium, and, That the Company’s Right to make this Monopoly be not decided againft them in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature within that Time. : 

Governor General, 

I agree to the Propofals, with the Refervations exprefied by the General i but propofe this Amend¬ 
ment to them. That the Contraft be granted for One Year certain, without any Exception > iniTfor 
the Two laft Years, with the Refervations exprelTed in the General's Minute. 

Mr. Barwcll, * 

I have already accepted Mr. Mackenzies Propofals. I think General Claverhig’s Prdpofitions to be, 
though not in exprefs Terms, a RejeAi'inlof Mr. Mackenzie’s Propofals. If the Company do not ap- 
prove, or if the Court of Judicature de.;idc againft the Right of the Company to make a Monopoly, 
under thefe Circumftances, it is to be in the Option of the Board to annul the Contraft that Mr* 
Mackenzie offers to engage in for the Provifion and Manufadlure of the Opium, I am againft fubjeAing 
any Contrador to any Contingencies, tli.(t may give an Opening to any Member of the Board to 
move for a Diffolution of his Contraft. The Nature of the one now before.us is, for a certain Ser¬ 
vice, to be performed under certain Conditions) which Conditions arc, the Payment of certain Sums 
of Money, and a Stipulation to exclude all, excepting the Perfon contraded with, from purchafing. 
If the Power does not exift in the Government to fupport him in the exclufive Privilege, the Con- 
trad from that Inftant is annulled, not by the Choice of any Member of the Board, but by the. 
fujperior Power of the Laws direding the. Government, if in this Cafe, as I do pot apprehend it 
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bf w| iin(U(H}er PlivUcg?, «nd \bi Uws decide agalnft ua. I 

thlpk ^ ISsfaiWdnf ^ thO Approbatiflft of tbo Cpnapafty,” ia unuM Did I fee it in any 

otner Connil^ pr oj^e( 9 i#rt$Oli Otber Occafiona, I aoyld not remark upon it % if it is agreed to in 
tbe 4 it be inferted in eyffjr ContraCi whatever that is not yet Igned, 

General Clavering, 

I cannot conceive how my Acquiefcence to the Propofal, with the Two Provifoea annexed, can be 
confidered.as the E^je^ion €i( tht Propofah If the Two Contingencies, againfl: which I have ex¬ 
cepted, do not happen, the Propofer will, with my Confent, enjoy an indifputable Right to his Con- 
traA for Three Years. In cafe tht)fe Contingencies do happen, I fliould be forry to fee this Govern¬ 
ment bovnd; by any Tie againft the Execution of the Company's Intentions, or to be fubjefted to a 
l^nalty for the Kon^per^mance of Conditions on their Parc, which it will be no longer in their 
Power CO fu)j|l The Court of Dire^Ofs have exprefTed, on fp many Occafions, their Horror of 
MonopoUea, and their Defiie to encourage a general Freedom of Trade, that 1 do not dcfpair, that 
whenevcv thay can have Leifure to perufe with Attention the Records of this Government, they will 
devifa fbme Meant of Apcnring the latter by deftroying thd former. No Obdacles therefore ought to 
be cftablilhed by ourfclves which may prevent the Execution of their Commands, fliould they ar¬ 
rive before the Expiration of the Contract. I not only agree to Mr. Barwell’s Amendment to my 
Mution for this Coatrofl, and any others that have not now been figned, being fubje^led to the Ap> 
probation of the Comfiany ; but I will go further, and propofe, that it be made a (landing Regu¬ 
lation of this Government, that all Contrads that may hereafter be made, (hall be annulled in cafe 
the Company difapprove them. I introduced the Provifo of the Company’s Right to make a Mo¬ 
nopoly, oetng not decided againft them, in order to fecure the Company againft a Penalty in cafe the 
Law decided agatnft their Right of granting an cxclufive Privilege. The Governor General and 
Council well know, that the Subject has been much expatiated upon by one of the Judges in the 
Court. ' 


Governor General, 

1 beg Leave to amend my Opinion, and to offer the following Propofuion in lieu of it: 

That theContraA be granted to Mr. Mackenzie for Three Years certain, pnlefs Orders from the 
Court of Direflors (hall be received within that Time to rclinquilh their cxclufive Property in the 
Trade of Qpium* and to make it free t in which Cafe, that it be ftipuKued that the Contraft (hall not- 
wtthftanding remain in Force till tht Expiration of the current Year, included within the Months of 
Oftober anq September, and then ccafe. 

JRcfblved, That the Contrafl be granted to Mr. Mackenzie for Three Years certain, unlefs Or¬ 
ders from the Court of DircAors (hall be received within that Time, to relinquifh their cxclufive 
Property in the Trade of Opium, and to make it free} in which Cafe, that it be ftipulatcd that the 
ContraA (hall notwithftanding remain in Force till the Expiration of the current Year, included 
within the Mondts of OAober and September, and then ceafe. 

Warren Haftings, 
Richard Barwefi. 


EXTR AC T^jof the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, at Fort William in Bengal, 
' in iheir Revenue Depzrtmeni, toih May 1777. 

Read and appToved the Proceedings of the i6ih Inftant, 

General Claveribg, , 

Having propo^d at the laft Meeting, that a Claufe (hould be inferred in Mr. Mackenzie’s Con- 
traft, ftlpuiating that it (hould be annulled in cafe the Company difapproved it j to which Mr. 
Barwell propofed an Amendment; viz. That the fame Stipulation (hould be inferted in every 
Contraft that was not yet flgned ; I now propofe that it be made a Refolution of this Government, 
that every ContraA which may be granted hereafter by the Governor General and Council, (hall be 
(ubjefted to the fame Limitation, and liable to be annulled within Months after the Receipt 

of any Orders or InftruAions from the Court of DireAors, difapproving of the fame. 

Mr. Barwell, 

I think there is an Irregularity in reviving a Debate that has been formally clofed on laft Council 
Day, when no new Circumftances are fet forth to in6uence a Re-confideration of the SubjeA. The 
Remark I made on the General’s Propofuion, was only to point out the Particularity of it, on the 
Occafion on which it was made « and in cafe it was agreed to, that the Rule (hould bie genera], and 
not partial, to operate on Mr. Mackenzie. The Governor General in this Debate amended his 
Opinion, and made a Propofuion which wa%?unanimou(ly refolved, and precluded the NecefTity of 
any further DifcuBlon on the IncroduAion of a Novelty in the Engagements of this Government, 
not thought of but on the late Occafion. I fee no NecclTuy for our debating a Rule to be adopted 
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oponf the Speculation of any Member of this Cooncili unle(s k fprings out of fotne Matter that is' 
already before the Board, or to be brought before the Boar^ At prefent there ii nothil^^hiefore the 
Board, and I therefore confider there is an irregularity in reviving, as a Motion, what palled fimply 
in the Courfc of the Debate of lafl: Day. The Subje^ it related to is fitwlly conclu^d. < If there^te* 
the General means to put any Queftion upon this, I fliall move the previous ^eftion> 

General Clavering, 

1 undcrlland that my Qiiellion is before the Board. They titi^ do with it as they pleafe.' 

Governor General. 

As the Queftion propofed by the General is not put in explicit Terms, the Words, " Ihall be fub- 
jefted to the fame Limitation,” leaving it to be collcaed from the Suhjeft of the former Debate, to 
which it has no immediate Relation, I will defn^ the General*s Permiflion to ftate it in the Terms 
of the Queftion, leaving out thofe Words, “ jtkat it be rcfolved, that every Contraft which may be 
“ granted hereaf ter by the Governor General apd Council, Ihall be annulled within Months after 
“ the Receipt of any Orders or Inftruftions from the Court of Direftors, difapproving of the fame.” 

General Clavering, 

I thought my (^eftion very clear before, and required no Elucidation s but provided it be agreed 
to, I am I'atisfied that the Governor General may have the Merit of the Amendment. 

Governor General, 

I did not mean it as an Amendment*, I meant only to prevent Doubts in the Meaning of the Queftion: 

I therefore withdraw my Statement of it. 

General Clavering, 

I propofe the C^ieftion in the Terms ftated by the Governor. 

Mr. Bar well, 

I move the previous Queftion. 

Mr. Francis, 

When Contrafts arc granted for Terms exceeding One Year, I think a Claufe of thfc Nature of, 
that propofed by the General may be very neceflary, otherwife 1 can forefee the Podlbilicy that the 
whole Patronage of this Government, for many Years to come, may be appropriated by any one 
ading Adminiftration. At leaft it ought not to be out of the Power of the Court of Directors to pot 
a Limitation on the pofTible Abufe which a future Adminiftration might make of the Powers vefted. 
in them to grant Contradis. 

. I fay this abftraftedly from any Faft whatfbever, and I defire it may be fo confidered. The Ar¬ 
gument, as it appears to me, is fo ftrong in favour of the General’s Motion, that I ftiould hope Mr», 
Harwell will not think it fufficiently anfwered by qualhing the Queftion. 

Mr. Barwcll, 

I acquiefee in the Force of Reafoning advanced by Mr. Francis, in Favour of the General’s Motion; 
at the fame Time I conceive much Inconvenience to this Government in adopting it literally as ex- 
prefTcd by General Clavering. Any provifionary Claufe in a Coniraft, ought to be of the Nature of 
the Amendment unanimoufly agreed to on theOccafion that has given Rife to this Debate. Neither 
in this Government, nor in the Company, Ihould exift the Power of transferring at Pleafurc the 
Rights an Inilividual may hold on certain Propofitions, which arc thought beneficial to Government, 
and once accepted. It is againft this I have all along contended, and Ihall always contend. I was 
not at the Board, and therefore cannot pofitively affirm, when a Contraft was ^granted for a longer 
Period, whether the Propofition now offered was fuggefted or not. The Company are fully ac¬ 
quainted, from Year to Year, of the Tranfaftions of this Government* and I Ihall always with De- 
terence regard the Degree of Controul they may be plcafcd to exercife i but I make no doubt they 
will both perceive the Rcafonablenefs and the Propriety, when a Queftion is agitated that may be 
conftrued to arife from a partial Caufe, i^at I adhere to my previous Queftion. * 

General Clavering, i 

My Propofition does not feem liable tdany Inconveniency, unlcfs the limiting the Powers of this 
Government, in Cafes wherein they may abufe their Authority, may be confidered as fuch.—I objed; 
to the previous Qiicftion. 

Governor General, ^ 

I approve ot the Principle of the Queftion, buti difapprove the Application of it to an univerfal Rule, 
becaule Cafes may happen which may neccITarily require the Extenfion of Contradbs to a long Period;. 
and whenever thefe Cafes happen, I prefume that the Board is competent to grant the Contrails, 
without fuch a Uefervation as is exprelTcd in the Queftion, and where the Neccifity requires it, it 
will therefore become their Duty to grant them. I Ihall think, that for my own Part,. I have per- ‘ 
formed my Duty to my Employers, if I conform to the Spirit of the propofed Rule, by adopting it 
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in the Determination of my own Opinion on all Propofals for Contrafts which may be hereafter brought 
before the Btftrdrand which do not neccffarily require a longer Period, by limiting them to One or 
Two Years. I agree to the previous Queftion. 

The previous Queftion is carried. 


Extract of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 6th June 1777. 

The Secretary delivers in the Contrafts of Meffrs. Griffith and Wilton, for the Provifion of Opium 
of the prefent Year; which being executed by the Board, 

’ Ordered, That the former be tranfmitted to Patna, to be executed by Mr. Griffith, and that Copies 
of both Cohtradls be entered after the Proceedings. 

Articles of Agreement indented, had, made, concluded, and fully agreed upon, this Firft Day 
of March, in the Year of our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and Seventy-feven, between 
the Honourable the Governor General and Council of the Prefidency of Fort William in Ben¬ 
gal, for and on the Part and Behalf of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, of the one Part; and Richard Griffith, of Calcutta, at 
Fort William in Bengal, on the other Part, Witneflfeth, 

That the faid Governor General and Council, oh the Part and Behalf of the faid United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, for and in confideration of the Covenants and 
Agreements hereinafter contained, on the Parc of the faid Richard Griffith to be performed and kept, 
do hereby for themfelves, their Succeflbrs and Affigns, covenant, contraft, promife and agree, to 
and with the faid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiftrators, in Manner and Form following; 
that is to fay : That they the faid Governor General and Council, their SuccefTors and Affigns, fhall 
and will, fo far as they lawfully may or can, fupport, maintain, and protect him the faid Richard Griffith, 
his Executors and Adminiftrators, in the exclulive Privilege of collcfting and providing the Opium 
to be produced within the Province or Diftridt of Bahar, until the Thirty-firft Day of Auguft now next 
enfuingi and that he the faid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiftrators, ftiall receive from 
them the faid Governor General and Council, their Succeflbrs and Affigns, on Behalf of the faid 
United Company of Merchants, all fuch Support and Affiftance in the Premifts as has been heretofore 
ufually granted to his late Prcdeceflbrs, the former Contraftors for Opium within the Province or 
DiftriA aforefaid, and which they the laid Governor General and Council can or may lawfully grant 
in the Premifes i and alfo, that he the faid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiftrators, Ihall 
receive and be paid, by or on Behalf of the faid United Company, the Price or Sum of Ninety-five 
Sicca Rupees per Maund, for every Maund of Opium to be delivered by him and them, as herein’ 
after mentioned, and alfo Two Rupees and Half per Cent, on the net Proceeds of fuch Opium, at 
the Medium of the Sales thereof in Calcutta at Fort William aforefaid ; and alfo, that he the faid 
Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiftrators, (hall receive and be paid, by or on the Behalf of 
the faid United Company, the Sum of Fifty Sicca Rupees for each Cbcft of Opium to be delivered 
by him and them, over and above the Quantity of Three thoufand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds, 
covenanted to bt delivered as hereinafter mentioned, as a Premium, and cxclufivc of, and over and 
above the faid Price or Sum of Ninety-five Sicca Rupees per Maund, and Two Rupees and an Half 
per Cent, on the Medium of the Sales, covenanted to be paid to him as aforefaid •, and further, that he 
the laid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiftrators, (hall receive and be paid, by or on the 
Behalf of the faid United Company, One half of the Amount of the Money to become due to Ivrn 
under and by virtue of thefe Prelents, on Account of the faid ftipujated Quantity of'I'hrce tlioufand 
Six hundred and Sixty Maunds of Opium, at the Rate or Pi ice aforefaid, in Advance, fo loon after the 
Execution of thefe Prefents as the fame conveniently may be, and the other Half of the faid Amount in 
Manner following; that is to fay. One-fourth Part of the Amount of each Cheft at the Time of the De¬ 
livery thereof, manufadtured, at Patna, as hereinafter mentioned, and the remaining Fourth Part of the 
whole Amount of the faid ftipulatcd Quantitv, at thcTimc of the final Adjuftment of the Accounts of the 
faid Richard Griffith with the faid Governor General and Council,concerning thefe Prefents, and the faid 
Quantity of Opium hereby conirafted to be provided : And the faid Richard Griffith, for and in Con¬ 
fideration of fuch Covenants and Agreements by the faid Governor General and Council, on Behalf 
of the faid United Company as aforclaid, and (or other good Caufes and Confiderations him thereunto 
moving, he the faid Richard Griffith doth hereby, for himfclf, his Heirs, Executors, and Admimftra- 
tors, covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Governor General and Council, their Succel- 
fors and Affigns, on Behalf of the faid United Company of Merchants of England, their Succeflbrs 
and Affigns, in Manner and Form following; that is to fiy. That he the laid Richard Griffith, his 
Executors and Adminiflrators, (hall and will, by himfclf and themfelves and his and their refpedive 
Agents, collcdl, procure, and provide, within the Province and Diftridl of Bahar, within tl>e Time 
limited aforefaid, lb much and fuch Qiiantity of Opium as can or may be lawfully and reafonably 
colledlcd, protAired, and provided within the fame Province or Diftrift •, and (lull and will relpectivc- 
ly ufe his and their beft and utmoft Endeavours in colleAing, procuring, and providing the fame; and 
alfo (hall and will well and truly deliver, or caufe to be delivered, on Behalf of the laid United Com¬ 
pany, unto the Chief and Provincial Council or Committee of Revenue at Patna for the I'lme being, 
or WOW' fuch Perfon or Perfons, and at Inch Place and Places selpcdtivdy, within the Diltikl: or Divi- 
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fion committed tothdr Charge,dwy (hall from Ttmeio Tiauim6)Hiiri»aiid%pomt fir i^af^Pur* 
poff, the Whole and every Parcaod Parcel of the fatd Opivm to be collefted, proeu^ 
as aforefaid, in its crude State, and lhall and will welt, and fudicieotly manuf8^re,or caide^pre^ 
cure fuch Opium to be manufactured, at fuch Places refpedively,and under and fubned to the dtifper*^ 
intendance, Controul, and Direction of fuch Perfon or Perfoos particularly, as the faid Chief and Pro* 
vincial Council or Committee of Revenue at Patna aforefaid lhall from Time to Time appoint for 
that Purpofe, free and clear of every Expencc, Coft, and Charge whatfbever, fisve the Price or Sum 
hereinbefore covenanted and agreed to be paid to him for the fame} and alfo, that he the faid Richard 
Griffith, his Executors, Adminidrators, and Affi^ns, flail and will, on or before the Tbirty*firft Day of 
December now next cnfiiing, well and truly deliver, or caufe to be delivered, in Manner aforefaid. 
Three thoufand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds of Opium, of the beft or prime Quality, equal at leaft 
in Quality to the prime or beft Opium of the Dutch Eaft India Company, to behy them made dur* 
ing the Term aforefaid, at and for the faid Price or Sum of Ninety-Bre Sicca Rupees per Maund, to 
be payable and paid in Manner hereiabefore mentioned, over and above the faid Sum of Two Rupees 
and an Half per Cent, on the net Proceeds of the Medium of the Sale of the laid Opium in Cal¬ 
cutta as aforefaid, and the Whole of the Surplus Opium over and above the Quantity aforefaid, at the 
Price and upon the Terms hereinbefore mentioned and contained: And the faid Richard Griffith fur* 
ther covenants and agrees to and with the Honourable the Governor General and Council, their Sue- 
cefTors and AlTigns, that he will not make any Advances to the Ryotts, for the Pujrpoie collecting 
Opium, after the Fifteenth Day of May now next enfuing; and alfo, in cafe he the faid Richard 
Griffith, his Executors or Adminiftrators, lhall make Default, fail, or be deficient in the Delivery of the 
faid (lipoUted Quantity of Three thoufand Six hundred and Sixtv Maunds of Opium, within the Term 
aforefaid, that<then and in fuch Cafe he the faid Richard Griffith, his Executors and Adminiftratori, 
lhall and will well and truly pay, or caufe to be paid, unto the faid Governor General and Council, 
on Behalf of the faid United Company of Merchants of England, the full and }uft Sum of Three 
hundred Sicca Rupees, over and above and excluflveof the Money hereinbefore covenanted and agreed 
be paid to him in Advance as aforefaid, for each Cheft of Opium which he lhall make Default, fail, 
or be deheient in the Delivery of as aforefaid, as and for ftated Damages hereby agreed to be paid on 
account of fuch Ibort Delivery j and a)fo, that he the fatd Richard Griffith, his Executors and Ad* 
piiniflrators, (hail and will well and truly pay, or caufe to be paid, to the faid Governor General and 
Council, the Sum of Seven hundred and Fifty Sicca Rupees for each and every Cheft of Opium 
which they (hall fell, barter, or in any Manner, dire&ly or indircflly, difpofe of, or deliver to any Per* 
fon or Perfons whatfoever, other and except the faid Governor General and Council, their SuccrlTprs 
and AfTigns, as and for ftated Damages, hereby alio agreed to be paid at aforefaid, any Caufe, Exeufe, 
or Pretence wbatfuever, to the contrary hereof in aoywilc notwithftanding. ’ 

And laftly. The faid Richard Griffith doth for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiftrators, and 
AfTigns, further undertake, promile, and agree to and with the faid United Company, their Sue* 
cefTors and AfTigns, that he the faid Richard Griffith, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns, 
lhall and will well and truly pay, or caufe to be paid, unto the faid Unit^ Company, their Succeffors 
and AfTigns, fuch Duties upon all the Opium imported by him from Ghazipore, the Diftrift of the 
Rajah of Benares, or the Province of Oude, which are paid by other common Adventurers. In 
Witnefs whereof, the Governor General and Council of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal afore¬ 
faid, have hereunto fet their Hands, and the Common Seal of the faid United Company { and the faid 
Richard Griffith hath alfo hereuntofet his Hand vid Seal, the Day and Yearfirft above written. 

Senled and delivered (where no 
Stamps are in ufi or to be had) in 
Prefence of 

(Signed) Ifaac Baugh, 

K* Sumner. 


(Signed) Warren Haftings, 
J. Clavering, 
Richard Barwell, 
P. Francis. 


Articles of Agreement indented, had, made, concluded, and fully agreed upon, this Firft Day of 
March, in the Year of oUr l|Drd Chrift One thoi^nd Seven hundr^ and Seventy-feven, 
between the Honourable tiK Governor General and Council of the Prefidency of Port 
William in Bengal, for and on the Part and Behalf of the Honourable the United Company 
of Merchants of England tradiagto the Eaft Indies, of the one Part} and John Wilton, of Cal¬ 
cutta, at Fort Wtlliam aforefaid,'Gentleman, of the other Part, Witnefletb, 

That the faid Governor General and Council, on the Part and Behalf of the faid United Company 
of Merchants of England trading to tbe Eaft Indies, for and in Confidefotion of the Covenants and 
Agreements hereinafter contained, on tbe Parc of the faid John Wilton to be performed and kept, do 
hereby for themfelves, their Succeflbrs and Affigns, covenant, contraft, promitc, and agree to and with 
the ibid John Wiltoo, hU Esccucon and AdtainKb-aiors, in Manner and Form following t jthai is to 
6 
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fcy* TIjftt-they the fatd GovetnarXaeiterel and Coun^iJ^ their Succyflbrs and AOigns, fliall and will, (o 
fjr«s they lawfully may and can, Hjpport,.maintaii^ and protea him the faid John Wilton, Ins 1 xecu- 
tors ahd.Adminiftrators, fn the cxclufive Privilege of coHraing and providing the Opium, ro be pro¬ 
duced within the-Provinces or P.i,i\n^ts of B 9 gle|x>re, Haveliy, Manghcer, Purnea^ Kungpoic, ami Ba- 
harbund* until the Thirty-firft Day of Auguft now next cnfdtng; and that he the faid Jnhu 
Wilton, his Executors and Adminiftrators, lhall receive from them the laid Governor Ge¬ 
neral and Cpuncil, their Succeilbrs and Affigns, on Behalf of the laid United C ompany ot Mert hants, 
all fuch Support and AlTiftancein the Prenufes as has been heretofore ulually granted to his late Pre- 
decefibrs, the former Contraflors for Opium, within the Prt>vinccs or l>illilifts atorcraul, and which 
they the faid Governor ^neral and Council can or may lawfully grant in the Prcinilcs •, and alio, 
that he the faid John Wilton, his Executors and Adminiftrators, fliall receive and be paid, by or on 
Behalf of the faid United Company, the Sum of One hundred and Twenty Sicca Rupees per Maund, 
for every Maund of Opium to be delivered by him dr them as hereinafter mentioned ; and alfo, that 
he the faid John Wilton lhall receive and be paid, from or on Behalf of the faid United Company, an 
Intcreft after the Rate of Twelve per Cent, upon the extra Advance to be made by him and them, 
for or upon all Opium to be delivered by him or them over and above the Qcrarrtiry of One thoufand 
Chefts, dr Two thouland Maiinds, covenanted to be delivered as hcreinafur mentioned, cxclufive of, 
and over and above the faid Price or Sum of. One hundred and Twenty Sicca Rupees per Maund ; and 
that he the faid John Wilton, his Executors and Adminiftrators, lhall receive and be paid One-half of 
the Amount of the Money lo become due to him under and by virtue of thefe Prefents, on account of 
the faid ftipulated Quantity of One thoufand Chefts or Two thoufand Maunds of Opium, at the Rate 
or Price aforclaid, in Advance, as foon after the Execution of tliefe Prcfcnts as the lame conve¬ 
niently may be-, and the other Half of the faid Amount in Mannert that is to fay, One-fuurth 
Part of the Amount of each Chtft, at the Time of the Delivery thereof, manuf-ulUired as hereinafter 
mentioned, and the remaining Fourth Part of the whole Amount of the faid ftipulated Qiian- 
tity, at the Time of the final Adjuftment of the Accounts of the laid John W'llton with the fiid 
Governor General and Council, concerning thefe Prefents and the faid Qiiantity of Opium hereby 
contrafted fobe provided : And the faid John Wilton, for and inConfideration of fuch Covenants and 
Agreements, by the faid Governor General and Council, for and on the Part and Behalf of the faid 
United Company as aforefaid, and for other good Caufes and Confidcrations him rhercuftto moving, 
he the faid John Wilton doth hereby for himfclf, his Heirs, Executors, anti AJminiftratois, covenanr, 
contraft, promife, and agree, to and with the laid Governor General and Council, chc'r Succeilbrs and 
AlTigns, on Behalf of the faid United Company of Merchants of E,ngland, their Succeilbrs and AlTigns, 
in Manner and Form following*, that is to fay. That he the faid John Wilton, his Fxecutois and 
Adminiftrators, Ihajl and will, by himfelf and ihcmfclves, and his and their rclpidive Agents, collcft, 
procure, and provide, within the Provinces or Diftrids of Boglei)orc, Havt lly, ManglKcr, Purnea, 
Ruhgport^ and Baharbund, and each and every of them as aforefaid, witliiii the I'lmc limited as 
aforefaid, fomuch and fuch Qiiantity of Opium as can or may be lawfully and leaformbly colKfletl, 
procured, and provided within the fame Provinces or Diftrifbs refptiflively, and lliall anti will rclpec- 
tively life his and their belt and utnioft Endeavours in colledling, piocuring, and [iroviJing the fame; 
and alfo lhall and will well anti truly celivcr, orcaufc to be d<livticd, on Behalf of the laid United 
Company, unto the Chief and Provincial Council of Revenue at Dinagcpore for tlic I'ime being, or 
pnto fuch Perfon or Perfons as the Ibid Chief and Council lhall nominate and appoint, fuch Qiiantity 
of Opium, to be fo provided as aforefaid, at fuch leveial and refpedlive 1‘ldces as hereinafter are 
mentioned ; tliat is to fay, '1 he Opium produced or to be produced, during fuch Time as afore¬ 
faid, in the Dilltiifts of Rungpore, Baharbund, and Dinagepore, ftiall be delivered by the faid John 
Wilton, his Execuiois, Adminiftrators, Agents, or Servants, ar Malda i the Opium produced or 
to be produced, during fuch Time as aforclaid, in the DifttiA of Purnea, lliall be delivered by the 
faid John Wilton, hii Executors, Adminiftrators, Agents, or Servants, at Purnea j and the Opium 
produced or tv be produced, as aforclaid, in the Dillriffs of Manghcer and Boglepore, fliall be 
delivered by the laid John Wilton, his Executors, Adminiftrators, Agents, or Servants at Bogie- 
pore j iI k Whole and every Part and Parcel of the Opium to be fiom Time to'I’lme collect¬ 
ed, procured, and provided in the laid Provinces or Uiflrifts of Purnea, RungiHiic, and Baharbuntl, 
in its crude State ; and the Whole and every Part and Parcel of the Opium to be collected, piucurvd, 
and provided, during the Term aforefaid, within the laid Provinces of Boglepore and Havtlly, 
Manghecr, in its crude State, unto the Superintendant of the faid United Company’s Collections 
at Manghcer, or unto luth Perfon and Perfons as fuch Superintendant lhall appoint for that I'ui-- 
pofe-, and fliall and will well and fulHciently manufacture, or caufe and procuie futh Opium to be de¬ 
livered as aforefaid, to be manufactured, under and fubjeCl to the SupcrinteiKlance, Contioul, and 
Direction of fuch Perfon and Perfons as the laid Chief and Provincial Council or Commiiitt oi Re¬ 
venue, and the faid Chief of the faid Collections, (hall rcfpeCtively from 'i'lnie to Time a[ij)(Mnt I'or 
that Purpofe, free and clear of every Expence, Coft, and Charge, whatloever. lave the Piuc or Sum 
hereinbefore covenanted and agreed to be paid for the fame; anti alfo, tliai he the lani John Wiho--, 
his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afllgns, lhall and will well and truly deliver, or raulc to be (iel!- 
vered, in Manner aforefaid, on or before the '1 hirty-firll Day of December now next enfeinc;, 
thoufand Chefts or Two thoufand Maunds of Opium, at and for the laid Price or Sum of One hundred 
and Twenty Sicca Rupees per Maund, to be payable and paid in Manner liereinbelore me vi .d ; 
and the Whole of the Surplus Opium, over and above the Quantity aforefaid, at the t'licc aiul upon 
the Terms hereinbefore contained i and laftly, he the laid John Wilton doth hereby coven mt and 
Sel. Com. ReV. IX. R -igrce 
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agree to and with the Honourable the Governor General end Cooqc3» thdr Succellbrs a^ Alfigliii 
that he will not make any Advanee to the Ryotta* for the F^ipofe of oollefting Opium, after die rif» 
teenth Day of May now next enlbidg. In Witnefa whereof the Aid Honourable the Governor General 
and Council, on Behalf of the Hoiumrable the United Ei^ India Company, have to theft Preftntt put 
their Hands and the Seal of the f^ United Company of Merchants, and the faid John Wilum to 
thefe Prefents has likewift put his Hand and Seal, the Day and Year (irft above written. 

(Signed) Warren HaftjngSa 

Sealed and delivered (where no Stamps J. Clavering^ 

are in ufc or to be had) in the Rich' Barwell, 

Prefence of P. Francii. 

(Signed) Ifaac Baugh, 

R* Sumner. 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Revenue 
Department, lOth June 1777. 

Extraft of a Letter from the Prefident and Members of the Board of Trade, dated ajd May 1777. 

think it neceflary to recommend to your Obfervation the accompanying Report, made to Of 
^ by our Agent, for receiving the Bengal Opium of 269 Chells of the Rungpore Provifion*. 
lately arrived here. 

We are informed, by general Report, that the Provilion of all the Opium in- the Bahar Province, 
and in the Moneheer, Boglepore, Rungpore, dec. Diftridbs, is given to Mr. Mackenzie, by Contraft, 
for the Term of Three Years, 

Should this be really the Cafe, we deem ourfelves indirpenfably obliged to reroonftrate againft 
the Meature, for the following Reafons: Firft, Becaufe we have addrcjBed the Honourable the 
Court of Direftors, through the Channel of your Board, foliciting their Orders, to take the foie 
Managenrent of this Biifin^s into our Hands, as an Article of Commerce; and therefore imagine ir 
would hare been better to have waited their Anfwer, inftead of adopting, in the mean Time, a 
Meaiiire, which takes it for granted that ourPropofal will be rejeffed. 

Becaufo if the Honourable Company fliould approve of our Propofal, and, in confequence, 
inftrutfl us to take the entire Management of the Opium Bufinefs, it will be out of our Power 
to carry their Orders into Execution, till the Expiration of the TTirce Years, which we underfland 
to be the Term of Mr. Mackenzie’s Contrafc; and we apprehend, that at lead; a Claufe fhould 
be inferted in the Contra^, making the Continuance of itdepenefant on the Orders of the Court of 
Dirt'dlors. 

We could have wilhed you had indulged us with Notice of your Intention, previous to the Ac* 
ecptance of Terms for the Provilion of Opium for lb long a Feri^; or that Publication thereof bad 
been made *, as we fliould then have had it in our Power to make fuch timely Reprefentations to you 
on the Subjeft, as might, perhaps, have induced you to lay afide the Meafure until the Company's 
Pleafure regarding this Article (hould be finally known. 

Permit us to requeft you will not infer from this Addrefs, that we mean to animadvert, in any 
Refpeft, on a Proceeding of yours,, further than as we think it has Relation to our Department. 


REPORT from Mr. Peter John FIbr. 

In conformicy to the Direftions of William Alderfty, Efqutre, Prefident, Sec. Gentlemen of the 
Board of Trade, I have examined Tvap hundred and Sixty>nine Chefts of Rungpore Opium, re* 
ccived from the Provincial Council of Ofiagepore, and this Day difpatched by me to the Prefidency, 
on account of the Honourable Company. From repeated Trials, there appears a very {mall Portion 
of the Gum Refin, which conftltutes the elTential Charafleriftic of genuine Opium: But 1 find, 
after Solution, a gritty Sediment, partaking of a four fermented Scent, which indicates a Mixture 
oF a far'mareous vegetable Subftance, foreign to the Juice of the Poppy i and I apprehend this hete¬ 
rogeneous Mixture will materially aftedt the Sales, as well as the Weight of this Opium. 

Rungpore, (Signed) PeWf John Plot, 

the ift April 1777, A true Copy. 

(Signed) Cha. Grant, Secretary. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTB.ACT0I Ldter to the Preftdent and Members 6f the Board of f ride. 

the Bengal Oplotft. When it arrim in Calcutta* (hould undergo a ftrift ExaminatioH) 
bf CmeeaBonM a^intedfor that Purpofe by your Board and the Contraaor. 

tVwasnbt without bayin|; duly and attentively weighed the Orders that have been already re- 
eelvOd Hwm the Court of Diredtors* refpeaing the Provifioo of Opium* that we granted it by Con- 
cria to Mr. Mackentle for the Space or Three Years^ Their Orders, under Date the 15th Decem¬ 
ber tJJSt and 41ft Paragraph* were ilTued in confequence of a Reforence formerly made to them 
tipen this SobjeA^, in which all the Aiguments on both Sides of theQueftion were minutely detailed t 
we cannot therefore fuppofe, that a Deciflon (b formally palled can be repealed by the ElFefb of 
iny Recapitulation whicn you may have made of your Pretennons i nor can we, on fuch Grounds, infere 
the Claufe which youpropofe. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do acquaint the Contraftor, of the Report made by the Agent of 
the Board of Trade for rcceMng the wngal Opiuro^ and of the AnlWer given to that Board upon 
the Sul^eft. 
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B-X TRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue Depart-' 
ment, in Bengal* ift Auguft t^y/. 

A D the following Letter from Mr. Mackentie: 

Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

Some Time ago I was honoured with your Commands* through ybur Secretary^ acquainting 
me that you had accepted my Propofals w providing Opium in the Provinces of Bengal and 
Bahar, fubjed, however, to the Approbation of the Honourable Court of Dire^ors} in Anfwer to 
which, 1 Iwg Leave to inform you* that 1 agree to foch Refervation* and requeft you will bt 
pleafed to older the Covenants to be prepared aceorchngly : I at the fame Time entreat, that you 
will caufe the ufual Regulations and Prohibitions to be promulgated throughout the Provinces s and 
that you will diredt your Provincial Councils to aSbrd me and my Agents the fame Support* in the 
exclulive Privilege of purchafing Opium, as has been given to the late Contraftors. 1 alfo requelt 
it may be recommended to the Rqah Cheyt Sing, to afford me all reafonable Alfiffance, in fadli- 
ming the Trade* and to countenance and proteA fuch Agents as I may find it neceffltry to fend into 
his DiftriAs of Naipore and Gauzipore, for the Purpofe of making Purchafes. 

I have the Honour to be* with the greateft RefpeA* 

Cslcutn^ Honourable Sir and Gentinnen, &e. 

azd July 1777. (S^ned) John Mackenzie. 

Ordered, That the ContraA with Mr. Mackenzie be prepared. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do inform him, diet Orders will be given to the Provincial Councils 
of Dinagepore and Patna, and to the Superintendant of the ColleAions at Mongheer, to make 
Mr. Mackenzie the Advances agreeably to the Terms of his COntraA, on his Application to them, 
after the Period when his ContraA commences} and to afford his Agents the fame Support in the cx- 
clufive Privilege of purchafing Opium, as has been given to the late ContraAors; 

That as Mr. Mackenzie is not entitled, by the Terms of his ContraA, to any particular Privilege in 
procuring Opium in theDiftriAs of Niapore and Gauzipore* the Board do not think proper to com¬ 
ply with his Requeft, with reip^A to the Proviffon of that Article in thofe DiftriAs. 

If bdiWg dated bv a MAnberuf thd Board, that in or about the Month of January 1776, a con- 
ddetabltf TraA of Land id the Neighbourho^ of Ghya was covered with green Corn, which would 
havW been Bren euc jirabduii a Montb or fix Weeks; that this Corn was fuddcniy cut down, in order 
that the Land might be prepared for the immediate Cultivation of Poppies} and thatfome Englidi 
Geiritlemcto mtid 6ri die^^, who vtere Wicneffes of the FaA, and heard the univerfal Complaints of 
fMRyoftt and Farmers on this Oeeafion» 

Refohred, Thaii thin Ra^refoneaeion be communicated to the Provincial Council of Patna, with the 
fi6»oiHnj» Letter: 

/ To 
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To Mr. Ewan Law, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Patna. 

Gentlemen, - ■ '; , ‘ 

Having thought proper to grant Mr. John Mackenzie the exclufive Privilege of providing the 
Ophium produced in the Province of Bahar, after the Expiration of Mr. Grifhth's Contrail, the ^ift 
of this Month, fubjeft to the fame Regulations on which it is, now. held by,,Mf. GrljBth, we,dt^4l> 
that you advance to Mr. Mackenzie, or his Agent, on his Application, Qhp Half of the Atnopnt 
of his Contrafl *, and if, in theCourfe of Buftnefs, he ihould require larger Advances than the Half 
beforementioned, the fame is to be made at his Requifition, provided it be within the Total of the. 
Sum to which the Ophium he engages for amounts to. ' 

We direft alfo. That on the Commencement of Mr. Mackenzie's Contraft, you dp .make the. 
ufual Publication, notifying the fame to the Zemindars and others within your Dfftrif^. For yout, 
further Information, we have direfted our Secretary to forward to ybu.aCppy of the Contraft, a.s, 
foon as it lhall be executed 1 you will accordingly afford that Gentleman, and his Agents, t.he fame 
Support in the exclufive Privilege of purchafmg Ophium, as has been given to the late Contradlor. 

it having been intimated to us, by good Authority; that in or a|)out the Month of January 17-^6, 
a confidcrablc Traft of Land in the Neighbourhood of Ghya was coyered with green Corn, whicl^ 
would have been fit to cut in about a Month or Six Weeks that this Corn was fuddcnly cut dqsyn,. 
in order that the Land might be prepared for the immediate Cultivation of Poppy •, and'chat fiimo 
Engliih Gentlemen were on the Spot, who were Witnefics of the Fadf, and heard the univerfal 
Complaints of the Ryotts and Farmers on this Occafion : We enjoin you ftridly to adhere to the 
former Inftrudlions, by which you are directed to prevent any Force or Compulfion whaefoeVeT 
being ufed over the Ryotts, to oblige them to cultivate the Poppy in preference to any other Article •, 
and if we hear of a Violation of thefe Orders, through any other Channel than yourfclves, we (hall 
confider you as dirc£lly refponfible to us for it. 

Fort William, Wc are, 8cc. 

ift Auguft 1777. 

The firft Paragraphs to Dlnagepore and Boglepora; altering the Words “ Bahar to “ Bengal,'*, 
and the Name of “ Griffith” to “ Wilton.” 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Provincial Council at Patna i the 4th September 1777. 

Extrafl of the Anfwer to the Letter from the Governor General and Council at Calcinta, to the Pro¬ 
vincial Council at Patna, dated id Augud 1782. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Council, in .their Revenue 
Department, Fort William. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Wc have been honoured with your Two Letters of the* loth July and 26th Auguft; the fiift 
acquainting us, that you had gr.'inced to Mr. John Mackenzie the exclufive Privilege of providing 
the Opium of this Province, and directing us to make Advances to him or his Agents on their Ap¬ 
plication } and that the ufual Publication fhould be made to the Zemindars ; and that we Ihould be 
careful to prevent Force in the Cultivation of the Poppy. 

* This appears to be a wrong Date; there it no Letter to Patna dated loth July; and the Provincial Council’s of 
Patna, is certainly a Reply to that of the Governor General and Council, dated ift Auguft 1777. 
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OPHIUM CONTRACT. 

EX T R ACT of the Company’s Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1778. 

Par. 86. 1 N the 77th Paragraph of cir Letter, dated the a4th ofDeccmbef 1776, we authorized 
* you to abolifli the Monopoly of Ophium, in cafe you fhould be of Opinion it would 
contribute in any great Degree to the Relief of the Natives $ and in fuch Cafe you were to referve 
a reafonable Duty thereon to the Company. 

87. Concerning the Contraft granted to Mr. Mackenzie, for the Provifion of Ophium for Three 
Years (unlefs the Company (hall within that Time rclinquifh their exclufive Property in the Trade) 
we remark generally, that if any Means could be deviled to prevent the Monopoly of Ophiurn, and 
at the fame Tunc to fecure a proper Revenue to the Company from that Article, we ftill prefer the 
opening of the Trade *, but wc find it repeatedly .urged on your Proceedings, “ That a Monopoly (f 
^ ° ^ ophium 




appendix, N* 7a, 71. 7i, 

*' O^hm eamt h * preventtd » it wiS exi^ i$ J^U 9 f n»¥if^ert ^ Gvoermtnt to ahoUJh it :** And 
if thii be true, we muft of NedcOity cotafider it •$ in Evil tt> #hich no adequate Remedy can be 
appliedt end acquieice in giving the Company a Preference* which may be lefs oppneirive in their 
Hand* thin i» thoife of IndividfuiU. 

88j,'W«nobfelve Mri Mackeniie'i Offer was, to pay 16,000 Sicca Rupees per Antiuib, as a Con- 
fiderat»>nrfef htdditrg thcOphium Contradt on the Terms oi his Predeceffbrs, and of being indulged pd. 5^''''' 
with fuch additional Advances of Money as he might require. Tbefe Propofals you accept, without 
acquainting the foriher Contradlor, or any other Perfon, with the Terms therein contained t but 
afteir TiifO.Yeats Experience of providing Ophium by Contradi;, you (hould have afcertained, by ad- 
vertifins fer other Propofals, whether the Price thitherto paid to the Contradbor had been reafonable, 
or whewf any .other refpedtable Perfon ^uld ei^SM to provide it on Terms more advantageous 
to the Company t and as you adted otherwife, and, fo far as appears to us, concluded a Conti^ of 
great Importance, without advertifing for Propolals, or making previous Enquiries neceflary to 
guide your Judgment therein, and to warrant the Meafure, we therefore muft difapprove your Con- 
dudk on that Occafion. 

* See General Clavcriog'e Miantei on Revennt Confulutioni, 3d Se^nber 1776, Fnl. 867. and iStb May 1777, 

F0I.59S. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 15 th March 1781. 

H E following Minute feom the Governor General having been delivered on the 1 jth of this 
Month, is here recorded, together with the Board's Refolution in confequence. 

As theprefent is the Seafon for making Advances to the Cultivators of the Opium Lands, and 
that theContradt has been annually fettled, the Governor General recommends, that it may be granted 
to Mr. Stephen Sulivan: And to indemnify the Contradtor fof any Lofles which he may eventually 
fuffain in the Provifion of this Article, by any Difturbances that may happen in the Bahar Province, 
in confequence of the prefent Situation of our Affairs, he further recommends, that the Contradt 
may be granted for the Term of Four Years, from the ift of next September, on the Conditions of 
the prefent Contradt. 

Agreed, That the Contradt for the Providon of the ^ium produced in the Provinces of Bengal 
and Bahar, be granted to Mr. Stephen Sulivan, for the Term of Four Years, commencing from the 
I ft of next September, on the fame Conditions as it is held by Mr. Mackenzie, the prefent Con¬ 
tradtor. 

Ordered, That the neceflary Deeds be accordingly drawn up by the Company's Attorney. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the aad May 1781. 

Penalty having been yet fetded for the Contradt granted to Mr. Sulivan, for the Providon of 
Opium in the Province of Bengal and Bahar , 

Agreed, That it be limited to Two Lacks of Current Rupees 1 

The Board being of Opinion, that if it was fixed in Proportion to the Penalty annexed to the pre¬ 
fent Contradt, the Magnitude of the Sum would defeat the Intent of the Stipulation, by preventing 
the Penalty being exaded in cafe of a Breach on the Part of the Contradtor. 

Ordered, That Mr. Sulivan be called on for the Names of his Securities. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 25th May 1781. 

The following Letter from the Company’s Attorney, accompanied with the Draft of Mr. Sulivan’s 
Contradt for the Provifion of Opium, together with the Secretary’s Remarks thereon, having been 
circulated for the Board’s Orders, the Governor General added the Obfervations annexed, to which 
Mr. Whelcr having fubferibed, Orders were iiTued accordingly to the Company’s Attorney. 
Setf.CoM. Rsp. IX. S 


To 



A* P N I tX.;, N- ff.c 

Sir* . ■- i'.i. ' ■• % ;■ ■-•> .<> i 

Agreeable to the Inftru£liotts contained in your Letter of the «gt& ultimo* I faanw pr^iliml tlie 
Draft of Mr, Sulivan’i Contra^ with the Honourable Pompfjftf ^fpr the Fijaviftoii of Opium %' whkh 
having been laid before Mr> Newman, and revifed by him. I have, now the iPkafiire to find, ku 
dofcd. that it may be laid before the Honourable Board foe their Approbation. 

Cidcutta, < ^ -t't ! < ‘ lam. &c. 

loth April lyti. ' : i . (Signed) • Geo. WfoughtOA*’ 

' t.i I . I . • ' 

The Secretary having compared the Dmft of Mr. 60livafl*8 ContraA for theProvifion of Opium 
with that of Mr. Mackenzie.' the prefent CpniraAor. for the ftine Article, fubmica the fidtowinr 
Remarks thereon, for the Oi^re oftheRtwi^. * ; “ 

Secretary's Remarks. Governor General's Obrervatlonl. 

ill. Mr. Sulivan’s Contraft expreffes iu being It muft exprefs that it is made by the G&vet2 
made with the United Company} Mr. Mackenzie^ nor General and Council, on the IBehalf of the 
by the Governor General and Council, on their Company, not by the Company. 

Part. 

ad. Mr. Sulivan’s Contract is faid to be found* This Reference muft therefore be omitted, 
ed. in like Manner with the other, on certain 
written Propofals made by him ; whereas none 
fuch have been made. 

3d. Mr. Sulivan propofes, that the Opium The Opium is to be delivered at the Khalfa. 
Ihall be delivered by him to the Company’s Ser- as it is by the prefent ContraAor. who. as I re- 
vants at the Khalfa. with fuch Allowance for colleA. is allowed the Charge of ^anfporting it 
tranfporting it as was given to the former Con* by an Order of the Board. This Allowance, 
trador—It was formerly covenanted to be de* whatever it be* foould be expreiled. 
livered to the Provincial Councils, and there is 
no Mention of any Alfowana for the Expence* 

4th. Mr. Suliyan obje^sm the Claufe in Mr. This k now-unneceflary} it was intended to give 
Mackenzie's Contract rendering it liable to be Time for the Effort of an Appeal to the Court 
determined by Orders the VP^6t[»y* ^ Direftors, who have approved the Contraft. 

EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultatlons. the 5th June lySi.' 

The Secretary obferves to the Board, that Two Blanks have been left in the Opium Contraft. 
and for the Allowance to be made to the Contraflor for tranfporting the Bengal Opium to 
Calcutta. The Secretary does not find, on Examination of the Proceedings, any Refolution aucho* 
rizing Mr. Mackenzie, the prefent Contraftor, to draw an Allowuce for this &rvice} but he lays 
before the Board an Account Current between the Company and that Contra£tor*s Agent at Patna, 
dated the 14th of laft January; in which there appears a Charge on this Account of 10 Current Ru¬ 
pees per Cheft} likewife an Account of Opium manufaftured and difpatched in the Year 1776. 
from Boglepore. which fliews that rafhtfffiiOfrth'anthil'S&m was drawn ror'evefy Cheft pa^ and 
tranfported from thence. From the other Diftrids in Bengal, viz. Purnea, Rungpore. &c. the Ex* 
pence of Tranfportation muft have been greater, as the Opium was carried over Land Ibme Diftance 
before it could be difpatched, whereas, Boglepore,if upon, the Cqnfines of the River.* 

Agreed, That an'Allowance of loGurreht Rupees be made to the ContraAdr, for the Expence 
of Delivery of every Cheft, with Contingencies, both of the Bengal and Bahar Opium} and that 
the Blanks in the Deeds be filled accordingly. 

There being no. longer Occafion for Infpedlors to fuperinteAd the Manufafhire of the Opium de¬ 
livered by the Contractor,, fince the Reafons which i|}.duced th<; Board to appoint thofe Officers no 
longer exift } 4 

Refolved, That their Appointments be abolilhedj and., ' 

Ordered, That this Refolution be cdmmunicatpd'to them by the.Secretary. 

The Claufe in the ContraA referrin^tp the alxive Officers is accordingly omitted: and it is ex* 
piefted generally, that on the Arrival of the Opium at Calcutta, it (hall ^ fubjed to the lofpeAion 
and Controul of fuch Perfoos as the Governor Genera) and Council may appoint for that Futile. 

Tlic Contract being now executed* by the Board; 

Ordered, That a Copy thereof be entered after this Day's Proceedings 1 and 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the dlifierent Chiefs and CoHedors in whofc 
DiftriCts the Opium is manufadured : 


To 



A P It K t> t X N* Ti. 

Mr«\^i«iiiiiitgxwe 1 l, Chief of the Rerteoiie Department at Patnd; 

fiir^- ■■■•■/. w . ,, 

Htviiig octeduded a OmtraR with Mr. Stephen Sdivhh for the ProviHon of the Opium produced 
in the Ptoviocetof Bengal end Bahar, for the Term of Four Years* from the Firft of next Septem¬ 
ber* ^ on the £ane Cenditiohs as it is now held by Mr. Mackenaie t we defire you will make the ufual 
PuUkiitioDt notifying this Grant to the Zemindars and others within your Divifion* on die Com- 
tanehommat of it i and tflbrd Mr. Sulivan and his Agents the fame Support in the excluGve Privi¬ 
lege of manoAiAuring Opium* at has been given to Mr. Mackenzie. 

YOU will allbobferve* that all Orders which have been tranfmitted to the late Provincial Council 
at your Sration, relative to the prefent Contractor and his Agents* are equally in force with refpeA 
to the new Contrador and his Agents. 

As the Contractor is now entrufted with the packing and difpatching of the Opium immediately 
to the Prefidency, it has been ftipulated in the Agreement* that he (hall be entitled to an Allowance 
of Ten Current Rupees for the Delivery of every Cheft. 

The Reafons which induced us to appoint InfpeCtors* for fuperintending the Manufacture of the 
Opium delivered by the CtmtraClort no longer exifting, we have thought proper to abolilh thofe Offices. 

fort William* We are* Arc. 

5th JTunetySf. 

The fame to Mr. Edward Fenwick, Chief of the Revenue department at Purnea* 
to Mr. Augudus Cleveland, Collector of Bogleporc. 
to Mr. Richard Goodladt Collector of Rungporc. 

In the Letter to the Collectors* ** DiftriCts’* to be inferred inftead of “ Divifion” in the Firft Para¬ 
graph* and ** you” inftead of late Provincial Council at your Station.” 

articles of Agreement indented* had* made* cohcluded* and fully agreed upon, this 
Fifth Day of June in the Year of Chrift One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighty-one* be¬ 
tween the Governor General and Council of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal* on 
the Behalf of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies* of 
the one Part s and Stephen Sulivan, of Fort William aforefaid, Gentleman, of the other 
Part} Hi Manner and Form followingi that is to fay, 


Whereas it is Hgtted b^ween the faid Stephen Sulivan and the faid Governor General and Council 
the Prefideilcy of Fort William* on Behalf okhefakl United Company* chat the faid Stephen Suli¬ 
van (hall fupjdy the faid United Compsily* during the Space of Four Years* from the Firft Day of 
September next* with the ftveral certaio Annual Quantities of Opium hereinafter mentioned •, that 
is to fay* with Two thouRnd Maunds per Year, to be made at the (everal Places hereinafter men¬ 
tioned in the Province of Berreal* and Three thoufand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds per Year* to 
be made in the Province ofBahar* together with fuch further Quantities as can be provided in each 
Year, in each of the laid Provinces* on being paid for the fame at the Rates and Prices hereinafter 
mentioned i and chat an Advance (hall be made to the faid Stephen Sulivan* by the faid United 
Company, and at the Commencement of each Year* for Half the Price of the Opium which he is 
annually to btf bound to deliver* as is hereinafter mentioned i and that in cafe* during the Courfe of 
the Bulinefs in any One Year* the faid Stephen Sulivan lhall ftand in Need of greater Advances than 
the Half of fuch Amount^ that then fuch fiinher Advances lhall be made to him by the faid United 
Company as he lhall rt^uire i provided the fame whole Advances lhall not exceed the total Amount 
of the Opium to bedelivered in fuch Year at the Price contrafted for} and alfo* that the faid Stephen 
Sulivan* in confideration of the faid ContraA and Agreement fo made as aforefaid, and that the faid 
Governor General and Council have agreed to affift and protect the faid Stephen Sulivan in the ex- 
clufive Right of providing the Opium which can be made in fuch Provinces aforefaid, as far as they 
lawfully may or can, fliall pay to the faid United Company an Annual Sum of Ten thoufand Sicca 
Rupees, in fuch Manner and at fuch Times as is hereinafter mentioned: Now thefe Prefents wic- 
ntfs. That the faid United Company, in conlideration of fuch Sum of Ten thoufand Sicca Rupees, 
to be paid as aforefaid, and'of the Covenants and Agreements hereinafter contained, on the Part and 
Behalf of the faid Stephen Sulivan to be performed and kept, do, for thcnifelves, their SucccObrs 
and Affigns, covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors, Ad- 
miniftrators* and Afligns* that they the faid United Company* their SuccelTors and Affigns, lhall and 
will, fo far m they lawiiiily may or can, fupport* maintain* and protefl him the faid Stephen Suli¬ 
van, his Executors and Adminiftrators, in the exclulive Privilege of collefling and providing the 
Opium to be praduced within the Provinces or Diftrifts of Bengal and Bahar, for and during the 
full End and Term of Pour Years, from the Firft Day of September next enfuing the Day of the 
Date of thefe Prefents % and that he the faid Stephen Sulivan* his Executors and Adminiftrators, 
lhall receive front them the faid United Company* their SuccelTors and Affigns, all fuch Support and 
Affiftance in the Premifes as has been heretofore ufually granted to the former ContraAors with tlie 
faid United Company for Opium* within the Provinces or Dillrifts aforefaid, and fo far as the faid 
United Company can or may lawfully grant fuch Support and Affiftance in the Premifes; and alfo, 
that hr the faid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors and Adminiftratois, Qiall receive and be paid, by 
or on Behalf of the faid United Company, for the Quantity of Three thoufand Six hundred and 
I ' Sixty 
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Sixty Maunds hereinafter covenantnl by him. to be yearly pfDduoed' and madetih tfte faid Prarioce 
of Bahar, the Price or Sum of Ninety-five Sicca Rupees per Maund for every Maund (heft^t and 
alfo a further Sum of Two Rupees ahd ah Half ter Cent, on the net Produce of fuch CMum> at the 
Medium of the Sales thereof in Calcutta i and alibf that he die faid Stephen Sultvan, his Eiorcutors 
and Adminiftrators) ihall receive and be paid, by or on the Behalf of the faid United Company, the 
Sum of Fifty Sicca Rupees for each aftd every Cheft or Turn Maunds of Opium which flidi be 
produced and delivered by him to the faid United Company,above thefaid Quantity of Three thoufand 
Six hundred and Sixty Maunds, as a Premium, and exclufive of, and over and above the Aid Price, 
a Sum of Ninety-five Sicca Rupees per Maund, and Two Rupees and an Half per Cent, heitsnbefore 
mentioned} and alfo, that for the Two thoufand Maunds of Opium, hereinafter covenanted by him 
to be yearly produced and made in the feveral Diftrifls of Bo^lrpore, Havely, Mongheer, Purnea^ 
Rungpore, and Bahar Bund, that the faid Stephen Suliyan, his Executors and Adminiftrators, (hall 
receive and be paid, by or on the Patt and Bdpalf of the faid United Company, the Price or Sum of 
One hundred and Twenty Sicca Rupees per Maund, and alfo a further Sum of Twelve per Cent, 
upon any extra Advance to be made by him or them, upon all and every fuch further and other 
Quantity or Quantities as (hall be delivered by him or them in each and every Year, over and above 
thefaid Quantity of Two thoufand Maunds» and further, that he the faid Stephen Suli van, his 
Executors and Adminiftrators, (hall receive in advance, and be paid, by or on Behalf of thefaid 
United Company, One Half Part of the Amount of the Money to become due to him under and 
by virtue of thefe Prefents, for the faid expred Quantity, of Five thoufand Six-hundred and Sixty 
Maunds of Opium, fo foon after the Firfi; Day of September next enfuing the Date of the(e Prefents, 
and in the early Part of each of the enfuing Yean, confidering each of fuch Years to begin in the 
fame Month of September, as the fame conveniently may be, together with any fuch further or laiger 
Sum of Money than fuch Half Part, if fuch farther Advances, during the Courfe of any Year, (hall 
be found neccHary, and (hall be required by him the faid Stephen Sulivan •, provided neverthelefsjg 
that fuch Sum of Money fo to be further advanced, together with fuch Firft Advance to be made 
the faid Stephen Sulivan as aforefaid, (hall not exceed the Sum of Money which he the faid Stephen 
Sulivan in any One Year will become entitled to under thefe Prefents, for each Quantity of Opium 
to be annually delivered as aforelaid j and alfo, that he the faid Stephen Sulivan, his Execi t >rs and 
Adminidracors, (hall receive and be paid the Remainder of fuch Monies fo to become due to him 
as aforefaid, if the fame (hall not have been previoufly advanced, in the feveral Proportions and Manner 
following t that is to fay. One-fourth Part of the Amount of each Cheft, at the Time of the Delivery 
thereof, manufaAured, by the faid Stephen Sulivan as hereinafter mention^, and the remaining 
Fourth Fart of the whole Amount of the faid ftipulated Quantity at the Time of the final Ad- 
juftment of the Accounts of the faid Stephen SuUwan with the faid United Company or Cover* 
nor General and Council, on account of the Opium to be delivered as hereinbefore and herein¬ 
after is mentioned : And the faid Stephen Sulivan, for the Confiderations aforefaid, and for other 
good Caufes and Confiderations him thereunto moving, doth hereby, for himfelf, his Heirs, 
Executors, and Adminiftrators, covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid United Com¬ 
pany of Merchants of England, their SucceflTors and AlTigns, in Manner and Form following •, that 
is to fay,That he the faid Stephen Sulivan, his Executors and Adminiftrators, (hall and will. Yearly 
and every Ycai', that is to fay, in the Month of Auguft in each Year, during the Continuance of 
thefe Prefents (fubjeft ncverthelefs to fuch Provifoes as hereinafter is contained^ well and truly 
pay or caufe to be paid into the Treafury of the faid United Company at Fort William aforefaid, 
or to fuch Perfon or Ferfons as (hall for that Purpofe be lawfully authoriled and appointed to 
receive the fame, the Sum of Sicca Rupees Ten thoufand i and alfo, that he the faid Stephen 
Sulivan, his Executors and Adminiftrators, (hall and will, by himfelf and themfelves, and his and 
their rcljjeftive Agents, collefl, procure, and provide, within fuch the Provinces and DiftriAs 
as aforefaid, the full Quantity of Five thoufand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds of Opium of the 
beft Quality, and at Icaft equal to the Quality of the beft Opium of the Dutch Eaft India Com¬ 
pany, in each and every Year during the faid Four Years, that is to fay, within the fsyd Pro¬ 
vince of Bahar the faid Quantity of Three thoufand Six hundred and Sixty Maunds hereinbe¬ 
fore mentioned, and in the faid feveral Diftrifts of Boglepore, Havely, Mongheer, Purnea, 
Rungpore, and Baharbund, hereinbefore mentioned, the nirther Quantity of Two thoufand 
Maunds, and (hall and will procure amd provide fuch further and other (^antity of Opium, of 
equal good Quality with the Quantity above-mentioned, as can or may lawfully and reafonably 
be colleflcd, procured, and provided yvithin the fame Provinces or Diftridts, and every of them, 
and alfo fliall and will well and tru y (ileliver, or caufe to be delivered, to or on Behalf of the 
faid United Company, unto the Servants of the faid United Company, at the Khalfa of thefaid 
United Company at Fort William aforefaid, with fuch Allowances and Contingencies for the 
Delivery of it as was and arc made to John Mackenzie, Efqi for the Opium delivered by the 
faid John Mackenzie, Efqj at the Khalfa aforefaid, that is to fay, after the Rate of Ten Current 
Rupees for etich and every Cheft of Opium which (hall be delivered from the Provinces of Ba- 
liar, and of Ten Current Rupees for each and every Cheft of all the Opium which (hall be deli¬ 
vered from the Pjovince of Bengal; the Whole and every Part and Parcel of the laid Opium to 
be colledkd, procured, and provided as aforefaid, in its crude State; and lliall and will well and 
fufficiently manufafture, and caufe and procure fuch Opium to be manufadlured, at fuch Places rc- 
fpeiftively, or at any or either of them,, under and fubjeft to the Superintendance, Controul, and 

' DircAions 
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Dit 4 £fctons of fuch Peribn ud Fdrfoiu pafiifoiviy. ak'.lho Gorernor f^erai and Council lhall 
from Titite to Timc apipomtafor that PUrpQfr, of every^Expqu^e, and all Colts and 

Chargesvwhatibtiver (fave 'Cbeifevml and Prices and S^m$ of Money herein before ; 

covenanted and. , agreed to. be piid biol for the i/aitvie)» and the fald Stephen Sulivan, 
for hunfl^l^hU: Ptocsi Ex^tjiiptlj and AdminidraforSi do.th. further covenant, promlfe^ and. 
agree, .to. and. with die faid Uniced Contpuiy, that jf,Pefault (hall be made in the De¬ 
livery .of the .faid itipulaCed (^entity of Three thoufand Sir-^hundred and Sixty Maunds 
Bahar Ophim, or any Part thereof, Yearly and every Year> during fuch Time and Times 
as hjtreinbefore is mentioned, that then and in Aich Cafe he the faid Stephen Sulivan, his . 
Executors* and Addniniftrators, lhall and will well and truly pay, or caufe to be paid, unto the' 
faid United Company, or to the faid Governor General iuid Council, on Bclialf of tlie faid 
United: Company, the full and juft Sunt Of Tbree.hundred Sicca Rupees (over and above and 
exclufive of 'the Money hereinbefore covienanted and agreed to be jiaid him iii Advance, on 
account of each and every fuch Mauod of Opium as aforefaid, and whien Advance he will well 
and truly repay). for each and every Cheft of Opivm which lhall be fa deficient as aforefaid, as 
and for ftated Damages hereby fixed and agreed upon to bej^d on account of any fuch Ihort 
Delivery» and alft), <that he the faid Stephen Sulivan, his j^ecutors and Adminiftrators, lhall 
and will well ahd truly pay, or caufe to be paid, to the faid United Conmany, or to the faid 
Governor Genecal and Council, for and on account of the laid United Company, the further 
Sum of Seven hundred and Fifty Sicca Rupees for each and every Cheft of Opium which He or 
they ftiall, at any Time during fuch Four Years as aforefaid, fell> bmer, or in any Manner, 
direftly or indirefHy, dilpofe of Or deliver to any Perfon or Perlpns whomfoever, other than 
and except the faid United Company i it being the true Intent and Mean'ing of thefc Prefects, 
and of the Parties to the fame, that no Part of the Opium which'may or can be provided by the 
faid Stephen Sulivan, under and by,virtue of thefe Prefents, in the Provinces aforefaid, lhall be 
dilpofed of or delivered to any Perfon, but for and on account of the faid United Company, 
under any Exercife or Pretence whatfoever: And laftly, the faid Stephen Sulivan doth, for him- 
fklfi his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiftrators, further undertake, promife, and agree to and with 
the laid United Company, their SuccelTors and Alligns, that he the faid Stephen Sulivan, his 
Executors, Adminiftrators, and Alligns, lhall and will well and truly pay, or caufe to be paid, ' 
unto the faid United Company, their Succeflbrs and Alligns, fuch Duties upon all and every 
Part of fuch Opium which may happen to be imported by him or them into the faid Provinces 
of Bengal and Bahar, from Ghazipore, the Diftritt of the Raja.h of Benares, or the Province of 
Oude, which are ufu^y paid Iw all other common M.^ehant Adtenturers, or other Perfons 
whatfoever. In Witnefe whereof the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efq» the Governor General, 
and Edward .Wheler, Efqj Counfcllor of the faid Prcfidency of Fort William, to one Part of 
thefc Prefents delivered to the faid Stephen Sulivan, have fet theif Hands, ahd have caufed the 
common Seal of the faid United Company to*be affixed} and the faid Stephen Sulivan, to one 
other Part thereof delivered to the faid Goverrfor General and Council for the faid United Com¬ 
pany, hath fet his Hand and Seal, the Day and Year firft above written, 

Sealed and delivered, (where no Stamps ' 

arc in ufc or to be had) in the Pre- 
fence of 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confukations, the 6th November 1781, 

J^EAD the following Letter from Mr. George Williainfon. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Ef(]^uire, Governor General, &c. Members of the 
Council General. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

As I conceive my prefent Application will be thought nO wife unfeafonable, fo I hope you 
will pardon my intruding up6n your Leifure. 

When the Appointment I hold was beftowed upon me by your Board, every Thing fold for 
the Company in your various Departments was done at my Office, confcqucntly it was ncccffary 
for me to have proper Offices, Warehoufes, and Servants, for the Performance of your Orders. 
Since that Period, the Agents for cloathing the Army have received the principal Part of the 

SsL. Com. Rep. IX. T Broad 
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Broad C^gith ; the Cc^traddivfor jthe-t^ng of 'Cannon» have, bees ftip>: 

ptied iri^ 'large Quantities of CO{^('f ih 6 Two Year* ha*'b^.fold in. Pare 

bjr private Concrafb, and no# amoft the Whd»Of bieeo received from Paow this. Tew 

hiading forChiniii wherebi the Contmiflion dto G^iw ibid by public Sale thefit Thns Years 
ba{tl> has fallen very fhort of the aAual EapeH'Cli l^haVi |^ea 5Rbliged to keep up Efta- 

blUhmcnc of my Omcei fn whieK rtiuft bb ftA^bte V caniiet euctail any jhut,. it being im-* 
polfible ibr me to i%U at what Periods Sales ihay be ordereii^ or' #hat may be the Nature of 
thofe Sales, and thbrefore I muft w aUiTktiea-ll^^prepaied for the Executioiiiof your Com¬ 
mands. could I even afcertain chefe Pe^tt, would not be in my Power to procure pro¬ 
per PeHbhs on fuch precariour Syftbmi vdio ftmft nob only be tru(l-wo^y, bbc alib ved^ in 
the Bufinefs. ‘ . ' ' ■ ’ < ' ' :, 

Prom thcfe Confiderariowr, I iStr leld to flatter myfolf, you will judge it reafonablc>that t 
Ihbuki be albwed Cotnmiflroh olrt^aB thofe^^GeiDd* Which ufuaHy were fold at public Sale» agree¬ 
able to the Tenor of the Cothpariy’a Chdre#, although §f Stste'm^ haw made it prtptr 

ie dijpoje 9f them by priDate Cmra^t ot tb trte^rt them for Sale eUewhens » and I am the more 
induced to hope that my Aj^ication wllf meet with yow ready Acquiefeenoe, when it is con- 
fidered, that it is exprdfod In my Ap^ointirieht, I fliall be allonred One per Cent, on all Sales; 

that in no one Salir comn^ed to my (Charge, have the Company' raftaiited 'the Ici^ lofs}” 
and that the Contniftor for Ophium is to draw Commiflion on the' Ophiutsv now foipping 
on the Compands Account. ' 

The Comminarics at Ch?nftnih having appointed {without any exprefs Directions, is I un- 
derftand, from you) anOtheV PCrfOn to ftperintend the Dutch Sales, I cannot but efteem it a 
Refleftion as well at a HardiWp, Whiich 1 am confident my ConduA has not meritech cfpecially 
as they well knew the Sale^ of the French Captures were made, by me, and even made ac¬ 
quainted with the Nature qf nty Appointment; which fays* In the moft dired and poCdve Terms, 
that all Safes ordered by you, or vf any Department immediately depending upon you (which 
afiuredly thofo Cowmiffaries art) flrtll be made by me: I therefore moft humbly intreat, that 
Aould there be any forthtr Sales to be made at Chinforab, I may be direfted to condufo 
them. 

Calcqtti, 1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

t?th Odober (Signed). Geo. Williamfom 

As by the late.Regulationf .of foe.Boar^, the Bwgal thd Bahw dphium Is, now difpatched to 
the Prefidcncy by the Contractor,, without the' utual Certificates of the Qpaa^qr, and Quality 
ofit I ,1 , , -is 

Agreed, That Mr. Getu^ WUEaBifon be app<^ed to receive the Charge Of the Ophium, 
from the Committee of Revenue, on its Arrival m Calcutta, and to report to the Board the Quan¬ 
tity and Condition of all the Ophhim which may he delivered by the Contractor; and that he be 
further entrufted with the Charge of repacking and Ihipping fuch Quantities as may be ordered 
for Exportation ; drawing for his Trouble the fame Commiuion'as has been allbwed him on the 
Company’s Sales, as a Compenfadon for the I^es he would otherwife fuftain by the Exporta¬ 
tion of the Ophium, and id lieu of all other Bbipences incidental to his prelTent Eftablifhment 
of Public Vendue Matter. 

Agreed alfo, That Mr. Williamfon be allowed to draw Commiflion upon the Ophium of the 
laft Scafon exported on the Betfy, as well as on that fold by private Contradt. • 

The Board having deter mi ned that the Dutch Property captured at ChwfutabL.il)OvldL.be 
placed under the foie Management of the Commiflaries appointed for that Purpofc, are of Opi¬ 
nion that Mr. Williamfon's Claim to the Difpofal of the fame cannot be complied with. 

Agreed, That the Committee of Revenue be advifed of Mr. Williamfon’s Appointment; as 
follows: 

To Mr. John Shorc^ AdUng Prefident, &c. Members of the Committee of Revenue. 

Gentlemen, 

We have this Day thought prOTcr to appoint Mr. GeOrge Williaiftlbn to receive Charge of the 
Opium from you on its Arrival ii| Calcutta, for the Purpofc of reporting to us the Quantity and 
Condition of it; md haVe further entrufted lum widi the Charge of repacking and fhipping foch 
Quantities as may be ordered for ExporUtian; in Confideration of which Trouble, he has been 
granted the fame Commiflion as was allowed him on the Company’s Sales, in lieu of all other 
Expences incidental toliis prelimtEiftablilbaMtot of PuUtc Ysnwd Matter. 

We have alfo allowed Mr. Williamfon to draw Commillloa upon the Opium of the latt Sea- 
fon exported on the Betfcy, ds wdl as that fold by private Cootradfc. 

Fort William, " We are, flee, 

the .6th November lySt, 

Agreed, 
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Agreed, That an Ettrad: of fiich Part of Mh WilHamfdn’s Letter; as relates to the Company’^ 
Imports, &c..«tth:aCoOT iheQ6«!d'» Refoiiutioo, .gitut^gliim CftnUtdmoh .dptjn the Ophim 
of the laft Seafon, be referred to the Board of Trade, with the follonririg Letter. 

To Philip Milner Dactes, BTquire, Prefid^filt, Ac: M^nnib^rs of the Boai^ of Trade. 

Gentlemen, 

fendofed we tranfmit you ati Extraft of a Letter ^e have receiW from Mr. Williamfon, with 
a Copy of our Refolution on fuch Part of it as appertained tO our Department 4 and recommend it 
to you to grant him a Ihnilar Indulgence refp^ing the Company’s Imports, Sec. which were 
ufually difpofed of by public Sale, provided you fee no material Objedioh to it. 

Fort William, We are, Arc, 

the 6th November 1781. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confbltationsi the iith December 1781. 

•HE following Letter from the Agent to the Opium Contraftor was circulated to the Mem¬ 
bers of the Board. 


To the Honourable the Governor General and Council^ in their Revenue Department. 

Honourable Sir Snd Sirs>* 

The Agents to the Opium Cdntraflor in Bahar and Bengal have feverally made Application to 
me, toaddrefsyour Honourable Board on the prefent State of the GOdowns allotted for manufac¬ 
turing the Opium in thefe Diflrids i thofe in Patna (where the Bahar Opium is prepared) are much 
too imall for the PurpoTe, as the Opium,which was formerly manufartured by the Dutch in their 
own Godowns, mult now be manuta6hired in the Honourable Company’s* Thofe in Bengal are 
only Mud and Straw, which require oonltant Repairs, 

There are Godowns belonging to the Fadory formerly held by the Dutch at Patna, which 
would anfwcr for the Purpofe of manufaduring the.B^u' Opium. 

I mult therefore requeft that your Honourable Board would either fuBur an additional Wing 
to be built to the prclcnt Godown (which may be completed for the Sum of Ten thoufand Sicca 
Rupees) or that you would be pleafed to order that the Godowns formerly belonging to the 
Dutch, in their Fadory at Patna, be delivered over to the Contractor’s Agent. 

With refped to the Godowns in Bengal, the Agent to the Contrador requefts that your Ho¬ 
nourable Board would be pleafed to allow him me Sum of Four thoufand Rupees to keep the 
Godowns in Repair for the next Four Years, which being only One thoufand Rupees per Annum, 
I hope your Honourable Board can have no Objedion to allow fo reafonable a Charge, particularly 
as this Sum was allowed to the late Contrador’s Agent. 

* I mull alfo requeft, that your Honourable Board would be pleafed to order One Cheft of the 
Opium nianufadured for the Dutch, to be delivered to the Agent for the Contrador in Bahar; 
as the Contrad ftipulatcs, that the Honourable Company’s Opium lhall be equal in ^ality to 
that delivered to the Dutch annually, that the Agent may have fomc Rule to dired him in pre¬ 
paring the next Year’s Opium. This Cheft, if granted, will remain in the Godown at Patna, 
and be re-delivered to the Honourable Company when the Seafon for manufaduring the Opium 
is over. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

November 28th (Signed) John Benn> 

1781. Attorney to Stephen Sulivan. 


Agreed, That the following Letter be in confequence written to the Chief of Patna: 
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To Mr. W. A. Brooke, Chief of the Revenue Department at Patna. 

Sir, . - ; 

The Agent to the Opium Contraftor in Bahar having applied to us for the Godowns formerly 
belonging to the-Dutch at Patna, for the Ufe of the Manufacture of that Article, we dcilre you 
will deliver them over to him accordingly. 

You will alfo be pleafed to caufe a Cheft of the Opium manufactured for the Dutch, to be de¬ 
livered to the Contractor’s Agent, as a Multer to direCt him in preparing the Opium for the 
enfuing Seafon. 

Fort William, We arc, 6cc. 

■ the 49th'November 1781. 

Agreed, That Orders Umilar to thofe contained in the above Letter be ilTued to the Commif- 
faries at Chinfurah. 

Agreed, That the Agent to the Opium ContraAor be allowed the Sum of 1,000 Rupees per 
Annum, for the Repairs of the Godowns allotted for manufacturing the Opium in Bengal. 

Ordered, That the Attorney to the Opium Contractor be advifed of the above Refolution 
tind Orders.- 
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EVIDENCE of Mr. Higginfon, refpeCting O P H I U M. 

A Lexander Higginfon, Efquire, attending according to Order, was alkcd. How long he 
has been in the Company's Service ? to which he laid, Twenty Ycars.—Being afleed, Upon 
what Eflablilhment i he faid. Upon the Bengal Civil Eftablilhment: and when he left Bengal, at 
the End of 1781, he was a Member of the Board of Trade.—Being afked. Whether he was at 
Calcutta when the Refolution was taken to fend the Inveltmenc of OphiumTo the Market of Can¬ 
ton ? he faid, Yes, he was there.—Being afleed. Whether that ProjeCt originated from the Board of 
Trade ? he faid. No.—Being afleed. Whether it was referred to the Board of Trade ? he faid. No. 
—Being afleed. Whether the Court of Directors had not decided, that the Ophium Concern, when 
delivered at Calcutta, fhould be under the Management of the Board of Trade, and for applying 
the Calh produced by the Sale to the Company’s inveftment for Europe ? he faid. They had.—Be¬ 
ing afkcd. When the Ophium Concern was taken out of the Board ofTrade ?—he faid. He thinks at 
the End of 1780 or the Beginning of 1781.—Being afleed, WhatReafuns were afligned for taking 
that Concern from the Board ofTrade ? he faid. He does not remember the Particulars, but they 
were fuch as were not approved of by the Board ofTrade j and of courfe they wrote their Sen¬ 
timents accordingly to the Governor General and Council.—Being alkcd. Whether any Mifeon- 
duCl was charged on the Board of Trade, as a Reafon for taking it from their Management ? he 
faid. The only Reafons he thinks they afligned, were, that the Board ofTrade having made a 
Sale of Part of the Ophium of the Year 1780 to one or more China Merchants, at a very advan¬ 
tageous Price for the Company, though it was not expoled to public AuClion j and the Witnefs 
begged Leave to refer to the Remonftrance made by the Board of Trade on this Occafion, which 
is entered on the Company’s Records.—Being afleed. Whether he confiders the Ophium of the 
Year 1780, fold by the Board ofTrade, to havevbecn fold at a good Price ? he faid, Yes.—Being 
afkcd. Whether, at the Time of that lall Sale, he confidcred tJie Market as likely to fall fuddcnly ? 
he faid. Markets for Ophium are like Markets for other Goods, li.;ble to fludhute ; that when 
they made that Sale, they confidcred it as an advantageous Sale, and at a very projter Period of 
Time, the Ships being then abottf to depart for China.—Being alked, Whether he had any Rea¬ 
fon to apprehend, that at the Time in which he would have put up the next Lot to Sale, they 
could not have difpofed of the Ophium but at a very difadvantageous Price ? he f.iid, They 
thqflght the Market run a much Jreater Rifque of falling than rifing.—Being afleed. How much 
per Cent, he fhould call a conflderable Fall in Pi ice ? he faid. From Five to Fifteen per Cent.— 
Being alkcd. Whether he had any Reafon, from the State of the Market, to apprehend a greater 
Reduction than what he has mentioned ? he faid, Not at that Period.—Beinu, afkcd. Upon what 
Reprefentation the Council General confidcred the next Sale at Calcutta as likely to be fo very 
difadvantageous, as to make them hazard a contraband Trade to China in this Article, to‘avoid 
that j^fs ? he faid, He docs not know; for their Proceedings were not open to his particular In- 
fpefbion ?—Being afkcd, Wliether he ever heard that ihe Company’s Servants at China had repre- 
iented Ophium as a proper Article of Commerce to be configned to thein ? he faid, No.—Be¬ 
ing afleed, How foon after their laft Sale the Concern of Ophium was taken out of their Hands ? 
hefaidf Some Months; it was the next Year’s Pioducc, that of the Year 1781.—Being afked, 
Ja what Manner the Council General put up their Ophium to Sale, after it had been taken out of 
3 the 
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the Management of the Board of Trade ? he faid. He has heard that it was ient to China.>—Be- 
ing afked. Whether there was any Sale made or attempted by the Council General at Calcutta, 
after the Management had been taken out of the Hands of the Board of.Trade, and before they 
refolvcd to fend it to China ? he faid. During this Time he was confined by a fevere Illnefs of 
Five Months, which prevented him from acquiring Information fufficient to anfwer this Quef- 
tion with any kind of Prccifion ; he believes, during this Period, there was fome Correfpondence 
between the Board of Trade and the Council General on the Subjeft of Ophium. 

Being afked, Who had the Ophium Contradk when he left Calcutta ? he faid, Mr. Stephen Suli- 
van, as he heard.—Bein^ alkcd, If he heard whether he held it himfclf, or had afligned it to 
others ? he faid, He heard it was afligned to others Ihortly after he obtained it.—Being afked, Who 
were the Aflignees ? he faid. He heard Mr. Benn was one, and Mr. Young another.—Being 
afked, Whether there were One or more Sub-Afllgnments ? he faid. The Report that prevailed 
at Calcutta was, that Mr. Benn hrfl; obtained it of Mr. Sulivan, and Mr. Young had it from Mr. 
Benn.—Being afked. Whether he heard what Confideration Mr. Benn gave to Mr. Sulivan for 
it ? he faid. Various Reports prevailed; his Illnefs, and fubfequent Departure for Europe, pre¬ 
vented him from attending to thofe Circumftances, which otnerwife he fhould have probably 
done. 

Beiiig afked. In what Office was Mr. Sulivan when he left Calcutta ?—he faid. Judge Advocate 
General.—Being afked. Whether he was with the Army ? he faid. No, he was up the Country 
with Mr. Haflings.—Being afked. Whether he was in Mr. Haftings’s Family ? he faid. He was 
fo confidered. 

Being afked. If he knows what were the Inflrudions of the Company, at that Period when 
Ophium was fold by private Contraft, relative to the Manner of felling it ? he laid, There was 
no Alteration that he knows of in the Conmany’s Orders relative to the Sale of Ophium, after 
their general Refolution and Orders, that it fhould be delivered to the Board of Trade, and fold 
to the beft Advantage.—Being afked. Whether the Board of Trade had a diferetionary Power of 
felling it by public Sale or private Contradl, as they fhould think fit ? he faid, He conceives they 
were undoubtedly authorized to do either, as they ffiould confidcr beft for the Advantage of the 
Company.—Being afked, Whether he thinks it would have fold worfe by public Auftion at 
that Time f h? faid, Yes.—Being afked, Whether there were no other China Merchants at Cal¬ 
cutta than thofe who purthafed the Ophium ? he faid. Not Merchants of fuch extenfive Credit as 
thofe who purchafed it 5 befidcs, the Period and State of the Market, on account of the Ships fail¬ 
ing for China, was particularly favourable to the Sale of it at that Time in preference to wait¬ 
ing the ufual Time of the public Sale, when tjierc would be fewer Ships ready to proceed to China, 
Being afked. Whether the Board of Trade had no diferetionary Power with refpefl: to the 
Time of felling Ophium by public Audlion ? he faid, He conceives they had.—Being afked, If 
he thinks they would have been juftified to their Employers in felling it by public Auftion, when 
it was likely to fetch the beft Price ? he faid. Of courfc they would} their Reafons for not doing 
it by public Adion, appears on the publjc Rec.ords.—Being afked. Whether the Council General 
had any Power of direfting the Boaid of Trade, whether they fliould fell it by public Audlion or 
private Sale ? he faid, He does not conceive they had.—Being afked, Whether the Council Ge¬ 
neral had a Power of fufpending any of the Members of the Board of Trade ? he faid. The 
Line drawn for the Power between the Governor General and Council and the Board of’I'rade, 
was fully fet forth at the Time of the Appointment of the Board of Trade; he knows of no further 
Power that the Council General had from the Eaft India Company, than what was exprefled there¬ 
in.—Being afked. If he knows any thing, of his own Knowledge, relative to the Confideration given 
for the Contraft upon Ophium to Mr. Stephen Sulivan, or to Mr. Benn ? he faid, No, he docs not. 
—Being afked. Whether the Sale of this Ophium Contract was not a Matter of general and pub¬ 
lic Notoriety ? he faid. Yes. 

Being afked. How long he was a Member of the Board of Trade.? he faid. Near Three 
Years.— 

Being afked. How the Right of Pre-emption to the Company is fccured, according to the Or¬ 
ders of the Court of Direftors of the 23d March 1775, Paragraph 47 ? he faid. The Right of 
Execution of thofe Orders was very much difputcd in Bengal, and he does not think they were 
generally carried into Execution ?—Being afked. Whether there was any Suit inftituted in the 
Supreme Court of Judicature upon that Subjeft ? he faid. Not on the general Subjedl, to his 
Knowledge, but on the Minutia*} he has hc.ard of fevcral Suits depending on the difputed Points 
of Advances for the Inveftment.—Being afked. Whether thofe Suits turned upon the general 
Right of the Company to force Men to work upon Advances made by the Company ; or, upon 
their having received Advances, not to work for others until thofe Advances had been fatisfied ? 
he faid. Upon both.—Being afked, Wh.it Judgment was given by the Court upon each of thefe 
Points ? he faid, He does not recollcft fiifiicicntly to anfwer this Queflion, as he never was em¬ 
ployed in providing the Company’s Inveftment ?—Being alked. Whether thtre was any Suit m 
the Supreme Court, tending to controvert the Company’s Right of making or granting any othcf 
Monopoly, fuch as thofe of Ophium, Salt, or Salt Petre f he faid, He docs not know of any, 
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EXTH ACT of ^n«ral Coaftdtatiow, Ae30A JuJy 17^1. 




the following L,cttc,r &on> IS^r. Cu^ijbm Thornhill« 


honourable Sir and S|rSf 

Undcrftanding that it is your Iiiitpntion feo enoQit the Honour Ale Company's Opium now on 
Hand, I humbly beg L<eaye to lubmit to your Conliderafion a Plan of a vpywe to Ae Eaftwardf 
and China and Ihould it meet wi A ^ur Approbation, I beg Leave to make a Tender of my Ship, 
.the Betfey (lent to Bomb?qr for Ac Purpofe of being Iheamcd wlA Copper, and expeded here 
next Month) to carry the Opium, and to recommend Ae prefent Commander of that Ship, Cap¬ 
tain Giddes, as a proper Perfon to be entrufted wiA the Navigation of Ae Ship, and the Sale of 
the Opium. I engaM that the Bct^ lhall carry Guns, j 5 Pounders, and 100 Men, so Eu¬ 
ropeans, if to be had, bcfides the Omcers, and 80 Lafcars. I take the Liberty to propofc to your 
Honourable Board, that the Ship Ihould firft go to Rio, and d|lpQ(e of 700 Chefts of Opium, 
taking in the ^antity of Tin, Pepper, and Dollars, fpecificd m Ae Plan now fubmitted i and 
Aould Ihe not be able to difpofe of that Number of Chelis at Rio, or not be able to complete 
her Cargo of Tin, Pepper and Dollars, to proceed to Tringanny, where flic will no doubt be 
able to cfFed Ac Whole j which done, proceed to China with Ae remaining 700 Chefts, and her 
Cargo of Tin, Pepper, and Dollars, all of which to be difpofed of at Canton, and the net Pro** 
ceeds of the 1,490 Chefls to be paid into the Hands of the Supracai-goejs of the Honourable Com¬ 
pany at that Place. Should your Honourable Board be pleafed to approve of the general Outlines 
of the Plan, and to order the 1,490 Cherts of Opium to be delivered to me at the proper Time^ 
I will, if it Ihould meet with your Approbation, fliip them all in next MonA on board the 
Betfey, draw up Ae neceflary InftruAioos for the Captain, to be fubmitted to your Confidera- 
.tion, and in general take upm me, under your Orders, Ae Management of the Detail of Ae 
Voy^e i and upon the Receipt of the Opium, ^ecute whatever Papers may be neceflary for the 
due Execution of Ac Truft repofed in me. 

If your Honourable Board mould wi& to adopt Ac fame Plan of Exportation for 1,500 Cherts 
of the Opium which is expc&ed in December next, I beg Leave to offer yoamy Services to take 
Charge of it myfelf, and go wjA it on soy Ship Aat may be found fit for Ae Purpofe, in Ae 
Month of January next, on the fame Voyage as proppfed for the Bctfty. By following her at Ae 
Ports Ac may t.ouch at, I AsU be able tp flniA whatever may be left unfettled of her Cargo; 
snd by proceeding to Chipa after her, I Aall be able to fettle every Account refpeding both 
Ships, fee that the whole Proceeds of both Cargoes have beep dyly paid ipto Ae Hands of the 
SuprScargbes, and ip Aort, fettle every Part of the Voyage to Canton, in a Manner that 1 hope 
will give Satisfaftion to your HonourAlc Board. 

I have Ae Honour, &c, 

Calcutta, (Signed) Cudbert Thornhill. 

jtSA July 1781. 


Prdcred, That Ae Inclofurc in Ae above Letter be entered after Ac Copfultation. 


D' 
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"the ibovc Letter and Plan offers Two Points to the Confideration of the Board j namely, 
the Difiioral of the Company’s Opiym, and the Mpans of remitting a confiderable Sum to the 
Supra Carjgoes in China, With refpeft to the Firft, there is little Profoeft of felling the Opium- 
here at areaibnable Price ; the Endeavours of the Board to dilpofe of it, even fo low as at 400 
Rupees, hfive been in vain. No Purchafers have offered, and there is little Profpeft of any offer¬ 
ing. OpUinn is purchafed by Individuals for the Purpofe of exporting it to Batavia, the Eaftern 
Idands, and China. The War which has lately broke out with the Dutch, puts a Stop to the 
Expdrtation to Batavia, and the Voyages which are undertaken in fmall Veffels with Opium to the 
Eaftetn lilands, arc become, from the fame Circumftance, fo very dangerous, that few or no Indi¬ 
viduals Will engage them, Thcfe two Chann’ds of Export being (topped, it is but natural to fup- 
pofe that thc' Price of Opium will fill, from the Demand being lelTened. ' 

As to the Second Point, which Mr. Thornhill's Plan offers to the Confideration of the Board, 
the Supply for China ; it appears to be a very advantageous one. The ufual Supply has been 
by .a Remittance of Bullion to China. The great Aids that this Government has affoided to the 
other Prefidencies, have already been a very confiderable Drain to this Country of its ready 
Money, it therefore becomes an Objedfc of thc firft Confequence with the Board, to put a Stop, as 
far as they are able, to a Method of Supply ruinous to thc Provinces. It is evident that it is much 
cafier for this Country to export its own Manufafturcs, than its Specie} and when praiSticablc it 
(hould always be done, when Supplies are to be fent to the ot^^^fcfidencies. Upon thc Whole, 
tlien, it appears, that Mr. Thornhill’s Plan furnilhes the oolyiMPma that can be thought of for 
difpofing of,{he Company’s Opium to Advantage, and of fenamg a Supply to China, that will 
be Icfs felt by this Country than thc ufual Remittance in Bullion.—With refpefl: to thc Exporta¬ 
tion of a fecond Quantity in January next, thc Board do not think it necelTary to determine there¬ 
upon for thc prefent. 

Refolved, That Mr. Thornhill’s Propofals for the Exportation of 1,490 Chefts of Opium, in the 
Bctfey, be accepted j and that thc Management of thc Detail of the Voyage be left to him > but 
that he fubmit to thc Board the Letter of Inftrudtions for thc Captain, and that he do not give 
any Direftiops refpe(fting the Voyage, or Difpofal of thc Opium, without firft fubmitting them to' 
thc Board for their Approbation. 

Ordered, That thc ncceffary Papers be prepared for Mr. Thotnhill to execute} that the Com¬ 
mittee of Revenue be direft^ to deliver thc 1,490 Chefts of Opium to Mm, when thc Ship (hall 
be ready to take them in, and when (hipped Mr. Thornhill do deliver the Bills of Lading to thc 
Secretary. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Conftiltations^ the nth Oftober 1781. 

Read t^c following Letter from Mr. Thornhill. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

1 take the l-ibcrty of informing the Honourable Board, that the Ship Bctfey is arrived from 
Bomhay, and that 1 am fitting her out with all polTiblc Expedition for China, agreeable to my 
b ngagcnient with the Honourable Board j but as I ihall have fo valuable a Charge as the Opium 
o^he Company on Freight for China, 1 humbly hope thc Honourable Board will cxcufc my foli- 
citing on that Account the Grant of Two Twelve Pounders , and Ten Six Pounders, for the De¬ 
fence of thc faid Veffelj and I .im the more induced to trouble the Board with the prefent Appli-. 
cation, I am informed that the faid Number of Guns arc now lii the Grand Magazine. I (hall 
efteem thc Honourable Board’s Compliance a very (ingular Favour •, and remain, 

Calcutta, With the greateft Refpeft, &c. 

loth Odlobcr 1781. (Signed) Cudbert Thornhill. 

Ag'-ecd, That Mr. Thornhill|s Requeft be referred to thp Boarft pf Ordnance, with the following 
Letter. 

Gentlemen, ^ 

We enclofe Copy of a Letter addrcfTed to us by Mr. Cudbert Thornhill j which wc requeft you 
will order to be complied with, provided the Guns he applies for can be fpared, without Incon^ 
vcnience; but (hould the Cafe be -jrherwife, wc defire that you will order a fufficient Number to 
be immediately call at the poundery for the Ufe of his YelTcl. 

Fort William, Wp arc, &c. 

I Ith Odober 1781. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultationst the ijth Oftober 1781. 

£xtra£t of a Letter from john Macintyitt $ecittary to the Board of Ordnance, to ■ 
the Governor General and Council lb Bengal. ’ 

1 am further defired to lignify to you^ that yojur Orders of the tith Inftant, direfting this 
Board to-comply vith Mr. Cudbert Thornhill^s Requifition for Twelve Pieces of Ordnance^ for 
die Defence of the Ship Betfey, fhall be immediately carried into Execution. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Confuitations) the 29th Odlober 
Read the following Letter and IncloTure from Captain Tho/uhill t 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

In confequence of your Direflions, received from the Committee of Revenue, have Ihipped 
1,466 Chefts of Patna Opium on board the Betfey, Captain Robert Giddes, bound to Canton 1 
and as that Velfel is now ready to fail, I beg Leave to fubmic to your Honourable Board, for 
your Approbation, the Indru^HoMd have prepared for Captain Giddes, and alfo the Invoice of 
Opium, together with One Bil^ipAding, as a Voucher tW it has been Ihipped on account of 
^e Company. Should you be pl^ed to approve of the Itiftru£tibns to Captain Giddes, I requeil: 
to be favoured with your Commands refpeaing them as foon as may be convenient, as alfo your 
Difpatches for the Supracargocs at Canton, as I think it advlfeable to fend away the Betfey im¬ 
mediately, that ihe may have Time to perform her Voyage in fuch a Manner as to be able td 
take the utmoft Advantage of the Markets at the Places to vrhich ftie is defined. 

1 have the Honour, &c. 

Calcutta, (Signed) Cudbert Thornhill. 

29th 0£l;ober 1781* 


♦ To Captain Roljcrt Giddes, 

Sir, i k j 

On the Receipt of this, with the accompanying Invoice and Bill of Lading of the Honourable 
Compaiiy’s Opium, freighted on the Ship Bfetfcy, of which you are to go as Commander, on a 
Voyage td thd Mallay Coaft and China, you will repair on board, and proceed as hereafter 
diredted. 

On your leaving the Pilot, you are to proceed, with all Expedition, firft to the Port of Rio^ 
where you will endeavour to difpofe of as much of the Opium as you can, to the beft Advantage 
(for Spanilli Dollars in preference) alfo Tin and Pepper, or other Aich Articles as will anfwer 
the China Mfir^et. During yoyr PalTagc to Rhio, and all other Ports, you are to avoid any In- 
tercourfc with llraoge Ships or Veflfels, and at all Times to be on yoUr Guard againll Enemies 
Ships and Privateers, as well as the Natives on the Mallay Coaft, by keeping your People alert, 
nncT your GunS and fmail Arms in proper Order and loaded, to prevent being furprized, and on 
your leaving the Ship to go aftiore at any of the Mallay Ports, to give proper Direftions to your 
Officers for their Conduft during your Abfence, which muft be as little as the Nature of your 
Budnefs will admit of. As yoU will be at Rhio at a Time when ydu will have rto Competitors, 
I think you have good Reafon to expcA a good Price for the Opium. You will remain at Rhio 
until my Arrival in another Ship, which Will probably be about the latter End of January, or at 
fartheft in all the Month of February, when you will receive Orders for your furtjicr Proceed¬ 
ings } but fliould the other Ship, by any unforefeen Accident, not arrive, you arc in that Cafe 
to remain at Rhio until the latter End of May, when you will proceed to Tringanny, and there 
to fell as much of the Opium as you tan, on the (ame Conditions as above direfted. At any of 
thofe Ports, Ihould you find it abfolutely neceffaty to fell feme Parr of the Opium on Credit, you 
may do fo, by limiting the Time of the Payment of the Money fo as not to exceed the proper 
Time for going to China j however, this muft only be to the principal Merchants. 

On your Arrival at China, you are to pay into the Honourable Company’s Trcaftiry there 
what DoHars you may have procured on the Mallay Coaftj alfo, after the Sale of your Cargo at 
China, yoU arc likewife to pay the Amount into the Honourable Company’s Treafliry, taking the 
Supracargocs Receipts in Triplicate for all fuch Sums as you lhall pay them on Account of the 
Honourable Company* Wilhing you Healthy,and a fuccefsful Voyage, 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

(Signed) Cudbert Thornhill- 

Appi'ovcd the tiiftruflions given to Captain Giddes. 

Sst,, Com. Rep. IX. 
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Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Canton: 

Gentlemen, 

Having entered into an Agreemet\t with Mr.^ Codb^tt Tl^on^hiU, by which be to hav^ the 
Difpofal of 1,490 Chefts of the Honourable Cojt^any’a Opium in the Strcights of Malacca, and 
to pay the Produce thereof as foon as may be into your Hands at Canton; we think it proper 
to acquaint you, that of this Quantity 1,466 Che 0 s have been laden on the Betfey, Captain 
Giddes, agreeably to the encl^ed^ Invoice' and Bill of Lading, amounting to Current Ru* 
pees 749,108. 9. 6. and that Captain Qiddea has received Inftruftions, of which we tranfmit 
you a Copy, directing him to pay the Amount Sales immediately into your Treafury, according 
to the Terms of Captain Thornhill’s Agreeip^nt. 

We have taken this Method of rt^ifing a ^pply for the China Inveftmcnr of the enfuing Sea- 
fon, in preference to making you a Remittance in Specie, bccaufe Our Exports to Fort Saint 
George nave been very confiderable. We found a Difficulty in felling the Company’s Opium at 
the ufual Price here* flatter ourfelvds, however, that the Mode adopted will yield a profit¬ 
able Remittance to the Company, and furniih you with the intended Refources in proper 
Time. 

In order to raife a Sum of Money for tlic Exigencies of the Company’s Affairs on this Side 
of India, we caufed a Publication to be iflued for the Receipt ^ Ten Lacks of Rupees into the 
Treafury here and having received this Sum agreeably to of the Advertiicment, which 

wc inclofc for your Information, we (hall grant Ccrtiflcates||||^ Subferibers in the Propor¬ 
tions allotted to each, which are to be exchanged for your iPliRs on the Court of Directors, 
either in full or only in Part, according to the Produce of the Opium, and^ the Terms of our 
Agreement with them, which is fpecifled both in the Advertifement and Certificates. 

Fort William, We are, &c. 

49th Oftober 1781. 
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COPY of Letter from Thomas Fit2hugh, Efquire, to Mr. Gregory, on the Subje£t of ex¬ 
porting Ophium to China. 

Dear Sir, 

I N conlequence of your Defire Yeftcrday, to give you my Opinion, “whether it would be proper 
“ to fend Opium from Bengal to China on the Company’s Account,” I fubmic to your 
Confideracion the following Chrcumftances, which have occurred to me on that Subjed. 

The Importation of Opium to China is forbidden on very fevere Penalties. The Opium 
on Seizure is burnt} the Veflcl on which it is brought to the Port confifeated} and the 
Chinefe in whofe Pofleffion it is found for Sale, punifhable with Death. 

It might be concluded, that with a Law fo rigid, no Foreigners would venture to import, nor 
any Chinefe dare to purchafe, this Article} yet Opium, for a long Courfe of Time, has been 
annually carried to China, and often in large Quantities, both by our Country VeflTels and thofe 
of the Portuguefe. It is Ibmetimes landed at Macao, and fometiines at Whampo, though 
equally liable to the above Penalties in cither Port, as the Portuguefe, are, fo to fay entirely 
under the Chinefe Rule. That this contraband Trade has hitherto been carried on without in¬ 
curring the Penalties of the Law, is owing to the Excefs of Corruption in the executive Part of 
the Chinefe Government, which of late Years has been carried to fuch an Height, that the 
Cuftom-houfe Officers have agreed, fcr Ten Dollars a Cheft, to let Opium go out of a Ship at 
.any Time of the Day. 

It is an Article which of cout(| fluduates greatly in Price, according to the Qyancity 
brought; and the Chinefe who buy It, and who are of the lower Sort, will not venture on the 
Purchafe without a large Profit, as the Rifle and Difiiculty are great after they are in PoiTefTion 
of it. The Price was fo low in the Year 1779, that a Captain of one of the Countty Veflels 
(who had a good deal of his own) |i\jrchafed of others on Speculation j and, as his Ship was 
obliged to return to India, he bought a fmall Veflel at Macao; brought her up to Whampo; 

} )ut all his Opium into her, and remained there the whole Year, felling it at fcvcral Times, in 
mall Parcels, as he could find Purchafers. 

In the Year 1780, a new Viceroy was appointed to the Government of Canton. This Man 
had the Rimutation of an upright, bold, ana rigid Minifler. 1 was infomned, he had Informa¬ 
tion of theic illicit Praftices, and was refolved to take Cognizance of them. Whether he did or 
not, 1 have had no Opportunity of knowing. It is however a Bufinefs liable to Difficulty and 
Difgrace. 


The 



, A P P E N D rt X N*77, 78. 


Hie Chinefe arc very renfible of the Difference between the Country Ships and thofe of the 
.Compact tetween the Company’s Mode of tranfiidUitf Bufinefs and that of all private Tra¬ 
ders ; They look up to your Slants as People conducing the Affairs of a great Company, 
who, at the ffuneXime that the^ endeavour b prevent Impofftions, aft with Candour, Regularity, 
'and Liberality. How muft this Opinion change, when your Servants are (on the Company’s 
Account) to deviate from the plain Road of an honourable Trade, to purfue the crooked Path 
of Smuggling I 

lam, 

wth peat Refpeft, 

Dear Sir, 

Portland Place, your obliged and 

July the 7th> lySa* obedient humble Servant, 

Tho* Fitzhugh. 
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TEXT RAC T of a Letter froth the Board of Trade at Port William in Bengal, to the Court 

of Direftors, dated 7th February 177 j. 

Par. 9. /^N the 18 th of January, the Governor General and Council wrote uS a Letter, informing 
^ us it was their Intention to retain the Ophium Bufinefs under their own Charge, as being 
immediately and neceffarily connefted with theRevenuc» We reprefented ourOpinion, that theMa-^ 
nagemeht of it belonged to our Departments obferving to them^ that the Cultivators of the Poppy 
were ho othftwife connefted with the Govftnment) than by paying a Rent to it, which was equally 
the Cafe with the Cultivators of the Mulberry and Cotton Plants $ that the Ophium Bufinefs has 
hitherto bCen cohfidered'as commercial, and all the Accounts relating to it had accordingly been 
inferted in yoUr Commercial Books, both at Patna and the Prcddencys that in faft it was en¬ 
tirely a commercial Tranfaftion, and the Income arifing from it a commercial Profit, and con- 
fCquently was a Part of the Duty of our Board, which you hadexprcfsly appointed for « manag- 
« irtg, condufting, and tranfafting your Trade and Commerce in Bengal, Bahar, and Oriflas” 
that you were concCrhcd in the Ophium Trade before yoU had obtained any Authority in the 
Revenue 5 and that defining it to be a Part of the Revenue, would be depriving you, as a 
Commercial Body, of an Advantage (which you formerly enjoyed, and which is ftill enjoyed 
by the French and by the Dutch Company. To this Reprelcntation we received no other 
Anfwcr from the Governor General and Council, than that they had “ paid due Attention 
« to our Flea, and remained confirmed in their former Opinion." 


EXTRACT of the Revenue Letter from Bengal, dated ajth November 1780. 

Par. 29. The more efieftually to fecure to the Company the Advantages which we hare Reafon to 
hope muff accrue to them, from the newly-adopted Mode of condufting this Manufafture within 
the Provinces, we have rcfolved, that a total Prohibition be laid on the Importation of Foreign 
Salt, to take place from the ill of January next; an Expedient to which we have been finally 
reduced, from the long Experience we have had of the Inefficacy of endeavouring to flop the 
Exportation of this Article by the Means of the heavy Duties we had laid on it. 

30. In confcqucnce of an Application made to us by Mr. Mackenzie, in the Month of April lall, 
we thought proper to prolong the Contraft held by him for the Provifion of the Opium pro¬ 
duced in the Provinces of Bengal and Bahar, for another Year, from the ill of September 1780, 
on the fame Terms as the Three preceding Years. 

31. We foon after received a Propofal from the ProiAncial Council at Patna, for the future Pro- 
vifion of the Bahar Opium { but as we had granted Mr. Mackenzie a Continuance of iiis Con- 
traft, we could not, confillently with that Engagement, and without Injultice to him, enter into 
the Confideration of their Propofal. 

32. Upon aRcprcfentation from the Contraftor, for the Inconvenience and Lofs with which the 
packing and difpatching of the Opium by the Commercial Chief at Patna had been attended 
for the laft Two Yeats, and a Requeft that the Mans^cment of this Part of the Bufinefs might 
for the future be committed to him, we were of Opinion, that as it was the Contraftor’s Intcreft 
the Opium Ihould be brought early to the Prefidency, and that it might yiehl the greateft poflible 
Advantage in the Sale of it, he was the fitteft Perfonto be entruffed with that Charge; we there¬ 
fore 
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fore gavti Oi-^ers a<^f6l-(lingl7‘, anrf direftnf the ta cojtfign the Opititn to the Supet- 

mwndanr of the Khalft Records, whoirv we inifhiftttl to^ it iminedratclf £br public Sale 

after it» Arritali 

co8f. 6 jant, J3. Thc Boafd of 'tiratfe thotight proper to rcmohftfate ag^riirtft the larttr Pin of this Refolutioiii 
conceiving themfelves deprited bf it of a Prmiegc, Uport a Reference to you of our 

former Difftrence concerning the Managemcftt of tw Oprom Bulinefe, yon had been plcafed to 
veft in them. But as they propofed, at the fame Tiroe, that if we ftill declined leaving the Sale 
of the Opium to them, the Proceeds might bp i^lfed to the Ufe of the inveftment, we readily 
acquiefeed in their Requeft, and direftcd the Superintendant of the Khalfa Records to pay them 
immediately, as they were received, to their Order, in Part of their ftipulated annual Supply. 
Which Arrangement, we conceive, i^ll cotnpletely anfwer your Intention, as well as that of the 
Board of Trade. 

34. The Letter from the Board of Trade, with our Reply, in which the Reafons are fully afligned 
for referving the Sale of thc Opium under our own Charge, are recorded in the Proceedings 
conf.sjune. notcd in the Margin. 


EXTRACT of a Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort Wllh'ath ift fiengal, dkted a5th 
November 1780. 

Soon after the Inftitution of our Board, we had OccafioMjF appeal to y6ii concerning our 
Right to the Management of the Opium Bufinefs, which tMUOvernor General and Council, 
conceiving to belong to the Revenue Department, withheld from us. You were plcafed to di« 
reft, that the Sale of the Ophium Ihould be committed to us, and at the fame Time to declare, 
that you were reftrained from intruding to us the Provifion of it likcwifc, only by an Opinion 
of the Provincial Council of Patna, exprefling their own better Competency for this Charge. 
Aceofdingly, the Sale of thc Ophium has refted in our Department fcveral Years} we have from 
Time to Time given you an Account of its Produce; and our Condudt in this Bulinefs has not 
been arraigned from any Quarter. But notwithftanding thc Fafts, thc Governor General and 
Council, at the fame Time that they difdaimed any Intettfion of implying a Cenfure upon our 
Management, notified to us in the Month of Ma^ laR, their Refolution to take away the Sale of 
the Ophium from our Department, and to give it to the Superintendant of the Khalfa^ Hereby 
we arc, without any afligned Reafon, deprived of a Privilege, which, having been formerly 
queftioned, was referred to your Honourable Court, and by you deliberately confirmed to us. 
However averfe to further References, we cannot avoid humbly to fubmit this Proceeding to 
you s And we fubmit alfo, that having given our Board a Conftitution, it is abfolutely requmte, 
for thc Prefervation of it, that a Limit be fixed to Changes originating here. 


APPENDIX, N>7p. 


ADDITIONAL SUPPLY of SALT PETRE and OPHIUM granted to thc Danes 
in 1781. 

Extrad of the General Letter from Bengal, dared 29^1 December 1781. 

Par. ifi. Y OU will obferve by our Confultatiomr, tint we have confented, at the particular 
^ Solicitation of the Danes, to increafe the Proportion of Saltpetre and Opium aUot<^ 
ted them for this Year, to 16,00c ^aunds of the former, and 400 Chefts of the latter. We the 
more readily granted fuch an Indu%ence to that Nation, becaufe their Government hece has al^ 
ways manifefted the mod peaceful and amiCable Difpofitioa towards the Company; and the Pro¬ 
portions which had been ufually allowed to the French and Dutch being intirely faved fince the 
Commencement of the War, aiforded us the Means of doing it with lefs Inconvenience to our 
own Occafions. They have been extremely thankful for this Mark of our Favour. 


APPENDIX, 
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EXTRACT of BeOgal General Confultations, the 17th September 1781. 

M r. Whcler, conformably to the Dcfire of the Governor General, lays before the Board a 
Letter from Colonel Watfon, refpedting the Sale of the Company’s Opium. 

Gentlemen, 

Haring long confidered, with great Stirprifc, the many DifadVarttages to which the Europeans 
and Indian Commerce of the Company and Britilh Subjefts are fubjefted to at the Port of Canton, 
by the Monopoly of the Cohong Merchants, who by fuch authorifed Eftablilhment are unable 
to enhance the Value of their own Commodities, and lower the Price of all Goods imported into 
China at their mere Will and Diferetion i I am at this Time induced to lay before the Board 
my Opinion of the great Benefits which might probably accrue to the Public, by an Attempt 
to open a Trade with the Eaftcrn and more Northern Provinces of China, whole Inhabitants 
are now, and have ever been, the chief Confumers of the moft valuable Articles exported from 
Great Britain j and it is to the^Provinces that we are principally indebted for the Two mod 
beneficial Articles of our Com 4 j|fl|||ii> Tea and Raw Silk. 

I am entirely at a Lofs to icSlfSllt for the Reafons which firR influenced the European Com¬ 
panies to fix upon Canton, the fiioft Southern Port of the Chinefe Empire, as a general Em^ 
porium for vending the Produce of their refpeftiye Northern Climates} and ftill more furprifed 
at the Continuance of their Trade to that Port only, fince it has been known, that their Com¬ 
merce with the other Provinces was neither prohibited or obftru6ted by the Emperor’s Order. 
The Attempts made by the Englilh Company in the Year 1755, 17^6, and J757, to open a 
Trade at the Port of Limpo, in the Province of Checkyang, is an indubitable Proof of the 
Faft. 

By thus making Canton the only Mart for the Sale of European Goods and Purchafe of 
Chinefe Commodities, the Cohong Company has had its Rife, and arc enabled to pay immenfe 
Bribes to the Mandarines of Government for their lucrative Monopoly, which they have for 
manjr Years exercifed, to the great Prejudice of the Company as well as of Individuals; and I am 
credibly informed, that the Britilh Subjefts alone have, by their Confidence m the Credit ahd 
Security of the Cohong Company, already fuftained a Lofs of fomething more than Seven 
Millions of Spanifh Dollars, by Money lent upon Bond j which enormous Sum ftill remains due 
to them, and almoft without any ProfpeA of ever being repaid, except by an immediate R6- 
prefentation to the Court of Peking. The late Demands and Reprefentations made by Captain 
Panton, to the Governor of Canton, have only extorted fomething like a Promife to oblige the 
Chinefe Merchants to repay the principal Sums lent within the Space of Ten Years. 

The prefent deplorable State of our Commerce to China, in particular that of Bengal, from 
the Controul which the Cohong Company are allowed to cxercife at the Port of Canton, mull 
foon be fcverely felt by the Eaft India Company themfclvcs, as the Saks of Opium, and fucli 
other Articles as are procured with it, arc now little more than fufficient to purchafe the ne- 
ceffary returning Cargoes, and do not allow our Merchants to fufnilh the Company with the 
tifual Supplies of Calh, fo neceflary for compleating their China inveftmertt. 

In order to remedy this unfavourable Circumftancc, and prevent the great Lofs which the 
Britilh Nation mull foon fufter by a Diminution of their China Imports, from a want of CaHi to 
complcat the Lading of their required Tonnage, I take the Liberty likewife to fuggeft the Ex¬ 
pediency of this Government now taking, the Opium Trade to China immediately under its own 
Management, and configning the whole ^antity that may be required for that Market to the 
Company’s Supra Cargoes at Canton. The great Lofles and Difappointments which the Britilh 
Traders in Opium have fulFered this laft Scafon, call for fuch a Remedy as I have recommended, 
and I do not fee any other Expedient t,hat can fo compleatly counteracl the Cohong Monopoly, 
ai that of the Company themfclves becoming the only Dealers in this Staple Article; upon 
which (fo certain is the Demand for it) they may affix almoft what Price they plcafc in 
Reafon. 

By the beft Authority, I find that the prefent Yearly Confumption, in the South Eaft Provinces 
of China alone, amounts to Twelve hundred Chefts * which, at the moderate Price of Five hun¬ 
dred Spanifh Dollars p(pr theft, will furnifh the Company with a Supply of 6 Lacks of Dollars 
per Annum to com^eat their inveftment. 

If the Board, upon mature Deliberation, Ihould adopt my Opinions refpefling the probable 
Advantages which might accrue to the Britilh Nation and the Company, by an Attempt to open a 
Trade with the Eaftern and Northern Provinces of China, and carry our European Commodities 
to thole Countries that now confumc and take off the principal Articles of the Britifii Exports, 
as well as furnilh the moft valuable Articles for the European Markets •, and alio approve of 
the prefent Expediency of monopolizing the Opium Trade in China ; in that Cafe, I take the 
Sxi.. Com. Rxp. IX. r Liberty 
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Liberty of making a Tender of my Ship, now building at Kidderpore, for thePdrpofe of carrying 
both Plans into Execution ■, for which, in my humble Opinion, (he will be exceeding well adapted, 
on account of her great Force and moderate Draft of Water, befidcs promifing, when (heathed 
with Copper, to be a prime Sailor. 

The Opium intended for the China Market, I propofc to take upon Freight, the Amount of 
which may be cither paid in Bengal or at Canton as the Board may deem moft eligible j and after 
delivering this Opiom to the Supra Cargoes, I further propofe to freight the Ship to the Company 
at a ftipulated Rate per Month, during fuch Time as Ihe may be employed in attempting to open 
a Trade with the Eaftern and Northern Provinces of Ckina, or in executing any ftjrthcr Plans 
which may be thought expedient by Governtnent, tiH her Return, and the Driivery of her Cargp 
at the Port of Canton. ' ' 

Such are the Outlines of the Plan which I fuggefted to the Confideration of the Board, and I 
am perfuaded, if the Endeavour to open a Trade with the Eaftern Parts of China is intrufted «o .i 
Man of Prudence and Perfevcrance, that fuen light will be obtained as muft have the moft bene¬ 
ficial Confequcnccs both to the Company and Bricifh Subjeds in India. 

Fort Williacn, I am, 

29th March 1781. with Re^d, &q. 

(Signed) Henry Watfoa. 

Agreed, That Lieutenant Colonel Watfon’s Tender of his Ship the Nonfuch, to carry Opium 
to China on account of the Honourable Company, be accepted on*che following Terms: 

The Nonfuch to be ready to fail from this Port in all the of December. 

The Quantity of Opium to be fent on the Nonfuch not te^P^efs than Two thoufand -Chefts, 
for which the Board agree to allow Colonel Watfon 50 Sicoa Rupees per Cheft Freight from Ben¬ 
gal to Canton. 

The Amount of the Freight to be paid to Colonel Watfon’s Agents at Canton, by Bills drawn 
on the Supra Cargoes there by this Government, at the ufual Rate of Exchange, namely 41 Spa- 
nifh Dollars per looCurrent-Rupces. 

If the Board /hall think proper to lade on the Nonfuch any other Goods or Treafure for China, 
fuch Goods or Treafure to be delivered at Canton Freight-free. 

Colonel Watfon to enter into Engagements, that no Opium /hall be rcacived on board the 
Nonfuch, either before her Departure from this Port, or at any Time during her Voyage frona 
Calcutta to Canton, except what /hall be laden on herl^ the Governor General and Cotincil. 

The Fort Charges and Privileges to OiBcers to be paid by the Company, and the latter to bp 
determined by fuch refpedable Merchants of Calcutu as may hereafter be chofen for thajc 
Purpofe. 

Read the following Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Watfon. 


Gentlemen, 

As I .am unable to equip the Nonfuch with a fu/Ecient Number of Cannon proper for .her De¬ 
fence, tither from the Couxpany’s Stores, or by private Purchafe in the Settlement, Jl am in con- 
fcquence compelled to requeft the Afliftance of the Board j and flatter myfelf, that there will be no 
Impropriety in my foliciting.thc Favour of your Application to the Prefidency of Fort St. George, 
for fuch a Number of Iron C^dnance as may be rcquifite to arm her in the bell Manner, in order 
to infore the Safety of the Company’s Property with which /he is to be laden. 

The Guns w.inted, and moft proper for the Nonfuch, arc light Iron Twelve Pounders from Ten 
to Fifteen or Eighteen hundred Weight, either of the Carron or any other new Manufadery, 
the old Guns of tliis Calibre being in general very indifferent. 

If Thirty-fix Guns of this Nature can be fpared from the Arfcnal of Fort St. George,-they 
will be fu/Rcient to complete the Ship upon the moft extenfive Plan ; but with a Icfs Number /he 
m.ay be well equipped, by the Afliftance of the old Ihort Guns now in Fort William. 

Fort William, I am, with great Refped, 

i5tli September 1781. (Signed) llcnry Watfoa. 


Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Fort St. George. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, ' | ..... 

Having come to the Refolution of taking up the Ship Nonfuch, now building in this River by 
Lieutenant Colonel Watfon, for the Purpofe of carrying thcHonouwfoleCompany's'Opium to China 
in December or January next* and Lieutenant Colonel W'ttlfon'having'reprefentedto-us,‘that-he-is 
unable to equip her with a fufficientNumberof Cannon proper for her Defence, either from the 
Company’s Stores, or by private Purchafe in this Settlement j we are induced to reqis^ft, that 
you will fend us, by the carlicft Conveyance, Thirty-'fix light Iron Twelve Pounders, from Ten to 
Sixteen or Eighteen hundred Weight, either of the Carron or any other new ’Manufactory, that 
this Ve/Tcl may be properly armed, in order to enfnre the Safety of the Company's Property witlt 
which fhe is to be laden j and for your more particular Information we tranfinlt you Copy df Co¬ 
lonel'Watfon’s Letter on this Sdbjeft. 

Fort Wiliislm, Wc-arc,'&e. v 

17th September 1781, 
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EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultatlohs, the ad January 1782. 

T^R. Wheler reports to the Board, That the Nonfuch will foon be ready to fail for Chinaj >Yit{l 
the Opium which has been ordered to be laden on board her. 

Agreed, That die following Letter be written to Canton; 


Gentlemen, 

Our Letter of the 49th Oftober, of which you will herewith receive a Duplicate, will explain 
to you the Nature of our Agrecjnent with Captain Thornhill, for the Supply of your Treafury 
wim Funds for the Provifion of the next Year's Inveftment, to the Extent which may be yielded 
by the Sale of 1,466 Chefts of Patna Opium, of the Produce of laft Year, which has been con- 
figned to him for that Purpofe. 

The Imprafticability of fcMii^ the Company’s Opium here in the ufual Manner, at any 
reafonable Price, on account oi^he Apprehenlion which the Merchants lay under from the 
Enemy’s Cruixers in the Streightif^iid becaufe at this Time the lucrative Trade in Rice to the 
Coaft of Coromandel, where there is a great Scarcity of that Article, has diverted all the 
Shipping of this Port from other Voyages; made it neceflary for us to adopt fome Plan of 
difpohng of fo valuable a Part of the Company’s Property 1 and as we judged tliat the Confign- 
ment ot i large Cargo of Opium to you, might be able to bear the Charge of lading it on a fit 
VeflSl for D«ence, which private Merchants, unlefs they had entered into a Combination for that 
Purpofe, could not afford, wc agreed to accept a Propofal which was made to us by Lieutenant 
Colond Walfon, our chief Engineer, for eranfporting 2,000 Chefts by the Nonfuch, an armed 
Veffcl which he had lately built, and flheathed with Copper, mounting 32 Guns. We inclofe, 
for your mote complete Information, Copy of our Minutes, in confequence of the Offer which 
was made tb us j and requeft that you will conform to them, fo far as depends upon you. An 
Invdice and BUI of Lading of the Quantity (hipped, being Chefts, amounting to 

C. 'R* ‘ are likewife inclofed. 


We have found it necelTary, for the Supply of the public Exigencies of this Prcfidency, And of 
thofe dependent upon us, to take up a further Loan upon the Security of this Confignment, to be 
repaid in like Manner with the former, by Bills upon the Court of Directors, to be granted by 
you for the Amount, if it (hall not exceed the Proceeds of the Opium ; or in cafe of any Excefs, 
by a proportionate Divifion, and the Rc-payment of fuch Excefs from our Treafury here, on 
proper Vouchers from you Ixing produced here to claim it. You will underftand the Terms 
better, from the inclofed Copy of our laft Advertifement for a Loan of Ten Lacks of Rupees 
upon this Plan j and wc beg Leave to requeft your Conformance to it. 

We (hall tranfmit you, from Time to Time, Lifts of fuch Certificates as we may grant upon 
thefeXiOan^ diftinj;uiftiinj; that received upon the Betfey, from the latter which we may receive 
upon the Nonfuch. 

Wc think it neceffary to obferve, that the Nonfuch will enter the River at China as an arnned 
Ship, and will not be reported as bearing a Cargo of Opium, that being a contraband Trade: 
You will therefore concert fuch Meafures as may be advifeable to fecure the Property in the moft 
effedlual Manner, and give Directions accordingly to the Captain.' 

Wc are, &c. 


Fort William, 
2d January >1782. 


A P f E N D I X, N” 8a. 


JEXtract of the Company’s General Lctwr from Bengal, dated the 29th December 17^1. 

T n E Employment of «tl the Shipping of this Place in fupplying the Coaft with Grain, and 
the Difficulties and ObftruAions apprehending to the Navigation of the China Seas, from 
the Number of Cruizers and Privateers which have been, and are expeded to be fitted from 
Mauritius, Batavia, &c. to interrupt the Trade of the Eallward, had fo imuh reduced the Dc- 
5 mand 
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manil for Opium, that we found no Bidders at the Company’s Sales at the Clofe of the laft and 
the Commencement of the prefentYcar, nor wy ||erfons willing to become Purchafers of that 
Article at the moderate Price of 400 Rupees pef Cheft, at which it was afterwards expofed for 
private Sale. From thefe Caufes, .almoft the whole .Produce remained on our. HandSw We 
therefore engaged in a Scheme, which Was propofed <0 us by Captain Thornhill, /or difpoiing 
of 1,490 Cherts of the old Opium, on the Company’s Account, at Rhio and other Places in the 
Streiglus of Malacca, the net Produce of which is to be paid into the Hands of the Supra Car¬ 
goes at Canton, for the Ufe of the China Inveftment. 

We have accordingly laden 1,460 Cherts of Opium on the Betfey, a coppered Veflel belong¬ 
ing to Captain Thornhill, and configned it to him for Sale, at fuch Places as he in his Diferor 
tion fliall direft. The Veflel is properly armed to make a gopd Defence, and we have lent 
Captain Thornhill, for this Service, Two Twelve-pounders and Ten Six-Pounders, which he is 
to deliver back into the Arfenal on her Recurn from the Voyage. His Tailing Inftruftions to 
Captain Giddc.s who commands her, have Received our Approbation, and ftands recorded in the 
Confultation noted in the Margin. 

We have made a further Agreement with Lieutenant Colonel Watfon, upon a Plan fuggefted 
to us in a Letter from him, which is alfo noted in the Margin, to lade on board the Nonfuch, a 
Ship of Force, lately built in his Docks, and fheathed with Copper, a,000 Cherts of Opiurn, 
being the Produce of the prefent Seafon; and which, for the Realons already afligned, we had 
no Means of converting into Money. This we have configned to the Supra Cargoes at China, to 
be difpofed of in fuch Manner as they lhali think proper to dire^t. 

We hope that thefc Two Remittances will turn out as w^exped, if they arrive fafe, and 
yield an ample Fund for the Provifionof your China Inveftni|K for the enfuing Year. 

In order to raife a Supply of Money to enable us to anfwcr the heavy Calls which have been 
made upon us from the other Prcfidencies, and to make up for the Refourcc which wc had cx* 
pefted trom the Sale of the Opium j we agreed to receive upon the firft Difpatch by the Betfey, a 
Loan to the Amount of Ten Lacks of Current Rupees, in the ufual Proportions, from the Civil 
and Military Servants of the Company} for which wc are to grant Certificates, entitling thefti to 
demand Bills of Exchange on you, from the Supra Cargoes at Canton, for the Value, in cafe of the 
fafe Arrival of the Opium, or the Produce thereof, at China } but if any Accident ihould happen 
to prevent its Arrival, the Amount is to be repaid to them here, or fuch Part of it as fitall be 
deficient, with Intereft at the Rate of 8 per Cent, per Annum; which Stipulation we thought it 
neceffary to make, left that Means of providing for Payment of the Bills m England a fliould fail 
of Succefs. We have likewife agreed to take up a further Sum of Ten Lacks on the Difpatch by 
the Nonfuch, upon the fame Tcims j but this Subfeription is open to others as well as Company’s 
Servants. 

Not having it in our Power to fpare a fufiicient Number of Guns of a proper Weight and Cali¬ 
bre, to enable Colonel Watfon to arm his Veflel as /he ought to be for this Expedition, wc wrote 
to Fort St. George j and though in Reply to our Letter they inform us that they cannot exaftly 
■comply with tlie Indents, yet we hope, by the Afliftance of that Prefidcncy, to procure fuch Guns 
as will ferve to make the Veflel fufiiciently fonnidable to refift any Angle Ship that may attack 
her. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 3d December 1781.' 

J^EAD the following Letter from Colonel Watfon. 

Gentlemen, | 

Although I have generally engaged not to receive any Opium on board the Nonfuch, except fueni 
as may be laden on Account of the Company, I yet prefume to requeft as a Favour from the 
Board, that I may be ^rmitted to carry Two hundred and Fifty Cherts of the Company's Opium 
on my own Account; which Quantity, I underrtand, may be readily dilpofed of at the ftveral Porta 
where it will be neceffary for the Ship to touch at for Wood,'Water, or Intelligence, during the Pro- 
fecution of her intended Voyage through the Eiftern Iflands. But ihould I oe difappointed in dif- 
pofing of the Whole in this Manner, as I propoie, for the better Security of the Shi^ to have her 
attended by a fart-failing Sloop, I (ball then be able tb put any Opium that may remain unfold on 
board her; and in fuch Cafe, I propofe to leave the Sloop in fome convenient Place, for the Purpofe 
of felling the Remainder. 
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As any Sales oi Opium which may be made among the Eallern Iflands cannot in the leaft aflTetEb 
the Coai|MuiyV Sairs in China* I am thereby induced to flatter myfelf that my Requeft will not be 
denied t more efpecialiy as I am ready to give the tnofl ample Security, that no Part of the Opium 
carried on my own Account on board the Nonfuch, ihall be difpoled of within a Hundred 
Leagues of the Coaft of China > and am further willing to pay the Company whatever Price the 
Board nuy deem reafonable for the Opium which I wifli to purchafe. 

1 am, with great RefpeA, 

Fort William, Gentlemen, &c. 

aSth November 178 r. (Signed) Henry Watfon, 


Mr. Wheler—I agree to Colonel Watfon’s Requeft; and propofc that 250 Chefts of Opium may 
be delivered to him, at the Average Price of the laft Year’s Sales. 

Read another Letter, as follows, from Colonel Watfon: 

Gentlemen, 

As 1 am given to underftand by Captain Richardfon, the Commander of the Nonfuch, that Fifty 
Tons of will ftill be required for Dunage and Ballaft before the firft Floor of Opium can be 
fecurely ftowed, I am, in coniequence, induced to make the following Ofttrs to the Board *, That 
they will either permit me to carry that Quantity of the Company’s Lead at a fmall, or even without 
Freight to China, or allow the fame to be delivered from the Company’s Store, upon my paying the 
Value of it to tlie Board of Trade. 

By the unufual Delivery of Lead^om the China Ships of this Seafon, a furplus Quantity has 
been brought into the Companv’s Stores in Bengal, from which the Fifty Tons required tor the Life 
of my Ship may be well fpared, without Prejudice to the Settlement. 

1 am, with great Rcfpefl, 

Fort William, Gcnclemeti, See. 

30th November 1781. (Signed) Henry Watfon. 


Agreed, That the Board of Trade be defired to deliver Fifty Tons of Lead to Colonel Watfon, on 
his paying the Amount of the fame. 

The following Letter is accordingly written to the Board of Trade. 

Gentlemen, 

Having received an Application from Lieutenant Colonel Watfon, for Fifty Tons of Lead to be 
employed as Dunage and Ballaft on board the Nonfuch, which Ship is engaged to carry the Com¬ 
pany’s Opium to China; we requeft that you will order the Delivery of this Quantity to Colonel 
Watfon, on bis paying the Value of it into your Treafury. 

We are, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) Governor General and Council. 

3d December 1781. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 18th February 1782. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter from the Company’s Attorney. 

Sir, 

Inclofed you will receive the Agreement from the Honourable Company to Captain Thornhill, for 
exporting the Honourable Company’s Opium to China, and the Counterpart thereof executed by 
Captain Thornhill; which 1 requeft you will plcafe to lay before the Honourable Board. 

I am, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) Geo. Wroughton, 

6th February 178a. Attorney for the Ho¬ 

nourable Company. 


Agreed, That the Contraft be (igned, and the flrft Part fent to Captain Thornhill. 


Z 


SEfc.CoM. Rep.IXi 


Read 



appendix^ N* S3, 


Read the following Letter from Colonel WatftMi. 

Gentlemen, 

I requcil the Favour of the Board to allow me to receive from the Arfenal the following Supply of 
Stores, for the Ufe of the Sloop Patna, carrying Twelve Two Pounders and Two Twelve Pounders, 
which will attend the Nonfuch as a Tender during her intended Voyage to China; Viz, 

Round Shot — — 

Cafe Leaden Shot of 2 oz. Balls fixed to Bott 
Ditto of Ounce Balls D 

Priming Wires — — 

Copper Tubes filled — 

Spunges fixed to Rammers — 

Tompions — — — 

Lead Aprons — •— 

Copper Mcafures — 

Ditto — — — 

Gem Bitts — — 

Wads — — — 

Gem Ladles with Wad Hooks for Ditto 
Gunners Horns — —• - 

Mufeovia Lanthorns — 

Fort William, 

9th February 1782. 


for Two Pounders 


«... 

940 

, for Ditto — 

... 


124 

for Ditto 

— 

— 

120 

^ _ 



12 

480 

for Two Pounders 



12 

for Ditto — 

_ 


12 

for Ditto — 



12 

of } lb. — 

— 

— 

2 

of i lb. — 

— 

— 

8 

for Two Pounders 

^ - 


2 

480 

9 




6 

2 


(Signed) 


I am 8 cc. 

Henry Watfon. 


Agreed, That Colonel Watfon's Requeft be fent to the Board of Ordnance, to be complied with. 


Read another Letter, as follows, from Colonel Watfon. 

Gentlemen, 

The Board having been pleafed to allow me to receive Two hundred and Fifty Chclls of Opium, 
Part of the Dutch Provifion, I requeft the Favour of an Order for its Delivery, The Amoiinr, agree¬ 
able to tlie Medium Rate of Sales, I will difeharge in the Courfe of next Month, having already 
a much greater Sum due to me from the Company. 

I am, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) Henry Watfoiti 

nth February 1782. 


Oidcred, That the Committee of Revenue be direded to deliver 250 Chefts of Opium to Colonel 
Watfon, giving liim Credit for the fame as he dcfircs. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 28th January 1781; 


AD a Letter from Mr. Cudbcrt Thornhill, as follows: 

' Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I beg Leave to acquaint your Honourable Board, that I am about to take my Departure, in order 
to execute the CommiiHon with which you were pleafed to entruft me, of adjuiiing the Sales of the 
Ophium (hipped on the Betfcy, at Rio, Tringaney, or any other of the Eaftern Ports (he may have 
touched at} and iinally to fettle the whole Account of die Concern, by feeiig that the Produce of 
the iJetfey’s Cargo is punctually paid into the Hands of the Supra Cargoes at Canton; in coofor* 
mity CO a Plan fubmitted by me, and approved of by your Honourable Board. And as I propole 
leaving this Place about the ill or ad of next Month, ! am to rcquelt, that you will be pleafed to 
honour me with your final InftruClions as foon as may be convenient; and to give me fuch Powers 
and Authority for conducing the Bufinefs committed to my Charge, in the Execution of which, I 
rake the Liberty to aflurc your Honourable Board, that every Endeavour of mine (hall be ufed to 
bring it to a fuccefblul Conclulion. 

As 1 underftand that your Honourable Board has directed the Yarmouth to proceed to Rio, for the 
Purpofe of taking in Part of the Produce of the Opium (hipped on board the Betl'ey, I requclt you 
will favour me with a Copy of the InftruClions given to the Captain rcfpcCling this Bulinefs; and as 
it will greatly facilitate the conducting of the Concern, I humbly Iblicit that your Honourable 
Board will be pleafed to dircCl the Captain of the Yarmouth to obey whatever Orders I may give 
him after his Arrival at Rio, for profecuting the Voyage from thence to China in fuch Manner as I 
may find the molt advifeabie j and, as the fafe Arrival of the Yarmouth is of material Confequence to the 
general Plan of the Concern, i take the Liberty to recommend to the Honourable Board, to order the 
Captain to fail from Madras, and through the Streights of Malacca, in Company with the Europe 
Ships bound to China, provided they leave the Coaft before the 15th of June next j but the Yarmouth 
ought on no Account to wait longer for them than that Date: And if they Ihould not fail by that Time, 
the Captain iliould be directed to proceed fingly to Rio with all the Expedition pofTible. 

I beg Leave to lay before you my Bill for the Freight; for the Amount of which I requeft you 
will grant me Bills on the Supra Cargoes at Canton, payable at One Month after Sight, and the fame 
Exchange as the Certificates granted by your Honourable Board. 

I have the Honour, See. 

Calcutta, (Signed) Cudbert Thornhill. 

a6th January 1782. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do acknowledge the Receipt of Captain Thornhill's Letter, and give 
him Directions to proceed immediately to the Brit Port at which the Becfey may have touched } that 
Port being, agreeable to the Plan of the Voyage, the Port of Rio; to adjuft at that Place any 
Sales of Opium that may have been made, and to receive and ibip the Produce of them on board 
the Betfcy or Yarmouth. In cafe of any Accident or Delay in the Arrival of the Yarmouth, Cap¬ 
tain Thornhill i; to lade fuch Part of the Produce of the Opium as cannot be laden on the Betfcy, 
on any other Ships that may oiTer to China ) and the Secretary is directed to give him full and ample 
Power and Autliurity to in fuch Manner, In conducing the V<>yage of the Betfcy, as he may 
think tnoit likely to bring it to a fpeedy Conclulion, by following chat Ship, as nearly as he can, to 
every Port at which Ihe may touch between this and China and to adjult and Iculc all Accounts and 
Sales, fo that the whole Produce of the 1,466 Cherts of Opium, (hipped on that Vellel, may be paid 
into the Hands of the Supra Cargoes at Canton as expedmourty as portlblc. 

Ordered, That the Sccietary do write to Captain Kicliardion, commanding the Yarmouth, direft- 
ing him to wait at Madras for the EurOptf Ships bound to China till the 15th June: That if they 
fail on or before that Djtc, be is to proceed with them through the Streights of Malacca, a^d then 
ro Rio} but IhoijJd the Europe Ships be detained longer than the i5th June, he is to fail fingly to 
Rio ; and on his Arrival at that Port, he is to put himlelf under the Orders of Mr, Cudbert Thornhill, 
and obey whatever Directions he may give him for carrying a Part of the Produce of the Betiey's 
Cargo of Opium from thence to China} and after he has delivered his C.irgo there, ip the Mapner 
that Mr. Thornhill may dirctrt, he is.then to return with all poUible Expedition to this Port. 

Ordered, That Drafts be prepared, for the Signature of the Board, on the Supra Cargoes at 
Canton, in favour of Mr. Cudbert Thornhill, payable One Month after Sight, for the Amount of 
th9 Freight Bill delivered in by him, being, on 1,466 Cheits, at 50 S' R* per Chert, 73,300 R*. 

5 Refolved^ 
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Refolvedy That the following Letter be written to Fore &iot George. 


Gentlemen, 

We now difpatch the Yarmouth, with Military Stores and Provilions, for your Prefidcncy, 
agreeable to the enclofed Invoices and Bills of Lading. 

Having armed (his Ship, and placed her on a War Eftabli(hment, for the Purpole of Convoying 
the Betfey, which has been laden with Opium, to be difpofed of in the Strcights of Malacca, the 
Proceeds whereof are to be remitted to China j we take this Opportunity of placing feveral Veflels, 
bound to Fort Saint George, under her Protedion, and have ordered Captain Richardfon, who 
commands her, to fail in Company with the Dartmouth, Indus, and Intelligence. 

It is our Intention, that the Yarmouth, after having delivered fuch Articles as have been laden 
on board for your Prefidency, Ihall, proceed ^ the Betfey, which carries a Cargo of Opium 
to be difpofcd of in the Strcights of Malaa^, untffl^he Dtredion of Mr. Cudbert Thornhill, for 
the Supply of the China Invcftment at Rhio, or fuch other Port as he may have arrived at in the 
Courfe of the Voyage; as the Yarmouth's failing in Company with the Company’s Europe Ships 
bound to China, may R attended with mutual Securi^ to htoth, we requeft that you will detain 
her for that Purpofe, if there is any Profpeft of its taking place, until the i5(h of June next, buc 
not later; and as Mr. Thornhill wilt probably find Occafion for I'onnage, to tranfport the Tin, or 
other bulky Articles, which may be received in Barter for the Opium laden in the Betfey, we recom. 
mend that each of the Commanders of the Company's Ships on that Defiination, may be ordered 
to afford him what AQ'iftance they can, in cafe they fluitl meet with Captain Thornhill, and he 
require it of them. 

We are, Ac, 


Fort William, 
a8th January 1782. 


Ordered, That the Secretary prepare InftruAions for Mr. ThornhiB, in conformity to the above 
Kefolution. 


Ordered, That the following Men of the Supernumerary Company, whofe Times of Service 
are expired, be permitted to embark on board the Nonfuch, in the room of the like Number of 
Invalids, found unfit for that Service, who are ordered to rejoin their Companies; viz. 

Aaron Spencer, Serjeant, James Hook, 

John Pikeman, D* Dan' EnRlifh, 

Danid Graham, Private, James Wnitford. 

Sopernumcrary Company. 

John Williams of the Artillery Invalid Company. 

The above Men of the Supernumerary Company, are to be permitted to remain on the Strength 
of that Company, or receive their final Difchar^, as they may choofe. 


Read the following Letter from Colonel Watfon. 

Gentlemen, 

As the Number of Company's Troops on board the Nonfuch, including Thirty Serays from 
Captain Green's Battalion, will amount to Fifty-fix, I rejqueft the Favour of an Order to thir* 
Surgeon General, for a fmall Proportion of common Medicines for their Ufe, during the Voyage. 

I am, Ac. 

Fort William, (Signed) H. Watfbo. 

aStb January 1782. 


Ordered, That the Su^n General be dircAed to furnifb a fmall Quantity of Medicines for 
the Nonfuch. \ 
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EXTRACT Of Bengal General Confultations, the ill: November 1781. 


j^E AD the following I^ettOr and Enclofttre from the Governor General: 

Gentlemen, 

The fliort Interval allo^d between the Date of the Advertifement of the Board’s Intention to 
open a Remittance to Europe, for the Benefit of the Company’s Civil and Military Servants, through 
the Treafury at Canton, and the Time limited for the Delivery of the Names of the Subfcribers 
to it, added to the Confcquences of the Troubles in thefe Diftrifts, having prevented many Gentle¬ 
men in this Part of the Country, who were defirous of fubfcribing, from communicating their Or¬ 
ders to their Corrcfpondcnts at the Prefidcncy in fufiicicnt Time to be efiedlual, I have the Honour 
to tranfmit to the Board a Lift of their Names ; and make it my Requeft, that if the Certificates 
have not yet been delivered to the Subfcribers, according to the Proportion which at prefent ftand 
allotted to them, or there fliould not be any other eflential Impediment to the Compliance with the 
Wilhes of thefe Gentlemen, they may yet be indulged with Shares in the Remittance. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

Benares, (Signed) Warren Haftings, 

t a 0 (ftober 1781. &c. Council. 


A a 


Set. Com. Rep. IX. 


LIST 
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LIST of the Gentlemen mentioned }n tfie Governor Qeneral's Letterto th^ Honourable Board, of 
this Date, as delirous of lharing in the Remittance to Europe through Canton, in Bills granted 
on the Honourable Court of Directors, by the Supra-Cargoes at that Place. 


Mr. David Anderfon, 

Mr. Richard Sumner, 
Majors William Popham, 
Humphries, 
I— Lane, 
Captains Janies Law, 

—• Dennis, 
Harrifon, 
Thomas Gladuun, 
Ludovick Giant, 
Jonathan Scott, 
Thomas Blair, 
Lieutenants John Harrifon, 
Wilham Toone, 

— Windwood, 
—r Piggott, 
Fallon, 

— D’Eftene, 

— Mitchell, 
James Anderibn, 
Alexander Macleod, 
Reid, 

— Crawford, 

— Falvey, 
Charles Gladwin, 
Muncreif, 

•i— Cammine, 

— Towniend, 
— Mackenzie, 
— Monifan, 

— Baillie, 

—• Sands, 
Horfely Hutchiilbn, 
— Lucadore, 

— Evelyn, 
Surgeon Charles Laird. 


(Signed) E. Hay, 

Sub Secretary to the Honount*^ 
ble Governor General and 
Council. 


As the Board underftand that there is ftill a Balance of the Remittance unappropriated % 

Agreed, That thefc Gentlemen be |illowed to pay into the Treafury the Shares of their refpcc. 
tive Ranks. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultatiods, the 5th November 1781. 


Finding that there were ftill a confiderable Balance of the Fund fubferibed for a Remittance by 
Way of China unpud, we have admitted the Names of the Perfons recommended by you for that 
Purpofe, and have allotted them the Shares of their refpe£tive Ranks in the Service i the Amount 
will of courfc be received from their Agents at the Trealury. 
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A P Ei^E , N D i ' N*-8^ 

A ? Vt E N D I X, N“ 85. B. 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 5th May 1781. 


At the Recommendation of the Governor General, we have granted the Contrafl of the Provifion of cgnf. 

Opium prodg^d in the proyiQcei of Bengal and Bahar, to Mr. Stephen Sultvan, for the Term of 
Fonr Yeajrst ct^mencingfrom che ift of nat Septembe r, cn the fame Conditim as it is at prefent held 
ly Mr. Macketaity whole Engagement will expire at that Time. In granting it for fo long a Period, 
we bad in View the Lofles whloh the ContraAoc may, in the Event of any Difturbances in the Bahar 
Provioce dii^ingthe preUrnt Situation of our Affajra,, fuRak ln the manufaftureof this Article, for 
which w,e dtrCmira him entitled to che Conrtderacion and Indulgence of Government. 

Vfe are.fofr]r,tO aci^uaint yoO). that owing to the indillereQt State of the Markets of laft Seafoo to 
the Eadtwardilaba t^e ve,ry Chanced Rates of Infuranc^ which the War haaoccafioned. we have not 
been a^le td difjmre of the Optmnof the prelent Year to lb great aa Advantage as we expefted} and 
that moft than One Ifalf of it remains Bill in your Warehoufes. For out difi%;fent ineffcftu^ hn* 
deavours to diijp^ofd Of it by pulMic AuAion, and the Mode we have fmee been obliged to purfue, in 
telling it by private Contract, we beg Leave to refer you to the Confultations marked in the Margin, c«ar.i} jm. 
which will fully explain to you our Proceedings on this Subjeft. ** ***'*’*' 


APPENDIX, N^Se. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated uth July 178a. 


53. TJAVINO, by our Letter of the a3d December 1778, Par* 86 to 88, condemned the 
Contn^;i entered into with Mr. Mackenzie for the Provifion of Ophium, we cannot but be 
furprized at your having concluded a new Contract for Four Years, relative to that Article, with Mr. 
Stephen Sulivan, without leaving the Terms of it to the Uccifion of the Court of Directors, We do 
not , mean to cciiivey any Cenfureon Mr. Sulivan refpeCting this TranfaCtion; but we cannot with> 
1 ^ our Difpleafure from the Governor General and Council, at fuch an InBance of Contempt of our 
Authority. Neither can we approve of your having aboliflied the Office of Inl'peCtor, and at the 
faine Time ordering all the Ophium to be configned to the Vendue Mailer, allowing him a Com- 
milQlan'thereon,' when, in our Opinion, it Ihould have been fent to the Board of Revenue, or to the 
Board of Commerce. 

54. It would have been much more agreeable to us to have feen, that the Monopoly of this Trade 
had been entirely abolilbed,. leaving the Article of Ophium as open as any other Produce of the 
Country.;' We think that the Cultivator (hould receive every Advantage from the Produce of hir 
Li^nds,. which would be a moft pleafuig Inducement to him to conient to an Increalc of his Rent. 


appendix. 
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APPENDIX, N” 87. 


EXTRACT of the CoitipanyS General Letter to Bengal, dated 12th July 178a. 


55. ^HE Difpofal of 1,460 Cheftii ofOpfiifitti, on the Company’s Account, at Rhio and other 
Places in the Streights of Malacca,* the net Produce of which was to be paid into the 
Hands of our Supra Cargoes at Canton} and we do not fee any Objection to the Scheme. 

56. But with regard to the Confignment olf a,000 Chefts of Ophium immediately to the Supra 
Cargoes, to be difpofed of in fuch Manner as they (hall think proper} we have been informed, that 
the Importation of Ophium to China is forbidden by the Chinefe Government, On very levere Penalties. 
The Opium on Seizure is burnt, the Veflcl on which it is brought to the Port oonfifeated, and the 
Chiaefe in whofe PodelTiun it may be found for Sale, punilhed with Death. Under any Circum- 
ftances, it is beneath the Company to be engird in fuch a clandeftine Trade» we therefore hereby 
pofitively prohibit any more Ophium being fent to China on the Company's Account* 
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EXTRACT of Minute of Meflrs. Clavering, Monlbn, and Francis, dated nth January 1775. 


29. 'T' H E only extraordinary Matters of Deliberation which have come before this or the Re- 
venue Board, and which have taken up any confiderable Portion of our Time, were either 
fuch as could not pofllbly be avoided or hadily difmin«l, or fuch as the Governor General himfelf 
has thought proper to introduce. The Complaint of the Molungees was not fearched after or en¬ 
couraged by us; we found it exifting, and the Complainants at our Doors, crying for Jullice. 
We confidcr their Complaint as not only of great Importance in itfclf, on the Score of the Injuftice 
done, and Jufticc due to the Complaint of the Petitioners t but as a Matter, the Inveftigation 
of which will furnilb the Court of DireAors with fame important Lights upon the general Ma¬ 
nagement of this Branch of their Revenue. 

30. The Confultations of the Revenue Board will help to Ihew the Court of Direaors what im- 
m^iate Intereft the Governor had to protect the ContraAors, the principal of them being the Banyan 
of Captain Weller, who livedin the Governor’s Family, and who is admitted to have had a Share 
in the Contradb. We ourfclves have Reafon to believe, that the Profits of the Contrail: were chiefly 
engrofled by Captain Weller, and that a confiderable Share of them has been appropriated fince 
his Death to the Ufe of his Widow, iWho is in England. To this Afifair, and to another, wherein 
the Governor’s own Banyan, Cantoo Baboo, appears to be concerned, but which has not been yet 
regularly enquired into, we impute thi Refentment (hewn by the Governor towards Mr. Fowke» ^ 
whofe AlTiflancr, not voluntarily ofle^rd, but requefled -by General Clavering, fome of thefe Dif* 
coveries were made. Much Time has been loft by the Governor in purfuing his unjuft Attack on 
Mr. Fowke, whofe unbtemilhcd Character, and Knowledge of the Language, had recommended 
him to General Clavering, for the Inveftigation of the Complaints and Petitions preferred to him by 
the Molungees. 

31. A great Body of thefe People, to the Number of 250, have been near Three Months in Cal¬ 
cutta, foliciting and waiting for Juftice. In confequence of an Examination at the Board, of the 
Parties, and our Opinion thereupon, a Suit is ordered to be indicated in the Supreme Court of Ju¬ 
dicature, againft the Contractors, for the fraudulent and opprefllve ConduCt with wbich they are 
charged. 

32. Thd FaCts, as they appeared to us on the Examination, are thefe. The Molungees, who had 
been ufed to work for the Merchants, previous to the ContraCb, for 50 and 55 Rupees per 100 

Maqnds^ 
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Maunds, were compelled by the Contractors to work for 40 (Sepoys being quartered on them) and 
afterwards to deliver after the Kate of 1 la Maunds, ttPd upwards, as far as 125 Maunds, for every 
Hundred, by Means of a fraudulent Contrivance to increafe the Mcafure. Combining the Dimi¬ 
nution of Price with ihevAdvance- on the. Mcafure, it appears plainly to us, that thcfe wretched 
People are defraudftf of not lefs tb«i> *9 Rupees iinhc Vjkloc of r»5 Maunds ot Salt. Such a Fraud, 
confidrring the fmall proportionate Value of the Commodity, is of itfclf enormous. The Means 
by which it is pcrpetiaced, imply and produce every EffeCt of Avarice and Extortion, i'upported by 
arbitrary Power, and neither checked by Shame, nor reftrained by the common Dictates of 
Humanity. 

33. When the Year was up. Sepoys were again fent, evidently with a View to force them to 
yield to an Adjuftment of AccouAts, in which the Contradtors falfcly tijok Credit for the highdl 
Price of their Labour. When they came up to Calcutta to complain, they were fent by the Roy 
Royan to the Contradlor*s Houfe, under Pretence of redrefling their Wrongs, where they were feized 
and carried back to the Salt Works by a Guard of Sepoys. On the Confultations of the Calcutta 
Revenue, it appears that thefe poor People had fled from their Habitations, and had abandoned the 
Colaries to take Refuge in the Woods, where many of them had been devoured by Tygers. Every 
Day, we are convinced, will throw fuch new Lights on this Subjeiff, that what we have now Itated 
will appear but an inconflderable Part of the whole Abufe. 

34. We had much Oppofition from the Governor and Mr. Barwel), on the RefoUition to profecute 
in the King’s Court. Both the Ofience, which is Oppreflion of the higheft Order, and the Offender, 
who is a Banyan, appear to be moR particularly the Objeef of that Reformation, which the Legifla- 
ture had in View in the Inftitution of the King’s Court. If fuch Offences, and fuch Men, were only 
to be tried, as the Governor propofed, by the Revenue Council, which pofleffes no legal Power of 
awarding Damages, or infli£fing Punifliments, we may venture to fay, that the Legillature would 
have taken much Trouble to no Purpofe, and that the Company has been put to an unneceflary Ex- 
pcoce by the Eftabliftiment of a Supreme Court of Juftice. Our Opinions on this Part of the 
Subjedt appear more fully in our refpedtive Minutes in the Revenue Conililtations, to which we 
refer. 

35. If the Court of Direftors fliould find Leifure to read all the Minutes entered on our Conful- 
tations on this and other Occafions, they will find fuch Dodtrinrs aflerted and maintained by our 
Opponents, as are not only repugnant to every Englifli Principle, but to thoil* common Didlates of 
Realon and Juftice, which cannot be totally difregarded in any Form of Government whatlbcvcr 
without Ruin to the State. 

36. It is faid, for Example, that the Molungees are in a State ofVaffdlage, and may be com¬ 
pelled to work at whatever Price the Mailer impofes on them. This Dodlrine is not confined to the 
poor Sait Boilers, but feems to be extended to the Ryot, to the Manufadburer, and in gener.\l to all 
the firft Sources of internal Induftry. If fuch Opinions were merely fpcculative, we flaould take 
little Notice of them. We fear it will be found that they have been carried into Pradbice, and had 
a confiderablc Operation. We have reafon to believe, that the great Want of Inhabitants in Bengal, 
and more particularly in the Province of Bahar, is more owing tq,.4,he Exercife of the Powers which 
thcfe Opinions eftablifh, and to other Caufes which a little Timi will produce, than to the Famine, 
fo frequently alledgcd or appealed to by Mr. Haftings, in accounting for the Failure in the Revenue. 

37. On this everlafting Theme of Mr, Haftings we lhall only for the prefent obferve in general, 
that under any tolerable Form of Government the Eftcebs of the Famine muft long fince have ceafed 
to be felt, in a Country where Nature afks nothing of the governing Power but not to ftudy to refift 
and defeat her Pperations. The World wilt i'oon ice, that it is Oppreflion of the moft violent and 
pernicious Nature which has reduced this fertile Country to a State of Depopulation. 

38. While the Examination of the Molungees was depending, wc received Information that the 
Contradbors, Bolram and Govendram Metre, had defrauded the Company of more than Two Lacks 
and a Half of Salt. The Information was fo particular, fpecifying, in each Golah where the Salt is, 
the overplus C^antity which the Contradbor had not declared, that we could not avoid giving Credit 
to it, I'wo of the Company’s Servants have been fent down to weigh the Salt, and every Precau¬ 
tion taken to prevent its being previoufly removed, that wc could fugged *, but the Difficulties at¬ 
tending this Inveftigation are iuch, and fo numerous, that we begin to renounce our Hopes of efta- 
blilhing any Difeovery of Importance upon legal Proof, fufficient to convidb the Contradbors. 

' 39. The Court of Diredbors will confidcr and make Allowance for thcfe Difficulties: They arife 
in PartfVom the Nature of the Bufinefs -, theObfeurity of Interpretation ■, the Perplexity of Accounts 
kept in a barbarous Language, between very artful Men on one Side, and very ignorant Men on the 
other; and the great Dittance of the Golahs from each other. The principal Impediment of all 
arifes from the imiMdiate inteteft which many Perfons have in concealing Frauds of this Nature, and 
defeating all Inqui^ into Abui'es ; enough however will aflurcdly be done to fatisfy the Company, 
that extraordinary Frauds and Abufes have been pradbifed and countenanced, to the Prejudice of thii 
Branch of their Revenue. 


SsL. Com. Rep. IX. 
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Governor Generars Minute of the 24th of September 1776, relative to the Salt Trade. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 24th September 1775. 

Governor General, j 

T N Conformity to the Refolution of the Board, entered in Confultation of the id Infant, I here 
* deliver my Opinion concerning the beft Mode which may be adopted for the future Regulation of 
the Salt manufa^urcd in thefe Provinces} premiGng, that 1 do not at this Time mean to oBer any Plan 
for Execution, but merely to contribute my Prt^rtion of the Knowledge which it has been judged 
neceOary to convey to the Honourable Court or Direftors upon this Subje^b by the Packet now 
under Difpatch. The total Want of Materials requifite to form a complete Plan, and the fliort 
Time allowed for it, were fufficient, independently of other Reafons, to difcourage me from un* 
deriaking it, even as a Work of Speculation only; but theObjeAions are yet Bronger to my re< 
commending any Mode for Praftice. It is uncertain what Sydem may be adopted for the general 
Settlement of the Lands, after the Expiration of the prcfcnt Lcafes. Every Branch of the public 
Revenue, in whatever Form, or on whatever Principles it may be conduced, has a mutual and in- 
feparable Relation to the red: Even the Conftitution of the Government will require a Modification 
of all the Departments which ifliue from it, adapted to its Powers and the Means by which they can 
be exerted} accidental Caufes may alfo powerfully contribute to influence the Determinations of 
Government on Points fo elTential to its immediate Interefls. 

I cannot exemplify thefe Obfervations by a Bronger InBance than by that of the DiBribution of 
the prefent Salt Farms or Contradbs. At the Time in which the late Prefident and Council had this 
Bufinefs under Contemplation, the greateB Part of the Salt Works was in the Hands of private 
Perfons. The Company had diredled them to be refumed for their own Benefit, and peremptorily 
ordered that a Revenue (bould be realized upon the Whole to the Yearly Amount of One hundred 
and Twenty thoufand Pounds Sterling, The unfavourable State of the Company’s Finances ierved 
to Brtn^then this Order. They were involved in a heavy and encreafing Debt, in this Country, and 
they had Bills to a vaB Amount to pay at Home. The Stile and Spirit of all their Inilrudions 
Brondy marked the Difliculties under which they laboured. Such a Situation called for extraordi¬ 
nary Exertions i and it became ncceflary to adopt that SyBcm for the Revenue of Bengal, whether 
arifing from Salt or Land Rents, which appeared the moB profitable in their immediate Operation, 
and therefore moB likely to fjve this Government from the ruinous Expedient of again drawing Bills 
upon the Company. 

Upon thefe Grounds, and under thefe CircumBances, it was refolved to difpofe of all the Salt Works 
by Contrafb to the higheil Bidders, and to fell the Produce on the bcB and fecureB Terms by public 
Aufbion. This Mode fo elfeAually anfwered the immediate and profefled Defign of it, that in the 
Two firB Years it yielded a clear Profit of Rupees 32,34,706. i. inclufivcof the Duties, as will 
appear by the accompanying Account, 

Many Caufes have fince combined to reduce this Article of Revenue almoB to nothing; Tome of 
thefe have their Sources in external Events, which, when this Plan was adopted, it was impoQible to 
forefee or to guard againB. The great Increafe in the Import.’ition of the CoaB Salt, is of this Kind; 
all the Salt of Bengal had been monopolized for the Benefit of a Society of the Company's Ser¬ 
vants in the Year 1766 j the Price at Market was then higher than it has ever been fince, without 
occafioning a large Influx of foreign Salt. Other Caufes may poflibly be attributed to the peculiar 
Circumftances of the prefent Governihenr, and arc therefore capable of a Remedy. The prefent 
Arrangement was efpccially calculaieg to the State of the laic Council, as well on Account of the 
Number of Members which compo&d it, as of the perfect Knowledge which many of them had 
acquired in this Article of Revenue. | 

This Government is very diflercntly conBituted; its Numbers are fewer, and its Occupations 
much too important and extenfive to admit of its beBowing its Attention to the minute and official 
Detail of Bufinefs. The State of the^Company both here and at home, is happily freed from all its 
former NeceBlties, and can better affocd to yield to more lenient Meafures, which, while they pro¬ 
duce a lefs immediate Profit, may tend to promote the Stability of their IncereBa, and infure future 
Advantages, by the Improvement of Commerce, the Encouragement of private InduBry, and the 
Relief of the Ryots from too fevere an ExaAion of their Rents. 

From all thefe Confiderations it will appear, that the Mode which is the fimplefl in its Formation, 
which is the leaB liable to Oppreffion, and capable of yielding a moderate and reafonable Profit, will 
be beft'fuitcd to the prefent Form of Government, and to the Exigencies ol the Company. 

^ 5 


I have 
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1 have been thus full in diftinguifhing between the Stuatbn of the Company’s Affairs in 177a and 
1776, and in dating the Motives which then induenced me, and the Principles upon which 1 think 
the prefent Government Ihould aft, becaufe the Plan that I am now inclined to recommend for the 
future Management of the Salt Revenue, differs widely from that which I adopted under different 
Circumffances. What I have faid will, I am convinc^, be fufficient, with every candid and unpre¬ 
judiced Perfon, to account for this Alteration in my Sentiments. 

The profeffed Dcfign of this Minute being rather to colleft Materials for Information than for 
immediate Ufc, it will be proper to ftate the Subjeft of it in every Divifion of which it is capable. 

There are Five Ways in which the Salt manufaftured in the Province of Bengal, may be con¬ 
verted to the Profit of Government. 

iff. By an univerfal Freedom in the Provifion and Sale of it, fubjeft only to a Duty. 

ad. By entrufting to the Zemindars or Farmers of the Land Rents, the Charge and Property 
of all the Calliaries lying within their refpeftivc Zemindaries or Farms, allowing them the cullomary 
Advances for providing the Salt, and receiving their Payments in Salt. 

3d. By entrufting to the Zemindars or Farmers of the Land Rents, the Charge and Property of 
all the Calliaries lying within their refpeftive Zemindaries or Farms, allowing them the cuftoniary 
Advances for providing the Salt, and receiving their Payments in Money, Duties included, 

4th. By letting the Salt Mahals in diftinft Contrafts, independent ol the Zemindars or Land 
Farmers, allowing the cuftomary Advances, and receiving Payment in Salt. 

5th. By letting the Salt Mahals in diftinft Contrafts, independent of the Zemindars or Land 
Farmers, allowing them the cuftomary Advances, and receiving Payment in Money, Duties in¬ 
cluded. 


I ft. The Firft of thefe Propofitions is certainly the fimplcft; but the Profit of Government will 
be confined to the Duty, of whicli it will alfo be difficult to fecure the Colleftion without a 
heavy Expcnce; and in cafe the future Orders of the Company, or other Confidcraiions, (huuld 
render it neceflary to make other Changes, great Embarraffmenrs would occur in adjiifting the 
Claims of the Merchants to the Labour of the Molungees. This Syftem was generally followed 
till the Year 1772, and the Duties annually coliefted commonly fell fliorc of Two Lacks and a 
Half of Rupees. 

ad. The only Objeftion to the Second, is the Payments being made in Salt. The Charges of 
Agents, Golahs, and other Contingencies, which bore but a fmall Proportion to the Price of Salt 
when the prefent Contrafts were firft made j the Loffes by Negligence and Embezzlement j and the 
Inability of Government to attend to the Sates and Deliveries in the Manner which the Zemindar or 
Farmer, whofe Intereft is fo much more immediately concerned in ir, and who being on the Spot, 
can always give a perfonal Attention to it % added to the greater Facility and Confidence with which 
Individuals can tranfaft Bufinefs with one another than with the Governinent} arc all ftrong Objeftions 
to this Mode: none of which lie againft the following. 

3. This will be attended with no Expcnce, and little Trouble, bcfidcs afeertaining the Property of 
the Calliaries, which, from the frequent Intermixture of thofc of different Pergunnahs, may occafion 
Difputes not fo likely to arilc in the prefent Mode j and the Income which it will yield to Govern¬ 
ment, though oot fo great as that of former Years, will yet be confiderable ■, it will be at lead equal 
to the prefent reduced Revenue, liable however to be affefted by the fame accidental Circumftances 
as now operate againft it, fince an extraordinary Importation of foreign Salt, flow Sales, and bad 
Seafons, may put it out of the Power of the Zemindar or Farmer to fulfil his Engagements. 

4.7 The Board may now be able, from the Amount and Receipts of the prefent Contrafts, and 
' 5. 5 from other Materials, to afeertain the Quantity of Salt which each Diftrift can produce. It 
is no longer neceflary to raife the greateft poffible Revenue from this Article and I continue in the 
Opinion I gave on a former Occafion, that much Difpute and Difficulty will be obviated by having 
the Salt Rents and the Land Revenue managetl by the fame Perfon. Of thefe two Modes, how¬ 
ever, I think the laft preferable, for the Realons mentioned in my Remarks on the 2d and 3d 
Articles. 

Although I have given a Preference to the third Mode of raifing the Revenue on Salt, 1 will not 
at this Time attempt a minute Detail of the Manner in which this Plan may hereafter be carried 
into Execution} fuch a premature Difeuflion would be of very little Ufc to the Company. The 
Materials which will have been coliefted, the State of the Market, the Exigencies of this Govern¬ 
ment, and many other Confiderations, muft determine the Board at the future Settlement, both in 
fixing the Amount of Revenue to be raifed from this Article, and the local Diftrtbution and AfltlT- 
meni of it. 

1 cannot quit this Subjeft, without taking Notice of the Fortieth Paragraph of the General Letter 
by the Greenwich, in which the Company direft, that all Deliveries of Salt fliall be transferred to 
the Board of Trade. I do not underftand whetficr this is meant dnly as a Decifion. upon the Claim 
made by that Board in Confultation 16th January 1775, to the Management, of this Part of the 
Company’s Property, fuppofing it to continue feparate from the Land Revenue, 'as it has hiihrrto 
been t or an Order implied that it ffiail continue feparate. If this laft Interpretation be juft, ie 
will effeftually preclude the Syftem which I have recommended, and leave no Choice but of the 

Second 
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Second or Fourth of the above ProMlitions. In chat Cafi: I (houtd recommend the former preferably 
to the latter, for the Reafons already adigned. It la my Duty to convey to the Company my 
Sentiments upon a Subjeft profefTedly referred to them for their Decifion, unbiafled by any Con- 
fideration but that of their Interefts. Their Wtfdom will decide upon the Points thus Aibmitted to 
them, and it will be the Duty of thofe, who may be in the principal Adiuiniftration of their Af¬ 
fairs, to carry their Orders implicitly into Execution. 
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Mr. Haftings’s PROPOSITION, in Juljr 1777, relative to letting the Salt Farms. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 16th July 1777. 


Extradl of Mr. Haftings’s Plan for forming new Settlement of the Lands. 


T hat the Provincial Councils be direfted to let the Salt Mahls in like Manner, on the moft 
advantageous Terms, with the Exception mentioned in the following Article, for a Ready 
Money Rent including Duties. The Salt to be left to the Difpofal of the Farmers j that no Advances 
lhall be made to them by Government j and that they (hall not make any Claims of Balances after the 
Expiration of their Leafes. 

That a Preference be given to fuch Zemindars or Farmers as are willing to rake the Salt Mahls 
lying within the Limits of their refpeftivc Farms, even though the Terms offered by them fhould be 
conuderably lower than'thofe of others. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be circulated to all the Provincial Councils and CoUcAors, 
except to Ramgur and Patna. 


To the Provincial Councils and Colkftors (except Ramgur and Patna). 


Enclofed we tranfmit you the Copy of a Plan on which we have determined to form the Settle* 
ment for the current Year; We dircA you therefore to conform to it, and without Lofs of Time to 
enter on the Bufinefs of the new Settlement. 

We arc, &c. 
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INSTITUTION of a Salt Office in 1780: And» The Governor General’s Plan for the 
Management of the Salt Bufinefs of the 24 Purgunnahs. 

Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council* in their Revenue Department, 
ill February 1780. 

^ H E following Letter from the Provincial Council of Calcutta, with the Propofals accompany- 
* ing it, having been fent in Circulation to the Members of the Board, arc now entered, with the 
Governor General’s Plan, and Obfervations on the Subjet^, and the Opinions delivered thereon : 


To the Honourable Warren Ilaftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. Council of Revenue at 
Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In Obedience to your Orders of the 14th Inflant, we publiflied an Advertifement for the Farm 
of the 24 Purgunnahs, for Two Years, with a Claufe intimating that the Duty of 30 per Cent, 
which had been impofed upon Importation of Foreign Salt, would be continued during the Period 
of the Farm i and on Tuefday laft we met to confidcr the Propofals which were in conlequence de¬ 
livered. The Terms offered in moft of the Propofals were wholly inconfiftent with the Condi¬ 
tions fet forth in our Advertifements} fonie of them were abfurd, and all of them fo difadvan- 
tageous to Government, tljat we could not pofllbly accept of them. Copies of thefe Propofals 
we have now the Honour to lay before you. We called all the Perfons that were in Attendance 
before usj and our Dewan has fincc applied to moft of the principal Salt Merchants in Calcutta; 
and, on the Whole, we found, that only One rcfponfiblc Man would offer any Terms whatever, 
unlcfs a Sum of Money is lent by Government, of at leaft 100,000 Rupees; and the Terms which 
he has offered, arc only 25,000 Rupees for the prefent Year, and 50,000 for the next, including, 
under thefe Sums, not only the Revenue of the Salt Farms, but alfo the Kalary Rents, which are 
paid through the Land Farmer. But were Government to confent to lend the Farmer 100,000 Ru¬ 
pees to enable him to carry on his Buftnefs, our Dewan is of Opinion, that Perfons might be found 
to take the Farm for Two Years, from 75,000 Rupees to 100,000 Rupees for the prefent Year, and 
from ioo,ono Rupees to 125,000 for the Second. 

We could not but apprehend but that there was fome Combination amongft the Merchants, 
which, befide the Caufes which we have formerly reprefented to you, tended to undervalue the Salt 
Farm *, and thinking it not advifeable, under foch difadvantageous Circumftances, to make ufe of 
the Latitude which you allowed us, of extending the Farm beyond the Period of One Year, we en¬ 
deavoured to make the Settlement for this Year only; but no Perfon would offer any Terms what¬ 
ever. Being tlius difippointed in our Endeavours to let the Salt Mahl to farm, except upon Terms 
which we cannot venture to recommend, the only Alternative which feems left is, to render the 
Mahl Khafs for this Year, and to make the Salt, through Perfons ftationed in the Diftrift, on behalf 
of Government. We do not by this Means expeft, that the Profit which will be realized to Govern¬ 
ment, will in anywife be equal to the Revenue for which the Salt Farms have of late Years been 
lett. Government will, however, receive all the Profit which the Salt Works can yield. And 
though this Mode is precarious, yet, rather than fubjeeft the Revenue of next Year to a Diminution 
from the prefent Prejudices and difadvantageous Circumftances, we are induced to recommend, 
that foincthing of this K ind fliould be adapted for the prefent; becaufe, if the Salt Works, not be¬ 
ing carried on during the prefent Year, arc fuffered to go to Ruin, and to be over-run with Jun¬ 
gle, it will be difficult to reftore them hereafter; and the Molungccs, finding that they arc not 
employed, will turn to other Avocations. The Land Revenue will likewife fuffer, for moft of the 
Molur.gees hold fmall F.arms; and it is from the Advances which they receive on account of the 
Salt Vvorks, that they pay great Part of their Rents. 

Wc fubmit thefe Circumftances to your Confideration, and arc with Refpeft, 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, itc. 

Fort William, (Signed) D. Anderfon, 

2otb January 1780. and Council. 


PROPOSAL of Ram Hurry Sein, dated %d Maug 1186. 

I agree to take the Farm of the Salt Mahl of the 24 Purgunnahs, including Barbooney, DclTc- 
yaut, Foffare, for Five Years, on the following Conditions; 

ift. The Company muft advance me Two Lacks of Rupees without Intereft-, this Sum is to 
remain with me for my Annual boiling for Five Years, and I will repay it aftcrw'ards within One 

Year. 
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2d. Owing to the Latenefs of the Seafon, the whole Number of Caliaries fee at Work laft 
Year will not be eftablifhed this. 1 will pay for the Bharboony Caliaries, according to a Shumar 
on a Huftabood to be made the prefenc Year, at the Rate of 15 Rupees. In future, I will pay at 
the Rate of ao Rupees. I will alfo pay Half the Rent of the Defly Caliaries this Year j in future 
the Whole. 

3d. I will pay the Haflcl Moffufil at the Rate of 20 Rupees; in future at the Race of 25 per 
Cent. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) Will" Havcriham, 

Secretary. 


To the Honourable Calcutta Committee. 

I Birjeemohun Berwafs, of Calcutta, do hereby projpofe to farm the Caliaries of Barbooney, Defly, 
Toflaul, Derreabaudy, Mautbay, &c. all Salt Mahls of the 24 Purgunnalis, for Two Years, on 
the following Condition : That I will pay to Government for the prefent Year, Duties for 200,000 
Maunds of Salt, at 30 Rupees per 100 Maunds, being 60,000 Rupees, and the Rents for all 
Sorts of Caliaries 25,000 Rupees, amounting together to 85,000 Rupees ; and for the next Year I 
will pay Duties for 4,25,000 Maunds, being 1,27,500 Rupees, and the Rents for all Sorts of 
Caliaries, 30,000 Rupees, amounting together to 1,57,500 Sicca Rupees. The Condition of the 
Payment for both Years is this. That the Rent of the Caliaries to be paid in the Month of Bhadun, 
and the Amount of Duties to be paid on Poofe. If I make a greater Quantity ot Salt, or increafe 
the Number of Caliaries, the Profit of fuch Surplus Salt, and the Produce of fuch new Caliaries, 
to be mine; but if there fliould be any Deficiency on the Salt, or if the Number of Caliaries 
fliall decreafe, the Company are not to fuffer, and the Lofles occafioned thereby lhall be upon my 
Head. I fliall have Rowannahs from Government at any Time, for any Quantity I demand, 
without paying any further Duty to Government. If any Quantity of Salt is produced from 
thofe Caliaries that I ptropofed for in the prefent Year,- by any People, I am to have them in Pof- 
feflion To prevent the Deriabady I'alookdars, Zemindars, Farmers, &c. from hiding any Mo- 
lungecs, I propofe to have one Jemmadar and Ten Peons from this Committee (whofc Allowance I 
will pay Monthly) that they may afiift me in Order. 

lo fulfil the above Agreement, I further propofe to borrow from Government, at 10 Rupees per 
Cent. Intereft, for the Space of One Year, as follows: For the Supply of the Bufinefs of pre¬ 
fent Year, Sicca Rupees 150,000, and for the next Year, Sicca Rupees 200,000. Upon my Pay¬ 
ment of the Firfl Sum, with Intereflr, I am to have the Second-mentioned Sum advanced to me, 
which I will alfo pay according to the Conditions of the Bond. 

If the Gentlemen approve thefc my Propofals, I will give a rcfponfiblc Security, 

Fort William, A true Copy, 

X2th January 1780. (Signed) W" Havcriham, 

Secretary. 


To David Anderfonj Efquire, Prcfidcnt, and Members of the Calcutta Committee of Revenue. 

Gentlemen, 

, Having feen your Advertifement for letting the Salt Farms of the 24 Purgunnahs, and being 
defirous of renting the fame, I have made feme F.nquiry into the State of that Bufinefs, and find 
that there is now upwards of Forty Lacks of Maunds of Salt at the diflerent Markets in Bengal, 
which there is little or no Demand for-, and which of itfclf (cxclufivc of what is now making, and 
likely to be imported from the Coalt and Maratta Diftrids) is more than equal to tlic Cunfumption 
of Bengal for Two Years, which will of courfc prevent the Price of mac Article’s rifing for 
fome confiderable Time. The Seafon being now very far advanced, it will be impoflible to make 
any confiderable Quantity of Salt; and as theMolungees will not take lefs than the full Advances, 
without being able to make One-thtrd of the Quantity of Salt they engage for, there will confe- 
qucntly remain a Balance in their H^nds, at the End of thcFirft Year, of Two-thirds the Amount of 
the Advances j and as the Molung^s will not be able to clear off the Balance of the Firft Year, 
or even reduce them any Thing confiderable in the next, no Perfon can aflbrd to pay to the 
Honourable Company, for this and the enfuing Year, a Sum nearly equal to what he would do was 
he to hold the Farm for a Term of Years, particularly as the Price of Salt is not likely to rife 
foon: From which Circumftances I flatter myfclf it will appear to you, Gentlemen, to be more 
advantageous to the Honourable Company to let the Farm tor a Number of Years, as well as for 
the Molungees, whofe Intereft it cannot be to be fo frequently changing Mafters. 

Should you, after mature Confidcration, think proper to let the above Farm for Five Years, I 
will engage, in lieu of Callary Rent, Duties, &c. to pay, for the 


lO 
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Prefen't Year — 

For the ad Year —* 

For the gd Year — 

For the 4th Year — 

For the 5th Year — 

Beiftg Rupees 4,50,000 for Five Years.' 

Should you, however, not be inclined to let the Farm for a longer Period than that mentioned in 
the Advertifement, I i^ill engage to pay 

For the prefent Year — — R* 25,000 

For the enfuing Year — 50,000 

Being Rupees 75,000 for Two Years. 

The Sums to be paid agreeable to the late Kiftbundy, and I to be put in Pofleflion of the Farm 
by the 30th Inllant; the Zemindar being ftri^lly prohibited from interfering or throwing any Ob- 
ftrudtions in the Way of the Bufinefs. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) W" Haveriham, Sect'. 


— R* 40 ,oo<J 

“ 80,000 

— 1,00,000 

—- 1,10,000 

— 1 , 20,000 


Ddrkauft of Oody Chund Dofs. 

ift. Let the Farm of the Salt Mahls of the 24 Pergunnahs, including the Defly Barbhooney 
and TufFaul Callaries for Five Years ; and let 2,00,000 Rupees be lent to me by Government for 
Six Ye.irs, without Intereft % and let a Deduction be granted to me on the HalTal and ManaaSa 
and Call.uy Rents of laft Year. 

2d. Government prefs the Zemindars of Kydgilee, Myfadul, and Tumlock, for their Revenues^' 
and they are therefore obliged to icll their Salt at a low Rate, by which Means they hurt their 
Market. Let them be prevented from doing fo. Let an Order be iflued to me, to keep in Depolit 
as much of the Salt as the Price of this Place may be fufiicient to anfwer the Revenue; let me 
alfo have the Salt made by the Zemindars on their own private Account, fo that none of the Ze¬ 
mindars may be able to fell any Salt, and that the Sale of Salt may rclf entirely with me. By .keeping 
the Salt this Manner for One Year, the Price may be raifed, and thereupon 1 may fell all the above- 
mentioned Salt, and pay the Revenue of Government, and the Zemindars may alfo get their 
Money. 

3d. The HaiTal and MunafTa being included in the Jumma, it is ordered that Rowannahs fhall 
be taken out from the Patchoutrahj there is no Reafon for paying the Duties to the Patchoutrah. 
Let Orders be given that the Merchants lhall receive their Rowannahs from me, fo tJiat no Salt 
may be fmuggled. 

4th. An Order has been ifllicd, that Thirty per Cent. Duty (hall be taken on Barbooncy Currach 
and Cunkaky Salt. Let it be ordered, that I (hall ifiue out the Rowannahs, colleff the Duties, and 
pay the Amount to Government. 

Let thefe Articles be confidered, and an Order iflTued upon them, that I may give a fatisfaftory 
Security, or clfc be pleafed to let me know your Orders, that I may give anr Anfwer thereon. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) W. Haverfham, 
Secretary.- 


Sahil Ram Rofe, dated the 5th Maug, for Three Years. 


Salt Mnds. 

1186 — 2,50,000 

1187 — 4,00,000 

1188 — 4,00,000 


HalTel perCt. 

25 R* 

30 

30 


Calary Rent. 
20 
25 


The Dadney to be advanced by Government, the HalTel or Duties to be paid on the Rowannahs 
I get. No Perfon to molcft me in bringing the Molungccs •, if they do, 1 am to have a Perwan- 
nan. If the Talookdars of the Petitabad make Salt, I am to take Pofleflion of it. 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) W. Haverfliam, Secretary. 


Governor General. 

The Governor General, in Confidcratlon of the Circumflanccs reprefented by the Calcutta Com¬ 
mittee, is of Opinion, that the moft eligible Plan that can be adopted at this advanced Period of 
the Scefon, to raife^s large a Revenue as the Salt Works will yield, to preferve the Land Revenue 
' unimpaired. 
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unimpaired, and to prevent the future Ruin of the Selt Works, from the Molungees turning t*' 
other Occupations, is to render the Mchsl Khafs, or in other Words, to carry on the BuQne» of 
the Salt Farms immediately on account of Government. This focms almofl; the only Meafure 
' which, in the prel'ent embarrafllng State of the Sak Bunne&, can be taken for this Year. It (hould 
only however be confidered as a temporary Expedient, and Government (hould be left at Liberty to 
purfue any other Plan which, under a Change of Circumltanccs, may be more eligible at the Ex¬ 
piration of the prefent Year. Fie fubmits the following Propofitions to the Confideration of the 
Boa id: 

I ft. That an Agent be appointed, with a Salary on Behalf of Government, to make the neceftary 
Advances to the Molungees, to fuperintend the Boiling, to colleft the Salt, and depofu it in 
Golahs, and to retain the Charge of it until it (hall be fold on account of Government. 

2d. That the Calcutta Committee be dirc&ed to fuppiy the Annt, on his Requifition, with fuch 
Sums as may be neceflary for Advances to the Molungees, and for the Expcnccs of condudling the 
Bufinels. 

3d. That as the Advantaw to be derived to Government from this Plan will chiefly depend on 
the Qiiantiry of Salt manunftured, and the QEconomy obferved in the Management of the Bufi- 
nefs. It will be advifeable to afford the Agent Tome particular Inducement to give his utmoft Atten¬ 
tion to both thefe Objefts: That for this Purpole a Commifllon of Ten per Cent, be allowed him, 
befidcs his Salary, on the Advantage arifing from the Salt Works, calculated by dedufling the 
whole Amount of the Expences of the Calary Rents, boiling, tranfporting, keeping, and weighing 
the Salt, from the Amount which the Quantity collcfled may be fuppofed to yield, on an Eftimate 
Rate of 100 Rupees per too Maunds. 

4th. 'I'hat as it appears by the Letter from the Calcutta Committee, under Date 7th May 1779, 
that fomc Putteetabad Talookdars had, without Authority of Government, taken upon thcmfclves 
to make Salt on their own Account} it will be neceiTary that the Agent, as well as the Committee, 
be particularly enjoined to prevent any Salt from being made in the 24 Pergunnahs this Seafon, by 
any Perfons whatfoever, except on account of Government, and under the Diredlion of the 
Agent. 

5th. That the Calcutta Committee be direiftcd to iffbc Perwannahs to the Zemindars and Farmers 
of the 24 Pergunnahs, enjoining them to afford every neceflary Afliftance to the Agent, in engaging 
the Molungees to work, and in carrying on the Buunefs in general. 

6th. That the Agent, at the Time of his Appointment, (hall take a Iblemn Oath, that he will 
render a true and faithful Account of the Expenditure of the Sums which (hall be advanced to him 
for this Bufinefs, and of the Produce, whenever required of the Board i and that he will nor, at any 
Time, either during his Agency or afterwards, have any Concern in the Salt, nor defire any 
Profit from his Agency bcfides his Comraiflion, and the Salary which (hall be allowed him by the 
Board. 

OBSERVATIONS on the Plan propofed. 

The Rate of 100 Rupees for 100 Maunds of Sair, is taken merely as a Standard for adjufting the 
Commifllon, with refpedt to which it is of no Confequcncc at what Rate this is fixed, the fame 
Proportion is preferved between them*, it being precifely the fame, whether the Commifllon l^Tcn 
per Cent, on too Maunds, rated at 50 Rupees j the Produce of both Commifllons being 10 Ru¬ 
pees. At the fame Time it muft be obferved, that in Point of Accur.icy, the Rate above taken is 
fuch as may be reafonably expefted from the Effeds of the late Extenfion of the Duty on Foreign 
Salt, though confidcrably higher than the prefent Market Price. 

The Principles on which this Plan is conftrufted, are defined in the introduftory Claufe of the 
Third Head ; namely, that the Diligence of the Agent, and his Attention both to the Increafe of 
the Manufadlurc and to Frugality in the Expence, may be enfured, by binding his Intcreft with both j 
and the Obligation propofed by the laft Head, is the Pledge of his Fidelity, If the Ability of the 
Agent be anfwerable to the other Requifites, for which thefe Provifions arc framed, the Board may 
expedt to realize, at lead as great a C^antity as could be roanufaftured in any other Mode, and 
more than would be probably brought to Account in any other, and to derive as large a Profit from 
it; fince It is not likely that any Coiitrador would engage in fo intricate and troublelbme a Bufinefs, 
with a Profpeft of a Icfs Profit than that which is propoled for the Agents. 

'i'his Plan will aiTord the Board ar intimate Knowledge of this Bufinefs in all its Detail, Relations, 
and Confcqucnces, which could nevri# be acquired by any other. Such a Knowledge, the Want of 
which has been fenfibly felt on every Occafion which has required the Inftrudlions of the Board 
upon it, will be of cflcntial Ufe and great Eafc to them hereafter. 

The Quantity of Salt produced in the 24 Pergunnahs, has of late Years been, on an Average, 
upwards of 5,50,000 Maunds. But it is not to be expeAed that fo much can be manufadlured in 
the prefent Seafon, which is already fo fiir elapfed. By an Eftimate furnilhcd by Mr. Anderfon, 
and accompanying this, it appears that Maunds 3,09,550, including Ser, may ftill be manufadlurcdi 
and that the Expences altogether, exclufive of the Agent’s Allowances, may amount to Rupees 
1,93,966. This Eftimate is drawn out on the Informations of the Molunghees, and the moft 
intelligent of the Officers employed under the Calcutta Committee: And though the aAual Pro* 
duce and Expences may hereafter' differ from it, yet it may be admitted at prefenr, as the* bdk 

2 Grounda 
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(Stoiindt da oltidl m*y be formed. On the Data which it contains, the Profits bt the 

fiidc Works, fbppc^ng^'tbkit''^ Price Ihall hereafter Hie to loo Rupees, may be computed at 
Rupees i,i5«583, «^ter payine theCalary Renta to the Land Farmers, which are included m the 
eftimated Spences. Adoi>icCU)|C4 kowever, that this Calculation fuppai'es any Circumftance to turn 
out favourably) ]yet there feems, at all Events, Rearon to expert as great a Profit by thit Mode, as 
has been ofieim in anv of the Propofals which have been laid before the Board by the Calcutta 
Committee { and arhicb, if accepted, would not only ibbje£t the Government to Kiik, by requiring 
an Advance of a Sum of Money, but would alfo entail a Diminution on the Revenue of the enfuing 
Year. 

The fame Calculation will alfo Ihew the probable Amount of the Agent's CommKTionj which will 
yield 11,558 Rupees on a Profit of 1,15,583, as above ftated, under every favourable Circumftance 
attending the Courfe of his Bufinefs. 

* (Signed) W. Haftings. 


N*i; EXPENCES of making Maunds 3,09,550 of Salt, which it is fuppofed nay be 
pr^uced in the 24Pergunnahs for 1186. 

each (as per feparate Account) which, reckon* 

60,000 — — 

40,950-=* 


Barbooiiey AdVaiicCs to 800 Calaries, at 75 Rupees each (as per feparate Acco 
ing each Calary to produce 150 Maunds, will be 1,20,000 Mofufiil Maunds, 
75 Rupees per Calary — 

Dcfly Ac Ivances for 11,700 Maunds, at 35 R* per 100 Maunds — 

Tufi'aul Advances for 50 Calaries, which wilt yield 20,000 Maunds of Salt, at 
250 R* per Calary 


— 12,500 — — 


Total Advances 


Charges of Servants (jola-hire, Iloat<hire, weighing, &c. and calculated at 15 
R* per 100 Maunds, exclufive of Agent's ^ary — *- 

Amount of Calary Rents included in the Land Farnlers Revenue, which 
, muft be transferred to their Credit —i 


1.13.450 --- 

33,410 ~ ^ 
1^46,860 —* 

47)Io6 2 13 


Total Expcnccs R* — 1,93,966 a 13 

Amount Salt #hich it is fuppofed may be produced, MofTufil Weight •— 2,57,000 ~ ^ 
Serf calculated on the above .li. 52,550 — —• 

Maunds 3,09,550 — —* 


Particulars of the Expence of working a ikarboOny Calaty for the remaining 
Period of the prefet Seafon. 


6 Muzdoors, at 7 R* each — — 

I tmany, or Perfon to feed the Fire — —* 

t Huldar, or Head Molungy - 

Boat-hire to carry the Molungics to the Boiling places and back 
Pots 

Poojah Chaiges t — 

Hoes, Bafleets, &c. — 


Rettiarks on the Eftimatc; 


4 * 

0 


Riipew 75 


The Account N* a. will Ihew the Particulars on which the Eftimate of the Expense of working 
ike Barboony Calaries for the Remainder of the Seafon is formed i thfe Particulars were obtained 
from^ the Molungies, who arc now in Calcutta petitioning for Advances. If the Amount therein 
inchtioned, of 75 Rupees, Is now advanced, the Molungies may immediately proceed to the Boiling, 
places in the Woods, and the Whole of the Salt which they may manufacture will belong to 
■ Government. It is fuppolM that each Calarj^ on an Average, will produce^ during the Remaimier 
of the Seafon, 150 Maunds, of Banga or Moffufil Weight. The Quantity may exceed^ or fall 
Biort of the Eftimate i buc as the Whole will belong to Government, (b on the other Hand there 
be nooutftanding Balances, except what may m due from the Molungies who may deferc 
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TheBu 0 nef»of th&Tuffacio beina carried oir.U|i<»ahc CunePrle^pIbiurltoAirboof^CalA* 
ries, the Eftimate is formed on funihr Groondsy eace^rihat ao ?c(^ are jre^titd to. Work’il 
Tuffal, whereas only 8 are neceflary for a Barboony Camryd ' 

The Advances of the De 0 ey Calarics are generally at the Kate of ^jO Rujpees pec too Maunds y but 
from this the Khaaamaor, or Rents of the Galariia* are dtdt)fbed» which are more or lefs in di£* 
£erent Places, according to the Quantity which the Calarifes are reckoned capable of producing^' 
On an Average, after deducing the Rents, the Advances tee eonjputed to be ^5 R*'per 100 Maunds, 
By this Mode of carrying on the Bofinefi,. there may be outnanding Balances, but not to any. 
confidcrable Amount, bccaufc the Advances are made from Time to Time as Occafion requires s 
and the Pcrp>nt employed ihould be careful not to nteke Advanica till they are latis&ed that the 
Money is properly applied. 

27th January 1780. ‘ 

Mr. Wheler.—The principal Embarraflments which at preient attend the Manufafturc of Salt 
in Bengal, appear to me to proceed from the following Cauies. 

Firl^ Quring the Monopoly of that A,rticle by the Company, a much greater Quantity was 
manufaflured than the natural Confumption of the Country reqjuircd. 

Secondly, The Price at which it was purchafed by the Confumer, was fo much advanced above 
its former Value, as not only to check the Confumption, but likewife to efieft the IntroduAion of. 
Foreign Salt into Beiigal. And, laftly, bccaufe hnce the I^elivery ofthe iurplus Salt over to the 
Board of Trade, the Purchafers, inftead of liquidating their Balances, have at one Period been 
indulged with the Liberty of depofiting Bonds for the Sums refpeftively due from them to tins 
Company, at fo fmall an Interefl: as 1 per Cent.; at another, with the Renewal of thofe Bonds, at att 
Intcreft of 8 per Cent. In confequence of thefc Indulgences, the Furchafers of the Salt ^m the 
Board of Trade have, for fomc Years paft, and even at this Time are enabled to retairi almoft 
the Whole of their Purchafes, to the very great Difeouragement of the Manufafturcr of new Salt^ 
whofc future Produce is thereby fubjeft to fuch Variations as a greater or lefs Qiiancity of the old 
Salt, thrown into the old Market^ may occafion. 

Taking thefc Circumftances into Confideration, 1 cannot agree to the Monopoly of Salt by the 
Company, or even to the propofed Experiment of it for One Year j but, on the other Hand, am of 
Opinion^ thaftno Salt fhould be m^de during the prefcnt Seafon } ^ which Means, the greateft Part 
or what is now lying on the Hands of Indiviaualir will’ bie bleated om ' Encouragement wiH begivetv 
to the Manufafburer, and the favourable Propofals "Which I think muft' necefiarily be recehred fronts 
the Salt Merchants, in confequence, will amply compenfate for a^ finall and temporary Lofc of 
Revenue. 

Mr. Francis^ am of Opinion, that the Profit ro be expefted by Government, on the Cover* 
nor General’s Plan, is very uncertain, and likely at the utmoft to be. very inconfiderable ^ whacb'. 
ever it ma}[ be, the previous Expence, and theRifk of the Advances, ought to be efbimated agaiidk 
it. The Difficulty of letting the Sale Mahls to Advantage, arifcs from the immoderate Quantit/ 
on Hand, which of courfc reduces the Price. This Difficulty is not likely to be removed by any 
Meafure which tends to increafc the Quantity; and if this be a Reafon to Individuals for not engag¬ 
ing in the Bufinefs oa any Terms, it is a much ftrongcr one to Government, which never is or 
can be ferved with the fame CEconomy and Attention with which private Perfons conduct their 
own Affairs. For this, and many other Reafons, I think that Goveftiment fhould not engage in 
Concerns of this Nature ; and that it will be mod for our Adva>ntage not to fuffer any Salt to be 
made in the 24 Purgunnahs this Year. 

Mr. Barwell—The Objeftions made to the Governor Gcncrars Propolal, are fuch as the general 
Regulations now in.Force juffify,^. The Trade in Salt is at prefent fixed on a FriacifJe tfiat will not 
admit the Application of the Relief fuggeffed, becaule.it is partial, and muft operate againft that ' 
Principle. In my Opinion, there is no Medium j Government fhould cither refume to infelf Che 
exclufivd Right to the whole Manufadlure of Salt, or content itfelf with the Revenue, be it njore 
or lefs, arifing from the- Cuftoms. The Juffaul and Calary Rents, (which arc Articles in the 
Jummaof the different Purgunnahs) if claimed and exafted by Government, muff certainly diffrefa 
the Zemindar •, for if no Sait is made, no Rents can be colledted from them y and yet it appears but 
juff that the Zemindar fhould cheerfully fubmit to his particular Lofs, when Government bears 
more than an equal Share, by a total |}eprivatioa of its Cuftoms, which fails by the Failure of the 
Manufaiffurc, 

The following further Minutes are^ow delivered on this Subjeft: 

Governor General—I ;nuft beg Leave to add, as my Exculpation of any Confcquenees, which t 
deem infallible, from what 1 un^rftand to be the Rclblution of the Bbard, as collefted fironr the. 
preceding Minutes, to abandon eniktiy the mqft eonfidcfable and nfiuft profitable Branch of’the 
Salt Revenue—That I do proteft againft it. * « ’ 

Refoived, That the Governor General’s Plan, for cariying on the Bufinefs of the Salt Farms 
the 24 Purgunnahs, for the prefent Year, on account of Government, be rgcAed. 

Mr. Barwell—The Governor's Propofilion being negatived, I do not fee that the Board can dd. 
any thing further, than to recur to the Terms of the Settlement and the Condition^’under whltfi' 
the Zemindars of the 24 Purgunnahs hold their Lands. For an immediate Relief 10 tht ’Zemi^ddri^/ 
I would propofe, I'hat an Advance of Tegavy fhould be made to them, lim|ted tO’ the |nreft^ 
Year, and fpecified particularly to be given' in confequence of the low Price of Salt, tO et^>^ tbihn 
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ttar prMwd wkfi th« Muiufii£hiiv, and to anfwer the h'aprefi Conditions under which they hoii 
their Luidii lirhiefr ue» to jpa)r * certain Revenue,' f?ee from ali Deductions. 

Mr. Whelcr—I am not Uifflciently apprifed <rf alt' the Advantages that rtiajr be derived frotri 
Mr. Barwell’s Propofal, to give a decided Opinion | but think it will be very properly referred to 
the Calcutta Committee to adopt it« if they think it t>eBefidal 19 the public Service, or if -not, to 
ftate their Reafons to the Board. 

Mr. Francis—I am of Opinion, that thisi or any other Expedient that tends to increafe the pre¬ 
lent Quantity of Salt, will only ferve to increafe or continue our prefent Difficulty j and that by aii 
Advance of Tegavys, we may hazard fo much more of the public Prapeny: If, ncvcrthelefs, the 
Zemindars will actept of it, and if the Committee will undertake, not only that the Tegavy fhall 
be recovered, but that the Revenues ffiall be realized, with the Akl of tlMA Advance, 1 lhall ac- 
quiefee. 

Governor GencraV—The Provides in the laft Opinion render it in cffeR a Negative to the Quef- 
lion; for cither the Zemindars will not accept of the Tegavy with the Obligation annexed to if, or 
they will accept it as a prefent Relief, with a Predetermination not to repay it: And at all Events, 
I am clear that the Calcutta Committee will not undertake that thb Tegavy lhall be recovered; 
and that the Revenue lhall be realized, with the Aid of this Advance. To the Reference made iri 
both the preceding Minutes, I object; becaufe it leaves the Matter in an unprofitable Sufpcnce. 
The Sealon is already loft, and all that can be done by any poffiblc Expedient, is only to render 
the inevitable Lofs as light as jxiflible. Refpefting theQueftion itlclf, I lhall decline offering any 
further Opinion than that which may be inferred from what I have already faid. If it lhall be de¬ 
termined to refer it to the Committee, I forefee their Anfwer j and in that View, I do again recom¬ 
mend to the Confideration of the Board on the Receipt of it, the Propofal which 1 have already, 
though unfuccefsfully made, from a thorough Conviffion that no other can prevent the total Lofs, 
both immediate And future, of the public Revenue ariling from the Salt Mahls of the 24 Pergunnahs, 
which it will be the Work of Years to recover if it is abandoned. Had the firft Motion prevailed, 
] Ihould have followed it with a Recommendation of the Perfon whom I Ihould have judged the 
beft qualified for executing if I lhall be now content to wave my Pretenfions in fuch a NomU 
tiationj and leave it wholl} to the other Members of the Board } a Conceffion which I make, both 
as the Effedl; and Proof of the ftrong Convidfion with which I am imprefled of the Ncceffity of 
this Expedient, and of the fule Motive and Inducement which I Md in offering it. 

, Mr. Barwell—My only Inducement for making the Propofition I have done, was to render the 
inevitable Lofs as light as poffiblc to the Zemindar. I had ptemifed, that the Tenor by which 
he held the Lands, obliged him to the Payment of a certain Rent, whether the Sources from which 
it was derived, were loft to him or not. One Part of the Committee’s Pleas in favour of the Ze¬ 
mindars, fays, that they are forced to take dp Money to difeharge their Rents, becaufe they receive 
no Advances on account of the Salt Manufadure in their fevcial DLvifions and that thele Loans 
are rendered ncceflary, as they are forced to apply their Receipts from the Land Revenue to Ad¬ 
vances from the Manufaflure of the Salt: Hence it ajmears, that the Manufadure is abfolutely 
carrying on, and that the Ruin of the Zemindars arifes from the Money they cake up to difehar^ 
the Kifts of Government as they become due. I mutt believe that the Committee have fairly 
Rated the Fadl ( and, as the foie Difficulty and Diftrefs appear to arife from the Zemindars being 
forced to borrow Money on difadv,:ntagcous Terms, I Amply fuggCfted the Expedient of indulging 
them with Tegavy ; not that I fuppofed it would entirely remove all their Diftrefies, but as an 
Expedient that mull have dimlnilhcd them in a great Degree •, at any Rate; unlefs the Revenue the 
Zemindars engaged to pay fliall be lowered, I do not fee any cffcflual Relief that can be given to 
them. 

Refolved agreeably to Mr. Barwell’s Propofition, with the Qualification contained in Mr. Francis’s 
Minute: And 

Agreed, That the following Anfwer be accordingly written to the Provincial Council of Cal¬ 
cutta. 


To Mr. David Anderfon, Chief, &c< Provincial Council for the Divilion of Calcuttil. 

Gentlemen, 

We have received your Letter of the 20th January* with the Salt Propofals enclofed. 

Wo cannot confent to accept of any of the Propofals which have been delivered to you for the 
Salt farms of the 24 Pcrgunnalis * but as a Relief to the Zcmintlars, we would recommend that an 
Advance of Tegavy be made to them, limited to the prefent Year, and fpccified particularly to be 
*iven in confequence of the low Price of Salt, to enable them to proceed with the Manufacture of 

It Article, and to anfwer the cxprefi Conditions under which they'hold their Lands, which arc, to 
• a certain Revenue, free from all Deduftions. 

this Expedient lhall appear to you to be beneficial to the public Service, and the Zenbindars 
will accept of the Tegavy, we authorize you to adopt it*, observing, however, that we expeft you 
will undertake* not only that the Tegavy lhall be recovered*, but that the Revenue lhall be realized, 
with the Aid of this propofed Advance. 

., Fort William. We are. &c. 

February Q80. 


giv< 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Gofernor.Oeneral and Council, in chttf 
Revenue Department, the 4th February 1780. 

Read the follomng Letter from the Provincial Council of Calpitta. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, See. Council of 
Revenue at Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

In Obedience to your Orders of Yefterday, we immediately alTembled; and having called the 
Zemindars of the 24 Purgunnahs before us, wc explained to them thePurport thereof j but they have 
unanimoudy declared themfelves incapable of fufilling the ExpeAations of Government, and have 
refufed to accept of the Tuccavy o^ered tlwin, affigning the following Rcafons: 

I ft. The Price of Salt is at prefent fo low, that it will not defray the Expcnces of manufaAuring 
it, much lefs any Revenue to Government. , 

ad. The Seafon is fo far elapfed, that a very fmall Proportion only of that Quantity of Salt for 
which they are bound in their Coboleacs to. pay Revenue, can now be manufaflured. 

We have the Pleafure to inform you, that the Price of Sale is now rifing; a Circumftance which, 
though perhaps too late to be of much Advantage to the Salt Revenue of the 24 Pergunnahs of the 
prefent Year, yet it will, wc hope, confidcrabJy tend to fecurc the Revenue of the teft of the 
Salt Diftrifts of our Divifion. 

We arc, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) D. Anderfon, &c. 

the 2d February 1780. Council. 


Governor General—I have recommended the Re-confideration of this Queilion to the Board ; and 
have given it as my confirmed Opinion, that the Salt,Mchal of the 24 Pergunnahs, if abolilhed, or 
difeontinued for a finglc Seafon, may never be again recovered. I beg Leave to add the following 
Paper, which has this Inftant been prefented to me, and which reprefents the Confequences of 
abandoning this Branch of the Ifcvenue in fuch ftrong Terms, and fb exaftly confonant to. my 
own Belicfi that 1 adopt them as my own. 

The Zemindars cannot now avail thernfelves of the Tekajyee •, an Indulgence that would have 
been greatly advantageous to them, if thought of at an earlier Period, when they had the whole 
Seafun before them. * > 

fiecaufe Half the Seafon is elapfed, unavoidable Contentions for the Molungees, .when the Ad> 
vances are not wholly made by One Hand, will not be adjufted in a Month, if at all. 

And though the Zemindars may be compelled to make Satisfaflion for the Lofles they o'ceafion, 

J ret none can be procured, perhaps, for the Salt Mahls ufually farmed with the Cofs Lands, now 
eparated from them. 

The Queftion will not be cafily anfwercd, Whcthcr^if no Salt be made in Two Years, the increafed 
Price at the End of this Term will be fuch as to afford you Advantages above the Amount of the 
Lofs of Callary Rents, and Duties. 

The keeping unworked the Callarics of the 24 Pergunnahs alone, is not very likely to produce con* 
fiderable EfFc&, when perhaps all the others may be worked, in every DiftriCk in Bengal, as here-, 
tofore. 

The Condition of the Molungees fhould be confidcred; when prefTed for the Revenue due from 
them for their Lands (which includes the major Part of their Number) fomc fcarcely renting 
more than fufficcs for the aftual Confumption of their Families, who alfo require Money for the 
Expcnces obferved at their Marriages, Burials, Serrads, &c. Ciiftoms they ftarve rather than omit,- 
will, after converting their own Ornaments, ihofe of their Wives and Children, into Specie, run 
other Diftridks, where they will not be prefled Molungees j and by becoming Ryots, fettle themfelves 
in a Life of comparative Eafe, from which they will not be readily retrieved. 

Thole not holding Lands, Ending the Channel obftruAed through which they obtained fufiicient 
for thole Purpofes and their Sul^iftence, unprepared for fuch a Failure, always accuftomed to 
general Diftribution of it in advance for Salt, an Article fo highly profitable to the Manufadturer, 
will feel irreparable Diftrefs and ^fery •, and being without Inftruments of Agriculture, incapable 
of cultivating Land, muft fly to other Countries to avoid their Creditors, and feek Employment, 
where many may perilh before they Can get any. 

The Ruin of the various Deperidents on this Branch of Revenue, will merit your Forcfight and: 
Attention, including the Potmtker|, Boat Mep, Bullock Men, &c. ° 

The Scarcity of Specie among aR of the lower Order in Hactiagur, and other Pergunnahs ad* 
luining, is already feltj thefe are, at this prefent Time, bartering their Ornaments and domeftic 
> Lltendls for Provifion and Cloaths, &c. 

Rice is accordingly rifen to Thirty Seer above the Price common at this Seafon laft Year 1 and 
indeed every Thing elfe in Proportion. 

Mr. Francis—I fee no Rcafon .to alter the Opinion exprclTed in my former Minute 1 viz, .That 
no Profit IS to be expefted by working the Salt of thefe Pergunnahs this Year, But the other Ar* 

* gumcht 
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guroent infifted on by the Governor General, that if the Manufafture is omitted for One Yt-.-ir, the 
Works will be loft, and the Manufaftures dirperfed, feems to have fome Weight-, and if it h.n, 
the Salt Revenue o/S fublequeot Years may undoubtedly, be hazarded. On this Principle, and not 
poflefllng any certain Knowledge of my own to oppofe to the Governor General’s Convidion, I fliall 
aCquieice in the Motion. 

Mr. Barwell—The Queftion being already determined, renders it unncceflaay for me to continue 
the Subject. My Objections are already ftated, and my Sentiments remain unaltered. The Diffi¬ 
culties and Diftreftes which are reprefented in the Paper now introduced, 1 do not appreliend would 
arile, either to the Government or the Ryot. 

Refolved, That the Plan recommended by the Governor General, in his Minute, recorded in Confu)- 
tacion the xft Inftant, for carrying on the Bufinefs of the Salt Farms of the 24 Pergunnahs for the 
prefent Year, on account of Government, be adopted. 

Mr. Barwcll-^The Governor General’s Declaration, recorded oh the laft Council Day, in the prefent 
State of the Queftion ought not to ftand, a Deference to his Opinion alone having influenced an 
Acquiefcence to it: No other Member is fo particularly interefted in the Succefs of the Meafure : And 
as 1 would not myfelf have the Failure of it, if it Ihould fail, be liable to the Conftrudion of at^ 
Indifference on my Part, or the Part of the Agent | might name, and as the fame Reafoos muft 
clearly influence the other Members to decline the Nomination, I move, That the Governor Gene¬ 
ral’s Declarations be over-ruled, by a Requeft to him to nominate any Perlbn he pleafes. 

Agreed, That the Governor General’s Declaration be over-ruled, and that he be requefted to 
nominate a Perfon to the fpeCial Charge of this Bufinefs. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, 
in their Revenue Department, the 8th February 1780. 

Governor General—I deem it Incumbent on me to exprefs my Acknowledgments to the Board 
for their Acquiefcence -, and more efpecially for the Manner of it, in my Propofal for keeping up 
the Manufadkure of Salt in the 24 pergunnahs, by a fpccial f^cncy. 

As they have been pleafed to leave the Nomination of the Jf^rfon to be charged with this Truft 
to me, I beg Leave to recommend Mr. Henry Griffith, whom I*believe to be amply qualified for 
it, 1 ^ a loc^ and pradlical Knowledge of the Bufinefs in all its Detail j and 1 myfcl^lace rite moft 
confident Reliance on his Integrity. If the Board will be plcafcd to allow fuch a Deviation from 
the Plan which I have before recommended for this Commiflion, I would requeft that he may be 
entrufted with the Expenditure of fuch Sums as he may oecafionally require, both for his official 
and pcrfonal Expences, under an Injunftion of the ftrifteft Frugality: That he be required to 
deliver in his Accounts upon Oath; and that in lieu of a current Salary or Commiflion, the Board 
will be plcafcd to referve the Recompcncc of his Services to be determined on the Clofe of bus 
Accounts} at which Period they will be better able to proportion them to his Dcfcrts; by which 
Criterion alone I wifh him to be rewarded : That he may immediately be put in Pofleffion of his 
Office} and that the Provincial Council for the Divifion of Calcutta be advifed thereof, and di- 
rcdlcd to iflTue the proper Orders to that EfFcdl, and to make him fuch Advances from their Trca- 
iury, as he fhall from Time to Time require. 

Refolved. ift. That an Agent be appointed, on Behalf of Government, to make the neceflary 
Advances to the Molungees, to fuperintend the boiling, to colleft the Sair, and depofit it in the 
Golahs, and to retain the Charge of it until it fhall be weighed oflT to the Perfons to whom it fhall be 
fold, on account of Government. 

2d. That the Calcutta Committee be dircdlcd to fupply the Agent, on his Requifition, with 
fuch Sums as he may oecafionally require, both for his official and perfonal Expences, under an In- 
junttion of the ftrideft Frugality. 

3d. That as it appears by the Letter from the Calcutta Committee, under Date 7th May 1779, 
that fome Putteetabad Talookdars had, without Authority of Government, taken upon themfdvcs 
to make Salt on riicir own Account, it will be neceflary th,-!! the Agent, as well as the Committee, 
be particularly enjoined to prevent any Salt from lieing made in the 24 Pergunnahs this Scafon, by 
any Perfons whatloever, except on the Account of Government, and under the Direftions of tlic 
Agent. 

4th. That the Calcutta Committee be dircfled to iflue Perwannahs to the Zemindars and Far¬ 
mers of the 24 Pergunnahs, enjoining them to afford every neceflary Afliftance to the Agent in en¬ 
gaging the Mokmgees to work, and in c.irryingon tiu‘ Bufinels in general. 

5th. That the Agent be required to deliver his Accounts upon Oath -, and that in lieu of a 
current Salary or Commiflion, the Rcoompence of his Services be determined by the Board on the 
Clofe of his Accounts, at which Period they will be better able to proportion it to his Delcrts. 

6th. That Mr. Henry Griffith be appointed Agent for the Management of this Bufinefs, 

Agreed that the following Letter be written to the Provincial Council of Calcutta, 


Sel. Com. Rep. IX 
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To Mr. David AnderfoO) Chief, &c. Provincial Council for the Divifion of Calcutli; 

Gentlemen, 

We have received your Letter of the ad Inftant. 

In confequence of the Refufal of the Zemindars of the 24 Pergunnahs, to accept of the Tegavy 
offered them in our Letter of the ift February, we have thought it advifeable, as the moft 
eligible Plan that can be adopted at this advanced Period of the Scafon, to render the Salt Mahal 
Khas i in order to fecure as large a Revenue as the Salt Works will yield, to preferve the Land 
Revenue unimpairedt and to prevent the future Rum of the Works, from the Molungees turning 
to other Occupations. 

For this Purpofe we have appointed Mr. Henry Griffiths to the fpccial Charge of carrying on 
the Bulinefs of the Salt Farms of the 24 PerjgUnnahs for the prefent Year, on account of Govern¬ 
ment, and have accordingly furnilhed him yfith the ncccflary Inftruftions for the Execution of the 
Truft committed to him*. Copy of which we now enclolci and diredt that you iffue the proper 
Orders for putting Mr. Griffiths in immediate Pofleffion of his Office, caufing fuch Advances to 
i)e made to him ftom your Treafury, as he may from Time to Time require. 

Fort William, ' We are, &c. 

the 8 th February 1780. 

Ordered that Mr. Griffith be informed of his Appointment, and that he be furnilhed with 
Inftrudtions conformable to the foregoing Refolutions and Orders. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council in their Revenue Department; 
dated the 29th February 17 80. 

Par. 2. We have already, in our lalt Letter per Ganges, mentioned to you the unfavourable Stare 
of Salt Trade, the Difficulties under which the Zemindars of the 24 Pergunnahs in particular 
laboured, and the Decay likely to be apprehended in that Branch of your Revenues. 

g. As a Relief to the Zemindars of tne abovementioned Purgunnahs, we were induced to make 
them an Offer of Tegavy (Loan) to enable them to proceed with the Manufadlure of Salt, and 
to fulfil the exprefs Conditions under which they hold their Lands, which are, to pay a fixed 
Revenue, free of all Deductions. The Zemindars havii^, however, refufed to accept of this 
AlTiftance, declaring themfelves incapable of fulfilling the Expectations of Government, we judged 
it neceffa^, as the molt eligible Plan that could m adopted at the then advanced Period of the 
Scafon, to render the Salt Mhal Khas, or in other Words to carry on the Bufinefs of the Salt 
Farms immediately on account of Government, in order to fecure as large a Revenue as the Salt 
Works will yield, to preferve the Land Revenue unimpaired, and to prevent the future Ruin of the 
Works, from the Molungees turning to other Occupations. 

4. For this Purpofe we have ^pointed an Agent to the fpccial Charge of carrying on the Bufi- 
nefs of the Salt Farms of the 24 Pergunnahs for the prefent Year, on account of Government; and 
have accordingly furnilhed him with the necelTary InllruClions for the Execution of the Tniff 
committed to him. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue 
Department, the 19th September 1780. 

The Governor General lays before the Board the following Minute and Plan for the Provifion 
of Salt by Agency. 

The confiderable Profits which had been derived from the ManufaClurc of Salt, attraCled 
the Attention of the former Frefident and Council, who formed a Plan for fecuring this valu¬ 
able Article for the Benefit of the Honourable Company. This Meafure was juftified by the 
Example of other Countries, and particularly France, were Salt compofes one of the principal 
Branches of Revenue. But the Buunefs was at the fame Time conduced with Eafe to the Inha¬ 
bitants, as the Monopoly of the Saltj was limited to the Manufa£lure, and it was immediately after 
expofed to public Sale, and circulated throughout the Provinces. 

The Plan was attended with great Succefs during the Two Firft Years; the Profit in the Fir ft 
amounting to and in the Second to 

But the great Changes which were introduced about that Time into all thcDepartmcnis of this 
Government, entirely difeompofed the Syftcm which had been before fo beneficial to it. The 
fucceffive Transfers of the Salt from the CollefltMS to the Prefidenr and Council, from them to 
the Governor General and Council,* and from them to the Conimercial Board, involved the Accounts 
in fuch Intricacies which were increafed by the Artifices of Individuals, who availed theml'elvcs 
of the Confufion, that they have not to this Day been fettled. There was alfo a Dcfcft in the Mode 
of Sale, notwithAanding the Precaution taken to enfure the full Payment, by the Advance 4 

Foitfth 
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Fourth Part In Pledge for the Remainder, Ss the Porchafers Mvcrc frequently unable to pay for the 
Wholei and by leaving It unclear^, incrcafed the Perplexity. 

As the Accounts were fo complicated, and the Price of Salt, by the crowded Importation of this 
Article from the Coaft, and by the Sale of Three Years Produce, which was made at one Time by 
the Commercial Board, was confiderably reduced, it was thought expedient to farm the Salt to the 
Zemindars: But their Poverty compelled them to haften their Sales, or enter into difadvanrageous 
Contrafts, in order to raife ready Money for the Difchargc of their Revenue j and being thus ren¬ 
dered totally unfit to adopt the Means of augmenting the Price, they even vied with each other to 
lower it, and ruin this Branch of Revenue both for Government and tlicmfelves. Indeed, the Variety 
of Competitors defeated every Purpofe of Confiftency .and Prudence i and when the Period of letting 
the Farms occurred laft Year, it was found that the Value of this Article had dccrcafed fo confider¬ 
ably, that the Offers which were made did not afford the leaft Advantage to Government; and 
feme even required an Advance of Cafh from the Treafury, as a Condition for executing the Terms 
of their Propofals, low and unprofitable as they were. The Board judged that the Importation 
of Foreign Salt, which exceeded la l^ack a Year, i»as in fome Degree the Occafion of the low 
Price of it, by making the Amount in Bengal exceed the natural Confumption j and fixed fo high 
a Duty on it as might check the Importation. 

This Regulation was however in a great Meafure defeated by the Purchafe of Rowannahs from 
the Zemindars, and ocher cbllufive Practices ; and to fo low an Ebb was this Manufaifiiure reduced, 
that in the Month of January laft, the Calcutta Committee, after many ineffeftual Trials, and vari¬ 
ous Orders from the Board, declared, that they would not let the Salt Mahals at any Rate; fo that 
there was the greateft Danger that the Manufafturc would be entirely difeontinued, in a Diftrift niofl: 
tinder the Eye of Government, and confcqucntly moft cafily managed •, that the Revenue would be 
funk, the Molungees turn to other Occupations, and the Salt Grounds be entirely overgrown with 
Woods, and irrecoverably loft. 

At this Period I propofed a Plan for refuming the Salt of this Diftridt into the Management of 
Government, and Mr. Griffiths was appointed to fuperintend it. The Seafon for making the Ad¬ 
vances is the Month of September. The Month of February was almoft part before this Charge 
was affigned to him *, yet the Succefs which has attended his Exertions, in the Quantity and Cheap- 
nefs of the Manufadture, a Succefs which I own exceeded my Expedfations, evidently demonftrates 
the Utility of this Meafure, and the Expediency of rendering it Univerfal. 

I therefore beg Leave to lay before the Board the following Plan ■, in vfrh'ich the Mode of the Fivfc 
Years Lcafe is combined with that which I propofed for the 24 Pergunnahs in the Month of January. 
I prefer the prefent Plan to that which was adi^ted by the former Prcfidetit and Council, bccaufe 
it excels it in Simplicity and in the Nature of the Sales; v^hich, although they do hot hold out 
to Government fo confiderable Profit as the former, yet Promifes one which is more certain. 

For this Improvement of the Plan^ I am indebted to the Suggeftion of a Member of the 
Board. 


PLAN for the Provifion of Salt by Agency. 

ill. That all the Salt of the Provinces be mannfadlurcd for the immediate Account of the 
Honourable Company, and fold, for ready Money, at moderate fixt Rates, to be afeertained and 
publiflied at the Beginning of every Seafon, by the Governor General and Council. 

2d. That a Comptroller be appointed with the following Eftablilhment fN* i.) to collefl the 
Accounts from the Agents, and prepare general Accounts for the Information of the Board, and 
exercife an official Authority over the Agents in all Points of their Duty. , 

3d. That an Agent be appointed to each of the undermentioned Divifions, with a Salary and 
Allowance, as per Eftablimmcnt (N* 2.) to receive and make the Advances, to fuperintend the 
Manufaifture, to receive the Sale from the Molungees, to fell it agreeably to the Rates annually 
cftablilhed by the Governor General and Council, to collcft the Duties in Addition to the Price, 
to feize and confifeate all contraband Salt, and to have the general Charge and Management of the 
Provifion and Sale of the Salt, each in his rerpe&ivc Divifion, Under the Coniroul above fpedified. 


ill Divifion Hedjelee, including 


ad D! Tumlook, including 


‘Jelamoota, 
Daroodumna,' 
Soojamoota, 
Beercool, 
Sabung, 
Mohaur,' , 
Cauchreachdur; 
Lamfray, 
Balfay,' 
Meergodah, 
.Mornachoura. 
Myfadci, 
.Muadulgaav 
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The Governor General recommends, that Mr. Henoryepfitriit be appointed to the OflUce of« 
Comptroller'} and the following Gentlemen to the uooermentioned Agencies. ' ^ 

Mr. Thomas Cklvert, — ‘ — Hidgclee. * 

Mr, James Afchdeken, — ’ ■— Tuhirook. 

Mr. Henry Griffiths, — — 24 Pergunnahs. 

k Mr. R. W. Wood, — — Roymungul. 

Mr. Cfharles Scaly, - —• —- Bulwah. 

Mr. Robert Wortlcdge, — — Chittagong. 

The ^oard agreeing to the Governor General’s Recommendation, 

Agreed, That the above Gentlemen be af^inted accordingly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do advifc the Comptroller and Agents of their Appointments, and 
furnilh them with the neceffary Inftruftions fpr their Guidance. 

Agreed alfo. That a Copy of the Plan bft tranfmitted to the fcveral Divifions, with the following 
Letter. 


To Mr. David Anderfon, Chief, &c. Provincial Council for the Divifion of Calcutta, ' 
at Houghly. 

Gentlemen, 

Having refolved, that all the Salt of the Provinces lhall be manufaftured and difpofed of for 
the immediate Account of the Company, under the Superlntendance of a Comptroller and Manage¬ 
ment of Provincial A«nts, we herewith tranfmit, for your Information and Guidance, a Copy of 
the Plan adopted for thefe Purpofes. 

The Gentleman whom we have appointed to the Office Of Comptroller, is Mr. Henry Vanfitfart; 
and the Agents ftationed under him, for the fcveral Salt Diftrifts fpecified in the incloled Plan, &c. 
lying within our Divifioh. are, for that of HidMicc, Mr. Thomas Calvert; for the 24 Pcrgunnalis, 
Mr. Henry Griffiths; ana for Ramuneul, Mr. R. W. Wood : To whom we require you to alFord 
cvcif necfcflary Affiftance for the due Execution of the Truft refpc^livcly repoltd in them. 

Fort William, ... We are, &c. 

the 29tti September 1780. 


The fame to Dacca, drawn to for that after which fubftitute the following Words: “ of Bul- 
wa, Mr. Chorles Scaly, and Mr. R. W. Wood, for Part of the Roymuhgul Department;” To 
whom, &c. 

The fame to Burdwan, with this Subftitiition after the Weird “ Divifion,” is, Mr. James Arch- 
deken for Pirt of the Tumlook Department. 

I'hc fame to Midnapore, fubdituting “ Colteftorlhip ” inftcad of “ Divifion and afterwards, 
“ is Mr. Thbmas Calvert for Part of the Hidgclce Department.” 

The fame to Chittagong, fubttituting CoDcdorfhip ” inftcad of “ Divifion and Mr. Robert 
Wortlcdge the Agent.... 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council, in their Revenue Department; 
dated 25th November 1780. 

SALT. 

Par. n. For the Reafons affigned in a Minute laid before us by the Governor General, ve'^ 
have thought it expedient to adopt a Plan, prQpofed by him, for refuming the Salt of the Pio- 
vinces into the Hands of Government, and of manufaduring it for dieir immediate Account. In 
this Plan, the Mode of the late Five Tears Leafe, formed by the Committee of Circuit, is combined 
with the one laid dow'n laft Tear for the 24 Pergunnahs ; of which you were advifed in our Letter 
of the'agth of February, 

22. Agreeably thereto, all the Salt which fhall be tnanufadured, is to be fold for ready Money, 
at moderate fixed Rates, to be afeertkined and publilhed at the Ifcginning of every Scafon by the 
Governor General and Council. A Comptroller is impointed for the general Superinterfdance of 
this Department; under whom is ftationed an Agent ot each of the Six principal Divifions where the 
Salt is manufadured, who is to have the Charge and Management of the Provifion and Sale of ic, 
each in his refpedive Divifion. The Duties are to be collmcd in addition to the Price. All con¬ 
traband Salt is to be feized and confifeated •, and all future Rowannahs and Duftucks for Salt are 
to be ilTued and exchanged by the Comptroller, inftead of the Colledor of Government’s Cuftom. 

23. As the Advantage to be derived to the Company from this Plan, will depend chiefly on 
the Quantity of Salt manufadured, and the CEconomy obferved in the Managenieat of the Bufi- 
nefs, it was deemed advifeable to atTofd the Comptroller an'd Agents fonie particular Inducement to* 

?;ive their utmoft Attention to both theie Objeds, by allowing them, befides their fixed Salaries 
amountit^with their Eftabbftiment, from 500 to 1^300 Rupees each per Month) a Commlflion 
per Cent, ra tht DilSercnce between the Amount of all the' antecedent Expenccs, of whatever Itind, ^ 

and 
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«iuf die Procluce of the. Sales, including the Ducf^.c^. all the Salt brought to the Account of the 
Conipanjr in each Divifioa, Vfrhetbcr by Manufaduiie or ConBfcation •, to be diftributed in the Pro. 
portion of One fourth to the Comptroller, and Three Fourths to the Agent of each Divifion tc> 
^p^iwtly. 

aa.. lo Conformity to the Regulation prefertbed in the kft Afticle of the Plan, the Agents, at 
the Time of their Appointment, took a folemn Oath to render true and faithful Accounts of the 
Eapendicure of the Sutns which Ihould be advanced to them for their Bufinefs, and of the Produce, 
fthenever required by us s and at no Time, either during their Agencies, or afterwards, to have any 
PQn<;cm in the Salt, or derive any Profit from their Agencies, befides their Commiifion, and the 
Salaries allowed them, or knowingly fuffer any their Draendants to derive any Profits but fucb 
aa are allowed t and a fimilar 0 am was aBminiftered to the Comptroller. 

85. We appointed Mr. Henry Vanfittart to the latter Office. 


APPENDIX, N” 92. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue ConfuUations, the 31ft March 1775. 

^OJA KAWORKE’s Petition and Enclofures having been circulated on the 23d Infiant, and 
forwarded Numbers in the Packet per Ship Anion, they are now recorded, together with 
the Letter from Mr. Barwell to the Secretary, and the Letter from General Clavering, Colonel 
Monfon, and Mr. Francis, to the Governor General. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and the Supreme Council 
at Fort William. 

The humble Petition of Kawork, Son of Simon, the unhappy Merchant, and one of the Honourable 
Company’s Contrauors, 

Shewetb, f 

* Th.it in or about the Month of November 1772, when the Salt Pergunnahs or Lands in the. 
Province of Dfcca were let out by MelTrs. Dacres, Lawrcll, and Graham, by Order of the 
Honourable Committee of Revenue, for the Term of Five Years, in confequence of the then 
new Regulations, by proper Sunnuds or Patents under the Seal of the Honourable Company, 
your Petitioner did farm Savalhpore h^abajl, a jQace' alfb in the Diftridts of Dacca, of thofe 
Gentlemen ; and entered into a Contradf with the faid Honourable Committee, annually to provide 
a large Qmntiti of Salt in that Place, and detiyer the fame to the faid Committee on account of 
the Honourable Company ■, and in cafe of any Deficiency on the Parc of your Petitioner, in the 
Delivery of the full Quantity of Salt fo contracted for, to pay 50 Rupees for every hundred 
Maunds of Sait^ for fuch Ihort Delivery, but if exceeding the Quantity, for to get or be allowed 
jz^ Rupees Profit on every hundred Maunds of the Salt that ffiould be delivered by your 
l^titipner, over and above the Quantity fo contraS;cd for. 

In confequence of the abovementioned Conditions, the faid Gentlemen did grant unto your 
Petitioner a Potrah or Patent under the Honourable Company’s Seal, for the Term of Five Yearsj 
and which Pott^ does contain the Particulars of fuch Conditions and Covenants. 

Your Peticiofjer did rccyive Advances in Ca(h from the Honourable Company, and boil or 
provide Salt ml the faid Place^.jand deliver it to the Honourable Company, agreeable to his 
Contract. 

Befides the ahlove Pergunnah or Lands, your Petitioner did, in the Year 1773, and Month of 
Pecember, and lin the I^me qf his Gomaftah, Sonararo Paul, alfo farm a Place called Selimabad, 
alfo in the Prov}nc-c of Dacca, from Joynarain Gufiaul, the original Farmer of the faid Place, for 
tbp Term Fojjr Years.; and your Petitioner became Security for his faid Gomaftah, on Con¬ 
dition, mltt'if faid Joynarain Gofiaul would infift to take the faid Place back from your Peti« 
tioner, or his fam .Gomaftah* before, the Term of Four Years are elapfed, he the faid Gofiaul (hould 
in fuch Cafe tal{e upon biiu&lf all fuch Qutftanding Debts or Balances as may remain due unto 
your Petitioner hr bis Jfaid gomaftah* ,frpfn the faid, Place, as it is fully fpecified in the Contra^ 
figned by the faid Joynarain'dqfiauVfor that Puwfe. 

That on the Uft Arfivat of Richard Barwell, Eiquire, at Dacca, in the Month of February 1774, 
he did charge yOur„Petitiohcr wjt.h a Profit oFOn.e hundred and Twenty-five thoufand Five hundred 
Rupees on the iaforefaid I'^wo.Sale PergunnalTs, fo .farmed by your Pecicioner, as a Concribucion, 
contrary to the HonoufablpjCominiftep^’s P<xtalis,.and the.icue Intent and Meaning of the Concrafe 
executed by you|r Petitioner; and in order to levy the fame, he did, the fame Year, dedu£b 10,000 
Rupees from t^e Amount of the Advance Money which was ordcr;;d to be paid unto your Peti- 
5. * tioner, 
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t^oncp, on account of the Honourable Company, for the Provllion of Salt, in the Saeaftjpdor 
PcTtfunnah, and lojqg Rupees from the Amount of the Advance Mon^ which was to be al(b 
paid unto your Petitioner on account of the Salt Provihon in the Sclimabad Pergunnah j 
after lb doing, he compelled your Petitioner to execute and give him Four different Bonds, for th0 
Sum of 77,627 Rujjces, in the Name of one Porran Paul, for the Remainder of fuch Contribution, 
or unjuft Profit; as will appear by the Account, N* r. 

That Ionic Time after Inch Bonds were extorted of him, a Jamadar with Four"Peons were 
placed to guard his Perfon, and to recover the Amount of the faid Bonds» in confMuende thereof 
the faid Peons did, by ill IJfage and Oppreffions, recover front your Petitioner, at different-Times^ 
altogether 48,65b Arcot Rupees, befides the Sum of 28^ Rupees which was extorted from him 
by his Jamailar and tlie faid Peoris, as per the taid Account, N* 1. After fuch Payment being m 4 de* 
'1 wj of the aforelaid Four Bonds, cciptaining^,313 Rupees, were reftored unto your Petitioner, and 
he was again committed to the Charge of Fojir Peons, to pay the Amount of the remaining Two 
Bonds. That befides the abovementioned unjuftiffable Profits, he the faid Gentleman and his 
People has cxwrted from your_ Petitioner fevcral other unjuft Sums onjhc Salt Mahls farnicd by 
your Petitioner, altogether amounting to 25,000 Rupees, as per AccounT,'N'^ 2. 

And what more affefted your Petitioner, and threatened him an utter Ru>.i, is, that after all fuch 
Oppreflions, Injuries, and Injufticc committed on him, he the find Richard Barwell, Efquire, did, 
about his Departure from Dacca, in the Month of O&ober laft, for'Self-Intereft, and without the 
leaft Knowledge of your Petitioner, wreft from him the aforefakl Two Mhals, and farm them to 
another Perfon, notwithftanding he extorted from your Petitioner a confiderable Sum of Money, as 
above related, on account of the faid Pergunnahs', this laff: Aft of Excefs furpaffmg thofe he had 
till then committed on your Petitioner, as it has been a tremendops ShQch to his Fortune ^ for that 
a Quantity of more or lefs 100,000 Maunds of Salt is now remaining due unto your Petitioner from 
the Molungees, &c. of the faid Pergunnah, which he could recover, had he continued in his Farm 
till the Term fpecified in his Contraft was clapfed. 

Your Petitioner further humbly begs Leave to lay before this Honourable .Board, Four Accounts 
Current between the Honourable Company and him, relative to.his Salt Contrafts, for Two Years; 
marked N* 3. 4. 5. and 6 . by which it will plainly appear how faithfully your Petitioner has per¬ 
formed fuch his Contradts with the Honourable Company, and vyhat Lois he has fuftained by the 
Meafures or Means above related. 

Under ihcfe, and many other exceflive and extraordinary Oppreffions, your Petitioner has been 
cntiiely ruined, and muft inevitably be annihilated, with his Family and Children, unlefs this Ho¬ 
nourable Board will be pleafed to ftrctch out its Hand of Relief, and interpofe on his Behalf i at the 
fame Time humbly hopes this Honourable Board will pardon him for the Freedom he took in 
giving this fuccinfi Account of the grieving Hardlhips he met with, and is now labouring undera 
dnd jiumbly hopes to be relieved. 

And your Petitioner, &c,' 


( N'l. ) 


The underwritten is an Account of the extraordinary and unwarrantable Profits taken or received 
from me by Richard Barwell, Efquire, late Chief of Dacca, on the Two Salt Diftrifls farmed by 
me from the Honourable -Company, the one called Daccan Savagepore, and the other Selimabad, 
contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of the Pottahs granted to me by the Honourable Company, 
and the Contrails executed by me to the faid Honourable Company,—That is to fay, 65,000 Rupees 
was taken on Daccan Savagepore, and 60,500 Rupees on Selimabad s both Sums amounting to 
1,25,500 Rupeesi which was paid in the following Manners viz. 


March 29th. To Cafli paid Mr. Hollond by Guddadar, Shroff or Banker, A’ R* 
April 12th. To Calh deduced by Order of Richard Barwell, Efquire, by Mr. 

Hollond, from the Amount of the Advance Money paid to me 
on account of tlfc Honourable Company, for the Salt Pro- 
vifion in AoMahall or Diftrid Sclimabad — — 

7*0 Calh, a like D«udion was made in the Payment of Calh 
for the Provifion bf Salt in the Diftrift Savagepore — — 
7*0 Calh paid, that for the Remainder of the above-mentioned 
unjuft Profits, Four different Inmreft fibnds were wrefted from 
me, in the Natpe Iff oneTorawn Paul, Banker, for the Sum of 
77,627 Rupees, ks abovementioned: In put of which Bonds 
the following Sums were pud to Mr. Hollond, in the following 
Periods, by Force and Compulfion, through the Hands of Gud- 
dadar, Banker, Viz. , 

Auguftthe a6th -f —; R! 16,000 — — 

Ditto 29th “ 


6,538 8- 


11,25s 8 — 
i,66B 12 — 


3 


September 



A ' r*P E I5r D I X, 


A * 7 ^* I. - 

April t3th*r 


■'September 8 th * 
’ Ditto 20th 
Ditto 29th 


15,000 • 
7,000 - 

5i000 ■ 


To Jamadars and Peotn of Richard fiarwell, Efquiie, to whole 
Charge I was delivered to pay fuch unjuft Sunas — — 

‘ A‘R‘ 

To Diet, dec. paid from the 2d to the rSth December laft, to Mr. 
Purling’a Peons, who were likewife placed over me to recover the 
Remainder of the above unjuft Bonds — — — 

Arcot Rupees 


48,656 12 ■ 
283 — - 


69.739 — - 

92 8 - 


61,831 8 — 


( N» 2. ) 

The underwritten is an Account of fundry unjuftifiable Sums taken from me by Richard Barwell, 
.Efauire, for and on account of his Farms, or on the Revenue Account of die Salt Mahals, or 
Diftriifts, Sec. from the Time of his laft Arrival at Dacca to the Time he returned back to Cal¬ 
cutta i and alfo the Sums extorted by his People} viz*. 
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December 29th. To Ca(h paid on account of the Revenue for the tV Share of the 
Savafpore Pergunnah, which was feparated by Jjim from the 
Whole chat was farmed by Nitty Cazanche, and farmed to me 
for the Term of Five Years, by a Pottah granted to me by the 
Honourable Company •, but Four Months after, he wrefted the 
laid Pergunnah from me, and gave it again to the faid Nitty, 
after having received the following Sums from me on that Ac¬ 
count. 

Paid to Mr. Barwell —■ •— 5»ooo — ■— 

Paid to Ramrutton, his Dewan or Banian 3.500 — —- 


31ft. To Cafh paid (0 Joinarain, Dewan or Banian to Mr. Shakerpe.nr, 
on the above Account —. — — 

March 31. To the Profit he took from me on 10,000 Maunds of Salt boiled 
in the faid Place, which 1 delivered to him on account of the 
Honourable Company, over and above the Qviantity contrafled 
for agreeable to my Contrail •, but he did not deliver the faid 
^antity of Salt to the Company, he detained or rook ir 
for himlelf, and charged me with a Profit at 90 per Cent, on 
the faid 10,000 Maunds of Salt, under Pretence of Failure j 
which Profit was paid him in the following Manner, viz*. 

He took a Bond, bearing Date the 25th Ja¬ 
nuary — — 8,oco- 

Paid his Banian Ramrutton — — i,oco ~ — 

Intereft paid on the above 9,000 Rupees for 

a Month and a Half — — 90- 


On being hard prelTed, and when labouring under OppreflTiun and 
Diftrel's, for the Payment of the Remainder of the unjiift Profits 
mentioned in the Account, (N* i.'l I did, as a hill Rrfource, 
apply to Ramrutton, Banian to Richard Barwell, Efquire, and 
earneftly requefted him to intcrpole in my Behalf, and put .i 
Stop to the Remainder of fuch unjuft Demand •, he Ramrut 
ton demanded 4,000 Rupees to be paid him beforehand, as .1 
Reward for fuch his Service; I paid him only 2,000 R', and 
promifed to pay the Remainder or the other 2,000 on his per¬ 
forming that Service; he received the Sum, and afterwards 
faid, he endeavoured too much, but could not prevail on his 
Mailer — — J- — 


8,500 — —- 


2 


,coo- 
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26tb. 


December 13 th. 


I'hjit in the Moiuh of December, on Mi;. Btrurell’e vrefting 
from me a Mahal or Diftrid, called Mohab^porr, vrhich 1 
had farmed from one Ramlochum, for, the Term Piv^ Years, 
and givinff it again to Ramlochum, contrary to the Honourable 
Company°s Potta, and without my XAowkdge, 1 did by a 
Petition apply to the Honourable Board in Caictuu i^ainll 
fuch unjun Proceedings of that Gentleman. The Honourable 
Board redrefled me by fending their Order to reftore the faid 
Mahal to me •, which Relboration was ftoppcid by Mr. BarweH, 
and the Order of the Honourable Board took «o plafe until 
1500 Rupees wfd paid ra him, and 500 Rupees to his Banian 
Ramrutton) which Sun^ were paid to them, or their People, by 
Guddadur Banker — — 2,000 — — | 

Joynarain Gofaul did curtail or dcdufl 1500 R* for 
a certain Amount of the Advance Money which 
was ordered to be paid me for the Provifion of 
Salt at Selimabad, on account of his Contrail 
with the Honourable Company, and retained it 
for himfelf and his People — — 1,500- 


3.500 


ArcotR* 


25,000 


(N 










A 'pS i S B I t. 


Sir, 


1*0 Mr.rRicihard Surtn<r, SeciKrtary to the Council of Revenue.' 


With thit you will receive Keworke’s Pecitioo and the Papers; all which I defired of yoii laii 
Night. 

f beg you will inform the Honourable the Governor General arid the other Members, that I 
coriceive the Appeal made by Kaworke has Two Obje£ts: tft. To fkreen himfelf from Jufttce. 
^adly.^o powers Jumfel^of a Farm to which hri has no Right^aod to defraud me. 

*“* Ifc'is fome'Tmw lince r furhilhed an Advocate^ at Law with an Account of my Engagements 
with Kaworke, in order that a Profecution might be commenced againd him. I think it is about 
Six Weeks or Two Months ago, that I delired i^e Opinion of Counfel on this Profecution. 

The Whole of Kaworke’s Relation is a grofs MilKprefentation of FaAs. The fimple Faft is^ 
that in January .the Salr.Mhals of Savagfcpore’arid Selhftabad became min£,''and were rc-lec 
by me to this Man in the Names of BulTunt Roy and Kiflendeb, on Condition that he Ihould ac¬ 
count with me for Profits to a certain Sum; anlwer the public Engagements to the Company } 
and the Surplus Advantages were to remain to himlclf. 1 can aflure the Gentlemen Of the Boardi 
that with refpeft to authorizing any clandeftine Sales, it is a Falfity. I did indeed underftand» 
chat inilead of Moneys many of the Salt Workers ofSaVagepoor were paid for their Labour in Salr^ 
as fo much Money} of cour^, that the Proceeds would come clear to the Company^ and make 
Savagepoor a very profitable Farm and in the Perfuafloh of its being fo^ t engaged for it. If I 
am midakcn in mjr Reafoning, and the Wilh to add to my Fortune has Warped my Judgment in 
a Tranfadlion that may appear to the Board in a Light difiTcrent to what I viewed it in^ it is palTcd ) 
I cannot recall it*, and 1 rather chufe to admit an Error, than deny a Faft. 

With regard to other Matters fet forth in the Account, I may aflure the Board with Confidence 
t have not touched a Rupee. 

Whenever the Board aflcmble, I will give them ahy further Satisfaflion they may defirc. 

Gandehs, 1 am, &c. 

the 23d March 1775. (Signed) Rich' Barwelh 


To the Honourable tbe Governor Gencralj 
Sir, . ’ 

We beg Leave to reprefent to you, that it h our Opinion, that the Charge brought againft Mr. 
Barwell by jCoja Kaworke, in his Petition delivered to Mr. Sumner on the azd fnftant, with the 
Accounts annexed^ arid Mr. Harwell's Anfwfcrj bUght to be frdrifrhtlted to the Honourable Court 
of Direftors by the Anfon, as there will be no otnbr Opportunity, for feveral Months, to advife 
them of thefe Particulars; we therefore requefl that you will be pleafixl to order a Paragraph or 
Poftfeript to be prepared, arid added to the General Letter from the Revenue Department^ 
ftating the Subftapce.of the above Charge, for the Information of the Court of Dirc^ors, with 
an A^rance that it Ihall be enquired into by us as fpon as poflible. 

We arc See. 

(Signed) t. Clavering, 

Fott William,' Geo. Monfon, 

the 24th March 1774.' Fh. Francis. 

Read alfo the following Letter from Mr. BarWell, a Copy of which wai allb forwarded a Number 
in the Packet. 


To the honourable the Governor General, &c. Members of CotmCil. 

Gentlbmeb, 

* As the Petition of Kaworke's, is propofed to be tranfniitted with ^our General Letter to the 
plonourable Court of DireAors by this Ship, to prevent any Impreflion prejudicial to the unfullied 
Reputation 1 have hitherto fupported, both in my public and private Tranfaftions in this Country, 
I beg the Favour of you, at the fame Time to intimate that I propofe to lay before you all the 
Advantages I have derived from my Salt Engagements, and that 1 have pledged ihyfelf to (hew to 
your SkriSfaftion, tha<?l was in naRefpe^tUbneerned in the contraband Commerce Kaworke has the 
Aflurance to impute to me j that to the Honourable Court of Direftors 1 will fubmit all my Rights 
in Salt Contradls Lengaged in; and that if in their Opinion thofe Rights veil; in tbe Company, I 
will Account to them for the laft Shilling I have received from fuch Contrafts; my Intentions being 
upright; arid as I never did wilh to profit myfelfto the Prejudice of my Employers^ by their Judgr 
ment I will be implicitly direded. The other Matters fet forth by Kaworke, I requeft the Favour 
of you to contradifl, upon my Word and my Aflurance, that if One Angle Farthing of the Sunrt 
faid to have been paid to me, arc proved to haVe gone into my Pocket, I will pay into theif 
Treafury Three Times the Amount ot every fuch Sum that may be proved. 

Calcutta, I am &c. 

24th March 1775. (Signito) Rich* BafWcll. 
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Mr. Bamell movrs the Board, That a Commit^ be appointed to take into Confideration what be 
has to offer upon the Subjeft of Kaworke’s Petition, and in order to enable him, in a connefted 
Manner, to pafs through the difffcent Apeounts and Papers chat may be nepeffary in explaining his 
Salt Concerns. 

Agreed, a Committee be formed accordingly, tp confift of the whole Board, not to iflkmble with 
fewer than Three. 


» 

A p P e If b I X, N»93. 


Fort William, the 4th April 1775. 

At a Committee j PRESENT, 

l^ieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwcll, and 7 o/.„. 

Philip Frmeu, 

^HE Board being met agreeably to their Refolution of the 31ft ultimo j 
Coja Kaworke is called in, and delivers in a Petition, 

Upon being aiked, If it relates to the Matter the Board are going to enquire into f 
He anfwers, That it docs. 

The former Petition delivered in the aad March being Ihcwn to him, he is alkcd. If it is his ? 
and anfwers, It is. 

Read the Petition and Enclofures entered on the Proceedings of the 31ft March. 

Read the new Petition and Enclofures, as follows: 


To the ijonourijble Warren Haftings, Efqulrc, and the Supreme Council at Fort%illiain 
in Bengal. 

The humble Petition of Gavorkc Simon, 

Sheweth, 

That having had a better Explanation of the Petition and Accounts lately laid before you for 
your Confideration, I humbly beg Pcrmillion to fubjoin thereto Three further Accounts 5 which 
I hope will more clearly fliew to you the particular and very great Lofll-s fuftained by undue 
Extortions, and by unjuft Treatment from the Company’s then chief Agent at Dacca, by being (with¬ 
out the leaft Colour of'Juftice) difpoffefled of the Farm of Savafhpoor, rented by Leafe granted 
from the Company’s Agents, and by Deed delivered and aftefted under the Company’s Seal, on 
which your Petitioner was given to hope the greateft Faith and Credit might be refted, by your 
Petitioner’s quiet and peaceable PaiTcffion of faid farm, during the Term of the Grant thereof: 
Your Petitioner thercrore, by his former Petition, as well as by this, moft humbly prays, that he 
may forthwith cfFeftually be put in full and quiet PolTelTion of faid Farm, and continue to the End 
of his Leafe without any Molellation, and be reimburfed all LolTcs and Damages he may or fhall 
have fuftained to the Time of his being put in Pofleflion thereof-, or otherwife your Petitioner 
humbly prays, the Cpmpany may make gopd to him (and his Partner, Cma Michael Sarkifs) all 
Lofifes and Damages fuftained, and Profits that might have been gained, ha^d be been fufiered 
continue in faid Farm to the End of hi^ Grant, as the Acepunta now produced particularly 
(hew. ‘ i ' 

And your Petitioner, ^s in Duty jpound, (hall ever pyay. 

(Signed by) Onyorke Simone. 


6 


Richard 
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Richard Barwell, Efquirc, D^ 

1773. To Calh pillion Account of the Revenue for 7 Anna Share of the Savalhpoor 
Pergunnah; which was under the Zemindaree of JalBer Ally, and one 
Netov Cazhnchee was the Addadar of faid Farm, and fince farmed to us 
for the "nJl’rfis'Sf'Fouf Tears i but Four Months after be wreftcd the faid 
Fer^unnih from us, and gave it again to the faid I^itty, after having 
received the following Sums from us on that Account, as fbllows: 

Paid to Mr. Barwell — —• — 7 5,000- 

Paid to R^mrutton, his Dewan or Baniat^ by your Order — 3,500 — i— 
To Calh paid to Joynarrain, Dewan or Banian to Mr. Shake* 
fpear, tor and on Account of his Mailer Mr. Shakefpear, 
on the above Account —. —. —. 2^000 ■— — 


On being hard pre^d, and when labouring under OppreHTion^ and Dillrefs 
for the Remainder of the unjuft Profits mentioned in Account N* 2, I ^id 
as at laft applied to Ramrutton, Banyan to Richard Barwell, Efquire, 4 nd 
carneftly requefted him to interpofe on our Behalf, and pHt a Stop to the; 
Remainder of fuch unjuft Demand; he the faid Ramrutton demanded 
4,000 Rupees to be paid him beforehand for fo doing. We accordingly 
paid him the faid Ramrutton only 2,000 Rupees, and promifed to pay thej 
Remainder (2,000 Rupees) on his performit^ that Service. He received, 
this Sum, and afterwards faid that he endeavoured too much, but could 
not prevail on his Maftcr, (Mr. Barwell) — — * 

I'hat in the Month of December, on Mr. BarwclPs wrefting from us a Mahal I 
or Diftria called Mahalutpoor, which was farmed by us from one Ram-! 
lochun, the orijginal Farmer of it, for the Term of Five Years, and giving 
it again to the laid Ramlochun, contrary to our Contraft, and without our 
Knowledge, we did by a Petition apply to the Honourable Board in Cal¬ 
cutta againft fuch umuft Proceeding of that Gentleman. The Ho¬ 
nourable Board addrelled us, by fending their Order to reftore the faid‘ 
Mahal to us; which Reftoration was ftopped by Mr. Barwell, and the] 
Order of the Honourable Board took no place until 1500 Rupees was paid 
to him, and 500 Rupees to his Banyan Ramrutton » which Sums paid to! 
them or their People, by Guddader Banker — 2*000 

Joynarrain Goftaul did curtail or deduft, by your Order, the 
Sum of ^tSoo Rupees from a certain Amount of the 
Advance Money which was paid us for the Provifion of 


10,500 — 1 


Salt at Sclcmabad 


r- 1,500- 


Arcot Rupees 1 16,000 — — 


3.500 — — 


■ (Signed by) 


Gayorke Simon, for himfclf, and for 
Coja Michael Sarkifs. 


Richard 



Richard Barwell, Efq', iit Account twith Coja Gavoke Simon and Michael Sarkils 



Richard 
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The Honourable Company to Cqa Gavorkc Siiuot, and Coja Michael Sirkifs, D% 

To Balance of an Account due to me from y»o in the Year 1773, and the particular Account of 
■ . — 17,000 — — 


which delivered in to the Honourable Committee 
To Balance of an Account due to me from you in the Year 1774; and the parti¬ 
cular Account of which aliib <khv«M4 in eothe ifen e wa bte C omtnitt e e —• 

‘I'o Amount of oueftanding Debt and Balances doe to me from fandry Moiuogces 
and Pykars, on the Farm of Savafhpoor, for which I being djfpofSr 0 ed, and un- 
juftly turned out by the Company’s Chief Agent at Dacca, -and am thereby pre¬ 
vented from recovering the fame —• — 

To Expences laid out in cutting down Trees, and clearing Twojung^s, adjoining 
to the Farm of Savafhpoor, a Pottah of which was granted us by the Zemindar, 
and which Jungles we had prepared and cleared tite Ground tor boiling Sak; 
but was dUpofl'ciircd thereof when turned out of the aforefaid Farm by the Com¬ 
pany’s chief Agent at Dacca — 

To our Annual Profits which we could have made of the 9 Aunas on the 
aforellud Farm of Savafhpoor, had we been permitted (as in Jufticc we oudit) 
to have continued peaceably in Pofleffion to the End of our Ixaie, granted by 
the Agents of the Honourable Company, and which would have er^ired the 
End of the Year 17775 to which Time, from the Time of being dilpefleired 
thereof, makes 1 hree Years, at 16,000 per Annum 


— 48.350 —-r 


— 57,750 * 


— 15,700 — • 


(Signed by) Gavorke Simon, for himfclf, 
and for Coja Michael Sarkifs. 


— 48,000 — — 
Afcot Rupees 1,86,800 —• 


N. B. There is an ootftiimlirg Claim on Mortgage due to us from Jaffar Ally, Zemindar of Seven 
Aunoes of Daccan vS-ivafiipoor, which by being unjultly turned out fnom the aforefaid Faim, 
we have no Hope of recoveiing, unkfs elfc^ually affifted by the Agents of the Company to re¬ 
cover the fame, id which Cafe wlien recovered we Ihall be fkiisfiedi otlKrwife we fhall confidcr 
the Company our Debtors for the feme, to the Amount of Rupees — 22,000 —- — 

We itlfo made an abfolutc Purchafe of 4 Annaes of the Zemindarry Lands of the 
aforefaid Farm, from Jaffier Ally, the Zemindar thereof, whofe Bill of Sate we 
have ready to produce. That it we are put in full and quiet Pofleflion of this 
fair Purchife (from which we have been wnjuftly turned out fay the Company’s 
thief Agent at Dacca) in that Cafe we (iiali be fatisfied •, otherwife we muft look 
upon and confidcr ciie Company our Debtors for tbeLoBcs and Damages tliereby 
fuftained, which amount to Rupees _ —. 30,000 — -• 


( No I. ) 

T he under-written is an Account of the extraordinary and unwarrantable Profits taken or received 
from me by Richard Harwell, F.fquire, under the Name of Biflent Roy and KilTen Deb, on the 
Two Salt DilhiCls, the one called Daccan Savaftipoor, farmed by me from the Honourable Com¬ 
pany (contrary to the true Intent and Meaning of the Pottah granted lo me by the Honourable 
Committee, under the Company’s Seal) and the otlier called the Stllimahacl, alfo farmed by me 
from Jagurrr.iin Goffaul; that is to fay, 65,000 Rupees was taken on D.iccan Savafhpoor, and 
60,500 on Scllimabad above-named •, both Sums amounting to 1,25,500 Rupees, which were ex¬ 
torted from m.: in the following Manners vi2. 


1774 - 
Match 29. 

April 12, 


To Cafh paid to jaggernaut Shroff (Banker) to Mr. HolIond, through 
the Hands of Gudader »— — — 

To Cafh deduced by prder of Mr. Harwell, by Mr. Hollond, from 
the Amount of an Advance Money, which was ordered to be paid 
me on account of the Honourable Company, for Salt Provifion in 
the Mahal, or DifirifiS Scllimabad Ami*. — — 

To a furtitcr DeduAioh made from the Amount of an Advance of 
Cafh, which was likewife ordered to be paid me for Salt Provifion 
in the Mehall Daccan Savafhpoor, on Account of the Honourable 
Company — — —• 

To Cafh paid Mr. Hollond’s Banker, Jaggernaut, through the Hands 
of Gudader — — «_ 

To Cafh, that in Part or on Account of the aforementioned unjufti- 
li.ible and illegal Profits, 4 different Bonds were extorted from me 
in Four different Mdmhs, In the Name of one Porraun Paul, for the 
Sum of 77,627 Rupees 5 and for levying the fame Four Peons were 
by his (Mr. Barwcll’s) Order placed on me. On being hard preffed, 
and much oppreffed by Mr. BarwcH’s Order, I paid in Part of the 


6,538 8 — 

11,258 8 — 

1,668 12 — 

*.333 8 4 - 


aforefaid 
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tfortfaid Four Bonds the following Sums to Gioitun Byfnclc, Dewan 
to Mr. Bsrwelt, through the Hands of Jiiddader, SI>roff or Banker, 
'viiz. 

'• ’ Awg. v6. — A. R* 16,000 — «“*■ 

- - a^). — 5.^56 «2 

Sept. 8. — — I5.000 — — 

20 . ^,000 — — 

19. — -- • 5.000- 


To Calh extorted by his Jemadar and Peons, -who were placed over me, 
as Diet and Ciiftom, &c. — ** 

Tt> paM to Mt. Flirting’s ‘Peons, from lad to iBth^ec^ for 

^ ^ — 

Arfot Rupees 
Errors excepted. 


48,656 12 — 
283 — - 
92 8 


69,831 8 — 


Qoefl:. Where is yoiir Pottah for Duccan Savazpoor, granted to you by the Committee of ®*j™Kw“rktV 
Circuit in the Year lyya f . 

Anf. The Committee wrote my Name in the Book, and told me Mr. Cruebet would give me a, 

PottaWhich he produces. 

Ordered it be tranilated, and that it be entered as follows: 


Tranflation of a Duftuck under the Seal of the Khalfah, and the Signature of Mr. Crueber, dirked 
to Radah Churn. ^ 


As the Farm of the Mahall of the Pergunnah Duccan Savagepoor and Churn Maulungah, has 
been made over to Kojah Reworks to you for Five Years, beginning in the Bengal Year 1179, 
and ending in 1183, you are hereby direfted to pay the moft fcrupulous Attention to the juft and 
proper Management tliercof, and-to flicw every Species of Encouragement to the Officers and Mo- 
lungccs of the Pergunnah ; that' by fo doing, the Salt Bufinefs may be rcnderr-l flourilhing, and a 
greater Quanticy provided than in any former Period. You will receive at the Beginning of every 
Year i ot the eftablidicd Price of the Salt, by way of Advance, befides the Expences attendant 
upon building Golahs, hiring Boats, &c. •, and immediately upon the Receipt of this Money, you are 
to eftablifh Golahs at Chuntuah, in which, as is written in the Kabooleeat you have given under 
your Seal and Signature, you will depofit the Salt, of the C^uantitics of which you arc to give a 
Monthly Account, alter which the remaining { of the Price is to be paid to you. If you arc un¬ 
able to deliver the Whole of the Quantity for which you have agreed with Government, a Fine 
of Fifty Rupees upon every lOoMaunds of fuch Deliciency, befides the orimnal Price, lhall be 
levied upon you. If you provide a greater Quantity than is fpccified in your Agreement, you lhall 
be entitled to receive 25 Rupees above the eftabliflied Price for every Hundred Maunds i but you 
are not to fell a.lingle Seer to any one elfe. If you are deteAed in felling Salt, it ffiall be conftf- 
cated to the Goveinment. After the Plxpiration of the Five Years, you are not to give in any Claim 
for Balances in the Country ; if you do, it will not be attended to. The Bccoparcies, Pykars, and 
Molungees and Officers of the Pergunnah, are to confider you as the Farmer of the Mcchall, to 
acBcod upon yoil, to take Advances from you, and to boil and provide Salt, &c. and they are to 
liften to every thing which you imagine will be for the Intercft of the Government. Be attentive 
to what is above written. Dated the 2d Ramzaun ul Mobaurick, in the 14th Year of the Reign, 
or the j6tb of Augun, in the Year 1179. 


Qpeft. Have you an Englilh Tranflation of the Pottah ? 

Anf. No. 

Queft. Can you explain to us the Conditions of the Pottah, and in whofe Name it is ? 
Anf. Yes. 

Quell. In whole Name is it ? 

Anf. In the Name of my Gomaftah, Radachurn, on the Part of Kaworke. 

Queft. Was you to pay an Annual Rent for the Farm of Duccan Savagepoor, exclufivc 
of the Salt which you was to furniffi the Company with ? 

Anf. 1 was to pay to the Zemindar 11,000 Arcot Rupees Revenue^ and I gave him a Frefent of 
500 Rupees annually. 

Queft. Was,the Company to derive no other Profit from the Farm, but that which arofe 
from the manufadlunng the Salt ? 

Anf. No other than what is exprelltKl in the Pottah. 

Queft. What is the Quantity of Salt you was to furnilh every Year, according to the 
Terms of your Pottah, for the Company ? 

Anf. 1 agreed with the Committee to furnilh the Quantity of Fifty thoufand Maunds of Salt, 
and executed a Cabooleat to that Purpofc j but afterwards Mr.' Grueber and Hurry Baboo infifted 
on my furnilhing Ten thoufand Maunds more, on their joint Account. 

5 Queft. 
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Queft. Who is Hurry Baboo ? 
f. Ramr.. 


Anf. Ram Hurry MuUick, the Company's Dewan at D^cpi. 

Queft. Did you remonftrate agatnft delivering the additional Ten thoufand Maunds of Salt ? 
Anf. I complained of it to Mr. Qrueber; but he did not pay any Attention to me. 

Queft. Did you fulfil your Agreements with the Company for the Year 1773 and 1774? 
Anf. les, I did. . . 

Queft. Did you pay, likewile, the extraordinary Quantity of Ten thoufand Maunds of 
Salt each Year •, viz. 1773 and 1774, to Mr. Grueber and Hurry Baboo ? 

Anf I furniftied it the Firft Year, as ftated in my Accounts j and I did not give it the Second Year. 

Queft. Did you not give it the Year 1774 ? 

Anf. No j only in the Firft Year. 

Queft. Did you pay any Thing in lieu of the Tei|[ thpafand Maunds of-Salt for the 
Year 1774, due to Mr. Grpeber and Hurry Baboo, or to any ether Ferfon ? 

Anf. I d>d not. 

Queft. Did Mr. Grueber or Hurry Baboo ever make any Demand upon you for that 
Quantity of Salt ? 

Anf. No. 


Queft. To whom did you account for the Quantity of Salt ? 

Anf. Nobody demanded the Quantity of me. 

Queft. Why did Mr. Barwcll, on his Arrival at Dacca in February 1774, charge you with 
a Profit of 1,25,500 ? 

Anfwer Given in in Pcrfian. 


Ordered, That it ^ tranftated againft To-morrow Morning. 
I'hc Committee adjourn till Ten To-morrow Morning. 
Cti“k.woii(f Ordered, That Coja Kaworke do attend. 

ta attend To- 
moirof. 


R. Ruby. 


Fort William, the 5th April 1775. 

At a Committee •, P R E S E N T, 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwcll, ^ 

and f Efquircs, 

Philip Francis, J 


The Board being met agreeable to Adjournment, 

Read and approved the Proceedings of Yeftfrday Evening. 
cojiKiiwork* Coja Kaworke is called in. 

TrannaiJon of Thc Aofwcf to thc Qucftion delivered in by Coja Kaworke laft Night, being tranflated, is entered 

hii Anfwer to ^ •• w ' a 

thct^eflion foUoWS : 

pf iiA Ni|bt, 

Mr. Barwcll, upon his Arrival at Dacca, paid me an Advance of zo,ooo Rupees, when, accord* 
ing to thc eftablifticd Rate of the Company (which is 12 Annas, or i of the eftabliibed Price of the 
Salt) 1 fliould have received R' 30,000. After this I went into the Country in order to fet about 
getting thc Salt made. In the Beginning of the Month of Phagun 1 was removed, and thereupon 
delivered over the Quantity of Sait prepared to Netianund. Soon afterwards I went up to Dacca, 
and reprefented to Mr. Barwcll, that 1 had taken my Farm for a Term of Five Years, and begged 
he would inform me what Offence I had committed that I was deprived of it. Mr. Barwcll replied, 
“ Nitianund gives me a Profit of 65,000 R', and he may fell whatever Quantity of Salt he can 
“ procure, after having delivered the ftipulated Quantity to the Company.” I then faid to him, 
“ It is very well, if filcn is your Pleafurc; but let me then be paid my outftanding Balances, with 
‘‘ thc Expenccs I have incurred in Advances, &c. and I will rtlinquilh all Concern with the Salt.” 
Mr. Barwell anfwered, ” If you do not agree to pay that Sum, nothing will be granted you.” 
Hereupon I faid, " If this is your Determination, I (hall fuffer in my Credit, from the large Sums 
” I have paid away in Advances.’* 1 Mr. Barwell replied, ” Will you agree then to pay me 
“ what Netrenund does} and a Letter (hall be given you, fignifying his Removal, which having 
“ carried into the Country, you may proceed in your Bufinefs as formerly ?” I then faid, “ If 
“ you order me, I will take thc Letter and begin my Bufinefs again, and Jay before, you an Ac- 
“ count of the Quantity I may make, above what is provided for the Company.” 

Mr. Barwell then told me to take the Letter, and go quickly into the Country, as the Seafon 
for boiling thc Salt was approached. Three or Four Days after 1 had obt.iined this Letter for thc 
Remov.'il of Nettanund, Mr. Barwell (ent for me, and (hewing me Two Papers, defired I would 
fign them, but 1 refufed Compliance; upon which he was very angry, and faid that 1 muft fign 
tiicm, and then difiuilTed me. In a Minute or Two afterwards, Ram Rutteen came out, and told 
tue, that he was going to Hurry Baboo’s Houfe, where he had fent for Rhauj Mokeel, and Gowry 
6 Bofe, 
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Bdr, and ftgnified to me, that ft was Mr. Barwell's Pleafure that I Ihmild ftgn the above Paprrs 
that if I did not, he (Mr. B.) would turn me intoDi^ace; but as notwithftanding I did not com¬ 
ply, Ram Rutteen and Hurry Baboo got Khaujee Mokcel to give a Pottah in Favour of Bafleti- 
iram and Kislhen Debe, and in Return, Khaujee Mokeel’s Vakeel gave them i Cabooleat to this 
EflTeA, that he would deliver the ftipulated Quantity of Salt to Government, and pa^ them a Profit 
of 65,000 Rupees} and over and above this Cabooleat, they took a further Security from Khau¬ 
jee Mokcel and me to the fame Purpofe. 

, The Scllimabad Mehall was originally held by Bullram Bunerjea; Joynerrayn GofTaul let it to 
Soobcram Paul, upon an Encreafe of One Lack of Rupees above the Terms on which it was held 
by Bannerjeea. Afterwards Mr. Barwcll gave it to Ramfondar Pauler, and in 10 or 15 Days after 
that again to Bullram Bannetjeea, whom he therefore defired to pay his Proportion of the Profit of 
a Lack of Rupees, that had been lettled according to his Share, and alfo that of Sooneram, amount¬ 
ing to 60,500. As Sooneram Paul was my Gomaftah, this Sum became a Balance againft me •, 
which, with the Sum due by Bannerjeea, makes in all 1,25,500 Rupees. On Account of the Ba¬ 
lance thus due by me, Mr. Barwell with-held the Sum of 20,799 Rupees from the Advances of the 
i allowed upon the ellabliflied Price of the Salt, and befides exaAed Four Bonds from Khaujee Moo- 
kec and me. I leave you. Gentlemen, now to decide, if I am indebted to Mr. Barwell. If that 
Gentleman was defirous to take fuch Profits from this Country, why did he infringe the Conditions 
of the Company’s Pottah, in paying me my Advances i or what Ofifcncc did he take at me to dif- 
poiTcl^ me fo foon f 

Queft. Where is the Agreement you fay you made with the Committee to furnilh Fifty huembiIm- 
thoufan^ Maunds of Salts ? 

Anfw. This is the Cabooleeat Radachurn gave to the Committee on my Part (delivering it in) 

Ordered, That it be tranflated and here entered. 

TRANSLATION. 

Copy of a Contrail entered into with the Company through Mr. Grueber; by Radachurn, on 
the Part of Coja Rawer. 

I Radachurn, on the Part of Coja Rawer, having farmed the Salt Mahls of Pergunnahs Dukkinfa- 
bajepoor, from 1179 to ii8^?, or fdr the Term of Five Years j 1 have cohtnafted with you for 
50,000 Maunds of 82 Sicca Weight of the Salt of this Pergunnah, for which I lhall receive at the 
Price of i^rcot Rupees 80 per lOo Maunds \ having received the Yearly Advances, I will make the 
Salt, and will Yearly Account for the laid Quantity to your Gomallah, according to Rift- 
bundee. 

The Expences whereof the Zemindarry Rents, Dulot * &c. and outftanding Balances, are mine •, 
you have no Concern with them j if I delay the Works, and lhall not be able to deliver 50,000 
Maunds, I will pay a Fine for the Deficiency of 50 R* per 100 Maunds j but whatever Encreafe I 
lhall make, I will deliver it to the Sircar, for which I lhall receive the additional Price to the 
Company of 25 R* per 100 Maunds: For this Purpolc I have taken tne Salt Mhal for the Term of 
Five Years, and will adhere to it according to Orders. 

Dated 21(1 Carlic 1179. 

Nearly anfwering to the 2d Nov. 1772. 

K IS T B U N D Y for the (^antity of 50,000 Maunds, of 82 S‘ W^. A Proportion of 3 Annaes 
in the Month of Byeaac (April.) 


Ditto 


5 Aniiaies 

— 

Jeyet 


May 

Ditto 


5 Annaies 

— 

Leflar 

— 

June 

Ditto 


2 Annaies 

— 

Saween 

*— 

July 

Ditto 

— 

1 Anna 

•— 

Baudecn 

— 

Auguft 


According to this Killbundee, I will deliver the Salt without Excufe; and Ihould any Balances 
remain at the Expiration of the Term of iny Contraft, I will not demand them. 

A true Tranflaiion. 

(Signed) P. Moofe. 

Queft, You fay that Radachurn was your Gomaftah j when did he come into your Em¬ 
ployment, and how long did he continue in it ? 

Anfw. There is no fuch Perfon as Radachurn *, it is a fidlitious Name. 

Queft. Was you, or Coja Michael your Partner, the Security for this fiflitious Contraftor ? 

Anfw. The Pottah is in effect in my Name, becaufe the Farm was taken by Radachurn on my 
Account. 

Queft. You faid juft now, that a Copy of the Pottah which you have produced, was that 
which Radachurn gave to the Committee on your Partj how could a Man who never 
(xUted, give a Cabooleeat to the Committee i 

* Signifies a Duty: The Expreffit^n is local. 

• H * 


. 5x1. Com. Rxp. IX. 


Anfw. 
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Anfw. I told a Feifon to go to the Committee, ami fay that hii Name was Radachurn, aod get a 
Pottah i I had never Teen the Man myfelf before, nor have 1 feen him flnce, nor is he a Servant of 
mine. 

Qiied. Is there any Chop or Signature to the Cabooleeat. 

Anfw. It was (Igned by me, and by Coja Michael, my Security. 

Quell. Why was not the Pottah made out dircftly in your own Name, inftcad of the fidli- 
tious Name of Radachurn.^ 

Anfw. The Committee defired me to have it made out in that Form, by way of further Security. 
They thought Two Men better than One. 

Qiied. Did you continue to hold the Farm from November 1772 to September 1774, 
when Mr. Barwell difpoflclTcd you ? 

Anfw. I did, and furnilhed Two Years Salt. 

Quell. What Keafon was alTigncd for taking the Farm from you ? 

Anfw. Let thofe who took it from me anfwer to that*, what do I know ? 

Quell. Had you complied with the Conditions of your Pottah ? 

Anfw. I had, and wliat furtlier Orders were given me by the Chief. 

Quell. What do you mean by further Orders given you by the Chief? 

Anfw. I obeyed what Orders were given me. 

Qiieft. What Orders were given you by Mr. Barwell ? 

Anfw. He dcfired me to furniln the Company with 50,000 Maunds of Salt, to fell whatever 
1 Luuld get made over and .above that Quantity, and pay him a Profit of 65,000 Rupees. 

C£ueft. What Qiiantity did you make more than the 50,000 Maunds ? 

Anfw. 28,000 Maunds; at the Time of the Sale it produced only 27,000 Maunds. 

Qiielt. V/as you ever fpoke to by Mr. Barwell upon any Bufinefs but in the Prefence of a 
Third Perlbn ? 

Anfw. No, Ramrutton was prefent always; fometimes feveral Perfons. 

Qiicll. Who were thole feveral Perfons, do you recolledl ? 

Anfw. Coja Michael, my Partner. Coja Michael reported to me by Letter, the Converfation 
which he had on the Subject of my Farm with Mr. Barwell and Mr. Hollond. 

Explaining himlclf, he fays, That no on* was prefent but Ramrutton. 

Qiiell, Who is Ramrutton ? 

Anfw. Mr. Barwell’s Dewan. 

Quell. Had Ramrutton any private Truft under Mr. Barwell or not? Did he keep his 
Calh Account, or tranfadl any private Bufinefs of his ? 

Anfw. I don’t know in what Service he was, I only know he was a Servant of Mr. Barwell. 
Quell. You faid Ycllerday, That over and above your Agreement to furnilh 50,000 
Maunds of Salt to the Company, Mr. Grueber and Hurry Mullick infilled on your furnilh- 
ing Ten thoufand Maunds more on their joint Account; Do you underftand that the 
Profit of that Ten thoufand Maunds was to be theirs or the Company’s ? 

Anfw. It was for the Profit of the Gentlemen at Dacca, a Lift of wbofe Names I have got in 
my PoflclTion 5 namely, Mr. Law, Mr. Hogarth, Mr. Hollond, Mr. Halliburton, Mr. Day, Mr. 
Ciawford, D' RulTel, Doftor Mills, Mr* k^gh, Mr. Grueber, all through Bowanny Churn. Mr. 
Grueber did not give me any Orders about dillributing this Money, but it was done by his Go- 
iinllali, and a feparate Older was given me for each Sum that I delivered. 

Q^iell. If this Money was paid to Bowannah Churn, or the Salt delivered to him, how do 
you know it was for the Advantage of the Gentlemen, or for their Ufe ? 

Anfw. The Gom.iIlahs of the feveral Gentlemen whofe Names are mentioned in the Lift, took 
fomc of them their refpcaive Shares in Money, others in Salt. 

Qiuft.. What was the Value of the Ten thoufand Maunds of Salt ? 

Anfw. About 20,000 Rupees, 

Quell. What do you think was the Profit arifing upon the Sale ofit ? 

Anfw. About 12,000 Rupees. 

Qiicll. Did this Ten thoufand Maunds of Salt pay the Duty to the Company ? 

Anfw. I don’t know. 

Qiietl. How came you to h^vc an Account Current with Mr. Barwell ? 

Anfw. What Account Current? 

Quell. That which you have delivered in. 

Anfw. This is an Account which ^ews the Sums that Mr. Barwell took from me, contrary to 
the Conditions of the Pottah. 

Ciuell. From whom did you receive the Advances made to you for the Farm of Duccin 
Savagepoor, in the Years 1773 ^ 774 ? 

Anfw. From Mr. Barwell. 

Qiicft. How much did they amount to ? 


Mt. nir«i:iri ^ 

f’lirfgoinj 
lion 10 Coja 



MicbacI, ind 
Kjwotks, 


Mr. Barwell—Before this Queftion is put, I mull beg Leave to remark to the Board, That the 
Accounts laid before them are partially dated, touching the Engagements with me, and the Pay¬ 
ments of Money made to me; for this Rcafon I beg Leave to introduce here the Statement of the 
Account between Michael and Kaworke, and myfelf, dating a Balance of Rupees 27,073.12 
Annas in my Favour. 1 defire the different Articles may be put into Perfian, and that the Account 
may be atcclled by him if it is a juft one. 


3 


Michael 



Michael and Kework, in Account with Richard well 
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OrJered, 
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To be tnnllited 
end delivered 10 
KewoiJw, 
QtjcAioa !<• 
peeled. 


Ordered) That the Particuhuriof it be put into Ferfian, and then delivered to Kaworke. 

'the C^eftion beings repeat!^. How much did the ^vancea amount to P 

Anf. .:;o,ooo Rupcq he ttkde a fteceipWor) and only paid me ao^ooo through Hurry Baboo. 

Quefl. Who was preient when you received ^e ao^ooo R* ? 

Anf. My Bankers, Cudader and Luckeen, received the Money from the Company’s Cazanchy 

Nittaniuid. .. , 

V^eft. Did you give a Receipt fm* 30,000 Rupees ? 

Anf. .1 gave one for R* 20,000 and another for 10,000. 

^lefl;. To whom did you give thoie Receipts P 
Anf. , To Hiirry Baboo. , . ’ 1 

Queft. The MOiiies he ftts Rwch u paid td Mr. were they bn account of his 

Engagement for Savazpboronly,drnotP > 

Anf. On account of Selliniabad as dt Savazpbor. 

Quefl. Why did you give Two Receipts, one for 20,000 Rupees ihe other for 10,000 P 
Anf. Mr. Barwell iirft faid tie would give me Eight Annaes in Advance, but in the End gave 
me Four Annaes more. , . ^ 

Queft. Who paid you the Four Annaes Advance ? 

Anf. The Chazantchy, through Hurry Mullick. 

Queft. How then do you make out that you receivAl only 20,000 R* and gave a Receipt 
for 30,000 R* P 

Anf. My Gomaftah received 30,000 Rupees from the Chazantchy, but did not bring it to my 
Houfc, but gave it to Mr. Hollond’s Shroff, Jaggemalit, bf Mr. Barwcll’s Ordersi 
Queft. To whofe Account was it paid into Ja^rnaut’s Houfe P 
Anf. It was in Part of the 65,000 Rupm, the Profit fettled by Mr. Harwell. 

Queft. Have you a Receipt for tnat 10,000 Rupees P 
Anf. It is at Dacca—I have^(Hc correfb himfclf)—I have no Receipt for it—It was carried to 
my Account. 

Queft. In what Account was it carried to your Credit P 
Anf. In the Account current between toy Banker and Mr: Holloild’s Banker^ 


Boirl tijnurn. 
Orderi ta the 
Acbomptaiit. 


The Board adjourn till Seven o’Clock in the Evening. 

Ordered that the Accomptant do make out an Account of the Receipts from thefe Two 
Farms, from the Time of letting them in 1772. 


m"k,‘inr Mr. Barwcll having in his Letter of the 23d paft to Mr. Sumner, declared, That in the Courfe 
^fsiomaMb of the Year 1774, the Farms of Suvagepoor ana Sellimabad became his, and having produced an 
a*rw*u. Account current between himfelf on the one Part, and Michael and Rework on the other, in which he 
makes them Debtors in the Sum of R« 125,000, and Creditors in the Sum of 98,426, 4. and ftates 
> the Balance due to him, viz. 27,073. 12. on Account of their Engagements for providing the Salt 
in the above Farms, 

Refolved, That Mr. Harwell be reouefted to inform the Board, by what Means or by what 
Grant, Leafe, or other Inftrumenton the Part of the Company, he became the Proprietor of the 
above Farms? 

Mr. Barwell agrees to reply to it. 

J. Clavering, 

A. Montgomerie, Kich^ Barwcll, 

Ex'. P. Francis. 


Fort William, 5th April 1775. 


Revenue Df. 
pAitmcnt.Welt^ 
nerdejr Evening. 


At a Committee-, PRESENT, 

Lieutenant General Jdhrt CUvertog,; 
The Honourable Grorge Monfon, and 
Richard Barwell, Efqutre. 


Read and approved the Procctr^ngs of this Morping. | 

NepigroThe* Mr. Barwcll—Michacl and Kawork entered into an Agreement with me, in February 1774, 
Que#.on pi«. for thc Salt Farms of Selimabad and Duccan Savagepoor. The Terms are, to anfwcr the Com- 
thisMOT^og. pany’s Engagements •, topay « Lack and Twenty-five thoofand Rupees for having the Provifion 
•of Salt j any Excefs of Advantage to be theirs, for the Trouble. 'The Engagement is written in 
the Name of BulTantray and Kiffen Debe Sing: The Reafon'bf its being in thefe Peoples Names 
was, becaufe it was not thought confiftent with the public Regulations, that the Names of any 
European ihould appear. 

In addition to this, Mr. Barwell remarks. That the firft Contrador, Radachurn Dey, he does 
fuppofe was fubftiiutcd for thc real ones, for Radachurn Ocy, whofe Name is written in thc Con- 

, traft. 
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is exifting[ at Dacca, and if fent for will give his Teftitnony of the Affair. The Reaibd 
why the Armenian Kaworke reprefents him in the JLight he does upon the Examination, is confiftent 
with the Porfuit he is now upon, to take Advantage of any Irregularities to bring himfclf in as the 
Principal, when I believe it will evidently appear throughout, that he never had the Management of 
tiw Salt Mehals, but on Condition of accounting to the former Chief and myldf for a fpecified 
Advantage arifing from them. 1 will not take up at prefent more of the Board’s Time, as, whetl 
I come to afle dilrerent Queftions of Kaworke, this will be evident and plain. Permit me however 
to add a few Words in Explanation of a Circumftance, on which the Board feek Intormation. 

Radachurn Dey is the Farmer of the Salt Mehals, on account of the Faftory -at Dacca 1 as this 
Man is living to atteft it, I defire the Board will call upon him; for myfelf I had many Objections 
to the entering upon this Buflnefs, and though I arrived in the Month of September 1773 at Dacca, 

1 determined, without I could reconcile the Interefis of the Public with my own private Emolu* 
xnenc, that 1 would not engage in this Concern. This caufed the Lapfe of Time between September 
1773 and February 1774, before I took an Intcreft in it, and then the Board will fee it was for a 
Ipeciiied Benefit in Money, and every Condition in the public Engagement to be anfwered. 

General Clavering begs Leave to trouble Mr. Barwcll to explain the Meaning of the laft Words 
in his Minute, that it was for " a fpecified Benefit in Money, and every Condition in the public mVwIu 

Engagements to be anfwered.” Whether it is to be underlie^ that he renounced the Advantage 
which it appears his PredecelTor enjoyed, of the Allowance of 10,000 Maunds of Salt, over and 
above the Quantity which Cma Kaworke fays he agreed to furnifh for the Company. 

Mr. Barwell—My Reafon for infifting on a Ipecified Benefit from the Advantages to be made Mr. Barweirs 
iif the Provifion of the Salt, was declared exprelsty at the Time I afked thofe Engagements, that I 
could not not would not receive any clandeftine Profit in Salt: I warned Michael and Kaworke 
of this, and t«d them to take Heed of what they did 5 that Ihould they make any Attempt to enlarge 
their Advantages by running Salt, it was at the Rifk of Confifeation if difeovered, and muft be 
detrimental to all. 

General Clavering requefts Mr. Barwell to explain in what Manner the Transfer of Radachurn Ji'jixi 'urt' 
Dey’s Right is made to him. MrlsiniKU.** 

Mr. Barwell—Radachurn Dey ftands for the FaCtory at Dacca, he will fatisfy the Board that Mr. Bar»cU’i 
it really is fo, and that his Right as the Farmer, was the FaAory's Right. Mr. Rous, the prefent 
Chief, who has no Concern at all in thofe Matters, if written to will obtain this Atteftation from 
Radachurn Dey •, but the Notoriety of the Fa£t fcarce renders it necefiary: The prefent Managers 
account with me s but as I deem it a legal Emolument of Station, I only look upon myfelf as a 
Truftee for the Dacca Chief, if he engages in it, if not, I think myfelf better entitled to it than any 
Armenian or Bengala who would otherwife benefit in my room. 

The Tranilation of the Account delivered in by Mr. Barwell having been explained to Kaworke, fteq*e<terc«j« 
he defircs to be allowed till To-morrow to reply to it. 

Mr. Barwell—The Account that I have delivered in, Rates the Receipt of more Money than »«»weir» 
he chaigcs againft me} 1 therefore beg the Queftion may be repeated to him, to atteft the Ac* 
count. If he refufes, I have no Objection to his being allowed what Time the Board judge pro* 
per to examine it. 

Queftion alked. Whether the 77,627 Rupws, Rated in Mr. Barwell’s Account to your ®“]!j***”*® 
Credit, you have not got Receipts for ? 

Anf. I have not Receipts from Mr. Barwell. 

Queft. Have you any Receipts for that Sum from my Banians Chiton Byfaac, Ramuratten, 
or any other ? 

Anf. No. 


Ordered, That a Copy of Mr. Harwell’s Account be given to him, and that he deliver in an 
Anfwer to the Secretary as foon as he can. cou*t‘rtA^' 

to him for hit 

Queft. Has Coja Michael any Receipts I **^**'* 

Anfw. No. 

Queft. Is Sonaram Paul a fiftitious or real P«fon f 

Anfw. A real Perfon. 

Queft. Have you a written Agreement from Mr. Barwell for the Salt Farms of Duccan 
Savagepoor and Selimabad. 

Anfw. I have a Duftuck. 

Queft. Where is the Duftuck? bring if. 

Anfw. Produces a Perwannah to the Izardar of the Salt Mahl of Selimabad) direAing him to 
deliver to Mr. Wood, Salt Agent for the Sircar, Monthly, the Quantity of Salt made agreeable to 
bis Kiftbundee, informing them that Mr. Wood has Orders to receive the fame. 

N* 456 Reg* W. C. Dacca, nth June 1774. 

A Perwannah to the Izardar of the Salt Mahl of Duccan SavaMpoor, diredling him to deliver 
to Mr. Elias Abraham, Salt Agent for the Sircar, Monthly, the ^antity of Salt made agreeable 
to his Kiftbundee, informing them that Mr. Elias Abraham has Orders to receive the fame. 

Sii..Com.Rxp. 1 X. N! 
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N* 455 Reg'* W. C. Dacca, i ith June 1774. . • 

A Perwannah to Rada Churn, Gomaftah of Caja Kawall, Izardar of the Salt Contraft in 
t)uccan SaVagepoor, to render an Account of the Salt produced this Year, in 7 Days. 

N* 22 Reg* 28th September 1773. J. S. 

Ordered, That a Perwannah be tranflated and entered here. 

tnnnjimn oft A Pcrwannah, fiarkhauft to Rada Churn on the Parc of Caja Kawall, informing him that Kilhen 

»*erw»nn«h. Cliund Bahmin has taken the Cutkina of the Salt Mahl of Doccan Savagepoor, Cheer Muntah, 

for the Space of 3 Years, from the Beginning of the Year ii8i to 1183, from Buffuntray and ICif- 

fendeb, Sudder Jzardars of the faid Mahl, direfting them to produce the Pikars, Tofals, Molun- 

gees, &c. before the Kutkinadar, and take I Receipt for him. 


Dacca, 27th Oftober 1773. 

N* 553 W. C. In Perfians, 1774 j admitted to be the Millake in Englilh, ought to be 1174.’ 

Qiieft. For what Length of Time did you take the Farms of Duccan Savagepoor and SelU^ 
mabad, from Buffingtray and Kiflendeb. 

Anfw. I gave a Pottah to thefe People, and became their Securities for the Term of Four Years j 
afterwards they took a Cabooleat from Gawrg Bofc, Coja Michael’s Vakeel. 

Qiieft. Had you and your Partner, Coja Michael, all the Advantages arifing from the 
Provifion of Salt in Duccin Savagepoor, before Mr. Barwcll was Chief, or not ? 

Anfw. All the Advantages were mine, and all the Loffea were mine. 

Quell. Did you give nothing more to the Gentlemen of the Faftory of Dacca, before Mr, 
Barwell was Chief, than the Ten thoufand Maunds of Salt for Savagepoor Mhal. 

Anfw. No. 

Quell. Did you receive from the Company the Premium of 25 R' [)cr 100 Maunds for the 
Ten thoufand Maunds you delivered to the Gentlemen of the Dacca Fadlory ? 

Anfw. No. What I delivered to.the Company, 1 received the Premium for. 

Quell. It appears by the Account, N* 5, that .you delivered 27,000 Maunds, the Profits 
of which you fay you accounted for to Mr. Barwcll ? Did you receive the Premium 
upon this Salt ? 

Anfw. No. Neither Premium nor Advances, 

Q^icll. How came you not to be paid the Premium, as it was an overplus Quantity ? 

Anfw. I fold it to pay off the Sum of 65,000 R* demanded by Mr. Harwell. 

The Qucllion being repeated } 

Anfw. I gave in Accounts of the overplus Quantity along with the others to Mr. Hollond, 
Hurry Baboo, and Mr. Barwcll j but nobody would examine into them. After many Words with Mr, 
Barwell, he ordered me to fell the overplus Quantity, and pafs the Premium on it to his Account, 
to fulfil the Cabooleeat given BulTcntray and Kiflendcr. 

Quell. You fay ypu gave only 10,000 Maunds of Salt to Mr. Grueber and Hurry Baboo, 
the Profit of which was about 12,000 R*, and you gave to Mr. Barwcll 65,000 Rupees 
for tlie Savagepoor Mahl •, what was your Inducement for giving him this enhanced 
Profit ? 

Anfw. Why Ihould Mr. Barwell alk of me fuch a Profit? 

B*c« wrote («. Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Provincial Council of Dacca. 


To Mr, C. W. B. Rous, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca, 
Gentlemen, 

We defiie you will immediately tranfmit to us an attefted Copy of the Cabooleat entered'into 
by Radacimrn Dcy, and delivered » Mr. Grueber, dated the 21II Cartic 1179, for tiic Salt Mhal of 
Duccin Savagepoor, 

We deli re alfd that you will extmine Radachurn Dey, whether he was the real Farmer of this 
Mhal •, whether he held it on the Account of any other Perfon or Perfons, and whom; who had 
the Management of this Mhal the Firft Year it was held in his Name, and alfo the following Years, 
and on what Condition fuch Perfons had the Charge of this Bufinefs. 

After you have exam.ined ewf Paper upon the Subjefk, which you can find upon the Records 
of Dacca, we defire you will acquaint us with the real State of tlic Engagcmant which Caja KaworHe 
fays he entered into with the Committee of Circuit, fpr the farming of the Salt MbaiofDuccin 
Savagepoor, and likewife how his Engawraents Hand with refpeft to the Salt Farm of Selimabad: 
This you will accompany with the. fulleft Documents you can procure on the Subjedl of both 
Farms. 

Coja Kaworkc has delivered to us a Lift of the Names of feveral Gentlemen at Dacca, who he 
fays were benrfitted by him in a Divifion he made of Ten thoufand Maunds of Salt) a Copy Of 
which we tranfmit you enclofed. 

.As 
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As we ftould be forry that fuch a Lift fliould be forwarded to the Court of Direftors without 
its being acconopanicd with the Anfwers of thole Gentlemen, we mull: defne they will lol'e no Time 
in making their Replies, that it may be lent by the firft Conveyance. 

As It appears by the Accounts delivered by Can Kaworke, that he has difpofed of 27,000 Maunds 
of Surplus Salt; in order to afeertaia the Quantity of Salt made in the Ifljnd of Duccen Savage- 
poor, and in the Pergiinnah of Selimabad, riianaged by Michael and Kaworke, in the Courfc of 
the Years 17'’^ and 1774, wc diredt, that you caufc an Examination of the Moftuflll immedi¬ 
ately to be made, and likcwifc alcertain by what Orders or Authority any clandeftinc Conveyances 
of Salt may have been made I'rom v.itlier Place. 

We forwaid to you cnclofcd, Copies of fundry Accounts delivered in by Coja Kaworke, and of 
one prefeoied to us by Mr. Barwell, which you will pleafe to compare with the Papers which 
Coja Michael the Partner, &c. may deliver to you, in the Hands of Coja Kaworke, and call upon 
the People concerned in the Receipts of the Money for their Evidence touching the Payments. 

J. Clavering, 

Richard Barwell. 

Pott William, the 8th of April 1775. 

At a Committee; PRESENT, s.uHiy eko- 

’ ’ inj, R,ct.Oc;>. 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable George Monfon, 

Richard Barwfll, andL.^^, 

Philip ftweis; 

Read and approved the Proceedings of Ycfterday Evening. 

Read Coja Kaworke’s Anfwer, for himfelf and for Coja Michael, to Mr. Barwill’s Charge of 
**25,500 Rupees, on Pretence of Engagements for providing Salt in the Farms of Sallanubad and B»"rvrc'iri*“ 
Daccan Savalhpoor. 

That Coja Gavorkc, in the Name of his Agent Radachurn, in November One tlioufand Seven 
bundled and Seventy-two, farmed of the Company’s Agent for 5 Years certain, the Salt Pergunnahs 
called Daccan Savalhpoor, on the Condition mentioned in the Company’s Grant of faid Farm, 
under tlicir Seal: 

That on the Faith of that Grant, and that he foould peaceably enjoy the Benefits of faid Farm 
for Five Years, Coja Gavorkc and his Partner Coja Michael, laid out on faid Farm, for improving 
tliercof, Eigl'.iy thoufand Rupees, to the Month of February One thoufand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-iour, and to which Time had exa^Uy performed the Conditions of bis Grant to the Com¬ 
pany, and about whicli Time Mr. Barwell, then the Company's Chief at Dacca, without any Notice 
whatever givi 1 c^f his Intention, gave a written Authority to one Ncloy Coflbiichy, who by virtue 
of that fenc his People, who immediately took Poflelfion of faid farm, and every Thing thereon, 
and turned Coja Gavorke’s People from faid Farm : 

That Coja Gavorkc immediately waited on Mr. Barwell, to know the Reafons why he was 
ttirncti out from laid Farm in the extraordinary Manner above mentioned ? Mr. Burwcll gave 
for Anfwer, 'I'hat Netoy ColTonchec had confented to allow Mr. Barwell for hnnfclf, annually 
.S.xty five thoufand Rupees, inilead of (as Mr. Barwell faid) annual Piofits arifuig from the 
Surplus Salt to be made on faid Farn^ which Surplus Salt Mr. Barwell told Coja Gavorkc, 
that faid Netoy was under no Ni cellity of delivering on the Company’s Account, might be applied 
to his own jinvate Benefit ; and that if C<ya Gavorkc would confciu to the faid Terms, Mr, 
llaiwell told him lie would give him, the faid Coja Gavorkc, Rc-poirdTion of faid Farm; 

That to the above Propofals, Coja Gavorkc told Mr. Barwell he had expended Eighty thoufand 
Rupees to improve the Farm, and, had advanced Sixty thoufand Rupees more to the Molungecs, 
and to make Salt; that if Mr. Barwell would get him reimburfed the Two Sums, he would ejuit 
all Pretenfions of faid Farm, or otherwife he Gavorkc would render Mr. Harwell, from Time to 
Time, faithful Accounts of ail Surplus Salt made on laid Farm, and that Mr. Harwell might difpofe 
of fuch Salt as he plcafcd : Mr. Barwell then agreed to accept the latter Part of ihefc Propofals, and 
in Confirmation of it, then gave Gavorke a written Order under the Company’s Seal, figned with 
the Initial Letters of faid Mr. Barwcll’s Name, to repoflfcis faid Farm; which original Order 
Coja Gavorke has to produce: 

That the faid Gavorke did not with his free Will make the aforefaid Propofals, but only as he 
conceived them the beft Terms he could offer, as he was well apprised that arbitrary and compul- 
five Means would be enforced by Mr. Barwell, moft fuitable to his Intereft; and the faid Gavorke 
knew of no other Remedy; 

ThatTwoDays after receiving the aforefaid Order from Mr. Barwell, he fent for Coja Gavorke, when 
Mr. Barwell flew off from his atorefaid Terms, and told faid Coja Gavorkc, that the only Terms on 
which he foould re-polTcfs bis faid Farm muft be, in lieu of Surplus Salt, to pay him annually Sixty- 
five thoufand Rupees j and at fame Moment of Time Ram Rutton prefented Coja Gavorkc with Two 
Bengal Papers, ready wrote in Bengal Charaflers, and whicIi Ram Rutton faid had been prepared 
by the exprefs Order and Dirciftion of Mr. Barwell, and which Papers Ram Ruiton I'.iid it was Mr. 

2 BarwclTs 
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BarwelPs pofitive Orders muft be executed by Gorry Bofi (the Vakeel of Coja Michael) and by 
Coja Michael and Coja Gavorlce as Securitia tor the Performance of the Contents. Coja Gavorlce 
told Mr. Barwell he would not (Ign the Papers; when Mr. Barwell became very angry, and told 
Gavorke to go out of his Prefenoe; going, Ram Button followed, and told Gavorkc, that if he 
did not confent (with Coja Michael) to fign the Papers, Mr. Barwell never would fufFer Coja Ga* 
vorkc to repoflefs his Farm: 

That faid Coja Gavorke went with Ram Rutton to Hurry Mullick’s Houfe, where was Coja 
Michael and Gorry Bofe; that Coja Gavorke having confulted with his Partner Coja Michael, on the 
arbitrary Terms Mr. Barwell infifted on, and confidering that from the great Dilburfemencs they 
were in advance on faid Farm, and forefeeing nothing but inevitable Ruin to themfelves and Fa¬ 
milies, if they did not repoflefs fsHd Farm, hoping for future Juftke againft the violent and 
unjuft Proceeding of faid Mr. Harwell^ thefiiid Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael, with their Vakeel; 
Gory Bofs, did execute the faid BengSl Papers; by which they underftood they had agreed to allow 
BilTcnt Ray and Kiflen Deb (Nominal Perfons put therein by Mr. Barwell's Order, but for his own 
Account) to pay Sixty-Eve thoufand Rupees annually in lieu of Surplus Salt to be made annually 
on faid Farm : 

That ihc very fame Methods was purfued by Mr. Barwell to obtain from Coja Gavorkc and Coja 
Michael an Agreement to allow Mr. Barwell Sixty thoufand Five hundred Rupees annually, which 
he infllU-d on Ihould be paid him in lieu of Surplus Salt made on the Lands called Sallamabad, 

' farmed by Coja Michael and Coja Gavorke, from one Joynarrain Goflaul; and the very fame Rea- 
fons and ruinous Confequences to themfelves and Family, by not repoflefling the faid Farm (which 
was the only Terms on which Mr. Barwell would fufFer them to re^flefs it) was the only Induce¬ 
ment they had (not being without Hope of Relief by future Juftice) to confent to allow Mr. Bar- 
well his Terms of Sixty thoufand and Five hundred Rupees annually for Surplus Salt made on faid 
Farm, though the faid Coja Gavorke nor the faid Coja Michael never executed any Writing to any 
Perfon to conftrm the fame. Thus Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael humbly hope they have fully 
anfwered the unjuft Pretenfions of Mr. Barwell debiting them the 1,45,500 Rupees: 

I'hat Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael beg Leave to obferve, that the Credit which Mr. Barwel) 
is pleafccl to give in his Account, prefented to you the Fifth of this Month of April, One thoufand 
Seven hundred and Seventy-five, exactly correfponds with the Account, N* 2, already delivered to you 
.igainft Mr. Barwell; and further beg to remark, that Mr, Barwell in his Account notes, that the' 
Four Sums, amounting together to Rupees Seventy-feven thoufand Six hundred Twenty-feven, as 
paid him, are by no Means true; but made out in that artful Way to hide the Truth, which is, that 
tor the Sum of R* 77,627, the faid Coja Michael only executed Four Bonds for the feparate Sums 
mentioned id that Account, and which Four Bonds were, by the exprefs Order of Mr. Barwell, 
made payable to a nomioal Perfon by Mr. Barwell, named Porron Paul; and as a further Evidence 
that faid Porron Paul is a Perfon (if he cxifts) totally unknown to either Coja Gavorkc or Coja 
Michael, and folely fet up and created by Mr. Barwell, it is true, that for the Two Firft of the 
Four faid Sums (for which Four Bonds were given) the faid Coja Mkhael and Coja Gavorke paid 
Mr. Barwell Caih, and received back thofe Two Bonds, which is now ready to be produced, and 
by the Indorfement will Ihcw, (which is Mr. Jofeph Cator’s Hand Writing) that were given (though 
in the Name of a fictitious Perfon) on Mr. Barwell’s Account, by being by Mr. Cator (Mr. Bar- 
well’s Book-keeper) entered in Mr. Barwell’s Books, which could not be the Cafe had Mr. Barwell 
been truly paid his Money, and Coja MichiKl borrowed, as pretended, that Sum of a real Perfon 
called Porron Paul, who certainly would never have procured in his own Right the Englifh Indorfe- 
ments, that appear in Mr. Cator’s Hand on the Two Bonds. 

Another Obfervation Coja Gavorke and Cma Michael beg to make is, that Mr. Barwell, in his 
Account delivered to you the Fifth of April 1775, makes a pretended Balance in his Favour of 
R* 27,673. 12. though he has more than Ten Days paft inftituted a Suit at Law in the Supreme 
Court againft Coja Gavorke only; and it appears that Mr. Barwell has fworn that Coja Gavorke 
is indebted to him Forty odd thoufand Rupees, for Money borrowed (as is fworn by Mr. Bar- 
well) from his Banker Poorun Paul by Coja Gavorke, for the Ufc of Mr. Barwell, as the Copy of 
Mr. Barwell’s Aflidavit will Ihew : 

That Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael humbly hope that they have fully and fatisfaftorily an¬ 
fwered Mr. Barwell's pretendra Account; and that this Honourable Board will pleafe to afford 
Coja Gavorke and Coja Michael that, Rdkf they have prayed for by their former Application. 

^oja Kaworke is called In. 

Cou Kiwotke (^eft. How camc you to be in Pofleflion of the Salt Farm of Sclcmabad ? 

" « original Renter, under the Name of Ramhurry, who let it to Joinerain Gof- 

' faul, who again let it to my tsomaftdi, Sonaram Paul, for whom Coja Michael and I became Se¬ 
curity. 

Queft. Have you any Inftrument to produce from Joinerain Goflaul, by which this Farm 
was conveyed to your Gomaftah. 

AnC He granted my Gomaftah a Pottah for it, which was taken by Mr. Barwell when I was 
difpolRflcd, 
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Tranflation 



A K P,/E N'DV I X, N* 93. 


TNnflatioa ef Copy of «n Aereement of Sunaram Paul with Joynerain Goflaul, for the Delivery 
of Salt 


Ctboaleit of 
Suaerain vith 
joytumu Oul« 


I Sunaram Paul agree to deliver to you, Joinerain Goflaul, 1,20,000 Maunds ofSalr, on the fame 
Teri)i$ as chat furniloed to you by Bulram Brahmin from Seleemabad» viz. at the Rate of 72 Ru¬ 
pees per 100 Maunds, I paying all Charges, and allowing 82 Sicca Seer to the Maund. I will 
deliver this Salt agreeable to the public Regulations^ and in cafe I am unable to fulHl my En¬ 
gagements, I agree to pay 50 R* on each 100 Maunds, by way of Penalty, for Non-performance j 
but on the contrary, Ihould I be enabled to furnilh a greater Quantity than is hereby ftipulated, 
I am then to receive 25 Rupees extra upon every too Maunds. 1 will tranfaft the Bufinefs agree¬ 
able to the Regulations, and agree to be refponfible for any Breach of my Agreements.—I wdl 
aUb make up to you at the dated Prices for the Balances which Bulram may appear, on a Reference 
to his People, to have incurred with you in the Year 1179. And having taken on myfelf the Bufinefs 
of the Salt Mehal of Taubrooflbor, 1 will Annually, on receiving the ftipulated Payments, furnilh 
you with the Salt agreed on; you arc not to dirpiaceme>, .but Ihould this notwithftanding happen, 
you arc to account with me for whatever Arrears may appear to be my due *, and I am to enjoy 
'whatever Profits, or fuftain whatever Lofies, may happen in the Bufinefs, with which you have no 
Concern. 1 mull now receive Three Fourths of the Payments in Advance, and the remaining One 
Fourth when the Company pay you. 1 have therefore given this Agreement, this 25th Day of 
Aughun, in the Bengal Year 1180. 

Sunaram’s Signature. 


Security Bond given by Khaja Mowukul and Khaja Kutoor, Two Armenians, for Sunaram’s due 
Performance of the above. 

We Khaja Mowukul and Khaja Kutoor, agree to Hand Securities for Sunaram’s due Performance 
of his Engagements i which if be falls lliort in, we are to be refponfible. 

Signature of the Two Armenians. 

A true Tranflation, 

(Signed) Joh‘ Duncan, 

Afs‘ to Sup' 

K* Records. 

Queft. Did you receive the Advances from Government, In virtue of that Pottah given to 
your Gomaftah by Joinerain Goffaul f 

Anli The Advances were paid me through Joinarain, Firft to Bulram, and by him to Joinarain. 

Quell. Did you receive the Whole of the Advances ? 

Anf. I was Mid my Advances according to my Agreement with Joinarain. 

Queft. By whofc Authority was you put in Poireflion of the TulFals of Sclimabad i 
Anf. I obtained PofleOlon by virtue of the Pottah granted by Joinarain. 

Mr. Barwcll—I requeft this Queftion may be fent to the Gentlemen at Dacca, to be put to Mr.BMweU'i 
Joinarain. Msuos. 

Quell. Whether the Conditions of the Pottah granted by Joinarain Goffaul to your Go¬ 
maftah, were the fame with thofe which were originally granted by the Committee of 
Circuit to Bulram; and if there was any Difierence, Ihew in what it confifted f 
Anf. Joinarain told me, Bulram engaged to furnilh the Company with 1,70,000 Maunds, at 
no R* per joo Maunds, and was to provide go,ooo Maunds more for the joint Account; and I 
agreed to pay according to the Cabooleat juft now produced^ 

Queft. What do you mean by the joint Account ? 

Anf. The Gentlemen at Dacca. 

Queft. What Gentlemen ? 

,Anr. Bulram and Joinarain knowdon’t know<i 

Queft. You fay this was for the Gentlemen., As Mr, Barwell was Chief of the Faflory, 
did he accept of that Engagement or rejeft it? 

Anf. I don’t know. 

Quell. Did not you give a different Engagement to Mr. Barwcll, to pay him 65,500 
Rupees for the Salt Farm of Sejimabad Annually i 
Anf. No. 

Queft. You mention in your Petition, that you was compelled by Mr. Barwell to give him 
' Four different Bonds for 77,6a; Rupcesj in the Name of One Poron Paul, on the Ac- 
count of the uhjuft Profit which you fay Mr. Barwell charged you withcnention what 
Compulfion was ufed towards you ? 

Anf. When Mr. Barwell was there, he put Peons owr me in his Abfence, Mf. Hollond’s 
Peons were over me. 

Sit. Com. Rar. IX. • K • Queft, 
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C^ft. Was you at Dacca when the Kifts became due, and the Bonds were executed ? 

Anf. I was not at Dacca when the Kills were paid j—I was there at the Time the Fourth Bond 
was executed. 

Quell. Do you believe* that if the Sums which you fay were extorted from you, in De¬ 
duction or the Advances, had been retained by you, and paid by you to the Molungces, 
you could have peiformed vour Engagements to the Company ? 

Anf. 1 would have been able to have done more. 

Quell. How came you to be difpoBeBed of your Farm ? 

Anf. When Bulram was, I was alfo difpolIeBed. 

The Quellion repeat^, being told the Anfwer given is not a direCl one. 

Anf. Upon Ramfunder Paulites agreeing to pay a Pro& of a Lack of Rui^ees. 

Quell. Who is Ramfunder Paulit ? 

Anf. He was Mr. HoUond's Muttafeddie or Agent. 

Quell. To whom was Ramfunder Paulit to pay a Lack of Rupees ? 

AnA I don’t know>^I was in the MoSt^L 

Quell. Do you mean that Ramfuntler Paulit offered to give more for the Farm than you 
gave for it at that Period of Time ? 

Anf. Ramfunder Paulit agreed to pay agreeable to the Cabooleeat he produces. 

Ordered it to be tranllated and here entered. 


Trandation of a Bengal Cabooleeat, addrelTed to BulTent Roy and Kilhcn Daib Saine. 

I Ram Sunder Paulit hereby agree to under-farm the Company’s Salt Mahal, in the Pergunnah 
of Seleemabad, from you Bufient Roy and Kilhcn Daib Saine, from the Beginning of the Year 
11 So to the End of the Year i iSj, or for a certain Term of 4 Years, and on the undermentioned 
Conditions: 1 will provide Annually 10,2,850 Maunds of Salt, of 82 Sicca Weight, for which I 
am to be paid at the Rate of 110 R* per too Maunds, or altogether Rupees 1,13,155. I am to have 
the Management of the Bufinefs both at the Sudder and in toe MoffiilTil. The Proht, if any, is 
to be mine. If a Lofs enfues, or Balances are incurred, I only am to be liable; you have nothing 
to do either with the one or the other. I will pay you Annually 60,500 Rupees, receiving the Ad¬ 
vances at the Hated Periods from the Company *, I will deliver the ftipulated Quantity of Salt ac¬ 
cording to my Agreement, at Backergunge and Sootalaree, and account for it with the Gomallahs of 
the Company at the faid Places. I am to pay you Annually a Profit of 60,500 R*. 1 ‘his I have 
written by way of Kutkeenah-namah, that it may be produced Ihould Occafion require. 

Quell. Are you the Servant of Co]a Michael, or the Principal, or an equal Partner with 
him, to anfwer the Engagements entered into for the Provifion of the Salt of Duccaii 
Savagepoor ? 

Anf. At firll I had the foie Management, afterwards I gave Khaujee Michael a Share. I never 
was Khaujee Michael’s Servant. 

Quell. Arc you a Man of any, and what Property ? 

Anf. I am now in Debt. 

Quell. Had not Coja Michael engaged to be Security for the Provifion of the Salt, 
would the Provifion of the Salt have been given to you ? 

Anf. Yes, I would have been able to have obtained it without him. 

Quell. When it was propofed to Coja Michael to be Security, to anfwer the Conditions 
of the Contrad with the Company, was he not to account for a certain Amount to the 
Chief of Dacca for Profits arifii^ from the Contrafl, and the furplus Profits to remain 
with him for his Trouble ? 

Anf. I did not agree to pay any Sum myfelf j I don’t know what Coja Michael did. 

Quell. Did Coja Micnael do any thing in the Salt Bufinefs without your AiTent ? 

Anf. At the Time he became Security, he never did any thing in the Salt Bufinefs without 
acquainting me, but after that he complied with the OpprclTions of every Chief. 

Quell. Did not Coji Michael and you account to the Chief of Dacca in the Year 1179 80 
Bengal Stile, for certain f refits, and benefit yourfclves from the Surplus ? 

Anf. None in the Manner I agreed to pay to Mr, Barwell. 

Queft. In what Manner qid you benefit yourfelf, and to what Extent ? 

Anf. upon Selemabad I gain^fnothing, but it has been the Caule of my running in Debt: 

If you chufe, I will produce an Account of my Receipts and Dilburfements on this Account * as 
to Duccan Savazpoor, if you chufe alfo, I will lay before you an Account of my Profit and ‘ 
Lofs on it. ^ « .. 

C^etl. Did Gregora and Nittanaund oSer to ensage for the Payment of 70,000 Rupees 
to Mr. Barwell, it he would pot under their Management the Provifion of the Sale of 
Savagepoor ? 

Anf. 1 heard that he had offered 65,000 Rupees. 

Mr. 



.4 F P:>E, N, tf I X*: N*j|3. 

Mf. Barwell is |«queft«d. to .tnform^ the Boai4. wha were the real LeDees of the Farms of R.s«ft,oM,. 
Sayagepoor and Selemahad, befec they became hii, in 1774, and by what Deed or inarument they 
■werr tnaii^toni froip |he(e him ? ' 

giw? ajj Anfwer in Writing. 

Mr. $a|nii^ii«fM^l3id tlift ^e Two Salt Farma were appropriated as a Benefit to the Faftory at f“rt'>rr a,. 
.or|a Ac Chief, fqr ^be .tJle of himfelfand the Faftory, we defirc, in the Name of the 
HoitoWrabk-Eaft India .C9®P*nf. that Mr. Barwell will be pleafed to declare, whether, to his 
Knowledge, any Money was paid to the Gentlemen who were of the- Committee of Circuit, on 
accowt of the above Farms, or whether ihofe Gentlemen had any Share in thofe Farms ? 

Mr. Barwell***! will give an Anfwer. Application to 

Ordered, That the Secretary do write to the Sccrettry of the Board of Trade, acquainting him ih, 
that if he cannot prepare -the fair.Confultations of bis Board, in Time for the Perufal of this Tr.*. 
Board on Tuefday next, the Gentlemen.defire he will fend bis broken Set of Proceedings here, and 
they fiiall be returned the fame Day. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. 


To Mr. Charles William Boughton Rous, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. Dacca «rote 10. 

Gentlemen, 

If it will not be very difadvantageous to Joinarain Gofiaul, we defire you will require him to 
come to Calcutta, to be examined in regard to a Petition prefented to us by Bulram; but if he 
cannot come, the enclofcd Queftion mull be put to him, and you will tranfmit u» his Anfwer. 

We defire you will enquire who is the Perfon that holds the Salt Farms at Luckepoor, and 
whether it be on his own Account, or on Account of any Englilh Gentleman: We diredl you to 
apply to the Zemindar to obtain this Information, if you cannot otherwife afeertain it. 

We are, &c. 

J. Clavering, 

Fort William, Rich* Barwell, 

Sth April 1775. P. Francis. 


Fort William, the nth April 1775. 

At a Committee i PRESENT, 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, 

The Honourable Geor« Monfon, 

And Richard Barweil, Efquire. 

Read and approved the Proceedings of the 8th Inftant. 

Mr. Barwell—I have promifed the Board every Light touching my own Tranladlions while Mr. Bjrweir. 
Chief of Dacca, in the Bufinefs now before the Board, and 1 will tully and unrefervedly perform ‘,0*. 

this Promifc} but if, from the Queftion now put to me, it is expefted I [hall ftand forth, cither as pS!dto"him“‘ 
the public Defeader, or the public Accufer, of the Committee of Circuit for leafing the .Salt |[|' 

Farms under the Name of Rada Churn Dcy, to the Chief's Station •, I cannot take upon me either 
Charafter, nor feizc the Opportunity this gives me, which I eafily might do, to vindicate the 
Committee.—My anfwering to fomc Queftions, and my declining to anfwer others, would in faft 
be fubgefting myfelf to anmer any the moft improper that might be put to me, be they ever fo 
foreign to my own Tranfaftions, and ever fo f^ulative and opiniative of tbeConduA of others 
I will therefore confine every Matter of Information entirely to myfelf. It is my Conduft, and the 
Rights 1 deemed mine, that at prefent arc under the Board's Cognizance s and I deem this wholly 
diftindt, and wholly unconnefted with Matter prcc«^ing my Time. I have faid already^ That to 
my Station of Chief of Dacca, the Salt Farms, under the Name of Rada Churn Dey, are annexed. 

The Salt provided in the Diftrifts of Dacca has, ever fince the Year 176a, been a Source of 
Benefit to the Chief’s Station. A Committee’s Pottah has doubtlcfs beca granted to Rada Churn 
J3ey, though at prefent I cannot find it among any Papers of mine. I underftood from my Prcdc- 
celTor Mr. Grueber, that the Salt Farm was under the immediate Management and Diredlion of the 
Chief? that Benefits were derived to his Station from them •, and that the Condudt and Care of the 
ManufaAure of ^is Article he had entrufted to Bulram Barragce, Coja Michael, and Joinarain 
Goflaul i that thefe People had accounted with him the laft Year, and if it was agreeable to me, 
would continue to do fo for the prefent. It appears from the different Anfwcrs made by Kaworke, 
that thoih who managed the Manufadure of the Salt, though Security for the Performance of the 
Engagement to the Company, muft have been bound by private Engagements to the then Chief; 
but as thofe do not relate to myfelf, I only mention them here as a Proof, that the Concern did not 
cortimcnce with me. The Board defire to be informed who were the real lAiflces of the Farms of 
Sayagepoor and Sclimabad; I reply to this, the Chief of Dacca, in the Names of Radachurn Dey 
and Ramhurry. 1 have before remarked, that I did not, on my Firft Arrival at Dacca, engage in 
3 the 
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the Salt Farms: I had aii Objefiion to' the'M«ft\i»r^htth tbdPrOficajl^ dciiyed, 'atl^'s#asidttcr- 
mined to countenance no illicit Practice, which, while It in Ap^raneb feemed W 'dtmfiiter iny 
private interefts, could only have been a Cloak .to, 
between my Arrival at Dacca to the Period of chd'Bfb^^otbiib'I demaodedt* 

Computation of the juft Profits that might be ihwfroilit''thi»’Trji^ the Pr^ifdfh^of k'apas 
well managed} but this was rbpugnant to the Peofde'Wholi^i^'^eh coft^eroed^ the Pi^vilotte^ 
the Salt, Ihd they pleaded the Injullice of a Removal, wneji they; %e<e willing'to aS in thb Ma'ndcr 
they had done formerly. 'They iifeewife orgedi with a View,-! ftppofe', to deter me frorWprofe. 
cuting the Plan 1 had laid down, that they had a Right in the'ContraA; thM they were Securities; 
that the Farmer was a nominal one; and the Refponlibility ih Falft rbftd ti^n them. My Rtmly 
was ihorti—The contrary to this iS nothrloully knowfi; ybuf RefponfibiliCy is iriftanily-whowd, 
when a Perfon of greater RefpOnfibilicrftands forth to relieve‘jrou; end to afiE;nt, and to Ibew to 
the Public, from your accounting tohls Predecdibr,‘that you wercfiid itiore than'Agents; beOdes; 
you have afted in the Difcharge of your Truft in a Manner, which, if I was tO inveftigate, rauft 
dcjitive you of it; but my View iii not Rarofped'ion, it is Amendment for the future; however, 
it is in your Option, as I do not chufe to Ihok back, ftill to conduA the Bufinefs: I have had fuch 
Offers made to me [fpecifying the Sums} if you will give [mentioning a Sum whidh was equal, 
within Ten thoui'and Rupees] the Management may reft with you;, if you do. not, I will appoint 
other Agents, and anfwer to the Council of Calcutta; thb Choice therefore is wfth you: But ks you 
have muile a Plea of your Name being written as the Security, giving you an independent Right 
of tliefc Farms of the Chief of Dacca, you render it a neceffary Condition of any Engagement I 
enter into with you, that you (hall previoufly afTign over this pretended Right or your’s to Two 
of my Dependents, BulTuntroy and Kiflcn Deb. 



I Bulram Barrajee farmed from the Company, in the Name of Ramhurry (myfelf being Security) 
the Salt Mhals belonging to the Company in that Pergunnah of Selemabad, Buzzungamudpoor, 
Churulleah, Muddahdeah and Tupplh Hevely, dependant on Seepoor, for the Term of 5 Years, from 
i.he Commencement of the Year 1179 to the Clofe of the Year 118.9; under the following Stipula¬ 
tions : That I (hall deliver Yearly 1,70,000 M* of Salt, of 8a S" to the Seer, for which I (hall 
receive no R* per 100 M'*, the Whole amounting to Rupees 1,87,000. I have rented out the 
Farm to Buffintroy and KiflTendeb, for 4Years, from the Beginning of the Year 1180 to the Expira- 
lion of the Year n 8.9: That they, having received the Yearly Advances from the Sircar, (hall deliver 
the (Quantities of Salt agreeable to my Obligation with the Sircar, and (hall be wholly refponfible 
to the Sudder; and I will have no Concern therein: And they (hall be accountable for all Balances, 
Profit and Lofs, &c. And after having reprefented^to the Gentlemen of the Huzoor, that they 
have farmed the aforefaid Mhals, they will carry on the Bufinefs entire thereof, I hereby declare 
myfelf exempted from all Ri(k, &c. This is my Agreement, 25th Faugun 1180. 

(Signed) Bulram Barajce. 

Witncirc.s, 

Ramrutton Surmah, 

Joynarrain Surmah. 


Coja Michael's Engagement with BuflTuntroy and KilTcndeb, transferring Ducanfavagepoor. 

I Coja Michael, having farmed from the Sircar, in the Name of Radachurn Dcy (iTiyfclf being 
Security) the Salt Mhal of the Pergunnah Duckenfavagepoor, for the Term of 5 Yeais, to com¬ 
mence in the Year 1179, to expire theClbfcof the Year 1183, Bengal Stile, under the following 
Stipulations: That I will deliver Yearly 50,000 M** of Salt, of 82 S** to the Seer, and I (hall re¬ 
ceive for the faid Salt 80 A R* per 100 M**, the Whole amounting to 40,000 A' Rupees. 1 have 
therefore farmed out this Farm to BulTmtroy and Kiflendcb, for the Space of 4 Years, from the 
Beginning of the Year 1180 to the End of the Year 1183 ; That they, having Yearly received the 
A'-lvances from the Sircar, (hall deliver the Salt agreeably to my Obligation with the Sircar, and 
ilialt be wliolly refponfible to the Sudder, and I have nothing to do therein; and you (hall have (he 
Profit and Lofs, &c. in:^ur own Hands; and* after ydu have reprefented to the Gentlemen of the 
Fluzoor that you farm the above-kientioned Mhal, and you are to carry on the entire Bufinefs. 
thereof. And I hereby declare myfJf to be free from all Riiks, &c. 

This is the Agreement 1 have (titled into, ift Choyt. 

(Signed) Coja Michael. 

Witnefs, - 

Ramrutton SormaFi :*., 

Joynarrain Surmah. 


Co] I Riwarlce 
r.lM in tni 
|ueai»iicil. 


Kaworke being called In, is alkcd, ^ 

CQiieft. Do you know what Proportions, in the Profits of the Salt Farms which weft 1^ b/ 
the Committee of Circuit to Kam Hurry, Radachurn Dey, and’ Joinarrain Gofllbl^’wtre 
to be given to the Gen'4«nen who were upon the Circuit ? . . i . 

Anf. No. 

Queft. 
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Queft. What do you mean by anfwefing in the NeMtiW ? Do you know of no Agreement, 
or did they receive no Proportions of the Profits r. 

Anf. I don't know. There perhaps may have been fotnething received by thetil In Durbar 
Kheerch. 

The Queftion being repeated. __ ♦ 

Anf. 1 only received the firft Year Sixty Rupees in Advance. I don't know how the other 
Twenty was difpofed of. 

Queft. Did you make any Demand for the whole Advance ? 

Anf. I did. 

Queft. What Anfwer was given you for not paying the whole Advance ? 

Anf. I was told that the ao Rupees per too Maunds, was to be applied to pay the Charges of 
the Committee. 

Queft. Did not you, or Coja Michael edme to me, and reprefent that there wai more than 
Seventy thoufand Rupees to be made by the Mhal of Setimabad ? and did not you urge 
this Information, as giving you a Merit with me^ and as entitling you to a Preiercnce to 
any other Bidder ? 

Anf. I never made fuch a Reprefentatioh to him: Mr. Harwell knows bdft whether Coja 
Michael ever did. 

Queft. Did not you further reprefent, that the Information you had given me of the Profit 
arifine from the Salt Mhals, had rendered all the Muttufuddies your EhemiCs, and there- 
fore that I Ihould give you a Preference ? 

Anf. t took thefc Mhals from the Company for the Term of 5 Yearsj and therefore why ftiould 
I reprefent fuch a Thing to Mr. Barwell ? 

Queft. Had you not a Preference given to your Propofals, which if I had rejefted, and 
accepted others, would have yielded me 10,000 RupMS more i 

Anf. What Propofals had I to make 10 Mr. Barwell ? 

Queft. Did neither Coja Michael or you ever make any Propofals to Mr. Barwell for 
making the Salt of Duccin Savagepoor and Selimabad ? 

Anf. I don’t know what Offers Coja Michael might have made to him} I neVet tbade any Ap¬ 
plication to him myfetf, excepting for the Daadcnec. 

Queft. Did you not, about January 1774, when Mr. Barwell was in Calcutta, defire Ram 
Rutton Tagore to do all in his Power to induce Mr. Barwell to enter into Engagements with 
Coja Michael and you, for the Profits to be derived in manufacturing the Savagepoor Salt? 

Anf. I defirt Time to confider this -,—1 faid fo fnany Things to Ramrutton, I can't recoUeft. 

> Queft. Was not Coja Michael’s and your entering into Engagements to pay Mr. Har¬ 
well 65,000 Rupees, for providine the Salt of Savagepoor, a Condition of your having 
the Provifion of the Salt of Selim4bad, on paying 60,500 for Selimabad ? 

'' Anf. By what Inftrumeni did I enter into fuch an Agjrcment with Mr. Barwell ? or if I did fo, 
why did he dirpofTefs me ? 

Queft. Had you delivered to the Company ail the Salt made at Selimabad and Savage¬ 
poor, muft not the Company have paid for fuch Salt, agreeably to the Articles of their 
Contract ? 

Anf I fold the furplus Salt by Mr. Barwell’s Orders. 

On the Queftion being repeated to him j 

Anf By m;^ngagements with the Company, it ought to have been fo; but Mr. Barwell or¬ 
dered me to fell whatever furplus Salt 1 provided. 

Queft. In this Cafe, could not Mr. Barwell have Itept the Money, and fet it off in Ac¬ 
count with Michael and you, for the Engagements you bad entered into with him ? 

According to the Conditions of the Company's Poctab, he ftiould nut have done i t,but 

•aotwithftanding he did. 

Queft. Have you the Perfian Paper that you produced the other Day ? 

Anf No. 

Queft. Have you a Copy of it ? 

Anf Yes.— (and produced i Copy.) 

Agreed, that the following Letter be written to the Provincial Council of bacca. tetter toOKca. 

To Mr. C. W. B. Rous, Chief, &c. Provincial Council of Revenue at Dacca. 


. .Gentlemen, ' 

We defire you will inform Mr. Grueber, that Coja Kaworke, on his Examfnation at this Board, 
has declatod, that^zo R' per 100 Maunds, were deduced from his Advances in the Firft Year of 
bis.Salt Contraft,"atnounting to ia,ooo Rupees, which he fays he was told was given to defray the 
Charges of the Committee. 

likewife further declared, that'he made m Allowance to Mr. Grueber of io,<X30 Maunds 
of furplus Salt, for which the Company, according to his Pottah, would have paid him 25 per 
Cent.} and in that Cafe, they would have received all the Profits accruing from the Sale. 

SzL. Com. Rbp. IX. *L* ^00 
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You will pleafe to call upon Mr. Grueber for his Aolwer to the above Reprefentacioos, aod tranf- 
tnit it to us without Delay. 


J. Clavering, 
Rich* Barwell, 
P. Francis. 


EXTRACT of the Separate Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue, at Foft WHliam in 
Bengal, the 14th April 1775, 


C<4i fCaworke 
Cllkd in aoii 
quefiiOMd. 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the iith Inftant. 
Coja Kaworke is called in and qocftione|i.' 


Qucft. Did not Mr. Barwell repca^y warn you, that if vou failed in the Company's 
Coniradl, or Engagements to would no longer truft you with the Provifion of 

Salt, but give the Mana^tncnt to others who would fulfil all Engwments f 
Anf. He told Coja Michael, ^at if he did not pay the Amount of the Bonds remaining dqe, 
within a Week’s Time, that he would take the Farm from him. 

Queft. As loon as Mr. Barwel| imagined you had deceived him, did he not fend down Mu- 
cundram an Aumeen to Sellmabad, to procure Accounts of all the Salt manufadlured at 
Selimabad, and to feizc and carry to the Company’s Golahs all the Salt he might find 
in your private Golahs, or at the Tofials ? 

Anf. He fent an *Aumcen to afeertain whether the Quantity I reprefented to be in the Golahs 
was really there or not. 

The Queftion is repeated, this not being a full Anfwer. 

Anf. The above was the only Reafon of the Aumeen's being deputed. 

Queft. What Quantity of Selimabad Salt was you to have delivered into the Company’s 
Golah.s, by your Engagement with Joinarain Gofifaul f 
Anf. 121,000 Maunds, as by my Cabouleatl 


An ACCOUNT of Salt of Selimabad Pergunnah. 


To Salt in the Company's Golah, under the Care 
of Mr. Wood, at Janagur and Soolatan- 
tary •- Maunds 84,600 — — 
To oiuftanding Salt, due from 
the Molungces at faid Per* 
gunnah — — 44,681 10 — 


Maiuuli. 

By Salt agreed on — 121,000 — 
By furplus Salt — 8,281 10 


Maunds 129,281 10 — 


Maunds 129,281 10 — 


D’ Joynarrain Goflaul, in Account with Coja Michael and Coja Gavorke. Cl 


To Amount of 121,000 Maunds of Salt of the 
Selimabad Pergunnah, which it was farmed 
from you for Four Years certain, in the Name 
of our Agent or Gomaftah Sonaram Paul, to 
whom we are Securities j and for which the 
laid Sonaram Paul (on/our Behalf) entered 
into a certain Agreement with yo^i, which 
Agreement is in your Poflefiion; add at the 
fame I’ime you gave a pQttah for laid Farm 
(which Pottah is taken by Mr. Barwell from 
us) at 72/ 8. per 100 Maunds, makes 
MJ s. Rupees 87,'^35 — — 

To 8,281.10. of furplus Salt, at 
135 Rupees per too Maunds 11,179 ** 


A' R* 98,904 1% 


By Calh received from you — 

6i,793 * 

By D* from Mr. Barwell, as for 

R* -- 82,057 12 — 

Deduft from D*, 
which was dc- 


dudted from the 
abo^eSum by ! 

faid Mr. Bar- 
well ■— 10,799 4 — 

11,258 8 — 

74.054 —^ 

Balance due —. 

24,^54 I* 

f A* R* 

98,904. up 


0^4 ^ you. loakf ia tk .SelimM-iiiai Ywi 

Anf. About Ninety-fivethoufandMaunds, - 


Qucft. 
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Queft. Have you delivered it all to the Company ? 

Anf. AD,, ejcceptiog Eleven or Twelve thoufand Maunds, which I fold to the Pykats to pay 
my own Exochces, and to difeharge Mr. Barwell's Bond, and my Debts to Merchants. 

Qjueft. Have you any Paper to produce of the Quantity of Salt received by the Agent ? 
''and was it weighed or raeafured into the Golahs ? 

Anf. When the Merchants who had purchafed the Salt at the Sales applied for it, it was weighed olF 
in Prefence either of Mr. Wood, or of Tome of his People, and a Receipt was afterwards given me for it. 

0^. What Quantity of Salt .did you deliver from Duccin Savagepore, made in the Firft 
Year of the Contrafl: 1170; and where are your Receipts for it ? 

Anf. I gave 45,000 Maunds to the Purchafers on account the Company j xo.ooo Maunds to the 
joint Account; I fold Ten thoufand Maunds more, and gave the Profit of it to Mr. Barwell. 

Queft. You fay you paid Mr. Harwell the Profit of 10,000 Maunds of Salt, Rupees 9,000; 
when did you pay it, and to whom ? 

Anf. I paid it on the 30th Day of December;' by Gudadur Podar and Luckun Podar, my 
Bankers, .into the Hands of One of Ramruxeen’s Podyrs authorized to receive it, whofe Name I do 
not recollefi:; but can tell by looking into my Account. 

Quell. Did you defire Raiuruttcn to folicit his Maftcr Mr. Bai-well to give you the Pro- 
vifionof the Duccin Sivagepoor and Selimabad Salt; and tell him that it ihould be as 

. advantageous to his Mafter as any Body elfe could make it ? 

Anf I never h^ad any fuch Coiiverfation with Ramrutten. 


8 Peons; what had Mr. Purling to 


Kaworkc defires to make an Addition to this Anfwer, that if the Company’s Pottah, granting 
him the Farms for Five Years, was not fufficiently binding, what would fignify Words ? 

Queft. You mention in your Account that Mr. Barwell had taken a Bond from you for 
8,000 Rupees, dated 25th January 1774, which Bond has been fince paid, have you 
that Bond in your PolTclIion ? 

Anf No. It is at Dacca. 

Queft. In whofe Pofteilion ? 

Anf. Coia Michael has it. 

Queu. In whofe Name is the Bond ? 

Anf. I do not remember; however, if Ramrutten defires the Receipt of the Money, I will prove 
the Payment of it. 

Queft. How came you to owe Mr. Barwell 8,000 Rupees, and fo early in that Gentleman’s 
' Government as the 25th January, and before you had the Tranfaftton v^ith him relating 
to' yout retaking the Farm ? 

Anf. • This 'Jras' in Parc of'the Amount of the Profits on the 10,000 M** of the Salt of thd 

Year 1179; the Balance was paid in Calh. 

' Qu^eft. At what Time was Mr. Harwell’s jemautdar and Peons put over you ? 

Anf ^rom the 25th Sawun (7th Auguft lalt) to the ibth of Auflln (23d September.) 

Queft. Under what Pretence did they extort the 283 Rupees ? 

Anf It was given them to prevent their excrcifjng Severities. 

Queft'. -You mention 928 R* extoded by Mr. Purfing’s 1 
do with you ?• 

Anf’ He pul Peorts over me, on Account of the Two Bonds in the Name of Prawn Paul. 

Queft. Ori -virhat Account did you pay Joinarain, Banian to Mr, Shakefpear, 2,000 Rupees? 
Anf. To procure methc Arzamenec (or under Security) of Duccin Sav.igepoor, 7 Annas; vihich 
was taken ffom’me Three Months afterwards. I gave Mr. Harwell 8,500 Rupees on the fame Ac- 
count. 

Qiieft. To whom'did yoU pay the Money you fay you have given on Mr. Barwell’s 
Account ? 

Anf I paid it at Two different Times, by Godader Podar and Luckun Podar, into the Hands of 
Ramrutten and One of his Podars, whofe Naibe I don't rccollcdl; One Payment being 5,000 
Rupees, the other 3,000 Rupees. 

Qiieft. Was there any Note or Bond paffed for that 5,000 Rupees; if not, had you any 
' ' Rcceipt'for it ? 

Attf., I gave a Writing, ftlfhilafing ihai.I IhouW hold ttie-Mhal for Four Years, upon paying 
the Sum.10,006 Rupees, which Writing was to become void upon Payment of the Money, 
Whether it wis returned to me or not. 

Queft. Youlikewife mention 1,500 Rupees paid to Mr. Barwell; through whom, and 
in what Manner was that paid ? 

Anf It was paid by Gudadcr to One of Ramrutten’s Podars, in the Month of March, 
whofe Name I don’t recQlleft at prefent, but can tell on looking into my Accounts. 

Queft. Have you a* RAeipt for the Money ? 

Anf It is not the Cuftom fdf wntlcmcn to give Receipts on fuch Occafions. 

Quell. You fay you hal»e not delivered to the Company above 80 or 82,000 Maunds of 
SiUt; arc you fore you have delivered fd dwch Selimabad Salt ? 

Anf. yes, I’ll be bound I have. 

Queft, * You was to deliver by'theXJaboofeat to Jdihathiin i,^8!SfciyMatinds, and if you 
' ftihfcortbf thi^Quahtity, you was to pay 56 Rupeei ori each One huri’dred Maunds ? 

a . Anf.' 


Kiwbtke't 

Rcfucll. 
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Anf, Yes, I agreed to it, 

Qvicft. Have you paid 10,000 Rupees, which is the Difference on this 'Agflreemitt for 
Ihort Delivelry ? / 

Anf. The Fykars entered into the fame Enga^ents With me, that 1 had done with joinaraio i 
and if Joinarain took the Mhal from me b^re the Expiration of the 4 Years, he was to be 
anfwcrabic for whatever Balances fliould arifc. 

Queft. Is not the Difference of Price, between what he engaged to furnifh the Selimabad 
Sait at, and the Price allowed by tiK Company upon 8a,ooo Maunds, 3a>DOO 'Rupees ? 
do your Engagements with Joinarain bind you to account for this Sum ? 

Anf. The Company allow iio Rupees per too Maunds, and I engaged to furnilh it at 72 
Rupees but as the Mhal was taken from me I am not anfwerable. ' 

Queft. Did you and Michael repeatedly offer to Mr. Barweil a Transfer of the Chowlie, 
or Fourth Part of the Advances, in Liquidation of your private Engagements of 1,25,500 
Rupees to him ? 

Anf. No. Mr. Barweil told me to give a Receipt to the Company for the Chowlie, or Fourth 
Part of the Advances, that Jie might carry the Amount to my Account; but I neither received 
the Chowlie, amounting to 38,300 and odd Rupees, nor gave a Receipt for it. 

Queft. In whofc Prefence did Mr. Harwell fay this ? 

Anf. In Coja Michael’s, and either Hurry Baboo's or Ramrutten’ss 1 don't exaftly recolleffc 
which. 


Ret* Ocft, 


£vesin|. 


Fort William, the i8th April 1775. 


At a Committee *, PRESENT. 

Lieutenant Goieral John Clavering, 
Richard Barweil, andJe,. . 

Philip Fnuick I®)"™- 


Read and approved the Proceedings of the 14th Inftant. 

Coja Kaworkc being called in, is queftioned. 

^UCAiofliCda * 

Queft. Did not Mr. Barweil repeatedly refufe your Transfers, informine you no Monies 
could be advanced, account of the Chowtie, until the Deliveries of the Salt were com¬ 
pleted •, for that the Conmanv retained the Chowtie to be reimburfed the Deficiencies, if 
any, in the Deliveries of Salt? 

Anf. By the Conditions of the Pottah, I fliould receive the Chowtie upon compteating my 
Deliveries to the Company. Mr. Harwell told me repeatedly to give a Receipt for the Chowtie, 
and that he would carry the Amount of it to my Account as Part Payment of Praun 
Paul’s Bond. 

Queft. Upon Coja Michael’s Reprefentation, that the Payipent of the 1,25,500 Rupees,' 
agreeably to the Kiftbundee, might be inconvenient, did not Mr. Barweil, to remove any 
Inconvenience, propofe jqur takinfl; up what Sinns might be wanted on Loan from 
Prawn Paul, at 1 per Cent, per Mtokm, to be repaid when it might fuit your Convenience? 

Anf. He never propofed an^ fuch Thii^ to me. I don’t know what he might have done to 
Coja Michael. We were compelled by Neccfllty to agree to the Payment of 1,25,500 Rupees,- 
Mr. Barweil had then the Management of the Company's Affairs at Dacca. 

Queft. Did fiot you give a Derkaft (Fropofal) to Mr. Barweil for the Farm of 
Selimabad ? 

Anf. No. 

Queft. From whom did you hold the Farm of Selimabad ? 

Anf. I took it from Joinarain. 


erdefitoc«|]i Ordered, That the Se|im;ury do Inform Coja Kaworkc, that as the Board do not propofe to 
aworke. interrogate him any further, and Mr; Barweil has propofed fome Queftions in the Courfe of the 
Proceedings to him, if there is any pirticular Information whjch he minks may be neceffary for 
the Knowledge of the Board, That h| is permitted to point it out to the Secreta^, and the Board 
will put the pioper Queftions to Mr. Barweil. 

Buffuntroy being called in, is queftipned. 

Queft. In what Capacity did you go to Dacca, and at what Time? 

Anf. I went to Dacca in the.,Month PI Bhadoon (Asiguft)*^!, wept to feek Employment* . 

Queft. Have you, during the Time, you have been at Dacca, had any Concern in the Salt 
Farms of Selimabad anf Doi:csn;Savi|eppee;? , 

Anf. No. ,; 

Queft. What Connedtion had you witfiMr. Barweil? , 

Apf. 1 went there to requeft his Afilft^ce to obnio me Jome Employment, 411 acquainted 
with him. 


Oiieft. 
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«ny Efwtgnneoa CojaMlchiKl Uid Kaworke in your 

__b’s Ninie, {brthe^ePwnai b'f'|pfwinSavagcpoi'eabd Sdipiabadf 

. Anf. UpoQ.my Arrival«tDacca, Mr. Barwell tdd-'jne that he had puf the S'alc Farm down 
In mhft aiid ano^'a Name, whofe Name I do oot fjefolk^. I anfweied that it was very well, 
t ihouid have no^hiog to do with the Profit ot Lola. , , 

Q^. Did you ever hear, or have you any Reafon to believe, that the Contrafls executed 
oy Coja Michael and Kaworke, in your Name* were extorted by any compulll^e Means ? 

‘dr whether you have Keafon to think, fibnt what you have heard, that they were volun¬ 
tarily given? 

'Anf, I heard nothing further, than that thole Pee^le had entered into Engagements with Mr. 
Barwell. 

Queft. Have you not heard it frequently fpokeri of, and was it riot notorious, that the 

. Salt Farms oi Dacca were in other Names, for the Benefit of the Chiefs ? 

Arif. Yes. 

Q^. From the Time that theEnglilh entered into the Salt Trade (1762) did not the 
Benefits arifing from the Salt ma« in the Dacca Difirida, center with the Fadlory of 
Dacca ? 

Anf. I don’t remember from what Year, but t have always heard that the Salt Farms at Dacca 
were in other Names, for the Benefit of the Englilh Gentlemen. 

Queft. Was the Salt Trade in other Parts of Bengal likewife appropriated to the Englilh 
Gentlemen ? 

Sbf. Yes, in the fame Manner. 

Queft. Have they enjoyed it to this prefent Time ? 

Anf. 1 don’t know whether they, enjoy it to this Days but I kndw that Farms have been taken 
Under the Names of Bengallees, and the Profits enjoyed by Englilh Gentlemen. 

Queft. Have the Profits of the Idgekc Farms OKn enjoyed by Englilh Gentlemen in the 
fame Manner as at Dacca and at other Places ? 

Anf. No. On the Idgelee Farm the Profit is made upon Contrafts. 

Queft. Did you ever hear from Cma Michael or Coja Kaworke, any Complaint of their 
having engaged with Mr. Barwell to pay larger Profits than the Mahl would afford ? 

Anf. No, 

Queft. Did you ever hear, or did you know, whilft you was at Dacca, of Mr. Barwell’s 
ever fpeaking to the Armeriians in private ? 

Anf. No., 

Queft. Did you ever hear of Mr. Barwell giving any Orders to the Armenians to run 
Salt ? 

Anf. No. 4 ^ 

Queft. Did you ever hear, in Converfation with any of Mr. Barweil’s People, that he had 
declined taking any Salt s and faid that all muft be delivered to the Company ? 

Anf. No. 

Queft., Did you ever hear that any Ofiers of Salt were made to Mr. Barwell, and that he 
refuled it, laying all the Salt muft be delivered to the Company ? 

. Anf. 1 heard fo from Mr, Barwell’s People. 

Queft. Do you know whether Mr. Barwell had the fmalleft Quantity of Salt belonging to 
him, at Dacca s and whether he bought or fold any Salt when there ? 

Anf. I don’t know. 

Queft. During the Time Mr. Barwell was there, do you know that he either received or 
fold the leaft Quantity of Salt ? 

Anf. I neither know or ever heard that he did. 

Queft. When the Salt was to be delivered to the Company, ori Mr. Barwell’s laft Arrival 
at Dacca, fufpefting the Selimabad ContraAors of being Ihort in their Deliveries, and 
luving embezzled the Salt, did not Mr. Barwell immediately fend down an Aumeen on 
Behalf of the Company, to enquire into the Salt Bufinefs, to get Accounts of the Qiian- 
tities that were made, and to ftop all the Salt in the private Oolahs of fiulram and 

. lUworke to be carried to the Company’s Account ? -f 

'I fff , '^es. In the Month of Aflin he d^uted an Aumeen. 

Qik^ Would fuch Enquiry be polllbly for Mr. Barwell’s Intereft, if he was to benefit 
^IteSalt? 

Anf. Ho. It. was for the Intereft of the Company. 

Queft. ■ Hrid^ Coja Kaworke and Coja Michael delivered the Quantity of Salt that the^ 
made, would not Mr. Barwell have had it in his Power to have received the Price of ic 
from the Company, and fet It off in Account with them for the Profits they engaged to 

f tvekim? ^ 

can’t pretend to &y, '< 

Q^ft. If a public Offleer of the Cioverankrit has a Demand upon a private Perfon who is 
to receive a Sum of Money from’th^ Orovernment, and the payment is to be made by 
Sii. Com* IX. / ; M *. that 
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that Officer to arhom the private Man owera ik^r b it net ettiy for Attl^cjiut td 
take that Opportunity trf" paying himfclf? , , ^ •• ’ ■ 

Anfa He may ftop but cannot apply !t 'tio'‘|}ay; off oDebt of 0#nMititb9ut*^eceipt 
from the Perfon by whom thife Debt is due. * ‘ , 

Queft. As you fceA to know fo much rwjirdmg the Dacest Salt Parhw,’ how mitey ^ tha 
Salt Farms were appropriated to liw Htemfit of the Chief ? 

Anf. I only heard that the Salt Farms in generaf Were appropriated to the Chief. 

C^eft. How many Salt Farms are there f 

Anf. Sellmabadp including Buzurgomed^r, Seebpbor^ Bherglhah, Nuddet^ Diab, Duccih 
Savagepoor, and Sundeep. ' • 

Queft. Do you know who were the. Farmers of alL thefc.Mabls from the Cothmittec of 

Circuit? • ' . 

Anf. I don’t know. . , 


A. Montgomerie, 

Ex'. 


J, Clavering. , 

Rich*.Barwd1;'- 
P*. Francisf 


EXTRACT of the Separate Proce^iitgs of the Committee of Revenue at Fort William* , 
. ; in Pengdi the t9A ApriL i77f|. .y 

Mr. Barweii’i Mr. Barwcll obfcrvcs to the Board, that there are fome Circumftaoces- relating to the Succeihon 
|ariln*g‘‘Dllclin ^0 thc Sevcn Annacs Divifion of the Zenaindwry of Duceiq Sayagjtpow, which hefuppb&s theBoird 
sarigcpoor. will dccm of fiK^ a Nature as to require thc particular Inte^oGcioB of this Government. He 
therefore recommends, that the Boarddo protraA ilTuing the Simnuds, and aSording an Oppor* 
tunity to the Family of the Claimant to lay before them fuch Matter a» he deems of Conienucncei 
Mr. Barweil mentions this Circutnftance, ftom an Application having been made to him by the 
Family of Coja Kodabox. • , 

RerMonin . Relolved, That it be protraAed^ and that the Secretary do call upon thefe People to bring forward 
ibch Information as ihcy have to give the Board. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue ConfuUations, the aSih April 1775. 

. The Committee appointed the 31ft ultimo, for the Pur-oofe of examirung into the Complainrs'of 
Coja Keworke againft Mri Bar'well, now deliver in the following Report. 

Fort William, aSth April 1-775. Revenue Department; 

Thc Committee having now Sniftied their Inquiries into thole Parts of the Petition of Coja 
Keworke, in which they conceived the Intereft of the Company might be concerned •, . . 

Agreed 1. That the Salt Farm of Duccan Savagepoor was taken in 177a, of the Copimhtee 
of Circuit, by Radichurn Day, In Behalf of his Two Securities* Coja Keworke and Coja Michael* 
at a Rate contiderably under its real Valuei 

2. That the Farm was collufively under-ki^ in order to procure a confiderable Emolument to the 

Chief and Faftory of Dacca. . ' 

3. That Radichurn Day, the furoofed Gomaftah of Keworke and Michael* is either x fiftitipua 
Name, or, if fuch a Pcripn does cxift, he had no .real CoMcrn or .Intereft whatfoever in the FaritT. 

4. That Mr. Gruebef, then Chief of Dacca,id make the Advances of Monw to the Two 

Securities as the aAual Farmers -, but not the Whole as is ufual, having reftrved a Fourth Part /or 
the Ufe of the Committee of Circuit, as Durbar Croutch. • 

5. That by the Terms of their public Agre^nt, the. Two Securities were to furnifli 50,000 

Maunds of Salt to thc Cornpany, for which uiey were to be paid 80 Sicca Rupees per Hundred 
Maunds: That if th» furnllhed more*-drey were to be paidy Premium of 25‘.Rupe«s for every 
Hundred Maunds of {q^Jurplus Salt: '^Hiat if they furniihed lefs* they were to pif t^e Company 
50 Rupees for every HuflWWMauhis they wers deficient. i 

6. That by a fcparate'aiiffbrivate Ag^einent they were to furnlfli to the , Chi^ahd FaAOjfyjdf 

Dacca 10,000 Maunds of SaK, foq lAich they were to receive the Company’s Price. ' , ‘ 

7. That in the Yeaf i/y'j, they dil a&oally fumilh fucH io;ooo‘Maunds tp the thOi'l^ief and 

Fadlory, which Salt not having paid the Ct^any.’e Duty. n Prpfic accrued to tjhdre’f^ntjemen 
of about Twelve thoufand Rupees,; Prijudrcc of the Company‘ ‘ 

8. It appears by the Evidence of Kfworke,!^ that Mr. Barwcll, on his Arrival It^eca, in 

Auguft 1775, demanded of him q^oM'Rdpees u his Share of the Profits*, but av lClB!t>ABkrtion 
is denied by Mr. Barwellj'the Committee do noVinrift'iipoii the Truth of it. ,' 

9. That in the Montbof February 1774, Mr. Barweil dirpofiefled Coja Keiii^rldr'W.,^a 

Michael of the Farm, and gave it to Two other Men. ^ ,• 

la It does hot appear that any other Realbh for d)ibQir«jl|teg Coja Kefhfte, but 

the Cfaim Mr. Bafku Tcts up to his Right to the Farm^ Und'tO diipdie'ofit aiRe prpper., 

7 * ' * " n.it 
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ti. ledoes not appear by any Deed of Conveyance or other Inftrument produced to the Cotu- 
nittee, that there waa any Aflignment or Transfer, made either by the original Nominee, or the 
Two Securitiea^^of their Property itt the Farm to Mr. lUawell. r 
js. The Comaiiltcc a«e of Opinion that no fiach A(%rtmeB* or Transfer from the Nominee to 
Mr. .Barwell cmildT be valid, without the Confent of the Two Securities, who in that Cafe mult 
4iave been allot^ to relinquilh their Engagements with the Company t fince it would be a manifett 
Injuftice to oblige them to anfwer for the Performance of ftipulated Engagements in Behalf of any 
Perfon^ to whom the original Nominee might think fit to transfer his Right, and for whom they 
had not agreed to become Security. 

13. It spears that very Ihortly after Mr. Barwell had dilfboireired Coja Keworke and Coia 
Michael of their Farm, and had given it to Buftunt Roy and Kiffen Deb^ he reftored it again to the 
former, on Conditions very difadvantogeous to them, and different from thofe on which they fird: 
held it. 

14. It appears that by the new Arrangement made by Mr. Barwell, Coja Keworke and Coja 
Michael were permitted to take, in the Name of their Goroaftah Sonaram Paul, another Salt Farm 
called Selimabad, from Joynaraio Gofaul the original Farmer, for the Term of Four Years; and 
that ipftead of paying Mr. Barwell in Salt, as the former Chief had been paid, they were now to 

E ay him the following Sums, as an Emolument of hjs Station, via. Sixty-five thoufand Rupees for 
luccan Savasepoor, and Sixty thoufand Five hundred Rupees for Selimabad, in aU One Lack 
Twenty-five mouland Five hundred Rupees. 

15. It appears by an Account delivered in to the Committee by Mr. Barwell, that he aftually 
received Ninety-eight thoufand Four hundred and Twenty-fix Rupees 4 Annas, in Part of that 
Sum: And the Committee underftand that he has commenced a Profecution againft Coja Keworke 
for the Balance. 

ifi. Laftly. It is reprefented to the Committee by the Petitioner, that Mr. Barwell, a fhort 
Time before his Departure from {)acca in Offober laft, difpofibfred him of both the Salt Farms 
abovementioned, and has let them to another Peribn; which laft A£i of Mr. Harwell's appears to 
be the immediate Occafion of Cc^a Keworke’s laying his Cafe before the Board. 

The Committee, in the Cpurfc of this tedious and perplexed Inquiry, have made it their principal 
Object to colleft and ftate ftich Fafts as might enable the Board to determine who were the real 
Farmers of the Two Farms in queftion, and now far the Company’s intcreft might be affefted by 
the feveral Tranfaftions now brought to Light. The Committee have not entered into the other 
Allegations advanced by Coja Keworke, of various other Sums faid to be extorted) or fradulently 
detained from him by the Two Chiefs of Dacca, Mr. Grueber and Mr. Barwell, or by Mr. 
Harwell’s Banyan, Ram Rutcon, or by Mr. Purling and Joinarain Gofaul) or by Mr. Barwell's 
Jemetdars and Peons, under whofe Cuftody he was confined. The Committee confefs themfelves 
unequal to the laborious Talk of examining and verifying thefe Charges, and muft leave it to Mr. 
Barwell to take fuch Steps as he thinks proper to difprove the Truth of them; at the fame Time, 
tliey cannot bqt obferve, that if fuch Exertions have taken place, to the Ruin or Diftrefs cf the 
Farmers, they will be thereby furnilhed with a Plea for not making good their Engagements with 
the Company. Before any Refolution fiiall be taken by the Board on the FaAs ftated in the pre¬ 
ceding Report, the Committee defire, that the Opinion of every Member of the Board may be 
required on the following Orders of the Court.of Directors, contained in their Letter referred to in 
the Margin, apd on the Claufe of the late A6I; of Parliament relative to Europeans concerned in 
the Inland Trade in Sale. 

Par. 18, 19. “ We have on a former Occafion, in our Letter of the 13th March 1761) 
“ Par, 57, permitted our Servants to bid at the public Sale of the Calcutta Lands ■, but we 
“ could not conceive fuch an Indulgence could ever be conftrued to admit Servants employed in 
“ the Collection of the Revenues of a Province, to fcIcCh out the moft profitable Lands for them- 
“ felves} for fuch is the Light in which this TranfaCtion appears to us, and it is one more ftriking 
Proof of the general Corruption with which all Ranks were tainted, and of the ill Ufc which has 
“ been made ot every Indulgence. We direft a ftriCt Scrutiny into this Affair, and if it proves 
“ true, that you will make a proper Example of the OfFenJers, by difmilfing them out Service, 
This TranfaCtion convinces us of the Ncceflity of (hutting the Door to Abufes ; and we therefore 
^ pofitively order, that no covenanted Servant, or EnglKhman refiding under our Proteftion, (hall 
“ be Offered to hold any Land for his own Account, direCtly or indilreClIy, in his own Name or 
** chat of Others, or be concerned in any Farms or Revenues whatlbcvcri** 


ExtraCk of a Claufe in the Aft of the 13th of His prefent Majcfty, Cap. 63. 

“ And be it further Enafted, That from and after the Firft Day of Auguft One thoufand 
“ Seven hundred and Seventy-four, it (hall not be lawful for any of Flis Majetty|s Subjefts in the 
“ faid Provinces to engage, intermeddle, or be anyway concerned, direftly or indireftly* in the 
“ Inland Trade in Salt, except on the Account of the faid United Company.” 

Ordered, That the foregoing Report do remain fgr Confidcration, 


APPENDIX, 



EXTRACT of the Separate ProceediiiBS of the Committee of Revenue at Fore* William,, id 
Bengal, the uth May 1775* - 

Minute of tL. ^HE Gentlcmcn who compofe.the Committee, being very defirous that the Board fliouH have 
^ upon the Petition of Coja Kaworke, before the Departure of the 

quire inwcoji prefcnt Ship and having repeatedly definu'^to be favoured with the Opinion of the Governor 

com°l»nt' Oenerai and Mr. Barwell, on that Part of'jihe Court of Dire&ors Inftrbfltons, and that Clhule ia 

umA the late A6t of Parliament, which were dubttd in their Report t and having for thefe PurpQfea 

«'“• earncftljr defired the Attendance of the Gt^nor and Mr. Barwell at the Revenue Boatd this 
Evening, but without Effed} they now think they fhould no longer delay act^uitting themlelvei of 
their particular Duty to the Company, by laying before the Board their Sentiments on the Tranf- 
aiftions fet forth by Coja Kaworke, which they have taken fb much Pains to inveftigate. 

Kcfoiutionsin Refolved ift. That Mr. Barwell could not, direAly or indiredbly, rent a Salt Farm from this 
cunfeiuMc*. Government, or appropriate any Part of the Profits of fuch Farm, without a Breach of the 
Company’s pofitivc Orders on this SubjeA. 

ad. That Mr. Barwell himfelf underftood the Company’s Orders in this Senfe, by his not per¬ 
mitting his Name to appear in any Leafc or Contran with this Government for the Farms in 
queftion, and by the Subftitution of the Names of other Perfons as the real Farmers, who in fad 
had no Share in the Profits, nor any Intereft whatfoever in the iSarms, nOr Concern in th: Manage* 
ment. 

3d. That Mr. Barwell has not produced any Leafes or Grants whatfoever from Government, 
in fupport of his Claim to the Salt Farms of Salimabad and Duckinfavagepoor. 

4th. That Mr. Harwell has appropriated to his own Ufe conliderable Sums, arifing from the Sale 
Farms above'mentioned, to the Prejudice of the Company. 

5ch. That Mr. Barwell’s being engaged, intermeddling, or being anyway concerned, diredly or 
indiredly, in the Inland Trade in Salt, from the ift Ai^ufi; 1774, is againft Law. 

6th. That Mr. Barwell’s Declaration, ” that if the prefent Chief of Dacca does not engage in 
“ this Emolument, he thinks himfelf better entitled to it than any Armenian or Bengalee, who 
” would otherwife benefit in his room,” implies a Determination in him not to relinquilh the above 
Emolument, if Mr. Rous declines accepting it. 

7th. That the preceding Declaration is againft Law. 

8ch. That Coja Kaworke and Michael are the only Perfons who appear to have had in fad the 
original Management of the Farms in queftion, or upon whom the Company could have had a 
Claim, fuppofing the Quantity of Salt conirafted for had not been delivered 5 and that thefe Perfons, 
in February 1774, were difpoffefled of the Farms, and afterwards reftored to them, by the folc 
Authority of the Chief, without any Order of the Council of Dacca. 

9th. That the Sums received by Mr. Barwell on account of the Farms, whether voluntarily paid 
or violently extorted from Coja Kaworke and Michael, do not invalidate their Right to the 
Farms. 

loth. That Coja Kaworke and Michael fhould be put into Poffeinon of the Two Farms, for the 
Remainder of the Term of the original Leaie, on Condition of their making good to the Company 
all Balances which may be now due on account of their Engagements as Securities for the nomind. 
Farmers, and of their delivering to the Company the additiond Quantity of Ten thoufand Maundi 
of Salt Annually, which bad bm collufively referved for the Ufe of the Chief of Dacca. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be read, from Mr. Nicholas Grueber to the Provincial Council 
at Dacca, dated 29th April 1775. 


To Mr, Ciia' WT B. Rous, Chief, &c. Prov’ Council of Dacca. 

Gentlemen, 

I have received your Letters of the 17th and aoth Inftant, with their fcveral Inclofurcs, 

In anfwer to Coja Kaworke’s ^claration, that 20 R* per 100 Maunds was deduced from hu 
Advances in the Firft Year hiif^alt Contrad, amounting to 12,000 Rupees, whtcH he <^$'he 
was told was given to defray the Cha^of the Committee who made the Salt Contfoift'qti tiK 
Fart of the Company, in my Name as vhid’, when at Diycca i ' the one for Duckenfavi^t^r ‘^as 
in the Name of Radachurn Deo, on the Part of Cqja Kaworke, for 50,000 M***, at to R’wrioo 
Maunds •, and, agreeable to the Terms of bis Contr^, he was to have an Advance ^ ^ per 
190 M* for any Quantity of fur^ Sak be delivereds' d»4dn confcquence of his private 
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%ittl tlw Corainitta hi my Mame, u lieUveir ^600 M'*, at 69 Rupaa pet too M“ ■, t paid 
nim the {ull AnnoMnc of 50,000 M^undsi at 60 Ruc^ per 100 Mavindst and for the renaining 
to,<000 MaundSi which compleated the 6 o,ooq M’^, I paid him 85 RupMs per 100 Maiinds^, 
and the Di&eretice of the Sum received by Coja Kaworkei and hit Contraft With tbh tTompahy, is as 
follows t vi:ta 

Difference of the Pricb of )iis Cohtra^b with t^e Company for 50,000 Mautids, ahd his private 
Agreemeilt for the fame (^antity — R* 10^000 -<>- ~ 

Difference between the additional Price the Company engaged to give for any fbrplut 
Salt, and the Price paid Goja tCaworke for the 10,000 being 20 R* per too 
Maunds ^ — -.i —s i-i r* i.obo — — 

Which Sum I paid the Committee at their Reijuefi; before their Departure from Dacca, and 
mmburfed rnyfelf oufc of the Advances direAed to be paid for the Provifioh of the Salt. Further- 
more, Goja Kaworke readily confented to the Deduction of 12,006 Rupees being made out of hts 
Advances, and doringmy ChicffUip he never ei^refTed the leaft DifTatisfaClion. 

In anfwcr to Coja^awurke’s Declaration refpefling the 10,00b Mabnds bf Salt he affirms td 
have delivered me, I candidly acknowledge to have received that Quantity jointly with other Gen¬ 
tlemen of the Fa£lory, in confe^uence of nis Offer to provide the above Quantity at 60 Rupees per 
Hundred Maunds; the Amount Of which I paid him in Two Kifts *, and the only Benefit I reaped 
from this joint Tranfa^ion was 3 A*. 3 P*. being my Proportion of 16/. Excluflve of the ajjve 
10,000 Maunds, he made me an Offer of a further Surplus, which I refuled to accept. 

Permit me to obferve, that before this Branch of Trade was taken by the Company, the Chief, &c. 
reaped a confiderable Profit from this Article, in Proportion to their Stations •, 1 therefore thought 
fome fmall Advantage might be admitted, in Compenfation of being deprived of this valuable Branch 
ot Trade as a Perquifite of my Station, though hot avowedly ^ and in this Light I received it. P 
prefume it could not be imagined I could fupport my Station with the neceffary Dignity on my Sa¬ 
lary, much jefs enable iile to lay up a Sufficiency to return to my native Country, after many Years 
Service^ fufiering the numberlefs Iiicdnveniencies attending the Severity of this Climate. I con- 
fidered that Emoluments were reaped in all Offices, and this triflii^ one, as fuch, annexed to m ne; 
I therefore benefitted thereby with lefs Scruple, and admitted the Gentlemen of the FaAory to fhare 
the Concern with me. 

I flatter myfelf, after this fair Reprefentation bf Matters of Fsl£t, I fhall not be liable to Repit- 
henflon, either from my Superiors in India, or my Honourable Mafters} for, no Doubt, they are' 
lenflble the Expences unavoidably attending my Station were great in Comparifon to my Salary. 

Pacca, 1 am, &;c. 

April agth 1775* (Signed) Nich* Griieber. 
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Extract of Bengal Revenue Confultations, dated the 20th Otflober 1775. 

^ H E Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter from Mr. Barwell, Which has bceff 
■*“ referred to him by the Secretary of the General Department, together with the Papers accom¬ 
panying it. 


Sir, 


To J. P. Auriol, Efquirie. 

As t do not find thfc acebmpanying Papers annexed tp the Qoverntneht’s Appeal, which I iin- 
derftand it owing to a Suppofition that they had been delivered in by me independently, 1 beg 
you will pafs them in Circulation, and enter them as read and referred to the Rev^ue Department; 
for I bdieve the Papers relative to the Subjed are on Record in that Department. 


Friday'. 


: on Record in that Department. 

I am, flee. 

Rich* BarWeft; 


To the Honourable Warren Haflings, fifqulre, OoVCroor Oencral, flee. Fort William; 

Honourable Sir, . . ., 

. As I am too late for the public Packet,- ^ requeft the Favour bf ybvf to forwa^ Co the HonbunAIe 
the Court of Directors the accompanying Minutes Pnder the R^ulations and reftriftive Ordeh of 
^Honourable Company, I cannot, through any ocher Qiannel than the iubJio Records of the 
' Sii.. Com. Rbp. IX. rN* Government 
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Governmeni of yoorfelf, addrefs rhe Honourable Cobrt of Dircftors. 1 flatter myfelf^’lhetefort^ 
you will cxcufe this Trouble; and if the Subject of ^ Minute is of that Importance as th yottr 
Opinion to claim the immediate Attention of the Honourable the Court of Direftors, you wiil be 
pleafed to lay it before them. 

Calcutta) I am, See. 

19th May 1775. (Signed) Rich' Barwell. 


Mr. Barwcll’s Minutes in keply to the Proewdings and RefolutionS of the Committee appointed 
for invelligating the Complaints of Coja Kaworke Simon, relative to the Salt Farms of Duc- 
kenfavagepore and Salimabad, 

A very tedious and voluminous Examination has taken place with refpedt to a Faff, plain in itfelf, 
and, if cleared from that Cloud of Obfeufity with which it has been purpofcly involved, Ample and 
unintricate. Kaworke and Michael are Truflees or Securities for the jufl; Performances of a certain 
Contraft with the Company. They arc not Contraftors, they never could conceive themfelvcs as 
fuch, nor have they any Proofs to produce of it j the very Pottah given to Kaworke by Mr. 
Grueber, which he produces as a Title Deed to the original Contraft, exprefsly ruins his Claim, 

J oints out Radachurn Dey, in the flrongcfl; Terms, as the Sudder, and makes over to him all 
.ight. Power, and Privilege as fuch. The Armenian then fliles Radachurn his Gomaflah, and 
prcfently after affirms, that there is no fuch Perfon as Radachurn, and that it is a fiAitious Name, 
and that he told a Perfqn, whom he had never before feen, to call himfelf Radachurn, and to 
cake.the Contrad upon his Account} yet the Firft Sheet of the Dacca COnfultations prefents with 
the Examination of this Radachurn, and with his own Acknowledgment that he contrafted for 
the Salt, that he was ordered by Tilluck Baboo to prefent the Propoms, and not by Kaworke. The 
Armenian's Account is therefore very little to be credited} and, as I have bbftrved in my Letter, 
was merely intended to fereen himfelf from the Profccution I have commenced againft him in the 
Supreme Court of Jullice, which was the only Plac6 where this Affair was properly cognizable: 
Neverthelefs, all this Prevarication tends to prove, that Kaworke was not the Principal it) the Farm, 
but always aAcd under fome Authority or other, which indeed he well knew to be the Chief of the 
FatJlory. The State of the original Contraft is chiefly thisThfe Gentlemen of the Committee of 
Circuit were ordered univcrlally to appropriate the Salt Branch to the Benefit of the Company, 
which had till then produced no Profit or Advantage whatever to Government, but was altogether a 
Source of private Emolument to Individuals. The Chief and other Gentlemen at Dacca had always 
enjoyed a Part of this Trade, together with any Merchants, Natives, or others, who chofe to en¬ 
gage in it. It was impoffiblc, from the Nature of the Bufinefs, and from the Multitude of Tranf- 
a^fions which the Committee of Circuit were obliged to attend to, that they fhould make a minute 
inveftigation into the abfolute and entire Profits that might be made to accrue from this Source, 
erpeciafly as it had never belonged to the Public, and conlequently there did not exifl one public 
Papet’Or Account to-gutde-their Search ^ and-as k was an entirely new Acquifition to the Company, 
they probably were eager to fecure any certain Advantages without Rifle, rather than by raifing the 
Terms too high, to run the Chance of a fevere Lofs % and thought, that after a Trial of the Firft Five 
Years, fo compleat an Infight would be gained of the Bufineft, that the next Leafe might be pro¬ 
portioned more nicely to the real State of the Hrqfits forthcoming. It muft have been with thcle 
Views that they advertifed for Propofals. The Chief at Dacca was no Doubt vexed to lofe, ac 
One Blow, fo confidcrable a Part of his Subfiftcnct; which indeed plainly appears from Mr. Grueber's 
Acknowledgment, and tried every Method ftill to fecure to himfelf a Chance of future Benefit; 
therefore, when the Propofals were to be given in to the Committee fcaled, he offered to take the 
Farm at the fame Terms with the loweft Contraftor, under the Name of a Native. I am here 
aWare of the Objection that has been made to the Englilh taking Farms under the Names of lifa- 
lives, as prohibited by the Company’s Orders; and I rtiuft deviite a little upon this. 

It has been generally underftood, that the Scope and Tendency of the Ifonourable Company’s 
Prohibition of Farms to Europeans, meant only to exclude fuch as could nut pofTibly in their own 
Perfons come under the Jurifduftion of the Dewanny Courts of Adawlet, becaulc, upon any Failure 
oLEngagemeiit, upon any Corpplaint of unjuft Oppreffion, or ocher Caufc of Dil'content what- 
foever, it was ruppofed 'an 'Eur^ean might fereen himfelf from the Procefs of the Country ^Judi¬ 
cature; but it never ^s foppofed thin an European of Credit and Rcfponfibility was abrblutely fo- 
capacitated from holding ceFtfin Tenures under the Satffbion and Authority of the Country 
Laws, or from becoming'Seeuriiy for fuch Native Farmers, Contraftors, &c. as he might proe^ft 
and employ. Thus, when any*Farm was to be leafed, or any Contradb to be let upon Propofals 
delivehra in lealed to the Supreme Officers of Revenue, &c. it was never doubted that any Englilh- 
man might fubftitute a Native Indian to give in Propofals with the other Bidders, upon the fame 
Chance with them all, and with the fame Advantages to Government. By the Subfticutioo of an 
Indian Natiie, the Obtdienee .fo all Ordiets, Laws, Cuftoms, and Dunes of tbe.Countiy Courts 
and Offices was anfwered, and qo poffible Injury could arife to the Government, which was always 
held to accept of the moft advantageous Offers, from whatever Quarter they nl^t ^ptodecd. I 
Ifaure ne^-heard the Doubt•fotSted^.-whShei' ih European might become Security for an)rNative 
lodiaa Vhaidvec, for tlv Peifonrtbifo'of ituTy EagageAiinc, eith^ public or prtvace; or whifoer be 
I J. . I . J t r , ’•mijlhc 
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JnigHt % ic€Ofi4ary Porchafc or Contraft un^er.a Native, of and, for any Office or Grant held 
tandcr Government by fuch Native, and immediately vefted in himfelf. It has always been fup. 
•twled in the A-fllrmativc i and Rcafon and Jullicc fully warrant the Opinion. Neither do I believe 
It can be proved that any Lofs whatever haa at any Time been futiained on the Part of Go- 
vernmenc, by fuch Interpofition of tiuropcans as collateral Securities for voluntary Propofals and 
ICointraiilftexecuted between Native Indians and the Company. . 

It is in this Light that 1 have always viewed the Concraft for the Dacca Salt 1 Propofals 
wer-e delivered in by various Perfons, at Rates unknown to each other, and proportioned to their 
refpe6k;ve Ideas of the Produce that might poffibly be realized. If the Gentlemen of the Com¬ 
mittee of Circuit gave the Contradk to luch Pciibn as had tendered the moft advantageous I'crm 
for die Company, they had nut only a Right, but an abfolute Injunflion for fo doing; and tho’ 
the Contradf was made out in the Name of Radachundry, for the Reafons I have above (fated, yet 
they well knew that the Chief at Dacca was the Peri'on immediately refpunfible. 

And certainly the Tranfaftion, when beheld in this View, was neither improper in the Gentle¬ 
men of the Circuit, fraudulent on the Part of the Chief, nor in any Manner whatfoever difadvari- 
tageous to the Company. It was not, it could not, be then afeertained whatjProSt might accrue 
to the Contradtors; there was a Poffibility of aLof's; and if any Gain could arife from it, every 
Step that human Prudence could didfate was taken to fecure it to the Company, by a politive 
Injundtion, that ail the Salt at any Time to be made Ihould be brought into the Company's 
GoUhs, and for the Company’s foie Ule, and with a fevere Penalty annexed to all contraband 
Dealings. If the Committee of Circuit did not accept of the moft profitable Ofters^ if the then 
Chief, l>y any Collufion wliatever, procured Terms too favourable to himfelf, tie and they muft 
anfwer it—I utterly difclaim all Knowledge of it. 1 did indeed hear and conceive that Mr. Grue- 
ber had, by an After-Agreement, upon me Acceptance of his Prc^ofals, ftipulatcd to give fome 
Share of the Contrail; to the Committee; but never, till his own Confeflion, had I conceived the 
fmalleft Idea that he had bargained with them in the Manner he afterts; and even now I am un¬ 
willing to give the Belief: But I again repeat, that with this Part of the Tranfaftion I have not the 
fmalleft Concern. Upon my afluming the Cbieflhip, 1 took the Contraft bona fide, as a fair, war¬ 
rantable, and juft Agreement between the Company and tlie Chief, defeended to me, in which great 
Parc of the Profit was.fare to center with the firft, and all the Rilk and every Contingency fell 
' upon the latter. I therefore fet about icriouHy to confidcr by what Means 1 might carry, to its 
furtheft polfible Extent, the Profits upon this Engagement, both to my Employers and myfelf; I 
obferved, that my PredccclTor had not fo fcrupulouUy attended to the public Advantage as his 
Station required; and 1 was very forry that his SanAton had warranted the contraband Sale of the 
Commodity which was exprefsly relerved for the Company, I was not however fo eager for a Rc- 
trofpedion, which is always invidious, and very feldom profitable, as to Iccure the public Good 
and -my own Charafter in the future: I therefore utterly refufed every Tender made to me by the 
Armenians, who then were the Sub-Agents for the Salt Provilions; and employed myfelf, from 
September 177.!} to February 1774, in making the necclTary Inveftigations into the Nature of the 
Contrail, the Mode of its Operations, and the Refult of its Advantages. And after the minuteft 
Enquiries, when 1 had afeertained the Proportions of the Profits juftly due to me upon the En¬ 
gagement, and the neceflary Share of Advantage that ought to be allowed to the inunediate Agents 
in the Work,, I fettled my own Demand, as the Armenians themfclves confefs, at 10,000 Rupees 
Icfs than were-offered me by other Merchants on the Spot. Were there no other Proofs of my im¬ 
mediate Title to the Contnidt, ihefc voluntary Offers from indifferent Perfons, plainly point out 
the Senfe of the whole Province concerning my real Property therein. 

The fcvcral Modes in which the Armenians paid the Money ftipulated between us, though 
wonderfully enlarged and commented upon in the Courfe of the Proceedings in Calcutta, have nut 
the fmalleft Concern with the real Objeift of Difpute before us. Payments of Money muft be made 
according to the Abilities of |hc Debtor, according to the Cuftoms of the Country, and to the 
feveral collateral Connedbions of both Parties; therefore the long Examination of the People through 
whofe Hands the Money paffed, the various Articles of Accounts voliiminoudy fpread out, and me 
infidious, Method of ftaiiijg the feveral Proceedings on either Side refpt'fling the Receipt and Pay¬ 
ment of the Debt, are totally foreign to the Purpofc, and, after my Acknowledgement to have 
tcceived as much as they pretend to charge me with immediately upon the Account, altogether 
fuperfluQus. 

> I avow, that the only Ofience againft my Employers which I could have committed upon this 
Cointradb, would have been to have engaged in a contraband Produce and Sale of Salt; a Meafure 
which, upon the Face of all my Proceedings, I appear moft rigidly to have avoided; and upon the 
very firft Notice or SuCpicion of fuch contraband Trade, I inftantly difpatchcd an Aumeen effec¬ 
tually to put a Scop to it. He has been clofely examined at .Dacca, and I think no Teftimony could 
pofllbly nave fpbken plainer in my Behalf, or more clearly have (hewn the Uprightnefs of iny In* 
tentions. Buffunc Roy’s Examination, though he was the only Perfon I examined before the Com¬ 
mittee, excepting the immediate Complainant, alfo fully acquits me of every finifter View, proves 
that the Company’s Intereft was my ultimate Scope of Action, and that 1 always made my own 
. Advantage fubferyieoc and fecondary to that of the Public. 

Having now clearly explained my own original Sentiments upon the Nature df this Contr.iff, 
I muft pmcced in courlc to animadvert .upon Part of, (he Order of the Court ofDireAors, and 
that Ckule in the late A^ -of Parliament, wnicb -art quoted in the Report of tiic Committee, before 
« J fpcak 
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1 oF tlie very extr&ordihaPy Refolutiohs VrhJch havfc been taken in conFequence of thtfe PrQi 
CtiedihgSk 

This Order ia cxprcfsly founded on the Abufcs faid to have been committed by Eurojieaha oA 
farming Lands from the Company. Thefc Abufes being immediately cognizable by the Country 
CoUrts» which had not efiiidual Power over fuch Engliflt as would avow their Connexion with the 
Company^ and claim its Protcftion, were frequently without Remedy ; confequently the bcft 
Method to fervc the Company, according to the Spirit of their Order, was to procure a thorough 
Check and Reform for all thefc Abufes. I have already ihewn, that this was effectually done by tne 
Subftitution of a native Indian, who could and muff, at all Times, be amenable to the native 
Courts of Adawlet j but if the Order be conftrued ftill more rigidly, it cannot extend to the Prohi¬ 
bition of an European becoming Security to Government for the Performance of the Terms of any 
Leafe, on the Part of a native Leffee; fuch a Prohibition, fo wide in Extent, if minutely put in 
Execution, would fully eradicate* all Contieftion and Confidence between Man and Man, and leave 
an European I'carce a fingle Poffibility of Connecting himfelf with the People among whom he is 
obliged to refide. But it cannot be fuppofed to have fuch a Meaning, the Words do not exprefs it, 
and the Context does not authorize fuen a Conciufion. It is not pretended that an European has 
ever done more, fince that Order, than offer himfelf as Security for a Native; and in a Place like 
Bengal, where Property was fubjcCl to perpetual Fluctuation, no Man would become Security for 
another without fome Confidcracion that might be fuppofed equivalent to his Rilk. But if this 
Ordet is applied to the Cafe immediately in Agitation, I utterly deny that I am in anyway obnoxi¬ 
ous to it. The Queftlon is concerning a ContraCt for the Manufactory of a particular Commodity, 
not the Farming of a Quantity of Land; and is no more coercive upon me for the Produce, Salt, 
than on any Man who (hall have made a Contract for Cloths fabricated at the Aurungs, on account 
of the Land whereon the Cotton was raifed from whence the Cloths were made. 

With regard to the Claufc in the ACt, I profefs the moft explicit Obedience; I take it in the 
literal Senfe, whereby I am forbid to engage, intermeddle, or be any way concerned, dircCtly or 
indirectly, in the Inland Trade in Salt, except on the Account of the faid United Company. Can any 
Thing be clearer I was engaged in the Salt Bufinefs for the abfolute Account and Benefit of the 
Company. 1 lecured to them every Advantage my Superiors pretended to reap, or to have a Right 
to reap, or that could be reaped for the Part of the Company, and I ftood between them and 
every Lofs they could fuffain. The Company difclaimed the Ri(k, and the furplus Profit was the 
Equivalent to it. If by my Care, or my Management, their Advantages could be increafed, furely 
I had a Right to the natural Compenfation for the Trouble, which was on my Part voluntary. 
The moft that was ever defined or infifted on, on the Part of Government, was to receive all the 
Salt that was or could be made^ at certain Rates; the ftipulated Qiiantity was all of which they 
could inforcc the Manufactory. The Surplus was to be made, or not to be made, at the Choice, 
Ability, or Induftry of the Contractor* and the only Condition was, that he Ihould deliver it to the 
Company. If I exerted all my Endcayp^fs to increafe the Salt Manufactory, and to bring it all 
to the Company’s Account, 1 aCked as tbqir Servant in the ftriCteft Senfe, and promoted their 
Intereft to the fartheft Poffibility. If the Company received the Salt at the cheapeft Rate, and fold 
it at the moft profitable *, if all that was or coul^ be manufactured, was thus effectually brought to 
their Account; can it be ocher than indifferent to them, who (hould receive the occafional and Sub¬ 
profits upon their own fixed Price; aod would they not naturally wilh, that he who could make the 
Engagement turn out molt to their Emolument, Ihould have the Preference ? I fay therefore, that 
in the ftriCteft Senfe, and under the very Words of the ACt of Parliament, I engaged in Salt on tb§ 
Account of the Company. But I was willing to carry my Obedience (till further, and to avoid a Poffibi¬ 
lity of Cenfure from the moft cavilling Difpoficion. I therefore, according to the Orders of the faid 
ACt, which allows to every Perfon 9 Months, from the ift Day of Auguft 1774, for the Difpofal 
of all Concerns that may in any Manner b* deemed repugnant to the true Intent and Meaning of 
the faid ACt, have within that limited Term* difpofed of all my Right and Title to the faid Con¬ 
tract of Salt for a certain Confidcracion, and for the Ufe and Benefit of the immediate Chief of 
Dacca, if he chufes to accept it, whom I look upon as my legal Succeffbr in the Poffeffion of the 
faid Contracts: As he has not chofen it, I look upon mvfelf as naving a better Title to it than any 
Armenian or Bengally, who might happen to be my Sub-agent. 

1 am forty to obferve it advanced in the Preamble to the Kefolutions of izth May, that the 
Gentlemen (hould have fo carncftly entreated my Attendance at the Revenut Board on that Day 
without EffeCl •, becaufe I was « that Time but juft recovered from a Fever, and the Council had 
fat that Day till 6 o’Clock in tv Evening: If therefore my Attendance upon this Bulinefs was of 
fuch material Importance, it would have made but little Difference to have deferred it till the nexc 
Day, rather than to infill upon compleating it that very Evening, when they were well perfuaded 
that my Indil^ofition abfolutcly made it impoffible for me to attend. 

1 come now to the Refolutions, the End of all the Arguments which 1 have already fee forth. 

Refolved Flrft, That Mr. Harwell I have already Ihewn my Senfe upon this Article in 
could not, dircCtly or indircCtly, rent another Place, and need only here exprefs my Surprife, 
a Salt Farm from this Government, that I Ihould beihe Perfon caded upon' to anfwer for the 
or appropriate any Part of the Tranfaftion, e¥tn fuppofing it contrary to the Company’s 
Profits of fuch Farms, without a Orders. Impartiality (hould have led them to level the 
Breach of the Company’s pofitive Stroke at the immediate and original Settlers of the Bufxnels j 
Orders on this SulHCtt. for rnyfclf* it is fufficient to fay, that in the Names of Black 

People 
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ir ^' People I found the Salt Contrafis of Dacca had been taketi 
' b)r the Chieft and had been a Source of Advantage to his 

Station, antecedent to the Time I was advanced to it: Had 
it ever been objedled to my Predeceflbr, that he had tranf- 
greiTed his Orders, or that his Title to the Contrails was 
null and void, 1 fhould then have been upon my Guard, 
and have inveftigaied more minutely at the Time the real 
Grounds upon which I held the Salt Provifion. But not 
even the Sufpicion of fuch Objection had taken Place: 
The Contraft defeended-to me peaceably, and in full 
PolTcffiort*,. as luch enjoyed it, and I have aflbrtcd my 
Right to it in the Supreme Court of Judicature. I am Hill 
tnore fuiprifed, that after the Refolution which declares my 
Incapacity to hold the Contrad as derived from the original 
Potta, even then the Rights of thofe who firib executed the 
Potta, and to whom it was fully conveyed under die Name 
of Rada Churn by the firft Perwanna or Duduck, which 
direSs the Beparries, Peckars, Molungees, and Officers of 
the Government, to condder Rada Churn to be the Parmer, 
to receive to Advances, and to deliver the Salt to hitni 
fhould not be once called in queftion. Why Ihould I bear 
the whole Force of the Storm, who Ihould evidently be 
(heltered by my Predeceffor ? whom alonc^ if in any Perfon, 
the Tranft^ion could be culpable i in me, the Secondaryt 
Succeffion rendered it innocent. 

Refolvcd ad. That Mr. Harwell I have already obviated this Affertion in my former State- 
himfclf underftood the Company’s nient of the Cafe. 

Orders in this Senfe, by his not per¬ 
mitting his Name to appear in any 
Leafe br Contraft with this Govern; 
ment for the Farms in queftion, and 
by the Subftitution bf the Name of 
other Perfons as the real Farmers, 
who in faft had no Share in the Pro- 
fits, nor any Intcreft whatfoever in 
the Farmers Concern in the Manage- 

Refolvcd 3d. That Mr. Batwcll The whole Proctfs of the Tranfaftions fhew, tiiat the 
has not produced any Leafes or Armenians aded under feme Authority or other; that they 
Grants whatfoever from the Govern- were accountable to that Authority, and that the Contrac- 
ment, in SuMort of his Claim to the tor upon the public Account was a nominal one: That 
Salt Farms or Sclimabad and Duken- «ll the Sub-Agents of the Bufincfs were under the Autho- 
favagpore. tity of tl« Chief, and confcquently that the Right was never 

doubted to center in him. 

Refolvcd 4th. That Mr. Harwell I deny it utterly. The Company only claimed, and 
has appropriated to his own Ufc con- were only to receive, all the Salt that was or could be made, 
fiderable Sums of Money arifing from at certain Prices fettled by public Authority long before 
the Salt Farms above mentioned, to my Arrival at Dacca. They did receive all fuch Salt, or 
the Prejudice of the Company. atlcaft all my Endeavours were exerted to procure it for 

them; and as foon as I had the hrft Account of Malversa¬ 
tions, I ufed all my Influence and Authority to fupprefs 
the contraband Trade, and to recover the Company’s 
Dues. If 1 had been remifs in the AlFair, let me alk, who 
could have done the Company any Service ?—That I have 
appropriated td mf own Ufc confiderabJe Sums of Money 
■ I have no Occofidn'to conceal -, but not one Farthing to the 
Prejudge of the Company; and it is altogether abi'urd to 
fuppofc; that if I had totally waved my Claim to all the 
Money I have received. One Shilling would or could pof- 
fiblv have come into the Public Treafury; the Company 
could but have received all the Safe manufaflured, and 
have paid for it at the Rate of their own Contradt. Can 
any Thing be more contradiftory to common Senfe and 
Rcafon, than to aflert, in one Place, that the Company is 
.antitied to certain Conditions, on a certain public Leafe; 
and again, that, excluflve of thofe Conditions, the Company 
|a entitled to the Profit made by the Lcfll'cs? Admitting 
the Lcafct which i» riot attempted to be queftioned, it is 
evident the only Right the Company have, is in the Con- 
Sel; CoUt REPi .• 0 • * ditibns 
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Rcfolved 5tli. That Mr. Barwelt’a 
being engaged, intermeddling, or be¬ 
ing any way concerned, direftly or 
indiredtly, in the Inland Trade in Salt, 
from the ill of Auguil 1774, is 
againll Law. 


Rcfolved 6th. That Mr. Barwcll’s 
Declaration, “ that if the prefent Chief 
** of Dacca does not engage in this 
** Emolument,he thinks himlelf better 
*' entitled to it than any Armenian or 
'* Bengallee, who would otherwife be- 
ncBt in his Room,” implies a Deter¬ 
mination in him not to relinquilh the 
above Emolument, if Mr. Rous de¬ 
clines accepting it. 

Refolved yth. That the preceding 
Declaration is againll Law. 


Rcfolved 8th. That Cda Kawdi'ke 
and Michael are the only Perfons who 
appear to have had the original Ma¬ 
nagement of the Farms in qucRion. 
or upon whom the Company could 
have had Claim, Tuppofing the Quan¬ 
tity of Salt contra&ed tor had not 
been delivered-, and that thefc Per¬ 
fons, in February 1774 were difpof- 
fefled of their Farms, and afterwards 
reftored 
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ditions under which it it granted j and thofe Conditions 
being once performed, any Benefit beyond them can only 
center with the Contrador or Farmer. The Competition 
therefore, I juftly obferve, is between the Armenians and me, 
in which the Public have no Interell; and that they mud 
either account to me, or I to them, as (hall be adjudged by. 
the Supreme Court of Juftice, upon the Profccution I 
have commenced againll them. 


1 am not obnoxious to this Obfervation. As I have before 
proved all other Arguments and Confiderations of my 
Right and Title to the Contrad being waved in this Cafe, 
I had full Power, Licence! and Privilege, by this very Ad, 
taliObme the further Period of 9 Months, from the z(l 
of Auguft.1774, todifpofe of all my Concerns and Pro- 
p^y whatfoever in fuen Articles as are prohibited by the 
laid Ads within which Period, as I have already obferved, 1 
difpofed of all my intereft in the Salt Contrads for a certain 
Specified Confi^ration. But though the executive Power of 
Govemtnent in this Country is lodged in the Hands of 
the Governor General and the Supreme Council, I never 
before heard, or fufpeded, that any Legidative Authority, or' 
Power of adual Decifion upon Points of Law, relied with 
General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis : I 
was therefore much allonilhcd when 1 found it had been 
folemnly pronounced, th.ic my Adions were againji Law. 
The ufual Mode in Quell ions of Law, is to demand the 
Opinions of the Bench of J udges, or of the Chancellor s 
has this been done ? if it has, it Ihould have been declared, 
and Counfel Ihould have been granted to Ihew Caufc why 
they were not againll Law. Had thefe Forms been 
obferved, a Decree afterwards pronounced againll me 
would have been decilive -, but then the prefent Refolutions 
could not have been fecretly fent Abroad without aKnowledge 
given me of my Accufation, and a rcafonable Time allowed 
me for my Defence. 


If this Refolution regards the Time already clapfed, I do 
avow the Determination therein fuppofed to be implied, and 
will maintain it, until fome Armenian or Bengallee mall prove 
himfelf better entitled to it than myfelf s which Proot 1 do 
not cxpefl or mean to acquiefee in from any Decifion of 
this Board, but from the final Sentence of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, where I have commenced a Suit, and 
where, and where only, I alTcrt that it can legally and pro¬ 
perly be heard. 


This Refolution upon a Point of Law is Hill more extra¬ 
ordinary than the former. Waving the Right I have to be 
heard by Counfel, I would alk w&rein my Declaration is 
againll Law? If with regard to the Time paft; 1 have 
moft demonllrably proved that the fame Law has ex- 
pre&ly provided me a Plea, by the Grant of Nine Months 
Allowance i If with refpefl to the Remainder of the Term 
under which the Contraa there alluded to is held} I anfwcr, 
chat I have alreat^ availed myfelf of the Remedy preferibed 
^ Law in my Cafe, by difpofing of my Interell in the 
.C^traft within the limited Term. This Refolution, how¬ 
ever, as well as the 5th, are totally void, for want of Right 
in Jthe Board to refolve, in the fmallcll Degree, what is or 
what U not Law. 


This Refolution is in great Meafure refuted or explained 
in my former Narrative; but for a more compleat Refu¬ 
tation of it, 1 refer to my Anfwer to the ictfh Refolution, 
which in » • ^Member of this, and therefore all 1 can 
fay upon the on<^ will have equal ContWftion with the 
ocher. 
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feftored CO them by the foie Autho¬ 
rity of the Chief, without any Order 

of the Council of Dacca. * 

Refolved gth. That the Sums re- No •, becau& I hive proved they never had a Right to the 
ceived by Mr. Harwell in account of Farms j and their own Papers have confirmed my Aflcr- 
she Farms, whether voluntarily paid, tions. 
or violently extorted from Coja Ka- 
worke and Michael, do not invalidate 
their Right to the Farms. 

Refolved lOth. That Coja Kaworke Thd* by the 8th Refolution of the Majority it is remarUedi 
and Michael fliould be put into Pof- that the Management of the Salt Manufadure had been 
felTion of the Two Farms for the Re- entrafted to the Armenians, ho Notice is taken of the 

mainder of the Term of the original Abufe for which they were deprived of the Management. 

Leafe, on Condition of their making The Keafon it plaint thefc Abufes were of a public Nature, 
good to the Company all Balances diftind and entirely unconneded with their private Agree- 
which may be now due on account ment for certain Profits to me, and of courle incapacitated 
of their Engagement as Securities thena from being continued in Employ by the Company, 
for the nominal Farmers, and of their even if they had been in the firft Inttance Farmers or Con- 
delivering to the Company the addi- traders of Cksvernment. By their Engagements under me, 
tional Quantity of 10,000 Maundsof as Chief of Dacca, they were to anfwer all the Conditions 
Salt annually, which had been collu- of the public Leafe; One was, to deliver all the Salt they 

fively referved for the Ufc of the manufadured to the Company: But inJlcad of this, it is 

Chief of Dacca. proved they clandeftinely conveyed away 12,000 Maunds of 

Salt of the hft Year’s Produce, which had been lodged in 
the Warehoufes, and in the Year they were difmifled, as 
much more as they could eollufively make away with} by 
which Abufe of their Truft they fell feort of the Qiiantity 
exprefsly engaged to be delivered to the Company, about 
Maunds 30,000, in their Contrad with me for the Seli- 
niabad Salts and run o(F all the Surplus made at Dukenfa- 
vagepore •, urging in Excufe, that it was to enable them to 
anlwcr their pecuniary Engagements to me} forgetting, in 
this abfurd AiTertion, it was obvioufly my Intereft that 
they (hould have delivered all the Salt to the Company, 
as in that Cafe 1 could have paid myfelf from the Money 
they would have been entitled to from the Company, and 
have fet it off in Account with them j whereas, by their 
fecretly and clandeftinely running the Salt, I was deprived of 
this SKurity, and obliged, as the Contrador with the Public, 
to pay the Penalty of about 15,000 Rupees, for the 30,000 
Maunds deficient in the Selimabad Contrad. It does not 
appear by any public Paper, nor is it infifted upon by any 
Perfon but by the Armenians thcmfclvcs, that they are in 
the firft Inftance the Contradors (the public Records de¬ 
clare otherwlfc, and the Firft Perwannah or Duftuck iffued, 
direds the Beparrecs, Pycars, Molungecs, and Officers 
of the Government, to confidcr Rada Churn to be the 
Farmer, to receive his Advances, and deliver the Salt to 
him.) Had the Armenians been the Farmers in the Inftance, 
fuch a Perwannah would never have been iffued for efla- 
blifhing their Rights upon the Grant of a Farm to them 
from uie Company. As to the Charge of compulfive 
Means ufed to influence the Armenians to come into the 
Terms they engaged in with me, I declare upon my 
Honour, that aft the Compulfion confifted in my telling 
the Armenians, I had had fuch Propofals made me by others, 
for managing the Salt Farms under me, but as they had the 
Management hitherto, I would continue it to them, if they 
would account with me for 60,000 Rupees in lieu of .ift 
Profits to be derived from the Uukenfavagepore Farmj 
which they accepted, upon Condition I would let them 
manage the Farm of Selimabad, in lieu of the Profits of 
which they would engage to pay me 65,000 Rupees more', 
for Selimabad was a Farm formerly under the Management 
of one Bulram, and on which the Armenians had lately 
entered by an under Concradt with one Joy Narrain, who 
had an under Contrad from Bulram, who in the firft In¬ 
ftance had contraded with my Predeceffor. Now as lomcthing 
mull; be funk in all thele Contrads, and the prime 
7 Right 
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Right was in the Chief, the Armenians Engagements i6 
Joynarrain were in confequence converted into direct En^ 
gagements to mvfelf, who then held the Chieflhip of 
Dacca. This is the State of the Two Contrails or Farms t 
for the Firft, of Savagepore, the Arnnenians were originally 
Securities} for the Second, of Selimabad, they neither ha^ 
originally the Management, or were originally the Secu> 
ritics. One Ramhurry, a nominal Lcflee for the Dacca 
Chief, was Farmer, and Bulram Security, and originally 
entrufted with the Management: Yet, in the 8th Refotu- 
tion. General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis 
fay, Coja Kaworke and Michael are the only Ferfons who. 
appear to have had in faA the original Management of 
tb« Farms in queftion, or. upon whom the Company could 
haW Claim, fuppofing the Quantity of Salt contracted for 
had not been delivered, &c, and in the loth Rcfolution* 
that “ Coja Kaworke and Michael Ihould be put in Pofleilion 
of the Two Farms for the' Remainder of the Term of the 
original Leafe, on Account of tiieir Engagement as Secu¬ 
rities for the nominal Farmcrs,'&c.”-*-Hcnce ic is evident, the 
Pretext on which the Three Members adjudge to Coja 
Kaworke and Michael a Right to the Farm of Savagepore^ 
viz. on their being originally in the Management, and ori- 

f inally Securities for the Farm, cannot be extended to the 
'arm of Selimabad, of which they neither had originally 
the Mana^ment, nor were originally the Securities, but 
came at mil into the Management by a private Sub- 
contraCV, in the Fourth Degree from the original Pro¬ 
prietor, the Chief; and in the Third Degree from the 
oftenfible Security to the Company, Bulram. I confefs, I 
cannot fee what particular Meric has recommended the 
Armenians to the Confideration of the Majority. It cannot 
be for the faithful Difchargc of the Trult they held under 
the Chief of Dacca, to the Company; in that they werd 
notorioufly culpable, and ftand detefted and expofed, by 
their own ConfeflTion, in a clandcftinc Appropriation ro the 
Detriment of the public Revenue. Their affirming they were 
authorized in it by Mr. Grueber, and fhared with him fuch 
Appropriations, is no Excufe it would indeed palliate their 
Omnee, did it not appear to me in the Light of a Fincile 
to involve Mr. Grueber, and utterly to incapacitate him from 
checking all their future collulive Management of the Salt. 
But what Excufc can they make in my Time ? I never war¬ 
ranted any clandellinc Appropriation of the Salt; all my 
Advantages were to derive from a faid Execution of the 
Contract on their Part; and my collateral Security for their 
pecuniary Engagements to me, was the Company’s Trca- 
fury, on which, in the Name of Radachurn Dey, I fhould 
have had Claim in Proportion to the extraordinary Quan¬ 
tities of Salt delivered by the Armenians: It was therefore 
ns obvioufly againlt my Intered as the Interefts of the 
Public, that the Armenians fhould fecrete the Salt manu-o 
faftured by them, as much as it might prove their intereft to 
do it. Next, it cannot be for delivering the full Quantity 
of Salt concraffed fur under me to the Public ; for m Sell- 
mabad they have fallen fhort about 3,000 Maunds, and at 
Dukenfavagepore they have made away with 12,000 
Maunds, after an Account had been gained of it, after 
it had been lodged in the Golahs, (Salt Warchoufes) and 
after it had been fold by the Company. Next, it cannot 
be, that becaufe for thele public Malverfations the Board 
of Dacca, at which Mr. Harwell was Head, deprived them 
of all Conne€iton with the Salt Farms, that they are fitted 
better for the Management of them, and Men more worthy 
of public Truft. If this cannot be, may I aft, in what 
their Merit to public Favour confifts ? Other Farmers 
would have been turned out for far lefs Abufes, and yet 
thefe Men, who were Under-contraftors, detcdled of de¬ 
frauding equally the Public and Individuals, have conferred 
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on them the Rights of their Frincipaj, who they have equally 
dMeiy^ and ibulhdt. If tlteir merit is decided by this 
Crittfnon, they are welcome to their Reward, and I am 
fatisfied with the Obloquy of having difmiflcd them from my 
Agency, and the OpprelHon of having ufurped the Rights 
now decreed to them. 

(Signed) R* Barwcll. 
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COURT'S ORDERS. 

Dated lyth May 1766. 

EXTRACT of Letter from the Court of Diredots to the Seled Committee at Bengal, 
dated 17th May 1766. . ' 

19. ^HIS Tranfadion convinces us of the Neceffity of (hutting the Door to Abufes j and wc 
therefore pofitively order, that no covenanted Servant or Englilhman, refiding under our 
Ptbtedion, (hall be fuffered to hold any Land for his own Account, diredly or indinedly, in his 
own Name, or that of others, or to be concerned in any Farms or Revenue whatfoever. 
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EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 5th February 1777, 

Par. 30. TT is with equal Surprize and Concern, that wc have received your Proceedings re- 
^ fpeding Abufes which have prevailed in letting the Lands, and Collufions pradifed 
in forming Contrads for Salt with the Company. 

31. Wc flatter ourfelves your Invefligation have rendered it UnnecelTary for us to enter minutely 
into all Particulars brought to our View, as you feem determined to ftrike at the Root of every 
Evil difeovered ; and we obferve, with the greatefl: Satisfadion, that your laborious Refearches have 
in general been attended with the defircd Succefs. Your Condud in this invidious Undertaking, 
appears to us highly meritorious, and you (hall not fail to experience our firmeft Support in your 
laudable Endeavours to effed a thorough Reformation of all Abufes, more erpccially of thole 
.which, from their Nature and Confequences, muft have operated to the Diflrefs of the Country 
and to the great Damage of the Company j of which wc might ftill have remained uninformed, if 
Attention to your Duty had not promptw you to commence and profccute Inquiries into fuch 
unwarrantable Tranfadions. 

32. Although it is rather our Wifli to prevent Evils in future, than to enter into a feverc Retro* 
fp^ion of the paft and where Fads arc doubtful, or attended with alleviating Circumftanccs, to 
proceed with Lenity rather than to profecute with Rigour j yet fome of the Cafes are fo flagrantly 
corrimc, and others attended with Circumflanccs fo opprefllve to the Inhabitants, that it would be 
unjulc to fuffer the Delinquents to go unpuniflied. Tne principal Fads have been communicated 
to our Solicitor \ whofe Report, conflrmed by our Standing Counfel, we fend you by the prcllrit 
Conveyance, authorizing you at the fame Time to take Aich Steps as (hall appear proper to be 
purfued. 

33 ; 1 / fiod it neceflfary, we (hall return you the original Covertants of fuch of our Servants as 
remain in India, and have ban any ways concerned in the undue Receipt of Money, in order to 
enable you to recover the fame for the Ufe of the Company, by a Suit or Suits at Law, to be 
inftituted in the Supreme Court of Judicature in Bengal. 


3£I.. Com. Rep. IX, 
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COURT’S ORDERS of 4t!i March 1778, rdative to MclTrs. Barton and Barweli. 

EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bei^al i dated 4th March 1778. 

77 « LN .pur Letter of ..the 5 £h .<itf February: ]t777, juai wecc informed».tbat AUhaughii.«as 
* rather our Wifli to prevent future than to enter into a fevere Retrofpeftion of paft 
Abufes •, yet, as in fome of the Cafes then before us, we conceived there had been flagrant Corrup¬ 
tion, and in others great Oppreflions committed on the Native Inhabitants, we thought it unjufl; to 
fuffer the Delinquents tp pais wholly uiipbnifllad, and therefore authorized^you to take fuch Steps 
as you might think proper to tA'purfuecI on the'Occaflon i acquainting you at the fame Time, that 
we Ihould, if necelTaryt return you the original Covenants of thofe of our Servants who bad been 
concerned in the undue Receipt of Moneys in order to enable you to recover the fame for the Ule 
of the Company t and having re-confidPred the Sut^d, we hereby direfl, That you forthwith com¬ 
mence a Profecution in the Supreme Court of Judicature againfl; the Perfons who compofed the 
Committee of Circuit, or their Reprefentatives, and againft Mr. Grueber, Mr. Barweli, Mr. Bar¬ 
ton, the Reprefentatives of Mr. Sheeles, and all other proper Parties, in order to recover, for 
the Ufe of the Cofiwany». the Amount of all Advantages acquired by the ftveral Petfons above- 
mentioned, or any of them, from or upon the Account of any Contradls made for Salt, or for the 
Provifion of Salt, or for the letting of Salt Lands or Farms in the Diitridts of Dacca, or elfewhere 
in the Province of BedigaU. according to the Opinions of the Company^a Standing Counftl and 
Solicitor, tranfmttted to you in our Dif^atches dated the 5th of February 1777. 

78. You have already b«n furnifhed with the Report of oar: Solicitor (confirmed by our Standing 
Counfel) concerning profecuting the above-named Perfons; and before.'the Receipt, bereofi wc 
trufl: the Arrival or our Advocate General will have enabled you to avail yourfclf of his Aflillance 
in conducing fuch Profecutions. 

79. As Mr. Barweli has acknowledge that the Salt Mhals of Sav^^ore and Selimabad be¬ 
longed to him; that he re-let them to Coja Xaworke, in the Names of^Buflunt'Roy ahT’KIflen 
Deb, on Condition of his accounting with hint (Mr. Barweli) for the Profits to a certain Amount; 
as he has alfo declared, that if a Wifh of adding to his Fortune has warped his Judgment, he will 
neverthelefs fubmit all his'Rights imthe Salt Centrafbtto theCouitof Diredtoit; and chat if ih pttr 
Opimn fuch Right’s rift in the Cohtpany; he Will afecounf to U8‘ for die Idt Shilling, and abide 
implicitly by our Judgment; we therefore think it probable, that Mr. Barweli, ou being ac¬ 
quainted with our peremptory Orders for commencing a Profecution, may be dcfirous of paying 
his Share of Profits on the Salt Traofaeftionfr at Dacca into our Trestfliry; but Ihould this oe the 
Cafe, you muft be well advifed, before you agree to receive the Money, that the Acceptance of any 
particular Shire of the faid Profits for the Uib the Company, will not prejudice their Clums 
upon any of the other Perfons or Parties concerned,' for the Remainder of the laid Profits. 

80. We find our Board of Trade have already commenced a Profecution againft Mr. William 
Barton, one of the Members of the laid Board, for ao,ooo Rupees, faid to have been a BHbe taken 
by Mr. Barton from Bridjoo Deloll, to fupprefs a Complaint made againft him by the Weavers. 
We approve the Proceedings of the Board of Trade in this Refpefl;, and hope due Care has been 
taken, if Mr. Barton really received the Money, to eftablifh the Faft, and to recover the Amount 
for tlic Uie of the Company. 

81. Our Board of Trade have likewife informed us, that under the Head of Aurung' Char^ at 
Luckypore, Mr. Barton has taken a Per-centage upon the Company’s inveftment, amouncmg to 
59,306 Rupees ; and that he pleads Precedent ror this extraordinary Charge. Mr; Barton has alfo 
addrefied us on the SubjeA of a Bond given by him, to repay the Amount of thefc Aurung Charge^ 
unicfs wc lhall think proper to remit the Money, and cancel the Bond. But aa wc cannot admit 
that Mr. Barton could poflibly be ignorant of the Line of his Duty in this Refpefb; or that any un- 
authorized Precedent whatsver could warrant him in charging the Company with Money w^oh he 
never expended; we therefore dire6^, that his Bond be put in Suit, and that Payment- be fbsAly 
enforced without Delay or AbeceipItiK* 

82. The Article of Dufliore, or Commifllon, taken by Mr. Barton and his Predeceflbra on 
Delully, or upon Advances made, mr the Company’s Inveftment, has been another great Abide in 
the conducting of our Bufipefs at Uuekyppre. 

83. The Board of Trade have ftated Mr. Barton’s Receipts on this Account at Rupees 48^571; 
but they leem inclined to compound with him for the Amount of the Addidoh onW which, he 
made to this improper Perquifite during his Reliance at Luckypore. This Modeof Adjuftment we 
utterly difapprove. We are forrY‘Mr, Barton is able, in this Inftance, as in the Cafe of Aurung 
(.'harges, to plead Precedent for Breach of Duty; but we muft ifevertheleft rejeft this Plew; becaufe, 
inftead of imitating his Predecefibrs in an opprellive Cuftom, he ought to have reported the Abuie 
to the Prefulent and Council fo foon as it came to his Knowledge. Whatever Sums have been received 
on account of Duftore, have been unjuftly obtained; nor have we a Doubt but that the Amount has 

3 finaliy 
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finally been added to the Price of our Inveftment} and confequentiy that it has been a clear Lofs to 

84. Anot^cr'^bmplakf igauifi* Mr, B 4 hon 4 onSi^couriftf his* erea^ Inat^ntlon to the forting 
of the Company’s Cloths at Luckypore. And here we find, that Articles of Inveftment whici> 
fhould have been rated under tl^e Letters (C) and (D) have been over-rated, and accounted for as 
Letters (A) {B).' Ahfwfer of wft. ^rtorf.-^tfhd this was art Abufc committed folcly by our 

inferior Servants, is by no, Means fatisfa^ory : It wasjhis Duty to^haye carefully fuperintended the 
forting of Goods, and tp havC' prevented thf Cotbpstrt^'frbtn ^^^^[rtg by undue Prizings. We 
th«wre fully approve the Refoitition of dur B6afd hflTratle, reqUlh'ng Mr. Barton to repay to the 
Company the Lois arifit^from lus MircOnduift in this RIefpeifi;. 

. 85. Although we pals over the great Impropf^ of Mr. Baften*’s''rcCjbiVing, in Payment for his 
Salt, the Money which bad, or ou^t to have been advanced fbr the Prhvifion bf our Invclfment, 
becaufc our Boai^d bf Trade ruppofetio Lpls mriB happdn' fb the Compahy on that Account: yet, 
from the mod: candid Review of Mr. Barton^s Condud; We mtifi: be of Opibidn, that as Profecutioifs 
are actually carrying on againft him by our Board of Trade^ He is, during fuch Proi^cutions at 
leaft, an improper Perfon to hold a Seat at tbat'dcKfrd; and tfiefh/bre we direA chat he be fiifpendcd 
from the Company’s Service, until oor further Pkafuie cohcethi% flirt be known; 
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EXTRACT of the Company's Genetal Letter to Bertgalj da^d 5th April 1776. 

Far. 27. U AVI NG inveftigated the Charges exhibited agaihfi; foriie of the Members of our late 
Adminiftration, we have come to the following Refolutions; , 

** Refolvcd, That it appears that the Condufl: of the late Prefident and Cobncil of Fort William 
** in Bengal, in fufiering Cantoo Babooj the prefertt Governqr General’s Banyan, to hold Farms in 
** different Purgunnahs to a large Amountj or to be Security for fuch Farms, contrary to the I'e- 
nor'and Spirit of the 17th Regulatiort of the Committee of Revenue at Fort William of the 14th 
“ May 1772, and afterwards relinquilhing that Security without Satisfaftion made to the Com- 
** paay, was highly imprt^ctvand has been attended with t^onfiderable Lofs to the Company: That 
** the Governor General and Council be dircAed to prepare an exaft Statement of fuch Lofles or 
“ Damages as the Company have fuftained by their Servants permitting Cantoo Baboo and other 
Perfons to withdraw the Security they had given, and to take the mott effcdlual Mcafurcs for the 
“ Recovery of the fame: And, there being Reafon to expeft by the ncJtt Advices, a further Invcfti- 
“ gation and Elucidation of thofe Charges which refpeft the receiving of Prefents by the lace Pre- 
” fident and Council at Fort William, as the SubjcA was under Confideration of the Governor 
“ General and Council when the Anfon left Bengal •, and as in all Probability Proceedings may have 
** been had thereon befoR the Supreme Court of Judicature, That the Court of Direftors do Ibf- 
“ pend their final Determination on the faid Charges, till further Lights fhall enable them to decide 
“ thereon with Prccifion. 

** RefoWed^ That it appears, chat a confiderable Sum of MoHcy has been given by one of the 
Company’s Tenants, for holding the Sale Farms of Selimabad and Duccan Savagepoor, in tlie 
Diftri£Is of Dacea, over and above the Engagement for thofe Farms to the Company, contrary 
** CO the Letter and Spirit of the iith Regulation of the Committee of Revenue of the 14th May 
** 17721^ and that Mr. Barwell has acknowledged having charged the faid Tenant, for his own Ufe 
** the other Gentlemen of the FaAory, with the Amount of R* 1925,500, for permitting hint 
*’ to hold the (kid Farms.” 

a8. Since paifing the above Refolutions, the Northumberland’s Purfer is arrived with your 
Advices *, and our Concern is much increaied on finding, that improper Influence and Interference 
of our Servants in the Revenue Branch, have been much more ^ncral than we had been led to 
hope was the Cafe» and that, in the immediate Views of private Gain, the Company’s Interell has 
been greatly ncgleded. 

7 g. The Northumberland having been obliged to ftop at Lilbon, fmall Part only of your Con- 
fultacions are yet arrived, and therefore we arc ftill prevented; for want of fuller Information, from 
taking thole immediate and' decifive Meafures, which the Situation of our Affairs in Bengal may 
render nccefifary. 
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EXTRAClT of Company’s General t.e(tei;.tb Bengal tfhe aSth Novca^ber lyjy,. 

Par. 49. JN the 31ft Article of aur.Jnkru^Ipfls,’ dated aptli March i774» we recommended 
the ftn£left Frugality in your,Approval Salaries to.be paid by the Company to the 

Officers of the Supreme Court of Judicature tipoh. the Receipt- of your Advices, fpecifying the 
Amount of Fees and Salaries appointed and ann«tcd to the faid Officers, yre expreffid our Opinion, 
that they were very high, but acquiefeed thfrein for the prefent > fuggeftiqg, howcvqr, our Hopes, 
that in cafe any Alteration Ihould take plaw,j you would not agree to any Plan that fhould not 
he formed with more OEconomy, uapl yoii have tranfmitted the laihe to us for our final 

Determination. ,1 v\r‘ 

50. The nth Paragraph of ydu'r Lett^pf Qie latb of February 17^7, informs us, That the 

Judges had fent you a Lift of aidiUonal and a Propofal to inerfafs the Fees to other particular 

Oj^es alrea^ ejlablijhed ; and to our Aftonilhment we find, that you have approved the Propofal 
ot the Court, and granted your Confent to the Increafe of Fees and additional F.ftablilhnients. 

51. And here we have to lament, that the fame Majority of Council, whofe Condii£l we have fo 

juftly cenfured, have again exereifed their Authority, in manifeft Dtfregsrthof thofntmratrons'givflr 
in our Inftruflions, and in Oppofition to the moft unanfwerable Arguments urged to the contrary 
by General Clavering and Mr. Francis •, who had alfo protefted againft the unreafonable and excef- 
five Salaries and Emoluments, as eftablifhed by the Judges of the Supreme Qourt qf Judicature, for 
the Officers of that Court, at its firft Inffitution.' 1 

52. Weobferve it ftated by Mr. Francis, that the Salaries of the Officers of the Court, exclufive 
of the Judges themfelvcs, as they flood before the late Addition, amount to Current Rupees 
1,23,436, be^des their Fees. To this muft be added Houle Rent, .at the Rate of.Current Rupees 
4,428 per Annum, and contingent Charges, which are indefinite. It is nOw prOpofed to hire 
smother Houfe, which he concludes will not be done foi’ lefs than 500 Rupees a Month } and he 
ftates the Expence of the new Officers Salaries at upwards of Thirty-two thoufand Rupees per 
Annum, befides the additional Allowance of Fees. 

53. When we confider this Profufion of Expence, we cannot hut exprefs our Concern^ that the 
Power of granting away our Property in Perpetuity Jheuld have devolved upon Perfonsy whofe’Complaifance 
to the Court hasy in our OpinioXy greatly exceeded their Attention to the Jnterejl of the Company, 
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Mr. TIGHLMAN'. Evidence. 

30th May. 

■DICllARD TK 5 HLMAN, Efquire, attending according to Order, swas afked. How long he 
refided in Bengal? to which he faid. Three Years j he arrived in November 1777, and left it 
in December 1780.—-Being afked. Whether he knew the Judge of the Supreme Court? he faid. 
Yes, he knew ail that were living during his Refidence there.—Being alked. Whether he knows any 
Thing, and what, of any Judges being concerned as Agents, Attornies, or other Managers of the 
Mcmber.s of the Supreme Council ? he faid. Yes, he underftood that Sir Elijah Impey was one of 
the Attornies of Mr. Harwell, a Member of the Council General % and he knows the Fa6i; to be fo, 
by the Occafion of a Law Suit in the Supreme Court, between the Truftecs or Agents of Mr. 
Barwell of the one Part, and the Supreme Council of the other Part Sir Elijah Impey left the 
Bench as a Judge, becaufe he himfelf, to the belt of his RccoIIcftion, was a Party in the Suit, as 
one of Mr. Barwcll’s Truftces.—Being alked, Whelbe,r he was acquainted with Sir John Day, the 
Company’s Advocate General ? he faid. Yes,—Being alked, Whether he pra£l:ifed in the Supreme 
Court ? he faid. Never in his Tim^i—Being alked. Who afted for the Company in the Supreme 
Court ? lie faid. The Standing ^unfel for the Company in the Supreme Court were MelTrs. 
Newman and Lawrence.—Being afied, Whether he was acquainted with Mr. Naylor, the Com¬ 
pany’s Attorney ? he faid, Yes, Ae knew him well.—Being alked. Whether he was a material 
Perfon in carrying on any Profecuiion on the Part of the Company in ihe Supreme Court? he faid. 
He takes it for granted, that he n^uit have had the Conduct .of ail Profecutions, as Company’s 
Attorney.—^Bcing alked. If he thiifl^a that the Company’s Standing Counfel could of themfelvcs do 
any Thing material in any Profccutlon, without the Co-operation of the Company’s Attorney ? he 
faid, In Law Suits he conceives the Co-operation of both Attorney and Counfel, on the fame 
Side of the Queftion, to be neceflary.—And being alked. Whether he knows of any particular 
Intimacy between Mr. Barwell and Mr. Naylor ? he faid. He conceives there muft have been an 
Intimacy, becaufe he remembers Mr. Naylor living with Mr. Barwell in his Houfe. 
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PROCEEDINGS relative to the Appointment of Mr. BOGLE to be COMMISSIONER of 
LAW SUITS. 


EXTRACT of Revenue Letter from Bengal* dated 3d January 1778. 

Par. have thought it advifeablc to appoint a Commiflioner of Law Suits, to colleft, arrange, 

and combine the various Kinds of Evidence which will be ncccffary for the Defence 
of the Suits inftituted in the Supreme Court of Judicature, in which the Company may be involved 
to the Want of which we attribute, in a great Degree, the ill Succefs which has hitherto attended the 
Caufes in which the Company have lately been engaged. We have agreed to his Recommendation 
of Mr. George Bogle for this Truft*, and for your more particular Information of the Duties 
alTigned to him, we have the Honour to refer you to the Proceedings marked in the Margin. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengali dated the 23d December j 778. 

Par. 139. We confidcr the new Office of Commiffioncr of Law Suits as a Breach of the Company’s Bye 
Law, improper in its Nature, and totally unneceffary. You have Five public Secretaries; one of 
them ought certainly to tranfaA the Bufinefs affigned to this new Office. All Corrcfpondence re- 
fpefting Law Suits muft, in the Firft Inftance, come before your Board, and your Proceedings 
thereon be regularly entered on Confultation, and alfo in a feparate Book to be kept for that Pur- 
pofe, in the Manner direfled rerpe6ling Centrals} broken Sets mull alio t)C carried up to the lateR 
Period poffible, before the Difpatch of every Ship, and be tranfmitted tor our Information. We 
therefore direft, that the Office of Commiffioncr of Law Suits be forthwith difcontinued, and that 
all Fadls and Circumftanccs neceflary for the Information of our Attorney and Advocate General, 
to enable them to defend our Property and Privileges, be duly arranged by one of your Secretaries, 
and invariably fubmitted to you» Confidcration, in fuch Department as you lhall think proper for 
taking Cognizance of Matters of this Nature. 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 14th January 1780. 

Par. 72. In Obedience to the Order contained in the 139th Paragraph of the fame Letter, we abolilhed 
the Office of CommifTary of Law Suits, and direded the Salary annexed thereto to be difcontinued } 
advifing Mr. Naylor, who had been appointed to that Duty, of your Pleafure, as well in this re- 
fpeft, as regarding the encreafed Charges which he was allowed to make for coodufting the Law 
Bufinels of the Company, as their Attorney. A Letter from him on the Subjeftbf thefe Orders 
is before the Board of Infpcffion, who will inform you what may be the Refult of it. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 23d December 1777. 

The Governor General delivers in the following Minute: 

Governor General—In the Suit which was lately inftituted in the Supreme Court of Judicature, 
by Dattaram Junuffdar againft theCuftom Mailer, the Board are furniffied with an Inftance of the 
loofe and defeftive Manner in whicli the Interefts of the Company and the Privileges of Govern¬ 
ment arc defended in that Court. I quote this, not as the moft ttriking, but as the moft recent 
Inftance of the Kind which has occurrctl among many others, and which all ftrongly urge the Ne- 
ceffity of providing fome Means for the better Management of the Caules in which the Company 
arc cither immediately or eventually concerned. 'I’lie Effca of fuccelsful Profecutlons carried on 
againft the Company and their Agents, is very alarming. The Bulk of the People, who fee only the 
Event, and arc ignorant of the Caufes which produce it, arc tempted to contlude, that the fame 
Illue muft always attend every Suit in which the Company is a Party. 'I'lic Farmeis and other 
Debtors of Governmeiit are thus encouraged to appeal from its juft Demands to the Court j while 
its Agents, either chedeed by the Apprehenfion of ideal Dangcis, or poffibly aftefting Doubts ami 
Cautions which they do not feel, will naturally grow rcmils in their Denuinds, and fuffer heavy 
Balances to accumulate from Perfons capable of dilcharging them, and jullly refponfible for them. 
The Authority of Government will be difputcd, or but feebly fupported by its own Officers, Irom 
the fame Caufe. Even the Minifters and Truftccs of Government thcnifclvcs, will dare to witli- 
Sel. Com. Rep. IX. * Q.* hold 
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hold its Property cntrufted to their Charge,- and run to the Court with Cries of Opprefllon, if an 
Attempt is made to wreft from them their Embe2zlementf, as was very lately the Cafe with Surroop 
Chund, the Keeper of the public Treafury at Dacca, The Board feldom hear of thefe Suits till 
their Dccifion is jjalt; when they findj that from thef Want 6f Evidence oh the Part of the Com¬ 
pany, from the Want of Inftruftions to their Counfel, and fometimes from technical Informa¬ 
lities, wliicli tiie Judges themfelves, as I am well informed, have often laboured to corredt. Judg¬ 
ment has been given againft them, and their moft regular Afts fubjefted to Cenfurcs, on Grounds 
either wholly faife, or fo dilcoloured in their Appearance as to Ibew a falfe Tendency in them, though 
edablillicd by legal Evidence, and fometimes even admitted by their own Advocates. The ReaiOif 
of this is evident j the Parties againft the Company arc ftrongly interefted to defend their Suits j it 
is neither the feparate Intereft, nor feparatc Duty, of any one to defend thofe of the Company, ex¬ 
cepting their Advocates and Attorney, who can only work with the Materials that are provided 
for them. 

I think it appears, in the Caufe to which I have alluded in the Beginning of this Minute, that the 
Attorney drew out the Brief for the Counfel without any Materials whatfoever which had a Rclatioif 
to the immediate Caufe of Adion. From the little Knowledge that I pretend to pofTefs of the 
Law, and from the general Principles which have been declared by the Judges at various Times 
from the Bench, I have good Reafon to believe, that had this Caufe been properly managed, that is 
to fay, had the real Faifts and Authorities on which its IfTue depended been truly and wholly ftated, 
it would have been decided in Favour of the Cuftom Matter j and I truft, that whenever the 
Power under which he afted (hall be duly canvafTcd and finally underftood, it will receive that 
Sanflion from the Judges which we have hitherto found them difpofed to give to every Right of 
the Company equal y with thofe of Individuals, when they have been regularly cftablKhed before 
them. 

To the Evils which I have enumerated, may be added the Difcredit which the Court itfclf fuffers 
in the Opinion of the Public, by being thus made the inftrument of private Fraud and Licentiouf- 
nefs, from the untenable Grounds on which the Company’s Caufes are juftified, and the imperfeft 
Manner in which they arc defended: For, in almoft every Suit that thus comes before the Court, anti 
in every one that relates to the Revenue, the Ifiue depends on a Knowledge of the Conftitutinn of 
this Government, and of the Ciiftoms of the Country. The Rights of this Government, and the 
rcafonablc Cuftoms of this Country, the Court have repeatedly declared, that they confider as equally 
binding with the Common Law of England. But they can only judge from the Evidence whieft 
is brought before them •, and unlefs the former are explained and fupported, and the latter eftablifhed, 
the Court mutt be compelled to give a Decifion againft the Company. 

I know but One Remedy for thefe Defedts •, and that is,, to commit the direft Charge of all the 
Company’s Law Bufinefs to One Man, or to One Body of Men, who (hall be refponfible for it. I 
believe there is not in England any large Society or Corporation without a Truft of this Kind. The 
City of London, and our Honourable Employers, have Committees appointed for this fpecial Pur- 
pofe} and furcly the Concerns of the Eaft India Company in India are as intricate and multifarious, 
and fubjedl to as many Queftions of Law, as they can polfibly be in England ; yet there they have 
an Attorney, and a numerous Body of the moft eminent Counfellors to aflfift them. 

We arc promifed the AITaftance of an Attorney General, whofe Abilities and Knowledge may fc- 
cure us from many DilHculties and Errors in which we have been, and muft continue to be in¬ 
volved, till his Arrival \ but his AlTiftancc can only begin with the Law Procefs, where it is prow 
pofed that the QhArfgt to which I have alluded (hall end. This will confift in the Colledtion of the 
crude Materials. It is a Labour which, as t obferved before, can only be performed by One Man, 
or Sec of Men, fpccially bound to perform it, and unincumbered with other Duties; The l^ard 
has not Time for it: The Provincial Councils are at too great a Diftance i they are alfo occupied 
with other Duties, and may be Parties: The Oflicers of the Law want both the Language anti the 
practical Knowledge requifite for fuch Compilations, and will require them from others. They 
muft be furnillicd by thofe whofe Experience and Habits beft qualify them for fuch a Work. 

'I'hough to collcft, to arrange, and to combine the various Kinds of Evidence, which will be 
neceffaiy for the Defence of the Suits in which the Company may be involved, will require a very 
extenfive Knowledge of their Conftitution, and of all their oificial Departments •, yet it is a La¬ 
bour whicli, from the Nature of it, cannot, I think, be divided i and, from the Experience which 
I have had of the Aptnefs with which a Number of Perfons, however fmall, who are jointly en- 
trufted with the fame Bufinefs, embarrafs it in faftious Contefts, or fufilir it to fink into Negleft, 
as their Pride or Intereft may excite Competitions for fuperior Influence a^ngfl: them, or their In¬ 
dolence prompt them to throw on (Shch other the Duties which are attended with a greater Degree 
of Fatigue than of Credit or of l*rofit, I am inclined to prefer a Angle Perfon, for the Execution 
of this Truft, to a Committee; And for this Reafon, and on the Grounds which I have premifed, 1 
now fubmit the following Plan to the Judgment and Decifion of the Board. 

ift. That an Office be conftituted, under the Name of The Office of Law, 3 uits. 

zd. That it be under the DireAion and Charge of a fingle Perfon, a Civil€^^vant of the Company, 
who may be ftilcd Commi(fioncr of Law Suits, with the Nomination of his own Officers, and Affift- 
ants, and Servants. 
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3d. That he be allowed the following Monthly Eftablilhmcnt: 

Salary — 

Houfe Rent *-* 

Writers, Moonfliics, 1 
Mohrirs, and > 

Contingent Charges j 

Total *— 


4th. That it be his Charge to prepare Materials for the Company's Attorney and Standing 
Counfel. 

5th. That the Provincial Councils, ColicAors, and Heads of Offices, be direAed to correfpond 
with him, to advife him of evefy Caufelon its Commencement, in which they, or their Agents or 
Dependants^ arc concerned, and which may affeft the Company’s Intcrefts: That they furniffi him 
with all the Exhibits and Evidences, and other official Documents which they themfelvcs may judge 
necelTary, or he may require ■, and caufe fuch of their official Servants and Minillers, or others fub- 
jeft to their Authority, to attend him if reouired. 

6th. Thar the Company’s Attorney be dire^led to receive and follow his InftruAions, and to make 
all Reports to him which may be neceflary for the Knowledge of the Board. 

7th. That he keep a Diary of all his Proceedings, and deliver to the Board regular Monthly Copies 
of them, with Monthly Regifters of ail Caufes, Rating the Dates of their Commencement, Parties 
Names, the Subjeft and Amount, and tlie Rules of Court, Orders, Judgments, and Decrees, made 
therein. 

8th. That the Court be moved to grant to him the Privilege, hitherto allowed to the Secretary 
of the Board of Revenue, to infpeft the Books of the Prothonotary’s Office, and to take Copies of 
Writs iffued againft the Servants and Agents of the Company, and of the Affidavits on which they 
were granted, and to take Copies of the fame, but under the like Oath of Secrecy as is prefciibed 
to the Secretary of the Board of Revenue. 

The Ncceffity of thefe Regulations, if it exifts, will be felf-apparent. They preferibe a Variety 
of minute Operations, which appear to be abfolutely Acceflary to every Caule in which the Com* 
pany may be engaged, independently of the profcffional Parr, which refts with the Attorney and 
Advocates. Thefe Duties have been hitherto either wholly ncglcftcd, or left at large to the 
gratuitous Charge of fuch of the Officers or Servants of the Company as have chanced to be moft 
mterefted in them •, and perhaps it may be entirely owing to this Caufe, that the Company has as 
yet had the ill Fortune to lole almoft every Caufe in which they, or their Agents for them, have been 
Parties *, and in thofe in which they have fucceeded, have been frequently obliged to the Court for 

X ted Amendments and Delays. But with fuch Aids as I now propfe to the Board, the Jurif- 
in of the Court, fo far from obftrufting the ColleAion of the Revenue, may be ufcful in ren¬ 
dering the Laws and Ufages of this Country more accurately Sxed, and univerfally known, and in 
obligmg our Officers more Readily and uniformly to adhere to them. 

If the Board concur with me in Opinion of the Neceflity of ereiling the Office which I have 
tropofed, <l'e I’lopriety of the Duties which I have affigned to it, will admit of little Doubt, and 
Other Regulations will probably occur to the other Members of the Board in their Confideration 
of the Subjeft. The Sums which are to be allowed to the different Servants of the Eftabliftiment, 
I have left Blank, becaufe I think thefe ought to be filled up at the Board, I own that I could 
have wiffied to have provided for the Eftabliftiment of the Office by Fees, or by a Commiffion on 
the Amount rf the Suits j a Mode which, if it were in my Power, I would apply to every Office 
in the Service: But the Novelty of the Office renders it impoffible to al'certain thefe Fees, and I ant 
therefore obliged, for the prefent, to propofc the ufual Mode of fixed Allowances. 

Ordered, That Copies of the above Minute be circulated to the Members, for their Confideration 
«f the C^eftion propofed. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confoltations, the 30th December 1777. 

ReTumed the Confideration of the Governor General’s Minute of the 23d, regarding the Appoint¬ 
ment of a Commiffionerof Law Suits. 

The Members of the Board deliver in their Opinions thereon as follows: 

Mr. Wheter.—My Refidence in this Settlement is yet much too Ihort, to furnilb that local 
Knowledge which is neceflary to enable me to decide upon the Utility of the Honourable Gover¬ 
nor General’s Propofd for conftituting an Office of J^aw Suits but, as I am informed that the ill 
Succefs which has attended the Company in moft, if not all, the Suits which have cither been com- 
mcnced^ defended by the Orders of the Governor General and Council, flnee the Eftablilhmcnt of 
the new CSwtcr of Juftice in this Country, arc attributed to the Want of a judicious and proper 
ArnuA^ment of thofe Materials and Fadls, on which alone the fcveral Caufes were dcfenfiblc, I 
ofOpinion, that an Office &r the Purpofe of preparing Materials for the Company’s Attorney 
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and Standing Counfel, if fubjcft to the Infpc£lion of the Governor General and Coancil, and under 
fuch proper Regulations and Reftridlions, as may effedtually prevent the Pcrlbn fo appointed from 
abufing the Trull repofed in him, may prove of Utility to the Company’s Affairs. 

25th December 1777. (Signed) Edw'Wheler. 


Rev* Board, 25th Dec' 1777. 

Mr. Francis.—"In Anfwcr to the Governor General’s Minute, propofing the Inftitution of an 
Office of Law Suits, for the better Management of Caufes in which the Company may be con¬ 
cerned, I cannot help exprefling my Opinion, That the Inconveniences we have hitherto experi¬ 
enced in the Conduft of Bufinels in the Supreme Court, have been in general much more owing 
to the Want of a learned and able Advocate to defend our Rights, than to any Defeft of Materials, 
or the Negligence on the Part of our Offiars in furnifliing the Counfel with fufficient Inftruftions. 
This I believe to be generally ttue, without any Exception but the fingle Cafe of Dattcram Jur- 
nuffdar. The Appointment of an Advocate on Behalf of the Company, was ftrongly recommended 
to them by General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and myfclf, before we left England, I very much 
doubt whether any Meafurcs wc can take here, before Sir John Day’s Arrival, will produce the good 
Effects intended by the Governor’s Propofal, or materially anfwcr his Expedations. Nevcrthelefs, 
as it is poffible that fome Benefits may be derived from the propofed Inftitution, I am not averfe 
from trying the EffeCt of it as an Experiment, to be confirmed or rclinquiilied hereafter as Expe¬ 
rience may direCl i provided always, that the Salary and Allowances to be annexed to the Office 
are reafonable and moderate. 

(Signed) P. F. 


Mr. Barwcll.—I agree to the Inftitution of the Office propofed. 

Refolved, That the Office of Law Suits propofed by the Governor General, and entered in Con- 
fvltation the 23d Inftant, be confticuted. 

The Governor General requefts the Opinions of the Members of the Board on the Eftablifhmcnt, 
and propofes the following Sums, if they (ball receive the Approbation of the Board. 

Salary — i,aoo 

Houfe Rent — 400 

Writers, 1 

Moonfhies, > — 400 

Mohrirs, &c. j 

2,000 per Month. 

Mr. Wheler.—I agree. 

Mr. Francis.—I acquiefee, 

Mr. Barwell.—I acquicfcc. 

Refolved, Thft the Eftablifhmcnt, as above propofed, be approved. 

Governor General.—I beg Leave to recommend Mr. Bogle for this Office. 

Agreed, That Mr. Bogle be appointed CommilTioncr of the Office of Law Suits. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be circulated to all the Provincial Councils and CoL 
leflora, 

CIRCULAR LETTER. 

Having thought proper to conftitute an Office of I,aw Suits, which is to be fuperintended by, 
Mr. George Bogle, as ‘‘ Commiffioncr of Law Suits,” who is to prepare Materials for the Com¬ 
pany’s Attorney and Standing Counfel; wc diredl you to correfpond with that Gentleman} to 
advife him of every Caufc on its Commencement, in which you, or your Agents or Dcpenda its, are 
concerned, and which may affefl the Company’s Intcrefts: That you furn^ him with all i!^e Ex¬ 
hibits and Evidences, and other official Documents, which you yourfelves may judge ncccftiry, or 
he may require, and caufe fuch of your official Servants and Minifters, or others fubjeft to your 
Authority, to attend him, if required. 

Fort William, We'are, &c. 

30th December 1777. 

Ordered alfo. That the Heads of Offices be sulvifed of this Inftitution. 
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PROCEEDINGS of the Governor General and Council in 1782, relative to SIR JOHN DAY. 

EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, d^ted 7th January 17S2. 

Par. 37. "YI^HEN we thought it neceffary, in Obedience to your Orders, to flop the extra Allowance 
granted to Sir John Day, your Advocate General, which you difapproved of; he 
relied fo much upon your more favourable Conlideration ,of his Cafe when it ihould come before 
you as Rated in his Letters, and referred to you by os, that he foUcited to have the Allowance con¬ 
tinued to him in the Interim. We offered to comply with his RequcR, provided he would fign an 
Obligation to refund the Amount which he might receive, in cafe of ^our confirming your former 
Orders. Not chufing at that Time to fign to fucii a Condition, the Allowance continued to be with¬ 
held from him ■, but having ftnee fignified his Acquiefcence in our Propdfali and executed an In- 
ftrument by which he binds himfeif to repay the Amount that may be ifllied to him on account 
of this extra Allowance, if you further difapprove of it, and in confequence of your Orders for 
that Purpofe a Demand fliall be made on him for the fame, within the Period of Two Years from 
the Date of the prefent Difpatches, we took off the SulMnfion o£ it, and ordered the Arrears likewife 
to be paid to him : We therefore wait your ultimate Decifion on this Pointy and requeft that you 
will be pleafed to tranfmit us your Orders in Time, to produce their due EfFcft. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 13th June 1782. 

Read the following Letter from Sir John Day. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

Knowing how importantly you have been employed, fince the Governor General’s Return to the 
Prefidcncy, I have hefitated to draw your Attention for a Moment to my Situation •, and, in the 
Belief that my laft Addrefs would be brought forward as foon as there Ihould be Refpite from 
more momentous Bufinefs, 1 have waited thus long in filent and anxious Expeftation. 

I now beg Leave to remind vou, that by your Refolution of the 8th Oftober 1781, the Order 
of the Court of Directors, to difeontinue my cncreafed Allowances, having been fufpended con¬ 
ditionally “ that I pledged myfelf to refund if they Ihould difapprove j” I did not decline the Indul¬ 
gence offered, though qualified with fuch Condition t but, as many Reafons, refulting from the 
peculiar Circumftances of my Situation, and from the Change which, by an Aft of this Govern¬ 
ment, had, fince the Infiitution of my Office, taken place in the Nature of my Engagements with the 
Company, fuggefted themfelves, why in my Cafe fuch Condition Ihould not have been impofed, 
in my Addrels of the 24th of laft September I fimply Rated thofc Reafons, confident that they 
would be confidered with Attention, and all the Weight allowed them to which they might appear 
to be entitled. ^ ^ 

The Order upon that Reprefentation was, “ That it Ihould Rand over for the Confideration of a 
** fuller Board ; and that, in the Interim, a Copy thereof Ihould be tranfmitted to the Governo? 
“ General,” then beyond the Provinces. 

I am now to requcR, Gentlemen, that you will plcafc to take it into your Confideration, and decide 
at once upon the Reafons it contains} that I may be relieved from a long and painful Sufpenfe i 
and whatever your Determination may be, that I may endeavour to conform thereto. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

May the 30th 1782. (Signed) John Day. 

Re-confidered the Letter from Sir John Day, entered in the Confultation 8th Oftober laR. 

Ordered, That Sil John Day be informed, that the Board cannot difpenfe with the Obligation 
required by the Refolution of the 6th AuguR, on Condition of fufpending the Orders of the 
Court of Direftors refpefting the Reduftion of his Allowances. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 17th June 178a. 
Read a Letter, as follows, from Sir John Day. 


Honourable Sir and Gentlemen, 

If it had appeared to you, that you could, with Safety to yourfelves, and confiRently with your 
Duty to the Company, have agreed to an unconditional Sufpenfion of the Order from Home, by 
which I am afiTeftcd, the Condiuon againR which I have remonRrated would not, I am perfuaded, 
]h«ve.been now infiRed upon. 


Sel. Com. Rep. IX. 


•R*. 


Many 
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Many preiTipgConfideratipns^iiruade-taefrom d^inibgt^t thn Tin^, anyrprofT/ered Advantag^^ 
however incdnfiderabic and pfecarious j I thcaefore accept my reftored Allowances, fubje^l to the 
Condition impofed, in the Hope, that a better Knowledge of me, and a more clear Conception of 
my Situation, of the few Advantages annexed to it, and the difeouraging Profpeft it affords, may, 
when this Matter fhall be again agitated at Home, inlpirc a,more favootablc Dilpolition towardatne. 

Till then I have only to requeft, that in the Engagement I am to enter into, fome certain 
Period may be mentioned, before which, if the Difapprobation of the Company fhall not be an¬ 
nounced, the Obligation Ihall be void. 

C^Icptta, 1 have the Honour to drc. . . 

17th June 1782. (Signed) John Day. 

Agreed, That the Allowance <which /arts ftruck off by the Order of the Court of Diredbws, 
be repaid to Sir John Day, upon his figqipg tHe Bond required i and that Two Tears be lUmknd 
frpm ,tbe next Difpatch for the Duration of itia Engagement. 


APPENDIX, N°I0I. 


PROCEEDINGS relative to the Law Suit ordered to be commenced againft Mr. Barwell, 
fubfequentto the iith of January 1779. 

EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated ift February 1779. 

iiih T.nuwy. \T ^E bcg Lcave to point out to your Penifal the Minutes noted in tltc Margin. By thefe you will 
*j b*. f y informed, that Mr. Barweil, after having waited long in Expectation of the Arrivu of Sir 

J ohn Day, moved, That the Suit which you had ordered to be inftituted againft him, might no longer 
c delayed, as the State of his Health had long fince rendered it necelTary for him to Kturn to 
Europe, and the Seafop being far advanced, did not allow him much longer Time to take his 
llcrolution. The Governor General deemittg it of the moftefifential Confequence to the Succe6 of 
the Mcafurcs undertaken with Mr. Banyell’s Sanction and Concurrence, to engage his Stay for 
the Support of them, earneltly intreated him tolayafidehis Intention of going to Europe $ which 
in conlequence he has accordingly done. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Gemsral Confultatioiis, the nth January 1779. 

Mr. Barwell delivers in the following Minute: 

iith January 1779. 

My Silence on the Orders of the Court of Directors, as far as thofe relate to myfclf, has hitherto 
-been influenced by the fame Candour that led me to inftrui^ my Agents in England to brine the 
Queftion forward, relative to the Right of the Company to the Advantages I am ch^rgcd to nave 
drawn from manufoCluring the Sait at Dacca, while Chief of that Subordinate, Sir John Day, 
whole Arrival wai daily cxpeCled, I wiflied to wait for, in order to avoid the Appearance of pre¬ 
cipitating this Queftion to a legal Decifton. A few Days now muft either land Sir John Day in 
Bengal, or bring certain Intelligence that he has been intercepted in his Paflfage, and is not to be 
expeO;^, having failed in the Southampton, in Company with the Naftau, Ten Days before the 
Befoorough left the Coaft, which' lift Ship has been arrived here upwards of Twelve Days. 

To continue filent any longer, might be interpreted a Wiih in me to decline the Trial, that, 
thro* my Agents in England, f haire demanded t a Wilh the moft diftant from my Thoughts s for I 
defire nothing ipore ardently, confident, that whether the Right of the Company to claim from me 
lhall or (hall not be eftablillied, it affords me the only Opportunity I can have to vindicate my 
Fame, and difpel tlu! Cfodd Ar^cp has thrown over this TranlaCtion. 

Was I to anfwcr the Claim of the Company, it would indeed relieve me from the Trouble, of 
vexatious l.itigation •, but the End would not be anfwcrtd by my Compliance j fo far from If, the 
very Compliance would be urged as a Confeflion of Delinquency on mV Part, and to proceed from 
Conviflion of my having ufurped on the Rights of the Company. Tho* 1 would with P^ure 
facriflee my whole Fortune to enfuro the gnoKfOpinion die World, I would not, to purebafe 
Eale to myfylf, forfeit that Opinion. If 1 have encroached on the Rights of the Conmany; ^ I 
have hepeftted myfelf at their fixpeece, theFaft will be eafy to eftablifo: I have no Chmee left 
(for as no Merit has been given me for the Offer I made to fubmit inyi^' 10 the Company, indes 
a moft unjuftiiiable Advantage has beeq ^tempted to be made of that Offer, by foft^ecliiiiog 
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It, and defcending to Abufe, and then giving Ordera upon as if it had. been. reje£ted, when called 
upon by me, b the'Agent, -tt) bringthe Charge of ^cliirqucncy) but to 
appeal to the Laws of my Country i thofc, I flatter myfclf* .will decide the Queftion unequivocally; 
and fliouldlheir-DfeCtfion •dedott from my Fortune, I-am “fttSffled they willlikewifc do Juftice to 
my Charailer, which has been both unfairly and imuriqufliy treated- 

As the State of my Health has long fincc renmed dt nedeflhl^itjr fne to return to Europe, I 
have waited only for a proper Opportunity; the Seafon is now nr advanced, and will not 'allow 
roe much longer Time to cake my’Refolution eflTentially. As I Ought to eohfidcr myfclf conLcrntd 
in whatever Arrangements may have been made for the 'Conftituttoh of the new Government, I 
could .therefore wift die Claim made upon me by the Couh of Direftors, in their Letter of rho 
4^h March 1/78, brou^c as fpeedily to ifliie as the Forms of a Court ot Juftice Will admit; and 
in cot^eqnence idove, Thatdt be immediately fubmhted to the Company’s Lawyers, and that they 
be properly inftruAed to profecute upon it. 

Mr. Francis—The fame Motive which appears to have Weight with Mr. Barwell, has hitherto 
reftrained me from moving to carry the Company’s Orders into Execution; I mean the Abfence 
uf the Company's Advocate Gener^, whofe Advice and Alfiftance we arc exprefsly referred to. I 
can have no Objeftion to the Motion, hoping Hill that Sir John Day will arrive Time enough to 
take Charge of the Proceedings. As an Amendment, or rather an Addition to Mr. Harwell’s 
Motion, I Leave to move, that it be extended to all the Perfons mentioned in the Company’s 
Orders above quoted. 

Mr. Harwell—I could wilh Mr. Francis to decline his Amendment, and to allow my Motion to 
(land Bmply as propofed i and I am witling to ftateer my(Hf with Kis Acqutefcence. 1 do not 
imagine he thinks there is any urgent Neoeffity 10 induce him to infill; upon it. 

Governor General —1 agree to Mr. Harwell’s Motion. That introduced by Mr. Francis, I con- 
fidcr as a new Queftion, totally foreign from the one; and I objed to it for the following 

Rcafons. The Profecution cannot be conducted either fo ably or cfimually under the prefcnc 
Conftitutlon of our Law Deparimeiu, as by the Advocate General appoinied by the Company. 
Should any material Defeft or Omiflion be found in the Firil Procefe, 1 modi fear, from the Pic- 
judiccs wfth which the A^s of Part of this Adminiftfation fwvie been examined at Home, that 
they will be imputed to Deflgn. Befkles, I cannot i^fee to involve Mr. Harwell’s Profecution with 
that of others, and to make him the oftienflbk Initroment of them, by ordering them in confe- 
quence of a Propofal made by him. Many Suits commenced at the fame Time, under our pre- 
fent Want of Knowledge in legal Forms, would only ferve toembarrafs, and giveOccafion for the 
Defeats of which I have exprefled an Apprehcnfion. 1 do not think that it is fo likely to prove 
the Cafe, if the Suit againft Mr. Harwell be fingly undertaken; and before much Progrefs can have 
been made in irf it is very likely that tbip Board will be furnifhed with the Relief and Aids ex-^ 
pedVed from Sir John Day’s Arrival; His Pafla^ has not yet been unufually long, for the Seafon 
of the Year in which he embarked. Whenever he arrives, I will promife to be the firft, if I 
am permitted, to renew the Motion now made by Mr. Francis. 

Mr. Francis-*-! acquiefee. 

Mr. Whclci—I agree to Mr. Harwell’s Motion. 

Agreed to Mr. Harwell's Propofition, and ordered accordingly. 

Ordered, Thfit the Secretary do fignify to the Secretary ot the Revenue Department, that the 
Board-have refolvcd, in Conformity to the Orders of the Court of Direftors, to profecute the Com¬ 
pany’s Claim Oft Mr. Harwell in the Supreme Court of Judicature j that the Commiflioncr of Law 
Suits muft therefore be furnifhed with fuch Informations and Documents from the Revenue De¬ 
partment, as may be neceffary for condudting the Suit. 

Ordered, That the Commiflioncr of Law Suits be alfo advifed of the Board’s Refolution. 

EXTRACTofthc Diary of the Commiflioncr of Law Suits, eoth January 1779. 

Received the following Letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

To George Bogle, Eiquire^ Commiflioner of Law Suits. 

Bk, 

The Honourable the Governor General and Council having refolvcd, that the Claim made by the 
Court of DireAors upon Mr, Harwell, in their Letter of the 4th March 177S, be immediately fub- 
roitced to the Company’s Lawyers; and that they may be pro^rly inftruded to profecute upon it in 
the Supreme Couitqf Jodicatore; I am to defire that you will profecute the faid Claim accordingly. 
For foil Puvpofc you will herewith receive an Extras of the Company’s General Letter of the 4th 
Mailch 1778, with the Cfoiitibns of the Company’s Standing Counfel and Solicitor, referred to in it, 
together with fuch other Papers as appear to me neceffary foryour Information and Guidance. Should 
any furtber Materials appeiu- to you neceffary for the Profecution of this Caufe, I requeft you'Will 
be pleated to inform me, that^hey may be fornifhed you accordingly. 

Revenue Dep* I am, 

. . Fort WHli'am, Sir, 

die 19th Jan’1779. Your moft obedient hutable Servant, 

(Signed! George Hodgfon, Sec’’ 

EXTRACT 
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extract of Diaty of Commiinoner of Law Suits, ijtb January 1779, 

Received the following Letter from the Secietary to the Governor General and Council. 

To Mr. George Bogie, Commiflioncr of Law Suits. 

Sir, 

I am diredked by the Honourable Governor General and Council to acquaint you with their Refolu* 
tion, “ That the Claim made upon Mr. Barwell by the Court of Dircdtors, in their Letter of the 4th 
“ March 1778, (hall be immediately fubmltted to the Company*s Counfel, and the Attorney properly 
“ inftrudked to profecutc upon it.” You will therefore receive Inftruftions to this Effedt Iroin the 
Secretary of the Revenue Departipent, wilh fuch Informations and Documents as he may be able to 
furnilh you, for the Execution of'them. . 

Council Chamber, I am, 

the Jith January 1778. Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) ■ J. P. Auriol, Scc^. 


EXTRACT of Diary of Commiflioner of Law Suits, 22 January 1779. 

In confequcnce of the Letter from the Secretary to the Board of Revenue of the 19th Inftant, 
gave the following Inftrudtions to the Company’s Attorney. 

Mr. Naylor. 

Sir, 

The Honourable Governor General and Council having refolved, that the Claim made by the 
Court of Diredlors on Mr. Barwell, in their Letter of the 4th March 1778, (Extradk of which goes 
^nclofed) be immediately fubmitted to the Company’s Lawyers, and that a Profecution be forth¬ 
with commenced anainft Mr. Barwell, in the Supreme Court of Judicature; I now tranfmit to you 
the Proceedings ot the Board, and other Papers relative to this Claim, agreeable to the inclofed Lid:, 
as Materials for inftituting a Suit, in purfuance of the Orders of the Court of Diredtors and the Ho*' 
nourable Board. 

I am. 

Sir, ^ 

Your molt obedient humble Servant. 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 29th March 1779. 

At the particular Inftance of Mr. Barwell, we have diredted your Attorney on Record to pro* 
fecute the Company’s Claim upon him; and the Advocate General has been diredted to bring this 
Matter to ilfue as fj^cdily as the Forms of a Court of Juftice will admit. We have alfo diredted the 
Advocate General to commence and condudt the Profecution ordered in the 77th, 78th, and 79th 
Paragraphs of your General Letter, dated 4th March 1778. 


EXTRACT of Bengal General Confultations, the 15th March 1779. 

Mr. Barwell—I have already exprelTed my Wilb, that the Claim made upon me by the Court 
of Diredlors, in their Letter of 4th March 1778, might be brought as fpeedily to IlTue as the 
Forms of a Court of Juftice would admit; and on the 16th January laft it was refolved and or¬ 
dered, that a Profecution (hould be immediately commenced, to eftabllfti the Right of the Company. 
As a Delay proves vexatious to me in the greateft Degree, I think it necelTary, after having wait^ 
Two Months, to remind the Bdard of their Refolution of the iifh January, and to define that it 
may be repeated, both to the AtSomey at Rfecord, and Sir John Day, the Advocate General. 

Refolved, in the Terms of Mr. Barwcll’s Motion. 

The Governor General—I riwve that Copies of the yytb, 78th, aod 79th Paragrwhsof the Go-, 
neral Letter of the 4th March, together with the Report of the Company’s Solif^itor General of the 
be delivered to our Advocate General} and that he be dire^ n> condu^ the Praie*. 
cutions ordered by the former r^d that the Secretary to the Revenue Department do fumilh him 
with all the Evidences contained in the Confultations of hi* Department, which may ferve to 
blilh the Company’s Claims on the feveral Perfons who are the Objefks of them, and at this 
Time fubjeft to the Jurirdidkion of the Supreme Court. ' , 

Refolved according to the Governor General’s Motion. 

The Secretary is therefore diredked to ifliie the neccBary Orders to the Advocate General, and to 
the Secretary of the Revenue Department. ' 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT of BengalRevoineCsnflUtatioiu; the ISth Majr i;;;. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter^ which he has reccjvcd from the 
Company's Attorney. 


a. To Geo. Hodgfon, Efq', Secretary;, 

Sir, • 

. 1 muft requeft that you will inform the Honourable Board, that in the Suit which I have lately 
been direfted to inftitute againlt Mr. Harwell, it is the Opinion of the Advocate General, that it 
cannot with Propriety be inftituted againft Mr. Barwell alone, but muft be brought agatnft all the 
Gentlemen pointed out, as well by Mr. Smith, the Company's Solicitor in England, in his Report, 
as by the General Letter of the Honourable the Court of DireAors. It would not fufficient that 
Mr. Barwell would Rand forth and take upon himfelf the whole Refponfibility, il^cher Perfons 
wpear to be interefted. It is a Principle in Equity, that all intcrcRra Parties mow be before the 
Court, or otherwife they will not make a Decree i the Court will in all Rich Cafes know who were 
the Parties engaged, aiid judge who ought to be the rerponfible ones. I beg therefore to be fa¬ 
voured with the Refolutions of the Honourable Board, whether 1 am to Rie the Bill againR all 
thofe GentIemen.now in Bengal, who appear to have been concerned in the Tranfadlion. 

Calcutta, 2 am, Sir, &c. 

14 May 1779, (Signed) N. Naylor, 

Attr to the Hon“* Comp'. 

Ordered, That the Attorney be informed, that the Board approve of the Mode which he has 
recommended *, but they leave it to him to adopt that, or any other which may be bell calculated 
to anfwer the Intentions of the Court of Diredors relative to the Suit againft Mr. Barwell. r 


EXTRACT of the fteyentie Letter from Bengal, dated ioth January 17S0. 

In the I «h Paragraph of out Letter by the Gatton, wc apprized you of the Suit which we 
had direded to be commenced againft Mr. Barwell, in Obedience to your Commands of the 4tli 
March 1778. The Company's Attorney having acquainted us, that it was the Opinion of the Advo¬ 
cate General, that the Suit could not with Propriety be inftituted againft Mr. Barwell alone, but that 
it muft be brought againft all the Gentlemen pointed out, as well by Mr. Smith your Solicitor in 
England, in his Report tranfmitted to us, as hy your Commands above quoted >, and that it would 
not be fuRicient chat Mr. Barwell fliould ftand forth and take upon himfelf the whole Refponfibility, 
if other Perfons-appeared to be interefted; requefting, at the fame Time, Inftrudbions for his 
Guidance) we accordingly directed the Attorney to adopt any Mode which might appear to him 
beft calculated to anfwer the Intention of your Honourable Court relative to the Suit againft Mr. 
Barwell. 

We have been fince apprized by the Company’s Attorney, that great Difficulty and Delay are 
likely to be expCifted in ferving the Procefs of the Court on the Parties included in the Bill, which 
amount to no Icfs than Seventeen Perfons j moft of whom arc rcfidcnt at different Parts of the 
Provinces, and fomc of them Natives of confidcrablc Note. 


EXTRACT of Bengal Revenue Confultations, the 30th July 1779.' 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter, which he has received from tlic 
Company’s Attorney. 

To George Hodgfon, Efquirc, Secretary to the Honourable Board of Revenue, 

Sir, 

The Bill for the Recovery of the Monies received by the Servants of the Honourable Company,’ 
from Salt Farms in the Province of Dacca, being now prwared agreeable to the Inftru£tions of the 
Advocate General, and in Conformity to the Report of the Solicitor at Home, includes no lefs 
than Seventeen Perfons as Parties, moft of them refident at different Parts of the Provinces, anti 
Ibme of them Natives of inconfiderable Note, in ferving the Procefs of the Court on whom, great 
Difficulty and Delay may realbnably be expelled; and as 1 am induced to collcfl; from the original 
Inftrudions of the Honourable Board, and the Direftions which I have fince received to ex¬ 
pedite the Suit, that it is not pnly their Wilh, but their Expeftation, fpeedily to receive a Decifion 
therein, I think it my Duty to apprize the Honourable Board of the Circumftances, before the Bill 
is filed, and ibme of the Parties ftrved with Procefs to anfwer. 

I am, &c. 

Calcutta, (Signed) N. Naylor, 

goth July 1779. Att' to the Hon*" Comp'. 
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COURT’S ORDERS of 12th Juljr 1^82, relative to Law Suits. 

EXTRACT of the Company’s General'i(ettep‘to ^gal, dated 12th July 1782. 

Par. 74. tJ AVING, in feveral of our Letters to you, fince 1773, ordered legal Proceedings to 
^ be taken againft fundry Perfons therein named •, we direft that you lofc no Titne In 
bringing thefe feveral Suits to Determination, and particularly inform us of the State theredf, 'the 
Grounds of Defence, and wher^ they m« probably be brought to Trial. 

75. As it is highly neciflky that‘are fhopld be regularly informed, from Time to Time, rf 
the State of th« Mw Suits in Which th^ Company is enea^ with Europeans: We therefore dlldSt 
that you fend us in Duplicate an Account of all fuen Suits which have been commenced, nr'ar> 
dered to be commenced, in the Supreme Court, wherein the Company are Panics, and the Sta^ of 
the Proceedings that have been had therein. 


APPENDIX, N° 103. 

Mr. LAW'S E/idence refpcaing SALT PETUE. 

IC’WAN LAW, Efquire, attending according to Order, was afked. In what Manner the SaltPetre 
Trade was conduced before the Company had rftabliihed a Monopoly of that Article in the 
Province of Bahar? to which he faid. He believes the Salt Petre Trade was always confidered as a 
Monopoly, and granted by the Subahs as a Matter of Favour to different Perfons. Reing afked. 
In what Manner the Foreign and Native Merchants purchafed this Article before the Eftablilhment 
of the'Eogllfli Influence ? he faid. It could only be iMUght from the Manufafturer, in the Firft In- 
fiance, by thofe Perfons who were allowed to trade in it, and all other Perfons muft purchafe from 
them. 

Being afked. In what Manner the Company’s Inveftment for Salt Petre is now provided ? be laid,' 
The whole Quantity of Salt Petre produced in the Province of Bahar, is brought into the Com¬ 
pany’s Fa£bories, and certain eflablifhed Prices allowed ibr it, and no other Perfons wbatfoever are 
permitted to trade in this Article. Being afked. Whether thofe Prices ever vary ? be faid, He be¬ 
lieves not i but ilwt may be immediately afeertained by a Reference to tbe Company’s Accounts. 

Being afked, Whether Salt Petre js provided by Contrail or Agency ^ be faid. By Agency, 
—^Being afked, Whether any Advances are made to the Original Providers or Manufaflurers m that 
Commodity ? he faid, Advances are certainly mode to the larger Aflamics, or Perfons who collet 
from fmali Manufafburers 1 but he is not clear, whether Advances are made to the Firft Provider. 
Being afked. In what Proportion to the Quantity provided are the Advances made ? he faid. He 
does not believe there is above One Fourth advanced at a Time •, but as tliey deliver in Salt Petrci 
frefb Atlvances are made. Out of this he excepts old Balances. He faid. It has been conflantly re¬ 
commended by the Supreme Council at Calcutta to the Council at Patna, to ufe their Endeavours 
to recover the large outflanding Balances due from the Salt Feire AfTamies but I believe they have 
been able to recover only a fmali Part of the Balances. Being afked, What Methods they ufcd to 
recover the B.ilances ? he faid, Peons have been placed over the AfTamies from whom Balances 
have been due, and Deductions have been made from the eflablifhed Price, in Foment for the 
Qiiantittes they at different Times delivered in. Being afked. What has been the EfIeCt of making 
thefe Deductions ? he faid, Small Sums have been recovered *, but he believes the Price given for Sale 
Petre is too low for much being gotten in that Way. Being afked. Whether the AfTamies always 
carry on their Manufacture with equal Succefs ? he faid. The Quantity which any particular Aflamie 
IS able to procure, will, he thinl^s, vary; but the Expences of the Manufacturer is nearly the fame. 

Being afked. What be conceives would be the Confequence of laying open the Trade of Salt Petre 
to tlie Manufacturer, to the "^de of the Country at large, or to the Company, confidered either 
as a commercial or a political l^dy ? he laid, Suppoflng the French and Dutch Companies to be 
eflablifhed as heretofore in Bengal, there certainly would be a Struggle for this Article, which would 
of courfe be beneficial to all thofe concerned in the Manufacture *, fuppofing that Government re¬ 
frained from taxing their Advancmes, the Quantity procured by the Englifh Company would either 
by thefe Means be leflened, or this Price very much enhanced to them ; therefore, as a commercial 
Body, he fhould confider them as Lofers 1 in their political C^acity, they might perhaps gain, by 
the ILxtcnfion of the Trade. Bci^ afke) 3 , How the Foreign Companies, in Time of Peace, arefup- 
plied with this Article ? he faid. They receive from the Fadtories at Bahar a certain Quantity, and 
at a Price fettled with the Government at Calcutta, 

Being afktd, Whnt other Articles of invefiiment are made on the Company’s Account in Bahar, 
bcQdes Salt Petre and Ophium ? he faid, Cloths, and fome few iDrugs. 
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Id the Tear 1771 
177a 

impogrf neat 

4 m 

'Jtm 

Jiim 

M |5 5 - 

•,366 tp — — 

*773 

»774 

D" 

D* 



*»935 *- 

1,687 1 — 

J 775 

D* 

Mt 


1,412 3 — 

. J 7’76 

D* 

— 

— 

*»745 <3 - 

1777 

D* 

mm 

—• 

2,017 9- 

1778 

D* 

mm 


u> .0 

1 1 

1 1 

»779 

D' 

— 


1780 

D* 

— > 

— 

1,324 8 — — 

1781 

D* 

mm 

«*■ 

2,216 14 — — 

178a 

D* 

•A 

— 

364 12 — — 

178.3 

Dr 

•«4 • 


15 - 

!aft India Houfe. 

! i3thjune 1783, 

Neat Toas 


. 19,384 i6- 

Sam* Nieoli, Accoun'. 
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An ACCOUNT of the (^lantity of Salt Petrc allowed tp the French, Dutch, and Danifli 
Fadlories, from 1770 to the U(l Accounts received. 


French. 


Maunds. 


i 770 '< 

— 

18,000 

1771.4 

“■ 


1774-3 


““ 

» 773-4 

“*• 


* 774-5 



* 775-6 


13,000 

1776-7 


14,000 

1777.8 

— 

27,000 

1778-9 

— 

11,000 



Dutch. 


Danilh. 


Maunds. 


Maunds. 

T* 

23,000 

rr 

4,000 

— 

23,000 

— 

-T 

-r 

22,000 

•— 

5 »Qop 

rr 

22,000 

— 

7,000 

—- 

25,000 

— 

12,0p0 

r- 

23,000 

-T 

6,poo 

.IM 


>.• 

6,000 

— 

23,000 

— 

6,700 

■r 

23.000 

— 

1,300 


Baft India Houfe, 
18A Pebr' 1783. 


Etrors excepted. 

John Ahnis, 

Auditw Indian Acxo**. 
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£ X T R A C T of^ General Letter {i<^ Beniail, dated 24th March 176^. 

Par. 47. have been dirappointed by the late Arrival of the latter Part of the Salt Petre, 

which left Patna in the Month of Noyembeiv and has been delayed on its Way ever 
lince, owing, as we are informed, to the bad .Condition of the Boats, and the Negligence of the 
People who have it in Charge. We have ordered .5,200 Maunds to be laden on. the Ponflbornc, 
but have given Directions to the Commander, as the ^ealbn is fo far advanced, pot to wait a 
Moment for it, or delay in the Receipt of the Bale Goods. Should he not receive to this Amount, 
the Matter Attendant will endorfe what may be deficient of the Bill of Lading, and Notice the fame 
in his Advice of her Di^atch. The feveral Difpatches of Salt Petre this Seafon have been as 
follows i viz. < ^ . 


On Board ihe 

: ' M" 

Via Bombay. 

M" 

Admiral Watfon — 

3,000 

Lord Anfon — — 

8,000 

Grenville , — 

9,000 

Prince of Wales —• 

1,500 

Kent — 

•— 7»S0Q 

Diana ■— — 

8,000 

Ponlborne — 

5»^oo 

Via Madras. 
Pacific — — 

7,65o 


EXTRACT of the General Letteefrom Bengal, dated zSth November i y 66 . 

Con. iSthAttg. Par. uq. Our'Salt Petre Invettment this Seafon, With what remained in our Godowns of the 
laft Year’s Provifion, will, we redcon, amount to about One hundred and Fifteen thoufand 
Maunds; of this we have agreed to fet apart 20,000 Maunds for the Supply of the Dutch, and 
Con. ao June. 15,000 Maunds (ot the French, and have conie to the Refolution of fending the following Sup¬ 
plies to the other Two Prefidencies} viz. M*' 

To Madras, for the Ufe of the Settlements — — 5,000 

for Three Ships to Europe •— — 12,000 

» 7>ooo 

To Bombay, for the Ufe of the Settlements — 3,000 

For Three Ships to Europe •— — 15,000 

18,000 

And we lhall lade on Board the Five Ships intended to be difpatched from hence, 22,000 
Maunds. 

EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated 20th November 1775. 

Par. 16. As the Goodwill Tender was not offered, to us for conveying Treafure only, but alfo 
for any other Articles which it might be neceffary to fend to Bombay, we delired the Board of 
Trade to lade on Board her 4,000 Bags of the Salt Petre which the Prcfidcncy of Bombay had 
indented for ^ but they refufed to comply, and alledged that they had engaged for other Ships to 
perform this Service.' We fince find that they really had not that Quantity of Salt Petre in the 
Warehoufe at the Time; but, as they did not make this an Excufe for their Non-compliance, we 
have acquainted them with our Sentiments, that no Authority is allowed them by your Inftruftions, 
to freight any Vcffel on the Company’s Account, without our previous Aflent or Directions} and, 
to avoid any undectfive Altercation with that Board, we beg Leave to fubmit the Propriety of their 
Conduct in this Inftanc^ to your Determination. 

EXTRACT of a Letter from the Board of Trade at Fort William in Bengal, to the Court of 
Directors} dated 31ft October 1775. 

Par. 10. One more SubjeCt ^ Difierence with the Governor General and Council we think it ne- 
ceffary to mention, becaufe they intimated to us that they would make a Reprefentation to you upon it. 
On the 15ch Auguft, they fenc .u| an Extras of a Letter from the Prcfidcncy of Bombay, requefting 
to be fupplied wth 8,000 Salt Petre, and defired that we would take proper Meawres for 

complying with this Requeft. We in confcqucnce engaged the Freight of it on the ufual Terms, 
in the fame Manner as we had done the preceding Year. On the tgth September, we received ano¬ 
ther Letter foom the Governor General and Council, defiring that we would immediately Ihip 4,000 
Bags of Salt Petre for Bomba^, on Board the Goodwill lender, a Veffel belonging to the Fleet 
under Sir Edward Hughes. We declined complying with their Dcfirc} indeed, we had not at that 
Time a larger Quantity in our Warehoufe than was neceffary for the Cargo of the Salilbury. Their 
Obfervation upon this will be feen in our Confultation of the 29th September, and our Anfwer in 
that of the 6in of October} and we b^ to be favoured with your Orders, whether it refts with 
us, or the Governor General and Ononcil, to procure Conveyances for tranfporting Goods from our 
Department to the other Settlements, in cafe there arc none of^your Ships to be fpared for that 
Purpofe* 
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COPY of PAPERS reUtive G 0 L ON E'L MACLEANE afting as Agent 
to the NABOB of A R COT. 

Separate Proccidings-of the Seleft'Comtftittec at Fort Saint George. 

At a Committee •, PRESENT, 

Alexander Wynch, Efquirc, Governor, Prefident, 

Jofeph Smith, John Maitwell Stone, 

♦ Edward Straccy. 

^HE Prefidcnt aetjuaints the Committee, that he deflred thfcir Ineeting him, to advife them that Mondiy, 
he has the greateft Reafon to think, that Colonel MacW'^ and Mr. James Johnfon, who 
embarked on the Dutton, are charged with fome fecret N^ociatibris from the Nabob. 

He has for fome Time obferved, that Intrigues were carrying on at the Durbar •, but of late they 
liacl proceeded to much greater Lengths than he apprehended they could have done •, and that the 
Cunip.iny may have a proper Idea of them, he Ihould lay before the Committee fuch Information as 
he l^id been able to obtain. From the Manner the Afiatics do all Bulinefs of this Kind, he here 
prcmilcs, that it muft be evident to the Committee, that tc will be impolTible for him to prove the 
Fails aflerted, or to dctcdl the Parties in thefe Intrigues; But thus much he will take upon him to 
fay, that he is convinced that the Events will prove, from the Aflettions made to him to be true. 

During the Courfe of the lad Year, the Scheme of making Applications to other Parts were 
SKlopted 1 and in Oilober Mr. James Johnfon was fent to Bengal, but returned from thence before 
he was expeiled, not being able to cdeil the BuHnefs he went on. The Nabob, and his fecond Son, 
from this Failure of their Hopes of Succefs, were induced to turn themfelvcs towards England. An 
Opportunity oifered by the Dutton, and they embraced it, contrary to the Opinions of the Durbar. 

The following arc the Subjefls of the Emball'y to His Majefty, as I am informed. 

That he, the Nabob, has been long oppreflfed by the Company and their Servants here and entreats 
His Majefty that he may not have the leaft Connexion with, or be the lead controlled by, the Cover* 
nor and Council of Madras, or the fupreme Council of Bengal \ and wifhes only to be conneiled with 
the King of England : That the Company’s Troops may be withdrawn from the different Forts in 
the Carnatic, as, in many Refpedls, their being ftationed there proves repugnant to his Honour and 
Intereft that he may have PermilTion to reduce the Myfore Country with hia own Troops i that he 
may be allowed to rent the Circars to the Northward} that as there is no Moorman of Rank or 
Family in the Province of Bengal, &c. he hopes His Majefty will accept of his Propofal for renting 
the whole Sot}ban]ip.~>-»That hr, the Prendent, underftands the fpecious Defigns of this Negociation 
is to have a fpecious Pretence for removing the eldeft Son to Bengal, fo that the Carnatic may be 
clear for the Succeflion of his Ikond Son. 

That the Prefidcnt further underftands, that the Nabob has commiflioned, that His Majefty may 
be requefted to aftuine this Government to himfelf, and that the Company may be confidered in no 
other Refpcdlf than as individual Merchants} and that he will fend out People from himfelf to the 
Charge. 

That the Negociation is carried on at an immenfe Expence, and with confidcrable Powers and 
Latitude, 

Agreed, That the foregoing Intelligence be communicated to the Secret Committee of the Court 
of Directors, by the Ship under Difpatch. ^ 

A'. Wynch, 

Jofeph Smith, 

J. M. Stone, 

E^ Straccy. 


To the Honourable the Chairman of theEaft India Company. 

Sir, 

1 have great Rea'fon to think, that Colonel McLean, who embarks on this Ship, is charged with 
fome fecret Negociation from the Nabob. The Scheme feems juft to have taken place here, after 
his Arrival in May laft j and that in confequence of it, Mr. James Johnfon, who has been in the 
Service of the Nabob fome Years, was fent to Bengal. 1 cannot find out what his Inftruflions were, 
but that he not being able to do what was required of him, returned here fooner than the Nabob 
expefted. He was afterwards intended to be fent to Europe i but I judge, the other Gentleman 
going, is deemed fufpicidus. By what 1 have been able to fift into the Scheme, Part of it appears to 
be for his eldeft Son to get a Provifioo at Bengal, and the fecond Son to follow him as Nabob of 
the Carnatic. The true CharaSers of the Two you may be-informed of from the late Prefident; 

Sau Com. Rep. IX. [a] and 
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and what may be expefted Ihoukl the latter take place^ which I fincerely hope never will happen. 
An Acquifition of more Country the Nabob alfo warns j and, give me Leave to fay, ever will, whilft 
that of any other Power borders upon his. 

The foregoing I thought it my Duty to advife you of) but confider this Addrefs as to yourfelf, 
for the Information of the Honourable Court, or not, at to you may feem proper. 

1 have the Honour to be, with much Refp^, 

Sir, 

Fort Saint George, Vour intrfl humble and moft obedient Servant, 

4th February 1775. A'. Wynch. 


To the Honourable the Chainnatt of the DlreAort of the Eaft India Company. 

Sir, ^ 

1 had the Honour to addrefs you Yefttrday 1 this is to advife, that this Day at Noon Mr. James 
Johnfon applied to me to go on this Ship, who, srith Colonel M*Lean, I have Reafon to think is, by 
Che Nabob, charged with the Sectec Negociation I have already mentioned to you. 

1 have the Honoiir to be, with much Refped, 

Sir, 

Your moft humble and 

Fort Saint George, moft obedient Servant, 

5th February 1775. A'. Wynch. 


To the HonouraUe the Chairman of the DireAors of the United Eaft India Company. 

Sir, 

By the Dutton, I did myfelf the Honour of writing you a few Lines, to advife you of the Secret 
Negociation the Nabob had fent Colonel Macleane and Mr. James Johnfon on. I'hc Information 1 
have obtained regarding that Buflnefs, I have entered on the Records of the Committee, which are 
by this Ship fent to the Secret Committee, and to which I beg Leave to refer you. 

But for your Information, and to fave you the Trouble of turning to the Records, I beg Leave 
to mve the following, and with it my Sentiments, regarding the Nabob and his Sons. 

The Jealoufy of %e Nabob, and his Defire of Independence, has long fince ftruck this Government. 
His Ambition and his Vanity prompt him to encourage thofe who will flatter thefe his prevailing 
Paflions t and the Nabob's fecond Son, who is artful and intriguing, and has difeovered thefe Weak- 
nefles in his Father, has indulged him with the Ideas of his Grandeur, the Profpedt of Indepen¬ 
dence, and the Hope of future Conquefts. Dazzled with thefe Objedts, be has transferred his Afiec- 
tions from his eldeft Son to him} and he alone feemi to govern the Carnatic at prefent. 

That this is not Speculation or Conjedture, you will readily admit on adverting to the Condudt of 
the Nabob and his fecond Son. The Incre^e of his Troops to their prefent Number, when the 
Company are fuppofed to keep a Force fufficient (Cavalry excepted) for the Carnatic ^ his Appli¬ 
cation for the withdrawing the Company's Troops from Vellum, which, though privately, was 
nevertheiefs made, but which Idiflfua^ him from*, his Refufal to admit a Company’s Garrifon 
into Tanjore, dfo to permit the Survey of the Ro^s of the Carnatic the frivt^us Argument 
for that Refufal, and the not giving me a Lift of Europeans in his Service, although often afleed for 
it; to which 1 may add, the receiving of People in public Charadicrs from Pondicherry, from 
whence a French Officer, Mr. fiaylie, came lately here, who, in a very recent Converfation he had 
with the Nabob, told him, that a French War was not very diftani, they having now a Minifter 
difpofed for War, and having had Oflers of Men and Money from the Spaniards; Points of this 
Kind, it had been ufual to communicate to this Government, it therefore appears the more extraor¬ 
dinary his not doing it: ATI thefe (hew a rooted Jealoufy of the Company, and ardent Defire of In¬ 
dependence, and which has increafed with his Power; and the fecond Son, after having joined the Con¬ 
fidence of his Father to the Prejudice of his cideft Brother, and obtained the Command of the 
Troops, he began to increafe them, encouraging every European he could get, contrary to the 
Opinion of this Government *, and, has colleAed a Number of Troops, and by them hopes to in- 
creafe his Confequence and his Friends. 

As 1 have mentioned to the Committee, that I underftand one of the principal Objefls is, to ^c 
the elder Son removed to Bengal, mat the Carnatic may be free for the fecond Son to fuccecd to it, 

I beg Leave to requeft your Attention to the following: 

By the Phirmaund of the Mogul, the Carnatic is given to the eldeft Son and his Heirs, after 
the Father’s Death; and the Treaty with Nizam Ally gives the eldeft Son the Carnatic, which 
the Company were Guarantees to 1 The French alfo have acknowledged him and bis Heirs as lawful 
SucerflTors. To remove him to Bengal would not only be a flagrant A& of Injuftice to him, but 
might be the Means of involving the Carnatic: Fef in cafe of the French acquiring Influence, 
they might not acknowledge the Second Son; nor could the elder Son be a Renter, while he bad 
an hereditary Right tQ fu^ a Government as the Carnatic. The Family would become divided ; 
Anarchy would reign ; and one general Ruin perhaps attend the Family. Conneded as the Corn* 
pany are with it, the Evils which would fdl on the Nabob’s Family would be likewife felt by the 
Company. 

a The . 
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The elde^ Son, tjccluflfe sf hit Right, is 4 Perlbn of Efteem among the Englilh, and 
felpedted ,bf all the .Coohctjr People ( He it known to be firmly attached to the Englilh, and the 
Interefts of the Company. The Second Son is generalljr difeftceincd, has an Averfion to Europeans, 
and, I believe, ardently ,viftea to expel them from hit Country. Of the Two, there can be no 
Doubt which ought, in Policy, as well a Jufiice, to fudbeed* 

You will pardon the Liberty I take in troubling you with the foKgoing, and in mentioning to 
you, that Mr, Straccy, who embarks on this Ship, ha been for a Year poft a Member ^ the Com* 
mitcee here, and for a Number of Years as TranOator and Interpreter: he is fuliv acquainted 
with every Thing that has palTed regarding the Politics of thefe Pant t to him 1 Dbg Leave to 
refer you for any Paticulat you may be defirous of knowing, regarding them, or the prefent 
Bufinefs. 


I have the Honour to be, with Refped, 

Fort Saint George, . Sir, 

i£th February 1775. Your moft obedient and moft humble Servant, 

Wynch. 


SeleA Committee, 

To the Gentlemen of the Secret Committee for the Time being of the Honourable the Court of 
Diredlort for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the Ball Indies. 


Honourable, 

The Prefidenc having communicated to us fome Information which he has obtained refpe^ing 
an Embaffy, laid to have been fenc by the Nabob to England, on the ‘Dutton, by the N^ns <5 
Colonel Macleane and Mr. James Johnfon, we have thought proper to communicate the fame to 
you i and they are accordingly entered on the Proceedings fent herewith. 

We are. 

Fort Saint George, Honourable, 

15th February 1775. Your faithful humble Servants, 

j* A'. Wynch, 

Jofeph Smith, 

J. M. Stone, 

E^ Stracey. 


EXTRACT of General Letter to Fort Saint George, dated 35th November 1775. 

Par. 35. The feparate Minute of your SelcA Committee on the 13th February lafi, as alfo the Letter 
from that Committee to our Secret Committee, dated the 15th, and the fevcral Letters recetvtxi 
from Governor Wynch, dated the 4th, 5th, and 15th of the faid Month, inform us of fome 
Apprehenfions ^that were entertained by your Seleft Committee, refpefting fome moft extraor* 
dinary DelTigns.of the Nabob of Arcot, for attempting his entire Independence of the Eaft India 
Company, and providing for his cldeft Son as a Renter of the Soubahfhip of Bengal, and his 
Second Son as SuccefTor to his Highnefs in the Government of the Carnatic •, and that thefe 
DeGgns, with feveral others of a very interefting Nature, as deferibed in the above«mentioned Papers, 
were to be conimunicated to His Majefty, the King of Great Britain, by Colonel Macleane and Mr. 
James Johnfon, who both returned to England in July laft. 

36. As you don’t acquaint us, that your Intelligence of this Matter is authentic. Time therefore 
muft difeover whether this Plan of the Nabob’s really cxifts or not. 

37. Our Direftions to you arc, that you ufe every Means in your Power to obtain a Difeovery of 
fuch Dcfigns, and to give us the beft and earUeft Information thereof 1 cautioufly guarding, as far as 
you can, agaipft any Kich Attempts, fo fatal to our Aflfairs in the Carnatic. 

38. We are glad that you feem to be fully apprized of the dangerous Conrequences which muft 
arife from fuch Mcafures, and we doubt not your utmoft Attention to prevent them, and that you 
will endeavour to preferve a good Underftanding between his Highnefs and the Company. 


NARRATIVE of the Reafons which induced Colonel Macleane to reGgn the Service» dated 
London, igth February 1776 t read in Court the next Day. 


Narrative of the Realbns which induced me to lefign the Service, that I might fubmit my Cafi; and 
ConduQ to the Honourable the Court of Ditedors. 

Soon after my Arrival in Bengal, I was attacked by a very dangerous Diforder, under which I 
continued for more than Three Months, without Proljped of Recovery in that Climate. This in* 
duced Dodor Handcock, and the other Phyficians or Calcutta, to preferibe a Sea Voyage, as the 

only 
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bfity CbaDcebf rtftorifig ilie t» Heattb. Accoiyittf|lyt*^'-]^t Bto^ at‘'Hte End of tbb'Moiifi^* 
that 1 (night return by the fie^nnutg of the next.- st M^mh At'St^a, add iTefoth tlw Shiffi^a 

Arrival at Madras, I had peifeAly got the bettef of ihy*^^ieidif^fitton.' !* 

The Nabob ot Arept is of an'ihqiTiririve fnd curiodl pi^gti^h he Vilhes to fee, ahd aAda|t^ 
fees all Strangers of any Rank,'that arrive K Madras.^ 'Ht bW 'leafntt tfcit I had been Under S^- 
c(etary of the Southern Det>artmeflt| that I had b^n-ln f attihm^nt; '* abH that I held an Office of 
Truft in Bengal." I was incioduced to his Highnefs the’ObVcfBor, Mr, Wynch, who carried me 
from hts Coonti^ Houfc to Chepauck in his Chitioc. As wd ftlong, Mr. Wynch told me the 
Nabob wotlld afk me.i many Queftions; I replied, that he might depend tipon it no Anfwer flioul 4 
efcape.from me, but what became a faithfVil Settlint Of the Company to make*, and i folemnly pro* 
teft that I never made a Reply, or gave an Adyice io the Nabob, that did not flow from my Duty 
to the State, and to the Company^ i fbui^ liis'H^hhefs viery intjuifltive, particularly to know what 
was thought of him in England how h 4 flood with the King, with the Company, with the Parlia* 
ment, with the People i 1 anfwered, thaii iii generaU the Natob of Arcot flood well with the Na¬ 
tion of England •, but that fome of his Meafurei had given Umbrage to the Court of Direftors. He 
feemed furprized: The Governor, fays he, often does me the Favour to breakfaft with me at my 
Houfe on the Sea. 1 fball expert to fee you often; if the Governor's Lcifure permits him to come« 

1 expeft you will accompany him ) but 1 ihall expedf to fee you often. I bowed, and accompanied 
the Governor back. After this, for more than a Month, 1 bad frequent Intifgviews with the Nabob. 
He feemed particularly unieafy at hearing he did not ftand well with the Court of DireAors. The 
Phrafe I made'ufe of was, that? he was in bad Odour with the Court; that foineof his Meafures 
gave them room to fufped he was aiming at an Independency, not confiftent with the Welfare of 
the Company, and that he ought to take Meafures to remove thofe Impreflions. He declared that 
he never eiKCTtained fuch a Thought; that.if he had erred, it w^ without Defign ; that he was not 
fo weak as not to know tluic the Height and Importance to which his Family had rifen amongfl the 
Muflulmen of Hindoflan, were owing to his Connexions with the Englilh ; that he had invariably, 
in the worfl of Times, been their bell Ally ; and that he looked on' himl'elf as embarked in the 
fame Ship with his Friends, the Englifli, and that they mufl fink or fwim together. He was 
anxious to know what in particular had given Dfience. I named fome Things, and told him, that 
unlefs he perjiikted mq to fee bis Correfpbndence, 1 could not give him- the found Advice he 
required. He ordered his Secretary to let me have his Correfpondence. I then pointed out * many 
Things that could not but give Umbrage. He plotefted his Innocence; entered into a long Detail 
of his Seryicqs to prove it; and concluded with a^ing what he mufl do to remove thefe unfavourable 
Impreflions. I told him, that England was a generous Nation, which never attacked or broke Faith 
with its Allies, till they cither entered, or were inclined to enter into Hoftilitics againft it. That his 
belt Way was to throw himfelf upon their Generofity, and they would give him a lading and ho¬ 
nourable Conflitution. That his Error had been in feparating, even in Idea, the Company from the 
Nation. That whoever had told him that the King, the- Nation, and the Company were not one 
and the fame, had mifinformed him. That it was his Duty to look up to the King as the Head of 
the Whole; but in looking at His Majefty; he fliould look through, and not over the Company. 
Mahy Converfations pafled to this Purpofe; the Refult of which was a Defirc to know what he ought 
to do in his prefcni Situation. I adyifed'him as above, to throw'himfelf entirely on the Nation arid 
the Company',' and to fend fdme Perfon he could rely upon. Home, With full Powers to fettle all Dif¬ 
ferences. He faid he would confider the Matter. ‘ At thfe next Interview, he coldtae'he had confl- 
dered my Advice, and found it good ; that he had been often folicited for Powers fimilar to thofe I 
advifed, but he never could prevail upon himfelf to inveft any Man with the Power of granting 
away his Dominions with the Stroke of his Pen. He now found it neceflkry for Kim to veft thofe 
Powers in fomebody—« And, where,” he was pleafed to fay, can I veft them fo fefely as in the Perfon 
« who has given me good Advice? If you,” addisd fais Highnefs, « will enter into my Service, I will 

fend you to England, hnd give you foil Powers to fettle all my Affairs.” I proiefl to this Ho¬ 
nourable Court, that 1 did not entertain the fmaliefl Idea that fuch an Offer would be made to me; 
1 was confequently very much furprized at it. I replied, that his Highnefs had many Friends in 
England more capable of ferving him than me, that he had alfo Servants in Madras, whom he might 
trull; but, that I was a Servant of the Company, and could not accept of the Honour he intended 
me. I held, bcfidcs, aa Office if Truft and Conft^uence in Bengal, and had Privileges of Trade, 
which were very confidcrablc; therefere, both in point of Duty and my own Inferefe, I was precluded 
from accepting his Highnefs's 0 |er. Laying his Hand upon my Shoulder, he replied,—*♦ My Friend, 
« the beft I'rade you can follow^ is my Trade. The Company, I hope, will not refufemeonc Servant, 
*• efpecialiy as 1 mean to employ him for our mutual Service; I therefore entreat you not to refufe me.” 
In Anfwer, I told his Highnefs chat, edciuGve of the Reafons I had urged afrea^, I haH the Moniur 
to live on Terms of .^ViendfiiipWidoh Mr. Haftiogs f, now placed in’political Concerns at the Head 
of all the Settlements in India, and therefore I could on no Account accept the Offer without his Ap- 

* Tkc Manner in which he ttlked of hit beinj neatnlly fitnated with Prance, on Account of the Treaty of P">*; 
flxptefions that had efcaped him. rather dirrefpeaful to the Company ; hit Defire to garrifoa Trichinopoly with hie 
oWn Troops; not admitting an Engtifii Oartiibn into Tanjore, ttt. Ste. 

t May 1774. The Swallow jUoop had bievght todicatic Accooati from Bombay, of the Aft of Parliameat cenfii* 
tnUng the Supreme Coancil, tic. , 

probation 
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{)i<Qb(tioft um] CoQcurNoctt. tiis Mighflefs replied* ** 1 will Write t6 my Frieed Mh Hallingt* wild* 
•» I hope* will not refufc me the Service of one Friend.** On thefc Terms vre parted, and I returned to 
BengalT From the feveral Converfations I had with the Nabob, the Matters he wilhed to tranfafl in 
England were thefe: ” I wilh,” faid Jic, *« to depofit One Copy of my Will with the King, a Copy 
*• with the Company, and a Copy with the Council of Madras, that after my Dcccafe, the Wifdom 
“ of the Nation may be exercilcd in refpcA of the Succedlon. By the MufTulman Law, the Father 
** has a Right to chufe his Succefibr from among his Children } by keeping his Choice fccret, he is 
** enabled to prcferve Harmony and Peace in his Family. Should 1 die, my Children may each be> 
*' come Competitor, and bid for the Succeflion} and if there Ihould not at the Time be a good Go> 
vernor in Madras, the higheft Bidder might be taken} but if my Will were depofited as 1 have 
explained, and Enuland would guaranty the SuccelTion to my Dominions in my Family, no im- 
** mediate Step could be taken to my Detriment on my Deceafe, and I Ihould die in Peace. I'lie 
World,” added he, “ imagines that I have Preferences for my Children. They are miftaken. I 
“ love all my Children, and wifli to provide for them. I wifh to leave my Arcot Dominions to my 
“ Heir, and my other Countries to my younger Children, as Fiefs tributary to Arcot. Should this 
*‘ be guarantied to me, I would enter into a Treaty, olFenfive and defendve, to lall as long as our 
United Power (hould endure. I would allow my Army to be regulated j I would maintain a ftipu- 
** lated Body of Horfe, and no more % I would maintain a ftipulated Body of Sepoys •, I would 
** regulate my Finances, and when out of Debt, would lend my Treafure, if wanted by the Com- 
“ pany, or remit it till I Ihould want it, as a Refource for my Family, to England. By I'uch a Plan, 
** both the Company and 1 would be enabled to make large Savings t And all that 1 would aik in Re- 
** turn would be the guaranty of my Dominions, and Affurances that the Englilh Gentlemen 
** would not interfere in the interior Management of my Countries, but that I might be allowed to 
** govern them by my own Laws and my own Cuftoms} and, to convince them that I do not mean 
** or wifli for Independency, I would build, or agree to the building of Cantonments and Maga> 
** zincs, in proper Places, that the Company’s Forces might be kept in a Body St for Aftion, to 
*' crulh me if I failed in my Engagements to them, or in my ftipulated Payments.” 

When I returned to Bengal, I found Mr. Haftings very much agitated by the Ahimofities and 
Diflentions which had arifen in the Rohilha Country between the Vizier and the Commander in Chief, 
and between the Commander in Chief, the Officers of the Brigade, and the Governor and Council, k* 
lative to Prize Money} the Brigade being difeontented that the Vizier’s Troops had received Con* 
tributions and Booty from the conquered Country, while they had been allowed none. Mr. Haftings 
faid, thefe Things made him very uneafy, left the public Service might fuffer. He was afraid of a 
Mutiny, or that the War might min out into a Length he did not expeft, and therefore he had come 
to a Refolution to fend fome Perfon of a conciliatory Difpofition to heal all thefe Differences. If,” 
be was pleafed to fay, ” your Health would allow you to go, I had Thoughts of alking you to under* 
** take this Commiffion.*’ I anfwered, that I fliould eftcem myfelf honoured in the Truft, and that my 
Health was perfedlly re-eftablilhed. But 1 took the Refolution not to mention any Thing of what 
had pafled at Madras j knowing, that if Mr. Haftings approved of the Nabob’s Defign, and thought 
it advantageous for me, his Delicacy would have thrown his Choice on fome other Pcrlbn} and I was 
anxious to ferve him, and to execute fo important a Commiflion. I foon after fet off for the Army, 
which I reached with as much Expedition as was expefled ^ but I found the Talk afligned me very 
difficult. I found it utterly imprafticable to heal the Breach between the Vizier and the Commander 
in Chief; but what related to the Officers of the Brigade, 1 perfcAly fucceeded in, for they were 
eafily convinced that they had blamed the Governor and Council without Caufe, as they had not the 
Power of complying with their Wifhes, on account of a Claufe in the late A£t of Parliament; but 
that it was their Duty to fubmit their Cafe to the Court of Direftors for Relief. As I am confeious 
that in every Parc or my ConduA in India I ftri£lly adhered to my Duty, and as I wifli moft ar* 
dently to ftand high in the Opinion of this Honourable Court, 1 beg Leave to be a little more parti¬ 
cular in my Recital relative to my Interviews with the Vizier i becaufe it has come to my Knowledge, 
that General Clavering fufpeAed me of having ** fabricated the Vizier’s Letter againft Colonel 
** Champion.” I folemnly declare that this Sufpicion is highly injurious to me; that I afled on 
Principles diametrically oppoftte j that Friendfliip to Colonel Champion was one of the Motives Mr. 
Haftings afligned for fending me to the Army } and that I ufed every Argument furnifhed me by 
Mr. Haftings, and every Argument I could think of myfelf, to efitft a Reconciliation between the 
Vizier and the Commander in Chief, but in vain } for the Breach was fo wide between them, and the 
Charges brought by the Vizier of fuch a Nature, that every Thing I could urge proved ineffcdtual. 
Mr, Middleton, who wayijrefent, and afted as Interpreter at every Interview I had with the Vizier, 
will bear Witnefs to the Truth of this; for I was particularly careful, out of Delicacy towards Mr. 
Middleton, never to go near the Vizier but in bis Company, and never to have any Intcrcourfe 
with him, either by Letter or Meflage. And I folemnly declare upon my Honour, that 1 never re¬ 
ceived, cither direAly or indireftly, by myfelf or others, any Prefent or Emolument from the Vizier, 
or any other Prince or Perfon, while in India, or Cnee I left it (• the Nabob of Arcot excepted) ex¬ 
cept the ufual Prefents of Introduftion, a Drefs and a Horfe, within the Limits of my Covenants» 


* Who allows me £. 4,300 per Annum. 




and 
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And I further folemnly declare^ thatby my Service inBengal I tm and muft continue to htA great SuflSerer, 
tinlefs this Honourable Court fhaU pkafed to take iny Cafe into Cenfideration, and ^anr me RrIk/» 
The Uneafiners, cohreqaen't of a jmrouhdlefs Sufplcion, -will, I hope, plead in my Excufe for this (butt 
Digrefllon, which I will conclude by faying, that 1 was‘fo far from fomenting the Differences fubfiliing 
between the Vizier and Colonel Champion, that when ^ Excellency prefled me to lay his Complaints 
before the Governor and Council, 1 tdld him, in theplaiiieil Language I could chufe, ** that he totally 

mifunderftood the Purport of ray Miflion * that 1 had been feat as the Meflengcr of Peace and 
“ Friendihip, but that he endeavoured to make me the Mejleittcr of Difeord and I positively re- 
fufed to prefer his Complaints. Excluftve of what I have fai^ 1 Mve written Documents to prove^ 
that private Friendihip for Colonel Champion was ohe of the Realbns which induced Mr. HalUnga 
to fend me to the Vizier. 

Having returned to Calcutta, I found ijne of the Nabob of Arcot's Secretaries, Mr, Johnfoa, . 
(who has flnee accompanied me here) fetf to folicit me, in confequence of what had paifed at the 
Coaft, to enter into his Hlghnefs’s Service, bn taking the Advice of iny Fritnds, and hieing clear 
in Point of the Legality of the MeaTure, havuig coriMted the Chief ^uuice, I, for the firff Tknfi, 
acquainted Mr. Haftings with what had pafled, and came to the following Refolution: That if the 
Office I held (hould be put on the Footing 1 had a Right to expe£l, I womd prefer it to that offered 
me by the 'Nabob, which was in its Nature precarious. But no Notice having been taken, cither for 
or againft me in the late Aft of Parliament, nor in the Inftruftions of the Court of Direftors, 1 con- 
fequently ftdud upon the Words of my flfff Appointment, which were, that I (hould “ enjoy the 

Privilege bf recording ‘DiiTcnts on Military Expences in the Proceedings of Council, and that 1 

Ihould receive the Salary and EmoVm'ems of the youngefl: Member in CounciU’ I'be Office I 
held was ot great Magnitude, Truft, and LitilUy, and therefore deferved being put above Corrup¬ 
tion. On thefe Ground^ I moved for what I conceived, and ftdl conceive, to have been my Rights 
but not fucce'eding, I reflgncd my OffTce, and accepted of the Nabob's Offer, as the Means of laying 
my Cafe before this Honourable Court* hopir^'^at as bvery Thing I have done has been within the 
l.ine of my Duty, and much for the Benrat of rhe Company and of the Nation, they will b£ 
pleafed to look upon me as dill in their Service, the Light In which I have all along confidered myfelf. 
As fuch, it is my Duty to fubmit the ultimate Dcciffon of this Matter entirely 10 this Honourable 
Court. I can venture to pledge myfelf that the Nabob -of Arcot will ratify every Thing that I have 
fee forth. If the Court declines receiving the Letter which I am charged with for them by the 
Nabob, 1 am ready to furnilh every necelfary Information from and to the Nabob, as a private confi¬ 
dential Friend, entruffed by him * and if neither of thefe Modes (hall be found eligible by this Ho¬ 
nourable Court, I then hope they will employ me in whatever Manner they may judge my Talents or 
my Endeavours ufeful * it being my Ambition to devote the Remainder of the aftivc Parc of my Life 
to the Service of the Company. 

It may be proper for me to mention, that fince my Arrival in England I have heard many Reports 
which have been circulated as written from Madras, and feme publilhed in the Papers, aOigning dif. 
ferent Motives for the Commiflioo with which the Nabob has honoured me * but 1 tiioughc it riehc 
never to make the leaft Reply to any Rumours of this Nature, knowing, that as foon as this Ho¬ 
nourable Court (hould be pleafed to hear what I had to fay, every Thing of that Kind muff fall to 
the Ground. 1 alfo thought it my Duty not to folicit the Favour of the Direftors individually 
before I had laid niy Cafe before the Court, fenfible that a Matter of fuch Importance muff be 
determined by'its Own Weight, and that it would be Prefumption in me to expeft -that any perfonal 
Intereff could be obtained'where the public Advantage was fo materially concerned. 

It may further ‘be not improper for me juft to obferve, that the Advice 1 ventured to.give the 
Nabob has already had its Weight with'him, and prevented his taking fome Steps that might have 
given Umbrage to the CoUrt df uireftofs. I -bcgIseayc to mention Three; The Nabob had deter^ 
mined to blow bp the Fotc of 'Vellum, fituated within Fifteen Miles of Tamorc, as'being a needle(s 
Expence to him * 'to'refent Hyder Ally’s having Koffllcly entered and raifed Contributions in his pif- 
trifts of Cudiapa and Klnnoul ■, and to take a frontier Country into hU Proteftion, which complained 
of ill Treatment from the Nizam. 'l reprefented to his-^ighnefs, that nothing coiild tend more to 
confirm the Court of Direftors in the Opinion they might entertain of his aiming at Independency, 
than his entering into Meafiires fuch Magnitude, Vlihout their Knowledge or Participation : Thtf 
although the Fort ofVellukn became a needlefs-Expcace now thatTanjore was in his Pofleffiim, yet, 
being aKcy to Tanjprc, ic 'wopjd be fufpefted that Policy and not'Expcncc was the true Reafim 
which induced his Highiiefs to! demolilh it. In refpeft -of Hyder Ally’s -Eruption, I entreated hb 
Highnefs not to think of Retaliation on any Account, without the Knowledge of the Company ^ 
Home, as it might lead to a very fer'ious War: That while be placed his Confidence in the Company, 
they would never fuffer either Infult or lojuffice to be done to him, but would take inch Mea- 
fures, in Concert with him, ^sWlfdom and found'Policy diftated. And in regard of the Country 
claiming Proteftion againft theNhsam, I gave him the feme Advice. His Highnefs approved a 
the 'Whole, and took no other Meafure on aby of th^e Ocoaij 0 ns,‘than direfting me to lay them, ia 
his N^ma, before the Court of Direftors. 

L. Macleane. 


Londoby 13th February 1776^ 


. EXTRACT 
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E X T R A C T of the Proccedingt of the Coert of DircAors, the a4th March 177)^. 

On a Motion, 

Refolved, That a Committee be appointed to take into Conlideratiofi a Pamphlet, intituled, ** State 
** of Fadts relative to Tanjorei” and alfo another Pamphlet, intituled, ** Original Papers relative 
** to Tanjore }** both printed for T, Cadell* in the Strand, 17771 and to examine the Records of 
the Company relative to the AlTcrtions contained in the faid Pamphlets, and to report to this 
Court. The laid Committee to conlill of the following Diredlors $ and that any Three of them be 
a Quorum, via. 

Robert Gregory, Elquire, 

Richard Hall, Ef<^uire, 

John Harrifon, Eiquire, 

Thomas Bates Rous, Efquire, 

Henry Savage, Efquire, 

Jofcph Sparkes, Elquire, 

Edward Whelcr, Elquire, and 
George Wombwell, Efquiret 


Extract of the Proceedings of the Court of Direftors, a6ch March 1777. 

The Court, taking into Confideration what would be proper to be offered to the General Court to 
be held this Day, concerning fome late injurious Publications; 

Refolved iinanimoufly. That the Gentlemen in the Bireftion, finding themfclvcs very injurioufly 
treated in Two Panipyets lately publiihed, one intituled, Letter from Mahomed Aly Cawn, 
“ Nabob of Arcot, to the Court of Dircdlorsi’* to which is annexed, a State of Fafts relative to Tan¬ 
jore, with an Appendix of original Papers j the other intituled, “ Original Papers relative to Tan- 
“ jore i” both printed for T. Cadcll, in the Strand, 1777 j they therefore very carncftly entreat the 
General Court, and all the Proprietors, to fufpend their Judgment on the Condudl of their Direftors. 
thus indecently attacked by an anonymous and infidious Publication, until they lhall have fully and 
firtisfaflorily juftified themlelves to their Confticuems and (o -the Public, for which they have alroady 
made confiderable Preparations} and are bold to aflure the General Court, from the Materials before 
them, that they have not the lead Doubt of refuting thofc heavy Charges, which, could they be 
proved, would not only render them unfit to condufb the Affairs of this Company, but utterly un¬ 
worthy of every Degree of public Truft or Confidence. 

The Court of Dircftors fed the Impropriety of noticing, and thereby giving Con/equcnce to 
Publications of this Nature} but as they conceive the Abufe therein contained is unparalleled, and 
the Defign and Tendency extremely dangerous, and that the Author has it in View to depreciate the 
Comp.any in the Eyes of Government and of the Nation, and thereby to embarrafs their Affairs, the 
Court of DireAors hope their Conftituents will not, in this Indance, think the formal Examination 
of an anonymous Pamphlet an Indignity offered to the Company. 


EXTRACT of Minutes of a General Court of the Proprietors of the Ead India Company, 
held the a6th March 1777. 

The Chairman then acquainted the Court, that the-Court of Dircflors having this Day pafled a 
Refolution, which they were defirous of fubmitting to the Confideration of this Court s 
And the fame being called for, was read as follows: 

** At a-Court of Direftors, held on Wednefday the 26th March *777. 

** Refolved unanimoufly. That the Gentlemen in the DireAion, finding themfelves very injurioufly 
** treated in Two Pamphlets lately publiihed, intituled, ‘ Letter from Mahomed AH Chan, Nabob 
** of Arcot, to the Court pf Directorsto which is added, a State of Fa£ls relative to Tanjore, with 
** an Appendix of original Papers} and, ‘ Original Papers relative to Tanjore,’ they therefore vesy 
** carnedly entreat this Court, and all the Proprietors, to fufpend their Judgment on the Conduit 
of their Direilors, thus indecently attacked by an anonymous and infidious Publication, until 
*< they lhall have fully and fatisfiaAonly jullified themfelves to their Conllituents and to the Public, 
** for which they have already made confiderable Preparations, and are bold to alTure this Court, 
from the Materials before them, that they have not the Icaft Doubt of refuting thofc heavy 
** Charges, which, could they be proved, would not only render them unfit to conduit the Affairs 
« of this Company, but utterly unworthy of every Degree of public Trull: or Confidence. 

** The Court of Diredlors feel the Impropriety of noticing, and thereby giving Confequence to 
** Publications of this Nature, but as they conceive the Abufe therein contained unparalleled, the 

6 ‘ ‘ Defign 
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** Defign and Tendency extremely dangerous, and that the Author has it in View to depreciate the 
** Company in the Eyes of Government, and of the Nation, and thereby to embarrafs their Affairs, 
the Court of Diredlors hope their Conftituents will not, in this Inftance, think the formal £xa> 
mination of an anonymous Pamphlet an Indignity offered to the Company.” 

And the Court having duly confidered of the faid Refolution t 
It was on the Queition, 

Refolved unanimoully, That this Court doth approve of the Refolution taken by the Court of 
Directors this Day, and defire that the fame may be printed in all the public News papers. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Court of Dircdlors, of the 3 ift March 1777. 

A Letter was read from Lauchlin Macleane, Elquire, of this Day’s Date, declaring, that be no 
longer confiders himfelf a Servant of the Company. 


To the Honourable the Court of Diredlors of the United Company of Merchants trading 
to the £aft Indies. 

Plonourable Gentlemen, 

The Treatment I have met with from your Honourable Court, particularly from Mr. Harrifoa 
and Mr. Whclcr, renders it ncceffary for me to acquaint you, that whatever my Services, or my 
'Wiflies to continue in the Company’s Service, may have been, I now think it incumbent upon me, 
for the better Execution of the Trufts repofed in me, and for my own Vindication, to declare that 
I no longer confider myfelf as a Servant of the Company. 

1 have the Honour to be, with the utmoft Deference, 

Honourable Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, 

Poland Street, humble Servant, 

31ft March 1777. L. Macleane. 
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COPY of Mr. Macleanc’s Letter to the Court of Direftors, refpefling Mr. Haffings’s Refigna* 
tion —Proceedings of the Court of DireAors thereon:—Alfo, 

COPY of His Majefty’s Approbation of Mr. Whcler to fill the Vacancy occafioned by Mr. 
Hafiings’s Refignation. 

A t a General Court of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, 
held on Wedneftlay the aoth of November 1776} 

Refolved, T hat the Whole of the Evidence rclpefting the Refignation of Warren Haftings, Efqj 
Governor General of Bengal, and the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efq*, to be one of the 
Council there, as read to this Court, be printed for the Information of the Proprietors before the 
BaUot. 


PAPERS ordered to be printed in purfuance of the above Refolution. 

At a Court of F^reflors, held on Friday the nth of OAober 1776} 

A Letter from Lauchlin Macleane, Efqi dated the 10th Inftant, being read, intimating, that he 
is authorized, empowered, and direded to fignify to this Court the Defire of Warren Haftings, 
Efq*, to refign his Office of Governor General of &ngal, and to requeft their Nomination of a Soc- 
celTor to the Vacancy which will be thereby occafioned in the Supreme Council i 
Ordered, That the faid Letter be taken into Confideration on Friday next, the i8th Inffanr, at 
Two o’clock. 


LETTER 
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LETTER meniiontd in the preceding Minute. 

To the Honourable the Court of Direftors of the United Comjpany of Merchants trading to the 
£a(t Indies. 

Gentlemen, 

Mr. Haftings, " Seeing the Necelfity of Unanimity in the ^tiptome Council of Bengal, for con- 
« during the Affairs of the Company there, and for cftablifliing any permanent Syllcm ot jGd- 
vernment for the Good and Profpcrity of that Country j and Bnding, from the unhappy Divifionj 
<* which have fubfiffed in the Supreme Council, that fuch Union is not likely to fubfiff •, and having 
anxiouQy on every Occafon ftudied to promote the Welfare of the Company, a Cohduft which 
« he will ever continue,” has, from thefe Motives, authorized, empowered, and diredled me to 
fignify to you his Defirc to rcfign his Office of Governor General of Bengal, and to requefl; your 
Nomination of a Succeffor to the Vacancy, which will be thereby occafioned in the Supreme Council, 

I have the Honour to be, with the utmoft RefpcA, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient 

London, humble Servant, 

loth Oaober iy 66 . L. Macleane, 


At a Court of Diredlors held on Friday the i8th of O&obcr 1776 •, 

The Court, according to Order, taking into Confideration the Letter from Lauchlin Macleane, 
Efq; dated the 10th, which had been read the 1 ith Inftant, relative to the Relignation of Warren 
Haftings, Efq; of his Office of Governor General of Bengal, and the Appointment of a Succeffo^ 
to the Vacancy which will be thereby occafioned in the Supreme Council*, 

And the faid Letter being again read. It Was propofed. That Mr. Macleane ffiould be called id 
and heard on the Contents thereof. 

And he being accordingly called in, was acquainted from the Chair, That the Court defired to be 
informed of the Authority under which he afts, in a Point of fuch very great Importance. 

Mr. Macleane thereupon fignlficd his Readinefs to give the Court every poflible Satisfaftion on 
that Subjeft *, but the Powers with which be is entrufted by the Papers in his Cuftody, being mixed 
.with other Matters, of a Nature extremely confidential, he would lubmit the fame to the Infpcftion 
of any Three of the Members of the Court*, and then withdrew. 

And the Propofal of Mr. Macleane having been conlidered. It was 

Refolvcd, That Three of the Direftors be empowered to infpcdl the Authorities, Powers, and 
Direflions, with which Mr. Macleane is furnifhed by Mr. Haftings, to make the Propofitions con¬ 
tained in his faid Letter, dated the 10th Inftant, and to report their Opinion thereon. 

And the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Richard Bccher, Efq; being empowered to make fuch 
Infpeftion, thofe Gentlemen accordingly withdrew for that Purpolfc. 

And after feme Time, being returned, the Chairman reported from them. That Mr. Macleane 
had laid before them fevcral Papers, and that he had acquainted them with his having more to 
produce relative to the Powers with which he is invefted, on the Subjeft of the prefent Enquiry. 

And the Court thereupon Ordered, That the further Confideration of this Affair be adjourned until 
Wednefday next, the 23d Inftant, and that each Member of the Court be* by the Secretary, efpecially 
acquainted therewith, and defired to attend accordingly. 


At a Court of Direftors held on Wednefday the 23d of 06 luber 1776 1 

The Court, in purfuance of their Order of the 18th Inftant, took into further Confideration the 
Matter referred to the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Mr. Beefier, relating to the Infpedtion of 
the Authorities, Powers, and Diredions with which Mr, Macleane, in his Letter, dated the loth 
Inftant, declares he is furnilhed from Warren Haftings, Efq*, for propofing to the Court the Rc- 
fignation of his Office of Governor General of Bengal j and alfo to confider, in cafe fuch Rcfigna- 
tion lhall be accepted, of the Appointment of a Succeffor to the Vacancy thereby occafioned in the 
Supreme Council there. 

The Chairman, Deputy Chairman, and Mt. Bccher, in confequcncc of their Delegation on the 
18th Inftant from the Court, now reported. 

That having conferred with Mr. Macleane On the Subjeft of his Letter prefented to the Court 
*• the nth Inftant, find, that from the Purport of Mr. Haftings’s Inftruflions, contained in a Paper 
in his own Hand Writing given to Mr. Macleane, and produced by him to them, Mr. Haftings 
« declares he will not continue in the Government of Bengal, unlefs ceitain Conditions, therein Ipe- 
“ cified, can be obtained, of which they fee no Probability ; And Mr. George Vanfittart has declared 
** to them, that he Was prefent when thefe InftruAions were given to Mr. Macleane,* and when Mr. 
•* Haftings empowered Mr. Macleane to declare his Refignatkn to this Court. Mr. Stewart has 
Set. Com. Rep. IX. [c ] “ liktwife 
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<' likewlfe confirmed to them, that Mr. Hafiings declared to him, that he had given DireAions to 
** the above Purpofc by Mr. Maclcane.” 

And the Court having confldered of the faid Report, and of the Authority which, as therein fet 
forth, appears to have been veiled in Mr. Macleane, to propofe to this Court the Refignation of 
Mr. Haftings, of the Office of Governor General of BengM» It was 

Rei'olved Unanimoufly, That this Court do accept of the faid propofed Refignation accordingly. 

And it being thereupon moved, according to the Powera vefted in tbia Court by the A& of the 
Thirteenth Year of His prefent Majefty, 

** That this Court do nominate ud propofe to appoint Edward Wheler, Efqt to fucceed to the 
** Office in the Council of Fort William in Bengal, wablilhed by the faid Ad, which will become 
f* vacant by the faid Refignation, if fuch Nomination Ihall be approved by His Majefty 

And the Queftion being accoidingly put by the Bailor, 

The fame pafifed in the Affirmative. I 

And the Chairman having from the Court acquainted Mr. Whcler with fuch Nomination, and of 
the Confidence which they repoCed in his Zeal and Abilities for furthering the Company*s Intcreft 
in fuch Station, 

Mr. Whcler, in his Place, exprefied his Gratitude for the Honour he had received} and that if 
His Majefty ffiould be gracioufly pleafed to approve of the Court’s Nomination, he would exert 
himfelf to promote Harmony in the Council in Bengal, and to condud himfelf in the moft faithful 
Manner for the Furtherance of the Company’s Advantage on all Occafions, 

And the Draft of a Memorial and Petition to His Majefty, praying chat His Majefty will be 
pleafed to fignify his Confent, under His Majefty’s Sign Manual, as is by the faid Ad required, that 
Edward Whcler, Efqi may be appointed to fucceed to the Office which will become vacant in 
the faid Council by the Refignation aforefaid, being read, was, on the Queftion, approved. 

And a fair Tranfeript being made thereof, was figned by the Court. 

And the Chairman and Deputy Chairman were defired to deliver the fame to Lord Weymouth, to 
be prefented to His Majefty. 


Memorial and Petition referred to in the preceding Minutes. 

To the King’s Moft Excellent Majefty; 

The Memorial and l^tltion of the Court of Diredors of the United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies} 

Moft humbly (hew. 

That by an Ad of Parliament, made in the Thirttenth Year of Your Majefty’s Reign, intituled. 
An Ad for eftablilhing certain Regulations for the better MaoajKment of the Affairs of the Eaft 
*< India Company, as well in India as in £uro^” it was (amongft other Things) enaded, That for 
the Government of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, there fluHild be appointed a Go¬ 
vernor General and Four CouniUlors, and that the whole Civil and Military Government of the 
fiiid Prefidency, and alfo the Ordering, Management, and Government of all the territorial Acqui- 
fitions and Revenues in the Kingdoms of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifila, fliould, during fuch Time as 
the territorud Acquifuions and Revenues (hould remain in the Poflfeffion of the fiud United Com¬ 
pany, be, and were thereby vefted in the faid Governor General and Council of the faid Prefidency 
of Fort William in Bengal, in like Manner, to all Intents and Purpofes wbatfocvcr» as the fame 
then were, or at any Time theretofore might have been exercilcd by the Prefideot and Council, or 
SelcA Committee in the faid Kingdoms: And it was thereby further Enabled, That the faid Go¬ 
vernor General and Council, or the major Part of them, (hould have, and thev w 4 re thereby autho¬ 
rized to have. Power of fuperiotending and controlling the Government and Management of the 
Prefidencies of Madras, Bombay, and Bencoolen, refpefrively, fo far and infomOch as that it fliould 
not be lawful for any Prefidenc and Council of Madras, ^mbay, or Bencoolen, for the Time 
being, to make any Orders for commencing Hoftilities or declaring or making War againft any 
Indian Princes or Powers, or for ncgociating or concluding any Treaty of Peace with fuch Indian 
Princes or Powers, without the Confent and Approbation of the faid C^vernor General and Council 
firll had and obtained, except in ceftain Cafes in the faid Aft mentioned: And it was thereby further 
Enafted, That Warren Haftings, Hfqj fliould be the Firft Governor General; and that Lieutenant 
General John Clavering, the Honourable George Monfon, Richard Barwetl, Efq; and Philip Francis, 
Kfqj (hould be the Four Firft Counfellors s and that they, and each of them, (hould hold and con- 
tinue in his and their refpeftive Offices for and during the Term of Five Years, from the Time of 
their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of the faid Prefi¬ 
dency, and (hould not be removable in the mean Time, except by Your Majefty, upon Reprefenta- 
tion made by the Court of Direftors of the faid United Company for the Time being i and in 
cafe of tlie Avoidance of the Office of fuch Governor General, by Death, Refignation, or Removal, 
bis Place (hould, during the Remainder of the Term aforefaid, as often as the Cafe (hould happen, 
be Amplicd by ^^e Perton of tlic Council who flood next in Rank to fuch Governor General; and 
in cafe of the Death, Removal, Refignation, or Promotion of any of the faid Council, the Direc> 

I tors 
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ton of the &td Uittted Cotnpaoy were thereby empoweredi for tnd during the flMMindct of the faid 
Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Confcnc of Your Mi^y, to be 
iignified under Your Majefty*s Sign Manual, a Perlbit to fuceecd to the Office ib become vacant in 
the faid Council. 

That at the Time of paffing the faid Ad, the fud Warren HaAinga and Richard Barwell were in 
Bengal, and the faid John Clavering, George Monfon, and Philip Francis were m England. 

That the faid John Clavering, George Monfon, and.Philip Francis, arrived at Fort William in 
Bengal aforefaid, on or about the Twentieth Day of OdoW, One thoufand Seven hundred and 
Seventy-four, and thereupon they and the faid Warren Haftings and Richardr Barwell to^ upon 
them the refpedive Offices of Governor General and Council of the faid Prefidency, to which they 
were appointed by the faid Ad of Parliament as aforefaid. 

That the faid Warren Haftings hath caufed Notice to be given to your Petitioners, the Court 
of Diredors of the faid Company, of his Defire to refign the fiud Office of Governor General of 
Bengal. 

That your Petitioners, the Court of Diredors, taking the faid propofed Refignation of the faid 
Warren Haftings into Conftderation, have agretd to neminatey and propoft to appoint^ Edward Wbeler, 
£foi to fucceed to tlie Office in the faid Council, which will become vacant by the faid Refignation, 
if nich Nomination (hall be approved by Your Majcfty. 

Your Petitioners therefore moft humbly pray, that Your Ma^fty will be pteafed to fignify 
fuch Confent by Your Majefty’s Sign Manual, as by the faid Ad is requtrdi, chat thfr faid Edward 
Whelcr may be appointed to fucceed to the Office which will become vacant in the faid Council by 
the aforefud Refignation of the faid Warren Haftings: 

And your Petitioners (hall ever pray. 


1 think this Memorial 
and Petition are perfedly 
right. 

C. SAYER. 
I9thof0dobcr lyyd. 


Eaft India Houfe, 
a3d Odober 1776. 


James Mofi&tr, 
Samuel Peach, 
Frederick Pigou, 
Thomas Bate Rous, 
Thomas Rumbold, 
Henry Savage, 
Jofeph Sparkes, 
John Stables, 
George Tatem, 
Daniel Wier, 
George Wombwell, 


John Roberts, 

William James, 

Richard Becher, 
Benjamin Booth, 

George Cuming, 

William George Freeman, 
Robert Gregory, 

Richard Hall, 

John Harrifon, 

John Manffiip. 


At a Court of Diredors held on Friday the *5th of Odober 1776 j 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that himfelf and the Deputy had waited upon Lord Wey¬ 
mouth with their Memorial to His Majefty % chat his Lordibip received them very politely, and af- 
fured them, that he did not doubt but that it would be honoured with the Royal Approbation. 


At a Court of Diredors held on Wedneftlay the 30th of Odober lyyfiv 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that the Right honourable Lord Weymouth having fent a 
MeiTage to the Court, that their Memorial and Petition, left with him to piefont to His Majefty, 
to approve of the Court’s Nomination of Edwurd Wheler, Efq*, to fupply the Vacancy which will 
happen in the Council in Bengal by Mr; Haftings's refigning the Office of Governor General, has 
only ftated, ** That the Court have agreed to nominate, and premofe to appoint, the faid Edwaid 

Wheler, if fuch Nomination (hall be approved by His Majefty but that, according to Ufage 
refpeding fuch Applications to His Majefty, the faid Memorial and Petition ought to have dated, 
** That the Court have nominated and appointed the faid Edward Wheler to fupply the faid 
** Vacancy/* wherefore his Lordfhip has fent back the faid Memorial and Petition to ^ 
altered. 

Refolv^, That the faid Memorial and Petition be fo altered, as to exprefs, that this Court 
have nominated and appointed Mr. Wheler as aforefaid, fubjeA to His Majefty’s Approbation. 

Letter from the Right honourable Lbrd Vifcoont Weymouth was read, (ignifyingHls Majcfty*s 
Approbation of the Nomination of Edward Wheler, Efqj to fucceed to the Office which will 
become vacant in the Supreme Council at Fort William in Bengal, in confequence of the Re- 
-fignation of Warren Haftings, Efq} Governor General, and that the proper Inftrumcnt will be 
prepared accordingly for the Royal Signature. 

Gentlemen, ^ St. James’s, a^th Odober ip6. 

Having taken the earlieft Opportunity of laying before the'ICing your Memorial and Petition 

CO 
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to Hh Majefty, which wai prerented to me Yefl/rday by the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of 
your Company, 1 lofe no Time in acquainting you, that the King is gracioufly pleafed to approve 
of your Nomination of Edward Wheler, Efq-, to fuceesd to the Office which will become vacant iii 
the Council of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, in conlcquencc of the KeGgnation of 
Warren HaftingSy £(q; Governor General t and the propet Inftrument Of His Majefty’s Appro¬ 
bation will be prepared accordingly for the Royal SignatuK. 

1 am, Gentlemen^ 

Court of Directors Your moft obedient, 

of the £aft India humble Servant, 

Company. , Weymouth. 

At a Court of Diredlors t|ekl On Priday the 8th November lyyd t 

A Cothmiffion, prepared by Mr. Smith, the Company's Solicitor, in confequence of the 
Memorial and Petition to His Majefty, mentioned in the Minutes of the 23d and goth of Oflobct 
laft, nofliunating and appointing (for the Reafons therein mentioned) Edward Wheler, Efq; to be 
one of the Council of the PrcGdency of Fort William in Beng.'tl, from and immediately after fuch 
Office of one of the faid Council fhall become vacant, by the RcGgnation, in the faid Com- 
miffion mentioned, ef Warren Haftings, Efqj the Governor General of Bengal, being read and 
confidered; 

And the Court having approved thereof, the fame was now figncd, and is as follows i 

To all to whom thefe Prefents (hall come. We the underwritten, being Direftors of the United 
Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, fend greeting. 

Whereas by an A£t of Parliament, made in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of His prefent 
Majefty, intituled, ” An Aft for the eftablifliing certain Regulations for the better Management 
»* of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” it was (amongft 
other Things) Enabled, That for the Government of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, 
there (hould be appointed a Governor General and Four Counfellors, who were thereby invefted 
with fuch Powers and Authorities as in the faid Aft are mentioned: And it was thereby further 
EnaAed, That Warren Haftings, Efq, (hould be the Firft Governor General} and that Lieutenant 
General John Clavering, the Hohourable George Monfon, Richard Barwell, Efq; and Philip 
Francis, Efq-, (hould be the Four Grft Counfellors *, and that they, and each of them, (hould hold 
and continue in his and their refpeftive Offices for and during the Term of Five Years, from 
the Time of their Arrival at Fort William in Bengal, and taking upon them the Government of 
the faid Prefidency •, and (liould not be removable in the mean Time, except by His Majefty, His 
Heirs or Succeffors, upon Reprefcniation made by the Court of Direftors of the faid United 
Company for the Time being j and in cafe of the Avoidance of the Office of fuch Governor 
General, by Death, Refignation, or Removal, his Place, (hould, during the Remainder of the Term 
aforefaid, as often as the Cafe (hould happen, be fupjplied by the Perfon of the Council who ftood 
next in Rank to fuch Governor General i and in calc of the Death, Removal, Refignation, or Pro¬ 
motion, of any of the faid Council, the Direftors of the faid United Company were thereby 
empowered, for and during the Remainder of the faid Term of Five Years, to nominate and 
appoint, by and with the Confent of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succclfors, to be fignffied under his 
or their Sign Manual, a Perfon to Aiccecd to the Office fo become vacant in the faid Council: And 
whereas at the Time of palTing the faid AA, the (aid Warren Haftings and Richard Barwell were in 
Bengal, and the faid John Clavering, George Monfon, and Philip Francis, were in England : And 
whereas the faid John Clavering, George Monfon, and Philip Francis, arrived at Fort William in 
Bengal aforefaid, on or about the 20th Day of Odober 1774* anJ thereupon they and the faid 
Warren Mailings and Richard Barwell, took upon them the rcfpeflive Offices of Governor 
General and Council of the faid Prefidency, to which they were appointed by the faid Aft of 
Parliament as aforefaid: And whereas the (aid Warren Haftings hath caufed Notice to be given 
to the faid United Company, chad he defires to refign the faid Office of Governor General of 
Bengal: And whereas upon fuch Refignation of the ^id Warren Haftings as aforefaid, the faid 
John Clavcring, according to the Dieftions of the faid recited Aft of Parliament, will fucceed to the 
faid Office or Governor General, 1 and the faid George Monfon, Richard Barwell, and Philip 
Francis, will thereupon become the Three Seniors of the faid Council: Now know ye, That we, 
confidcring it to be expedient that the Office of the faid Council, which will become vacant by the 
aforefaid Refignation of the faid Warren Haftings, Ibould be filled up and fupplied as (uon as may 
be, and repofing cfpccial Truft and Confidence in the Fidelity, Prudence, Juftice, and Circum- 
fpeftion of Edward Wheler Efq*, have nominated and appointed, and by Prefents do (pur- 
fuant to the Power vefted in us, as Direftors of the faid United Companyy-aCand by the faid recited 
Aft of Parliament) nominate and appoint, the faid Edward Wheler to be one of the Council of 
the faid Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, to' take up6n him, hold, and enjoy the faid 
Office,^ with the Salary thereto belonging, from and immediately afer the fa-d Office of one of 
the Council of the faid Prefidency ^ .Bengal Oiall become vacant by the f^id Refignation of the 
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fatd Warrrn Haflingh sod to do, execute, cooieat to, tnafs^* Md per/bro^ ill lod every the 
Bufineft lod AfiF«n. of the faid United Company, u One of the Council of the faid Prcfidency, 
in fuch Mannerand Form, and fubjeft to fuch Orders and Controul, as in the faid A& of Parlia¬ 
ment is mentioned. In Witnefs whereof, we have hereunto fee our Hands, the ajd Day of 
OAober, in the Sixteenth Year of the Reign of His moft Excellent Majefty King George the 
Third, by the Grace of God, of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, and 
fo forth, and in the Year of our Lord iyj 6 . ' 


I think that this 
CotarniiTtonis right. 
C. Saver. 

yih November 1776. 


T. B. Rous, 

Jas. Moffatt, 
Samuel Peach, 
Richd. Becher, 
Fredk. Pigou, 
John Stables, 
Ben. Booth, 
Thos. Rumbold, 
John Harrifon, 


Henry Savage, 


John Roberts, Chairman, 
William James, Deputy, 
Daniel Wier, 

George Cuming, 

George Tatcm, 

John Smith, 

Richard Hall, 

Wm. Geo. Freeman, 
Robt. Gregory, 


At a Court of Direflors held on WednelBay the 13th of November 1776 s 

Note from Sir Stanicr Porten being read, enclofing, by Lord Weymouth’s Direflions, an In- 
ftriiment, figned by His Majefty the 26th ultimo, approving of the Court’s Nomination and Ap¬ 
pointment of Edward Whelcr, Efquirc, to be one of the Council at the Prefidency of Fort William 
in Bengal i 

The faid InUrument wa^ read. 

And it being apprehended, that there was fome Informality in the fame, 

The Chairman and Deputy Chairman were defired to confer with Lord Weymouth, and to ob¬ 
tain his Lordihip’s Sentiments thereon. 



His Majefty’s Approbation of the Nomination and Appointment of Edwaid Wheler, Efquire, 
mentioned above. 

GEORGE R. 

GEORGE the Third, by thb Gract of God, Kidg of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c. to all to whom thefe Prefents (hall come, 
greeting. Whereas the Court of Diredors of the United Company of Merchants 
pf Englandl trading to the Eaft Indies hath nominated and appointed Edward Wheler, 
Efquire, to be one of the Counfellors of the Governor General and Council, created 
by an A 61 of Parliament, made in the Thirteenth Year ot Our Reign, tntitulfed, An 
A 61 for cftabliOiing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Affairs 
of the Eaft Indh Company, as well in India as m Europe, in the Place of John Clavering, Efquire, 
appointed one M the firft four Councilors by the faid aA, the Place of whom the faid John Cla- 
vering is faid to be avoided by his Promotion to the Office of Governor General: And whereas the 
faid Court ttf Direftors hath humbly befought Us, that We would vouchfafe to confent unco and ap. 
prove fuch their Nomination and Appointiuent: Now We, having cfpecial Truft and Confidence 
in the Loyalty and Ability of the fatd Edward Wheler, have thought fit to confent unco and ap¬ 
prove fuch their Nomination and Appointment*, and We do hereby, according to the Power 
referved unto Us in and by the faid A&, for Us, our Heirs and SuccelTors, confent unto, approve, 
and confirm the faid Nomination and Appointment of him the faid Edward Wheler, to be one of the 
faid Counfellors as aforefaid. Given at Our Court at St. James’s, the 26th Day of October 1776, 
in the Seventeenth Year of Our Reign. 

By His Majclly’s Command, 

Weymouth. 


Ata Cobft ot DihcAori htid on Friday the t5th of Nov’ember 17761 

The Chairman acquainted the Court, that he had, with the Deputy Chairman, in confequence of 
the Minute of laft Court, waited on Lord Weymouth, rerpe 61 ing the Inftrumenc of His MajeCy’s 
Royal Approbation of ;he Nomination and Appointment by thisCouftof Edward Wheler, Efquire, 
TO be one of the Council at Fort William in &ngal, and that his Lordfhip had deemed it proper 
that fome Alteration fhould be made. 

' And another inftrument, under the Royal Sign Manual, for||u;.Purpofe aforefaid, being now re¬ 
ceived from Lord Weymouth, and read, 

Sat. Com. Rip. IX. [d] Ordered, 
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Orderly That attefted Copies thereof be immediately traafmitted to the Governor Genera] and 
CouacU in Bengal, by His Majefty’s Ships Rippon and Cormorant. 


His Majefty*s Royal Approbation of the Nominatioa and Appointcnent of Edward Wheler, Efquire, 


GEORGE R. 


0 G Ep R G E the Third, by the Grace of God, King of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, Oeimder of the Fakh, &c. to all to whom thefe Pfefents Ihall come, 
greeting. Whereat the Place and Office of one of the Counfellors of the Governor 
General and Coudcil, crejited by an AA of Parliament, made in the Thirteenth 
Year of Our Reign, intituled, ** An AA for cftablilhing certain Regulations for the 
better Management of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as 
in Europe,” is faid to be avoided by the Promotion of John Clavering, Efquire, 
who was by the faid AA appointed one of the hrft Four Counfellors, to the Place and Office of 
Governor General. 

And whereas the Court of DircAors of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to 
the Eaft Indies hath thereupon nominated and appointed Edward Wheler, Efq; to be one of the 
faid Counfellors; And whereas the faid Court of DireAors hath humbly-bcfought Us, That We 
would vouchfafe to confent unto and approve fuch their Nomination and Appointment. Now Wc, 
having efpccial Truft and Confidence in the Loyalty and Ability of the faid F.dward Wheler, have 
thought fit to confent to and approve fuch their Nomination and Appointment: And Wc do hereby, 
according to the Powers referved unto Usia and by the faid AA, for Us, Our Heirs and Succefturs, 
confent unto, approve, and confirm the faid Nominatbn and Appointment of him the faid Edward 
Wheler to be one of the faid Counfellors as aforefaid. Given at Our Court at St. James’s the zfich 
Day of OAober 1776, in the Seventeenth Year of Our Reign. 

By His Majefty’s Command, 

Weymouth. 


APPENDIX, 109. 


COPIES of all Proceedings that have been had by the Court of DireAors of the Eaft India 
Company, or by the General Court of Proprietors of the faid Company, from the 4th of OAober 
1775 to the 17 th July 1776, relating to the Recall of Warren Haftings, ElquirO, Governor Ge¬ 
neral of Bengal. 


Ac a Court of DireAors, held on Wednefday the 4th OAober 1775 t 

A Sketch of the late Adminiftration in Bengal, having been prepared from the Advices lately re¬ 
ceived from Fort William, and being laid before the Court ( Ordered, That the fame do lie foe 
the Confideracion of the DircAors. 


At a Court of DireAors, held on Tuefday the lotb OAober 1775 1 

The Court proceeding to take mto Confideration the State of Affairs in Bengal, under the ConduA 
of the Governor General and Cot^cil there, the following Particulars were re^ •, viz. 

An IntroduAory Letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated the 
30th November 1774. 

Another Letter from thofe Gentlemen, of the fame Date, fuUy advifing. their Proceedings. 

Minute of Mr. Richard Barwell, of the 23d November. 

Mr. Francis’s Obfervatton on Mr. Barweil’s Minute. 

The Court then entering particularly into the Confideraaon of the yotb Paragrapb of the Second 
Letter abovementioned, it was, on theQueftion, 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Gommitieeof Accounts, to confider the State of the Com« 
piny's Affairs in Bengal, and to report their Opinion thereupon ; and dne each of the DireAors, 
who B»ll think proper to attend thiyfaid Committee, Iball have a Voice therein. 

Letter from the Three aboven^tioiKd Gentlemen, dated the ift December 1774, nddrefled to 
Edward Wheler, Efquire. > . 

Letter 
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Letter frdtn Werrai. HafGnp. Etquife, Qaverr^r Gemete), AKed the jd of'Aid December. 
Mr. Haftings*s Minute of the 8th of thatMonthi in Sdpi^cofthe AQlnance given to-the ynier« 
againft the Rohtilaa-| were alfo read. 

And then the Court poftponed the reading die Remainder of the Advices relative to the Af¬ 
fairs of Bengal, until a future 0 ty. 


At a Court of Direftors, held,on Wednefday the iSthOaobcr 1775; 

The Court proceeding in the Confideration of the State of Affkira in Bengal, under the Condud 
of the Governor General and Council there 1 

The Letter from the Governor General, eomamlng his Remarks, Bcc. dated January 1775 •, alfo. 
The Minute of General Clavering, Colonel Monfbn, and Mr. Francis, dated the 1 ith of faid Ja¬ 
nuary, to the End of the 53d Paragraph; were read. 

■ And then the Court poAponed the reading of the Remainder of the Advices, relative to the Affairs 
of Bengal, until a future Day. 


Ac a Court of Directors, held on Wednefclay the a5ch Odober 17751 

The Court proceeding in the Confideration of the Advices lately received from the Governor Ge¬ 
neral and Council of Fort ^illiam, Part of a Letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, 
and Mr. Francis, dated the 11th January 1775, N* 1, beginning with the 54tb, and ending with the 
75th Paragraph, was read. 


At a Court of Direfbors, held on Friday the 27th Oftober 17751 

The Court, proceeding in the Confideration of the Advices received this Seafon from the Governor 
General and Council of Fort William, the following Particulars were read i viz. 

'I'he Remainder of the Letter from the Governor General, dated the azd February, beginning af¬ 
ter his Remark on the 75th Paragraph of the Charge in the Minute of General Clavering, Colonel 
Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated the 11th January 1775, N* 1. 

Letter from the Governor General, dated the 23d of February laft. 

Minutes of General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated the asth j N* 2 and 3. 

Minute of General Clavering, dated the i8th of Aid February} and, 

The Governor General’s Reply thereto. 

i 

,^t a Court of Pireftors, held on Tuefday the zift November 1775» 

The Court jproceeding to take into Confideration the State of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal, 
according to il^ Advices received from thence in the Courfe of this Year} 

It was th^eujraa 

Ordered, Tjnat it be referred to a Committee of the whole Court, to confider of the fame, and 
report their Opinion thereon. 

And the Court then refolved itfelf into the faid Committee accordingly. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 21ft November 1775} 

Tile Comrnittee, in porfuance of the Reference of Court of this Day, taking into Confideration 
tl^ ^a^ of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal, according to the Advices received from thence in the 
Courfe of this Year) 

After a very mature Debate, it was 

Refolved, That it be reported to the Court of Direftors,' as the Opinion of this Committee, that 
it appuring that' DUR^oes of OpihlOn have arilbfs in the Superior Council in Bengal, and 
that Debates hiave b^ CM’ried to great Heightb, and in many Inftanccs with great Warmth; 
thhf^ Gommittee' are' of C^aion, that it ir aede^y for the Court of Direiftors to give decifive 
O^idkUli-ikpbiir SubiMRivfir itatin'iai tO the'lnteitfts of the Company, that their Councils Abroad 
may Inntf in on which thdjr Aall aft/ . 

The Committee then proofing to confider of one of the pnncipal OUeftS' 9 f Difeuffion in 
"’the faid Council, witid) fhd' PidfirietT oT Impropritty of the Conduft 6f did late Admini- 
^neioit, fi) conrehdr^ toifffiw Stifdk'Dowta to conquer tK Rohilliih, and'carrying that Mea> 
(Ure into Executioa i 
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Read the 36^ 4th, and 5dr,pangnphs of the Bengal^ dated the 16th Mn^ch 

1768: 

the 45th Paragraph of the General Letter to Bengal, a8th Auglift 1771: 

, The jft, id, and 3d Paragraphs of the General Leittf tb'fli^Ml, dated the ,30th June 1769? 

Several Claufei of the InUrudlions from the Goverttbrj^ deleft Committee in Bengal, to 
Sir Robert Barker, dated the 30th April 177a, entenM m mt^'Coorultationt of the fame Date: 

The nth Paragraph of the Letter from the Goeemor aid Cduneil of Bengal, in their Secret 
Department, dated the ift March 1773 : ’ 

The ill to the 7th Paragraphs incluGve, of the* Letter fi^^th^ Governor and Selcdk Com¬ 
mittee in Bengal, dated the 31ft Match 177a: / 

And the Conditions on which the Vizier Sgah bdwla agreed to paf certain Sums for the Alliance 
of the Company’s Forces againft the RoldlKU, as entered on Confultation adth November 1773. 

And after very mature Deliberation thereupon, it was _ 

Refolvcd, That it be reported to the Court of Diredora u the Opinion of this Committee, that 
the Agreement made between Sujah Dowla and the then Governor, for the Hire of a Psrc of 
the Company’s Troops, for the Redudion of the Rohiila Country, and the fubfequent Seeps taken 
for cariying on that War, were founded on wrong Policy) were contrary to the general Orders 
of the Company, for keeping their Troops within the Bounds of the Provinces, and not extend¬ 
ing their. Cunquefts) and were alfo contrary to thole general Principles of Juftice which the 
Company wilh fliould be fupported. 

The Committee then further proceeded to conGder of the Meafure on which the Superior Coun¬ 
cil were divided 1 of withholding from them Part of a Correl]pondence between the Governor and 
the Agent, at Sujah Dowla’s Durbar. 

ReloJved, That it'be reported to the Court of Dirrdors, as the Opinion of this Committee, that 
the whole Correfpondence between the Governor General and Mr. Middleton Ihould have been 
laid before the Members of the Superior Council^ who ought to have received every Information 
refpeding the Tranfadions of the Company’s Agent at Sujah Dowla’s Court, in order to regulate 
their Condud at that critical Period. 

The Committee then adjourned, to conGder further of the Matters in reference to them, on a 
future Day. 

At a Committee of the whole Court, the zSth November 17751 

The Committee read and conGdered tlieir Minutes of the nil Inftant. 

And it being moved to llrike out the Words [and the then Governor] between the Word [Ad- 
minillration] and the Word [in] in the Introdudion to the Second Refolution t 

The Committee confidcring thereof; 

The Minute of the Bengal Confultation, dated the 26th November 1773, relative to the 
AlTidance to be given tp Sujah Dowla on the Expedition againll the Rohillas} and 

The Second Paragraph of the Letter from the Governor and Coundl of Bengal, in their Secret 
Department, being read 1 

And the Quellion being put, for llriking out the laid Words i 

It paired in the Affirmative. 

And the Amendment being accordingly made 1 

The Committee approved of the faid Minutes, and agreed to report the Prog^ made on the 
Matters referred to them, and to conGder further of the famr To-morrow. 


At a Committee of Accounts, and open, the 28th Novenaber 1775 j 

In purfuance of a Reference of Court of the loth ultimo, this Committee have Met feveral Times, 
to examine into the State of the Company’s Affiiirs in Bengal \ and, upon maturely conGdering 
the feveral Advices and Materiais''>|jeceived from that Settlement to the uieeft Periods, we iird' ^ 
Opinion, that it is neccffiiiy to wait the Arrival of the Anion, or ibroofwtiier Adyii^ be^e X jiteCife 
Judgment can be formed, relative »the future Refources of Beqgi^ . 

At a Owrt of PitcAors, held on Ttteiday 1775 s , ' < 

A Report from the Committee M the whole Cbort, dated Inftani, being now Pi^B^^ 

containing their PtocccdiiMs on too Re&tencc of chie Ceoft^ the ftme. Dato m cooddfr 
State of the Company*s Afiairs in Bengal, according to tJjO/.Adflcea Pm. 

Courfe of this Year S' v ‘ ^ '.' ' 

The faid Report was retdi and; aSeni^ mature CoaBdiqbtihn them it.was >' 

Refolded, That this Court dotkagree,«ri^ the fud in PpitM "thtt ir 

ing chat Otfi^ncei of Opinion have arilbo id bie So^kr Council ioBe^|id, and.that.0dktt8 have 
bten carried to a great Height, and'ltt many Inilances with great Warmth, It w ncosgary for the 

Court 
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Court of DMora. 19 giiierdcci^v«!! Opinions upooi Subje&s fo cMtcrtal.to. the Interefls of the Coti^ 
pany, that their Councils Abroad may.haye.ih ^ItXicift the Groui^ on which, they ,lhaU aft. 

And an Amendment being.propo^ to the ConnoMteef&SGCOjid Ref(dution« hy ftriiung. out the 
following Words at the Clofe thereof, viz. 

** And were alfo contrary to thofe general Principles of Juftice, which the Company with (hould 
« be fupported.'* 

And after a Debate, and the Queftion being put. That the faid Words do Hand as Part of the faid 
Rejblujcion > 

The lame paffed in the Affirmative j and, it thereupon 

Rcfolved, Tbattthis;<pq.urt<l9th agree w,ich the faiijl Committee ih their Opinion, that the Agree¬ 
ment made with Sujah l^owjajb, and the then Governor^ for the Hire of a Part of the Company’s 
Troops for the ^eduftioq of ^e Rohilla Country, and the fubleq^uent Steps taken for carrying on 
that War, were founded,on wrong Policy, were contrary to the general Orders of the Company, for 
keeping their Troops within the Bounds of the Provinces, and for not extending their Conquefts, 
and were alfo contraty tp thofe gencr,al Principles of Ju^icc^t which the Company wllb llioultl be 
fpppotted. 

And then it was further 

Befuived, That this Court doth agree with the iaid Cpn^lttee in their Opinion, that the whole 
Cotrefpondcnce between the Governor General and Mr. Middleton (Hould have been Uid before the 
Members of the Superior Council, i who ought to have received every Information refpefting the 
Traniaftionsof the Company's Agent at Sujah Oowlah’s Court; in order to regulate their Conduft: 
at that critical Period. 

And it was thereupon, on fev.cral Motions, 

Ordered, 1 hat a General Court be iummoned, to meet at this Houfc on Wednefday the 6th De¬ 
cember next, on fpectal Alfairs. 

Ordered, That in the Aovertifemenc for the Meeting of the faid Court, it be (ignited to the 
Propriciors, that the Papers relating to the Oifpujcs between the Members of the Superior Council at 
Bengal, will lay in the Secretary’s Office, for their Perufal. 


At a Court of Direftors, held on Wednefday the 29th November 1775 1 

A Report from an open Committee of Accounts, dated the 28th Inftant, being read » 

Rcfolved, ritat this Cuprt do agree in Opinion with the faid Committee, that it is npcelTary to 
wait the Arrival of the Anfqn, or fon;^ further Advices from Bengal, before a precife Judgment can 
be formed, reladve to the future Kefourc^S of tMt Preluleocy. 


At a Court of Direftors, held on Friday the iR December 1775. 

The Court confidering their Relblut'ion palTcd the 28th of lad Month, in confequence of the Re¬ 
port from the Committee of the whole Court of the zift of the fame Month, which Refolution is as 
luiluws; VIZ. 

“ Rcfolved, That this Court doth agree with the faid Committee in their Opinion, that the 
« Agreement made with Sujah Dowlah, and the then Governor, for the Hire of a Part of the Com- 
** pany’s Troops for the Reduftion of the Rohilla Country, and the fubfcqucni Steps taken for 

carrying on that War, were founded on wrong Policy, were contrary to the general Orders of the 
** Company for keeping their Troops within the Bounds of the Provinces, and for not extending 
*< their Conquers, and were contrary to thofe general Principles of Juftice, which the Company wiOi 
« fliould be lupported.” 

After a Debate thereon, a Queftion was propofed, Whether the Words [and the then Governor] 
between the Word | DowlahJ and the Word [forj Ihould (land as Part of the faid Refolution. 

And the Qiiediqn being zccqrdir(g)y put i 
It pnlTcd in the Negative. 

Another Queftion being proppfed, for amending the faid Refolution, by infertjng the Words [fre<« 
quently repeated] between the Word [Company] and the C^eftion being put. 

The lame pafled in she Affirmative. 

And another Queftion being prppofed, Whe*hfr t^e Wprds [of Jufticc] between the Word 
(Principles] and the Word, [which] Ihould ftand Pfiri qf the faid Refolution. 

And the Queftion being accordingly put j 
It pafted in the Negative. 

And thereupon the faid Refolution, as how amended, was agreed to, and (lands as follow) i viz. 

Relolved, That this Court doth agree with the faid Commirtce, that the Agreement made with 
$ujah Dowlah for the Hire of Pan of the Company’s Troops for the Reduftioji of the Rohilla Coun¬ 
try, and the fubfequcnc Steps.taken for carrying on that War, were founded on wrong Policy, were 
contrary to the general Orders of the Comodny, frequently repeated, for keeping their Troops within 

SzL. Com. Rep. IX. [ ^ 
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the Bounds of the Provinces, and for not extending their Conquefts, and were alfo ccntnwy to thofe 
general Principles, which the Company wifh fhoutd he fupported. 

The Court then relolved itfelf into a Committee of the whide Court. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the apth November 1775 j 

The Committee proceeded to confider further of the Reference of Court of the 21ft Inftant, re¬ 
lative to the Conduft of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal. 

Read, and agreed to, the Minutes of the Committee’s Proceedings of the a8th Inftant. 

The Committee then took into Confideiarion the recalling of the Company’s Troops immediately 
from the Rohilla Country, as a Mc^furc upoq which the Council in Bengal* were divided. 

And in the Courfe of Deliberatibn therein. 

Read the 5th Paragraph of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated the 7th March 1775 1 

Part of the Bengal Confultations, of the* a5th, aSth, and 31ft October 1774 \ 

The 33d and 39th Paragraphs of the I'eparatc Minutes ot General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and 
Mr. Francis, dated the 30th November 1774* and 

The Reply of the Governor General to the fame, dated the 3d November 1774, (Fol. 35 to 39.) 

It was then moved, and on the Queftion 

Refolved, That it be reported to the Court of Direflors as the Opinion of this Committee, that 
the Meafure of recalling the Troops from the Rohilla Expedition, as foon as it could be done 
with Propriety, was agreeable to the Spirit ot the Company’s General Orders} but, confidering the 
Situation of Affairs at that Time between the Company and Sujah Dowlah, and other Circum* 
ftances, the Committee are of Opinion, that fb immediate a Recall was impolitic. 

The Committee then adjourned the further Confideration of the Matters in Reference to them 
until To-morrow at Noon. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 30th November 17751 

The Committee met, to take into further Confideration the Reference of Court of the 21ft Inftant, 
regarding the Condud of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal. 

. Read the Minutes of the Committee’s Proceedings of the 29th Inftant. 

And an Amendment being propofed to the Refolution then paffed, by ftriking out the Words 
[are of Opinion that lb immediate a Recall was impolitic] with which that Refolution clofes, and 
inftead to infert the Words [think the recalling them lb haftily might have been attended with In* 
conveniences] 

And the Queftion being put, and carried for the Amendment in the Affirmative j 

The amended Minutes were agreed to. 

The Committee then took into Confideration the Condud of the Council of Bengal, refpeding 
their Non-obfcrvance of the Inftrudions of the Court of Diredors for the Appointment of 'Perfons 
to be Chiefs and Members of Council in the feveral Revenue Departments under that Prefidency. 

Read the 8th, 15th, and zoth Paragraphs of the Inftrudions to the Governor General and 
Council, dated the Z9th March 1774', 

Part of the Confultations in the Revenue Department, dated the aoth December 1774} 

The 54th to the 57th Partgraphs of the Minutes of General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and 
Mr. Francis, of the nth January 1775-, and 

The Governor General’s Reply to thofe Paragrapbs,.dated the aad February 1775, (Fo‘ 16 to ao.) 

And the Committee agreeing to poftpone their Determination on this Subjed, adjourned, in order 
to meet and confider the fame To-moirow. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the jft December 17751 

The Committee met to take into further Confideration the Reference of Court of the 2ifl; No¬ 
vember laft, as to the Coodud of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal. 

Read the Minutes of the Committee’s Proceedings on the 30Ch of laft Month. 

• The Committee refumed the Confideration of the Matter they had Tefterday entered upon, rela¬ 
tive to the Appointments of Perfona to be Chiefe and Members of Council in the feveral Revenue 
Departments in Bengal. 

And, after very mature Deliberation on that Subjed, . 

It was moved, . ^ ., • « 1 

« That the Inftrudions of the Court of Diredors to the Governor General and Council in Bengal, 
« dated 29th March 1774, conwined in the 8th, 15th, and aoth Paragraphs (relative to jbe Ap, 
« pointment of Chiefs and Councili in the Revenue Department) have not been complied with. 

And the Committee having conftdered of that Motion» 
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It was piopofed. That the Words [in fome Inftanees] iboold be therein inierted between the Word 
[not] and the Word [been.] 

The Qurftion thereupon being put, palTcd in the Negative. 

And another Amendment being propofed, by adding to the faid Motion the Words [and the 
Court of Direftors will give the nece^ary Orders on chat Subjed] ; 

The fame, on the Queftion, pafled in the Affirmative. 

The Motion, as fo, amended, being further confidered, and the Queftion being pur. 

It paifitd in the Negative. 

And then the Committee adjourned until the 5th Inftant, to confider further of the Bengal Affairs. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 5th December 1775 *, 

The Committee met to take into further Confidcration the Reference of Court of the 2 ill No^ 
vember lall, refpeding the Condud of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal. 

Read the Minutes of the Committee’s Proceedings on the iff Inftant: 

Read the Minute of Colonel Monfon, entered on the Bengal Confultatiofl of the 13th Fe¬ 
bruary 1775 - 

It being then moved, 

That although fome of the Meafures are difipproved which have been purfued in ^ngal, never- 
thelefs from a Review of the Condud of the Supreme Council thrre, the Committee have the 
greateff Hopes, from thcir Application and Abilities, that the important Syftem committed to their 
Care will be nunaged for the Intcrcft of the Company 1 

The Cmrimitice having deliberated thereon. 

An Amendment was propolcd, by leaving out the Word [Supreme], and inlerting the Words 
[Governor General aid] between the Word [the] and the Word [Council]. 

The laid Amendment, on the Queffion, pafled in the Affirmative. 

And then the Q^ieftion being put on the laid Motion, as fo amended j 

Ic pafled in the Negative. 

The Committee thereupon adjourned until To morrow at Ten in the Forenoon, to eoniider fur¬ 
ther of the Bengal Affairs. 


At a Court of Direfkors, held on Tuefday, the 5th December 1775, 

Two Reports from the Committee of the whole Courr, dated the 29th and 30th November laff, 
being prefented, and read, containing their funher Proceedings on the Reference of Court, dated 
the 21ft of that Month, to cunflclcr of the State of the Company’s Affairs, according to the Advices 
received from thence in the Courl'c of this Year j 
It was, on the Queffion, 

Refulved, That this Court do agree with the faid Committee in their Reports, that the Meafure 
of recalling thtf Troops from the Rohilla Expedition, as loon as it could be done with Propriety, 
was agreeable ^to the Spirit of the Company’s General Orders ^ but, confidering the Situation of 
Affairs at that Time, between the Company and Sujah Dowlah, and other Crcumftances, the Court 
think the recalling them fo haftily might have been attended with Inconvcniencies. 


At a Court of Directors, held on Wednefday the 6th December 1775} 

The Refolution of this Court, of the 28th and 29th November laff, and the iff and 5th Inffant, 
relative to the Company’s Affairs in Bengal, were read. 


At a General Court of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, 
held at their Houfe in Leadcnhall Street on Wedoefday the 6th Decemixr 1775, at Twelve 
o’clock at Noon i 

The Deputy Chairman then acquainted the Court, that the Court of Dircflors, having taken into 
Confideration the Di^e'reoCes which, according to the Advices received in the Courfe of this Tear, 
ap^ared to have arifen in the Superior Council in Bengal, had pafled feveral Kefolutions thereon, 
nvhich are ready to be fubmitted to this Court. 

And the faid Refolutiohs being thereupon called for, were read, being as follows i viz. 

** Rcfolvcd, That this Court is of Opinion, that the Agreement made with Sujah Dowlah, for 
«* the Hire of a Part of the Company’s Troops for the Reduilion of the Rohilla Country, and the 
<* fubfequent Steps taken for carrying on that War, were founded on wrong Policy, were contrary 
« to the general Orders of the Company, frequently repeated, for keeping their Troops within the 

*• Bounds 
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Bounds of the Pflovincei,. and for not extending their Territories, and were alfo con(rar7 to tbofe 
general Principles which the Company wi/h fhould be fupported.” 

** Refolved, 'i'hac this Court is of Opinion, that the whole,Correfpondence between the Governor 
** General and Mr. Middleton, fliould have been laid before the Members of the Superior Council i 
“ who ought to have received every Information refpeftiflg the Tranfadions of the Company’s 
Agent at Sujah Dowlah’s Court, in order to regulate their Cooduft at that critical Period. ’ 

*• Kelolved, That this Court is of Opinion, that iti's neceflary^ to. wait the Arrival of the Anfon, or 
“ fomc further Advices from Bengal, before a precife Judgment can be formed relative to the fu- 
“ ture Refources of that Prefidcncy.” 

“ Refolved, That this Court is of Opinion, that the Meafure of recalling the Troops from the 
** Rohilla Expedition, as foon as it could be done with Propriety, was agreeable to the Spirit of the 
** Company’s general Orders •, but, confideiwg the Situation of Affairs at that Time between the 
Company and Sujah Dowlah, and othef Circumftances, the Court think the recalling them To 
" haftily might have been attended with liconveniencies.” 

The Court taking the above Refolutions into Confideration ; 

An Amendment was propofed to the ffrff; Refolution, by prefixing to it the following Words; viz. 
** That notwithffanding this Court hath the higheff Opinion of the Services and Integrity of 
" Warren Haftings, Efquire, and cannot admit a Sufpicion of corrupt Motives operating on bis 
“ ConduA, without Proof, yet they are of Opinion with their Court of Direfliors.” 

And the Court confidering of that Amendment j 

And the 3ad Paragraph of the Letter to the Sclcd Committee at Bengal, dated tl^ nth Npr 
vember 1768 » alfo. 

The 45ih Paragraph of the Letter to the ScleA Committee at Bengal, dated the 28th AuguR 
1771j and, 

'i'he Inffru^liioDs from the Governor and SeleA Committee at Bengal to Sir Robert Barker, dated 
the 30th April 1772, entered on the faid Committee’s Confultations of the fame Date > 

After a Debate of great Length, and the Queftion being put for the faid Amendment j 
The fame paffed unanimOufly in the Affirmative. 

And then the Queftion being put on the faid amended Motion, it was 
Refolved unanimoudy, That notwithftanding this Court hath the higheff Opinion of the Services 
and Integrity of Warren Haftings, Elquire, and cannot admit a Sufpicion of corrupt Motives ope* 
rating on his Conduwithout Proof •, yet they are of Opinion with their Court of Diredtors, chat 
the Agreement made with Sujah Dowlah, for the Hire of a Part of the Company’s Troops for the 
Redudlion of the Rohilla Country, and the fubfequent Steps taken for carrying on that War, were 
founded on wrong Policy, were contrary to the general Orders of the Company, frequently repeated, 
for keeping their Troops witliin the Bounds of the Provinces, and for not extending their Territories, 
and were alfo contrary to thofe general Principles, which the Company wilh Ihould be fupported. 

The Court then having confidcred the Second Refolution of' the Court of Diredfors | on th« 
Qijcftion, 

Refolved unanimoufly. That this Court do agree with the Opinion of the Court of Piredtori, that 
the whole Correfpondence between the Governor General and Mr, Middleton fbould have been laid 
before the Members of the Superior Council^ who ought to have received every Information re- 
fpedtmg the Tranfadliuns of the Company’s Agent at Sujah Dowlah’s Court, in order to regulate 
the^ Condudl at that critical Period. 

The Third Refolution of the Court of Diredkors being alfo confidcred; and the Qiiellion put, 
it was 

Refolved, That this Court do agree in Opinion with the Court of Diredkors, that it is ncccflary to 
wait the Arrival of the Anfon, or lome further Advices from Bengal, before a precife Judgment can 
be formed, relative to the future Rcfources of that Prefidency. 

, And then the Court, on confidering the Fourth Refolution of the Court of Diredkors; on the 
Queftion, 

Refolved, That this Court do agree in Opinion with the Court of Diredlors, that the Meafure of 
recalling the Troops from the Rohilla Expedition, as foon as it could be done with Propriety, was 
agreeable to the Spirit of the Company’s general Orders •, but, confiderine the Situauon of Afi'a.rs at 
that Time, between the Company kid Sujah Dowlah, and other Circumnances, the Court think the 
recalling them fo haftily might h^ve been attended with Inconveniencies. 

A Motion being then made, 1 

** That it is the Opinion of tiiTi Court, that the Infinpations thrown out by Three Members of 
*' the Council General of Bengal, in their late Difpatches, ag;ai9ft Mr, Haftings, whereby it is inti* 
matpd, that his Motives for engaging in the Kedudkion of the Rohillas, were not the oftenltbte 
** Motives he has affigned, and that ne adked therein contrary to his Judgment} are injurious to the 
Charadkerof Mr. Haftings, and ought not to have been ma^c ufe of, unleR accompanied with 
** the Grounds and Reafons on which fuch Infinuations ait founded, whereby the Company might 
•* have been enabled to judge for themfelves on a Point of fo much Impomnca to as cm CEa* 
** radker of the Governor General of Bengal.” “ 

And it being thereupon moved to adjourn s 
The Court, on the C^ftion being put, 

Adjourned accordingly. 
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At t Court of DiicAon, iidd On Friday ihe-ith Dctcmbfr 1775! 
Draft of the Mmatea of the General Courts held the 6tH Inftaat, was read. 


Ac a Court of Diredors, held on ThurTday the ytli March 1776 i 

Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of the whole Court, to conHder further of the 
Conduft of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, according to the Advices and Records ri- 
ceived in the Courfe of the laft Seafon, and lately by the Anfon, fince the Report made from the 
Court of Direftors to the General Cdurt held the 6th bf December laft; 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 7th March 1776 i 

The Committee being met, purfuant to the Reference bf Court of this Day, to fconfider fuCthcf 
of theCondudl; of the Governor General and Council of Bcnga), according to the Advices and 
Records received in the Courfe of the lad Seaion, and lately by the Anfon, lincb the Report made 
from the Court of DireAors to the General Court, held the 6th of December hit i 

And the Committee proceeding to examine into the Charges brought againft the Company’s Ser¬ 
vants there for receiving Prefents—by whom they are fald to have been made-^tu What Amount'-* 
and the Nature of the Evidence given in that Behalf ^ 

The following Articles were thereupon read •, viz. 

The Confultations in the Secret Department of the iith .and 13th March 1775, i-efpedling the 
Charges brought againd the Governor General by Maba Rkja Nundeomar, fur the Receipt of 
Refents to a large Amount; Alfo, 

The Confultations in the Revenue Department of the 30th Decemhef —6th and 14th Ja- 

nuary—id, 4th, and nth February—and id and 7th March, i7;r5, concerning the Complaints of 
the Ranny of Burdwan, of Injuries fudained in the Adminidration of her Adairs in that Pro¬ 
vince. 

And it being late in the Day, the Committee agreed to proceed further on the E:tamiflation now 
before them To-morrow, at One in the Afieruoent 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 8ch March 1776 ; 

' The Committee proceeding, purAtant to the Reference of Court the 7th Indarit, on their Examina¬ 
tion into the Charges brought againd the Company's Servants in Bengal, for receiving Frefents ; 

The Confultadons in the Revenue Department on that Subjeid, of the 7th, loth, nth, 14th, and 
17 th March, 1775, were read. 

And then the Committee agreed to meet oh TueiBay the Tath Inftanr, to proceed further in thb 
Examination referred to them* 


At a Committee of the whole Court; the 12th March 1776 j 

The Committee proceeded on the further Conflderation of the Reference of Court of the 7th 
Indanc, relative to the Conduft of the Company’s Servants in Bengal, aS dated in the Advices and 
Records received from thence in the Courfe of lad Seafon. 

Read that Part of the Addrefs from the Governor General to the Court of DircSors, dated asth 
March 1775, in his Judification on the Charges brought againd him for receiving Prefents. 

And then the Committee adjourned to Thurfday next the 14th ludani^ to conftdcr further of the 
Matter referred to their Confideration. 


At a Committee of the whole Court; the 14th March 1776) 

The Committee proceeding on their Examination, purfuant td the Reference bf Court of the 
7th Indarit, inn the Chames brought againd the Governor General of Bengal, relative to the Grant 
of the Zemindary of Bahnund, in Favour of the Son of his Banyan Cancoo Baboo, rind refpeiding 
the Appropriation of the greater Part of the Salary with which the Company is charged to the 
Phouidaf of 'Houghty r > 

Read Parc of the Governor General's AddKfs to the Court of DireAbr^, dated the a5'th 
March 1775: 

The Bengal Confultations, in the Revenue Department, Of the lath and loth July 1774 ; 

Sew Com. Rxp.JX, [fj ' " Part 
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PaK of the Minute of Lieutenant General Clavering, Colonel Monibn, and Mr. Francis, dated 
nth March 1775 ; 

Part of the Confultatibns ih the Revenue DepartoitM, of the 14^1 and 17th March 1775 : 

Letter from the Governor General to the Secretary, dated the 16th April 1775, and the com¬ 
parative View therein mentioned, of the Jumma and actual CoHeSton of the Farms hdd by 
Cantoo Baboo: 

The 37th Paragraph of the General Letter from Bengal, in the Revenue Department, dated 
lift March 1775: And, 

Part of the Minute of Lieutenant General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated 
tift March 1775. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the aift Match 1776* 

The Committee taking into further Confideration, the Reference of Court of the 7th Inftan^ for 
examining into the Charges brought acainft the Governor General of Bengal; 

Read a Summary and Narrative of Tranfaftions there, relative to the Farms which had been 
in the PolTeirion of Cantoo Baboo, the Governor General’s Banyan, or for which he had been 
Security: 

Alfo Narrative refpcdling the Farms of Beerboom, and the fevcral Confulutions in the Revenuo 
Department, and other Proceedings referred to in the above-mentioned Narrative, in the Order 
they are therein noticed, as follows t 

Confultation of 17th March 1775; 

Confuitation 17th May 1774 : 

Minute of the Majority of Council, prefixed to the Narrative, dated aift March 1775 ; 

Minute of the Governor General, afth March 1775 : 

Enclofure, N* i, D*: 

D* of the Majority, nth April 1775 : 

. D* rcftificd Account tranfmitted with the Governor General’s Letter to the Secretary, of i6tk 
April 1775: 

Revenue Confultations 17th March 1775—31ft May 1774— 14th July 1774--17th March 1775 
—14th, 15th, and aSth May 177a—8th June 1773—3d, 17th, and 20th Auguft i77a--4th Janu¬ 
ary 1774'—'ipth March 1774—16th April, fol. 1473—6th Mav, fbl. 1405—4th Odlober, fol. 4633 
—24th May, fol. lij!—7th June, fol. 1662—4th Odiober, fol. 2633—18th Oflober 1774; 

Minute of the Majority, a 5th February 1775 ; 

Revenue Confultations aoth Auguft 1774—8th April 1774—46th April 1774, fol. 1282 : 

Revenue Confultations 6tb May—'lOth May—7th June—17th May—21ft June—19th July—2d 
and 23d Auguft—6th and 20th September 1774: 

AlfoExtraftof the Letter from Bengal, data! 18th Oftober 1774; Paragraphs 43, 44, 45 j 

And then the Committee agreed to purfue the Examination into this Bufinefs at a future Time. 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the 26th, 27th, and 29th March 1776s 

The Committee having, in purfuance of the Reference of Court of the 7th Inftant^ on the fame 
Day, and on the 8th, i2th, 14th, axft, jnd lad Inftant, according to their Minutes of thofe Dates, 
examined the Letters of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, and the Evidence recorded 
on their Proceedings received in the Courfc of laft Seafon, relative to the Charges brought againft 
the Governor General for Corruption and Venality i upon the moft mature Deliberation, 

Refolved, That it appears to this Committee, that the late Prefidcnt and Council of Fort William 
in Bengal are highly reprehenfible for fuffsring Cantoo Baboo, the prefeot Governor GeneraPs 
Banyan, to hold Farms in different Porgunnahs to a large Amount, or to be Security for fuch 
Farms, contrary to the Tenor and Spirit of the 17th Regulation of the Committee of Revenue at 
Fort William, of the 14th May 1772. 

Refolved, That the Governor General and Council of Bengal be direded to prepare an exaft 
Statement of fuch Lofles or Damages as the Company have fuftained, by their Servants permitting 
Cantoo Baboo, and other Perfons, to withdraw the Security they bad given} and to take the moft 
effciftual Meafurcs for the Recovery of the fame. 

And, the Committee having Reafon to expeft by the next Advices, a further Inveftigation and 
Elucidation of thofe Charges, which refpeft the receiving of Prrfents by their late Prefident of the 
Council at Fort William, is the SubjcA was under the Confideration of the Governor General and 
Council when the Anfon left Bengal % and as in all Probxbility Proceedings may have been had 
thereon before the Supreme Court of Judicature i it was 

Refolved, That it. be recommended eo the Court <rf Diwflprs, to fufpeod their final Deterroinft- 
tion on the faid Charges, till further l.ighis (hall enable them to decide thereon ^ith Precifion. 


At 
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‘ At • Cborc of Diit<!tors, held on Friday the a9th March tjy6\ 

■ Letter from Samuel Pechetl, Eftroite, being readt rMueftiog the Court to fufpend their Decilion on 
the Condud of Warren Hafttngs, Efquire, Governor General of Bengal, until a Vindication of bis 
Condufi can be offered for their Conflderation; 

Ordered, That the Secretary do acquaint Mr. Pechell, that the Rebords of the Company, rerpefb- 
iflg Mr. Haftings^s Condubb in Bengal, fball be open to his Infpeftion and the reft of the Proprie¬ 
tors who wifh to took into them; but that it is unufiial for the Court of Direbbors to ftop their 
Proceedings on Papers before them at the Requifition of any Proprietor, without that Proprietor has 
any other Paper or Intelligence that can throw new Lights on the SiibjeA. 

Mr. Pechell replied. He ihould be happy if the Whole of his Requeft could be complied with t 
but muft be thankful for fo much as the Court have granted. 

The Court then refolved itfelf into a Committee of the whole Court, to confider further of the 
Advices received from the Governor General and Council Bengal i 

And the Chairman having again refumed the Chair; 

And the Committee of tlw whole Court, in a Report dated the a^th, ayth, and 29th Inftant, fob- 
mitting to the Court the Refolutions therein mentioned, which they had pafled, on their Conlideration 
of the Reference of Court of the yth Inftant, to confidcr further of the Condudb of the Governor 
General and Council of Bengal, according to the Advices and Records received from thence in the 
Courfe of laft Seafon, and lately by the Anfon, fince the Report made from the Court of Direfbors 
to the General Court, held the 6th December laft i 

The fame was read and taken into Confideratlon. 

And that Part of the Bengal Confultations, in the Revenue Department, dated the 26ih April 1774, 
containing a Letter from the Colle£bors of Beerboom, being read : Allb, 

Extrafb of the Letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, to the Chair¬ 
man, dated the ift December 1774; 

Extrads of the Letters from the Governor General of Bengal, dated the 3d December 1774 and 
a5th March 1775, refpeebing the Differences which fubfiffed in the Council there j 

Ordered, That fuch Part of the faid Report as related to the Governor General be re-committed. 


At a Court of Direftors, held on Toefday the ad April 1776 j 
The Court went into a Committee of the whole Court, 


At a Committee of the whole Court, the ad April 1776 i 

The Committee, in purfuance of the Reference of Court of the apth March laft, re-committing 
CO further Confideration that Part of their Report then offered to the Court, which related to the Go¬ 
vernor General of Bengal ■, now re-confidercd the fame; And fome Amendments being propofed to 
the faid Report, after very mature Deliberation thereon. 

It was, on tlK C^eftioD being put by the Ballot, 

Refolved, I'bat it-appears to this Committee, that the Condu6b of the late Prcfident and Council 
of Fort William in Bengal, in fuffering Cantoo Baboo, the prefent Governor General’s Banyan, to 
hold Farms in. different Purgunnahs to a large Aniount, or to be Security for fuch Farms, con¬ 
trary to the Tenor and Spirit of the 17th Regulation of the Committee of Revenue at Fort William, 
of the 14th May 1772, and afterwards relinquilhiog that Security without Satisfadbion made to die 
Company, was highly improper, and has been attended with conffderable Lofs to the Company.: 
That the Governor General and Council.of Fort William be direfted to prepare an exadb Statement 
of fuch Loffes or Damages as the Company have fuftained by their Servants permitting Cantoo Ba¬ 
boo, and other Perfons, to withdraw the ^curity they had given, and to take the moft cffcdbual 
Mc^ures for the Recovery of the fame. And, as there is Reafon to expedb by the next Advices a 
further Inveftigation and Elucidation of thofe Charges which refped tlic receiving of Prefents by their 
late Prefident of the Council at Fort William, as the Subjedb was under Confideration of the Governor 
General and Council when the Anfon left Bengal \ and as in all Piobability Proceedings may be bad 
thereon before the Supreme Court of Judicature •, that it be recommended to the Court of Diredors 
to fufpend their final Determination on the (aid Charges till further Lights lhail enable them to de¬ 
cide thereon with Pfecifion. 

And the Committee agreed to report to the Court accordingly. 

And the Cbatrnian having,refumed the Chjur, the Cunimittee of the whole Court under this Day’s 
Date, uponfi^-Ordar of .the ad of laft Month, for re«conimitting. their Report then read, now offer¬ 
ing a Refulution to the Confideration of the Court. 

The fame was Tead, JpeiDg in tlie following Words, viz. 

« Refolved, That it appears that the Conduft of the late Prcfident and Council of Fort William 

in ^ngai, in IviffertPg Canmo Baboo, the prefent Govqinor General's Banyan, to hold Farms 



APPENDIX, N'10^ 

•* ]ii diderent Purgunnahs to a large Amount, or to be Security for fuch Farms, contrary to the 
Tenor and Spirit of the 17th Regulation of tlie Committee of Revenue at Fort William, of the 
** 14th of May 1772, and ;tfterwaras rclinquilhiog that Security, without Satisfadion made to the 
** Company, waS highly improper, and has been attended with conliderable Lofs to the Company: 
« That the Governor General and Council be direSed to prepare an exaft Statement of fuch Lodes or 
** Damages as the Company have fuftained by their Servanu permitting Cantoo Baboo, and other 
*< Perfons, to withdraw the Security they had given, and to take the moft effe^ual Meafures for the 
** Recovery of the fame. And, there being Reafon to expeft by the next Advices, a further InveftU 
** Ration and Elucidation of thofe Charges which relrcdfc the receiving of Prefcnts by the late 
** Prefident and Council at Fort William, as the SubjeA was under Confideratioo of the Governor 
** General and Council when the Anfon left Bengal; and as in all Probability Proceedings may 
*' have been had thereon before tlK, Supreme Court of Judicature ; that the Court of DircAors do 
** fufpend their final Determination on ^ fatd Charges, till further Lights fhall enable them to 
« decide thereon with Prccifion.** 

And the Court having deliberated thereupon; 

It was, on the Queftion being put by the Ballot, 

kefolved. That this Court doth agree with the Committee in their faid Refolution. 


At a Court 0^ DireAors, held oh Wednefday the loth April 17764 
Nathabiel Smith and Robert Gregory, Efqrs. delivered in the following Dident: 

« To the Honourable the Court of Dircftors. 

*< Gentlemen, 

*' The Majority of the Council in Bengal having publicly and deliberately aflerted, that the 
*' Governor General,' during the lace Adminiftration, had been guilty of the moft daring and 
** dagrant Proftitution in every Branch of the Revenue, and that there is no Species of Peculation 
** from which he has abftainedi and the fame Authority having alfo declared, that not a Shadow of 
** t)oubt cah remain on the Mind of every unprejudiced Perfon, of the Appropriation by the 
** Governor General, of Four Parts out of Seven of the public Salary of the Phouzdar of 
Houghly to his own Emolument: 

** And whereat the faid Governor General ftands charged (in Conjun 61 ion with his Council in the 
** late Adminiftration) by the faid Majority, of having violated, in feveral loftances, I'ome of thofe 
*' very Regulations which were eftablifned by himfeu and his Council which Regulations have 
<* been approved, and in a great Degree fandltfied by the Diredtors, the Proprietors, and the Voice 
** of Parliament, from thofe Reafons afligned by the Prefident and Council, and which are annexed 
“ to the Regulations: 

*' And particularly, that they fuflered an Infringement of the Firft Regulation, by the Indulgences 
*>' granted tO Huzzery Mull, and Modun Dull, and Cantoo Baboo: 

** The Second Regulation, in theexteofive Grants to Huzzery Mull and Modun Dull, the Naib 
** Duan of Purnea, and Cantoo Baboo: 

** And that the 17th Regulation has been invaded in the Revenue Contrads entered into with 
«* a Mr. Chriftie, confidered as an European, and the Nub Duan of Purnea, as a Colledor-, 
** and though Cantoo Baboo does not come within the Letter of the 17th Regulation, he cannot be 
«< entirely exempted from the Spirit of it. 

With refpedb to the 10th and nth Regulations, though’no pofitive Proofs are come Home 
« to fupport the Charge of their not having been carried into Execution j yet the faid Majority of 
*< the Supreme Council do alTert, that they have the ftroogeft Reafon to Mlieve, that the Poctahs 
«♦ or Ixafes have never been regularly granted to the under Farmers or Ryots. And the fame 
Majority further affirm, an univerfal Report prevails, fo as to leave fcarce any room to doubc 
the Truth of the Aflfertion, that One of thofe arbitrary Colle^ions, diftinguilhed under the 
** Name of Motcootes, and which were fo ftrongly condemned by the former Government, has 
“ been levied under the Head of Durbar Crutch (or Charges) from the Provinces, but has not 
** been brought to the Cbmpany*! Account. 

** And whereas Mr. Barwell, who alfo was a Member of the late Adminiftration, not only ftands 
** charged, but has confeflbd 14 have taken to himfelf Rupees 1,25*500 from Two Salt Farms» 
M and Collufions appearing, in particular, in the Leafing the Farm of Selimabad,- between OAo* 
“ ber 1773 and February 1774, during which Period Mr. Barwell prefided at Dacca: 

•* Therefore, well weighing the high Authority of the Accufors, who eonftitute a Majority of the 
*' Supreme Council in Bengal, and the great controlling Pbwer over India') weighing alfo the 
** Nature of the feveral Charges themfelves, and the ruinous* fatal Coniequences to be dreaded from 
** a divided Council, wherein fuch fettled perfonal Enmity muft have taken Root, that it feeihs 
fcarcely polfible for Confidence ever to be reftored between the two Parties: ■ • 

And confidering that the Ships now under Difpatch are the laft of the Seribn, and that they 
** are going to depart without conveying any decifive Opinion on the Mal*adminiftratioh laid to the 
** Charge of two of the Supreme Council* whBft Ihey were Mchibers of the former Govern ;i)«nt: 

” And 
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** And as there is mucli Reafon to apprehend, that if the Ships now under failing Ofders lhalt 
** reach Bengal before the South Weft Monfoon ihifts’, do future Difpacches, from the Nature of the 
** Seafons, will be able, however expeditioufiy conduced, to arrive there before January or Fe- 
** bruary lyyy, which muft create a Difference of at leaft Pour, if not Five Months, in she Con. 
** veyance of any determined Refolutions concerning the Accufations now before you: 

** And as we cannot reconcile it with our Duty, to fuffer in Silence a Continuance of that Dif* 
** traflioo which now reigns in the Supreme Council; erpecially when fome of the Members declare, 
•* that the laft Half Year has been a mere Blank as to the public Concerns, the Time having been 
** taken up in perfonal Difputes; and all declare, that a Deciflon on one Side or the other is become 
** fo neceffary, that Delay muft be produftive of the Ruin of the State; 

** For thefe Reafons we do enter our Diftcnt from the Refolutions of the id of this Month, as 
being undecifive and ineffedtual, in a Conjunfture when, in our Opinion, it behoved this Board, 
«* without Lofs of Time, to have made fome Reprefentation to His Majefty in Council, purfuant 
** to the DircAions of the A£t of Parliament, fo as that the Parties accufed might have been fuf- 
" pended, removed, or brought to their Trial, and fuch Steps taken thereon, as Ihould be found 
** moft expedient to refeue the Country from thofe Confcqucnces Which are likely to enfue from the 
** Divifions exifting among the Members of the Supreme Council in India. 

_« We are, 

*« Gentlemen, 

•* Your moft obedient and 

« April the 6th 1776. ' “ moft humble Servants, 

“ Nath‘ Smith, 

Rob* Gregory." 


At a Court of Direftors, held on Thurfday the 11th April 1776) 

Richard Bechef, Efq; delivered in the following Diflent; via. 

1 diiTenc to the Refolucion rerpe^tng Cancoo Baboo his being permitted tO hold Farms itl 
y Bengal, and to be Security fof other Farmers, for the following Krafons: 

•* Becaufe it is faid this Meafurc is contrary to the Tenor and Spirit of the 17th Regulation,' 
“ formed by the late Frefident and Council, for conducing the Bufincfs of the Revenue» which to 

me does not appear to be a Faft. 

** I can fee no one ObjeAion to Cantoo Baboo being admitted Security for other Farmers, being 
V well known to be a Man of Property and Charafter. 

** I fee many Inconveniences, and apprehend the Intereft of the Company may effentially fuffer,' 
** by entirely excluding the Banians of Englifo Gentlemen from being Faimers, or Security for 
** thofe that may tarm Lands; eftceming the 17th Rcgularion to extend only to the Banians and 

Dependants of the Englilh employed as ColleAors; in which Senfe I chink the Regulation fhould 
** be ftridlly adhered. 

I cannot trace the leaft Appearance of the late Prefident, or any Member of the Council in 
** Bengal, being actuated by private Motives in this Tranfadlion. I think the Bufinefs is at prefenc 
♦* before the Qourt in a very imperfect State, and Judgment paffed on the Advices we now have, 
** may probably be erroneous. The Majority of the prefent Adminiftration promife to fend further 
« Information on the Subjeft, which no doubt will be accompanied with the late Prefident and 
** Council’s Reafons for their Condudl. 

** I therefore think the Court of Directors Ihould have fufpended giving an Opinion, until by the 
“ Arrival of the Advices, which may be daily expelled, they may w enabled to form their Judg* 
“ ment with Precifion. 

« Portman Square, ” Richard Becher.” 

“ the 3d April 1776, 


At a Court of DireAors, held on Wednefday the ift May 1776 1 

The Court taking into further Confideration the Charges brought againft the Governor General 
of Bengal, and Mr. Richard Barwell, of Council there, according to the Advices and Records 
received from thence lince the id April laft, when their laft Refolutions were paffed on the ConduA 
of thofe Perfuns; 

The faid Refolutions were read. 

The Court then going into further Enquiry into the Conduft of the Governor General, as ftated 
in the faid Advices and Records, and in the faid Kefolution of Court of the zd April laft ; 

His Addrefs to the Court of Directors, dated i6th May 1775, received by the Northumberland, 
was read; 

And then the Court agreed to proceed on this Matter To*morrow at Twelve o’Clock precifcly. 


SxL. Com. Rsp. IX. 
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At a Court of DircAorSi held on Thurfilay the ed May 17761 


The Court, according to Order, purfuing their Enquli^, as mentioned in the Minutes of the id 
Inllanr, into the Charges brought againd the Governor General of Bengal, as dated in the Records 
and Advices received from thence fince the ad April lad | 

7 ’he following Articles were read i viz. 

The 12th, 13th, 16th, 17th, i8th, and 37th Paragraphs Of the Letter from Bengal, in the Re¬ 
venue Department, dated i6th May 1775 : 

Extradl of the Confultation in the laid Department, held the 20th of that Month! 

Account of Exaftions of feveral Perfons from RamkilTen, Rajah of Rajelhahy Purgunnah! 

The i2th, 13th, 14th, and 15th Paragraphs of the Letter from Bengal, in the Revenue Depart¬ 
ment, dated 3d Augud 1775 : , 

Minutes of Lieutenant General Clavering, the Honourable Mr. Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated 
the 16th May, 28th July, and 3d Augud 1775: 

The Copy of the Governor General’s Minute of the 17th May 1775, on the Addition to the 
General Letter from Bengal, dated the preceding Day, refpe^ing Nundcomar, and which was adhered 
to by Mr. Barwell: 

Letters from the Governor General, dated the 18th and 20th May, 3 id July, and 9th Augud 
V75- 

Account dated 9th May 1775, of Durbar Expences unjudly made by Brigee Kidbre Roy out of 
the Confummaney, &c. Cafli paid to the Perfons therein mentioned, from the Bengal Year 117410 
the Month Poos in the Bengal Year 1181, amounting to Sicca Rupees 12,05,054. 11. 6 : 

The 2id, 22d, 35th, and 36th Paragraphs of the Letter from Bengal, in the Secret Department, 
dated the 16th May 1775: 

The additional Letter in that Department of the fame Date: 

The asth to the 32d Paragraphs, both includve, of the Letter in the fame Department: 

The General Letter from Bengal, both dated the 3d Augud 1775. 

And the Whole of the Materials at prefent in the Company’s Pofleflion, relative to the before- 
mentioned Charges, having, as entered on the preceding Minutes and thofeof the id Indant, been 
laid before the Court 4 

it was agreed to take the fame into further Confideration on Wednefday next the 8th Indant. 


At a Court of Direfliqrs, held on Wednefday the 8th May 1776 4 

The Court, according to the Minutes of the 2d Indant, taking into Confideration the feveral 
Papers and Records that were then and on the id Indant read, relative to the Charges brought 
againd the Governor General of Bengal, and Richard Barwell, Efquire, One of the Council there, 
which have been received fince the 2d of April lad j » 

And having very maturely deliberated thereon, it was, on the Queftion being put the Ballot, 
Refulved, That this Court having taken into their Confideration the State of the Company’s Af¬ 
fairs in Bengal, are of Opinion, that Warren Hadings, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard 
Barwdl, Efquire, of the Council in Bengal, Ihould removed from their refpcAive Offices 4 and 
that an humble Reprefentation be prefented to His Majedy for that Purpofe. 

Ordered, That the Committee of Correfpondence, with the Aflidance of the Company’s Standing 
Council and Solicitor, be defired to prepare a proper Reprefentation, agreeably to the laid Refolution, 
and that the fame be laid before the Court for their Approbation. 


At a Court of Direflors, held on Thurfday the 9th May 1776 4 

The Court being informed that Samuel Pechell, Efquire, and other Proprietors, attended, and had 
fomc Bufinefs to communicate to the Court 4 

And thofc Gentlemen being introduced, Mr. Pechell delivered in a Letter, figned by himfcif and 
Eight other Proprietors; which was fead, requeding that a General Court may oe called on fpecial 
Adairs. And at the fame Time intin^ted, that it was propofed atfuch Court to confidcr of the Refo¬ 
lution, Ycderday pafled by the Court of Direftors, relative to . the Removal of Warren Hadings, 
Efquire^ Governor General of Bengal, and Richard Harwell, Efquire, of Council there, from their 
refpedive Offices 4 and alfo to confider of the Meafures lately taken regarding the Company’s 
Affairs in Bengal. And the Gentlemen being acquainted, that the Court would confider of their Re- 
qued, they withdrew. 

And ihe Court taking the fame into Cofrfidtration, ami alB> the Aft of the 13th Year of His 
prefent Majedy, for regulating the Company’s Affairs, in refpeft to the Right of the Proprietors to 
coniroul this Court, in the Removal of the Perfons mentioned in the fiid ftetblution j and having 
confultcd the Company’s Standing Counfel and‘Solicitor on that Point; it was 


Refolved, 
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tletblved. That t General Court be called, to ineec at this Houfe on WedneOay nelt the l jth 
tnftam, on ^Ul Affairs* * 

The Proprietors Stnere thereu}m again called in, and acquainted therewith. 

And the ufual Notice to be given of the Meeting of the faid Coarc, was then read, iad approved* 


At a General Court of the United Codipany'of Merchants Of England trading to the Eaft Indies* 
held at their Hoofe in Leadenhall Street, on Wednefday the isth May 1776, at Twelve o’Cloefc 
at Noon » * 

PRESENT, 

John Roberts, Efquire, Chairman* 

William James, Efquire, Deputy j 

With moft of the Direftors, and very numerous Appearance of the Generality. 

The Tranfaftions of the General Court, held the 20th March laft, were read. 

The Chairman then acquainted the Court, that k was called on fpecial Affairs, at the Defire of 
Nine Proprietors j and propofing that their Letter to the Court of Dircdlors on that Occafion ffiould 
be read •, 

The fame was accordingly read, being as follows: 


** To the Court of Direflors of the Honourable the United Company of Merchants trading to 
“ the Eaft Indies. 

“ Gentlemen* 

** We the Subferibers, Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, duly qualified according to Law, requeft 
that a General Court of the faid Company may be called on fpecial Affairs. 


“ Sam'. Pechfcll, 

“ Robert Palk, 

« 8th May 1776, « John Boldcro, 

** John Mottcujt, 

** Cha*. Brett, 

“ Richard Boulton* 
W. B. Sumner, 
Step". Lufhingion, 
« Edw*. Boehm.” 


The Chairmsin then intimated, that it would be proper for fome of the Subferibers to that Letter, 
to acquaint the Court with the Bufinefs propofed to be taken into Confideration. 

One of thofe Gentlemen informing the Court thereof* dcfired that the following Articles might 
be read; viz. 

The Refolutions of the General Court held the 6th December laft, refpefting the Differences 
which, according to the Advices then received, had arifen to the Superior Council in Bengal: 

The Refolutidhs paffed on the ad of April laft, by the Court of Dtrfcftors, on the Condudt of War¬ 
ren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire, of the faid Council: 

The Dilftnt of Nathaniel Smith, Efquire, and Robert Gregory, Efquire, dated the 6ih of faid 
April i and 

The Diffent of Richard Becher, Efquire, of the 3d of the fame Month, to the laft-mentioned Re- 
Rjhitionat AKb* 

The Refolutions of the Court of Direftors of the 8th Inftant, That Warreh Haftings, Efquire, 
Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire, of the Council of Bengal, fbould be removed from 
their refpedtive Offices, and that an humble Reprefentation be prefented to His Majefty for that 
Purpofe. 

The fame were accordingly read. 

And the Court proceeding to take into Confideration the faid Refolution of the Court of 
DircAors; 

It was moved, 

That it be recommended to the Court of Diredlors, to rc-confider their Refolution taken by 
Balkit of Eleven to Ten, on Wednefday the 8th of this Inftant May, and conceived in the 
foUcMring Words; 


The Court, taking into Confideration the State of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal, ^ of 
«• Opinion, that Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire, of 
« the Council of Bengal, fhould be removed from their refpeftivc Offices •, and that an humble Re- 
prefrntation be prefented to His Majofty fbrtlttt Purpofe.” 


And that the Court of Dire^ors do report to the General Court of Proprietors, as fpeedily as 
poffible, their ^Proceedings on this Motion, before any furtlicr Steps (hall be taken in that 
Bufinefs. . j 


6 
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And,a Debate arifing thereupon; in the Courfc whereof the following Particular* were lead » rfxz. 

A Claufe and Proviio in the Charter granted by his late Majefly* on .the'8th January iys3» 
lative to the Powers vefted in the General Courr, and Q>urt of Diredors of this Company : 

A View of the Charees brought againd the Company** Servants in Bengal, for receiving Prefents, 
fpecifying by whom faid to have been made, to what Amount, and the Nature of the Evidence 
givn on that Account: 

An Account of Durbar Ezpences made by Brtgee Kiflbre Roy, out of the Confummaney, &c. 
paid to fundry Perfon^, from Bengal Year 1174, to the Month of Poos, Bengal Year 1181: 

Part of. the Benptl Confulcations, in the Revenue Department, on the 14th March 1775, re¬ 
lative to Examination of Brigee KilTore, as to the Payment of Money to the Governor General: 
And, 

Minute of Lieutenant General Clavering, the Honourable George Monfon, and Philip Francis, 
Efquire, of the Bengal Council, dated the aiftMarch 177^, reigning the bolding of Farms by 
the Governor Generafs Banian. 

And the Court having continued their Deliberation for a great Length of Time, on the Bufmefs 
in queBion; 

It was moved to adjourn until To-morrow, aoTen o’Clock in the Forenoon, to confider further 
thereof. 

And the Queftion being accordingly put; 

It was declared, from the Chair, to have palTed in the Negative. 

And the Court dividing thereon; 

And it appearing, that 97 were for the Adjournment, and 111 againft it; 

The Chairman again declared the Queftion had pafied in the Negative. 

The Court then refuming the Debate on the before-mentioned Motion -, and. 

Having further confidered the fame; 

It was demanded, by the following Proprietors, that the Queftion thereon be put by thq 
Ballot; viz. 

Samuel Pechell, Efquire, 

Keane Fitzgerald, Efquire, 

Henry Haftings, Efquire, 

■William Jones, Efquire, 

Thomas Davenport, Efquire, 

Henry Jodrell, Efquire, 

William Elliott, Efquire, 

Mr. W" Cooper Keating, 

John Boldcro, Efquire. 

And it was thereupon ... 

Rcfolvcd, That the Queftion on the Motion, ** That it be recommended to the Court of Direc* 
** tors, to re-conflder their Rcfolution, taken by Ballot of Eleven to Ten, on Wednefday the 8 th of 
« this Inllant May, antf conceived in the following Words: 

«* The Court, taking into Confideration the State of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal, arc of Opi- 
»• nion, that Warren Haftings, Elquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwcll, Efquire, of the 
** Council of Bengal, (hould be removed from their rejjpeflive Offices; and that an humble Repre-. 
“ fentation be prefented to His Majcfty for that.Purpofe; 

•‘And that the Court of Directors do report to a General Court of Proprietors, as fpeedily as 
“ poflible, their Proceedings on this Motion, before any further Steps (hall be taken in that Bufi- 
•• nels i” be put by the Ballot, at this Houfe, on Friday next, the 17 th Inftant, from Eleven 
o’clock in the Forenoon, until Six in the Evening; and that the Determination thereof be reported 
to the General Court the fame Evening. 

' The Court then, it being near iz at Night, on the Qiieftion, adjourned* 


At a Court of Direftors, held on Friday, the 17th May 177$. 
Draft of the Minutes of the General Court, held the 15th Inftant, was read. 


At a General Court of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, 
held at their Houfe in Leadenhall Street on Friday the 17th May 1776, at Eleven a’Ctock 
in the Forenoon; 

PRESENT, 


John Roberts, Effiuire, Chairman, 

William James, EXquire, Deputy; 

With moft of the Direaors, and a very numerous Appearance of the Generalitf. 


The Court being met to receive the Votes for the Determination of the Queftion, refolTCd, on the 
S5th Inftant, to be this Day put by the Ballot 1 ' 

rck The 
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The following Gentlemen were appointed Scrutineers to examine tlie faid Votes, and to report the 
Detenninationf or the raid Queffigoj^viz. , , 

John Whitelock, F.fquire, William Crichton, Efquire, 

Thomas Parry, Efquire, George Thomfon, Elquirr, 

George Staiqfgr^, Eiquirc, - Stephen Luihington, Efquire. 

At Six o’clock the Gla(|fp bdi^ hnally clofed, were delivereijl to the Scrutineers. 

■ And about Seven tlie fame Evening, John Whitelock, Efquire, Chairman of the Scrutineers, 
brought in their Report % which was read, fxing as follows :' 

Eaft India Houfe, 17tb May 1776. 

*< We whofe Names are hereunto fubferibed, being appointed by the General Court of the 
United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, to examine the Votes de- 
** livered in this Day, for the Determination, by Ballot, of the following (^eftion, viz. 

** That it be recommended to the Court of Dire&ors to re-confider their Kefolutiow, taken by Ballot 
** of Eleven to Ten, on Wednefday the 8th of this Inftant May, and conceived in the following. 

Words, viz. The Court, taking into Confideration the State ck the Company's Affairs in Bengal, 
** are of Opinion, that Warren Haftings, Efquire^ Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire, 
*( of the Council of Bengal, fhould be removed from their refpeflivd Offices •, and that an humble 
** Reprefentation be prefented to His Majefty for that PurpofeAnd that the Court of Directors do 
report to a General Court of Proprietors, as fpccdily as pofllble, their Proceedings on this Motion, 
« before any further Steps (hall be taken in that Bufinefs. 

And being alfo appointed to report the Number of Votes for and againft the faid Queftion) 
** have accordingly examined the faid Votes, and 6nd, viz. 

« 377 Votts for the Queftion, 

•» 271 Votes againft the Queftion, 

»* 106 Majority. 


** John Whitelock, 

^ « Thomas Parry, 

“ Geo. Stainforth, 

« W". Crichton, 
George Thomfon, 

** Stephen Luihington." 

It was thereupon declared from the Chajr, that the Queftion was carried in the Affirmative, 

And then the Court, on theQueftion,i adjourned. 


At a Genera] Court of the United Company of Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies, 
held at their Houfe in Leadenhall Street, on Wednefday the igth of June 1776, at Twelve 
o’clock at Noon j 

PRESENT, 

John Roberts, Efquire, Chairman, 

WiUiam James, Efqmre, Deputy , 

With moft of the DireAors, and a large Appearance of the Generality. 

The Tranfaflions of the Two laft General Courts, of the 15th and 17th of May, were read. 

The Court then taking into Confideration the Refolution of this Court of the 17th May laft, re¬ 
commending it to the Court of DircAors to re-confider the Rcfolgtion palled by them the 8th of the 
fame Month, That Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire, 
of the Council of Bengal, ihould be removed from their refpeAive Offices, and that an humble Re¬ 
prefentation be prefented to His Majefty for that Purpofe t 
And after having deliberated thereon, it was, on the C^eftion, 

Refolved, That the Court of Diredlors do, within Eight Days from the Receipt of the Packet by 
the Salilbury, fummon a General Court, and make their Report on the Refolution of this Court of 
the 17th of laft Month. 


At a Court of DireAors, held on Wednefday the 17th July 17761 

TKfc Opinions of Mr. Attorney General and Mr. Dunning, on a Cafe, as prepared and laid before 
the Court the iith Inftant, were read. 


[h] 


SiL. Com. Rep. IX. 



A'!P *P e: N t> t X, N*'iof 


At a General Court of the United Company of Merchanta of En^and trading to the Fall Indies, 

held at iheir Houfe in Lcadcnhall Street oh Wedn^^y the’lytft''July 1776, at iz (fOock at 

Noon I <!’ . 

P R E S E N T;. • 

John Roberts, Efquire, Chairman, 

'William James, Erquire, Deputyi , 

With moil of theDireftqrs, and a numerous Appearance-of >thclG«.aejra)jity< 

[I'he Tranfaftiona of .the Genofal Court, held the zyth June laft, wene read. 

The Chairman then acquainted the Court, chat it is .called in confequenoe of the Reiolafioo lof 
laft Court, for the Court of Direflors to make their Report on the Reference of this Court of 
the 17th May laft t “ that the Court of PiriC^bora do re-^cpnHder their RefOkkition of the Sth of die 

fame Month, for the Removal of Wafrea Haftings, E/quire, Goveyoor Geneital, >at>d Richard 
“ Barwell, Efquire, of Council in Bengal, from thek refpe^ive Olhciss-,'* and chacitlicjir Proceed¬ 
ings thereupon, as contained in their Minutes, are ready to he laid before the Court. 

And the fame were accordingly read, being as follows: ... 

PROCEEDINGS of the Court of DircRors, on their Confideration df the Reference of 
the General Court of the 17th May 1776. 

At a Court of Dircflors, held on Wcdncfday the zzd May 1776} 

DVaftof the Minutes of the General Court, held the 17th Inftanr, was read, 
it was then, on k Motion, 

Ordered, That the Refolucion of the faid General Court be taken into Conftderation on Wed- 
nel'day the 5th June next. 

At a Court of Direflors, held on Wednefday the 5th June 1776 1 
On a Motion, 

Ordered, That the Confideration of the Refolution of the General Court, hdd {He 17th ultimo, 
be podponed till the Receipt of Jurther Advices from Bengal. 

At a Court of Direflor?, held on Wednefday the z6th June 

The Chairman prefenting to the Court a Narrative and Minutes from the Bengal Confultations 
relative to Munny Begum i 

Ordered, That tl.e fame do lie on the Table for the infpeflion of the Direflors. 

At a Court of Dire^ori, held on Wednafday the-3d July 1776 j 

The Chairman acquainting the Court that all the Packets from Bengal per Salifbury, were 
received ^ 

It was, on a Motion, 

Ordered,j That a General Court be fummoned to meet at this Ho^fe on Wednefday the 17th 
Inftant,on fpecial Affairs*, and that the ufual Notice be given thereof, agreeable to an Adverwfe- 
ment, now read and approved. 

The following Letters were reail, viz. 

General Letter from Bengal, dated the toth November 1775. 

Secret Letter of the fame Datq^ 

Governor General and Mr. Bagwell’s Diflcnt to the faid General Letter, 

General Clavering’s Remarks on that DilTent. 

The Governor General’s Reply to thofe Remarks. 

Letter from General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated the 21ft November 
1775. 

Letter from the Board of Trade, dated 31ft Oftober. 1775. 




At 
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At a Court of t>ire^ors, held on iTiur^i^ay the 4th July ^77"^? 

Minutes from the fiiengal Confulcations, relative to Monhy Bp^uniias prejented 10 the Court the 
26th uliinjo, were read. 


At a Court of DireAors, held dn Tuefday the ^tb juty ryyd; 

The Court Jiow taking into Confideracion the Refertoce of the General Court of the 17th 
Mav lalh, the following Particular!, relative to the State of the Company’s Affairs in Bengal, were 
read, viz. 

Extracts from the Bengal Confdita^ns, tO the Secret Department, of the jilt July, and 4th 
September 1775. 

Minutes ot General Claverii^, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated the i6th May, 3d 
Ai^flt, and 15th September 1775. 

Letters from the Governor General of Bengal, dated the tSth May and 31ft July 1775, all 
regarding the Tranfaftions with Munny Begum. Separate Confuhations, in the Department of the 
Bengal Revenues, of the 25th and i8ch April, 9th June, and iff September 1775, relative to the 
Farms held by Mr. Jamca Chriftic. 

Extraffsof the Confultations in the fame Department,- held on the 7th, 14th, itnd 25th April, 
the 19th, a 3d, adth, and joth May^ the 30th June, 7ch July, and 24th Offober 1775, concerning 
the Tranl'affions at Burdwan. 

Letter and Extraff of Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in their Revenue De¬ 
partment, dated the eSth November 1775, and, 

Letter from the Secretary of that Department, dated 30th November 1775, tranfmitting Copy of 
one from Mr. Vanrittart of that Date. 

Copy of the Remarks of General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, on the Settk- 
tnenc of Beerboom, Biffenpore, and Patcheat. 

Copy of Mr. Barwell’s Minurt in Beply to thofc Remarks, relative to the Diffriffs of Biffenporc 
and Pachcati alfo 

Pofficript of the Governor General's -Minute, N* 2, on the &me Subjefl, in anfwer to the 
Minute ot General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, of the 15th September 'i775» 
N* 1. All received per Salifbury. 

Extracts uf the Bengal Confultations in the Revenue Department, of the 7th and 28th April, 
the 12th and 19th May, and the ijtht 14th, and 30th June 1775; relative to the Zetmndarry 
of Radlhahy. 

Minute of Mr. Francis, Colonel Monfon, and General Clavering, of the izth May, on the 
Orders of the Court of Direffors, and a Claufe in the late A<ff of Parliament, as they relpedt the 
Subject of Europeans being concerned in the Company’s Farms. 

And then the Court poftponed their further Conffderation of the Reference of the General Court 
until To-morrow* 

On a Motion, 

Ordered, That the Records and Papers relative to the Difputes in the Council in Bengal do lie 
open for the Perufal of the Proprietors, 


At a Court of Diredors, held on Wednefday the lOth July 1776; ' 

, The Court proceeding further on the Confideration of the Reference of the General Court of the 
17th May laff, the following Articles were read t viz. 

The Refolutions of the General Court, held on the faid lytb May and 19th June laff. 

Parts of the Proceedings of the Committee of Revenue, of the 11th, 14th and 18th April, and 
12th May 1773, relative to the Tranfaffions of Mr. Barwcll in the Bufineff of tlic Dacca 
Salt Farms. 

Parts of the Bengal Confultations in the Revenue Department, of the 30th May 2775, contain¬ 
ing Letters from Meflfs. Grueber, Hollond, and others, acknowledging the refpeftive Shares re¬ 
ceived by them from the Dacca Salt Farms. 

Part of the ConQiltation in the fame Department, of the 31ft Offober 1775, refpeffing the Opi¬ 
nion of Mr. Farrar, the Company’s Counlei, upon the Charge of the Kanny of Bordwan againff 
different Perfons. 

.The Court then conGdering the Subjefl of the feveral ParticiUars which have been read, in con- 
fequence of the faid Reference of the General Court } 

It was moved, 

That notwithftanding the Refolution of this Court, of the 2d Day of April 1770, “ That it ap- 
« pears that a confiderablc Sum of Money has been given by one of the Company’s Tenants, for 
“ holding the Salt Farms of Selimabad and Duccanfavagepoor, in the Diftrifts of Dacca, over and 

“ above 
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above the Engagement of tKofe Farma to the Company, contrary to the Letter and Spirit of the 
“ nth Regulation of the CoRunittee of Hevepue of the 14th. May 177a > and that Mr. Barwell has 
** acknowledged having charged the faid I'enint, for h!s own Ufe and the Other Gentlemen of the 
Fadory, with the Amount of 125,500 Ropees, for permitting him to hold the faid Farms:’’,. 
And notwithftahding Mr. Barwell*s Lettet of the a^d March 1775, to tbfe Secretary bf tne Go,- 
Vernor General and Council at Fort William, in their Revenue Department, whereby c'bnfclles, 
that while be was Chief at Dacca, the faid Farms of Selimabad and Duccanfavagepoor became his, 
and were by him relet to an Under Tenant, on Condition that he fliould account with him, the 
faid Mr. Barwell, for Profits to a certain Sum i 

And notwithftanding the 11th and 17th Regulations, made by the faid Mr. Barwell and {he ri^ft of 
the Council at Fort William, by which it was (for fecuring the ^mpany in their Phjpertyi^nd 
the Ryots from OpprelTion) ordained, that no European Ihbuld, direftly or inditebblyv per^ltred 
to rent Lands in any Part of the Country: / . - i 

It is the Opinion of this Court, that the following Refolutioivof the 8th Day of May laft} vi^. 
“ That this Court, having taken into Confideration the State of the Company’s Affairs in Ben- 
“ gal, are of Opinion, That Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, 
Elquirc, of the Council in Bengal, ihould be. removed fyom thbir refpeftive Offiies i and that 
“ an humble Keprefentation be prefented to His Majclly for that Purpofe i” be reminded, fo far as 
the fame relates to Richatd Barwell, Efquire. 

And the Court having maturely confidcred of the faid Motion, and read 
The 23d, ayth, 28th, and 29th Sections of the 13th Year of the Reign of Hisprefent Majeily, 
Chap. 63: 

The Adverttfement for farminc the Salt Mahls in the Dacca DiftriAs, entered on the Con- 
fultation of the fame Place, of the. 24th OAober 1772: And 
Part of Mr. Barwell’s Minute, in Reply to the 5th Article of the Proceedings and Rcfolutions 
of the Committee appointed for inveftigating the Complaints of Coja Kaworke Simon, relative to 
the Salt Farms of Selimabad and Duccantavagepoor: 

And fome Doubts arifing, in the Courle of the Debate, on, the Conflruflion of that'Part of the 
faid AA relative to the trading in Salt by the Company’s Servants; 

And Mr. Smith, the Company's Solicitor, being confultcd, reprefented the fame as a Cafe of 
too much Difficulty for hii giving a dccifive Opinion thereon. 

The Court then having further confidcred of the faid Motion i 

And the previous Quefiion being propofed, and put by the Ballot, Whether theQiieflion on the 
faid Motion be now put} • 

And the Number of Votes for and againft the ^eftion appearing to be equal, 

Two Lots were prepared,'purfuant to the DireAions in the Company’s Charter i ahd the Treafurer 
being called in, drew the Lot, which determined the previous Queftion to be paffed in the Negative. 
It was then, upon further Confideration, moved, ‘ 

“ That the Court, purfuant to the Recommendation of the General Court of the 17th May laft, 
** taking into further Confideration the Rcfolution of this Court of the 8 th Day of May laft, in thefol- 
“ lowing Words i viz. 

“ That Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire, of the 
Council in Bengal, (hould be removed from their refpeAivc Offices •, and that an humble 'Repre> 
fentation be prefented to His Majefty for that Purpofe; 

« Do refolve, That fo much of the faid Refolution of the 8th Day of May laft, as relates to 
“ the faid Richard Barwell, be now refeinded 
And the Queftion on the faid Motion being put by the Ballot, 

There appeared an Equality of Votes for and a»inft the fame. 

And the Queftion being put, according to the Charter, in the Manner above mentioned. 

It was by the Lot determined, that the fame pafifed in the Affirmative. 

On a Motion, 

Ordered, That Mr. Smith be dircAed to prepare a Cafe from the Company’s Records, to be laid 
before the Court To-morrow, for their' Approval, refpeAins a Sum of One Lack and a Half of 
Rupees, alledged to be given to Mr. Haftings, Governor General of Bengal, by Munny Begum $ 
and that the fame be laid before'Counfel for their Opinion. < 

And then the Court agreed to adjourn the Confideration of that Part of the faid Rcfolution of 
the General Court which regards ^hc Governor General of Bengal, until Friday next, the 13 th Inftanc. 


At a Court of DireAors, held on Thurfday the nth July 1775, 

Appendix, On a Motion, 

No 111. A. Ordered, That that Part of the Rcfolution of the General Court of the 17th May laft, which re¬ 
gards the Governor General of Bengal, be taken into Confideration on Tuefday next the 16th Inftanc. 

Mr. Smith laying before the Court a State of the Cafe prepared according to the Order of the 
10th Inftant, refpcAing the Sum of One Lack and a Half of Rupees, alleged to have been given 
to the Governor General of Bengal by Munny Begum» 

I 
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' And the iame being read, and fbme Amendments made therein, was, with the Query put, approved* 
in order to be laid before the Attorney and Solicitdr General, Mr. Serjeant Adair, Mr. Sayer, and 
Mr. Dunning, that their refpc^livc Opinions thereon may be obtained as fpeedily as poOiblc. 

At a Court of Direftors, held on Tuefday the i6th July 1776. 

The Court, according to Order, taking into Confideration that Part of the Refolution of the Ge¬ 
neral Court of the 17th May laft, relative tQ the Refolution of this Court of the 8th of that Month, 
which regards the Governor General of Bengal *, 

And the Opinions of Mr. Solicitor General, Appendix, 

Mr. Serjeant Adair, and N-'ui. B. 

Charles Sayer, Efquire, taken in confcquence of the Minute of laft Court, 
being read and confidered ) 

And it being moved. 

That the Courr, purfuant to the Recommendation of the General Court, of the 17th Day of May 
laft, taking into further Confideration the Refolution of this Court of the 8th Day of May laft, in 
the following Words; viz. 

“ That Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire, of the 
« Council in Bengal, Ihould be removed from their rcfpedlive Offices i and that an humble Keprefen- 
tation be prefented to His Majefty for that Purpofci" 

Do refolve, that lb much of the faid Refolution of the 8th Day of May laft, as relates to the faid 
Warren Haftings, Efquire, be now refeinded. 

And the Queftion being accordingly put by the Bailor, 

The fame pafled in the Affirmative. 

The fallowing Articles were alfo read j viz. 

The Cafe, mentioned in the faid Proceedings, relative to the Sum of One Lack and a Half of 
Rupees, alleged to have been given to the Governor General of Bengal by Munny Begum, with the 
annexed Appendix, and 
The Opinions thereon of Mr. Attorney General, 

Mr, Solicitor General, 

Mr. Serjeant Adair, 

Mr. Sayer, and 
Mr.Dunning: Alfo, 

Extracts of the Minutes of General Clavering, Colonel Monfon, and Mr. Francis, dated the 
i6tliMay, 3d Auguft, and 15th September, 1775. 

A Motion was thereupon made, 

That it bt recommended to the Court of Direftors, to print, for the Information of the Proprie- 
“ tors and thcPublic, the Proceedings which have been had in Bengal Bnce the Eftablilhmenr or the 
“ Supreme Council, relative to any Prefents, alleged to have been received, or to any Frauds, 

“ Abufes, or Oppreflions, alleged to have been committed, by any of the Company’s Servants, 

“ together with the Cafe laid before, and Opinions of, Counfel j and all other Papers in their Pof- 
“ feflion, relating to the Difputes which haye prevailed in the faid Council •, and all the fcvcral Pa- 
“ ragraphs in^he Letters from the Court of Direftors, and from their Servants Abroad, relative to 
” the Charafter of Nundcomar." 

And the Cemrt having maturely confidered of the faid Motion, and the Queftion being at length put 
thereon, 

The fame pafled Unanimoufly in the Affirmative. 

And then the Court, on the Queftion, adjourned. 

At a Court of Direftors, held on Wednefday the 31ft July 1776} 

. The Diflcnt of the Chairman, Deputy Chairman, Mr. Wombwcll, Mr. Wheler, and Mr. Tatem, 

Yeftcrday delivered, in order to have been figned and prefented, if a fufficient Number of Direflors 
had met to conftituce the Court which had been fummoned then to meet, was now read } and is in 
the following Words: viz. 

To the Honourable the Court of Direftors, 

« QentlefflOn, . . 

** It is with Rtfltfftance we difier from any A& of this Court which has received the Allcnt of a 
“ Majority of our Body j but, lamenting the unhappy Differences which fubfift in the Supreme 
Council in Bcngi|ii,ibeing alarmed at the prefent State of that Settlemint, and feeling the Neceflicy 
of fome effie.iei)t Mmfure to give the executive Part of that Government its full Force, as efta- 
** blilbed by the LegMature, we And ourfelves called upon, from the Station we hold, and from 
u our Rcfponflbility to the Public, to record our Reafons for concurring in the Refolutions of the 
“ 8th May laft, for the Recall of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, and for diflenting from thofe of the 
«. loth and 16th July for refeinding the fame. 

'“'StL.CoM.Rsp.IX. [i] 
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Becaufe wc think an iqiniiedUte Change in the Supreme Council not only highly expedient, 
“ but abfoluttly necelTary ^ at the Governor General declarct, by his Ixtcer of 25th March <775> 
** That the lait Six Months have been a Blank in his Government} and in bis ocher Letters, That 
« when the Council meet, they waftc their Time in Altercation, inftead of proceeding to the Dif- 
*' patch of Buflnefs» that he will be no longer rcfponrible; that it is a Caie to which Palliatives 
** cannot be applied; and that he apprehends the Want of Unanimity at the Board, may extend to the 
“ Provincial Councils, and affeft the RevenuesThat nothing but a decilive Remedy can fecure the 
Company’s Profperity, and the National Interefts, in Bengal, from Anarchy and Ruin i and as the 
** Majority declare, that, from the diftradled State of the Settlement, they can no longer be re* 
** fponflble for the internal Government of the Country, or the Safety of the State} and as tlie 
** whole Council moil: earneftly folicit Decifion from the Court of OireAora: 

“ Becaufe, by the Refolutions of this Court, of the ill December 1775, confirmed by Rcfolutions 
** of the General Court, it is declared, that the Agreement made with Suja Dowla, for the Hire of 
a Part of the Company’s Troops for the Redu^ion of the Rohilla Country, and the fubfequenc 
“ Steps taken for carrying on that War, were founded on wrong Policy, were contrary to the 
■* general Orders of the Company, frequently repeated, for keeping their Troops within the Bounds 
“ of the i’rovinces, and for not extending their Conqueils, and were alfo contrary to tbofc general Prin- 
** ciples of Jiiftice which the Company wiih ihould be fupported ; and that the whole Correfpondence 
“ between the Governor General and Mr. Middleton ihould have been laid before the Members of 
“ the Superior Council, who ou^ht to have received every Information refpefting the Tranfaflions 
of the Company’s Agent at Suja Dowla’s Court, in order to regulate their Conduft at that critical 
Period: 

** Becaufe this Court hath, by its Refolution of id April lail, declared, that Mr. Hailings's 
<* Condudl, in fufiering his Banyan to hold Farms in difierent Purgunnahs to a very large Amount, 
“ and afterwards to relinquiih the ^mc without Satisfa^llon made to the Company for the Rent, 
** was contrary to the Tenor and Spirit of the 17th Regulation (by himfclf eftabliihcd) was highly 
improper, and attended with confiderable Lofs to the Company: 

“ Bccaufc it does not appear by the Papers from Bengal, that Mr. Haftings either reprefented to 
** this Court, or ufed his Endeavours to reform, many Frauds and Abufes which prevailed in Bengal 
** during his Adminiiliaiion j and the Majority of the Council have declared, that he hath oppolcd 
« and withftood their Endeavours to inveiligate foch Mifeonduft: 

Becaufe, by the Refolution of this Court, of the ad April 1776, it is declared, that a confiderable 
Sum ot Money had been given by one of the Company’s Tenants, for holding the Salt Farms of 
Selimabad and Duccanfavagepore, in the Diftridls of Dacca, over and above the Engagement of 
thofe Farms to the Company, contrary to the Letter and Spirit of the 1 ith Regulation of the 
« Committee of Revenue, s4th May 1772} and that Mr. Barwell had acknowledged having charged 
the faid Tenant, for his own Ufe and the other Gentlemen of the Faflory, with the Amount of 
“ 1,25,500 Rupees, for permitting him to hold the faid Farms: 

“ Becaufe Mr. Barwell, in his Letter of 23d March 1775, to the Secretary of the Governor Gew 
“ neral and Council of Fort William in their Revenue Department, confefies, that while he was 
*• Chief at Dacca, the faid Farms of Selimabad and Duccanfavagepore became his, and were by 
him re-let to an Under Tenant, on Condition that he ihould account with him, the faid Mr. Bar* 
*• well, for Profits to a certain Amount: 

** Bccaufc, by the iith and 17th Regulations, made by the faid Mr. Barwell and the reft of the 
** Council at Fort William (for fecuring the Company in their Property, and the Ryots from Op* 
** prelTion) it was ordained, that no European ihould, diredtly or indircflly, be permitted to rent Lands 
V »n any l^art of the Country : 

*« Becaufe Mr. Harwell’s being concerned in Salt fubfequent to Auguft 1774, appears to us to be 
« contrary to the Intent and Meaning of the Aft of the 13th of His prefent Majcfty. 

** For thefe Reafons we concurred in the Reft^ucion of this Court of 8tb May laft, for the Re* 
moval of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Harwell} and, from the Magnitude of this Bufinefs, we think 
“ ourfelves obliged to declare, that the Reaibns which then induced us to join in that Refolution 
have received additional Weight by the fubfequent Difpatches i and in our Opinion the Expediency 
** and NccclTuy of the Meafure ftill continue in full Force, more efpecially is no other Meafurej to 
** remedy the Evils at prefent fubfiftii^; in Bengal, has been propoftd. 

j « We are, 

I « Gentlemen, 

* “ « With great Regaid, 

■' London, ” Your moft obnlient and 

« the 31ft July 1776.’’ . w moft humblo Servants, 

** John Robeiis,' 

<* WiUiam Jamei, 

G. Wombwell. 

» Edwani Wheier, 
w Ofoige Tacem." 


At 
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At t Court held on Wedoddty tho yth Auguft 

Frederick Pigoo, now figaed the Di&nc of the Chairmen, Deputy ChurmiOi and other 
Gentlemen in the Direftion, which was read in Court the 31ft July left. 
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CASE refpe^bing a Lack and a Half of Rupees alledged to have been received by Mr. Haft- 
ings i with the Opinions of Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Sjolicitor General, Mr. Serjeant Adair, 
Mr. Sayer, and Mr. Dunning. 

Mr. Smith’s Report refpefting Money alledged to have been unduly received by the Company’s Ser¬ 
vants in Bengal; with Mr. Sayer’s Opinion thereon. 


Order of the Court of Directors. 

^RDERED, That ExtraAs be fpeedily made from the Confultations and Proceedings of the 
^ Governor General and Council, relative to all Monies taken, or Hated as taken, by the 
Company’s Servants in Bengal, and not authorized by the Court of Direftors} and that 
Copies thereof be delivered to Mr. Sayer and Mr. Smith, for their Advice what Mcafures it is 
proper to purfue for Recovery of all Sums, for the Ufe of. the Company, which may appear to 
have been unduly received by their Servants. 


Mr. Smith’s Report. 

Purfuant to the foregoing Order, I have not only perufed the fcvcral Extracts delivered to me by 
Mr. Wilks, but alfo the original Confultations and Proceedings of the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, thereby referred to *, which being very voluminous, have required a great deal 
of Time to read and digeH. 

In fomc of the Cafes the Fafts are very clear, but in others the Allegations and Proofs arc fo 
loofe, incorreiH, and in many InHances fo contradiAory to each ocher, chat I cannot form a fatif- 
fa^ory Opinion pf them. 

Wifhing to give the bed Information to the Court in my Power, I will firft, as fliortiy as pof- 
£blc. Hate the different Cafes, as they appear upon Record, and then mention what Mcafures occur 
to me as proper to be purfued. 

The Cafes of the different Perfons vary in their Circumftances, but they may be arranged under 
Three General Heads; viz. 

id. Obtaining Money on collufive Contra£b or Lcafes of Salt Works and Farms. 

ad. Prefents or Gratuities from Munny Begum, out of the Infant Nabob’s Treafury. 

3d. Charges of the like Nature by the Ranny of Burdwan. 

'itl. As to the Salt Works in Dacca Diftrift: The only Perfons mentioned as having acquired 
Money unduly from thefc Works, are, *Ihe Committee ofCtrcuitf whom Mr. Wilks’s Extras ftates to 
be Mr. Dacrcs, Mr. Laurell, and Mr. Graham. 

Mr. Cruebery the Chief and Collcftor of Dacca at the Time the Leafes in that DiftriA were 
granted. 

Mr. Richard BarwelU who fucceeded Mr. Grueber as Chief of Dacca. 

Meffrs. W" Barton and 7 bo‘ Sbeelt, the former Refident at Luckapoor, the latter at Colinda; but 
a Letter of Mr. Grueber’s ihews that other Perfons^ vibo were not namedt were Partakers of the Ad¬ 
vantages acquired by him. 

It appears, that in 1772 the Preddent and Council of Bengal refolved to change the Mode of 
making Leafes or Contrads for the Salt in Dacca DiftriA. In confequence of a Letter to the Col- 
Icftor on this Subieft, he tranfmitted Propofals, which arc faid to have been made by the Dacca 
Merchants, for delivering certain Quantities of Salt to the Company, at certain Prices *, thefe Pro¬ 
pofals being deemed inadmidible by the Preddent and Council, they referred the Bufinefs to the 
Committee of Circuit, then at Dacca, who advertifed for granting Leafes or Contra^s of the Sale, 
M^ls to fuchi Perfons who Ihould offer the moft advantageous Terms to the Company in refpcdl: to 
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Quantity and Price. The Committee afterwards tranfmicted the N^s of fevcral Natives of Ben¬ 
gal, with whom they ftid they had made ContraAs foii^thevAltf iiSf Four Lots, for the Term 

of Five Years, in purfuance of the public Bidding. It do^s not appear, whether there were any 
other Bidders than thofe 'with whom the Concrafts were m*«, $/ is ohfervahU^ that in ^rte 

out of the Four CentraSs^ the- Price to be paid by the Cmpii^fir the Salt^ wai more than was ri- 
quired by the Propofols of the Dacta Merchants^ which are declared inadmifftble. In one Contrail;, the 
Company was to pay upwards of Fourteen per Cent.*, in another, upwards of Six and an Half per 
Cent, i and in the Third, upwards of Five and Three Quarters per Cent, more than the Dacca 
Merchants PrMofali but the Quantity of Salt contrafted for in each of thefc Cafes was greaty 
than what the Dacca Merchants* proofed to'Selivcrj'the Fourth COntra^, * however, was for Deli¬ 
very of a greater Quantity than the Dacca Merchants propofed, and at a lefs Price by Four and a 
Half per Cent. 

It was not known that thefe were not real^bbna 3 de Cobtrads for the Aceddnt of the Perfons 
whufe Names were given in as the ContraAors, until an Habeas Corpus iflued from Hhe Supreme 
Court on Behalf of Perfons imprifoned by Coja Kaworkc, one of the oftenfible Contraftors or 
Farmers; which Writ having iOued upon the Ground of Kaworke*s being in the Service of the 
Company, or of an European, hr; was required to make an Affidavit to contcadi^ thofe Allegations.^ 
Which he refufed to do; and immediately gave Information to the Governor General and Council, of 
the Manner in which the Leafes or Contradfs he held under were granted, and complained of 
ill Treatment from Mr. Barwell's extorting Money and Securities from him on account thereof. 

Kaworke's Complaints related to the Sale Farms of Duccaniavagepore and Selinubad. The 
former was contraacd for in the Name of Radachurn Day, in which Contraft Coja Kaworke was 
Security ; the latter by Ham Chundry Dofs, in which Boleram Surma was Security. Duccanfavage- 
pore Farm was put into the Pofleffion of Kaworke from the Commencement of the Centradf, and 
Selimabad was delivered to him about a Year afterwards. Is now appears^ that thefe Perfons were 
only the oftenfible ContraSors^ and that in *trutb their Names were made ufe of for the Benefit of and 
fubjeS to private Agreements with the Committee of Circuity and the Chief or Colledlor of Dacca, 
who were the real Contradlors. By the public ContraA of Duccanfavagepore Farm, the Con¬ 
tractor was to deliver to the Company 50,000 Maunds of Salt, at 80 Rupees per 100 Maunds, and 
for all the Surplus Salt delivered, the Company was to pay 25 Rupees more per 100 Maunds} 
but, by a private Agreement, he was to deliver 50,000 Maunds for the Ufe of the Committee of 
Circuit, for 60 Rupees per 100 Maunds, and 10,000 Maunds more at 85 Rupees per too Maunds, 
and to Mr. Grueber 10,000 Maunds more, at 60 Rupees per too Maunds. 

It appears by a Letter from Mr. Grueber, that in purfuance of this Agreement the Committee of 
Circuit were paid 12,000 Rupees, being the Difference of Price of 60,000 Maunds of Salt above- 
mentioned between what was aCfually paid to Kaworke and the Price paid by the Company *, and 
it appears by the fame Letter, that 10,000 Maunds of Salt were delivered to Mr. Grueber at 
60 Rupees per 100 Maunds \ of which Quantity, Mr. William Hollond, Mr. J. G. Halliburton, 
Mr. Robert Crauford, Mr. Thomas Legh, Mr. Matthew Day, and Mr. Francis Law, acknowledge 
that they had a Share with him. 

It does not exprefsly appear that the Committee of Circuit made any private Agreement refpeft- 
ing the other Salt Farms *, viz. Selimabad, Sundeep, and Buleah i but as they were all granted to 
the Natives for the Ufe of the Englifh Gentlemen in the Company’s Service, it is natural to pre¬ 
fume that the Committee of Circuit reaped the like proportionable Advantages from thefe Con¬ 
tracts as they did from the Duccanfavagepore Contract. 

As to Sundeep, it appears that Joynarain Goffaul, the oftenfible Contractor, accounted with Mr. 
Grueber for Profits the Firft Year, but in what Mode, or to what Amount, is not ftated. ' As to 
the Farm of Selimabad, it is not ftated, whether Mr. Grueber received any Advantage from ir, 
but there is no Doubt that he did, becaufe Mr. Barwell, who fueceeded him in the Chieffhip^ certainly did, 
who claims only what his Predecejor had as an Emolument of Office. 

Mr. Harwell fucceeded Mr. Grueber as Chief of Dacca; and although he difapproved of the Mode 
in which Mr. Grueber had availed himfelf of the Profit of thefe Contracts, he adopted the Principle, 
and confidered them as coming to him, as Mr. Gruebei^s Succeffor, as an Emolument of Office. In.- 
Itead of receiving Salt, or having Profits accounted for, he infifted to have his Profits realized by a 
certain Payment; and accordingly Obtained Payments and Securities from Kaworkc for Duccanfa- 
vagepore and Selimabad Farms, to the Amount of 125,500 Rupees j he alfo obtained from 
Goffaul for Sundeep Farm, a Payir^nt of 32,000, and a Security for €0,000 Rupees. 

It is reprefented (and 1 underftand the FaCt is fo) that Mr. Barwell rendered very imminent Ser¬ 
vices to the Company in his Management of their Bufinefs as Chief of Dacca; and he fays, that his 
Salary and ftated Advantages were not equivalent to his Expences, and therefore he confidered the 
Salt Farms as an Emolument of Office; but however meritorious Mr. Barwell’s Conduct may have 
been, and however fmall his Salary ahd ftated Allowances, if he thought fit to take the Chiefftiip 
upon thofe Terms, he muft abide by them, and could not carve for himfelf: If the Prefident and 
Council had rUcant to give thele Advantages to the Chief, they furely would have faid fo, and the 
Contracts would not have been advrrtiied to be difpofed of to the bed Bidder. 

After the tlabeas Corpus iffued, Kaworke (contrary to his own Afts) infifted, before the Governor 
General and Council, that the Leales of Duccdbfavageporc and Selimabad belonged to him, indepeo* 
dent of Mr, Barwell; and upon examining into it, although Mr. Barwell had previoufty brought a 
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Suit to try the Right, tjiey put Kaworke into PofltflE'un, under an Idea that he was entitled to the 
l.calt, and thit'^r. Barwell had upt made out any Tjilt thereto. 

It' the Governor General and .C®uncjl are right in their Peiermination upon this Point, it may be 
argued, that Mr* Barwell mud; refund to him all that he has received, as 1o much extorted by him ■, 
and in that Cafe the Company may be deprived of all the Advantages made by the diflerent Parties, 
by thecolluGve Contradis.above dated ; but I trud, that no Court of Julbcc will give fiich a Judg¬ 
ment j in this Cafe Kaworke was a Patty to the taking the Leafes or Contrads upon Terms unfair 
and injurious to th6 Goippany, and therefore he can no more avail himfelf ot them than the ocher 
Parties can.' ' 

As to Buleah or Belluah:Salt Farm; it appears to have been taken in the Name of Ramchurn 
Mudjee, and Obeychurn Mdrc, for the Account of Mr. Barton and Mr. Shccles, who enjoyed the 
Profits for the Fird^Ycar, fb.ut in what Way is not dated) •, and m ihcCourfc of the Second Year fold 
the Farm to the Perfons whofe Names were made ufe of as the odcnfible Cootraftors, 

Mr. Sheeles is dnee dead, and his Keprefenmives have exhibited a Complaint againd Mr. Barton, 
for not accounting with them for the Profits of this Salt Woik. 

Upon the above Faifts, I think there can be no Doubt that all the Salt Leafes or Contrafts were 
granted in a Manner, and upon Terms, that a Court of Equ ty will deem fraudulent to tlie Com¬ 
pany. The Company's Servants adting for the Company, cannot make a Bargain with themfclves i 
if they had openly faid. We will rake thefe Contradfs, it would have required the Confent of the 
Company, or of the Preddentand Council, to make it a binding Bargain, and the fetcing up Third 
Perfons to do the fame Thing fccretly, (which if done openly would have been void) cannot mtnd, 
but will aggravate the Cafe. It probably was underdood by the J’cople of cite Country, that the 
Servants of the Company, who were to grant the Leafes,-would be Bklders for them thcmfclvcs ; and 
if fo, it is not to be wondered at that there were no other Bidders befides the Perlons employed by 
them. The Terms upon which Three of the Leafes or Contrads were made, were manifeilly injurious 
to rhe Company j for the Prices to be paid by the Company for the Salt, were greater than the Dacca 
Merchants had before offered to contrad for. The other Contrad (Buliah) no Doubt was a very ad¬ 
vantageous one. It may fairly be prefumed, that thofe who adually worked the Salt Farms tor or 
under the Company’s Servants, would have given the fame Advantages to the Company as to 
them ', and it is not unlikely, that if the' F*arms had been fairly put up to a public Bidding, there 
might have been a Competition, amongfl the Bidders, and better I'erms offered to the Company 
than even thofe upon which the Company’s Servants permitted the Salt Workers to hold the Lands. 
Mr. Barwell coming into the Place of Mr. Grueber m the Manner Rated, could not acquire a bet¬ 
ter Right to the Leafes than Mr. Grueber had; it muft appear to him (even if the whole Fads were 
not fully difclofed) that the Bargain was an unfair and colludve one, and that he luad no Right to 
reap fo great an Advantage at tl^c Company’s Expcncc, without the Privity and Allowance of the 
Company. 

The Cafe of the Buliah Contrad does not, at prefent, feem to be quite fo unfavourable a ore to 
the real Contradors, as the others; becaufc it does not appear that they were concerned or intc- 
refted in letting the Farms: But the fetting up Natives to offer Propofals for the Work, and keep¬ 
ing their own Names concealed, is a very ftrong CircumRance of Unfairnefs; and wiicn the Cafe 
comes to be enquired into, I have no Doubt that many other Rrong Fads will come out t and if it 
fhould appear that the Committee of Circuit referved a Payment to themfclves, that CircumRance 
alone will be decifive Evidence of the Colludon of the Bargain. 

The proper Method for the Company to purfue, will be to file a Bill in Equity againR the Com¬ 
mittee of Circuit, Mr. Grueber, Mr. Barwell, Mr. Barton, and Mr. Shcelcs’s Reprefentaiiycs, for a 
Difeovery of the whole Tranfadions refpeding the granting the Leafes of the Salt Works in Dacca 
Diftrid, and of all Money, and other Profits and Advantages, received by them thereby, and of the 
fevcral Perfons who received Shares of fuch Advanuges j and if other Perfons, befides thefe mentioned, 
fliall appear to have been concerned, the Bill muft be amended to make them Parties •, and Ihould 
pray an Account, and Payment to the Company of all Advantages made by the fevcral Panics from 
the Contrads. lo thofe Cafes where Salt; was received by any of the Company’s Servants from the 
Salt Workers, and was fold to Third Perfons without being delivered to the Company at the Contrad 
Price, the whole Profit made by fuch Safe of Salt muft be accounted for, and paid to the Com- 

feveral Perfons againft whom the Bill is to be brought are in Bengal, the Suit muft be in the 
Supreme Court there; but if they are in England, or (hall come Home before it is commenced, it 
may be brought in the Court of Chancery in England. 

The Salt Works in Burdwan Diftrid. 

The Charge is againft N 

Mr. Bathoe, 

Mr. Geo. Vanfittarc, 

Mr. Higginfon, 

Mr. Lewis, 

Mr. Fleetwood, 

[k] 
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It feenM^^that m the Bengal Year 1179 (A. D. 177a) the Zemindar of Burilwan entered inta 
Contrad to fupply 185.000 Maunds of Sait to the Company from his Zemindary, at 64 Rupees 
Nine Annas per 100 Maunds. Under Mr. Bathoe's Influence, the Prefident and Council were pre¬ 
vailed upon to confent to ditcharge ihe 2^mindar from that ContraA, he fupplying 100,000 Maunds 
tlut Year. Mr. Bathoe alfo obtained a new Contract for the Zemindar for the Four following 
Years, for the Delivery of 150,000 Maunds of Sak each Year^ at 75 Rupees per 100 Maunds, 
which is Ten Rupees 7 Annas more than the Price of the former Contra^. 

It docs not appear whether Mr. Bathoe, or any Body elfc, had any Payment or Prefent for the firft 
Contradt *, but it is admitted that 28,000 Rupees were paid for the fecond ContradI, viz. 14,000 Ru¬ 
pees in each of the Two firft Years thereof. The firft Year*^s Payment was appropriated to Mr. 
Bathoe’s Ufe; but the other 14,000 Rupees was divided between Mr. Vanfittart, as Chief of Burd- 
wan, and Mr. Batlwc, Mr. Higginlon, Mr. Lewis, and Mr. Fleetwood, as his Council, in certain 
Pi opoi lions, according to their different Ranks; 

Mr. Bathoe admits the FaA. He'fays, th^ Zemindar exprefled a grateful Senle of the Service, and 
offered to rdinquiffi the Benefit of the Cohtraft for the Two firft Years j which he (Mr. Bathoe) 
refufed ; but at length took the Agreement for 2.8,000 Rupees, confidcring the Emolument as ap¬ 
pertaining to his Station. 

This Cafe is full as (trong as thofi: of the Dacca Saltworks; and there can be no Doubt each of 
the Parties are liable to account with and pay to the Company all they have received from the 
Zemindar. The encreafed Price ftipulated to be paid by the Company on the fecond Contraft, 
was probably for the Purpofe of enabling the Zemindar to make a larger Payment to Mr. Bathoe 
and his Friends, than they otherwife could have had. The Company’s Remedy muft be the fame 
as in the Cafe of the Dacca Salt Works, by a Bill in Equity in the Supreme Court at Bengal, or in 
the Court of Chancery in England, againft all the Parties concerned in this Bufinefs; and it will be 
proper in that Bill to enquire whether the 28,000 Rupees was the whole Advantage reaped by any of 
the Company’s Servants under thofe Two Contradls % and if any other Perfoas (hall be found to be 
concerned befides thofe mentioned, the Bill ffaould be amended and new Parties added. 

As to Sylhet Farm : 

This is a Farm of Lands, and was let under the Regulations cftablilhcd in May 1772, which were 
ordered to be (and I prefume were) publifhed in all the Provinces i there cannot be a Doubt that all 
the Company’s Servants were informed thereof, and bound thereby. 

The loth Article in thefc Regulations reftrains the* Farmer from receiving larger Rents from the 
Ryots, than the ftipulated Amount of the Pottah^ and if he does, he is to pay back what he ha» 
fo taken, befides a Penalty equal to the Amount, to the Sircar. 

By the 1 ith Article, no European whatever, either in his own Name or in the Name of another, 
is allowed to hold a Farm. 

By the 17th Article, no Banian or other Seivant of the Colleffcor, or Relation or Dependant of 
fuch Servant, is allowed to farm Lands, or indirectly hold a Concern in any Farm *, and if it Ihould 
be difeovered that any one under a falfe Name, or any Kind of Collufion, had found Means to 
evade that Order, he Ihould be fulneCt to an heavy Fine •, and if the CoHeCtor Ihould connive at 
fuch Breach, he ihould ftand ipfo fafto difmilTed from his Colleftorlhip: Neither Ihould any.Euro* 
pcan, dircftly or indireftly, be permitted to rent Lands in any Part of the Country. 

In May 1772, Complaints being made of the Mifmanagement of Sylhet Province by the then 
Collcdtor, the Prefident and Council of Bengal ordered Mr. William Makepeace Thackery to pro¬ 
ceed to Sylhet, as Aumeen (or Agent) to make Enquiry into the Abufes and Mifeondodt, to lay a 
true State of the Province before the Committee of CircuUr. 

He accordingly proceeded to Sylhet j and having marie his Enquiries^ returned to Dacca in Sep¬ 
tember 1772, and made his Report to the Committee of Circuit, then ikring there. 

Upon this Report the Committee of Circuit on loth Odlober 1773 determined to recommend 
Mr. Thackeray as a proper Perfon to be appointed Colledtor of SyHiet, and, not doubting their 
Recommendation being approved, they ordered him immediatoly to proceed 00 Sylhet in thac 
Station, 

A few Days afterwards, and before Mr. Thackeray left Dacca, he wrote to the Cotntnitcec of 
Circuit, telling them, ** That he eftcemed it his Duty to acquaint them, that Dilferam, &c. Inhabi-- 
** tanrs of Sylhet, had, in confequenee of his AppoiiRmertr,. prefented Propofiris to him for farming 
“ the Diftrift upon Terms mentiot^ in his Lcuo'.” The Rent ofiFbred was mere thnn the Rent of 
the former Year. I 

The Committee agreed to the Propofai, and Mr. Thackeray was authorized to grant the Leafe s 
and thereupon he proceeded on his Station. 

This Matter refted till February 1775* when the Zemindars and Other InhabkanCs of (he Province 
prefented Petitions to the Governor General and Council, complaining of very grb 6 Milbehaviour 
in Mr. Thackeray’s Banian, in extorting a greater Revenue from them than was^ ftipulated by their 
Pottahs 1 in exafting thofe Payments with fuch Cruelty, as to difablc them from paying the Go¬ 
vernment Revenue; enforcing Sales of Salt half mixed with Sand, and daraagedi Tobacco, at extra¬ 
vagant Kates; and in exercifing great Severity in recovering Debts, of which One particular inftance 
was mentioned, trf a Man’s dying in confequcnce of fcvcrc Punifhment for Recovery of a Debt for 
Salt mixed with Sand, and in reftraining the Duan in the Duties of his Office. 

Mr. Palmer was ordered to proceed to Sylhet to enquire, into thefc Complaints. 


On 
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Otr his firft Arrival he founds frbm the Committee df Ctrciiit’s Su'nnud-, that the Country was let 
to Jefleram (the fame Perlbn, 1 fappoie, who is called Dyfleram) who he found was a Counterfeit, and 
one Samfing profeiTed himfelf the Principal, who faid he would anfwer for that Part of the Repre* 
feniation relative to the CoIle£tion«. Afterwards, on Mr. Palmer's infifting to know who was the real 
Farmer, he would not explain himfelf otherwife than by faying, Mr. Thackeray knew, and that 
the Sunnud was granted to him (Samfing) by that Gentleman,, wkh Direftions to a^*, fince which he 
had tranfafted the Bufincfs. Mr. Palmer further found, that the Banian held from Samfing 13 Per- 
gunnahs. 

In May i77tt Mr. Thackeray being at Dacca, acknowledged to the Chief and Council that he 
had an IntereR in the Sylhet Farm, although he could not then ftate the Advantages, as the Ac^ 
counts were not clofed. 

I5ih July 1775, in ai Letter to the Governor General and Council, Mr. Thackeray acknowledged 
his delivering in Propofals for the Farm, in the Name of Black Men : He hoped it would appear 
an indifpenfablc NecefHty, and the only Means of fupporting the extraordinary Expences of his 
Station, which his Allowances were not equal to. He denied the having countenanced, or even 
been privy to the Mifbehaviour of his Banian. 

Mr. Palmer reported, that the Complaints againft the Banian, and other Agents of the Farmers, 
were in Subftance true i but it does not appear that Mr. Thackeray was perlonalty ailing in fucb 
Mifcondudls. Sununderam and others are reported to have been Inftigators of thefe Complaints, 
and that they had ufed unwarrantable Means to obtain them •, and ibme of the Complaints are re« 
ported to be trivial, or not well founded. 

The Governor General and Council, on confidering the whole Matter, have difpofTefied Mr. 
Thackeray of the Farm, and removed him from his Seat in the Dacca Council. 

There is no Doubt that Mr. Thackeray’s caking the Farm in the Manner above dated, was a 
grofs Breach of the public Regulations. The Committee of Circuit were at lead very inattentive 
in granting the Leafe upon Mr. Thackeray’s Propofal, without any Inquiry. As they took Money 
for the Duccanfavagepore Salt Farm Leafe, it may, on Inquiry, be found, that they received Money 
for this dAicious Leafe; and Inquiry fhould be made about it. In refpedt to Mr. Thackeray, he is 
anfwerable to the Company for all the Profit he made of this Leafe, and a Bill fhould be filed againfi: 
him for Recovery thereof. 

I apprehend that Mr. Thackeray will not be anfwerable for the Opprefiions and Mifbehaviour of 
his Banian and Agents, unlefs the unwarrantable Proceedings were under his Authority, or with his 
Privity or Permiffion. His being concerned in this Leafe has been productive of all the Mifehiefs, 
which the public Regulations abovementioned were intended to guard againfi. Great Opprefiions and 
Extortions were committed on the Inhabitants, and no difinterefted Perfon to apply to for Redrefs. 
The Inhabitants who have hetn really injured fhould be countenanced by the Company in their Pro¬ 
ceedings for Redrefs againfi their OpprefTors, not only for the Sake of Jufiice, but to remove from 
the Minds of the Natives any Sufpicion of the Company’s giving Countenance to fuch Proceedings. 

As to the Land Farms of Apole, Panjera, and Bowanny Gunge: 

This Charge is againfi Mr. James Chriftie, who was employed by the Company to provide fun- 
dry Articles of Naval Stores j and for that Purpofe was fent to the Northern Frontier of Diinagc- 
pore. 

Whilfi he was there, he procured Leafes from the Company, in the Name of his Banian, of the 
Farms of Apole and Panjera, which he let out again to under Tenants at a confiderable Advance ^ 
however there is great Reafon to fuppofe, that he afterwards levied larger Sums from them than his 
Agreements. He confined great Numbers of Perfons in Cufiody, without Authority from any Court 
of Jufiice; and in general conduced himfelf in fuch Manner as to occafion very great Diforder in 
the Country ; to avoid his Opprefiions many Perfons left it. 

After taking thefe Farms, he applied to the Prefident and Council for a Grant of Wafte Land, to 
make a Sugar Plantation; which was allowed to him, on Condition of making Satisfadlion to thofe 
Ryotts or Perfons who were the rightful Owners of fuch Land, alfo giving Security for the Per¬ 
formance of certain Conditions, He accordingly obtained Pofleflion of 10,000 Begas of Land. But 
the rightful Owner of it does not appear to be fatisfied; and Mr. Chrifiie certainly did not enter into 
any Contrad with the Company refpe£ling fuch Land, or comply with any of the Conditions re¬ 
quired. 

The Governor General and Council have refotved to take the Farms from Mr. Chrifiie, and were 
preparing, when the lafi Advices^came away, to bring a Suit againfi him, to recover the Money due 
to the Company, the Rent referved payable to the Company being in Arrear. 

In the Clofe of thefe Proceedings it appears that Mr. Chrifiie was alfo the real Farmer of the 
Farm of Bowanny Gunge; but no Particulars are dated about it. As this Difcovcry was made but 
juft before the lafi Advices came away, I prefume the Circumfiances of this Farm were not then 
known. 

If the Governor General and Council hive proceeded againfi Mr. Chrifiie only for what remains 
due from him of the Rent referved payaUe t® the Company, and fuch Suit (hall have proceeded fo 
far, when the Diredlors Orders upon this Subjed ihall arrive at Bengal, that it cannot then be 
amended, the Company muft abide by if; but I apprehend that! Mr. Chrifiie could not take any i.eafe 
from the Company on his own Account, and that the Court will confider him as a Trufice for the 

Company, 
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Company, in refpeft toevity Advantage made by him on fuch Leafc. If he let the Lands oar at 
an advanced Rent, he mull pay fuch advanced Rent to the Company, befides the original Rent re- 
ferved payable by the Leafe from tlie Company. If he took Lands into his own Hands, remov¬ 
ing the Occupiers from them becaufe they would not pay as much Rent as he demanded, 1 think he 
may reafonably be charged with Rent for thofe Lands, at the fame Rate that he bimfelf demanded. 
The proper Method of proceeding will be by a Bill in Equity in the Supreme Court at Calcutta.' 

In refpeft to the Money levied by Mr. Chriftie from his under Tenants, beyond the Stipulations in 
their Pottahs, the Proceedings lor the Recovery thereof mull be taken by the Perfons who have 
been fo oppreiTed •, and thole who have been falfely imprifoned will have their perlbnal Remedy 
by A6lion •, but thefe Things cannot be fued for by the Company. 

If in the Courfe of the Inquiry into thefe Matters Mr. Chriftie ihall be found to be guilty of any 
public Offence, which may be profecuted in the Supreme Court, under the laft Aft of Parlia¬ 
ment, I think the Governor General and Council will do right to order fuch a Profccution, by way 
of making an Example, which may have thp good Effect of preventing the like Abufes in future. 

Munny Begum’s Affair. 

The Perfons charged with’receiving PrefCnts or Gratuities from Munny Begum, or the Infant Na¬ 
bob’s Treafury, or for Promotions in his Houlchold, arc 
Mr. Haftings, and 
Mr. Middleton. 

The Charge againft Mr. Haftings is of a Prefent on Behalf of R.ijah Goordafs as well as Munny 
Begum •, but they are'fo conne^fed they cannot with Propriety be feparated. 

Thefe Accufations were firft introduced by NunJeomar, and in the Courfe of the Enquiry to 
eftablifh them, the Charge came out againft Mr. Middleton: As the Charges againft Mr. Haftings 
and Mr. Middleton arc attended with different Circumftances, they muft be ftated feparately. 


Nundcomar’s Charge on Mr. Haftings is, aad September 1772, given by 
Nundcomar to Mr. Haftings at Calcutta, for procuring Rajah GoorUaiVs 
Appointment to the Nabobftiip, and caufing Munny Begum to be made Superior 
of the Family, by means of jaggernaut and Paul Kifhcn, Confummahs of 
the Governor, together with Chiffen NauC, Nur Sing, and Sedanaud, 3 Bags of 
Gold Mohurs 4,412, at 17 Arcot Rupees per Mohur — — 

25th D", given more at Calcutta, by means of Jaggernaut and Paul Kiflien, to- 
gether with Sadenund and Nur Sing, One Bag ol Gold Mohurs — 

6th Odlobcr 1772, fcnc to D” for Batta on the above-mentioned Sums, which 
having been paid as Arcot, Mr. Haftings required Ihouid be made up Sunnauts, 
by means of Jaggernaut and Paul Kifhcn, together with Nur Sing — 

9th D", fent Mr. Haftings at Calcutta, by means of Jaggernaut and P.au] Kilhen, 
together with Sheeveram — —. — — — 

Auguft 1772, given to Mr. Haftings at M(i 9 rfl>td$had hy Munny Begum, upon 
the Occafion of conftituting her the Superior of the Family, and taking away 
the Superiority from Babboo Begum, Mother of the Nabob Mebawruck ul 
Dowlah, who before enjoyed that Rank — — — 

The Governor, Mr. Haftings, in November 1772 went from Calcutta to Moor- 
flicdabad—he remained about Three Months at Coffimbuzar, and fometimes 
went into the Nabob’s Palace—After Mr. Haftings returned from Moorfhe- 
dabad to Calcutta, Munny Begum faid to Rajah Goordafs, Write Word to 
Marajah Nundcomar, that it is proper and requifite to give One Lack and 
50,000 Rupees to the Governor; and beg of Marajah to alk the Governor, 
whether it fhall be fent in ready Money or by a Bill of Exchange. 1 accord¬ 
ingly afked Mr. Haftings; who anfwercd, ** 1 have Conneflions in Tratle in that 
“ Part of the Country, let this Money be paid to Nur Sing, Cantoo’s Brother, 
“ who is at CofTimbuzar.” In confequence of which, 1 wrote to Rajah Goor- 
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75,004- 

24,998 8 — 

3,102 — — 
J,000 — — 

100,000 — — 


das and Munny Begum, that they Ihould deliver the Money to Nur Sing, 

Cantoo’s Brother. Munny Begum, with Cantoo’s Knowledge^ in November 
1772, paid this Money to the Gv/ternor, Mr. Haftings, by the Means of Nur 
Sing aforefaid, from under the Care of Chytun Ahun, Cafli-kefcper to the 
Bchcilah, Sonat — —j — ^ 150,000 , 


Total of Nundcomar’s Charge 


The Court have already bad the Opinion of Counfel refpefting the laft Article of the above 
Charge of 150,000 Rupees, wherefore my Attention will be confined to the former Articles. 

The Matter refted for fome Time on the mere Allegation of Nundcomar; but on his being 
called upon a Second Time, he produced a Paper, which he alledged to be a Letter received by 
him in 1773 from Munny Begum; the Date of the Letter I have not been able to learn. This 
5 Letter 
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referred to^ for a clear Idea, of its Contents. It imports to relate^ that the Begum had lent a 
fropofal to the Governor (then at ColDcnbuzar} of. a Lack ,of Rupefes, in Gratitude for Favours 
conferred on her, and that he declined it, but when pmOed, hft faid Very welH if you do think 
** proper to i^ve a Prefent, give Two Lacks, as Maha* Rajah engaged, otherwife do as yon pkafe/' 
The'Leuer-then fays, (he gueifed this Two Lacks was a Part of the Three Lacks, .about which (he 
wrote to him (Nundcomar) before; and flic guefied, that if ihe faid any Thing about it, all that 
his Kindnefs had done would lofe its ElTeft i and that (he therefore fent Word to.the Governor, that 
Ihe had deiired Maha Rajah to do what was neceifary, and that he had wrote her an Anfwer, but 
had not mentioned any precife Sum; and that (he thought it probable, in Conformity to what (he 
had wrote Maha Rajkb, he had engaged for this Sum, and that (he coafidered herlelf bound to 
difebarge what he had engaged for; and that (he therefore defired the Governor would accept One 
Lack of Rupees, and told him, (he would draw upon Nundcomar for the other Lack, payable in 
Calcutta I in which the Governor concurred. The Letter then requefts of Nundcomar the Loan of 
a Lack of Rupees, and that he will pay it to the Governor; and the Letter then faya, (he (the 
Begum) was then raifing One Labk of Rupees, which (he Ihould then prefitnt to the Go* 
vernor. 

The above Letter was delivered back to Nundcomar. Afterwards, it being Tuppofed that Mnnny 
Begum had very much mifmanaged the Nabob’s A(fair§, the Majority of the Council lent a Petfon 
to enquire into'l'uch Mifmanagcment. A very printipSl Olyeft of his Commiflion feems to have been 
to cftablilh Nundcomar*s Accufation againft Mr. Hsftings. The Proof obtained in this Exami¬ 
nation is to the following Effefb: . . . • 

Rajah Goordafs, on Examination, faid. That when the Oowehior cime to .Cottlmbuzar, he received 
One Lack of Rupees in Specie from Munny Begum, exclufive of the Lack and an Half he before 
wrote about; and that by a Purwannah to Rajah Nundcomar, ihe ordered him to pay a further 
Sum of a Lack at Calcutta; and that Chyton Durr, the Begum’s Treafurcr, was privy to this 
Affair. Goordafs afterwards faid, That befidcs the Lack and an Half of Rupees, on account of 
Entertainment, Mr. Halvings received Two other Lacks, as follows; viz. One Lack at Calcutta 
by Nundcomar, the other Lack at Cofllmbuzar: That the Lack of Rupees received from Nund¬ 
comar, was taken up at Intereff from the Bankers; and in Part Payment of that Debr, he (Goor¬ 
dafs) received Two Bills from Yatebar Aly Cawn, one for 35,000, the other for 15,000 Rupees; 
and Yatebar Aly Cawn alfo gave an Order for the other 50,000 Rupees, but that was never 
paid. 

On Examination of Yatebar Aly Cawn about the Two Lacks of Rupees; he anfwered, I know 
nothing of the Matter, nor docs the Begum, nor did (he caufe it to be given through any other 
Perlbn, 

On Chiton Dur being examined about the Two Lacks; he anfwered, 1 know nothing of the 
Matter. On Goordafs being further afkcd. In what Manner the Lack of Rupees which the &)veroor 
received at ColHmbuzar was given ? he anfwered. The Begum gave it out of her own Treafury at 
the Time the Governor was at ColTimbuzar; but I don’t know who was the Perfon employed in the 
Tranfaftion. On being alked, How he became acquainted with the Circumftance of the Begum’s 
giving this Lack ? he anfwered. From the Contents of the Letter wrote by the Begum to Maha 
Kajah. But on a further C^cllion, he admitted he did not fee the original Letter, but faw a Copy 
of it. 

Goordafs afterwards delivered his Evidence in Writing to the fame Effefb as before (fated, refpeff- 
ing the Two Lacks of Rupees enquired after, concluding his Narration by faying, that he became 
acquainted with thefe Circumftances from the Munny Begum’s written Order upon the Maha Raja. 

The above is the Subftance of the whole Evidence Rated i^n Record againft Mr. Haftings, re- 
fpe^fins all the Sums, except the Lack and an Half for Entertainment, already confidercd by 
CounfeT. 

Mr. Haftings has wrote a long Letter of Obfervations to the Directors, but has not offered atiy 
Proofs, or entered into a Defence of the Charges made. 

It appears however upon Record, that Nundcomar had long meditated an Accufation againft 
Mr. Haftings, and that he prwared the Heads of Charges to be exhibited; which Paper is entered 
on Record, and none of the (charges now made are taken Notice of in that Paper. Munny Begum 
herfclf wrote a Letter, where, after (peaking of the Lack and fln Half of Rupees to Mr. Middleton, 
and a Lack and an Half to Mr, Haftings for Entertainment, (he fays, Bcfides thelje Sums, Jbav( 
not given, or caufed a Jingle Cowry to he given, to the Coverim General. 

As to M^ Middleton: 

By the Secret Confultation of May 1775, Page azSS, it appears, from the Nabob’s Circar, under 
the Seal of Munny Begum, that 150,000 Rupees were paid Mr. Middleton 00 account of an 
Agreement entered into by Babboo Begum, 

The Begum, in her Letter before mentioned, wrote thus; “ The Sum of One and an Half Lacks 

of Rupees to Mr. Middleton, on account of an Agreement entered into .by' Babboo Begum, was 
•» paid at Three Payments.^' One Lack was delivered into the Hands of Sumboo Baboo by 
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Cheyton Dur, at a certab Time memioned, 25,000 Rupees at another Time, and 35,000 Rupeee 
at another Time. . ^ 

Upon the Whole of this Evidence, I cannot bring mVfelf to think that there is fufficient Ground 
for the Company to commence a Suit againft Mr. Haftings for Recovery of thofe Sums to which 
my Obfervations are conBned t I mean all the *8001$ ftat^ except the Lack and an Half upon 
which the Opinion of Counfel has been taken. The Proof is exceedingly confufed. But when I 
conflder the Eagernefs the Majority of the Council have iheym to eftablilh thofe Charges; the ex> 
traordinary Meafures they purfued for the Purpofe •, the very cafy Mode of proving the Fads if 
true I the very flender Proof (if any) chat is given» the Obfervation arifing upon the Face of the 
Proofs and the flat Contradidion of Munny Begum, thefe various Circumftances, in my Mind, 
annount almoft to an abfolute Convidion that the Story cannot be true. If the F^ had been 
true, the Perfons mentioned by Nundcomar, as thofe through whofe Hands the Four Bril Articles 
were paid, might have been examined, and tiiey mud have proved the Fads; but it does not appear 
that any one of them was called upon, although mod of them were reBdent at Calcutta. I'his 
Proof would have been eafy and certain: Ilf any Thing had been given for procuring the Naiblhip 
for Goordafs, he mud have known it but he ws|a not alked a C^dion upon that Subjed : The 
only WitneiTes that attempt any Proof, are Nundcomar and his Son-in*law Kajah Goordais. As to 
Nundcomar, if his bad Charader was not too well edablifhed not to deferve Credit, the Manner in 
which he tells this Story would dellroy his Credit. In the Outfet he avows making thofe Charges 
againd Mr. Haftings, only becaufe he feared Complaints would be made againd himfelf, and be. 
caufe he was angry at Mr. Hidings (hewing Dirrefped to him and Favour to others. He Hates the 
Money all to have been paid m Augud, September, Odober, and November 1772 , but the Letter 
produced by him in Confirmation of thi»Story, is not pretended to be received till 1775, long after 
the Payments sTre pretended to be made, and yet the Letter imports a Kequed of a Loan, to. make 
a Payment of 100,000 Rupees. If Nundcomar had either paid, or engaged to pay, fuch large Sums 
for Munny Begum, no Doubc, in the Letter he is fuppofed to have written to her, he would have 
informed her of it. I cannot help thinking that this Letter was forged. 

As to Goordafs, he pofitively aflerts the Payment of Two L.acks of Rupees, and refers to Chiton 
Durr and Yatebar Ally Cawn, as Perfons who knew of it as well as himfelf, but both thofe Perfoos 
deny any Knowledge of it: And afterwards Goordafs varied in his Story, and faid, he did not 
know who was the Perfon employed in the Tranfaflion 1 and at lad he admitted, that he knew no¬ 
thing of the Matter, but what appeared in the Copy of a Letter fuppofed to bo wrote by the Begum 
to Nundcomar, the Original of which he had never feen. 

If fuch a Letter as is Bated, or any other Letter, had been wrote by the Begum, it would hxve 
been material to produce them to her, but this was not done: However, (he was examined to the 
Fa£l, and although (he was in the abfolute Power of Mr. Goring, flic pofitively and in clear Terms 
denied having p^d or given any Thing to Mr. Hafiings, except a Lack and an Half for Enter* 
cainment. 

However, if upon the Whole of the Cafe the Court (hall think it fuBiciently fufpicious to warrant 
a Proceeding againd Mr. Hadings, the proper Mode will be by a Suit in Equity in the Supreme 
Court at Bengal, before he comes Home, or in the Court of Chancery, after his Return to England. 

As to Mr. Middleton, there is no Doubt or Contradidlion in the Evidence: A Warrant under Seal 
(hews, that a Lack and an Half of Rupees was paid to him i and the Begum, in clear Terms, dates 
the Times and Mode of Payment. It is not dated, but I prefume it was paid by way of Gratuity 
or Prefent for fome fuppofed Service j if fo, it may be recovered by Suit in the Supreme Court at 
Bengal: But being inrormed that Ke is dead, and that it is doubtful whether he has left ABets 
fuificient to pay his Debts, it mud be left to the Confideration of the Court, whether it is worth 
while to purfue this Bufined againd his Reprefentatives. 

As to the Ranny of Burdwan. 

This Charge is againd a Variety of Perfoos, viz. 

Mr. Alexander, Mr. Hadings, 

Mr. Shott, Mr. Graham, 

Mr. Swain, Mr. Vanfittart, 

Mr. Goliad, Mr. Fleetwood, 

Mr. Coxe, The Honourable Charles^Stewart. 

And the Gentlemen of Council, b'A their Names are not fpecified. Befides thefe leveral Perfons, 
the Names of Mr. Becher, Mr. Lefts, Mr. Macdonald, Colonel Simple, are mentioned i but I have 
omitted them, as the Su. ns appear to be within the Limits of their Covenants, and I prefame the 
Sums charged were for Expences on account of fome ordinary Matters of Compliment. 

Thefe Accufations were brought forth by means of Complaint made by the Ranny of Burdwan 
againd Brige Kilhore, Duan of the l^mindary, charging him with having mifapplied, waded, and 
embezzled her Son’s Subdance, wherefore (he difmiifed hinii from the Service, and required that he 
(hould be compelled to come to an Account fbr all Montes he had received, and bow fuch Money 
bad |;>een applied. 

Turfuant to this Application, fundry Accounta were delivered to the Board, through the Hands of 
Mr. Fowke) fome of which Kilhore admits to be bis Accounts, others he denies. From thefe Ac- 

counts 
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which Articles are of Monies paid to themielve*i ofiic|t.of Mbnies pud to their Banians and Ser> 
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The. TPtal.'AiiM!unt< of ibh^Cbarga are as follows^ ^ 

Mlr.'^kftin^,' tb hitn^, 'his Banian and Mate —^ —> £0,500 

' Mir/Graham, to hiidfelf, his Banian and Ca(h Keeper « •— 320,975 

Mf.'Varifittart — — — — 35.400 

Mr. Fleetwood -ii- — ^ *3,450 

Mr:‘Stuart, and his Banian ' ^ 319,359 

‘ Mf. Alexander,'and bis Banian ^ ^ 46.7*3 

Mn M 4,000 

' Mr. Sw^n ' , — “ — 6,ooO 

Mr. Gbodlad ' — —. — 10,000 

The Cemlelheh of the Cbttncil ^ ^ 150,000 

' • y '■ ,i 

Difpudft 'arbfe in Ae'Cdohdl'TefiJefWrt^fche Authenticity of thefe Accounts, and thereupon Wit- 
neOhs were examined to ph>ve their > Authentieityt and to prove the Truth of fome Part of the 
Contents. < . ' 

' Ihthis Inveftigadon, RoopcNarrtinChoudry, the Ranny's Vackeel, produced Accounts of 15,000 
R'upees given to the'Governot, and 90,000 to Gentlemen of Council, by Four Bills of Exchange j 
which Accounts the'Vackeel fvtears he received from Kifiiore's Writer, named Diaram Burtall, and 
Gbpee.' a, Relation of Diaram’s, as lent by Bridgeo Kilhore. 

Bridrto Ktfliore being examined on Oam, admitted, that he fent thofe Papers to the Ranny, which 
i))ecmed thk Pour BiUs above mentioned, with' this Addition, abac the Bill ftased in the Account 
to be for 15,000 Rupees, was for at,000 Rupees. And being aiked. How the Money was applied ? 
he faid. That it being- Two Years ago he could not well remember, but he believed it was to pay 
off his Debts. Being particularly eiumined refpeAing the Paper, ftating 15,000 Rupees paid to 
the'Gbve^hof^ he faid, he did not fend the Paper'fo the Ranny,' nor did he give any Money to the 
Governor*, but ‘ he admitst he Accounts which Rates 55,000 Rupees as given to the GovernoPi 
Banian and his Mate. 

By an Account, the 15,000 Rupees is alledged to be given to the Governor, to prevent the Ra¬ 
jah’s houftiold Allowance Rom being curtailed, and becauie the Governor had not received any thing 
upon his Succe/Tion to the Zemindary; but Brtjoe Kiihore denies it, although Kilhore’s Writer 
fwears he wrote It by the Order of Kiihore.' On Examination, Kiihore faid, That he was MaRer, 
and diiburfed the Durbar's Expences according to the CuRom of the Country, and that his Pay¬ 
ments would appear in the Accounts, in which he had written all the Names, and that it was not 
cuftomary to ti^e Receipts for Rich Things. On being aiked. What he had done with 5,000 Gold 
Mohurs, and ijcoo Chequins, amounting to 84,500 Sicca Rupees, paid by one of the Dowry Ser¬ 
vants ? he anfwtered. That upon the Death of tl^ Rajah, be came to Calcutta to obtain the ConBr- 
mation of the Zemindary, and as it was the CuRom of the Country to expend large Sums on fuch 
Occadons, he Am expended fuch Pan oi^ that Sum as was neceifary to obtain it, as would appear 
by the Papers he had iign^d} and fays,' it Was given in Prefents to the Gentlemen according to Cuf- 
tom, and that Part went to defray his own Expences and the Wages of his Attendants, and fome 
Part he gave td Mr. Coxe. In Anfwer to the C^cRion, To whom he gave Part of the Money ? 
he Paid, To fmdry Gentlemen, fome fmall,Nuzzars according to CuRom i he did not recoiled^ the 
particular Sum'giv^n to Mr. Coxe, but b^ilievcd it was between zz and 23,000 Rupees} however. 
It would bo kniwn for cenain by the Account, and that he gave it becaufe Mr, Coxe exerted him- 
felf very much. He further faid, that the Ranny ordered him to expend what he thought might be 
neceifary for the Purpofc of getting her Son confirmed. On being aiked, Whether he had any Or- 
der under the Ranny’s Hand or Seal, for giving away the young Rajah’s Money ? he anfwercd, To 
be Pure I muft have had*, it is now Five Years ago. He admitted, that he returned to Burdwan 
from Calcutta in an high Station, given him by the Gentlemen of Council. On being queRioned, 
Whether he gave Mr. Graham 53,200 Rupees from the Confumannee CheR ? he anfwercd. That he 
was not Duan thenj that Rajah Tillook Chund was alive. On being further queRioned, Whether 
he gave that Sum to Mr. Graham at any Time? he anfwercd. That upon Mr. Graham’s Arrival at 
Buidwan, I gave him a Sum of Money by way of Compliment, but did not recoiled the exad 
Sum, and that he paid it by Ordef of Kajah Tiltook Chund. On being aiked, Whether he gave 
Byfack and' Ptedtif, Provincial Catti Keepers, any Order to pay Mr. Graham Money ? he anl'wcred. 
That he did not give the firR any Orders*, that he was a Servant of Mr. Graham’s, but that he 
defiled the latter and Atteram, by Orders of Tillook Chund, to pay Mr. Graham Money, amounting 
either fo 13 or V5,000 Rupees, as a Compliment *, he did not recolleft the particular Sum. On be¬ 
ing afkcd. Whether, fince he had been Duan, he had given Mr. Graham Money through the Hand-; 
of Byfack, Poder, or any other P.erfons? he anfwercd, I never gave him any Money, cither himfelf 
or thrbugn any other Peribn: 1 ' made him and hjs Family fome Prefents of Shauls and Cloaths, to 
about the Value of 4 or 5,000 Rupees. 

Burrah, the ConfumannCt Writer, fwears. That when Brijoo Kiihore went to Calcutta, he or¬ 
dered him toinfcrt 15,000 Rupees in the Calh Accounts, as paid to Mr. Haftings, through Saul 
3 fitrlurry , 
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beharr/i which Kilhore denies i And Fnder, the Provifl«^i^iSafii Keeper, fweir^ That he doer ngf 
know of any Shm having beeii pukioit Mr. Haftbgint AtiDi^t 
The above is the Subftance of the Evidence, which appears upon Record, refpeAing dwie 
Charges of the Ranny of Burdwui. It appears that the Rai^UlKbded to bring a Suit aga^ Mr. 
Grah^, before he left India { but that the could not make i^|i;h a Cafe to the Law Peopl(e with 

Whom (he advifed, aato induce them to countenance the Proce^ifm which certainly furni&es af^rgu- 
ment very favourable to Mr. Graham. The Evidence it exce^g)y.confufed and ineicplicic; but, 
upon the Whole, I am inclined to think, that Money was given to j^meof the Company's Servants, 
as Gratuities or Prefencs on Occafion (tf the young Rajah's bdng appointed to or conijfn^ In 
the Zemindary of his Father i and it is probable that fome Pijd^p^ or C>ratuitim were (pjwn for 
Xi(hore*s being appointed Dewan •, but to whom, or to what Amount,, I cannOt Form a. Judgment. 
From Kilbore's Account, it muft have been about the Year 1770, fyf he fi^s it was 5 Tears before 
the Time of his Examinttion. This Money, however, was but a ftojpll Palt of the Sums charged to 
have been received by the Company's Serv^fs.-wl think it vere ff^babk th^M: many of the other 
Charges are Bftitious and falfe, and given in by Kilhore meitly by way of accounting for his own 
Embezalements \ but if any of them are well founded (which I, tea. not even abft toguefs at) ti^ere 
muft have been fomc fecret Agreement or good Underf^dWR Kif^rc and the Company's 
Servants who were placed in Authority in the Province of fiuidwan, and who, for the fharing a Part 
of the Plunder made by him in this Office, gave their Support and Intereft to be continued 10 it.»- 
As to Mr. Haftings, I think the Evidence is (trongly in jtis Favour t the only Charge agatoft him, is 
by an Article felefted hy an Account faid to be wrote by Kifbore'i Order, which he denies, and not 
only fo, but he denies the Faft of any fuch Moo». being,given \ and the Cajh Keeper (ays,Thu 
he knows of no fuch Money having bwn paid to Mi;. Hnfttngs.—Upon the Whole of this'Ci^, 1 
think, before any legal Proceedings are taxen, it will be proper that the Governor General and 
Council fhould make a more particular Enquiry into each of the Cates, in order to albertain what 
Sums were really paid or given to the Company’s Servants, and pn wha( Account, of oh what Pro* 
cence. If on fuch Enquiry they fhall be ftdiiied, or have very ftrong Ground to belttve, that Nfo* 
nies have been received by the Company's Servants contrary to the Stipulacbns of th^ Covehaots, 
they ought to commence proper Suka on the Equity Side, of the Supreme Court ajt Bengal, th 
have an Account, and Payment to the Company, of all Sums received contrary to the Covenants t and 
as to fuch Perfons as are in England, the like Snit fhould be brought agaioit them In the Couc^ of 
Chancery.^When I fpeak of Money received by the.Company's Servants beyond or contrary tp 
their Covenants, I don’t mean fuch Nuxsars or Piefents as were given within the limited Sum, 
according to the Cuftom of the Country 1 but ail Nuaxara or Prefents, under what Pretence fuev^i^ 
beyond me Aihount of the ftipulated Sumsi and alfo all Monies, even under thpie ftipulatcd.Suini|, 
received by way of Agreement or Bargain, as a Gratuity or Compenfatioo, for appomung Perfons 
to Offices, or bcherwife granting them BeneBta which would not have been dpne independent ^ 
fuch Payments, and which therdore 1 confider as paid for the Purchafe of. fuch Office and BeneSts. 

In refpeft to any Monies obtained by the Company'* Servanta, under any fecret or implied Agree, 
ment, out of the Money whereof Kifhore plundered the, .R^ab (if any fuch. Monies were received) 

1 think the Company ought not to avail tbemlelvei of them.s opt that thefe Supqs fhould .bp reco.. 
vered by the Rajah, as Sums of which he was defrauded by the Connivance between his Servants and 
the Company's Servants. 

John Smith. 

loth December 1776. 

1 have read this Report; and if the F«5U are correftly Rated, I thuik the Methods gropofed for 
the Company to purfue arc very proper. 

C. Sayer» 

i.ith December 177^. 

CASE refpeftini a Lack and Half of Rupees, lUedged to have been received by Mr. HafUopi 
with the Opinions of Mr. Attorney General, Mr. Solicitor General, Mr. Serjeant Adair, Mr, Sayer, 
and Mr. Dunning. 

In the Beginning of the Year 1769 Mr. Haftinn was appdntcd to the Station of one of iht 
Council at the Company's Settlement at Fort St. George on the Coaft of Coromandel, on wjuch 
Appointment he entered into the common Covenants, t$ bt fmM io the Company, in all his 
Dealings for them oron|cheir Account, and alfo the followi^ Covmnts againR receiving Pre. 
fonts. 

By Indenture between Warrro Haftings One Part, and tihe Eaft India Company other. Pari, 
reciting, That the faid Warren Naiftliigs was then employed in.theiaid Company’s Service, os One of 
their Council and Covenanted Servants, at their chief Settlement ^of Fort'Saint George, .Jt is wk- 
flcfTed, and faid Warren Haft'mgs, in vilh a Rt/fktktt ^ « Gtmul Cmi a/ tht Cm^ ai^ 

in Confidtratien of what be was erfiouidh entitled to receive from the Company, in re^ ef bis faid 
ServiUt or in refpeft of ether Station, Capackjr,.^r EmployineniA m which the faid Warren 
Haftings might htretfttr he retailed or employed by the faid Company or their Coon of Direftors, 
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dtd the Company (wtioogft other Thingi) thet be.vmld not^ at anf Tim hereafter^ during 

iris h^ emfttytd in thtCmparr^s Ser^ce^ in akp Ststm Ct^deity wbai/oevtr, cither by himfelt of 
any other Ferfon or-Ferfons whomfocvcr, in Truft for him or for his Ufe, dircdlly or indircdly ac¬ 
cept, take, or receive, or agree to accept, take, or receive, any Cfift, Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Do¬ 
nation, nr Compenfacion^ in Money, Effects, jewels, or otherwife howfoever, from any of the Indian 
Princes, Sovereigns, Subahs, or Nabobs, or any of their Miniftets, Servants, or Agents, exceeding the 
Value of 4.000 Rupees, for any Service or Services performed or to be pertormed by the faid Warren 
HaOings in India,or upon any other Account or Pretence whatl'oever, without the Licence or Confent of 
the Court of Oiredlors for the Time being of the faid Company, fignified under their Mands •, nor any 
fuch Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Donation, or Compenfation, exceeding the Value of i,ooo 
Rupees, and under the Value of 4,000 Rupees, without the Licence or Confent of the Prefident and 
Council for the Time being of the Prehdency or Settlement where the faid Warren Haftings fliould 
be employed ; and that he the faid Warren Haftings fhould account for and pay to the faid Com- 

S ror their foie and proper Ufe and Benefit, ail and every fuch Gifts, Rewards, Gratuities, Al¬ 
ecs, Donations, or Compenfations whaclbever, which, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning 
f, fhould come to the Hands, PoftefBon, or Power of the faid Warren Haftings, or any 
other Ferfon or Perfons in Truft for him or for his Ufe as aforefaid. 

Mr. Haftings was afterwards appointed Second in Council at Bengal, with Orders that he fhould 
fucceed to the Station of Prefidenlt of the Council and Governor there, upon the Removal of Mr. 
Cartier. 

15th April 177a, Mr. Haftings took Pofteftion of the Place or Office of Prefident and Governor 
of Bengal, and continued in that Station till Odober 1774, when he took upon him the Office of 
Governor General, purfuant to Ad of Parliament. 

Mr. Haftings did not enter into any new Covenants or Engagements to the Company on his being 
made Prefident and Governor of Bengal, but he again executed one of the common printed Cove¬ 
nants of Fidelity. 

The Emoluments of the Office of Prefident and Governor of Bengal, fubfifting at the Time Mr. 
Haftings came to that Station, were eftablifhed by the Court of Diredors in the Year 1767, and 
were as follows j viz. 

A Salary of £. 3,000 per Annum. i per Cent Duty on the Mint. 4 per Cent Confulagc on 
Coral. Commiffion of per Cent, was to be allowed to the Company’s Servants at Bengal, to be 
computed on the Net Produce of the Company’s Territorial Revenues, which Commiffion was to be 
divided into 100 Sharc.s, of which the Governor was to have 31 Shares. This large Proportion 
allotted to him, was declared to be in Confideration of his relinquiihing, and not being concerned in, 
any Trade whatever, even in Articles of Import and Export, and all Prefents or other GratiBcations, 
as exprefTed in a Deed fent out by the Diredors 16th March 1768, to be executed by Mr. Verelft 
the then Governor, and by all future Governors, on their entering into their Office. 

N. B. Ic does not appear that Mr. Haftings ever executed the Deed above mentioned. 

** By the Deed above referred to, the Governor was, amongft other Things, to covenant that he 
would nor, upon any Account or Pretence whatfoever, diredly or indiredlly, accept, take, or 
receive, or permit to be taken, accepted, or received by any Ferfon for his Ufe or in Truft for 
*' him, any Jewels, Efteds, Money, or other Reward, Gratuity, Donation, Prefent, or Thing 
** whatfoever, either fpeciBcally given, paid, or depofiteJ, agreed or ftipulatcd for, or fecured by 
** Bond, Bill, Note, Obligation, Promife, or Aflurance of any Kind, or by any other Means or 
** Device whatfoever, of or from any King, Prince, Vizier, Monfubdar, Nabob, Dewan, Fouzdar, 
“ Jemidar, or from any other Perfon, natural born Subjeds of the Eaft Indies, China, Perfia, or 
« Mocha, of what Degree, Nomination, or Quality whatfoever, or from any Agent, Servant, or 
*' Council of any of them, exceeding the Value or Amount fpeciBed in the Covenants with the faid 
** Company} and that no other Emolument or Advantage whatfoever (excepting as therein excepted) * 
** ihould in any wife howfoever, diredly or indiredly, arife or accrue unto him.” 

At the Time Mr. Haftings Brft came to the Government of Bengal, the Provinces of which the 
Company had obtained the Office of Dewan were in very great Diforder. For the Purpole of 
correding Abufes, and making proper Regulations for future Government, ic was feen proper, by 
Mr. Haftings and his Council, to appoint a Committee to vifit the Provinces, and make a perfonal 
Enquiry into their State. Such a Committee was appointed accordingly, and was called a Com¬ 
mittee of Circuit, and Mr. Haftings, as Governor, was one of that Committee. 

Mr. Haftings and his Committee went from Calcutta on this Circuit the Beginning of June 1772, 
and he did not return till about the Middle of September following •, during a great Part of which 
Time he refided at Moorlbedabad, the Capital of the Province of Bengal, fur the Purpofe of regu- 
laring the Nabob’s Houlhold and Offices, and for effirding fuch Kedudion in his Expenccs as 
might bring them within the Sum limited to be paid him for the Revenues of the Country. 

An Enquiry having been made by the prefent Supreme Council of Bengal, refpeding the Condud 
of the McmlKrs of the laft Adminiftration, feveral Charges have been made, ftaiing Monies very 
improperly received by Mr Haftings during the Time of the late Adminiftration i amongft thefe is 

* This Exception refers onW to the Ibted Allowances as Governor, and n Privilege of buying Dnmonds forinveftiog 
his Fortune, to be brought to England, 

Sel, Com. Rep. IX. [ m ] one, 



APPENDIX, N* III. A. 

of his having received 150,000 Rup^s of Munny Begum, the Guardian of the Nabob|) who is 
an Infant. 

This Charge, amongft others, was firft made by Nondcotnari and afterwards, the Supreme Council 
having appointed a Perfon to enquire into the Conduct of Munny Begum, Ihc was removed from 
the Guardianlbip of the Nabobs and the following Evidence was obtained rffpefling the above- 
mentioned 150,000 Rupees. 

In July 1775, Rajah Goordafs (Nundcomar*s Son-in-law) gave Information, that when the Go¬ 
vernor came to Moorfbedabad, he received One Lack of Rupees in Specie from Munny Begum, 
and that Nundcomar was ordered by her to pay him another Lack,exclurively of the Lack and Half 
advifed before as given to the Governor j and that Chiton Dufr, the Begum’s Treafurer, was privy to 
this Affair. 

N.B. The Phrafe of the Afl«r is foppofed to mean the TwO Lacks, and not the Lack and 
Half. , r ^ 

Chyton Durr, on his Examination, denied knowing any Thing of the Matter i and Goordafs 
afterwards varied in his Account of it. 

The Peribn fent to remove Munny Begum, on the Information received from Goordafs, went to 
the Begum to enquire of her about it, and took the Nabob and Rajah Goordafs with him; and on 
mentioning the Matter to the Begum, Mr. Goring fays that the Bew into a violent PaOion, abufed 
Goordafs, beat berfelf, and denied the Whole. 

Chyton Durr, on Examination, faid, That out of the i { Lack of Skea Rupees which had been laid 
to the Charge of Mr. Hallings, as received from the Sircar on account of Entertainments, he (the 
Witnefs) paid One Lack through Nurfing Baboo, and the remaining 50,000 Rupees remained Three 
Months in his Charge. That Yatcbar Ally Cawn then faid to him. You ^re to pay this Sum to Rajah 
Goordafs. That the Witnefs procured Bills of Exchange in favour of Sobarrow Byfack, and delivered 
them to the Rajah, who received them, and fpoke concerning the Charges on the Bill; he alio 
i^oke to the Begum on the fame Subjedf, who replied, Why Ihould I pay the Charges of the 
** Bills ? this Sum was due from me to the Rajah, and I have difeharged it; why Ihould I pay the 
** Brokerage of the Bills ?** 

Amongit the Nabob’s Vouchers there is the following Warrant; Viz, « The Sum of One Lack 
and an Plalf of Rupees, on account of Entertainment for the Governor Amudad Dowlar 
** Mr. Haftings, was, on the iith of Ramzan of the t4th Turm, delivered from the Treafury by 
** Mahomed Killavel, Treafurer of the Nizamut Bahlah, by Chyton Durr, into the Hands of 
** Nurfing Bttboo, Brother to Kiffen Caum, the Governor’s Dewan. Your Highncls’s Orders, to 
** what Account the faid Sum is to be carried, are required.” 

On this Warrant there b an Order, “ Write it off aa Expcnceand it is fealed by the Begum 
and the Nabob. 

RajaK Goordafi, refpefting the Lack and Half of Rupees, fays, ♦* The Particulars of the Lack 
« and Half of Rupees, for Entertainment for the Governor, from his Highnefs, and alfo of the 
** Two Lacks of Rupees which the Begum agreed to give to the Governor on her own Part, are 
as follow:—“ After the Ajmointment of Munny Begum to the Adminiftration of the Affairs of 
the Nizamut Bahlah, &:c. Ihe wrote a Letter under her own Seal to Maha Rajah Nundcomar, 
“ to pay the Sum of One Lack of Rupees, ii> Part of her Agreement of Two Lacks to the Go- 
** vernor. Maha Rajah, in Compliance with (he Begum^s DireAions, took up a Lack of Rupees 
“ on a Loan, bearing Intereft, from the Bankers, and delivered it to the Governor. In confe- 
** quence of an Order from the Begum, 1 received from Chitan Durr 50,000 Rupees in Two Bills, 
One for 35,000, and the other for 15,000 Rupees, in Part Payment of this Sum. Yatebar 
Ally Cawn gave Diredtions to Chitan Durr to pay. me the Remainder of the Principal, amount- 
** ing to 50,000 Rupees, and take back the Ogam’s Voucher. But on account of the Non- 
*< payment of the Brokerage of the Bills, and Intereft to the Bankers, I did not take this Sum. 
“ The Balance is yet due. Chitan Durr, the Treafurer, who informed Mr. Goring that the 50,000 
which he had paid to me, was in Part of the Sum of 1^ Lack of Rupees, which was paid by 
his Highnefs for Entertainment for the Governor, has been guilty of an abfolute Falfity; for the 
** Application concerning the Lack and Half of Rofkes, hgned by the Nabob, and fealed 
** with the Seal of the Begum, and alfo (igned by the Head Scriftadar of the Papers, which had been 
** difeovered amongft the Balah Records, and of which Mr. Goring has ■ Copy, will clearly 
•* prove, that the Sum of i Lack of Rupees, for Entertainment for the Governor, was delivered 
at One Payment to Baboo Nuifing, Brother to Kifhen Kaunt, the Governor’s I^wan, and the 
** remaining Lack of Rupees, ouf of the Two Lacks agreed on, was paid here by the Begum.— 
•* 1 became acquainted with thefc Circumftanccs from the Munny Beam’s written Orders upon 
Maha Rajah.” 

Munny Begum wrote a Letter to Mr. Goring, Rating, that out of i Lack of Rupees for 
Entertainment for the Governor, One Lack was delivered to Nurfing Bab^ on the agd of Ram- 
zaum of tlic 14th Sun.—On the 21ft of Mohunum, the remaining 50,000 Rupees, in Bills drawn 
in Favour of Sebafon Byfaak, on the Hqufe of Ram Sahac and Muctofe Sing, was delivered by 
Chitan Durr to Rajah Goordafs. An Account of both thefe Articles has accordingly been given 
from the Records. Except thefc Sums ((he fays) I have not given, or caufed a fingle Cowry to be 
•* given to the Governor General.” 

Oft bringing forth thefe Charges, Mr. Haftings defired that feveral Queftions might be put to 

' the 
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the Begums and pafeictflaTly, on account of the Lack and Half of Rupees •, he defired hcr fd 
explain, on what Account the fame was given to him f Whether it was in confequence of any Rcqul- 
lition from him ? or gf any previous Agreement f or any eftabliflied Ufage ? 

In Anfwcr to QuefKons propofed to the &gum by Mr. Goring, ihe faid, The Affair of the 
Three Lacks of Rupees dn, accigunt of Entertainment for the Governor and Mr. Mkldlctort, has 
been, I am told, related' to you by Rajah Goordafs j beddes which there are many other Ex- 
pences, which will appear from the Papers.-^-As the Cuftom of Entertainment is of long Handing f 
and accordingly every Governor of Calcutta, who came to Moorfhedabad, received a daily Sunt 
of 20® Rupees for Entertainment, which was in faft inftead of Provifions. 

The foregoing is the whole State of the Evidence refpefting the Lack and Half of Rupees having 
been paid to Mr. Haftings. 

Mr. Hafling% in a Letter to the Directors (which fee herewith Appendix A.) made fevcral 
Obfervacions to invalidate the Teftimony, by giving a particular Account or the Removal of Munny 
Begum •, and fays her Evidence was extorted i He has alfo written to the Diredlors generally, that as 
the Majority of the Supreme Council have determined to take Proceedings at Law againft hinii 
he thinks it imprudent to difclofe his Defence, but does not doubt 6f giving a good Anfwcr to 
every Thing, and that he lhall Ihew himfetf to the Company and the World to have adled with 
Integrity. 

The Company do not find that any Charge has been made upon them for Mr. Haftings’s extra 
Expences at Moorfhedabad} but their Accounts contain Charges for Boat Hire, and other fuch 
Expcnces, to the Amount of about i,ioo, in travelling to and from Moorfhedabad. 

Your Opinion is defired, whether the Company can recover the above-mentioned Lack and an 
Half of Rupees ? and if fo, in what Manner is it proper for the Company to proceed for that 
Porpofe f 

Mr. Attorney General’s Opinion. 

1 have read over the Cafe and the Appendix with a good deal of Attention. But (perhaps for 
Want of fufficient Familiarity with the AfTairs of the Company) it appears to me very (hort, im* 
perfeff, confined, and incapable of a diftinA and fatisfadfory Anfwcr. 

Munny Begum was certainly a Perfon within the Defeription of the Deed of February 1765, from 
whom Mr. Haftings could not receive a Prefent without fubjefting himfelf <0 an Adlion, or Bill in 
Equity, as the Cafe might require. 

But the Cafe feems to aferibe the 150,000 R* in queftion, to Entertainment afforded the Gover> 
nor on his Progrefs, according to fome eftablifked Ufage, nay, it feems to fuppofe that his 
Expences, if they h^ not been thus defrayed according to the Uiage, would have l^en paid by 
the Company, but were not: Now, if the Money was received in purfuance of fuch a Ufage, openly 
pradlifed ever fince the Deeds were fent over, as well as before, fairly fubmitted to the Obfervation 
of the Company, and expeded by them, in Difcharge of that Expence, which they muft otherwife 
have borne, I don't fee with what Propriety they can inftitute any Suit fur it. But in fuch a Calc the 
Fadl could not be doubtful. 

The Evidence, as it is here ftated, is ftill more defedtive: If the Appendix is adopted by the 
Diredtors, and meant to make a Part of the Cafe, it throws Difcredit upon all the Information fo 
colledted. Nundcomar’s Information goes for nothing. If he were otherwife credible, this makes 
but One Article among others, which feem to be dilbeiieved.—Rajah Goordafs is liable to the fame 
Obfervation. He is dilbelicvcd (I colled fo at leaft from the State of the Cafe) in Articles which 
he depofes more circumftantially, and is exprefsly ftated to vary in his Account of this. The 
Begum and Chyten Dur alfo denied at firft, that they knew any Thing of the Matter. No Conclufion 
can be drawn with Certainty from Mr. HaftingS's C^ftions, without hearing more of the Occafion and 
Application of them : It is uncertain, whether he meant to queftion the Truth of the Begum’s Account 
by drawing her into a more particular Explanation; or tojuftify the P'adf, under the Ca/e fuppofed 
before, oAjfage. The Nabob’s Warrant, which feems rather to confirm the Accounts laft given 
by the Begum and Chyten Dur, ftill goes no further than the fame Cafe of Ufage. Mahomed 
.Killftveal, Getab^r A|ly Kawn, Nurfing Baboo, Kiifen Kaunt, and others referred to, have not 
yet been examined, fo far as appears ip Ais State of the Matter. 

Upon the Whole, 1 fee no Evidence fuflicicnt, in my Judgment, to maintain an Adlion. If 
there be probable Grounds of Sufpicion, a Bill may be filed to compel a Dlfcovery, and refund¬ 
ing of any Money improperly received; but upon a Cafe thus ftated, 1 don’t think myieif war¬ 
ranted in advifing the Company to tax a -Servant in fo high a Pelt with fuch fcandalous Delin¬ 
quency, by filing a Bill to that Effedt. 

The many grofs Enormities of this -Kind which have pafled without. Reformation, or even 
Notice, Ihould create, and will juftify, the moft wakeful Jealoufy : But the very Objcdl of that 
Jealouiy will bexlifappointed, if Care be not ufed to felcdt a proper Example: Whether Mr. Haftings 
wiU afford fuch an Example, from this State of the Cafe 1 really can’t judge. 

E. Thurlow. 

. Mr. Solicitor General’s Opinion. 

1 am of Opinion, That the Company is entitled to recover the Lack and Half of Rupees, which 

6 the 
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(he Queftion ruppofes Mr. Haftings to have received of the Begum. The Covenants ex^u^nd itf 
1769 are not diicharged by the Appointment of Mr. Haftiogs to a fuperior Statiort in the Service of^ 
the Company ^ and 1 hold the Kecapt of this Sum to be a Bi*each of tbeie Covenants, not exqu^dby; 
the Suggeftion that tlie Money might have been paid on account of the Entertainment of the 
Governor. I'hc Company may either proceed by A^on upon the Covenant, or by a Bill in Equity, 
waving Penalties •, and the latter Method fccms, from the imperfed and confufcd Account of the 
Evidence of the TranfaAion, to be the mod proper Method of proceeding. 

Al. Wedderburn. 

15th July 1776. , 


Mr. Serjeant Adair's Opinion. 

I have considered this Cafe, and examined aad compared the Evidence dat^, as attentively as the 
Time would permit. , 

On the Brd Part of the Cafe I think, though Mr. Hadings did not execute the new Covenant on 
being appointed Governor of Bengal, he was clearly bound by that which be entered into 10th Feb> 
riiary 1769, fo long as he continued in the Company's Service, under the Appointment of the 
Court of Diredors j and the Company may recover upon that Covenant any Money, or other Gift, 
he received, contrary to the true Intent and Meaning thereof. 

With refped to the Evidence, the Matter is by no Means fo clear. The Charge fccms to be con¬ 
fined to the Lack and Half of Rupees for the Governor's Entertainment at Moorfhedabad t for thtf 
Idea of Two Sums, of a Lack and Half each, having been given, docs not appear to deferve much 
Credit, as it is mentioned only by Goordafs, who is dated to have varied in h» own Account of it $ 
and is befides on that Point pofuivcly contradided by the other WitncITes, the Begum and her Trca- 
furer. 

I think there may be fome Doubt whether, if the Fad refpeding the Sum given for Entertain¬ 
ment was fully edablidied, it would amount to fuch a clear and dired Breach of the Covenant, as 
would entitle the Company to recover. Though it might probably enough come within the Word 
Mewance in the Covenant, yet I think it would be rather a rigid Condrudion, to apply that to the 
Governor's merely living at the Nabob's Expence while reddenc in his Capital, efpccully if the con- 
dant Cudom of India has been fuch. It is alfo material to know whether the Governor, under the 
Circumdances in which he then dood, might have charged his Expences at Moorfhedabad to the 
Company i rn which Cafe the Money he received from the Treafury of the Nabob on that Account, 
mud be confidcred as having already come to their Ufe, at lead as to fq much as might reafonably 
have been charged to them. 

At all Events, 1 cannot think it advifeable for the Company to commence any Suit againd Mr. 
Hadings, upon fuch Evidence as dated in this Cafe i cfpecially under the Circumdances, and in the 
Manner, that it appears to have been obtained. 

1 he Sum however appears a very large, one to be placed to the Account of Entertainment, for the 
Time Mr. Hadings was at Moorfhedabad, and the Matter may therefore deferve a further Inquiry. 
If the Court of Direftors think the Information of Goordafs deferves any Attention, they may file a 
Bill againd Mr. Hadings for a Difeovery, waving all Penalties and Forfeitures. If the Evidence were 
fuihcicnt, and fairly obtained, which it does not appear to be, the Iborted and bed Mode of proceed¬ 
ing would be, by an Adlion upon the Covenant. 

J. Adair. 
Lincoln’s Inn, 

July 15th 177^. 

Mr. Sayer*s Opinion. 


It does not .ippear to me, That there is at prefent fufficient Evidence to fupport an Adlon ae 
common Law againd Mr. Hadings for the Lack and an Half of Rupees, or any other Sum of Money 
he may have received from Munny Begum, which (hall be deemed to have been received for the 
lule Ufe of the Company. ' Mr. Hadings has wrote to the Direflors, that her Evidence was extorted} 
and that the Majority of the Supreme Council have deternpined to proceed at Law againd him'; 
Me .therefore thinks it is impiudcnt to difclofe his Defence} but does not doubt of giving a good 
Anlwer to every thing, and that he fiiall Ihow himfelf to tl^ Company and the Worlato have ^ed 
with Integrity. As I am fatisfied a Difeovery will not be injurjous to his Uefebce or Integrity, it is 
my Advice, that a Bill be filed, ad the Suit of the Company, in the Supreme Court of Calcutta, 
againd Mr. Hadings, which he wiiv be obliged to anfwer. This Circumdance may put an End to 
all the Conted in Bengal, and be of great Ufe to the Cotnpany. • 

C. Sayer. 

15th July 1776, , 

Mr. Dunning’s Opinion. 


If it can be fatisfaAorily proved that Mr* Hadings received the Lack and Half of Rupees in 
quedion as a Gift, Reward, Gratuity, Allowance, Donation, of Compenfation, from the Munny 
^um, there fccms little Re'afort to doubt of her being to be confi^t^ as the Minider or Agent of 

‘her 
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hd“ Sdn the Nabob, and confequcntly the Money may be recovered of him by an Aftion on his 
Bond the lOth February 1769, which by the Terms of it extends to his fubfcqucni (and was not 
confined to his then) Station in the Company’s Service. It appears to me difficult to reconcile the 
Evidence ftated, and impoffible to judge of the Credit due to any Part of it, without tullcr Informa¬ 
tion. particularly as to the Manner in which it is fuggtftcd to have been procured. 

* J. Dunning. 

Lincoln’s Inn, 
i6th July 1776. 
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(APPENDIX A.) Referred to in the Cafe refpeifling a Lack and Half of Rupees, aliedged 
to have been received by Mr. Haftings. 

Extraifl of the Governor General’s Addrefs to the Court of Dircdlors, dated i8th May 1775. 

You will be informed by the General Letter from the Secret Department, of the Decree pafled by 
the Majority on the 9th Inftant, for difmiffing Munny Begum from her Office of Guardian to the 
Nabob, and from the Charge of his Houlhold, and for conferring thofe Trulls on Rajah Goordafs, 
the Sun of Maharaja Nundcomar. 

A Revolution fo fudden, fo extraordinary, and fo important in all its Confequences, required the 
mod wary Circumfpcdlion in thofe who projecled it, and the mod aflured Convidlion, both of its 
Judice and Neceffity, before they earned it into Execution. It will naturally be concluded, that they 
proceeded on fome Proofs or drong Prefumption, that the Begum had diffipated or embezzled the 
Nabob’s Edate, grolsly neglcded his Education, or engaged in Projefts which might injure the 
Peace of the Country, the Company’s Intereds, or their Conneflion with the Nabob: or, at lead, 
that Ihe had been concerned in Difputcs with their Government, or Encroachments on their 
Dewanny Privileges. You will expeft, that in the Proceedings againd the Begum, the drifted Regard 
will have been paid to her Honour, and every fcrupulous Attention obferved, which the Delicacy 
of the Oriental Manners prefenbes, with refpeft to her Sex, and her Rank and Charafter particularly 
demand. And that, in the Choice of her Succeflbr, due Confideration has been paid to the Rcquifitcs 
for fo didinguilhcd a Charge •, that his Rank is fuch as at lead may not wound the Nabob’s Honour, 
or IcHen Ins Credit in the Edimation of the People, by the magiderial Command which the new 
Guaidi.'in mud exercil'e over him, with Abilities and Vigour of Mind equal to the Support of that 
Authority: and the World will expeft, that the Guardian beefpecially qualified, by his own acquired 
Endowments, to difcharge the Duties of that Relation in the Education of his young Pupil, to infpirc 
him with Sentiments fuitable to the Dignity of bis Birth, and to indruft him in the Principles of his 
Religion. 

How far thefe Points have been attended to by the Majority in this Tranfaftion, will bed appear 
from the following authentic Detail of it. 

On the Second Indant, General Clavering reported to the Board, that Mr. James Grant has 
obtained PoffclTion of the Accounts of the Nabob’s Houlhold for Eight Years pad, and had 
brought them to Calcutta, with the Perfon from whom he had received them, for the Purpofe of depo- 
fiting them in the Hands of Government: thinking them of great Importance to the Company’s 
intered. 

Mr. James Grant was called before the Board, with his Informant Noonit Roy, and delivered a 
Parcel of Papers, containing Accounts written in the Perfian Language, which they faid were 
the Accounts of the Nizamut, and would prove that Munny Begum, on her Appointment to the 
Management of the Nabob’s Houlhold, had overcharged Nine Lacks Sixty tlioufand and odd 
Rupees in the Arrears then due to that Office. This is the Sum of the Information giveii by Mr. 
Grant and Noonir Roy, and was not obtained from them without great Difficulty, and many repeated 
Interrogatories. Their Examination merits your Attention. 

On the Fifth, Mr. Grant was again called before the Board, and explained the above Charge in 
the following Words ; “ I venture to fay, that from the Accounts in my Pofleffion, and the other 
“ corroborating Circumftances, the Sum of Nine Lacks and Sixty-feven ihoufand Rupees and odd, 
could be proved to be due from the Houfliold, on account of the Advance of the Twenty 
“ Lacks Twcnty.five thoufand and Fifty-two Rupees, paid for ArrearsThat is, as 1 fuppofe, for I 
do not chink he has yet made his Meaning fufficiendy apparent, of 20,2 <5,057. Rupees, which were paid 
here in account by the Company for the Nabob’s Stipend, the Begum had difburled no moie ih.in 
10,48,000, and had defrauded either the Servants of the Houlhold or the Nabob of the Re¬ 
mainder. 

To prove this, Mr. Grant propofed, that he might have Authority granted him, alTiflul by 
Noonit Roy, to examine all the Accounts and Officers of the Nizamur. 

On the Ninth, Mr. Grant produced an Englilh Abllraft of the lame Account, and cyiirtflld a 
Sf L. Com. Rep. IX. [ n J Doubt, 
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Doubt, whether a further Sum of z,^9,56j. 15. would not appear, on Inveftigation, to have been 
unaccounted for by the Begum. 

On thefe Grounds, the following Motions were immediately made, and carried by the Ma¬ 
jority. 

Motion by General Clavering, 

“ I move. That a Gentleman, of proper Rank in the Service, be appointeil to go to the City, to 
” acquaint the Nabob and the Begum with the Information that has been given to the Board, and 
“ to demand of her an Order to the proper Officers, to deliver over to him the Nizamiu, the 
** Bhala, and the Confumani Accounts, from the Middle of April in the Year 1764, to the Middle 
“ of Auguft 1772 i and, that the Intentions of Government in inveftigating thefe Accounts may be 
** effeftually carried into Execution, that the Begum be divefted of the Office of Guardian to the 
Nabob, that her Influence over the Officers of the Houlhold may not prevent them from giving 
true Evidence, when called upon for any Explanation of the above Accounts j and that he do 
“ alfo demand of her, the Accounts from that Time to the latcft Period of the Year 1181 to 
” which they can be clofcd.” 

Mr. Francis’s Morion, 

I move. That Mr. Goring be appointed to repair to the City, to execute the preceding Rcfoluiion 
of the Board, and to deliver over the Accounts to Mr. Maxwell, Mr. Anderlun, and Mr, Grant •, 
“ that thefe Gentlemen be appointed to examine them, and to report to the Board wliat B.ilance 
“ appears by the Accounts to be due to the Nabob, or lemains un.ucounted for by the Begiihi, 
with fuch other Oblervations as tliey may think material for the Information of the Board 
“ that they be allowed fuch a Number of Mohrirs as they may deem neceflU'y to affill them in 
the Examination of the Accounts, and that Noomt Roy may be appointed Chief of the 
Mohrirs.” 

Mr. Monfon’s Motion. 

“ I move, That the Nabob’s Perfon and Houffiold be delivered to the Care of the prefent Duan 
” Rajah Goordafs, until further Orders.” 

To thefe Rcfolutions I objefled, and protefted againft the Firft and the la(V. 

The next Day Mr, Goring applied to the Board for an Authority to remove Munny Begum from 
the Kcllaorthc Nabob’s Palate, to a Moufe formerly belonging to the Nabob Mcer Jaffier wh eh is 
fituated at a conftderable Diftantc from it in the Cuy j and to kpaiatc from her Countils Inch Pcilons 
as he (hould fintl endeavouring to throw Obttacles in the Way of his Inquirie's, and citlicr to lend 
them to Calcutta, or keep them in Confinement until his Refcarches were compleaied. 

To thclc Propofitions the Board agreed •, I objeded and protefted. 

Thus, on a vague iinfiipportetl Charge, which, even if proved as to the Fad, will rec|uire other 
Proofs to fix uj)on it the Charge of Criminality, Munny Begum, the firft Woman of thefe Pio- 
vinccs, has been difmifled from the Offices which fhc held by a folemn Ad of your Government, 
confirmed by your i'ullcll Approbation, and is now expofed to be ignominioufly excluded from the 
Houfe and the Protedion of her Family, at the Dilcretion of Mr, Goring *, who has never vet 
afforded Proof either of that Judgment or Integrity which would qualify him for fo uncommon a 
Truft ; and the Nabob’s Perfon, Houftiold, and Education, committed to the Charge of Rajah 
Goordafs, who was lately her Servant *, a young Man of mean Abilities, a Geiuoo, and the Sun of 
Maha Rajah Nundcomar. 

Whatever oftcnfiblc Colour may be given to this violent Meafure, it is evidently conneded with 
the Objed which has been invariably purfued by the Majority, of eradicating my Authority •, and 
fo well calculated to fupport the Influence of their Creature, Nundcomar, and deter WitnclTcs 
from appearing againft him, that I make no Scruple to affert my Briu-f, that thefe are the real 
Motives of the Uifgracc of Munny Begum, and the unmerited Elevation of Rajah Goordafs. 

It is unneceffary to offer Proofs at this Time of the determined Dcfign of the Majority to deftroy 
my Authority. Nothing was wanting to compleat it, but to repeal the firft Meafure of my Go¬ 
vernment, which was underftood to have taken place under your exprefs Authority, and was con- 
fpicuous to the View of all the Inhabitants of the Two Provinces. 

For Proofs of the laft Motive affigned for this Tranfadion, 1 appeal to the whole Tenor of the 
public Condud obferved by thefe Gentlemen towards Nundcomar. 

They never afforded him the fibhtcft Countenance till he became my oftcnfiblc Accufer; From 
that Time he has poffeffed every e«ernal Mark of their Favour. 

On the 19th of April, Nundcomar was examined by the Judges of the Supreme Court, on a Charge 
of a Confpiracy againft myfelf and others the principal Members of your prefent and late Admini- 
ftration*, and the Judges declared, thefe was Matter fufficient for a Profccution. On the Day fol¬ 
lowing, the Gentlemen of the Majority honoured Nundcomar with a public Vifit. Their Motive for 
this cannot be mifunderftood, and could be no^othcr than that of fuftaiiiing the Credit of Nundco nar 
againft the Effeds of a Criminal Arraignment, thereby proclaiming the Patronage and Support of 
him, at a Scafon, and on an Occafion, in which, of all others, it will be generally thougljt, that they 
ought to have avoided every Appearance of a Connedion with him. 

On the 6th of this Month, Nundcomar was committed to Gaol, in order to undergo a I'rial at 
g the 
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the next AITizes, for a Charge of Forgery, which was exhibited as>ainft him by Mohun Perfaud, 
a Merchant of tliis Settlement. On the 9tli, the Gentlemen of the Majority paflld the Aft al¬ 
ready mentioned in Favour of his Son i which elevated him to a Rank fcarccly inferior to the So¬ 
vereignty of thefe Frovinres. 

For further Proofs of their Attachment toNundcomar, of the Temper with which they have en¬ 
deavoured to fupport him, and even to contefl; the Powers of Judicature in his Favour, I beg 
Leave t > refer to the Confultaiions of the aoth and 24th April, and the 8th of May, in the Secret 
Department, the Poftfeript to the General Letter.from that Department, and the Indofures to which 
it alludes. 

Kxtraft of Letter from the Governor General to the Court of Direftors; dated 31ft of 
July 1775. 

The Begum, fince her Difgrace, has been added to the Lift of my Accufers j the Manner in which 
this extiaordinary Manoeuvre was effefted, will be too plainly fuggellcd, even by the Fafts which 
appear in the abrupt and myfterious Relation of it by Mr. Goring. 

Mr. Goring was deputed by the Board to divcft the Begum of her Authority, to place it in the 
Hands of the Son of Nundcomar, to receive from the Begum the Accounts of the Nabob’s Ex- 
pences, and to deliver them to the Gentlemen who were at the fame Time appointed to examine and 
report them to the Board. What private Inftruftions he received, I know not j but one of his firft 
Afts of Authority, after having taken Care to imprefs the Begum with a proper Idea of the Ex¬ 
tent of his Power over her own Perfon, by apprizing her of the Order of the Board for her Re¬ 
moval from the Palace to a remote Houfe in the City, and that the Execution of this Order depend¬ 
ed folcly in his Option, was to impiifen Etwy Ally Caim, her chief Eunutb and confidential Servant, 
on the Complaint of one of the Servants of the Houfliold, refpefting a private Grievance, totally 
foreign from the declared Purpofes of Mr. Goring’s Commiflion. By this Species of Torture, in- 
flifted on the Mind of a weak Woman, who had hitherto been acciittomed to the genteeleft Treat¬ 
ment and moft refpeftful Addrefs from all Perfons, of what Rank Ibever, who approached her, fhe 
vaas compelled to deliver a Paper to Mr. Goring, containing an Account of Two Sums charged to have 
been paid to Mr. Middleton and myftlf, each amounting to 1,50,000 Rupees, Edwar Ally was ih 
confequence immediately releafed from Imps'iionmtnt, and the Begum peimttted to ctntinue in Poffejfion 
of her own Apai tments. 

It IS remarkable, that even the obvious Precaution of introducing this ftrange Produftion with 
fome Circumft.incc3 which might mark it as the voluntary Aft of the Begum, was totally difre- 
gardedi and the Begum, a Woman of the firft Rank in the Province, made abrubtly to prefent a 
formal Actufation againft the fiift Member of the piefent, and the two firft Members of the laft 
Admimftiation, with the gloomy Silence of a common mcrccjiary Informer. 

The following Extrafts will Icrvc as a .Specimen of the Oppre/Iion cxercifed on the Begum and 
her Officers •, the Mode chofen by Mr. Goring for eluding the Appeals which fhe might be pro¬ 
voked to make to the Supreme Court of Jufticc % and the Dcrifion with which this infolent young 
Man has dared to treat her Feelings, even in a Letter written by him to the Council. 


Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Goring to the Board, dated the 17th May 1775. 

On the Begum hearing that Part of the Letter read relating to her being removed to Meer 
«* Jaffier’s Houfe, (he exclaimed againft it, and faid, that if fhe was to quit the Kella, Ihe would 
** go to Calcutta. I told her, this was a diferetionary Order, and left to me, if 1 thought it ne- 
** ceflary •, explaining to her that Part of my Inftruftions, and affiiring her flic fliould be uled with 
** the utmoft Refpeft, according to your Orders. I beg to know, however, if you will admit of 
“ her going to Calcutta, fliould I find it ncceflTary to remove her from the Kella, which I fear fliall, 
from the Charafter of the People about her, paiticularly Etwar Ally Cawn and Roy Angs in the 
** Head of Hircarrahs, who have been the chief Managers fince the Begum has had Charge of the 
“ Nabob, and who have accumulated great Wealth, particularly the former, by his Excellency’s 
** Account, who was raifed from a menial Station to the one he now holds. 

“ As the Begum hinted that there were Courts of Juftice at Calcutta, and the aggrieved could there 
** get Redrefs, if you think proper, all Orders confining the Servants who may be or are faulty, 
“ pall be ijfued in the Nabob's Name, who I apprehend has an undoubted Right over them.’* 


Extraft of a Letter from Mr. Goring to the Board, dated 5th June,. 

** I have only to add, that previous ro fending the above Papers I waited on her (the Begum) 
with the Nabob and Goordafs. On mentioning the Matter ftie flew into a violent PalTion. abufed 
« Goordafs, beat hcrfclf, and denied the Whole.” 


Extrnft 
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Extraft of a Letter from Nonid Roy, addrefled to the General and the Gentlemen of the Council, 
and entered in Confiiltation of the 24ch July. 

•* On the fccond of the fame Month, between Seven and Eight in the Morning, Rajah Gour- 
« dafs went to Ferralang. and was received very gracioufly by Mr. Goring, who expreffed his Plea- 
“ fure at the Kindnefs of the Rajah in this Vifit. After which they entered into Convcrfaiion with 
** Chyton Durr, the Behla Treafurcr, concerning the Nazarranna given to the Governor, amounting 
** to Two Lacks of Rupees, which were fent to Calcutta at the .Time of the Begum’s being in- 
“ vefted with the Adminiftration. At leaft the faid Treafurer mentioned fomething contrary to tie 
“ Orders of the faid Gentleman^ and was therefore put under a Guard of Sepoys for near i Hours j after 
which be agreed be would relate in the Evening whatever he might he able to difiever from Yatebar 
My Cawn, and from an Examination into the Papers. On this be was releafed. Rajah Goordafs and 
» the faid Treafurer went in the Evening to Ferralang, and remained there till near Eight at Night. 
“ I underftand that nothinc'was fettled. Viftuals being fent to Mr. Goring from the Nabob’s Sirtar, 
according to our edablilned Cuftom, he fent it back again. .The Papers of the Scrifta, of the 
Nizamut, Bclah, &c. remained open from 9 o’Clock in the Morning till y in the Evening.” 

Mr. Goring Rill continues at the City, notwithftanding the odenfible Purpofes of his Commifllun 
are, or ought to have been, long ago concluded, retaining the Begum in the mofl abfolute State 
of Dependance, and perfilling in his Endeavours to extort from her further Accufations, fometimes 
praftifing on her Fears by Threats, and others, tempting her by Promifes of reltoring her former Au¬ 
thority. This I learn from private Information, but 1 do not think it fafe to divulge my Authority •, 
you will judge of the Probability of it from the Fads avowed by Mr. Goring in his Letters, and from 
the general Tenor of his Commiffion. This Treatment of the Begum has hitherto produced no 
other Effect than to irritate her to (hort Gufts of Anger and ineffe^ual Refolutions to come down 
to Calcutta for an Afylum againft a Tyranny which Ihc could no longer fubmit to. 

Such is the State of the Perlbn whom your former Adminidration thought worthy of being placed 
in the fird Odice of Dignity in thefe Provinces, and whom your rubfequent Commands have fince 
confirmed in that Trud, with ExprelTions of your fulled Approbation, and even the mod honourable 
Tedimonies of your AppUtifc bedowed on mylclf for the Part which I had in the Plan and Con- 
duA of this Tranfadlion. 
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COPY of Advices to Bengal, relative to the Court’s Acceptance of Mr. Haftings’s Refignation, and 
of their Appointment of Mr, Whcler to fill the Vacancy. 

Poftfeript to the General Letter to Bengal, dated 25th OiSlober lyyfi. 

dited U ^ ® ^ Confideration a Letter lately received from Colonel Lauchlin Macleane, dated 

thoa. 1776. V' the loth Indant, reprefenting. That he was authorized, empowered, and diredted to fignify to us, 
tlic Defirc of Warren Hadings, Efquirc, to refign his Office of Governor General of Bengal, and 
to requed our Nomination of a Succcflbr to the Vacancy which would be thereby occafioned in 
the Council there i and it having appeared, from an Inlpeftion of the Powers with which Mr. Mac- 
leane was inveded from Mr. Hadings, and from collateral Tedimony in Confirmation of fuch Powers, 
that Mr. Macleane was authorized to fignify to us Mr. Hadings’s Defirc to refign his faid Office, we 
unanimoufly Rcfolved to accept fuch Refignation: And thereupon, in confequcnce of the Powers 
delegated by the Aft of the 13th,Year of His prefent Majedy, did nominate and appoint Edward 
Whcler, Efquire, to fucceed to the Office in the Council of Fort William, in Bengal, which would 
become vacant thereby, if fuch Nomination (hould be approved by His Majedy, to whom a proper 
Memorial and Petition was prc/ea(j|d, praying His Majedy’s Confent to fuch Nomination, agreeable to 
the Direftions of the faid Aft of Parliament: A Copy of which Memorial and Petition is inclofed. 

The Difpatchcs by His Majedy’s Ships of War being uncxpeftcdly detained, we have the Oppor¬ 
tunity of acquainting you, that Lord Vlfcount Weymouth, One of Mis Majedy’s Principal Secretaries 
of State, hath fignified to us by his Letter, of which we alfo inclofe a Copy, that the King is gra- 
Cloudy pleal'ed to approve of our Nomination j and that the proper inftrument of His Majetty’s Ap¬ 
probation will be prepared accordingly for the Royal Signature. 

Tlie Shortnefs of the Time fince wc were informed of His Majedy’s Pleafure upon the Nomina¬ 
tion, will not permit our writing more at large at prefent { but whatever Iball occur to us as ne^^f. 

I fary 
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Tary upon thU Alteration in tito Attoiniftratioti of the Frcildencjr of Bengal, will be communicated 
CO you by our .next Dii^atefa*^ > 

... t..V # ■ o. 

Gentlemen, . « » t . 

The Court of DiieAors having, previoully to the U^ipt of His Majelty*s Approbauon. MnUer 
HU Royal Manual, of, their Appointment of^J^ard W^ler, Elquire, to be one of the 
Cotmfeuora of the Governoc General and Council at Fort William, in Bengal, tranAnitted a Com- 
miffion, nominating and appointing Mr. Wheler to the Office of one of the faid Couniellors, after 
the fame (hall become vacant, in the Manner as in the faid Commiflion mentioned i the faid Court 
have ordered me to fend you the cnclofed Copy thereof. 

I am, very rcfpeftfully. 

Gentlemen, 

.. Your molt obedient, 

Humble Servant, 

The Honourable the Governor General Secretary, 

and Council for all the Forces and 
Affairs of the Englifh Nation, at Fore 
William, in Bengal. 


Gentlemen, 

In Obedience to the Orders of the Court of Dire^ors, t tranfmit to you the cnclofed Copy of the 
Inftrument this Day received from the Secretary of State, under His Majefty's Sign Manual, 
approving of their Nomination of Edward Whekr, Efquirc, to be one of the Cqunfellors of the 
Governor General and Council, created by an A& of Parliament made in the Thirteenth Year of 
His Majefty’s Reign •, of which Nomination the faid Court have advifed you, under Date of the 30th 
Oaober laft. 

1 am, very refpeflfully. 

Gentlemen, 

Eaft India Houfd, Your moll obedient, 

London, 15th Nov. lyyCi. Humble ^rvarit, 

F. Michcll, Secretary, 

The Honourable the Governor General 
and Council for all the Forces and 
Affairs of the Englifh Nation, at Fort 
William, ia Bengal, 
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C%py of Mr. Haftings’s Letter difowning his Reffgnation by his Agent. 

’ To the Honourable the Court of Dircdlors. 

Honourable Sirs, 

O Event of my Life ever bcfcl me for which I was fo little prepared, as the News of the 

Notification made by Colonel Macleane, of my Dcfirc to refign your Service., your Acceptance 
of that Notification I your Nomination of Mr. Wheler to fill the Vacancy which would of courfe 
follow my Removal from this Government; your Application to the King to approve the Nomi¬ 
nation 01 Mr. Wheler, and his Approval of it} Adis fb folemn in their Progreffion, fo important in 
refj^dl to their Objedl, and concluded by an Authority fo facred, that although I knew them to 
be invalid, the Grounds on which they were built being defedlive, yet my Confidence forfook me, 
and I thought of nothing but to fubmit myfclf to the hard Lot which had been impofed upon 
me.--:! could hot; dif^vow the Declaration made by Colonel Macleane, without appearing adverfe 
to a Man who had given me the moft undoubted Proofs of his Friendihip, and even in this 
Inftance, in which he exetneded bis Powers, had been adluated, 1 knew, by a flnfcre and honed, 
though a midaken and .too precipitate Zeal to ferve me, I could not arraign the Judice of thofe, 
whofc Approbation I have over fought an the fird Reward of my Fidelity and incefTant Toils for 
their Service •, neither high Rcfpedl which I bear to an Indrumenc having His Majedy’s 

Royal Signature, however Obtained^ allow me, without the greated ReluAance, to difclaim the Principle 
on^ which its Effcfls depended. Nor were thefe, though the Fird, the only Caufes of my Ac- 
quhtfcence. The fame Aft that deprived me of my Rights, deprived me at the fame Time of 
Sel. Com. Rep. IX. [0} , all 
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ill to affert them, .^htle underftood to be inh|{^ ic .moft.alienate my Friendi». exppfe.trtf 
to the Dcrifion of my Enemies» caft a Stain on my Rqwtidoni and leasse anf without a Refbureat. . 

On the other Hand, I cotfW not ratify the Promifc which had been made in my Name* wiihoaf 
making ao angrateful Return tjO> the Company* for the honourable Support which they bad fo 
fuccefsfuliy braowed upon me i nor withoHtf4>randing my own Charadler with FalChood and De¬ 
ception, after the repeated Proteftations puWicly and loudly made by me, that no Confideration of 
private Convenience* nor Impatience or Injury, diould prevail upon me to make a voluntary Suf> 
render of the Truft which had been committed to met but that I would retain my Seat in tbia 
Government* until a clear Decifion was pafled between me and my Opponents in it* or until 1 
fliould be removed from it by Authority. 

My Mind being thus divided by fuch oppo&te Confiderations* I could not immediately refolve 
on the ConduA which it was proper for me- to purfue with refped to the Engagement which had 
been impoled upon me; and 1 funfered myjfelf to continue in a Sate of Indecifion for a long Time, 
in the Hope of feeing Mr. Macleane, whb I underftood was on the Point of returning to India » or 
of learning* by other Means of InfornM^ion* the Authorities on which fo uncommon a Meafure 
had been concluded* and of which (ftran^ as it may appear) I am yet ignorant. 

1 have been difappointed in thefe Expfdations, and have themfoiro yielded to the Neceflity whicli 
compela me to declare, that I do not hold myfelf bound by the Notification made by Mr. Macleane* 
nor by any of the Ada confequent of it. What the Evidences were which were produced by Mr. 
Macleane to your Committee, I know not t but conclude that they mufl; have been very Ckrong, 
to have operated not only on his Belief, but on that of the Gentleqicp to whom they were exhibited » 
One of whom 1 perfonatly know, and the others I believe to polTefs great Judgment and Probity, 
Strong as the written Evidence was* I believe that it was of its Nature held infufiicient without 
terbar Teftimony. To what Converfationa the Gentlemen who were called on for that Purpofe, 
depofed* or how they might have underftood any Thing which pafled between me and MeflEieurs 
Macleane and Graham* I know not; I mofi certainly never called them in as Witnefles tp any 
Tranfadions, nor ever authorized them to give Teftimony. What I myfelf know with Certainty, 
or can recoiled at this Diftance of Time* concerning the Powers and Inftrudions which were 
given to MelTieurs Macleane and Graham when they undertook to be my Agents in. England, I 
will circumftantially relate. 

1 am in pofieftion of Two Papers which were prefented to thofe Gentlemen at the Time of 
their Departure from Bengal i one of which comprizes Four fhort Propofitions, which I required as 
the Conditions of my being confirmed in this Government. ‘ The other Paper contained an Ex* 
planation of the laft of thefe. Whether any other Inftrudions were given by me in Writing* 1 
cannot affirm i if there were* I do not recoiled that I gave them, nor have I any Copy of them. 
But 1 very well remember that I earneftly recommended, both to Mr. Graham, and to Mr. Macleane, 
a Caution not to fufier my Caufe to be ufed by any Body of Men as a mere Inftrument of a Party, 
defiring them to give up the Defence of it, if it could not be maintained without fuch Means. 

In what Words this Injundion was exprefied, 1 cannot tell» but 1 prefume that this muft have bww 
the Authority which was quoted for the Offer of tny Refignation. I can only fay* that 1 do not 
lecain even the fainteft Idea of having given fuch a Commiffion i nor can I conceive the Neceflity 
of impowering others to do for me in my Name, m Ad which muft have waited for my Ratifica. 
tion, and which it was at all Times in my own Power |o perforgi for giyfelf wichoot any Agency. 
Mr. Harwell, with whom I was in Arid Confidence, perfedly reniembers this Part of my Inftrudions 
as 1 have related it. If it exprefled more than 1 have mentioned, or contained any Ambiguity in 
the Conftrudion of it, which may have warranted the Senfe in which it was underftood» my fub- 
fequent Correfpondence with Meflieurs Macleane and Graham, and more cfpecially my Letters to 
your Honourable Courr, had they been adverted to, muft have redified that Error, and totally 
deftroyed every Conclufion which could have been drawn from it. 1 am not furprized that the 
particular Expreffions, or even the general Tenor of thefe, foould have efcaped your Notice, amid ft 
the Mafs of Papers with which the public Difpatches from hence were crouded, ^ the Mulnplicity 
of other Affairs you had to engw it ^ but I hope I may be allowed to appeal to thoft Evidmccc, 
at that Time in your Pofleffion, for Proof that nothine was more foreign from my Intention, than 
by any voluntary Ad of my own to relinqe^ the Truft which bad been publicly commitced to me, 
although 1 repeatedly prefled for fuch Dtxifion upon ifce Conafts between me and my Opponena 
in the Government, as Ihould cither confirm to me the Pofleffion of it, or take it from me.* 

Thefe Sentiments were declared or implied in all my Letters to your HonouraUe Court* in idl* I 
believe 1 nuy venture to fay, wich^t Exception. 

1 have extraded' a few of. the ynoft ftriking Pafltges to this Efied* from the Letters winch had 
been received by you at the Time of the Notification made by Mr. Macleane* which 1 beg Leave 
to quote at lirg^ 

** Painful as my Sttuhtioo » ij^ly to prove* and unftritable to my Dil^don* it is my deter- 
** mined Refolution to retain the Ilace which your Favour originally afligned me, end the Legiflature 
** has fince fo honouraUy confirmed* till your Juftice fluU divide between me and my Opponents.'* 

** If you fliould judge me fit to ^ continued in tho <^ief Diredion of your A^irs* 1 have al- 

ready fiud* and yet reprai, chat I am willine and defirous to devote what remaiiis of die adlve 

V Seqfooofmy Life, m your Service.'* ^ 

** It will be dtificulc to explore the Source qf Meafores lb uniformly violent and perfonal* before 

V the Gentlemen could have acquired^ a Knowledge of the Affairs of the Company, or of myfolf, 

b unlefs 
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** unleft we tbte it in ajiteouicerted Intentioil t0 provoke me to a Rengnation of the tioverntherit. 

'* or to lead me into^ d Walfiliv of 'Scurrility inconliftent with mv CharaAer and Station. If thefe^ 

^ however; have been the ObjeAs of the Majority^ they will find themfeives difappointed •, for with 
** refpeft to the former, I have determined to facrifice tny own Feelings, and abide by the Dccifion 

of my.Employers on the Appeal which 1 have made to their unbiased Judgment; and with 
** refped to the fatter, I will venture to fay, that I fliall be armed with a fufficienc Defence in the 
** Exercife of my own Moderation. My Situation is truly painful and mortifying; deprived of the 
•• Powers with which I have been tnvefted by a folemn A& of the Legiflature, ratifying your Choice 
«* of me to fill the Firft Office in this Adminiftration; denied the RefpeA which is due to my Station 
*' and Chara£fer; denied even the Rights of perfonat Civility, by Men with whom 1 am compelled 

to afibciate in the daily Courfe of official Bufinefs, and condemned to bear my Share in the Re> 
** fponfibility of Meafures which I do not approve; I Ihould long fince have yielded up my Place 
«< in this difgraceful Scene, did not my Ideas of my Duty to you, and a Confidence in your Jfuftice, 
•« animate me to perfeverc.” 

•* I now take my Leave, for a long Interval of Time, in which I have every Thing td expefl fronl 
(* the determined Inveteracy of my Enemies; but 1 will ftill wait with what Patience I can, the 
** Remedy which I look for from your Juftice, icc. Permit me, honourable Sirs, to take this 
«* Otbcalion to difclaim the Intention which may be obvioufly aferibed to thefe Appeals, of having 
u wrihen them folely for my own Vindication. Had this been the foie Objed); which I could have 
** obtained by them, as much as 1 feel for my own Honour, and great as my Ambition is to de- 
« ^ote my future Labours to your Service, I fhould have long fince quitted the Scene of Trouble itl 
«• Which I am involved, nor ever prefumed to intrude on the Bufinefs of your Honourable Court 
•< with the Relation of my Grievances.’* 

*Mf I am confebus of pofTefllng Talents and Integrity, foch as may qualify me to fill with 
u Credit the Seat which you have affigned me, I fhould repay that Benefit with Ingratitude, and 
** difgrace the Choice which you have made of me, were 1 to defert it, becaufe the Poffeffion of 
*< it was attended with prefent Trouble, and a temporary Mortification.” 

*< Prompted equally by Duty and Gratitude, I nave hitherto refolved to bear my Part in this 
*« diftradted Scene, and, if I /iw, / will fee the End ef U,** 

If there be any Force in Words, the atove Extradfs are all pofitive Affirmations of a Refolu* 
tion to retain my Place b this Governnttnt until 1 fhail be removed from it. The Connedlion 
of the fame Spirit which rum through all my Letters, is a yet ftronger. Confirmation of it. Thefe 
were my own Declarations regularly notified, in clear and unequivocal Language, by myfelf your 
Servant, to you my Employers, and would moft undoubtedly in your Opinions, had they been in your 
Remembrance, have been conftrued to revoke any Kind of Intimation, however authenticated, 
which could be delivered by Proxy; thefe Declarations being fubfequent to the Powers of the Proxy, 
and all Powers granted to a Proxy bebg in their Nature revocable before any Adt done in con- 
fequenee of them. 

From wlwt bad pafTed here and in England (ince tbo Conftitution of the new Government of 
Bengal, my Mind had been framed to the Expedlation and patient Endurance of any Event which 
1 thought could have befallen me: But I mull own that it was unequal to the lad; for fbrely nothing 
can exceed ^ Humiliation of being deprived of a Trufl, of the firfl Importance perhaps under the 
Britilh EiOfire, by an imputed Adt my own, without even the Formality to verify it, which would 
have been required for the Acceptance of a common Note of Exchange. 

1 am aware of the Confcqucnces to which I expofe myfelf, by invalidating an Adi of foch Impor¬ 
tance, unaided as I am by perfonal Influence, and ftripped even by that Adi of the Friends whom 
the Credited my Charadler had raifed. But I muft be juft to myfelf, and I will be the foie Mafter 
of my own Adtions, in every Inftance in which I am accountable for them. I fhould moft chearfully 
have fiibmitted to any Sentence which had removed me from the Government; but 1 wifi not pais 
that Difgrace upon myfelf. 

I beg that what I have written may be underftood only as applying to the original Adi of 
Colonel Macleane, and to the Obligation implied by it. Of its Effedts on my Condudl, derived 
from other Confiderations, I have yet to fpeak; and on this Sulqedt J fhail be very brieL It was 
my IntCDtion to have yielded to it, not as to an Engagement which I was bound to perform, but 
as to a Cafe of Neceffity againft which all Refiftance would be vain. What has fince palled, it is 
needlefs, and might be improper to repeat, after the Agreement made to tranfmit to you the plain 
Account of it, as it ftood recorded on our Proceedings, without a Comment. 

I now wait your Decifion upon that Reference; but not without a Hope, that on a Revifion 
of your former Conclufions, they will have appeamcl defedlive, and that your Wifdom will have 
removed or corredlcd them, and freed me from die Anxiety of a longer Expedlation. Your Decifion, 
whatever it may be, I (ball receive .with equal Compofure, as I have not a Wifh fimr myfelf, but that 
I may preferve theCoofiftency of my own Charadler, and perfevere to the laft in the faithful Difcharge 
of my public Duty. 

I have the Honour to be, with the greateft Rcfpedl, 

Honourable Sirs,- 

Fort Williaoif Your moft obedient, aild 

15th Auguft 1777. faithful humble Servant, 

, (Signed) Warren Haftings* 
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COPY of Frocecdmgs of the CouiKil General on Mr. Haftinga's Refignation. 


Fcrt William, the aoth June 1777. 


X(v. D(|>tt 
tridiy. 


At a Councih PRESENT, 

The Honourable Warren Haftlngs, Governor General, Prcfident} 

Richard Barwell, Efquire. 

Mr. Barwtll,. * 

T Beg Leave to inform the Board, that as I was proceeding to the Council Houfe, in confequence 
* of the Summons received from the Sec^tarf to this Department, by Order of the Governor Ge¬ 
neral, a Note, which I now lay before the Board, was delivered to me. It is of a Nature fo very 
extraordinary, that fome immediate Steps-are, 1 judge, necclTary to be taken on the Subjed. 


Richard Barwell, Efquire. 

Sir, 

1 am direfled by John Clavering, Efquire, as Governor General of this Prefidency, to irqueft 
that you will meet him in Council at 11 o’Clock this Forenoon, for the fpccial Purpofe of ifluing the 
necc^ary Orders for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for ifluing fuch other Orders 
and Direflions as may be neceflfary thereupon. 

I am, with RefpeA, &c. 

Friday, aoth June. J. P. Auriol, Secretary. 


Governor General. 

While Mr. Barwell was didlating the above Minute, the followitrg Letter was brought to the Go¬ 
vernor General, direfted « Warren Haftings, Efquire,” by Lieutenant Roberts, the Pcrfian Tranflator 
to General Clavering. 

Sir, 

In confequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of DireAors, under Date the 30th 
Oflober 1776, received and read Yefterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, That 
Warren Haftings, Elijuire, had reflgned the Office of Governor General of Bengal} that the 
Honourable Court of Directors had accepted fuch Refignation and that the Vacancy thereby 
created in the Council, had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Whcler, Efquire, 
nominated and appointed by the Court of Direflofs, and approved of by His Majefty, in the Manner, 
and according to the Forms preferibed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 
1776, from Mr. Peter Michelf, Secretary to the Honourable Court of Diredfors, having alfo been 
received, and read Yefterday in Council, in which an attefted Copy is'tranfmittcd of the Inftrument 
under His Majefty’s Sign Manual, bearing Date the z6th Day of Oftober 1776, by which His 
Majefty confents to, and approves of, the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Ed¬ 
ward Whelcr, Efquire, to the Place and Office of one of the Counfellors of the Governor General 
and Council, avoided by my Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General: I am, Sir, in 
virtue of the Right and Authority now by Law vefted in me, to require, that ^ou will be picked 
to furrendcr to me the Keys of Fort William, and of the Company's Trcafurics, now in your 
Poflefllon. 

I (hall be at the Council Houfe at Twelve o’Clock this Day, where I underftand it has been ufual 
for the former Governors of this Prefidency to furrender the Keys to their Succeflbrs ■, but if it Ihoold 
not be agreeable to you to nneet me there, 1 leave it to your Option to take any other fuitable Metltod 
of complying with this Rcquifition that you may prefer, provided that it be done in the Courfe 
of the prefent Day. ‘ 

Fort William, , I have the Honour to be, &c. 

aoth June 1777. j J. Clavering. 

RefofYcd^T-hat the following Anfwer be given thereto: 


^ To Lieutenant General Clavering. 

Sir, 

The Governor General, in Council legally and regularly aflembted, has laid before us a Letter of 
this Date, received by him at the Board from you, exprefTing, that “ in confequence of the Letter 
“ from the Honourable Court of Direflors, under Date the 30th Oilober 1776, received and read 
6 Yefterday 



appendix, NM14. 


“ Ycftcrday in Council, by which this Government is informed, that Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
« had refigncd the Office of Governor General of Bengal) that the Honourable Court of Directors 
** had accepted fuch Rcflgnation} and that the Vacancy thereby created in the Council, had been 
filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, nominated and appointed by the Court 
« of Djrcdfors, and approved of by His Majefty, in the Manner and according to the Forms jjic- 
« feribed by Law : And another Letter, dated the 15th of November 1778, from Mr. K*ter Michell, 
** Secretary to the Honourable Court of Diredlors, having all'o been received, and read Yerterday 
in Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranimitted of the Inllrumcnt, under His M.ijefty’s Sign 
“ Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of Odfober 1776, by which His Majefty confents to, and 
approves of, the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, to 
“ the Place and Office of one of the Counfellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by 
** your Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General v you do, in virtue of the Right and 
« Authority now by Law vefted in you, require, that he will be pleafrd to furrender to you the Keys 
“ of Fort William, and of the Company’s Trealuries, now in his PofTeffion.” 

** That you will beat the Council Houfc at 12 o’clock this Day, where you underfland it has 
« been ufual for the former Governors of this Prcfidency to furrender the Keys to their Succcflbrs} 
“ but if it fhould not be agreeable to him to meet you there, you leave it to his Option to take any 
“ other fuitablc Method ot complying with this Requilkion, that he may prefer, provided that it 
« be done in the Courfe of the prefent Day.” 

In anfwer to which, we have thought it incumbent on us to inform you. That we know of no A£t 
or Inftrumcnt by which the Place and Offices of Warren Haftings, our Governor General, arc 
vacated, nor by which they have actually devolved on you i and that we are refolved to afiert and 
maintain, by every legal Means, the Authority and Truft which have been repofed in him by the 
13th Aft of His prefent Majefty, intituled, “ An Act for the eftabliflilng certain Regulations for the 
« better Management of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe /’ 
and by a Deed of Government, under the Hands of the Honourable the Court of Direftors, and the 
Seal of the United Eaft India Company, until the fame fhall be avoided by his Refignation or Death, 
or by the exprefs Command of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeflbrs j without which it is declared 
that he fhall not be removable. 


Fort William, 
the 20th June 1777. 


Wc have the Honour to be, &c, 


Mr. Roberts being called before the Board, the Anfwer is given to him, with a Requeft that ho 
will deliver it to General Clavering, as the Anfwer from the Board. 


The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter received from General Ciavering; 

To Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary to the Board of Revtnue. 

Sir, 

In confcquencc of the letter from the Honourable Court of Direftors, under Date the 3d of Ofto- 
ber 1776, received and read Ycftcrday in Council, by which this Government is informed, that 
Warren Haftings, Efquire, had refigncd the Office of Governor General of Bangal ■, that the Honoura¬ 
ble Court of Direftors had accepted fuch Refignation $ and that the Vacancy thereby created had 
been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, nominated and appointed by the 
Court of Diicftors, and approved of by His Majefty, in the Manner, and according to the Forms 
preferibed by Lawj and another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. Peter Michell, 
Secretary to the Honourable Court of Direftors, having alfo been received, and read Ycfterday in 
Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranfmitted of the Inftrumcnt under His Majefty’s Sign Ma¬ 
nual, bearing Date the 26th Day of Oftober 1776, by which His Majefty confents to and approves 
of the abovemen cloned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, to the Place and 
Office of one of the Counfellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by my Promotion to 
the Place and Office of Governor General i 

I do hereby order and direft you to iffue, immediately, a Summons in my Name, as Governor Gene¬ 
ral, to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Efquires, to attend a Meeting of the Governor General 
and Council in their Revenue Department, at the Revenue Board, at One o’Clock in the Afternoon 
of this Day. 

You will alfo direft the Roy Royan to give his Attendance, as ufual. • 

I am. 

Council Chamber, Sir, &c. ^ 

20th June 1777. J. Ciavering 

Ordered, That the Secretary do write in Anfwer to General Clavering, That Warren Haftings, 
Efquire, Governor General, and Mr, Barwell, being met in Council, in confequence of the Summons 
regularly ilTucd for that Purpofc by the Governor General, being the Majority of the Council, do 
require his Attendance in virtue of that Authority. 

Refolved, That the following Letter be written to Colonel Morgan. 

Sel. Com. Rep. IX. [ p ] 


To 



APPENDIX, N“ii4. 


To Colonel Morgan, Commandant of the Garrifon of Fort William. 

Sir, 

General Clavering having thought proper to claim the Office of Governor General, and required 
from Warren Haftings, Elquirc, our prclcnt Governor General, the Surrender of the Keys of the 
Garrifon of Fore William ; we think it neceffary to give you this Intimation, that you may not inad¬ 
vertently be led into a Breach of the Duty and Obedience you owe to the Authority of the faid 
Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General and Commander in Chief of the Garrifon, or to the 
Majority of this Board, appointed to the Government of thefe Provinces, as conftituted by the Adi 
of Parliament 13th George 3d. 

We therefore ftridtiy enjoin you to adt with the greateft Care and Circumfpeaion, and to obey no 
Orders whatfoever, but fuch as ihall be figned by the faid Warren Haftings, Efquirc, Governor 
General, or a Majority of his Council. 

We arc, &c. 

Fort William, 
the 20th June 1777. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Chief Juftice, by the Governor General. 

To the Honourable Sir Elijah impey, Knight, Chief Juftice. 

Sir, 

Some extraordinary Prctcnfions having been urged by General Clavering to the Office of Governor 
Gcmral, which has rendered it neceffaty for me and the Majority of my Council, regularly alTcmblcd, 
to addrefs the accompanying cautionary Letter to Colonel Morgan, I requeft the Favour of you to 
aflemble the Judges of the Supreme Court, to aflift, with your Advice and Authority, on this very im¬ 
portant and alarming Occafion. 

1 am, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) Warren Haftings. 

aoth June 1777. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do require the immediate Attendance of Mr. Francis, in the Name of 
the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquirc, Governor General, &c. Council, affemblcd on Matters of 
great Importance. 

OrderM, That Mr. Auriol, the Secretary to the Council, do iffue no Summons for the Meeting 
of Council, but by the Authority of the Governor General, Warren Haftings, Efquirc, nor Orders 
or D'redtions to any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, without the legal Authority of the faid Governor 
General, or the Majority of the Council fo aflembled. 

Ordered, The Secretary to this Department do oblerve the fame Rule. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do require the Secretary to the Council General, immediately to 
fend the Difpatches he received Yeftcrday from Europe, and read and recorded in the Proceedings 
of his Department. 

Undcrftanding that the Chief Juftice and Judges are affemblcd at the Court Iloufe-, 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to them j and 

Ordered, That the Secretary do wait upon them with it. 

To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juftice, and to the other Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William. 

Honourable Sirs, 

In addition to the Letter which we have already addreffed to the Chief Juftice, we take the Li¬ 
berty to requeft that you will do us the Honour to meet us at the Revenue Council Houfe, as we 
may have Occafion to refer to many Papers’ of the Office, on the Subjefts on which we wifli to 
receive the Benefit of your Advice. 

Fort William, We have the Honour to be, &c. 

the aoth June 1777. 

Read the following Letter fretp the Judges of the Supreme Court, in anfvtrer to the Governor 
General’s Addrefs to the Chief jbftice: 

Honourable Governor General. 

Honourable Sir, 

In confcquence of a Letter by you addreffed to Sir Elijah Impey, deftring him to aflemble the 
Judges, we are now aflembled at the Court Houfe accordingly} and as the Bufinefs of the Day is 
over, are there dettdned for no other Caufe. 

Friday, 

a o'clock, P. M. 


E. Im^y, 

Rob' Chambers, 
S. C. Lemaiftre, 
John Hyde. 
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The Chief Jufticc and Judges of the Supreme Court arriving at the Council Houfc, the Governor 
General informs them of the Occafton on which the Board had requefted their Attendance, and 
dcilres that they will permit the Proceedings of the Day to be read;—which being read 

Ordered, That Application be again made to the Secretary of the Public Department, for the 
original Letters and Papers received Yeftcrday from the Court of Direftors, and that if they are in 
the Poffcflion of any Member of the Board, he be direfted to demand them from him •, informing 
him, that the Governor General wilhes to fubmit them to the Judges for their Opinion upon them, 
by which it is his Determination to abide i and that the Chief Jiiftice, and the Three other Judges, 
are accordingly alTembled at the Council Houfe in this Department for that Purpofe. 

The following Letter being now received, is read. 

To Richard Sumner, EfquirCi 
Sir, 

I have this Inllant received your Application for “ the Difpatches from Europe, received Ycfter- 
“ day.” In anfwer to which I am to acquaint you, that they arc in the Poflellion of General Cla¬ 
vering, to whom 1 delivered them this Morning, in confequence of his Requifition. 

1 am, Sir, &c. 

Fort William, J. P. Auriol, Secretary, 

the 20th June 1777. 

Mr. Barwell returning to the Board, delivers in the Report of his Vifit at the Council Houfe, 
to require the Papers. 

Qiicft. to Mr. Auriol. Mr. Secretary, Have you the General Letters received Yeftcrday ? 
Anf. No. 

Queft. Who has the Letters ? 

Anf. General Clavering is poftcired of the Letters. 

The above having part: between me and Mr. Secretary Auriol in the Council Chamber of the Ge¬ 
neral Department, where General Clavering was at that Time fitting, in Company with Mr, Francis, 
I addrefled myfclf to General Clavering: 

Sir, Will you be lb kind as to let me have the General Letters ? 

General Clavering’s Anfwer.—Sir, the Council is fitting —1 cannot part with them. 

At what Time, Sir, can you let me have the Letters ? 

General Clavering.—By what Authority do you require the Letters ? 

I require them as a Member of the Council General of Bengal, in which Capacity I am entitled 
to perufe and to take a Copy of any Public Papers addrefled to the Governor General and Council of 
Bengal. I wifli to have the Letters, and beg you will fpccify at what Time I may have them— 
I fliall not keep them Two Hours. 

G. C. Sir, You have heard them read once—you may hear them read a Second Time. 

I beg to know, General, whether I may have the Papers delivered into my PolTclTion, or 
not ? 

G. C. Sir, I am not here to anfwer Interrogatories. If you will take your Place as a Member of 
the Council, you may hear the Letters read. 

Queft. I am a Member of the Council General, and I demand formally the General Let¬ 
ters—Will you, General Clavering, comply with my Requeft, or will you not ? 

G. C. I will return no other Anfwer. 

I then addreflfcd niyfelf to Mr, Secretary Auriol, and obferved to him, that being a Member of 
the Council, and having a Right to claim from him any original public Papers in his Ciiftody, or 
Copies of fuch Papers, I ordered and enjoined him to fend to me the fcvcral Papers received from 
the Court of Direftors Yeftcrday in Council, and recorded on the Proceedings, as loon as ever 
thofe Papers fliould come into his Pofleflion. 

R. Barwell. 

Read the following L.ctter from Mr. Auriol, Secretary to the General Department, to the Govei- 
nor General and Mr. Barwell, with its Inclofure. 

To the Honourable Warren Ballings, and to Richard Barwell, Efquirc. 

Gentlemen, \ 

I have this Inftant been honoured with your Commands, " not to ilTue any Summons fiaf the 
** Meeting of Council, but by the Authority of Warren Haftings, Efquirc, the Governor General, 
« nor any Orders nor Diredlions to any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, without the legal Authority 
“ of the faid Governor General, or the Majority of the Council fo aflembled.” 

I beg Leave to acquaint you, that previous to the Receipt of ihcfe Commands, I bad ifliied 
Summons to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis, to meet General Clavering in Council, in confcqucncc 
of Direftions which I received from him this Morning for chat Purpofe, requiring me ro i/Tuc them 
in his Name as Governor General. 


I take 
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I take the Liberty to enclofe a Copy of General Clavering’s Letter to me on this Occafion, 
which I hope will be fuflicient to juftify my Condud in your Opinion; for although 1 had feen the 
General Letters referred to by him, yet I could not prefume, for my own Part, to form any Judg* 
ment on the Fads which he had colleded from them ^ I therefore thought it my Duty to comply 
with his Delire. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

Fort William, J. P. Auriol, Scc^ 

20th June 17^7. 

To James Peter Auriol, Efquirc, Secretary to the Supreme Council, &c. &c. &c. 

Sir, 

In confequence of the Letter from the Honourable the Court of Diredors, under Date the 30th 
Odober 1776, received and read Ycftcrday in Council, by which this Government is informed, 
that Warren Hallings, Efquirc, had refigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the 
Honourable the Court of Diredors had accepted fuch Rclignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby 
created had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, nominated and 
appointed by the Court of Diredors, and approved of by His Majefty, in the Manner and 
according to the Forms preferibed by Lawj and another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, 
from Mr. Peter Michell, Secretary to the Honourable the Court of Diredors, having alfo been 
received and read Ycftcrday in Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranfmitted of the Inftrumenc 
under llis Majelly’s Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of Odober 1776, by which His 
Majefty confents to, and approves of, the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of 
Edward Wheler, Efquire, to the Place and Office of one of the Counfellors of the Governor 
General and Council, voided by my Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General •, 

I do hereby order and dired you to ifTuc, immediately. Summons in my Name as Governor 
General, to Richard Barwcll and Philip Francis, Efquircs, to attend a Meeting of the Council 
at the Council Houfc, at Eleven o’CIock this Forenoon, for the cfpecial Purpofe of ilTuing the 
necelfary Diredions for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for giving fuch other 
Orders and Diredions as may be ncceflary thereupon. 

I am, 

Friday Morning, Sir, &c, 

20th June 1777. (Signed) Jn* Clavering.' 

A true Copy. 

(Signed) W. Brucre, AfT' Seer. 


Read the following Letter from Mr. Auriol, Secretary to the General Department, to the 
Secretary of this Department. 

To Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

Sir, 

In reply to your further Application for the original Letters and Papers received Yefterday from 
the Court of Diredors, I am ordered by General Clavering, as Governor General, a^d Mr. Francis, 
to defirc that you will be plcafcd to inform the Judges, that they are now preparing an Addrefs to 
them with refped to the Condud they have purfued fince the Receipt of the above Letters, which 
they conceive have divefted Mr. Haftings of the Office of Governor General; and that it is their 
Intention to fend them all the [.etters and Papers as foon as their Letter to the Judges can be finiftied, 
which will be in a Couple of Hours; they hope therefore that the Judges will be pleafed to deter¬ 
mine among theml'elves, at what Place and Hour, in the Courfe of this Evening, they will receive 
the above Papers, and take them into their ferious Confideration, without the Prelence of any 
Member of the late or prefent Adminiftration. 

I am. 

Fort William, Sir, See. 

20th June 1777. (Signed) J. P. Auriol, Scc^. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do write to Mr. Auriol, in reply to the above Letter, That the Chief 
Juftice and the other Judges being aftembled at the Council Houfc in this Department, in confe- 
qucncc of a formal Requifition made to them from this Board, as recorded in the Proceedings of 
this Day ; and having heard the Letters read, had declared, that they will affemble at the Houfe of 
the Chief Juftice, at Six o’CIock this Evening, by thcmfelves, for the Purpofe of receiving the Pa¬ 
pers mentioned in Mr. Auriol’s Letter. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to Colonel Muir. 

T9 Lieutenant Colonel Muir, or Oftcer commanding at Barrackpore. 

Sir, 

Gene^ Clavering having thought proper to claim the Office of Governor Geneial, and to require 

from 
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i^om the Honourable Waritn HaftihgSi Efquire, Governor General and Commander in Chief of thii 
Garrifon of Fort Williamt the Surrender of the Keys ihercoft we think it neceffary, for the Guid¬ 
ance of your Condiidt in the Command of the Troops ftaiioncd at Bairackpore for the Duty of this 
Garrifon, ftriftly to forbid your Obedience to any Orders relative to the faid Troops, but fuch as 
(hall be enjoined by the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, our prefent Governor General, or by a 
Majority of the Board, as appointed by the A& of Parliament of the 13th Year of HisMajcRy's 
Reign to conftitutc the Government of thefe Provinces. 

We arc, &c. 

Fort William, 

20th June 1777. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be circulated to all the Provincial Councils and Collectors. 

To the Provincial Councils and Collectors. 

Gentlemen, 

Wc forbid you to obey any Orders but fuch as you may receive from- Wafrfcn Haftings, Efquire; 
Governor General and Council, or a Majority of the Board, as appointed by the ACt of Parliament 
of the 13th Year of His Majefty’s Heign to conftitutc the Government of thefe Provinces. 

Fort William, Wc are, &C4 

20th June 1777. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the fevcral Commanding Officers. 

^ Circular Letter to the fevcral Commanding Officers. 

General Clavcring having formally demanded from Warren Haftings; Efquire, the Governor 
General, the Surrender of his Place and Office of Governor General, and aflumed other ACls apper¬ 
taining only to the Office of Governor General, without any legal Authority for fo doing, wc hereby 
llriClly forbid your Obedience to any Orders relative to the Troops under your Command, but fuch 
as fliall be enjoined by the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, our prefent Governor General, or by a 
Majority of the Board, as appointed by the Ad of Parliament of the X3th Year of His Majefty's 
Reign to conftitutc the Government of thefe Provinces. 

We arc, &e. 

Fort William, 

the 20th June 1777; 

Agreed, That the following Letter be Written to the Judges. 

To the Honourable Sir Elijah impey, Knight, Chief Jufticc, and the other Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, at Fort William, 

Honourable Sirs, 

We have herewith the Honour to tranfmit to you a Copy of the Procetdings of the Council held 
this Day, conformably to the Dcfirc which we exprelfed to you when you did us the Honour 
to meet us at the Council Chamber on our Requifition, and to requeft that you will be pleafcd to 
give them your Attention at the fame I’ime that you confider the Papers which are to be laid before 
you this Evening by General Clavcring and Mr. Francis. 

Wc think it necclfary to inform you, that by an authentic Deed, of which wc fend you a Copy, 
from the Honourable Court of Diredors, dated the 25th March, under the Hands of the Court of 
Diredors and the Seal of the Eaft India Company, Warren Haftings, Efquire, was conftituted Go¬ 
vernor General and Commander in Chief of our Fort and Garrifon of Fort William and the Town 
of Calcutta, which Deed or inftrument is in the Hands of our Secretary, James Peter Auriol, Ef¬ 
quire, and we conceive it to be eflentially neceftary for your Infpedion, to enable you to judge of 
the Validity of the Powers which are now claimed by General Clavcring, to whom no Inftrument or 
Deed of that or the like Nature has been yet conveyed by the regular and ufual Channel of the 
Governor General and Council, and therefore we prefume that he is not in Pofleflion of any fuch In- 
flrument, nor of any other authentic Deed or Authority invalidating the former. 

Wc alfo take the Liberty to tranfmit you a Copy of the Claufeof the Adt of Parliament of the 
13 th of His prefent Majefty, expreffing both the Names of the Members conftituting the prefent Go¬ 
vernment, and the Mode by which they (ball be removaUe. 

Fort William We have the Honour to be, &c. 

aoth June 1777. 


(<>T 


Sri. Com. Rep. IX. 


Ordered^ 
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Ofldered, That the Secretary do deliver the I^tteri to the Poft Mailer General. 

Refolved, That this Board do adjourn till To>inorrow Morning, and that the Secretary continue in 
Attendance on the Governor General. 

s>juiic.p.M, The Board met by Adjournment. The following Letter was received from the Honourable the 
Chief Juftice and Judges. 


To the Honourable Warren Halting!, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire. 


Sirs, 

We do ourfclves the Honour to fend you herewith, a Lift of Papers which we have received 
from Gcheral Clavering and Mr. Francis, and beg to be informed whether, befides the Papers 
therein numerated, and thofe which are mentioned in your Letter of this Evening to Sir Elijah Im* 
pey, there be any other that you wilh us to perufe, before we form the Opinion that you this Morn* 
ing did us the Honour to deftre. 

We have the Honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, 

Fort William, and humble Servants, 

June aoth, 1777. rE. Impey, 

/Q- .V 1 Robert Chambers, 
(Signed) i 5 j, 

John Hyde. 


N* 1. Copy of the Poftfeript of a General Letter from the Court of DireAors, dated ^oihOflO' 
ber 1776. 

а. Mr. Macleane’s Letter to the Court of Direflors, loth Odober 1776. 

3. Memorial and Petition to Hit Majefty. 

4. Lord Weymouth’s Letter to the Court of Diredlors, 25th Oiftober 1776. 

£. Commiflion to Edward Wheler, Efquire, as one of the Council of Fort William in Bengal. 

б. His Muefty’s Approval of Mr. Wheler as one of the Council in Bengal, 26th Oftober 1776. 
7. Letter from Mr. Haftingt and Mr. Barwell to General Clavering. 


The Governor General fent the following Anfwcr to it; 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juftice, and the other Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature at Fort William. 

Honourable Sirs, 

I have had the Honour to receive your Letter addrefled to Mr. Barwell and myfclf, to which I 
ilrall reply flngly, as Mr. Barwell is at this Time in the Country, and it will be too late to commu¬ 
nicate it to him, and receive his Opinion to be tranfmitted to you this Evening, but I (hall make 
him immediately acquainted with iu Contents. The Papers mentioned in the Lift which was en- 
clofed in your Letter, and thole which were fent to you by Mr. Barwell and myfclf this Evening, 
appear to contain all the Evidence and Authorities which it will be immediately neceflary for you 
to perufe, for the Purpofe of forming your Opinion upon the Points which have been referred to 
you. On an Occafion of fo alarming a Nature, the Confequences of which a Delay iqay be pro> 
dudive, induce me rather to content myfclf with fubmitting thefe Evidences to your Examination, 
than to wait to furnilh you with more compleat Information, and for that Keafon 1 do not now require 
that a Copy of the Proceedings held by General Clavering and Mr. Francis this Day, in confequence 
of the Summons ifTued by General Clavering, be laid before you for Perufal but I deem it nccef- 
fary to requeft your Attention to the encloled Paper, which was delivered to me by Sir John D’Oyly, 
the Perfian Tranflator, coniaining a Narrative of what pafled between him and the aforefaid Gentle¬ 
men, at the Council Houfe of the General Department, this Morning. He will attend you for the 
Purpofe of attcfting the fame upon Oath, if it Ihall be required. 

1 have the Honour to be, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) Warren Haftings. 

aoth June 1777. 

About Half paft Twelve, as near as I can recolfeA, an Order was brought to me to attend the 
Council, figned by the Afliftant Secretary. 1 immediately went and when 1 came to the Door of 
Kadsfiin. the Council Chamber, fent Word that I was in waiting. Mr. Bruere came out, and told me, that I 
was fent for to attend my Office» and when I exprefled Surprize at this, as it was not a Council Day, 
he told me the Board were met, and that a general Order had been given, that none Ihould quit 
their Office. 1 retired to my Office i where Mr, Bruere prefently afterwards came, and faid to me, 
I (hall prefently bring you a Paper, which you muft tranftate by Order of the Board. 1 cannot 
poficiv^y recollcA whether it was IV^. Bruere who told me the Tenor of the P^r, or whether I 

2 got 
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got Intimation’ of it from any one clfc beiamn the Time 1 faw him at the Door of the 
Council Room and that when he came into my Office; but I anfwered, 1 cannot tranilate fuch a 
Paper without an Order from the Governor General and Council, He replied—I am Afliftant 
Secretary, and (hall give you the Order. I believe 1 made no Reply. About Half an Hour after¬ 
wards he came to me again, attended by Two Gentlemen, with a Paper in his Hand, which he put 
into mine, and told me, 1 was ordered by the Council to trannateii.-««>It was a Proclamation of Go 
neral Clavering as Governor Geficral. I perufed it, and then told Mr. Bruere, that I could not 
iranflatc a Paper of that Importance^ without a pofitive Order in Writing from the Governor Ge¬ 
neral and Council. He dcfired the Gentlemen who came with him to take Notice of what I faid, 
and went away. Soon after I received an Order, (igned by the Secretary, to attend immediately 
in the Council Room t which I obeyed. The General afked me, If I had refufed to tranllace the 
proclamation Tent to me by their Order ? I made the lame Reply as to the AlTiftant Secretary, That 
in a Matter of fuch Moment 1 might have an Order from the Governor General and Council. The 
General replied. By the Company's Orders, the Governor General and Council now prefent •, or 
Words to that Effedt. As this did not fatisfy me, the General fhewed me a Letter, which had been 
juft written to the Commandant of the Fort, requiring his Submiffion to his Orders, as Governor Ge¬ 
neral i and afterwards the General Letter, and Copy of His Majclly's Approbation to the Appointment 
of Mr. Wheler, defiring me to take Noticeof the Signature (pointing toG. K. in the Margin.) After 
1 had read thefe Papers, 1 laid, 1 'hat it appears by thefe Papers, that the Court of DireAors bad a 
DcGgn to appoint you Governor General, but as it docs not appear that they have adually done 
it, 1 muft decline tranflating the Paper you dcGre me to tranflate. I was ordered to withdraw, and 
afterwards called in again, and the Subftance of what I had laid was read to me. 

(Signed) J. H. D’Oyly. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do immediately tranfmit a Copy of the above Lrttef and Anfwer to 
Mr. Barwell. 

Adjourned till To-morrow. 


The Board being met by Adjournment, the Governor General lays before the Board the following, *» J“Wi a. m- 
Letter, received early this Morning from the Chief Jufticc and the other Judges. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, &c. Members of tlie 
Council. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

In confequente of your formal Requifition to affift you with our Advice, concerning the 
Office of Governor General 5 of Mr, Haftings’s public Declaration at your Revenue Board, where 
you dcfired us to allemble, that if wc were of Opinion that he had vacated the faid Office, he would 
acquiefee in it, and reciie to the Station of a private Man; and General Clavering and Mr. Francis 
having, in a Letter which wc received this Evening about Seven o’CIock, recited fuch Aifts as they 
had this Day done, and having laid before us the fevcral Papers, intituled as follows: 

N* I. Copy of the Poftfeript of a General Letter from the Court of Direftors, dated the 30th 
Oftober 1776. 

N® 2, Mr. Maclcane’s Letter to the Court of Diredlors, dated the lothOftobcr 1776. 

N® 3. A Memorial and Petition to His Majcfty. 

N*4. Lord Vifeount Weymouth's Letter to the Court of Direftors, dated 25th Oflober 
1776. 

N* 5. A Commiffion to Edward Wheler, Efquire, as one of the Council at Fort William in 
Bengal. 

N* 6 . His Majefty’s Approval of Mr. Wheler, as one of the Council in Bengal. 

N" 7. A Copy of a Letter from Mr. Haftings and Mr. Harwell, to General Clavering. 

Upon mature Confideration of the Papers fobmitted to us, wc are unanimoufly, clearly, and de¬ 
cidedly of Opinion, that the Place and Office of Governor General o( this Prcfidcncy has not yet 
been vacated by Mr. Haftings; and that the aftual Aflumption of the Government by the Member 
of the Council next in Succeffion to Mr. Haftings, in conrcquencc of any Deduction which can 
be made from the Papers communicated 10 us, would be abfolutely illegal; for the following 
Reafons. 

ift. Becaufe the Office of Governor General was conferred on Mr. Haftings by Aft of Parliament, 
and, according to the 1 enor of that Aft, can only be vacated by Death, Removal, or Refignation! 

That Mr. Haftings is not dead, is a notorious Faft; no Intention is manifefted, or Aft done by the 
Direftors, in the lead tending to his Removal; and wc are firmly of Opinion, th.'ii he hath not 
aftually refigned. 

2d. Colonel Maclcane’s Letter, the only Inftrument by which Mr. Haftings can by any one be 
conceived to have iclinquilhed hta Office, is in faft no Refignation, but a Notification of the Go-’ 

vernor 
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vcrtior General's Dclire to relign. HU Words are, fpeakihg of Mr. Haftings, " he has amhofizedi 
** empowered, and directed me to fignify to you, bis Dejire to rtfign his Office of Governor General 
** of Bengal, and to jrequeft your Nomination of a SucccBbr to the Vacancy which wrV/ be thereby 
'* occahoned in the ^Supreme Council.” He neither aflierts himfelf to be authorized, nor docs he 
take upon him in fa£t, to make an actual Kclignation} he only intimates an Intention of the Gover« 
nor, which is to take place in future; he does not requed a Nomination of a SucccITor to a Vacancy 
which he had by his Letter effie^ed, but to that which would in future be occafioned by Mr. 
Haftings’s carrying his Intent into Execution, and adually refigning. 

3d. The Diredors, by the Podfcript to their General ^tter, do not treat the a£l of Mr. Macleane 
as the Refignation of Mr. Haftings j they recite it only at a SigniHcation of Mr. Hadings’s D^re to 
reGgn-, nor do they confider a Vacancy as at that Tim<> exiding in the Council. Their Words are, 
♦* that they did nominate and appoint Edward Wheler, Elquire, to fucceed to the Office in the 
Council of Fort William in Bengal, u'h^h would become vacant (not which is or hath become vacant) 
** by the Refignation of Mr. Hadings which, in another Part of the fame Podfcript, they fay “ they 
** have unanimouOy rcfolved to accept’,” intending thereby to accept it, when it fhould be made. 

4th. That this, and no other, could be their Intention, is evinced b.yond the Poffibility of a Doubt, 
by their Memorial and Petition to the King; in which they intimate to His Majedy, that Mr. 
Hallings has caufed Nonce to be given to them, of bis Dejire to refign, not of his Refignation. So 
far were they from edeeming it an a£lual Refignation, that in the very next Sentence they exprefsly 
call it “ a propofed Refignation •,*’ their Words arc thefc, “ taking the faid propofid Refignation into 
“ Confidcration, they have nominated and appointed Edward Whelcr, Efquire, to fucceed to the 
laid Office in the laid Council, which will become vacant by the faid Refignation.’* 'I'he Words 
which immediately follow, “ if fuch Nomination (hall be approved of by Youi Majedy,” mud be 
referred to the Nomination and Appointment which they fay they have made’, to the Validity of 
fuch Nomination and Appointment the King’s Approbation is required by Law, but cannot pof- 
fibly relate to the intended Refignation, on which it could have no Kifcid. Without His Msijcdy’s 
Confent, the Direftors could not effe^lually appoint; but without His Majedy’s Confent, Mr. 
Hadings could refign. 

This Condrudlion does not depend upon the Recital alone»the very Prayer of the Petition is, that 
they may appoint in Succeffion to an Office, which is to become vacant in future by the Refignation of 
Mr. Hadings} and proves, that we have rightly applied the Words ‘‘ if fuch Nomination (hall be 
“ approved of by Your Majedy.” The Words of tw Prayer are thell-: “ Your Petitioners therefore 
mod humbly pray, that Your Majedy will be pleafed to fignify fuch Content by Your Majedy’s 
” Sign Manual, as by the faid Ait is required, .that the faid Edward Whelcr, Efquire, may be ap- 
“ pointed to fucceed to this Office, which will become vacant in the faid Council by the afonfaid Re- 
“ fignation of the fatd Warren Haftings,” 

5th. That Mr. Whcler was not appointed to a Vacancy then adtually made, was certainly under* 
dood by His M.ijedy’s Secretary of State, as well as by the Court of Dueilors. He likewife calls it 
a Succeffion to an Office, which will become vacant; and recognizes Mr. Hadings as Governor General 
at a Time fubfequent to the fuppofed Refignation. His Words arc “ the King is gracioufly pleafed 
to approve of your Nomination of Edward Whelcr, Efquire, to fucceed to the Office, which will 
** become vacant in the Council of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, in confequenceof the 
“ Rclignation of Warren HaJlingSt Efquire, Governor General.” 

6th. The CommilTion to Mr. Wheler is not framcil with any Idea of his being appointed to an 
Office then adkually vacant. That Indrument likewife recites fimply the Defire, not the Refigna¬ 
tion of Mr. Hadings 4 that Refignation and its Confequences are plainly confidcred as future Events. 
Mr. Whcler’s Exercife of his Fun61ions» and Receipt of his Salary, arc not to commence from the 
Date of the Indrument, from the Delivery of Mr. Macleanc’s Letter to the Direidois, from the No¬ 
tification thereof in Bengal, or from Mr. Wheler’s Arrival at Calcutta-, but from that future lime 
when the Office of one of the Council of this Prefidency (hall become vacant by Mr. Hadings’s 
Refignation. The refpeftivc Succeffions of General Clavering to the Office of Governor General, 
and of Colonel Monfon, Mr. Harwell, and Mr. Francis, to become the Three Senior Members of the 
Council, are not confidered as having adlually taken place, but as future Confequentes of a future 
Refignation. In fpeaking of the Appointment of Mr. Wheler, their Words arc thefe : “ Now know 
“ ye, that we, confidcring it to be expedient that the Office of the faid Council which will become 
“ vacant by the aforefaid Refignation of the faid Warren Haftings, Efquire, (hould be filled up and 
** fupplied as foon as may be, an<i repofing efpecial Trud and Confidence in the Fidelity, Prudence, 
Judice, and Circumipedtion, of Edward Wheler, Efquire, have nominated and appointed, and by 
“ thefc Prefents do (purfuant to the Powers veded in us, as Diredtors of the faid United Company, 
in and by the faid recited Adi of Parliament) nominate and appoint the faid Edward Whcler to be 
one of the Council of the faid Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, to take upon him, hold, 
** and enjoy the faid Office, with the Salary thereto belonging, fnm and immediately after the faid 
** Office of one of the Council of the faid Prefidency of Bengal, JbalL become vacant by the fatd Refignation 
■* of the jaid Warren Haftit^s.” I'hey recite the Succeffions necefi'arily confequent on the Refigna* 
tion, which they invariably confider as an Adi not done, but to be done, in the following Words t 
** And whtreas upon fuch Refignation of the faid Warren Hadings as aforefaid, the faid John Cla- 
*• vering, according to the Diredions of the faid recited Adt of Parliament, will fucceed to the 
•« laid Office of Governor General) and the faid George Monfon, Richard Barwcll, and Philip 

” Francis 
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•* Francis, toHl thereupon become the Three Senior ‘Members of the faid Council ” It is true, that 
in His Majefty’s Approbation of this Appointment, this Expreflion is ufcd, “ the Place and 
“ Office of one of the Counfcllors, &c. is faid to be avoided But this is no Averment of the Faft, 
which a Comparifon of all the Papers before us proves not to have ixifted. And had fuch a 
Fadk been erroneoufly averred, the Mifreprefentatton thereof to His Majefly would not in Law 
have vacated the Office ; Even Ixtters Patent under the Great Seal are void, where, by a falfe Re¬ 
cital of Fafts, His Majefty has been deceived in his Grant. His Majefty’s Sign Manual could only be 
meant to give, and could only give, a Sanction to fuch Appointment of Mr. Whcler as the Di¬ 
rectors had atftually madci and that appears to us to be only a proviftonal Nomination to an Office 
which is to be enjoyed on a future Contingency. 

yth. The Confideration of this Inftrument under the Sign Manual, naturally leads us to a Remark 
on the Notion, if any fuch Notion can have been conceived, that the Office in quettion is vacant by 
Removal. It moft clearly proves, that His Majefty neither confented to, nor had in Contemplation 
any Idea of a Removal; of this wc have not the linalleft Doubt; it recites, that the Office is faid to 
he avoided. To the Idea of Removal from an Office, it is neceflary that the Perfon to be removed 
fliould be in Pofteffion of it; and His Majefty’s Confent to the Ap[)ointmcnt of Mr. Wheler, contains 
a contrary, though erroneous Suppofition, that Mr. Haftings was not in Poflcfllon. 

8th. Bcfides the Papers laid before us by General Clavering anil Mr. Francis, you have been 
pleafed to communicate to us the Minutes of your Proceedings at a Revenue Board, alfembled this 
Morning, and alfo a Copy of a Deed under the Seal of the Company, dated on the 25th of March 
1774, whereby they confer on Mr. Haftings the Command ot the Fort and Garrilbn of Fort William, 
and of all Forces employed in the Town of Calcutta. Of the Revenue Board, it is almoft unne- 
ceffary to fay that the Proceedings of this Morning mu'.l be legal, if our Opinion concerning the 
Governor General’s Right of Poffeflion be not erroneous. The Military CommilTion there would be 
no Occafion to mention, if it were not for an additional Argument which it affords to fliew, th.it the 
Court of Dirciftors could not have confidcred Mr. Haftings as out of Office, and General Clavering as 
then in Poffcffion of the Government: For fince the Prefidents of Foit William formerly, and the 
prefent Governor General, have conflantly and uniformly received I'ome Military Commiffions at their 
Appointments or Succcfllons to their refpedive Offices; and Gncc the Military Command conferred 
on General Clavering by the Eaft India Company in the Year 1774, nnift have been fuppoled by 
the Couit of Directors to have devolved on Colonel Monlbn, if they had confidereil General CJavcr- 
ing as then promoted to the Office of Governor General; it Is rcafonable to believe, that if no fuch 
Commiffion has been fent to General Clavering, it was omitted only becaulc he was not fuppofed to 
be Governor; and no fuch Commiffion has been communicated to us by the General. 

9th. Another Argument which ftrikes us moft forcibly, is, that the Couit of Direftors, aided as 
they are by the beft legal Advice, mud have known, that if Mr. Haftings had in Odober laft 
vacated his Office of Governor General, he could have had no legal Voice in the Council here, and 
that every A£l done by the Governor General and Council, from that Time to the prefent, to which 
he was a Party, might be illegal, or at Icaft highly quettionablc: As the Court of Dircdlors mult 
have fuppofed him abting in Council all that Time, we cannot believe that they would have ac¬ 
cepted a Refignation to take place from the Delivery of Mr. Maclcanc’s Letter, which might in¬ 
volve both the Property of many Individuals and their own Affairs in the utmoft Confufion. 

We have ^iven the Papers and Subjeft a Confideration which has taken up feveral Hours, 
wilhing to deliver fuch an Opinion as, from the Reafoning of it, not from its Authority, might claim 
Weight fufficient to prevent the fatal Confcqucnces ot a divided Government; but wc do aflure 
you, that none of the Time hath been taken up by fettling a Difference in Opinion; there is not 
one Point in which, from the fiift: to the laft, wc have not entirely concurred ; we tranfmit it on 
ftrong Hopes, that it may have that Effeft, the Confideration of which could only have led us to 
deliver any Opinion at all; and, molt ardently praying to God, that it may avert the Mtfehiefs 
which feem to impend over the Eaft India Company and this Country, 

Wc have the I lonour to be, Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Your moft obedient and very humble Servants, 

Fort William, E. Impey, 

the 20ih Day of June 1777. Rob‘ Chambers, 

John Hyde, 

S. C. Lemaiftre, 

Received tlie following Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire. 

Sir, 

You arc already apprized of our Intentions to addrefs a Letter to the Judges of the Suprenaic 
Court of Judicature, on the Subjeft of the Difpatches received on Thurfday laft from the Ho¬ 
nourable Court of Direftors; a Copy of that Letter is in the Hands of the Secretary, s^o will 
lay it before you. 

We have this Morning received an Anfwer from the Judges; of the Contents of which, wc 
take for granted, you are duly apprized by themfelves. 

We have now the Honour to cnclofc to you a Copy of our Reply to the Judges, that you might 
Ssi,.Com.Rep.IX. [r] ^ ^ have 
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have the earlieft Information of our Intention to acquiefce in their Opinion on the SubjeA of out 
Appeal to their Judgment and Authority. 


Calcutta, 
aift June 1777. 


have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient humble Servants, 

(Signed) J. Clavering, 
P. Francis. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight* Chief Juftice, 

Rob' Chambers, Efquire, 

Step" Caefar Lemaiftrc, Efquire, * 

John Hyde, Efquire, 

Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

Honourable Sirs, 

We are to acknowledge the Honour of your Letter, dated laft Night, and to return you our 
Thanks for the Trouble you have taken in confidering the Papers which we took the Liberty of 
tranfmitting to you, and for the explicit Opinion with which you have favoured us thereupon. 

Having appealed to your Judgment and Authority, we do not hefuate to acquiefce in your unani¬ 
mous, clear, and decided Opinion upon theSubjeft of that Appeal; and we think it incumbent on 
us to give you the earlieft Information of our Intentions in this RcfjjeiJl, that you may be at once 
relieved from any Apprchenfion which a Doubt on this Point might fugged to you. 

In order to clear and defend, as far as may be, the fcvcral Steps taken by us Ycdcrday, and not 
with any View of purfuing thofc Steps, or of controverting the Arguments contained in your Letter, 
we lhall take an early Opportunity of dating to you the Grounds and R« afons on which our Opi¬ 
nion was founded, “ that the Office of Governor General had, both in Right and Fa6f, devolved 
“ to General Clavering;” and we mid, that whether they may be fufficient or not to imprefs on 
the Minds of others the fame Conviftion which they have left on ours, they will appear to have 
fome Weight, and to deferve Ibmc Degree of Confideration. 

Wc have the Honour to be, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Fort William, Your mod obedient and mod humble Servants, 

aid June 1777. (Signed) J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 


Agreed, That the Governor General do acknowledge the Receipt of it, in the following Terms: 


Gentlemen, 

I have received your Letter, which you did me the Honour to write this Day, with the inclofcd 
Copy of your Letter to the Chief Judice and the other Judges, 

Rcfolvcd, That the Secretary do write an Order to the Secretary, Mr. Auriol, to fend us a Copy 
of the Proceedings held in the Council Room Yederday by General Clavering and Mr. Francis, in 
Confcqucncc of the Summons iffued by General Clavering, 

Adjourned till the Evening. 


«1Jude,r.M. 


The Board being met agreeably to Adjournment. 

Read Mr. Secretary Auriol’s Letter, with the Minutes of General Clavcring and Mr. Francis. 


Sir, 


To Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 


In Compliance with your Rcquifition of this Day, I now tranfmit you Copies of the Minutes 
made Yederday in the Council Room by General Clavering and Mr. Francis, in confequcncc of the 
Summons iffued by the former; and of the Papers therein mentioned. 

I am, Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 


Council Clumber, 
2ift June 1777. 


J. P. Auriol, 
Secretary. 


At a Council; PRESENT, 


Lieutenant General John Clavering, who takes the Oath of Governor General; 
Philip Francis, Efquire. 


Read again the General Letter received Yefterday from the Honourable Court of Direftors. 

Read the fdllowing Letter from General Clavering to the Secretary: 

To James P. Auriol, Efquire, Secretary to the Supreme Council, &c. &c. 

In confequcncc of the Letter frofltt the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date th* ^oth 
' - e Odober 
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October 1776, received and read Ycfterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, that 
Warren Hallings, Elquire, had refigncd the Office of Governor General of Bengal •, that the Ho¬ 
nourable Court of Directors had accepted fuch Refignation 5 and that the Vacancy thereby created 
had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Whcler, Elquire, nominated and appointed by 
the Court ot Dircftors, and approved of by His Majcfty, in the Manner and according to the Forms 
preferibed by Law; and another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. Peter Michcll, 
Secretary to the Honounrf)lc Court of Direftors, having allb been received and read Yelkrday in 
Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranfmicted of the inftrument under His Majefty’s Sign 
Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of O^fober 1776, by which His Majcfty confents to and ap¬ 
proves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Whcler, F.fquire, to the 
Place and Office of one of the Counfcllors of the (Governor General and Council, avoided by my 
Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General; I do hereby order and tlired you to ifllic, 
immediately, a Summons in my Name, as Governor General, to Ricliard Barwell and Philip Francis, 
Efquircs, to attend a Meeting of the Council at the Council Hoiife, at Eleven o’Clock, this Fore¬ 
noon, for the fpecial Purpofe of iffuing the ncceflary Dircftions for proclaiming the Change in the 
Government, and for giving Inch other Ordcis and Dirciftions as may be ncctflary thereupon. 

1 am, Sir, &c. &c. 

Friday Morning, (Signed) J, Clavering. 

20th June 1777. 

I’hc Secretary informs the Board, that he iffird the Summonfes above dircifted, and that they 
were accordingly delivered to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis. 

The Governor General having taken the cuftomary Oath, aflcimes the Chair. 

Refolved, 'I'hat the Shcrift' be ordered to attend immediately. 

Rcfolvcd, That the following Proclamation be made by the Sheriff, attended by his Officers, this 
Afternoon at Five o’clock, at the Court Houfc; 

PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas by an Afl of Parliament, paffed in the'rhiitccnth Year of the Reign of His prefent 
Majetty, intituled, “ An Adt for cftablilhing certain Regulations for tlic better iVlaii.i'’einent of 
“ the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” it is, among other 'J lungs, 
FnadedjThat the Honourable Warren Il.»fting.s,Efquire, be conftituted Governor General, ami Lieute¬ 
nant General John C’lavcring, the Honourable George Monfon, Richard Barwell, and Bhilip Francis, 
Lfquires, Counlcllors, of the Prt fulency of Fort William in Bengal, and its Depciulencies: And 
whereas it is further provided bv the faid Aft, that in cafe of the Avoidance of ilie Office of Go¬ 
vernor General, by Death, Refignation, or Removal, his Place fhall, as often as the Calc* ftiall 
happen, be fupplied by the Perlon in the Council who ftand.s next in Rank to fuch Governor Ge¬ 
neral : Anil whereas by a J.,ctter from the Honourable the Court of Direftors of tlie Honourable 
the United Eaft India Company, under Date the 30th Oftober 1776, received and read Ycfterday in 
Council, this Government is informed, that Warren Haftings, Flqiiire, had refigned the Office of 
Governor General of Bengal, that the Honourable the Court of Direftors had accepted fuch Re- 
fignatiun, and that the Vacancy thereby created had been filled up by the Appointment ot Edward 
Whcler, Ffquire, nominated and appointed by the Court of Direftors, and approved of by His 
Majcfty, in the Manner and according to the Forms preferibed by Law : And whereas another 
Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Peter Michell, Ffquire, Secretary to the Honourable 
the Court of Direftors, was alfo received and read Yefterday in Council, in wliich an aitefled Cojiy 
is tranfmitted of the inftrument under His Majdly’s Sign Manual, bearing Date* the 26th Day of 
Oftober 1776, by which His Majcfty confents to, approves, and ronfirms the .ibove-mentioned 
Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wlielcr, Ffquire, to the Place and Office of one of the 
Counlcllors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by the Promotion of John Clavering, 
Efquire, to the Place and Office of Governor Cicncral: And whereas, 111 conl'ccpicnce of the laid 
Refignation of Warren Haftings, Elquire, anil of the faid Appointment of Edward Whcler, Efquiie, 
the Government of the Prefidcncy of Foit William in Bengal, with all the Powers and Authorities 
thereunto belonging, are now by Law vefted in the Honourable John Clavcring, Ffquire, Governor 
General, and Richard Barwell, Philip Francis, and Edward Whcler, Klqiures, (on his Arrival in 
Bengal) Counlcllors, the Honourable Colonel George Monlbn being dccc.-ifcd : It is hereby pro¬ 
claimed, that the Powers vefted in the faid Governor General and Council do commence and take 
place from the Date of this Proclamation. Dated in Fort William this 20th Day of June 1777. 

By Order of the Honourable the Governor General and Council. 

Agreed, That the Governor General be requefted to order a Guard to attend upon the Sheriff 
during this Ceremony. 

Ordered, That the Proclamation be tranflated into the Perfian and Bengal Languages •, that it be 
parted up in the ufual public Places; and that Copies be circulated to the Foreign Prcfidencies, tfie 
Provincial Councils, Subordinates, and Commandants of each Station of the Army, and that the 
Judges and Board of Trade be likcwife furnifhed with Copies. 

^ Refolved, 
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Refolvedt That the Governor General be requefted to notify this Change in the Government of 
this Prefidency to all the Country Powers, in the ufual Manner. The Commandants of Stations to 
be informed, that they are to iranfmit their Returns to the Governor General, till a Succeflbr to the 
Commander in Chief be appointed from the Court of Directors. 

The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter, which he has juft now 
received. 


To Lieutenant General Clavering. 

Sir, 

The Governor General in Council, legally and regularly aftembled, has laid before us a Letter 
of this Date, received by him at the Board from you, exprefling, “ that in confequence of the Letter 
** from the Honourable Court of Directors, under Date the goth October 1776, received and read 
“ Ycftcrday in Council, by which this Government is informed, th^t Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
** had refigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal % that the Honourable Court of Directors 
** had accepted fuch Rcfignation, and that the Vacancy thereby created in the Council had been 
** filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wbeler, Efquire, nominated and appointed by the Court 
“ of Directors, and approved of by His Majefty, in the Manner and according to the Forms 
“ preferibed by Law j and another, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. Peter Michell, Se- 
“ cretary to the Honourable Court of Directors, having alfo been received, and read Ycftcrday in 
“ Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranfmiitcd of the Inftrumcni under His Majefty’s Sign 
“ Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of October 1776, by which His Majefty contents to and 
“ approves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wilder, Efquire, 
to the Place and Office of one of the Counfcllors of the Governor General and Council, avoided 
“ by your Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General •, you, m virtue of the 
Right and Authority now by Law vefted in you, require that he will be plcafed to Kirrender 
“ to you the Keys of Fort William, and of the Company’s Treafuries now in his Pofleflion : 

That you will be at the Council Houfe at 12 o’clock this Day, where you underftand it has 
been ufual for the former Governors of this Prefidency to furrendcr the Keys to their SuccefTors j 
“ but if it fhould not be .igiecable to him to meet you there, that you leave it in his Option, to take 
“ any other fuitable Method of complying with this Requifuion that he may prefer j provided that 
“ it be done in the Courfe of the prefent Day.” 

In Anfwer to which, we have thought it incumbent on us to inform you, that we know of no 
Aft or inftrument by which the Place and Offices of Warren Haftings, as Governor General, are 
vacated, nor by which they have aftually devolved on you i and that we are refolved to affert and 
maintain, by every legal Means, the Authority and Truft which have been repofed in him by the igih 
Aft of His prefent Majefty, intituled, “An Aft for cftablifhing certain Regulations for the better 
Management of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” and 
by a Deed of Government, under the Hands of the Honourable the Court of Direftors, and the Seal 
of the United Eaft India Company, until the fame lhall be avoided by his Refignation or Death, or 
by the exprefs Command of His Majefty, His Heirs and SuccefTors ; without which, it is declared, 
that he fhall not be removable. 

We have the Honour, &c. 

Revenue Department, Signed Warren Haftings, 

aoih June 1777. Richard Barwell. 

The Governor acquaints the Board, that having fent a fimilar Letter to that firft entered on this 
Day’s Proceedings to Mr. Sumner, the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, direfting him to 
fiimmon a Meeting of the Council in that Department at One o’Clock this Day, and to require the 
Roy Royan to give his Attendance as ufual, he has received the fo^owing Anfwer from him. 


To Lieutenant General John Clavering. 

Sir, 

Having been honoured with the Receipt of your Commands of this Date at the Board, I am 
commanded by Warren Haftings* Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire, to 
write you in reply, that the Governor General and Mr. Barwell being met in Council, in confequence 
of the Summons regularly iffued for that Purpofc by the Governor General, do, being the Majority 
of the Council, require your Attendance, in virtue of that Authority. 

1 have the Honour, &c. 

Revenue Department, Signed Richard Sumner, 

aothjunc 1777. Secretary. 


The Affiftant Secretary reports to the Board, That having taken the above Proclamation to the 
Perfian Tranflator’s Office to be tranflated, according to the Orders of the Board, the Ptrfian 
Tranflator refufed to tranflate it^ without written Orders for that Purpofe from the Governor General 
and Council. 


Ordered, 
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Ordered, That he be immediately required to attend. 

The Perfian Tranflator attending, is aiked. If he refufed to trandatc the above-mentioned Procla¬ 
mation ? and replies. That he did, as he thought it neceflary to be furnilhed with a formal Order 
from tlic Governor General and Council for his Authority. Having been allowed to perufc the 
Paragraphs of the General Letter from the Court of Direftors, and the Copy of the Inftrumenc 
figned by the King; he fays, That he thinks it appears by thefc Documents, that the Court of Direc¬ 
tors did intend to appoint General Clavering Governor General, but that he is not fatislicd that fuch 
Appointment has yet taken place. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letters, which he has received this Inftant. 


Sir, 


To J. P. Auriol, Efquire, Secretary to the Council General. 


We direft you not to iffue any Summons for the Meeting of Council, but by the Authority of 
Warren Haftings, Efquire, the Governor General •, nor any Orders nor Direftions to any Perfon or 
Perfons whatfoever, without the legal Authority of the faid Governor General, or the Majority of the 
Council fo alTemblcd. 

We are, &c. 

Revenue Department, Warren Haftings, 

20th June 1777. (^'gneo; Richard Harwell. 


To Ja' P. Auriol, Efquire, 

Sir, 

I am ordered by the Governor General and Council to require, that you will fend immediately the 
Difpatchcs from Europe received Yeftcrday, and read and recorded in the Proceedings of your De¬ 
partment. 

I am, &c. 

20th June 1777. (Signed) Richard Sumner, 

Secretary. 

The Secretary alfo lays before the Board his Anfwers to thefe Letters, which he has prepared ac¬ 
cording to their Orders and Approbation, as follows: 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, and to Richard Barwell, Efquire. 

Gentlemen, 

I have this Inftant been honoured with your Commands, “ not to illbe any Summons for' the 

Meeting of Council, but by the Authority of Warren Haftings, Efquire, the Governor General, 
“ nor any Orders nor Diredlions to any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, without the legal Authority 
“ of the faid Governor General, or the Majority of the Council fo aflemblcd.** 1 beg Leave to 
acquaint you, that previous to the Receipt of thefc Commands, 1 had iffued Summonfes to Mr. 
Barwell and Mr. Francis to meet General Clavering in Council, in confcqucncc of Direftions which 
I received from him this Morning, requiring me to iffue them in his Name, as Governor General. 

I take the Liberty to enclofe a Copy of General Clavering’s Letter to me on this Occafion, which 
I hope will be fufficient to juftify my Conduct in your Opinion ; for although I had feen the Ge¬ 
neral Letters referred to by General Clavering, I could not prclume, for my own Part, to form any 
Judgment on the Fafbs which he has colleAedfrom them} I therefore thought it my Duty to com¬ 
ply with his Deftre. 

I have the Honour, See. 

20 June 1777. (Signed) Ja' P. Auriol, 

Secretary.- 


To Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

Sir, 

1 have this Inftant received your Application for the Difpatchcs from Europe received Yeftcrday i 
in anfwcr to which I am to acquaint you, that they are in the Poffeflion of General Clavering, to 
whom I delivered them this Morning, in coniequence of his Requifition. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Ja' P. Auriol, 

Secretary. 

Mr. Barwell comes into the Council Room. Being queftioned whether he meant to take his Place ? 
he declined giving any Anfwcr. It is ncceffary to record, that he made a Demand, as a Member of 
the Council, for the Letters and Papers received Yeftcrday from the Court of Dire£lors ; and being 
told that they could not be fpared from the Board, after repeating his Demand in different Quef- 
tions to the fame Import, he withdrew. 

Sei,. Com. Rsp. IX. [f] 


To 
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To Ja* -P. Aufiol, Efqiiire. 

Sir, 

I am dircftcd by the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General and Council, 
again to make Application to you for the original Letters and Papers received Yefterday from the 
Court of Direftors, and to acquaint you, that if they are in the PolTeifion of any Member of the 
Board, you are required to demand them from him, informing him that the Governor General 
wilhes to fubmit them to the Judges of the Supreme Court, for their Opinion upon them, by which 
it is his Determination to abide i and the Chief Juftice and the Three other Judges are accordingly 
alTemblcd at the Council Houfe in this Department, for that Purpofe. 

aoih June 1777. (Signe^) R^ Sumner, Sec'^ 

Ordered, That the following Reply be font to him. 


To Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary, &c. 

Sir, 

In Reply to your further Application for the original Letters and Papers received Yefterday from 
the Court of Direftors, I am ordered by General Clavering, as Governor General, and Mr. Francis, 
to defire that you will be pleafed to inform the Judges, that they are now preparing an Addrefs to 
them, with refpeft to the Conduft they have purfu^ fince the Receipt of the above Letters, which 
they conceive have divefted Mr. Haftings of the Office of Governor General; and that it is their 
Intention to fend them all the Letters and Papers as foon as this Letter to the Judges can be finiflied, 
which will be in a Couple of Hours} they hope, therefore, that the Judges will be pleafed to deter¬ 
mine among themfclvcs, at what Place and Hour, in the Courfe of this Evening, they will receive 
the above Papers, and take them into their ferious Conftderation, without the Prefence of any 
Member of the late or prefent Adminiftration. 

aoth June 1777. I am, &c. 

(Signed) Ja* P. Auriol, Sec'^ 


The Board taking into mature Conftderation the above Letter from Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, 
refolve to make the following Addrefs to His Majefty’s Judges of the Supreme Court. 


To Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, &c. Puifne Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

Honourable Sirs, 

We have the Honour to inform you, that a Packet arrived Yefterday from the Court of Direftors, 
addrefled to the Governor General and Council, containing the enclofed Poftfeript, dated the 30th 
of Oftober 1776, to their General Letter of 45th of the fame Month, with fundry other Papers re¬ 
lative to the kcfignation of Mr. Haftings of the Office of Governor General, and to the Nomina¬ 
tion and Appointment of Mr. Wheler to the Seat in the Council avoided by the above Ucfignatioii 
of Mr. Haftings, and confequent Promotion of General Clavering to the Place and Office of 
Governor General. 

We have alfo the Honour to inform you, that a Letter was received Yefterday from the Secretary 
of the Court of Direftors, dated the 15th November laft, in which the inclofed attefted Copy is 
tranfmitted, of an Inftrument under His Majefty’s Sign Manual, dated the 26th Oftober, by which 
His Majcfty confents to, approves, and confirms the abovementioned Nomination and Appointment 
of Mr. Wheler. Thefe fcveral Papers were Yefterday read in Council, and as foon as they were read 
the Council broke up-, though, regularly, as we conceive, the Surrender of the Chair, and of the Keys 
of the Fort, fhould have been immediately made to General Clavering. Confiderations of Refpeft to 
Mr. Haftings induced General Clavering to wait a reafonable Time for the formal Surrender of the 
Government to him •, but Mr. Haftings having made no Communication whatfoever to General 
Clavering before Ten o’Clock :h^s Morning, the General thought it incumbent upon him to fend 
a formal Requifition in Writing t6 Mr. Haftings, of the Keys of the new Fort and of the Treafuries; 
in Anfwer to this Requifition, he has received a I.etter, figncd by Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, 
in which they fay, “ they know of no Aft or Inftrument by which the Place and Office of Mr. 
“ Haftings, as Governor Gene^'a!, are vacated, nor by which they have aftually devolved on General 
“ Claveringi and that they are refolvedto aflert and maintain, by every legal Means, the Authority arid 
“ Trull which have been repofed in Mr. Haftings by the 13th Aft of His prefent Majefty.” Before 
the Receipt of this Letter, General Clavering had ordered the Secrctaiyto the Council to ifluc a 
Summons to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis, to meet him in Council this Day, for the efpecial Pur- 
^ofe of ilTuingthe neceffary Direftions for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for ifluing 
fuch other Orders and Direftions as might be neceffary thereupon. 

Mr. Francis complied with the Summons iffued in the Name of General Clavering as Governor 

General j 
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General} who, upon the Meeting of the Board at o'Clock this Day, took the Oaths as Gover¬ 
nor General. Other Orders, preparatory to the Proclamation, were then dircfled to be made out; but 
no Aft of Government has yet ilTued from us as a Board. 

In this Situation, the Reprefentation of which we doubt not will fill you with the greateft Surprize 
and Alarm, we have thought it prudent and necclfary to ftate the foregoing Fafts to you: We 
would not be underltood to fubmit any Doubts to you concerning the lawful Promotion of General 
Clavering to the Chair, fince we ourfclves entertain none •, but when we confider the fatal Confe- 
qucnccs that muft unavoidably attend a Claim and aftual Aflumption of the Government, by the 
Member of Council next in Succefiion to Mr. Haftings, and a pofitive Refufal of Mr. Hailings to 
furrender the Place and Office of Governor General, which we conceive the Letter, figned by Mr. 
Barwell and him, does amount to (which Letter we have the Honour to enclofe to you) we are 
content to recede thus far from the ftrift Rights vefted in us, as a Majority of the prefent Admi- 
niftration, rather than hazard any of thofc Confcquenccs, in the Hope, that by an Appeal to your 
Judgment and Authority, it may be poffible to prevent them. We beg Leave to cnclofc to you all 
the Papers received Yefterday, and requeft that when you Ihall have formed your Opinion thereupon, 
they may be returned to General Clavering. 

We have the Honour, &c. 

20th June 1777. (Signed) J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 

Refolved, That all the Orders, minuted in this Day’s Proceedings, be fufpended for the 
prefent. 

Examined from the (A true Copy) 

original Papers, Ja*. P. Auriol, Secretary. 

CW" Atkinfon,! 
i A. L. Gilbert, } Examiners. 

Ordered, That Application be made to the Secretary, Mr. Auriol, for the Drafts of the Letters to 
the Foreign Prcfidcncies, the Provincial Councils, Subordinates/and Commanding Officers at the 
feveral Stations of the Army, exprefTed in the Minutes of the Proceedings of General Clavering and 
Philip Francis, Efquire, to have been written on the Minutes, by the Words, “ The following 

Letters,” but which Letters are not entered in the Copy fent us by Mr. Secretary Auriol. 

Read the following Letter from Captain Campbell: 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, See. Council, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I am honoured with your Commands of this Dace, which lhall be ftriftly attended to.' 

aoth June 1777. 1 am, &c. 

W" Campbell, Captain, 

Commanding at Budge Budge.' 

Read the following Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Muir: 

To the Honourable Warren Hailings, Efquire, Governor General, Commander in Chief of the 
Garrifon of Fort William, See. &c. Council. 

Gentlemen, 

Your Letter of the aoth Inllanc I had the Honour of receiving late lad Night, acquainting me 
that ** General Clavering having thought proper to claim the Office of Governor General, and to 
“ require from the Honourable Warren Hailings, Efquire, Governor General, and Commander in 

Chief of the Garrifon of Fort William, the Surrender of the Keys thereof.” 

No public Notice being fignified to me to authorize General Clavering’s Demand, the ftrifteft At¬ 
tention lhall be paid to the Indruftions contained in your Letter to me of Yefterday. 

Cantonments, I have, &c. 

Baruckpore, Muir, 

June aift 1777. Lieutenant Colonel Commanding. 

Agreed, That the Board do adjourn till To-morrow Morning. 


22d June. 

The Board being met agreeably to Adjournment j The Secretary lays before them the following 
Licttcr received from Mr. Auriol, Secretary to the General Department. 


To 
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To Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

Sir, 

The Letters to the Foreign Prefidencies, Provincial Councils, &c. were only minuted to be 
written, but no Drafts were adtually made. 

I am, &c. 

Fort William, Your moft obedient Servant, ** 

2 ift June 1777. (Signed) Ja'P. Auriol, 

Refolved, That Copies of the Judges Letter of the 20th Inftant be Tent in Circulation to the 
Provincial Councils, Collcftors, Refidents, and Commanding Officers, with the following Letters j 
and that the latter be diredted to publilh t^ fame in general Orders. 

ctfcuiir Letter. Whctcas General Clavering has thought proper to aflume to himfelf the Title, Place, and Office 
of Governor General of this Prefidency, and has done Adis appertaining only to the Perfon lawfully 
holding that Station; we thought it neceffary to fubmit to the Confidcration of the Chief Jufticc and 
the other Judges, the Proceedings which were held on this Occafion by the Board legally afTcmbled; 
and General Clavering and Mr. Francis having tranfmitted to the Judges the fcveral Papers received 
from the Honourable the Court of Dircdlors, on which the Office of Governor General had been 
affiimed by General Clavering we herewith tranfmit you a Copy of their Opinion, for your Infor* 
tnation and Guidance. 

To the Commanding Officers, the following Addition: “And we diredl you to publilh it in 
“ General Orders with this Letter.” 

Read again the following Papers, 

Letter from General Clavering to the Governor General, dated the aoth June 1777. 

Warren Haflings, Efquire. 

Sir, Fort William, 20th June 1777.' 

In confequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Dircdlors, under Date the 30th 
Odlober 1776, received and read Yellerday in Council i by which this Government is informed that 
Warren Haflings, Efquire, had refigncd the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Ho¬ 
nourable Court of Dircdlors had accepted fuch Refignaiion; and that the Vacancy thereby created in 
the Council had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, nominated and 
appointed by the Court of Dircdlors, and approved of by His Majclly, in the Manner and ac¬ 
cording to the Forms prcicribed by Law; and another Letter, dated 13th November 1776, from 
Mr. Percr Michell, Secretary to the Honourable Court of Dircdlors, having'alfo been received, and 
read Yeflerday in Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranfmitted of the Inftrumcnt, under His 
Majefty’s Sign Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of Odlober 1776, by which His Majcfty confents 
to and approves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, 
to the Place and Office of one of the Counfellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by 
my Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General: 1 am, Sir, in virtue of the Right and 
Authority now by Law vtfted in me, to require that you will be pleafed to furrender to me the 
Keys of Fort William, and of the Company’s Trcaforics, now in your Poffeffion. 

I lhall be at the Council Houfc at Twelve o’Clock this Day, where 1 underftand it has been ufual 
for the former Governors of this Prcfidcncy to furrender the Keys to their Succcflbrs; but if it 
fiiould not be agreeable to you to meet me there, I leave it to your Option to take any other fuitable 
Method of complying with this Requifition that you may prefer, provided that it be done in the Courfe 
of the prefent Day. 

1 have the Honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your moll obedient, and 

moft humble Servant, 

J. Clavering.’ 

Read the letter from General fclavering James Peter Auriol, Efquire, Secretary to the Council 
in the Generj] Department; dated the 20th June 1777. 


To J, P. Auriol, Liqoire, Secretary to the Supreme Council, &c, &c. &c.' 

Sir, 

In confequence of the Letter from the Honourable the Court of Dircdlors, under Date the 30th 
Odlober 1176, received and read Ycfterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, that 
Warren Haftings, Efquire, had rtftgntd the Office of Governor General of Bengal j that the Ho¬ 
nourable 
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nourable the Court of Dircftors had accepted foch Refignation •, and that the Vacancy thereby 
treated bad been filled up by the Appointment of Edw' Whekr, Eiquire, Rominaced and appointed 
by the Court of Direfbors, and approved of by His Majefty, in the Manner and accoiding to the 
Forms preferibed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. P. Michcil, 
Secretary to the Honourable Court of Direftors, having alfo been received, and read Yederday in 
Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranlmitted of the Inftromcnt under His Majelly’s Sign Ma¬ 
nual, bearing Date the a6thO£lober 1776, by which His Majefly conlcnts to and approves of the 
above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edw' Whelcr, Efquire, to the Place and Office of 
one of the Counfellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by my PromoLon to the Place 
and Office of Governor General: 

I do hereby order and direft you toifiue, immediately, a Summons in my Name as Governor Ge¬ 
neral, to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Efquires, to attend a Meeting of the Council at the 
Council Houfe, at j i o’Clock this Forenoon, for the fpccial Purpofe of ifliimg the neceflary Direc¬ 
tions for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for giving fuch other Orders and Dircefions 
as may be necelTary thereupon. 

1 am, Sir, 

Friday Morning, Your mod obedient Servant, 

20th June 1777. (Signed) J. Clavering. 

A true Copy. 

(jigned) J. P. Auriol, 

Secretary. 

Read the Letter from General Clavering to Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary to the Council in 
the Revenue Department, dated the aoth June 17.77. 

To Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

Sir, 

In confcquence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Direftors, under Date the 3d of Oc¬ 
tober 1776, received and read Ycfterday in Council, by which this Government is informed that 
Warren Haftings, Efquire, had refigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal} that the Ho¬ 
nourable Court of Dircdlors had accepted fuch Relignation •, and that the Vacancy thereby created 
had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, nominated and appointed by 
the Court of Diredtors, and approved of by His Majefty, in the Manner and according to the Forms 
preferibed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. P. Michell, Se¬ 
cretary to the Honourable Court of Diredors, having allb been received, and read Ycfferday in 
Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranfmitted of the Inftrumeni under His M.ijefty\ Sign 
Manual, bearing Date the 26th Day of Odober 1776, by which His Majefty confents to and ap¬ 
proves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, to the 
Place and Office of one of the Counfellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by my 
Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General: 

I do hereby order and dired you to ifllic, immediately, a Summons in my Name, as Governor Ge- 
ncra], to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Efquires, to attend a Meeting of the Governor General 
and Council in their Revenue Department, at the Revenue Board, at One o’Clock in the Afternoon 
of this Day. 

You will alfo dired the Roy Royan to give his Attendance, as ufual. 

1 am. 

Council Chamber, Sir, 

aoth June 1777, Your moft obedient Servant, 

(Signed) J. Ciavermg. 

Read the Letter from J. P. Auriol, Efquire, Secretary to the Board in the General Department, 
to Richard Barwell, Efquire } dated the aoth June 1777. 

Sir, 

I am direded by John Clavering, Efquire, as Governor General of this Prefidency, to requeft tliat 
you will meet him in Council at u o’Clock this Forenoon, for the fpecial Purpofe of ilfuing the ne¬ 
ceflary Ordeis for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for iffuing fuch other Orders 
and Diredions as may be neceflary thereupon. 

I am, with Refped, Sir, 

Friday Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

aoth June 1777. J. P. Auriol, Secretary. 

Read the Minutes of the Pfoceedings of General Clavering and Philip Francis, Efquire, at a 
Meeting, declared to be a Meeting of the Governor General and Council, held by a Summons if- 
fued by General CUveritig as Governor General, on the aoth Inftant. 


[t] 


Sei.. Com. Rep. 1K« 


At 
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KriJay, 
soih June. 


At a Councili PRESENT, 

Lieutenant General John Clavering, who takes the Oath of Governor General, 

Philip Francis, Efquire. 

Read again the General Letter received Yefterday from the Honourable the Court of Direftors, 

Read the following Letter from General Clavering to the Secretary. 

To J. P. Auriol, Efquire, Secretary to the Supreme Council, &c. &c. 

Sir, 

In confcquence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of Direftors, under Date the 30th Oc¬ 
tober 1776, received and read Yefterday in Council, by which this Government is informed, that 
"Warren Haftings, Efquire, had refigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal •, that the Ho- 
nourable Court of Dircftors had accepted fuch Refignation; and that the Vacancy thereby created, 
had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Whelcr, Efquire, nominated and appointed by 
the Court of Directors, and approved of by His Majcfty, in the Manner and according to the Forms 
preferibed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. Peter Michell, Se¬ 
cretary to the Honourable Court of Direftors, having alfo been received and read Yefterday in 
Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranfmitted of the Inftriiment under His Majefty's Sign Manual, 
bearing Date the a6th Day,6f October 1776, by which His Majelly confents to and approves of the 
above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Whcler, Efquire, to the Place and Office 
of one of the Counfcllors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by my Promotion to the 
Place and Office of Governor General: 

I do hereby order and direft you to iffuc infmediately a Summons in my Name, as Governor 
General, to Richard Barwell and Iffiilip Francis Efquircs, to attend a Meeting of the Council at the 
Council Houfe, at ii o’Clock this Forenoon, for the fpecial Purpofe of iflliing the neceflary Di- 
redions for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for giving fuch other Orders and Di- 
regions as may be neceflary thereupon. 

Friday Morning, I am, Sir, &c. 

20th June 1777. (Signed) J. Clavering, 

The Secretary informs the Board that he iflTued the Summonfes above direded, and that they were 
accordingly delivered to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis. 

The Governor General having talccn the cuftoma^ Oath, affumes tlic Chair, 

Refolvcd, That the Sheriff 1 ^ ordered to attend immediately. 

Refolved, That the following Proclamation be made by the Sheriff, attended by his Officers, this 
Afternoon at Five o’clock, at the Court Houfe. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas by an Afl of Parliament, pafS^l in the 13th Year of the Reign of His prefent Majcfty, 
intituled, “ An Adt for cftablifhing certain Regulations for the better Management of the Afflnrs of 
“ the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” it is, among other Things, Hnadled, That 
tlic Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, be conftiiuted Governor General, and Lieutenant Gene¬ 
ral John Clavering, the Honourable George Monfon, Richard Barwell, and Philip Francis, Efquire, 
Counfcllors of the Prcfidcncy of Fort William in Bengal, and its Dependencies: And whereas it is 
further provided by the faid Adt, that in cafe of the Avoidance of the Office of Governor General, 
by Death, Refignation, or Removal, his Place fhall, as often as the Cafe lhall happen, be fupplied by 
the Perfon of the Council who ftands next in Rank to fuch Governor General: And whereas by a 
Letter from the Honourable the Court of Diredlors of the Honourable the United Eiaft India Com¬ 
pany, under Date the 30th Odtober 1776, received and read Yefterday in Council, this Government 
is informed, That Warren Haftings, Elquire, had refigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal j 
that the Honourable the Court of Diredlors had accepted fuch Refignation and that the Vacancy 
thereby created had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Whcler, Efquire, nominated and 
appointed by the Court of Diredlors, and approved of by His Majcfty, in the Manner and according 
to the Forms prtfcribed by Liiy: And whereas another Letter, dated the 15th November 11776, 
from Peter Michell, Hfqnire, S«'<frctary to the Honourable the Court of Diredlors, was alfo received 
and read Yefterday in Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranfmitted of the inftrument under His 
Majefty’s Sign Manual, bearing Date the a6th Day of Oftober 1776, by which His Majcfty confents to, 
approves, and confirms the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Whcler, Efquire, 
to the Place and Office of one of the Counfcllon of the Governor General and Council, avoided by 
the Promotion of John Clavering, Efquire, to the Place and Office of Governor General: And 
whereas, in confcquence of the faid Refignation, of Warren Haftings, Efquire, and of the faid Appoint¬ 
ment of Edward VVhclcr, Efquire, the Government of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, with 
all the Powers and Authorities thereunto belonging, are now by Law vefted in the Honourable John 
Clavering, Efquire, Governor Genera), and Richard Barwell, Philip Francis, and Edward Whcler, 

Efquircs, 



A P P E N b I X, 

£fquir«s, (on his Arrival in Bengal) CounfcHors, the Honourable Colonel George Monfon being c?e- 
ccafcd : It is hereby proclainned, that the Powers vefted in the faid Governor General and Council do 
commence and take place from the Date of this Proclamation. 

Dated in Fort William this aothDay of June 1777. 

By Order of the Honourable the Governor General and Council. 

Agreed, That the Governor General be requefted to order a Guard to attend upon the Sheriff dur¬ 
ing this Ceremony. 

Ordered, That the Proclamation be tranflated into the Perfian and Bengal Languages; that it be 
palled up in the ufual public Places 1 and that Copies be circulated to the Foreign Prelidcncics, 
the Provincial Councils, Subordinates, and Commandants of each Station of the Army j and tiiac 
the Judges and Board of Trade be likewife furnilhed with Copies. 

Refolved, That the Governor General be requefted to notify this Change in the Government of this 
Prefidency to all the Country Powers, in the ufual Manner. 

The Commandants of Stations to be informed. That they arc to tranfmit their Returns to the Go¬ 
vernor General, till a Succeffor to the Commander in Chief be appointed from the Court of Di- 
reftors. 

The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter, whidb he has juft now received. 

To Lieutenant General Clavcring. 

Sir, 

The Governor General, in Council legally and regularly aftemblcd, has laid before us a Letter of 
this Date, received by him at the Board from you; expreffing, that “ in confcqucnce of the Letter 
« from the Honourable Court of Direftors, under Date 30th Odlober 1776, received and read Yefter- 
** day in Council, by which this Government is informed. That Warren Haftings, Efquire, had re> 
flgned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Honourable Court of Diredtors had 
** accepted fuch Refignation ; and that the Vacancy thereby created in the Council had been filled up 
*« by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, nominated and appointed by the Court of Di- 
redlors, and approved of by His Majefty, in the Manner and according to the Forms preferibed by 
** Law; And another, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. Peter Michcll, Secretary to the 
** Honourable Court of Diredors, having alfo been received and read Ycfterday in Council, in which 
« an attefted Copy is tranfmitted of the Inftrument, under His Majefty’s Sign Manual, bearing Date 
the 26th Day of Odlober 1776, by which His Majefty confents to and approves of the above- 
“ mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, to the Place and Office of 
“ one of the Counfellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by your Promotion to the 
Place and Office of Governor General; you, in virtue of the Right and Authority now by Law 
vefted in you, require, that he will be pleaied to furrender to you the Keys of Fort William, and of 
“ the Company’s Treafuries, now in his Pofleffion : 

“ That you will be at the Council Houfe at la o’Clock this Day, where you underftand it has 
“ been ufual for the former Governors of this Prefidency to furrender the Keys to tlicir SuccclTors; 
but if it ftiould not be agreeable to him co meet you there, that you leave it in his Option to take 
any other fuitable Method of complying with this Requifition that he m.iy prefer, provided that it 
“ be done in the Courfe of the prefent Ejay,” 

In anfwer to which, we have thought it incumbent on us to inform you, that we know of no Aft 
or Inftrument by which the Place and Offices of Warren Haftings, as Governor General, arc vacated, 
nor by which they have aftually devolved on you, and that we are refolved to allert and maintain, 
by every legal Means, the Authority and Truft which have been repofed in him by the 13th Aft of 
His prelcnt Majefty, intituled, “ An Aft for cftabliftiing certain Regulations for the better Managc- 
« ment of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe,” and by a Deed 
of Governmenr, under the Hands of the Honourable the Court of Direftors, anti the Seal of the 
United Eaft India Company, until the fame (ball be avoided by his Refignation or Death, or by t!tc 
exprefs Command of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeffors, w-ithouc which it is declared he ftiall 
not be removable. 

We have the Honour, &c. 

Revenue Department, (Signed) Warren Haftings, 

. 20th June 1777. Richard BarwelJ. 

The Governor acquaints the Board, that having fent a fimilar Letter to th.'it firft entered on this 
Day’s Proceedings to Mr. Sumner, the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, tiirefting him to fummon 
a Meeting of the Council in that Department, at One o’Clock this Day, and to require the Roy 
Royan to give his Attendance as ufual, he has received tlic following Aniwer from him. 

To Lieutenant General John Clavering. 

Sir, 

Having been honoured by the Receipt of your Commands of this Date at the Board, I am com- 
pianded by Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwcll, Efquire, to wiite 

9 
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y6u in Reply, that the Governor General and Mr. Harwell, being met in Council in confeqiience of^^ 
the Summons regularly iflucd for that Purpolc by the Governor General, do, being the Majority of ’ 
the Council, require your Attendance in virtue of that Authority. 

1 have the Honour, &c. 

Revenue Department* (Signed) Richard Sumner, 

20th June 1777. Secretary, 

The Afliftant Secret^try reports to, the Board, That having taken the above Proclamation to the 
Perfian Tranflator’s Office to be trahflated, according to the Orders of the Board, the Pcrfian Tranf* 
lator refuied to tranfl'ate if, without written Orders for that Purpofe from the Governor General and 
Council. 

Ordered, That he be immediately requirfed to attend. 

The Perfian Trariflator attending, is aflciWi If he refufed to tranflate the above-mentioned Procla¬ 
mation ? and replies, That he did, as he thought it necelTary to be furnilhcd with a formal Order 
from the Governor General and Council for his Authority. Having been allowed to perufe the 
Paragraphs of the General Letter from the Court of Difedofs, and the Copy of the Inftrument 
figned by the King, he fays, that he thinks it appoirs by thefc Documents, chat the Court of Directors 
did intend to appoint General Clavering Governor General, but that he is not fatisfied that fuclx 
Appointment has yet taken place. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letters, which he has received this Inftant: 


To J. P. Auriol, Efquirc, Secretary to the Council General. 

Sir. 

We dired you not to iflue any Summons for the meeting of Council, but by the Authority of 
Warren Haftings, Efquire, the Governor General; nor any Orders nor Direflions to any Perfon or 
Peribns whatlbever, without the legal Authority of the faid Governor General, or the Miyority of the 
Council fo alTcmbled, 

We arc, &c. 

Revenue Department, (Signed) Warren Haftings, 

ftoth June 1777. Richard Barwell. 


Sir, 


To Ja* P. Auriol, Efquire, 


1 am ordered by the Governor General and Council, to require that you will fend immediately the 
Difpatchcs from Europe, received Yefterday and read, and recorded in the Proceedings of your De¬ 
partment. 

I am, &c. 

20th June 1777. (Signed) R'* Sumner. 


The Secretary alfo lays before the Board, his Anfwers to thefe Letters, which he has prepared 
according to their Orders and Approbation, as follows i 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, and to Richard Barwell, Efquire. 

Gentlemen, 

I have this Inftant been honoured with your Command*, not to i/Tue any Summons for the 
“ meeting of Council, but by the Authority of Warren H.iftings, Efquire, the Governor General; 
“ nor any Orders nor Directions to any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, without the legal Authority of 
“ the faid Governor General, or the Majority of the Council fo afifcmbled.” I beg Leave to ac¬ 
quaint you, that previous to the Receipt of thefe Commands, I had iflucd Summonfes to Mr. 
Harwell and Mr. Francis, to meet General Clavering in Council, in confcqucncc of Dircdions 
which I received from him this Morning, requiring me to iflTuc them in his Name, as Governor Ge¬ 
neral. I take the Liberty to inclofe a Copy of General Clavering’s Letter to me on this Occafion, 
which I hope will be fufficient m iuftify my Conduct in your Opinion •, for although 1 had feen the 
General Letters referred to by General Clavering, I could not prefume, for my own Part, to form 
any Judgment on the Fa£ts, which he has colle^cd from them * 1 therefore tliought it my Duty to 
comply with his Defire. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

20th June 1777. (Signed) J. P. Auriol, Secretary, 

To Rich* Sumner, Efquirc, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

Sir, 

I have this Inftant received your Application far the Difpatchcs from Europe received Yefterday. j 

in 
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Anfwer to which, I am to acquaint jrou, that ihcf ate in the Polleflion of General Ciavering, to 
whom I delivered them this Morning, in confequence of his Requifition. 

I am, &c, 

(Signed) J. P. Auriol, Secretary. 

Mr. BarweU comes into the Council Room: Being queftioned. Whether he meant to take his Place i 
he declined ^ing any Anfwer. It is neceflary to record, that he made a Demand, as a Member of 
the Council, for the Letters and Papers received Yefterday from the Court of Directors >, and being 
told that they could not be fpared from the Board, after repeating his Demand in diScrent Queftions, 
to the fame Import, he withdrew. 


To Ja* P' Auriol, Efquire. 

Sir, 

I am direfled by the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquiie, Governor Genera), &c. Council, 
again to make Application to you for the Original Letters and Papers received Yeflerday from the 
Court of Direftors •, and to acquaint you, that if they are in PolTeinon of any Member of the Board, 
you are required to demand them from him, informing him that the Governor General wifhes to fub- 
tnit them to the Judges of the Supreme Court for their Opinion upon them, by which it is his De¬ 
termination to abide} and the Chief Juftice and the Three other Judges ate accordingly alfembled 
at the Council Houfe, in this Department, for chat Purpofe. 

(Signed) 

20th June 1777. Richard Sumner, 

Secretary. 


Ordered, That the following Reply be Tent him. 

To Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary, See. 

Sir, 

In Reply to your further Application for the Original Letters and Papers received yefterday from 
the Court of Directors, I am ordered by General Clavering, as Governor General, and Mr. Francis, to 
defirc that you will be pleafed to inform the Judges, that they arc now preparing an Addrefs to them, 
with refpcA to the ConduA they have purfued iince the Receipt of the above Letters, which they 
conceive have divefted Mr. Hidings of the Office of Governor General» ami that it is their Intention 
to fend them all the Letters and Papers, as foon as this Letter to the Judges can be hnilbcd, which 
will be in a Couple of Hours. They hope, therefore, that the Judges will be pleafed to determine 
among themfelves, at what Place and Hour, in the Courfe of this Evening, iliey will receive the 
above Papers, and take them into their ferious Conlideration, without the Prefence of any Member of 
the late or prefent Adminiftration. 

I am, &c. 

aoth June 1777. (Signed) Ja* P. Auriol, 

Secretary.' 

The Board taking into mature Conlideration the 4 bove Letter to Mr. Haftings, and Mr. Barwell, 
refolve to make the following Addrefs to His Majefty's Judges of the Supreme Court. 

To Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, &c. Pulfne Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

Honourable Sirs, 

We have the Honour to inform you, that a Packet arrived Yeflerday from the Court of DireAors, 
addreifed to the Governor General and Council, containing the inclofed Poftfeript, dated the 30th 
October 1776, to their General Letter of the 25th of the fame Month, with fundry other Papers 
relative to the Refignation of Mr. Haftings, of the Office of Governor General, and to the Nomi¬ 
nation and Appointment of Mr. Wheler to the Scat in the Council avoided by the above Refigna- 
tion of Mr. Haftings, and confequent Promotion of General Clavering to the Place and Office of 
Governor General. 

Wc have alfo the Honour to inform you, that a Letter was received Yeflerday from the .Secretary of 
the Court bf DireAors, dated the ifch November laft, in which the inclofed attefted Copy is trani- 
mitted, of an Inftrument under His Majefty’s Sign Manual, dated a6ih Oflober, by which His Ma- 
jefty confents to, approves, and confirms the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Mr. 
Wheler. Tbcfe fcvcral Papers were Yeflerday read in Council, and as foon as tiiey were read, the Council 
broke up i though, regularly, as we conceive, the Surrender of the Chair and of the Keys of the Fore 
Ihould have been immediately made to General Clavering. Confideracions of RefpcA to Mr. Haftings, 
induced General Clavering to wait a reafonable Time for the formal Surrender of the Government to 
him ’, but Mr. Haftings having made no Communication whatfoever to General Clavering before 
10 o’clock this Morning the General thought it incumbent upon him to fend a formal Kequificipn 
in Writing to Mr. Haftings of the Keys ot the new Fort and of the Treafurics. In Anfwer to 
this Requifition, he has received a Letter, figned by Mr. [-ladings and Mr. Harwell, in which they 

SsL. Com. Ksp. IX. [ u ] fay, 
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fay, they « kn6w of no Aft or Inftrument by which the Rice and Offices of Mr. Haffings as 
“ Governor General are vacated, nor by which they have aftually devoWed on General Clavering j 
“ and that they are refbfvtd to affert and maintain, by every legal Means, the Authority and Trult 
« which have been rcpofcd in Mr. Haftings by the 13th Aft of His prefent Majcfty.” Before the 
Receipt of this Letter, General Clavering had ordered the Sccretai7 to the Council to ilTue a Sum- 
mens to Mr. Harwell and Mr. Francis, to meet him in Couhcil this Day, for the fpcchtl Purpofc 
of ifluing the neceffary Direftions for proclaiming the Change in the GoVernmenr, antf for ifluing 
fuch other Orders and Diredtions as might be necraary thereupon. 

Mr. Francis complied with the Summons iflbcd in the Name of General Qavering as Governor 
General •, who, upon the Meeting of the Board at 11 o’Clock this Day, took the Oathsi as Governor 
General. Other Orders preparatory to the Proclamation, were then diredled to be made out j but no 
Adt of Government has yet iiTued from us as a Board. 

In this Situation, the Reprefentation of which wc doubt not will fill you with the grcatclV Sur¬ 
prize and Alarm, we have thought it prudent and neceffary to ftate the foregoing Fafts to you. We 
would not be underllood to fubmit any Doubts to you concerning the lawful Promotion of General 
Clavering to the Chair, fince we ourfclves entertain none: But when we confider the fatal Confe- 
quences that muft unavoidably attend a Claim and adlual Affumption of the Government by the 
Member of Council next in Succeffion to Mr. Haftings, and a pofitivc Rcfufal of Mr. Haftings 
to furrender the Place and Office of Governor General, which we conceive the Letter figned by Mr. 
Harwell and him does amount to, (which Letter we have the Honour to inclofe to you) we are 
content to recede thus far from the ftrift Rights vefted in us, as a Majority of the prefent Admi- 
niftration, rather than hazard any of thofe Confcquences j in the Hope, that by an Appeal to your 
Judgment and Authority, it may be poffible to prevent them. Wc beg Leave to indole to you all 
the Papers received Ycfterday, and requeft that when you fltall have formed your Opinion there¬ 
upon, they may be returned to General Clavering. 

Wc have the Honour, &c. 

20th June 1777. (Signed) J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 


Rcfolvcd, That all the Orders, minuted in this Day’s Proceedings, be fofpcnded for the prefent. 


Examined from the 
original Papers, 

Will"' Atkinfon, 
A. L. Gilbert, 


Examiners,' 


(A true Copy) 

J. P. Auriol, 
Secretary. 


Refolved, That by the faid Afts, Orders, and Declarations of Lieutenant General John CJavering, 
recited in the foregoing Papers, he has aftually ufurped and affumed, and taken Poffdlion of, the 
Place and Office of Governor General of the Prefidency 'of Fort William in Bengal, granted by 
the Aft of Parliament of the 13th of His prefent Majcfty George the Third, intituled, “ An Aft 
“ for eftabliftiing certain Regul.itions for the better Management of the Affairs of the Eaft India 
“ Company, as well in India as in Europe,” to Warren Haftings, Efquire, 

Refolved, That Lieutenant General John Clavering has thereby rclinquifhcd, refigncd, furren- 
dered, and vacated the Office of Senior Counicllor of Fort William in Bengal. 

Rcfolvcd, That Lieutenant General John Clavering has thereby relinquilhed, refigncd, furren- 
dered, and vacated his Place of Commander in Chief of the Company’s Fortes in India. 

Refolved, That Richard Barwell, Efquire, by virtue of the faid Aft of Parliament, which pro¬ 
vides, that “ in cafe of the Death, Removal, Refignation, or Promotion of any of the faid Coun- 
“ cil, the Direftors of the United Company are empowered, for and during the Remainder of the 
“ Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Confent of His Majcfty, His 
“ Heirs and Succeffors, to be fignified under His or their Sign Manual, a Perfon to fucceed to the 
" Office fo become vacant in the faid Council; and until fuch Appointment ftiall be made, all the 
“ Powers and Authorities vefted in the Governor General and Council Ihall reft and continue in, 
» and be cxcrcifcd and executed by, the Governor General and Council remaining and furviving;” 
and by the Death of the HonouraUe George Monfon, Efquire; is promoted to the Office of Senior 
Counfcllor of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, in confcqucncc of the faid Relinquilhlncnt, 
Refignation, Surrender, and Vacation, of General Clavering. 

Refolved, That the Office of Cofoniandcr in Chief of the Company’s Forces in India, by the 
Relinquifhment, Refignation, Surre’nder, and Vacation, of General Clavering, and by the Death of 
the Honourable George Monfon, Efquire, does no longer exift. 

Refolved, That for the Prcfervaiion of the I.,egality of our Proceedings, Lieutenant General 
John Clavering be not in future fummoned or admitted as a Member of the Governor General and 
Council. 

Agreed to adjourn till To-morrb’w Morrong. 

»3d jon». The Board met agreeably to Adjournmenr. 

Read again the Proceedings of the Council, commencing the zoth Inftant. 


Although 
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Althou^ the Bpard are fully and,co(i>t^arly; wa,rnu}|:j^ ia their Kpf9lutioos of Yefterday, yet as 
many, other; coojcurrent Circumftaijces have paffcd at vaifiow Times, aqd formal Evidence only is 
wapting.to prove n^any others, whicb relate to the Ufurpation aqt^ AlTumption of the Place and Of¬ 
fice of Governor General by General Clavering, the Board think it necefiary to record the follow¬ 
ing Particulars, omitted in the original Minutes recorded on the aoth Inllant: 

It has been recorded, that the Letter from General Clavering to the Governor General was brought 
to him by thf.General’s Perfian TranQatpr, Lieutenant Robeys, and delivered at the Council Table. The 
Governor General and Mr. Barwell having frequently feen the Hand Writing of Lieutenant Roberts, 
and the Signature of General Clavering, do firmly believe, and are convinced, that the Hand 
Writing of tb? Letter is the Hand Writing of Lieutenant Roberts, and that the Signature is the 
Signature of General Clavering. 

The Governor General and Mr. Barwell both perfcftly remember that Lieutenant Roberts, when 
he delivered the Letter, laid, that he was ordered by General Clavering to deliver it; and that the 
Governor General faid, an Anfwcr would be fent to it *,—that Lieutenant Roberts anfwcred, that he 
was defircd to wait for the Anfwer, or Words to that EfFcft*,^—that the Governor General then de- 
fired him to withdraw; and the Letter from the Boaid, in anfwer, being written. Lieutenant Roberts 
was again called in, and the Letter delivered to him by the Hands of the Secretary. 

The Governor General defires that Mr. Harwell will relate, whether he is certain, that when he 
went to the General Council Chamber on the 20th Inllant, he faw General Clavering (Itting in the 
Chair, or in the Place ufually occupied by the Governor General; and whether General Clavcrmg 
did or faid any Thing as Governor General during the Time that he Mr. Barwell was prefent. 

Mr. Barwell, 

When I went into the Council Chamber of the General Departmeht on the 20th Inllant, to de¬ 
mand from the Secretary the Papers which I reported to have demanded of him and General Cla¬ 
vering on the 20th Inllant, I faw General Clavering fitting in the Place or Chair of the Governor 
General. The Two Secretaries of the Public Department were likewife in Attendance on General 
Clavering, and Mr. Francis, as is ufual upon any Meeting of the Council *, and Mr. Francis was 
diflating, at the Time I went into the Council Chamber, to Mr. Bruere, the AlTillant Secretary. 
The General further alked me. If I would take my Place in that Council ? But as I came into tite 
Council Chamber only to demand particular Pajpers, or attcHcd Copies of ihofe Papers, I did not 
think it proper, though the Quellion was feveral Times repeated to me by General Clavering, to 
make any Reply whatfoever to it. There was, at the Time when I went into the Council 
Chamber, Mr. Farrer in the Council Room, with General Clavering and Mr. Francis fitting as 
Governor General and Council : There was in the Anti-Chamber, Mr. Wodfworth, the Sheriff, 
who appeared to be unemployed, and Mr. Auriol, Junior, who was engaged in Bufinefs. 

Mr. Auriol having been fent for, agreed he be called in. 

Governor General. 

Quell. (The Summons ilTued to Mr. Barwell, N* 1, of 20th Infcant, being Ihewn him) 
Was that Summons iflued by you f 

Anf. Yes. 

Quell. What Direflions did you receive from General Clavering ? Is the Letter which you 
fent with your Letter, dircifled tp {be Honourable Warren l-|ail)ngs and Richard Barwell, 
Efquire, the only Order you received, or did you receive any other ? 

Anf. That was tlie only Order I received for that Purpofe. I was at the General's Houfe, in 
Company with him and Mr. Francis, when he delivered it to me. Some other Converfation paffed 
on the Subje£l; and as I have kept a Memorandum of it, I beg to deliver it in. 

The firll Intimation I received of General Clavcring’s Intention to fumrtion the Council, was by 
a Letter addrefled to me, which he was dictating to me when Mr. Francis entered the Room. A 
Paufe then cniued ; and as I h.'id become acquainted with the Nature of the General’s Requifition, 
I thought it my Duty to fugged to him, in the moll rcfpeflful Manner I could, the Doubt th.it 
immediately occurred to me ; which I accordingly did in the following Words, both to him and 
Mr. Francis, having taken that Occafion hallily to write them for that Purpofe : “ As it is my moll 

earned Wilh, in every Part of my Duty, to aft with fuch Confidency as may give general Satisfaftion 
“ to every Member of the Board •, and as General Clavering's Succeflion ,10 ,ihe Chair has not yet 
“ been refolved in Council, and proclaimed, por the Fpr,m^|^ties pfilTed of receiving the Keys of the 
“ Treafury, of the Fort, &c. as ufual on fuch Occafions j I take the I.ibcrty to requell Tndriic- 
“ tions with refpeft to the Title to be given him in the Summons which he has direfted to be 
“ iflued 1 and it I am at iLiberty to communicate his Letter of Dircftions to Mr. Hadings, or 
“ to inform him of the Purport of it.” 

The fird Quere was obviated by the General’s l,etttr, afjci vv^^^ls delivered to me in its prefent 
Form. Some Quedions weie put to me on the Nature qf tlje EorniaJities which I alluded to, 
and I endeavoured to explain them as well as I could, by relating the Ceremonies obferved on Mr. 
Cartier’s Refignaiion : And in Anfwer to my daft Quere, the General faid, that'jt was unneceflary 
lor me to inform Mr. Hadings, as he was going bimlclf to write a Letter to him on the SubJciH. 

Qued. Can you rccolleft the prccifc Time in yvhich you received tbe Order from G< nei.il 
Clavering to fummon Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Efquircs, to meet iiim in 
Council ? 

I Anf. 
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Anf. Early on Friday Morning I received the foUowing Order from General Clavering, to at¬ 
tend him before Eight o'Clock, with the Difpatches received the preceding Day from the Court 
of Direftors. I attended him accordingly and was with him till about Half after Ten o’ClocIc, 
at which Time he delivered me the above-mentioned Orders. 


Sir, 

I am going to Town, and dcfire you will meet me there before Eight o’Clock, with the Letters 
and Enclofurcs that arrived Yelterday from the Court of Directors. 

I am. Sir, &c. 

Gardens, J. Clavering. 

June aoth, 1777. 

Mr. Barwell. 

Queft. At what Time did you fend the Summons to me ? becaufe I received the Summons 
about Half paft Ten. 

Anf. About that Hour, from General Clavering’s Iloufc; and 1 underftand that it was immedi¬ 
ately after delivered to you, Sir, in your Carriage. 

Governor General. 

Quell. At what Hour did General Clavering arrive at the Council Chamber on the aoth 
Inllant ? 

Anf. About Five or Ten Minutes after Eleven o’Clock in the Forenoon. 

Quell. Who accompanied him f 
Anf. Mr. Francis. 

Quell. Was he accompanied by any other Englilh Gentleman ? 

Anf. I believe not. 

Queft. Did any other Englilh Gentleman attend, either in the Council Room or in any of 
the Anti-Chambers ! 

Anf. Exclufivc of the official Affiftants, Lieutenant Roberts came into the Council Chamber, 
charged with a Letter to General Clavering, and Mr. Farrcr attended fome Time afterwards. Mr. 
Wodfworth, the Sheriff, was in waiting without; but he arrived after Mr. Farrer. 

Queft. Do you know whether the Letter brought by Lieutenant Roberts was that which was 
written to him by this Board in anfwer to his Letter to me ? 

Anf. It was. 

Queft, At what Time was the Oath adminiftered to General Clavering, and by whom ? 

Anf, At about Half after Eleven in the Forenoon*, it was adminiftered by Mr. Francis. 

Queft. What were the Words of the Oath ? 

Anf. It is regiftered in the Book of Oaths, which, in confequence of an Order from the Governor 
General, I have brought with me; and is the fame as that adminiftered to Warren Haftings, Efquire, 
Governor General, in OAober 1774, 

Quell. Is this his Signature ? Did you fee him flgn it ? 

Anf. It is his Signature { but I cannot pofidvely recollcfl that I faw him fign it. 

The Secretary is direAed to enter an attefted Copy of the Oath in this Place. 

You fwear that you Ihall faithfully and diligently difeharge the Duty of Governor General 
of this Prefidency of Fort William, 

• So help you God. 

This, though not entered in the Book, Council Chamber,'zoth June 1777. 

was repeated, agreeable to Form. J. Clavering. 

(A true Copy) 

J. P. Auriol, 

Secretary. 


Queft. Did General Claverin^ take PolTeinon of the Chair or Place which 1 have ufually 
occupied in the Council Chamber of your Department ? 

Anf. He did. 

Queft. At what Time, and i^ith what Form or Manner ? 

Anf. Immediately after taking the Oath, wiihour any other Formality. 

Queft. Did you fend any Summons to Mr. Francis ? 

Anf. I delivered one to him at the General's. 

Queft. Did you fend any to me ? 

Anf. No, Sir. 

Queft. Was Mr. Francis at the General’s when you arrived at the General’s ? Or how long 
after did Mr. Francis come in to the General's ? 

Anf. About an Hour, or a little more, after my Arrival. 

5 Queft* 
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^2^. In the utefted Co^ of the Pnccedingi which jrou htn feat to thii Board, 
neral Clavering is repeatedly ftiled the Governor General, or, the Governor) Did he 
aiTume this Title, or oy whom was it dilated to |pu, or to the Secretary who wrote the 
Minutes ^ 

AnC The Minutes sirere dilated by General Clavering. 
a Did he, in dilating the Minutes, exprel's Himiclf by thofe Titles of Governor, and 

, Governor General ? 

Anf. Yes. 

Mr. Barwell. 

Quell;. How far had General Clavering and Mr. Francis proceeded in dictating Minutes td 
you, when the Letter from the Governor General and myfelf was delivered to General 
Clavering ? 

Anf. That Letter was immediately read and minuted, which Place will appear on the Pro¬ 
ceedings. 

Quel^. Antecedent to the Entry of this Letter, it is Refolved, That the Commandants of Sta* 
tions be informed, they are to tranfmit their Returns to the Governor General, till aSuccef. 
for to the Commander in Chief be appointed from the Court of Directors t Do you recoi¬ 
led!; what verbal Debate paflfed between General Clavering and Mr. Francis on this Re- 
folution ? 

Anf. It was an Orddt fuggeded by General Clavering, and adented to by Mr. Francis: No De¬ 
bate pSded upon it. 

Queft. Did you fee any Order written by General Clavering to the Commanding Officer 
of theGarrifon of Fort William? ' 

Anf. The Draft of a Letter to Colonel Morgan Was didlated to Mr. Bruere, the Allldant Secret 
tary, who took it down in Writing while 1 was otherwife employed. I did not read it. 

Queft. Was it read at the Board i 

Anf. No, not publicly. 

Quell. Was you in the Council Room when Sir John D’Oyly was called in ? 

Anf. Yes. 

Quell. Was this Draft read or Hiewn to him ? 

Anf. Noi that I know of. 

Quell. Can you tell the Reafon why this Letter, and the Circular Letters to the Foreign 
Settlements, Provincial Councils, and the Commandants of Military Stations, were not fent ? 

Anf. Becaufe it was refolved, that all the Orders minuted on that Day's Proceedings Ihould 
be fufi endedi 

Mr. Barwell. 

Quell. Who dilated the Letter to Colonel Morgan ? 

Anf. Mr. Francis, I believe. 

Qiiell. Was it didlatcd in the Name of the Board, or of General Clavering as Governor 
General f 

Anf. I believe there were Two \ One from the Board, and Qnc from General Clavering. 

Qiiell. Did Mr. Bruere, the Alfillant Secretary, take down any other Minutes of Council, 
or Papers, that are not in the Secretary's Minute Book ? 

Anf. I believe not. 

Qitell. Do you know whether he has a Regiller of the Minutes of Council diAated to 
him, independent of your’s ? 

Anf. 1 cannot tell} but I apprehend he has not. 

The following Letter from General Clavering to Warren Hallihgs, Efquire, being Ihewn td 
Mr. Auriol, he is alked if he knows the Hand Writing and Signature ? 

Sir, 

In confequence of the L etter from the Honourable Court of Direflors, under Date the 30th Oc- 
tober 1776, received and read Yellerday in Council} by which this Government is informed, That 
Warren Hallings, Efquire, had refigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal} that the Ho¬ 
nourable Court of DircAors had accepted fuch Relignation*, and that the Vacancy thereby created 
in (he Council had been Hlled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, nominated and 
appointed by the Court of Dire^ors, and approved of by His Majelly in the Manner and accord¬ 
ing to the Forms preferibed by Law; And another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from 
Mr. Peter Michel, Secretary to the Honourable Court of Direftors, having alfo been received and 
read Yellerday m Council, in which an attelled Copy is tranfmitted of the Inftrument under His 
Majefty’s bign Manual, bearing Date the a6th Day of Odlober 1776, by which His Maj,clU con- 
fents to and approves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Whelcr, 
Efquire, to the Place and Office, of one cf the Counfellors of the Governor General and Council, 
av> ided by my Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General: 1 am, Sir, in virtue of 
the Right and Authority now bv Law vetted in me, to require that you will be plcafed to fur- 
renocr to me the Keys of Fort William, and of the Company's Trcafurics, now in your Pofleffion. 

SEI..C0M.REP.IX. [*] 
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1 (ball be « iheCoaflca Hwtb at T#e!»e tiHSIoefc tMs Day, where I underftaiid it fua be^ 
ufijai for the former Govetttbn <rf thia ftefidency wftrrehdfcr the Keys to their Succellbrsi buttf 
it (hbold nor be agiteabte to you ito meet mt there, I teaee it to your dotion to take any other fulta- 
ble Method of complying with this Requifition that you may prefer, provided that it be done jn 
the Courfe of the prefent Day, 

Fort William, ' 1 hate the Honour to be, &c. 

20th June 1777. j. Clavering^ 

To Warren Haftings, Efquire. 


Anf. I never faw the Letter before j ^e Hand Writing I believe tb be that of Lieutenant 
Roberts, the General’s Perlian Interpreter, and the Signature that of General Clavering. 

Queft. Are you well acquainted whh the Hand Writing of both f 
Anf. Yes, I am. 

The Copy of the Proceedings of General Claming and Mr. Francis, on the noth Inftant, bcin<» 
Ihewn to Mr. Auriol j “ 

Queft. Do you verify the Copy of the Proceedings of General Clammg and Mr. Francis, 
on the aoth Inftant, tranfmitted by you to this Mard, and bearing your Signature i 
Anf. Yes. 


Mr. Bruere, the Affiftant Secretary tP the General Department, h called in ; and the Book of 
Oaths being fhewn to Mr. Bruere, he is afleed. 

Who wrote the Oath of Governor General, robferibed J.Claverine? 

Anf. 1 did. ® 

Queft. Did you fee the General fubferibe it i 
Anf. 1 did. 

Queft. Did you fee the Oath adminiftered to him f 
Anf. Idid. 

Queft. By whom was it adminiftered ? 

Anf. By Mr. Francis. 

Queft. Ac what Hoar did General Clavering arrive at the Council Chamber on the eotli 
Inftant ? 

Anf. I think about ti o’Clock. 

Qiieft. Who accompanied him ? 

Anf. I do not perfedly recollect, but I think Mr. Francis. 

Queft. Was he accompanied by any other Englilb Gentleman ? 

Anf. Not that I know of. 

Qiieft. Did any other Engliih Gentleman attend, either in the Council Room, or in any of 
the Anti-Chambers ? 

Anf. Some Time after the General arrived, Mr. Farrer came there, alfo Mr. Wodfworth and Sir 
John D’Oly *, the Two iaft had been fommoned to attend, extlufiveof the official Affiftants} Lieute¬ 
nant Roberts alfo came there. 

Queft. On what Occafion did Mr. Roberts attend ? 

Anf. He brought a Letter to General Clavering. 

Qireft. From whom ? 

Anf. I underftood from the Governor General and Mr. BarwcH. 

Queft. At what Time was the Oath Of GUveenor General admkiUtered to General Cla¬ 
vering ? 

Anf. I cannot fpeak to the Hour exaiftly, but I bdieve before it o*Clock. 

Queft. Did General Clavering cake PoftelEon uf the Place or Chair which the Governor Ge¬ 
neral has ufually occupied in the Council Chamber in your Department? 

Anf. He did. 

Queft. At what Tittic, aftd Vtith What Form w Manner ? 

Anf. After he cook the Oath. 

Queft. In the ittefted C<myJof the Proceedings, which have been fent to this Board, General 
Clavering is repeatedly ftiW, the Governor General, or, the Governor; did he aftume thia 
Title, or by whom was it diftated to voo, or the Secretary who wrote the Minutes ? 

Anf. Both by hlmfclf and Mr. Francis, to the beftof my RecoDcftion. 

Qoeft. Did General Clavcrinij^ indicating the Minutes, exprefs bimfelf by thofe Titles of 
Governor, and Governor General ? 

Anf. I think he did. 

Queft. How far had General Clavering und Mr. FVanck proceeded, in diCating Minutes- to 
you, or the SecretaiT, 'tvben the Letfcr ffonVtlie Governor General and Mr. Barwell was 
delivered to General Clavering? , 

Anf. Mr. Auriol took all the Minutes Klmfclf j 1 do not remember how far they <had been diCated 
to him wheh the Letter came, _ ^ 

Queft. 
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tions be informed* Aey are to tranfmit their Returns to the Governor General, till a Sue. 
ceflbt to the Commander in Chief be appointed from the Court of Diredloraj Do you 
recoiled what verbal Debate pafled between General Clavering and Mr. Francis, on thia 
Relolution? 

Aaf. t do not} I wat fOmetimes out of the Council Room. 

Queft. Did you fee any Order iffued by General ClavcrbiB, to the Commanding Officer of 
the Garrifon of Fort William ? * 

Anf. A Letter was didtated to me by General Clavering, to Colonel Morgan, Commandant of 
Fort William. 

Quefl:. Was it read at the Board ? 

Aof. 1 read it at the Board. 

Quefl;. What were the Concents of it? 

Anf. To order a Party of Europeans to attend the Shfcriffj confifting of an Hundnid, to be com- 
itianded by a Captain, a Lieutenant, and an Enfiga, with Colours. 

Quefl. Was this Letter figned I 
Anf. I think it was. 

Quefl. By whom ? 

Anf. By General Clavering. 

Quefl. Did you ice any other Letter, or Draft bf a Letter, addrelTed to Colonel Morgan ? 
Anf. To the befl of my Kecollcdlion I did. 

Quefl. What were the Contents of it ? 

Aof. 1 do not know, not having read it. 

Quefl. Do you know by whom it was written 
Anf. By General Clavering. 

Qiiefl. Was this read at the Board ? 

Anf. Not in my Hearing. 

Quefl. Was you in the Council Roon^jWhen Sir John D'Oyly Was called in ? 

Anf. I was. 

QmA. Were either of thefe Letters Oiewn to him. 

Anf. General Clavering gave Sar Jn* U’Oyly fomc Papers to read; I thought that they were the 
Papers received from Europe. 

Qiaefl. Can you tell why this Letter, and the Circular Letter to the Foreign Settlements, 
to the Provincial Councils, and Commandants of Military Stations, were not font ? 

Anf. I believe in confcqucncc of a Letter having been written to the Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature. 

Quefl. Were there any other Minutes, or Papers, diftated in Council to you,and not entered 
in the Secretary’s Minute Book ? 

Anf. None were diftated to me, chat I recollc^l* nor do I know of any being dtftated to Mr. 
Auriol i as I was frequently out of the Council Room, Minutes might have been diftated in Council 
to others. 

General Clavering’s Letter of aoth June, direffed, Warren Haftings, Efquirc, ihewn to Mr. 
Brucre, he is afleed, 

If he knows the Hand Writing and Signature of the Letter f 
Anf. I believe it to be Lieutenant Roberts's Hand Writing, and the Sign.^ture that of General 
Clavering. 

C^efl. Are you well acquainted with the Hand Writing of both ? 

Anf. 1 think 1 am. 

General Clavering’s Letter, of aoih Inftant, to the Sccrcta^ of this Department, ffiewn to Mr. 
Brucre. 

Quefl. Do you know the Hand Writing and Signature of that Letter ? 

Anf. The Letter is wriuen m»Mr. John Auriors Hand, the Date is written by me, and the 
Signature that of General Clavering. 

The complete Copy of the Proceedings held by General Clavering and Mr. Francis, the loth 
Inflant, being (hewn, as above recorded, to Mr. Bruere, he is afked, 

If he knows that to be a true Copy of the Proceedings ? 

Anf. They were given by me to the Examiners of the Office, to be examined, and returned as a 
complete Copy of the Procc^ings« and the Exan^rs have attefted them. 

Quefl. Do ypu know whether the Aticftationa by tfhc Secretary, and by the Examiners, are 
their refpeflive Hand Writings? 

Anf. I know they are. . ., 

Sir John D'Oyly, Petfian Tranflator to the General Department, being called before the Board, 
is (hewn a Copy of the Narrative delivered by him to the Governor General, (the Original hav- 
inii been fenc by him to -the Judges) is dcfired to read it, and to declare, 

Quefl. Whether the Fads contained in it we, to Im ReGolkaton, truly narrated? 

Anf. I beg Leave to dcliveir in a Copy of the Paper which I prefci«ed to the Governor General, 
differing only in thefc Wo«is* «'Mr. Jamca Rols w* pttfent at this Convcriiuion » tlluding to s^ 
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^irft Coftverfiition held !o the Per0en Tranflaa}r*s Office. This Copy is written in my own tlandi 
end figned. 

About Half pafi Twelve, as near as I can recolle£l, an Order was brought me to attend the 
Council, figned by the Afliftant Secretary. I immediately went; and when 1 came to the Door of 
the Council Chamber, fent Word that I was in waiting. Mr. Bruere came our, and told me, that 1 
was rent for to attend my Office •, and when I exprefTed Surprixe at this, as it was not Council Day, 
he told me the Board were met, and that a general Order had been given, that none fhould quit their 
Office. I retired to my Office j where Mr. Bruere prefently afterwards came, and faid to me, ” 1 fhall 
“ prefently bring you a Paper, which you muft tranflate by Order of the Board.” I cannot pofitivcly 
recolledl: whether it was Mr. Bruere who told me the Tenor of the Paper, or whether I had 
got Intimation of it from any one elfe^ between the Time 1 faw him at the Door of the 
Council Room, and that when he camsiL into my Office} but I anfwered, ** 1 cannot tranflate 
*' fuch a Paper without an Order from ihe Governor General and Council.” He replied, ** 1 am 
** Ainilant Secretary, and fhall give ydu the Order.” 1 believe 1 made no Reply. Mr. James 
Rofs was prefent at this Converfation. About Half an Hour afterwards he came to me again, at¬ 
tended by two Gentlemen, with a Paper in his Hand, which he put into mine, and told me I was 
ordered by the Council to tranflate it. It was a Proclamation or General Clavering, as Governor 
General. I perufecl it j and then told Mr. Bruere, that I could not tranflate a .Paper of that Importance, 
without a pofitive Order in Writing from the Governor General and Council 1 he defired the Gen¬ 
tlemen who came with him to take Notice of what I faid, and went away. Soon after I received an 
Order, figned by the Secretary, to attend in the Council Room i which I obeyed. The General afked 
me. If I had refufed to tranflate the Proclamation fent to me by their Order ? I made the fame Reply 
as to the Affiflanc Secretary, That in a Matter of fuch Moment, I muft have an Order from the 
Governor General and Council j the General replied, “ By the Company’s Orders the Governor 
“ General and Council are now prefent j” or Words to that EfTcft. As this did not fatisfy me, 
the General fhewed me a Letter which had been juft Written to the Commandant of the Fort, re¬ 
quiring his Submiffion to his Orders as Governor General y and afterwards the General Letter, and 
Copy of His Majefty’s Approbation to the Appointment of Mr. Whelcr, defiring me to take Notice 
of the Signature, pointing to G. R. in the Margin. After I had read thclc Papers I faid, “ It ap- 
** pears by thefe Papers, that the Court of Dircdlofs had a Defign to appoint you Govr'rnor Gc" 
” neral, but as it does not appear that they have' aftually done fo, I muft decline tranflating the 
“ Paper you defire me to tranflate.” I was ordered to withdraw, and afterwards called in again, 
and the Subftance of what 1 had faid was read to me. 

H. D’Oyly. 

Mr. Bruere being again called in, is defired to read the above Narrative, and to relate what he 
knows of the Circumftances which are mentioned in it to have pafled within his Knowledge. 

Mr. Bruere withdraws to write it. 

Mr. Bruere returning, delivers the following Anfwer. 

I do not recolle£b that I told Sir John U’Oyly, that a general Order had pafled that " none 
*' fhould quit their Offices1 think 1 faid, that the Afliftants in the Secretary’s Office had received 
fuch an Order. I acquainted Sir John D’Oyly, that be was called to tranflate a Proclamation j when 
he refufed to tranflate the Proclamation, I informed him that 1 gave him the Order, as Afliftanc 
Secretary. The other Parts of the above Paper, as far as they relate to me, are an exa6i; Account 
of what pafled between Sir John D'Oyly aird myfelf. 

W. Bruere. 

Mr. Sumner, the Secretary to this Board, is examined. 

Queft. Was you prefent when Lieutenant Roberts brought the Letter (N* a.) above 
recorded, from General Clavering to the Governor General ? 

Anf. I was. 

Qiicft. Relate what you recollcft to have paffed in Converfation between Lieutenant Roberts 
and the Governor General, and fuch other Circumftances as pafTed relative to this Letter ? 

Anf. Lieutenant Roberts attended the Board, and prefented a Letter to the Governor General 
under a Cover, direfted Warren Haftings, Efquirc, which he faid he was direfted to prefent to him 
from the General. The Governdr General defired him to go, and he would fend an Anfvrer. 
Lieutenant Roberts then anfwered,.! am direfted to wait for an Anfwer, or I am defired to wait for 
an Anfwer. The Governor General then defired him to withdraw, and I fhewed him into the Anti- 
chamber, where there was a Chair ror him to fit down. When the Letter in Anfwer was ready, I 
acquainted Lieutenant Roberts,., and on his coming into the Council Room prefented it to him, 
which the Governor General defired him to deliver to General Clavcring. 

Queft. Produce the Letw* and declare if you know the Hand Writing of it ? 

Anf. This is the Utter entered on the Cpnfuliation aoth June, K'« j the Hand Writing of 
the Letter 1 believe to be Lieutenant Roberts’s, and the Sigitafi^ that of General Clavering. 

Produce the Utter to you, N* 4 , dated aoth Tune, orderloa you to iflite a Summons in the Name 
of J. Clavering, as Governor General, to ttichard Bani^nl and Philip Francis, Efquiires, to at¬ 
tend a Meeting of the Governor General and Council in their Revenue Department, at the Re- 
venue Board, at One o’clock in the /i^cernoon of the aoth June, and to direA the Roy Royan 
to give his Attendance as ufual.—Which being produced t 

Queik, 
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Queft. Do y6u know the Hand Writing afid Signature of this Letter ? 

Anf. I do not know the Hand Wriring} I believe the- Date to be written by Mr. Bruere, and tlib 
Signature by General Clavering. • , 

Mr. Baugh, the Sub-Secretary to this Departtnent, being called in, having been in Attendance 
at the Board on Friday la{l» and examined, 

Qpeft;- Was you prefenc when Lieutenant Roberts brought a Letter from General Cla¬ 
vering to the Governor General I 

Ai^. 1 was. 

‘ » Queft. “Relate what you retolleft to have pafled in Conveffation between Lieutenant Ro¬ 
berts and the Governor General, and fuch other Circumftances as you recolleft, relating to 
this Letter ? 

Anf. Upon the Delivery of the Letter to the Governor General, Lieutenant Roberts informed 
the Board, that it was from General Clavering, who had ordered him to wait bpon the Governor 
General with it, and to deliver it into his Hands. The Governor General received the Letter, and 
informed Lieutenant Roberts, that he wodld reply to it in Wri^ng. Lieutenant Roberts faid, that 
he would- wait for the Governor General*s Ani'wer, I'he Governor General thereu^n deAred Lieu¬ 
tenant Roberts to retire into the next Room, which he accordingly did. When the Governor General 
had prepared the Anfwer, he delivered it to the Secretary, who gave it to Lieutenant Roberts I 
and the Governor General at the fame Time defired that he would carry it to the General, acquaint¬ 
ing him that it was the Reply of the Board to the Letter which had been addrelTed to him. 

Governor General, 

I am lorry to be under the NeceAity of preferring an Accufation againA an Officer of the Council, 
who has hitherto received the repeated Teftimonies, both public and private, of the Approbation of 
the Board f I mean ‘Janies Peter Auriol, Efquire, the Secretary to the Governor General and Council 
in the General Dspartment, whom I now formally charge with Breach of Duty, in obeying an Order 
from General Clavering to fummon Richard Barwell, 'Efquire, and Philip Francis, Elqufre, to a 
Meeting of the Council, in the Name of General Clavering as Governor General; for fending a 
Summons, as fo direfted i for officiating at the Meeting held in confcquence by General Clavering 
and Mr. Francis, on the zoth Inftanc i for recording their Proceedings as the Proceedings of the 
Governor General and Council •, and for writing a Letter to the Secretary of the- Revenue Depart^ 
'ment, by Order of General Clavering as Governor General, and Mr. Francis. 

I move, That this Charge be delivered to Mr. Auriol in Writing, and in the Manner preferibed 
by the Company’s InAruAions ■, and that he be fummoned to make his Defence, areafonable Time 
being allowed him for that Purpofe. 

Agreed and ordered, That the Secretary do furnilh J. P. Auriol, .Efquire, with a Copy of the 
Charge. 

The Secretary lays before the Board General Clavering’s Note to him this Morning, applying for 
the Proceedings, and the Anfwer written to him. 

‘ ' ** General Clavering prefents his Compliments to Mr. Sumner, and defires that he will fend hirh 
the Proceedings of laA Friday at the Revenue Department.” 

** Mr. Richard Sumner returns' his Compliments to General Clavering, and has the Honour to ac¬ 
quaint him, that the Governor General having immediate Occafion for the Proceedings of laA 
' Friday, it is not in his Power to fend them.” 

Ordered, That the Secretary to this Department do notify to General Clavering, That the Board 
have declared the Places and Offices lately held by him, of Senior Counfcllor of the Prcfidcncy at 
Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company’s Forces in India, to be vacant; and that 
he -be furniAied with a complete Copy of thefe Proceedings, containing the Grounds of the Board 
for the aforefaid Declaration. 

Ordered likewife. That an Extradl of the Proceedings of YeAerday, commencing with the Words 
•* Read again the following Papers,” and ending with the Words “ of the Governor General and 
** Council,” be iffded in General Orders, with the following Letter to all the Provincial Councils 
and Military Stations. 

Circular Letter to Provincial Councils. 

.’'We herewith tranfmit you an Extraft of the Proceedings and Refolutions of the Board the 
aad InAahc, for your Information and Guidance s and we direft you to publiffi the fame in General 
'<3fders. • 

To‘ihe Provincial Councils, Aopping at “ Guraance.” 

Refolved, That all Military Returns be madi^^ the Governor General and Council in their Mili¬ 
tary Department, until a Comnriander in Chief fh«l be appointed by the Company. 

Ordered. That it be made a Aanding Rule, that the'principal Secretaries ffiall attend the Governor 
vGeneral and the Council when aflembltfd, and (hall not officially attend or receive Orders from any 
Individual Member of the Board, excepting the Governor General. 

Sei. Com. Rep. IX. ^ [ 7 ] 


Ordered 
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Ot^ futtlier, TIw uta ujr lodhidiitl Membcf ftill km Occafioa t» call for ain of tb« 

™ •f «>» Ctoka, do meod hioi'fc, th« 
BoM> “r“beiWireredohickMwMieduitheOfficefcrtheimnediaieDif^chof 

Agre^ This Meeting df the Council be di^wd. 


Warrea Haftings. 
Kich^ fiacwelL 


Fort William, tk a4tb J«nft 1^77. 
At a Coweili PRESENT, 

The Honourable Wairen Haftings, Gorernor General, Prefident. 

Richard Barwcll, and 7 Df • 

Philip Francis, jEfiimrei. 


Read the Proceedings of the Council of the 20th Inftant, and continued by Ac^ournment. 

Mr. Francis, 

1 muft defire the Secretary will inform me, whether he feat me any Suntmons to the Meetings of 
the Board, which have been held thefis Two M Days, as I have received none. 


The Secretary, 

I did not, aa the Council met in Adjournment. 


Governor General, 

I muft beg Leave to a(k the Secretary alfo, whether he ftnc the Letter from the Board to Mr. 
Francis, written on Friday the 20th Inftant, requefting his Attendance on them on Matters of Im¬ 
portance. 


I'he Secretary, 
I did. 


Governor General, 

Qiieft. Mr. Francis will exeufe me if I alk. If you have PAmfs that he received it, as I think 
there would be an Indelicacy in my propofing fuch a Queftion to him ? 

Anf. The Servant who carried the Letter told me that he faw it delivered to Mr. Frands. 

Queft. Where is the Servant 7 
Anf. 1 believe in the Houfe. 


Governor General, 

If the Board have no Objeflion, I defire he may be called up and examined. 

Mr. Francis, 

Having but this Moment perufed the Proceedings held on the Four laft Days, I am not prepared 
to deliver fo formal and deliberate an Opinion on the important Matter contained in them, as the Sub- 
jeft demands of me. It has never yet fallen to my Lot to agitate a Queftion of wider Extent in all 
its Confequences, or more liable to fatal Objeftions, than that which appears to have been decided in 
my Abience ; yet the Arguments, which immediately fuggeft themfelvcs to me, and which I prepofe 
to follow with a Motion for reverfing the Refolution of the S2d Inftant, refpefting General Clavering, 
am, in my Judgment, fo powerful, that, in whatever Diforder they may api^ar, they will carry Con¬ 
viction with them. 1 am not unwilling to be iinderftood to fpeak from an inftant ImprelSon. That 
Msn, who in this Crifis does not feel the fame ImprelTion that I do^ muft, I think, be infenfibie 
not only of every Danger to himfelf, but of every Duty to the Public. Let me conjure you, 
Gentlemen, to honour me with your Attention ’, npr lotereft in this Caufc is not greater than vour 
own. Every Thing is at Stake—every Thing has been hazarded, I fear by feme Degree of Pa/fion, 
and a great Degree of Precipitation > much may be retrieved by Prudence and Moderation. I truft it 
will appear, that 1 have given a fignal Example of both, not only in my immediate and implicit Ac- 
quicfcence in the Deciflon of the Judges, but in my ptefent Attendance here. Let me have the 
Honour and Happinefs of aiTuminc the Character of a Mediator, and maintaining it with EfiFeCI. You 
may ftill revife your Proceedings, |ou may ftill reverfe or correft them. You have declared General 
Clavering’s Seat in the Council to be vacant; but is it pnlfible 700 Ihould not know the Tenure 
by which we all of us bold our Places ? that this Council is inftituted under a pofitive A& of the 
LegiQature i and that there are only . Four poftlble Means by wMch the Place and Office of a Coun- 
fcllor can be avoided ? Is General Covering deiS i Has he lefigned his Place ? Is he removed by 
the King ? or is he promoted to the Office of General ? The contrary is notorious in every 

Inftance. Or is it contended, that a Majoti^P|^|atfd can remove any of the other Mem: 
bers i In the mod heated of all our PebaHtiliMietiipr. the Affirmative was never pretended: 
Of what Avail then is your Declaration thafmfp|y P pnt ? If it be not vacant in the Form 
and Manner preferibed by the Law, and if Bit declare fo, are you determined ao 

fupport your Dedaraiions by the MUitary Fork aftwuf at your Command ? Let me again im- 
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nace, nor intended fo j it ii the Language which y<w a^JC.frj.cnds, if yoq hayc any, fh^uld hold 
to you, in the mod: periloua State in which it m poSibte for you to be placed. Ifbu have alfo, 1 fee, 
decl/»r«J-Qfn!»f*^ Clayefing’a of Coqnoapder M Chief of the Conjpany’s Forces in India to be 
vacant; and I fee that Orders are preparing, if not a}rMd|l>g;?Aei^ JgBt d^^rfe bo^h thefe Peclarationa 
all over the Country. Without difputii^ yp»^r Ppwe.^ to^tJ'fthMt Coibtnandcr in Chief of your Forces 
in thefe Provinces, which 1 do not at prefent bring into queftion i are you poireiTcd of any Power 
to diftnifs the Co|»nMnd«r in Chief of the Company’s. Fqrcea at the other Prcfidencies ? Can you 
vacate the CotnmiOlon by which the Company have empowered him to command their Forces at 
FaiiSwi>t'Q<orgeaud ftorobay ? or the Inftruwiona, Iw which they give him a Place in the Coun¬ 
cils, of ihofe Pce^epcieSfc whenever hp Ihall be *r either of the.ne ? And if you ha4 fijeh a Power, would 
you hazard the Eitarcifc of again|!k au ApipOiofmcnt» in which nof only the Company, but the 
LegiQature, but the King himfelt, have placed their Reliance, for. the Defence of this important 
Appendage of the Britilh Empire, againft the Attempts of a forei^ Enemy i I truft, you have 
not weighed all thefe Confideratioos, becaufe 1 have dill a Hope that, coming now before you, 
they will ftrike you with a Force not the lefe ftiong for being yet unthought of. Stiflier me then 
to move, That all the Refolutions taken within thefe Three Days, refpefling General Clavrring, may 
be immediately reverfed< And, that this falutary Motion may not be impMed by any Idea or Suf. 
picion that General Clavering may do any incondllcnt with the Acquiefcence which both he 
and 1 have avowed in the Deciflon of the Judges, I will undertake to anfwcr for him in this Re- 
fpefl} or that, if he Ihould depart from the true Spirit and Meaning of that Acquiefcence, 1 will 
not be a Party with him in fuch Proceedings. 

Mr. Barwell, 

It mud be a Truth, obvious to every one who redefls for a Mopieot on a)] poflible Contingencies, 
and combines them with the Situation in which I am placed, on General Clavering poflening himfelf 
of the Chair, that no one Confidcracion but that of the Peace of the jSettlemcnt, and the IntcreR pf (he 
Public, could, either on the pad Occafions, or on the prefent Motion, determine me; the Conjuncture 
was fuch as to call for an immediate Decifion. The Place of Governor General had beenufurped, in a 
mod unwarranted and illegal Manner, and threatened a general Diflblution of all Government. I fay, 
in this Conjuncture, no other Part was left for me to aft, but to be decidve either in Support of 
the Government a$ it Hands efoiblidied by the 13 th Aft of His prefent Maje(|y, or betray my 
Duty and my Truft by countenancing an Att€m|rt to fet afide the pofitive Aft of the Lcgidjiture. 
I wi(h docercly from my Heart, that the Friends pf General Clavering had afted a moderating Part, 
and prevented his precipitating himfelf into Mcafurcs, whieh, at the feme Time they declared his De¬ 
termination to feize on the Rights of another, declare likewife from himfelf, the Vacation pf his own 
Rights, the Place and Office of Senior Member of the Council, and of Commander in Chief. 1 am 
forry, that npt one of the ProviOons made by the Aft of the I 3 tb of HU prefent Majefty, allows a 
Member of this Government to retraft any publio Aft, by which hit Place is once declared vacant t 
nor to the Government, a Power to receive fuch Ketraftion of a public A^» done by himfelf, or to 
reftore, or tQ re-appoinc him. This U my deliberate Opinion. The Aft pf ufurping the Qpyernor’a 
Place, and die Aft of declaring the Place and Office held by General Clavering vacant, are the Afts 
oT General Clavering himfelf; all, Afts uncounienanced by my Participation or Concurrence, and 
the Refponfifailiiy of which do pot reft upon me. I have done no more than what the Conjunfture 
made it highly neceftary for ipe to do, to give a dear and decided Opinion on the Evidence of the 
Fafts before me. For myfelf, I have no Doubt of the Legality of this Opinion. If General Claver- 
ing queftions ir, or if Mr. Francis queliions it, it is in their Power to obtain Law Decifion on the 
Queltion, and inform my Judgment, if I have in any Refpeft erred. I cannot lightly recraft Senti¬ 
ments, which I have deliberately recorded upon a careful Examination of Fafts, (hough I foall with 
much PleafUre alter them upon Grounds that may be convincing to my Mind. 1 am againft Mr. 
Francis's Motion. 

Governor General, 

Had the Afts, tp which I have given my Cpneurrenoe, and of which I have been the principal In- 
ftrument, been the precipitate £(F^s of an inilahc and paffionace Impuife, 1 might he fodpeed, by 
Arguments fo powerfully dtrefted to the Paffions, as thofe which Mr. Francis has urg^, to yield as 
precipitately to their Repeal. They are the Fruits of long and moft temperate Deiiberati;pns, of 
inevitable Neceffity, of the ftrifteft Senfe of PuUic Duty, and of a Conviftidn, equal in its Impref- 
lion upon my Mind tp that of abfolute Certainty. 

Supported by the fame Conriftion, I am compiled co adhere to the Refolutions wi^ich have been 
taken i nor can tiiey now be rctrafted, but by the ^fenc Authority of the Law, or hy future Orders 
from Home.—^1 am prevent^ from proeeedfeg, unexpefted Occafion, haying been called out 
of the Council Chamber by a Mefiage frottK^^D^f Jufticr; from whom I learn, that the Judges 
have received a Letter from G|enera! Francis, requeuing their Opinion qpon foe 

Refolutions pafled in the lat^. Meetings i and that he came charged with the Com- 

mifllon from foe other Judges," tp prQm^i^H^dra|Psition. I lhall therefore wave any further Dif- 
cuffiod of the prefent Argument, and,'|haie foe t|!ffftion iifelf may be difmifted, 1 foaii fimply give 
my Negative to it, and move, That the Proceedings of this Board may be ftayed, until the Judges 
to foal) 
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Ihall have returflck! an Anfw^t' to Seance made ^ bf General Clvrainft and Mr. Frincla 
and until the fame (hall be laid before the ^ard. V ^ ^' . * 

Agreed to, and ordered. > . 

The Sccrcury reports to the fidard, That theExtraA of the Proceedings has been fent to Colonel 
Morgan, to be publilbed in’General Orderi. : < . - 

Rciblred, That the following Letter be, fent to Colonel,Mdrgiui; 


To Colonel Morgan, Commandaht of the Garttfon at Fort William. 

Sir, ’ ‘ 

We defire you will not iffue the Extra^ 6F the frocc^dings of the Board of the and loftant* 
which were tranfmitted you to bo publlffied in’ Gfeeral Orders, if they 'are not ifliied^and if they 
are, that you will keep the Orderl^Book itj^odr oiWft Pdffeflion till further Oiders. 


Fort William, f. Warren Haftings, 

a4th June 1777. Richard Barwell, 

. , ‘ ' ' - 'P. Francis. 


Xn. Dept. 
Wtdnefd.jr. 


Fort William, the 25lh June 1777. 

At a Council j P R E S E N T, 

The Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General, Prefident, 
Lieutenant General Clavering, 1 
Richard Barwell, and ^Efqvnres. 

Philip Francis, . } 


General Clavering and Mr, Francis d^ivo- in the following Copy of a Letter written by them to 
the Judges. 


Honourable Sirs, Fort William, a3d June 1777, 

When we had the Honour of fubmitting the Papers received from the Court of Diredlors to 
your Conlideration, wc were determined to yield impllcitlv to your Decifion, whatever it might bet 
and we underftood that the fame Intention was profefted by Mr. Riflings and Mr. Barwell. Ac¬ 
cordingly, on the Receipt of the Letter with which you favoured us, we informed you, without the 
Lofs of a Moment, of our inftanc Acquiefeence \ and at the fame Time wrote to Mr. Haftings, to 
acquaint him with our Refolution. We conceived that the Situation in which your Decifion placed us, 
was the fame in which we flood before the Receipt of the Advices from England, and we doubt 
not, that you yourfelves underftood, that this was to be the £fte£l of your Decifion. We have now 
the Honour to fend you an exa£t Copy of a Letter which General Clavering has this Day received 
from the Skretary to the Board of Revenue; you will perceive by this Letter, that the Board 
have declared the Places and Offices lately held by General Clavering, of Senior CounfcJlor of the 
Prcfidency of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Companjj’s Forces in India, to be 
vacant *, but they have not yet communicated to either of us the Proceedings on which this extra¬ 
ordinary Declaration is founded. 

Wc do not prefume to foggeft to you any Obfervations on the Illegality of this Aft. You know the 
Tenure by which we hold our Places under an Aft of Parliament, ana the Means by which alone they 
can be lawfully avoided. But there are fome Circumftances belonging to the Faft, of which wc ought 
to apprize you, leaving it to you to confider what Weight ;they may deferve. Mr. Francis, whofe 
Place is not pretended to be vacated, receive , no Summons to attend the Board, and did not know, 
till very late in the Day, and then only by Repor;,that any Board had been aftembled. Though entitled, 
as a Member of the Council, to fee the Proceedings, they have not yet been communicated to him 
as ufual by the Secretary, notwithftanding the extraordinary Importance of the Rcfolutions, which 
appear to have been taken in his Abience. It is further to be obferved, that General Clavering's 
Commiffion as Commander in Chief, comprehends all thf Company's Forces, at the othpr Preftden- 
cies, over which the Governor Gen^l and Q>uncil of Fort William have no direft Authority, You 
will judge whether fuch a Commimon can be vacated in all ia Parts by any. Refolution of the 
Council. I , 

We are perfuaded, that the unki^mon Importance of this Cafe, with all the Confcquences that 
may anend it, will immediately enga^ your Attention s and that, if any Means fbould occur to you, 
to remedy the Injufticc done to General Clavering, and to preveiit the Confcquences. of that |n- 
juftice, as they may moft materially r#ft the pu^ic Service at the prefent critical Conjunfture, you, 
will not be left ready to propoTe thhm on the Irefent Occaftem, than you were to mierpofe your 
Judgment and Authority in the formerInftancai^ .|^|^<atA<9,Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell. 

We, who have already given you the Defer^ce to your Judgment and 

Authority, need hardly rqwat our AflurBnee teiiiM^as.iB&a]l continue to be guided by, thetn* 

We have, kc* 

In 
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In €Oii|«|uenoe of thii. Lfiner from G«nei«I C^i|ftriAg'ai 4 Mri Francis the following Letter wal 
received from the Judges, addrefTed as follows: 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings Elqulre, Governor General, and the Gentlemen of the 
CounciL 


,, Honourable 

,Eai^ thia Morning we received a Letter from General Clavering and Mr, Francis, informing us 
IReibludoo oFlTcfterday, That thf Flacm and Offices held bv General Clavering, of Senior 
of ^e f reCdency of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company’s Forces 

iOjlndia, were vacant i*’ and defiring us to point out any Means that might occur to us, to remedy 
t^at, which they conceived to be an Injuftice done to General Clavering, 

We a 0 u{e ourfelves, that the uncommon Importance of this Cak, with all its poffible Confe* 
queoccs will fuffidently apologtze for our immediate Interference, by our Opinion and Advice; 
and wevemure tohop^ that, although, we have received no Application from you, yet, as on a 
late important Occafioa Generd Clavering and Mr. Francis acquiefeed implicitly in our Opinion, 
given at your Delire, we may be honoured with equal Attention on your Part, when at their Kequeft 
we deliver our Sentiments on an E,vent, wluch we confider as Part of the fame Tranfaflion. 

We cannot be of Opinion (except perhaps in the cafe of legal Conviftion of certain Crimes) that 
your HontMirable Board can, by its own Authority, either remove any Member from the Council, 
or declare his Scat to. be vacant. 

The Advice which upon this Occafton we wtlh to fubmit to you, is, that you would recede from 
putting in Execuuon thofe Refolutions which can. anywife prevent the General from the full and im¬ 
mediate Exerciie of his feveral Offices of Senior Counfellor of this Prefidcncy, and Commander in 
Chief of the Company’s Forces) and that all Parties be placid in the fame Situation in which they 
ftood before the Receipt of the laft Advices from England 1 referving and fubmitting to a Decifion 
in England, the refpeaive Claims that each Party may conceive they have a Right to make, but not 
afting upon thofe Claims, until fuch Decifion ffiall arrive in Bengal. 

We have the Honour to be. 

Fort William, Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

a4th June 1777, , < Your molt obedient humble Servants, 

E. Impey, 

Rob* Chambers, 

S. C. Lcmailtre, 
John Hyde. 

General CIAering and Mr. Francis deliver in the following Minute, and inform the Board, that 
on the ajd Inftant they communicated a Copy of it to the Judges. 


Minute from General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 

I Fort William, asd June 1777. 

Prepared as we are, to abide by the Confequences of the feveral Steps taken by us on Friday the 
noth Inllapt, and adhering to the Opinion on which thofe Steps were founded, notwithftanding our 
fubfequenf and immediate Acquiefccnce in the Judgment of the Chief Jufiice and Judges of the Su¬ 
preme Court of Judicature (the Grounds of which we do not take upon us to controvert) we deem 
It neceflary, for our prefent Juftificatioo, as it may be for our future Defence, to deliver and record 
the l^eafoQs for our Proceeding. 

We mean to ftaie briefly the FaAs as they appear before us, the pofitive Law under which we 
aft, and the Conclufion which we draw from a Comparifon of both. 

On Thurfday the 19th Inftant a Difpatch was received from the Honourable the Court of DI- 
reftors, containing a General Letter, dated the 26th Oftober 1776, and a Poftfeript to ir, dated the 
goth of the fame Month. In the Poftfeript, which is figned by Eighteen of the Direftors, the Ho¬ 
nourable the Court of Direftors inform us, ** that Colonel Macleane had reprefented to them by Letter, 
“ that h waj eutborizedt imfvwtredi end diredled, DtfittefMr, Bajiit^s to rtfign 

“ Us «f Governor General of Bengal^ and torequefi their Nomination of a Suceejfor to the Vacancy 
« voheb vdould therehy be oetqfiened in the Council j that as it appeared, from an Infpeffion of the Pewrs 
** with which Mr.-M^cleane was invefted from Mr. Haftings, and from collateral Teftimony, that 
■* Mr. Macleane was authorized to fignify to them Mr. Haftings's Defire to refigo his Office, they 
** hid unafmo$(/fy rejbhed-te accept fueb R^gnation \ that they had thereupon nominated and, ap- 
« pointed Mr, Wbeler to fucceed to the Office in the Council which would become vacant thereby % 
*( ap^ had prelented a Memorial and Petition to HU Majefty, praying His Majefty’s Con^wto fuch 

Nomination} that the Sttr^taryof State had fignified to them, that the King waa^racioully 
** plealed to approve of their ^^omination} an^^tl^t whatever Ihould occur to them as ncceFary, 
1“ t^on this Adoration in the JdtUnifiratiot ef ibe P^den^ of Bengal^ would be communicated to us 
** by ^cir next Diipatch.’* Copies of Mr. Macleane’s Letter to the Cpurc of Direftors, of their 
\Com.'Rip. IX. [»J Memorial 
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Mdtnbrial and PetltioR to the King,' and of die Letter tbejr received from the Scerefafy Of State,* ire 
annexed to the Poilfcript. 

On the 19th Inftant a Letter was alfo received froiO the Secretary of the Court of Diredlors, 
dated the 15th of November laft, enclofing an attefted Copy of an Inftrument, under the King's 
Sign Manual, by which His Maje^ tanfents fe, appravis^ and eoiffims the Nomination and Appobic* 
ment of Mr. Wheler to the Place and Odice of Counfellor, faid to be avoided ly the Promotion of 
John Clavering, Efquire, to the Place and Office of Governor General. 

On the loth Infianc a Second Letter was alfo received from the Secretary of the Court of 
Directors, dated the 26th November; and a Third^ dated the a&th November; by which we 
are advifed of a Ballot of the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, which had taken plaee On the 
in confequence of certain Proceedings of a General Court, held the aoth of the fame Month. By 
thefe Proceedings, and by the Terms of (he Queftion on which a Ballot was demanded, it appeSrs,i 
that a Doubt had been ftarted by fotne of^the Proprietors, concerning the Validity of Mr. Haftingt*^ 
Reflgnation. The Words of the Queflfon are as follow: 

*» That Mr. Ballings has fignified to the Court of Direftors his Wilh to refigo; and as, in confe* 
** qucncc of foch Refignation, a Vacancy will be occaGoned in the Council at Fort William in Ben- 
** gal, it was pf^r to have the Number completed by a new Appwntment.'* This (^eflion was 
carried in the Affirmative, by 31S Votes againft 63. 

We did not for ourfelves conceive, that the Fadls, ftated in the feveral Letters and Papers beforO 
us, left Room for any Queftion concerning the a£lual Vacancy of the Office of Governor General; 
nor, of courfe, of General Clavering’s inflant Right to fucceed to it: But fince fuch a C^eftiorr has 
not only been raifed, but a Dccifion in fa£l upon it, which we prefume has encouraged Mr, Hafting^ 
to retain PolTetnon of the Office of Governor General, and Mr. Barwell to concur with and fupporc 
him in it} we beg Leave to declare the Reafons on which our Conviftion is founded, that the 
Refufal of Mr. Haftings, to furrender the Place and Office of Governor General to General Clavering, 
is not warranted by Law. 

The Queftion, as we conceive, is ftriflly this: “ Whether the feveral Adis done in England, 
** Grft, by Mr. Macleane, in confequence of certain Powers veiled in him by Mr. Haftings, and 
*' ittfpe^ed and admitted by the Court of Diredlors themfelves •, fecondly, by the Court of Direc> 
«< tors; and laftly, by His Majefty 1 do prove and eftablifh the abfolute Refignation of Mr. 
•* Haftings to be completed inllantly on the Receipt of the Advices from England; or whether 
•* they imply nothing but the Confent of the Court of Diredlors to an intended Refignation, to be 
** completed at whatever Time he (hould think fit to carry his fuppofed Intentions into Execution 
This Queftion can only be decided by an Appeal to that Part of the Adi of the 13th of His prefenc 
Majefty, in which the Cafe of the Avoidance of the Office of Governor General is particularly noticed, 
and provided for. The Words of the Law are as follow: 

“ In cafe of the Avoidance of the Office of fuch Governor General, by Death, Rtfignation, or 
Removal, his Place ftialt, during the Remainder of the Term aforefaid, as often fA the Cafe fhall 
happen, be fupplied by the Ferfon of the Council who ftands next in Rank to fuch Governor 
** General; and in cafe of the Death, Removal, Refignation, or Promotion of any of the faid 
Council, the Diredlors of the faid United Company are hereby empowered, for and during the 
*• Remainder of the faid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Confent of 
** His Majefty, His Heirs and Succefifors, to be fignified under His or their Sign Manual, a Perfon 
*< to fucceed to the Office fo become vacant in the laid Council.** 

In order not to embarrafs the Queftion with fuperfluous Matter, we admit, that the Office of Go¬ 
vernor General is not vacated by the Death or Removal of Mr. Haftings, fuppofing Removal to 
mean DifmifTion; we confine ourfelves to his Refignation; by which we affirm, that fuch Office is 
now pofitively vacated, The Law makes no Proviuon for an intended or conditional Refignation; 
it does not fuppofe fuch a Cafe, diredlly or indiredlly; it empowers the Court of Diredlors and His 
Majefty to perform certain Adis in confequence of a Reflation % and thefe AAs have been performed. 
If after the Performance of fuch Adis, the Refignation were (till underftood to be optional in the 
Governor General, it would follow, that the Operation of the Adis prefcribed to be done by the 
Court of Diredlors and by His Majefty, might be fufpended indefinitely, or totally defeated; and if 
fuch a Cafe had been in the Contemplation of the Legiflature, they would undoubtedly have con- 
fidered the Situation of the appointed Succefibr on bis Arrival in Bengal, and would have provided 
for it. They would not have empowered the Court of Diredlors to appoint a Succefibr to a Place 
whenever the Difpofal of it migbi fall into their Hands by the Refignation of the Incumbent» or 
His Miyefty to confent to fuch an lAppointmcnr, by an Inftrument under His Sign Manual; if fiich 
folemn and important Adis might be rendered vain and nugatory, by the Incumbent’s recraAing 
his Refignation, or deferring the Execution of it to any Period, determinable by his own Pletftue. 
The Cafe at lead would have been fiippofed and povided for by the Legiflature, ** u/bieb, ibeaffirm, bde 
not teen done." And if it had been done, fuch a Concurrence c» fimilar Cafes muft al^ have 
been fuppofed, as we believe would rather have been provided for by the Penalties due to dbe 
grofleft Impoficion, than by any diredl or conftrudive Favor to the Perfons guilty of it. The Cafe 
we allude to is this—It might have happened, that not only the Governor General, but every other 
Member of the Council, might have empowered their Agems in England to fignify to theCOutt of 
Diredlors their Dcfire to refign their refpedlive Offices t that the Court ctf Dire&ors (hould tfw^pOA 
have appointed another Governor General and Four new Counfellors} that fuch Appokiflnems 
6 flu)u]d 
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Majefty*s SigftMMual in.the Five levetal Inftances>, tliattlili 
^erron3 & fliaatdi inKncdiately on the Keceiu of their Appointments, have, embarked for 

Beitga^',;tb»too their Arrival here, the Governor and Council in PofleOlon fliould dedaitj that their 
fippokal Refignatira^aa intended, or conditional, but not abfolute, and that it depended bn their 
oevn Pifcretion at what Time thejr would furrender their refpe£tive Places to their Succeflbrs.. The 
fame Dbdlrine which is underftood to juftify Mr. Haftin^'s prefeht Conduct, would equally juftify 
the whole Council in the Cafe Tuppofcd. The Abfurdity of the Suppofition is too glaring to require 
OP admit of IHuftration, 

’ .)f the Meatus offnc Law be fuch as we underftand it, it could not, as we prefume, be weakened^ 
altemd* or qualifiiedt by any Terms made ufe of by the C^urt of Direi^ors in their Letters to us, or 
ia,the;Fonn of the Inftruments drawn up by them, or even in the Form of the Royal Sign Manual; 
fu^fing fuch Terms to imply an Intention to do fome ASt different from that Aft alone which che 
Law empowers them to do 1 and if the contrary were maintained; it might follow, that the Terms 
ufed in drawing up legal Inftrumcnts mighc totally alter the poGtive Provifion made by the Law; 
and defeat the Intention of the Legiflatu/e t end this might be done at the Pleafure or by tiie Mif- 
take of the Perfons empowered to draw up fuch Inftrumeni: But we do riot admit that a Suppofition 
of any Difference wbatibever, between the true Meaning of the Law and the Intention of the Court 
of Direftors, is warranted by the Terms made ufe of in all or any of the Papers or Inftrumcnts 
now in queftioo. 

Firff, ti>«n, we take it for granted, that Mr. Macieane was empowered to Ggnify to the Court 
of Direftors the Defire of Mr. Haflings to refign bis Office, becaufe the Direftors (who alone are 
the competent Judges of that Point, io far as it relates to the prefent Queftion) tell us, that tb^ 
bad infpeSiei bis PetoerSt and had thereupon unanimoufy rtjohed to accept the Refignation. It Will reft 
with Mr. Macieane and the Court of Direftors, to anfwer for their Conduft, if either he has afted 
without Power, or they have accepted the R^gnation without fufficient Evidence of his pofleffing 
fuch Powers. In the Queftion to be decided here, Mr. Macleane*s Letter is of no Confequence 
whatfoever. It is true the Court of Direftors fpeak of the VacatKy ariGng from this Refignation in 
the future Tenfc, bur it is equally true, that they fpeak of the ReGgnation in the prefent Tenfe*, 
for they uo where call it an intended Refignation. ConGdering the Fafts, they could not properly 
make ufe of any other Form of Language. They well knew that Mr. Haftings had not quitted 
Bengal, and they underftood that he would continue to hold and aft in the Office of Gbvernor 
General, until be fhould be informed of their Acceptance of his Refignation» but that information 
could not probably reach him in lefs than Six Months from che Day on which his ReGgnation was 
acQcpted in England. They could not give Mr. 'Wheler the immediate Right of Poffieffion of a 
Seat, which they knew was tull, and mult continue fo for Six Months; but they did appoint him to 
the Seat which they knew would be a^ually vacant, as foon as mighc be poffible for him to take 
Poftellloii of it, if not fome Time fooner. This we conceive to be the true and only Senle in which 
all the Terms, whether in the Court of Direftors Letter to us, or in their Memorial to His Majefty, 
or in their Commiffion to Mr. Wheler, which refer to a future Vacancy in the Council, muft be un- 
dcrftoodi 

If the Words, a "Defire to refign, formally Ggnified to the Perfons empowered by Law to accept 
fuch Refignation and to Gil up the confequent Vacancy, do not Ggnify a real ReGgnation, they may 
be conftrueci into any other Senfei they may then be underftood to imply an unlimited Power of con¬ 
tinuing in Pofteffion. 

It is fufficient for us, however, that the Court of Direftors underftood the Words as a real Re¬ 
fignation, and unanimoufly accepted it accordingly» onlefs it fiiould be aflerted, that the Court of 
Direftors meant to accept an Intention only, which mighc be changed the next Moment and reduced 
to nothingi But they not only accept the ReGgnation, but they perform thofe Afts which by Law 
could only be done in confequence of an ablolute ReGgnation. In their Memorial to the King 
they fay, that Warren Haftings bad caufed Hotice to be given to them of his DcGre to rcGgn his Office, 
and they nominate and appoint another Perfon to fuccccd to the Office which will become vacant by 
the aforefaid ReGgnation. The fame Aflertion is repeated, and the fame Form of Appointment to 
an Office which fialt become vacant by the faid Refignation is obferved in Mr. Wheler’s Commiffion 1 
and, admitting the ReGgnation to be abfolute in our Senfe of it, fuch a Commiffion could not 
poffibly be drawn up in any other Form ; for if it had, it would have appointed Mr. Wheler to a 
Place which was full, and then there might have exifted a Governor General and Five Counfcllors 
for Bengal at the fame Moment of Time. The Place was full, and continued fu till Thurfday laft: 
On that Day we conceive it became vacant, and is of ought to be open to Mr. Wheief. The Di¬ 
reftors therefore fptfak with Precifion when they fay the Place wUl become vacant» but if fuch 
Vacancy is to depend on Mr. Haftings’s preftnt Refoiurion, he may refolve to cobtiniie in Office till the 
End of the Five Years limited by Parliament, and then the Place which the Direftors fay^/ 7 / become 
vacant, never will become vacant. In the mean Time a Succcflbr to Colonel Monfon may arrive in 
Bengal, and take his Seat at the Board •, and Mr. Wheler, though appointed before him, may either 
be difappointed entirely, or rake Rank under a Perfon whofe Appointment is later than his own. 

The Shorinefs of the Time, as the Court of Direftors cxprcfsly teU us, would not then permit 
them to write more at large •, hue they promife to communicate to us by the next Difpatch, whatever 
fhould occur to them as neceffary upott the Alteration in the Adminiftration of this Prtfidency. We 
fhall not therefore for the prefent difpute the Force of any Arguments drawn from their nut having 

then 
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tAen been able to prepare and fend out the iformal Commiffioh to Gem4>^ISwingraa'Governor of 
the Fort, and to Colonel Monfon as Commander in Chief, becaufe we expert ttiac the firft Difpacch 
received from the Court of DWedlors will contain an Anfwer of Faft to alt fach Arguments t at the 
fame Time we do not mean to admit, that the Rights vefted in General Claverii^ |}]r Law can be 
affcifled by any Delay of the Coon of Dire&ors to fend out thofe Commtffiob^' Or even by their 
Rcfolution not to fend them at all. 

We have never alHrmed that Mr. Haftings did vacate his Office in October laft, tnoch lefs have 
we contended that any A6b done by the Governor General and Council from that Tini|e to the pie* 
lent, to which he was a Party, might be illegal, or in any Degree queftionable. This is not the 
Qjieftion; but we doubt not it will be a very ferious one to hitn< whether any A&s done by him as 
Governor General, from the Time when the Court of Direftors Letters were received, are equally 
free from Exception, and whethw this wj^le Tranfaflion will not be confidered by that Power, 
which alone can take Cognizance of it, as' the grofleft Infult to the Authority of the Company, of 
the Court of Direflors, and of the Legilkture, as well as to the Dignity of the King. 

Having done every Thing that dejpended on us to aflert the Right which we conceived had legally 
devolved on General Clavering, as nir as could be effedled without violent Meafures, the Idea of 
which could never prefent itielf to $u without Horror; we lhall leave "it to Mr. Haftings to continue, 
as he has declared himfclf refolved, to aflert and maintain the Authority rcpofcd in him, under hit 
Appointment by the AA of Parliament, and to anfwer for it at his Peril. 

(Signed) J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 

General Clavering and Mr. Francis alfo deliver in a Copy of a Letter from them to the Judges, 
dated 2 ilt loftant. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juftice, 

Robert Chambers, Efquire, 

S. C. Lemaiftre, Efquire, 

J. Hyde, Efquire, 

Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

Honourable Sirs, 

We are to acknowledge the Honour of your Letter dated laft Night, and to return you our Thanks 
for the Trouble you have taken in conlidering the Papers which we took the Liberty of tranfmitting 
to you, and for the explicit Opinion with which you have favoured us thereupon. 

Having appealed to your Judgment and Authority, we do not hefuate to acquiefee in your una¬ 
nimous, clear, and decided Opinion upon the Subje 61 of that Appeal} and we think it incumbent on 
us to give you the earlied; Information of our Intentions in this RefpeA, that you may be at once re¬ 
lieved from any Apprehenfion which a Doubt on this Point might fugged to you. 

In order to clear and defend, as far as may be, the feveral Steps taken by us Ycfterday, and not 
with any View of purfuing thofe Steps, or of controverting the Arguments contained in your Letter, 
we lhall take an early Opportunity of dating to you, the Grounds and Reafons on which our Opinion 
was founded, that the Office of Governor C^neral had, both in Right and FaA, devolved to General 
Clavering -, and we irud that, whether they may be fufficienc or not to imprefs on the Minds of 
others the fame ConviAion which they have left on ours, they will appear to have fome Weight, 
and to deferve fome Degree of Confideration. 

We have the Honour to be, 

Fort William, Honourable Sirs, 

the 2id June 1777. Your mod obedient and 

mod humble Servants, 

(Signed) J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 

General Clavering and Mr. Francis alfo deliver in a Letter from them to the Governor General, of 
the fame Date. 


Sk, 


To the Honourable W arren Hadings, Efquire, &c. ice, &c. 

You are already apprifed of our litentions to addrefs a Letter to the Judges of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature on the SubjeA of the Difpatches received on Tburfday lad from the Honourable Court 
of DireAors r a Copy of that letter is in the Hands of the Secretary, who will lay it before you. 

We have this Morning received an Anfwer from the Judges, of the Contents ox which, we take for 
granted, you are duly apprifed by themfelves. 

We have now the Honour to enclofe to you a Copy of our Reply to the Judges, that you might 
have the carlicd Information of our Inteniion to acquiefee in their Opinion on the SubjeA of our 
Appeal to their Judgment and Authority. 

We have the.Honour to be, 

Calcutta, Sir, 

the 2 id June 1777. Your mod obedient humble Servants, 

(Signed) J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 
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The Governor General and Mr. Barwell defire to record the following Letters; vi^. 

Their Letters to the Judges. 

Their Letters to General Clavering and Mr. Francis t and 

The Anfwcr returned to the latter by General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 

To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, Knight, Chief Juftice, and the other Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, at Fort William. 

Honourable Sirs* 

We have had the Honour to receive your Letter of this Date, addrefifed to the Governor General 
and Council, which we have inllantly forwarded to General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 

As Parties united in the SubjeA which furniflicd the Occafion to it, we think it proper, in this fe- 
pafate Reply, to give you the fpeedielt Informatkm of its EfTeft on our Conduft. 

As we on a former Reference declared our Refolution to yield implicitly to your Decifion, wc do 
now in like Manner mofi chearfully, and without Hefitationi aflure you, that we fball as: implicitly 
conform to your Advice now given us, regarding it as leg^t Authority, by receding from all thofe 
Refolutions which can in anywifc prevent the General from the full and immediate Exercife of his 
feveral Offices of Senior Counlcllor of this Prefidency and Commander in Chief of the Company’s 
Forces, by coidenting, that all Parties be placed in the fame Situation in which they flood before 
the Receipt of the laft Advice from England, referving and fubmitting our Claims to a Decifion in 
England, but not adding upon thofe Claims until fuch Decifion fhall arrive in Bengal. • 

As the Refolutions we had taken during the Separation of. General Clavering and Mr. Francis 
from our Council, were tlie Rcfult of their A6ts, and of the fulled Conviftion operating on our 
Minds, both of their Obligation to us, and of the legal Incompctency of any Powers vefted in the 
Board, or in any individual Members of it, to retraft them} and as in adopting thofe Refolutions, we 
yielded to the foie Impulfe of our Senfe of public Duty, in Repugnance to our pcrfonal Feelings t wc 
are happy that your Interpofition has freed us from lo painful a Neceflity; and moft fincercly wilh 
that it will prove the Means of reftoring that Peace and Harmony to the Government, which have 
been broken by the pad Tranfadtions. 

This Determination we fhall without Delay impart to the other Members of our Council, and fiiall 
propofc to meet them To-morrow Morning in Council, on the Footing which you have recommended. 

We arc, with Refpeft, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Fort William, Your'mod obedient, and 

the a4th June 1777. mod humble ^rvants, 

(Signed) • W. Haflings, 

R. Barwell. 

To General Clavering and Philip Francis, Efquires. 

Ocntleihen, 

Wc have the Honour to fend you Copy of a Letter, which we have fcparatcly written to the 
Judges, in anfwcr to theirs addrefTed to the Governor General and Council. 

We repeat to you our Refolution to confrirm implicitly to their Advice. The Governor General 
has accordingly directed the Secretary of the Revenue Department, to fend- the ofual Summons for 
the Afiembly of the Board To-morrow Morning, at the Revenue Councii HoUfc, where wc hope to 
be again honoured with the Prcfence of General Clavering. 

We have the Honour to be, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) W. Hadings, 

the 24th June 1777. R. Barwell. 

To the Honourable Warren Hadings, Efquire, Governor General, and 
Richard Barwell, Efquire. 

Gentlcfnea, 

Wc have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter, dated this Evening, cnclofing 
a Copy of one which you inform us you had fcparatcly written to the Judges, and repeating to us 
your Refolution to conform irrtplicilly to their Advice. 

• Underdaadtng hereby, that you mean to recede from your Refolution of Ycderday, and that ail 
Parties are to be placed in the State in which they were before the Receipt of the lad Advices from 
England, the Claims of each being referved^ General Clavering, under this Idea, means to do hirn- 
felf the Honour of attending hiS Duty » Council To-morrow, in compliance with the Summons he 
has this Evening received from’ the Governor General. ^ 

Wc have the Honour to be, 



Gentlemen, 

Fort William, 

Your mod obedient, and 

the 24th June 1777. 

.' ■' r ’ 

mod humble Servants, 

(Signed) J, Clavering, 

P. Francis. 


; Siii^CoM. Rzp. IX. 
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Governor General, 

In conformity to the Opinion and Advice deUvered by the Judges, in their Letter of Yefterday’s 
Date, addreHcd to the Governor General and Council, and to the Declarations in Writing fince made 
by Mr. Barwcll and myfelf, in confequence thereof, to the Judges, and to General Clavering and Mr. 
Francis, 1 now move. That the Board do recede from putting in lixecution all thofe Refolutions pafled 
fince the aoth Initant, which can anywife prevent the General from the full and immediate Eitercife 
of his I'everal Offices of Senior Counfellor of this Prefidency and Commander in Chief of the Com¬ 
pany’s Forces, and that all Parties be placed in the fame Situation in which they flood before the Re¬ 
ceipt of the lad Advices from England $ jeljEtving and fubmttting to a Oecifion in England, the re- 
fpedlive Claims that each Party may conceive they have a Right to make, but not adling upon tholb 
Claims until fuch Decifion (hall arrive in Bengal, I alfo move, That a Copy of the Judges Letter 
to the Board, of Yefterday’s Date, be circulate to the Provincial Councils, and the Commandants of 
the Military Stations, ReOdents, &c. ^ 

Thefe Motions being unanimoufty agreed to i 

Kefolved, That the Board do recede from putting in Execution all thofe Refolutions palTed fince 
the 2oth Inftant, which can anywife prevent the General from the full and immediate Exercife of 
his fcveral Offices of Senior Counfellor of this Prefidency, and Commander in Chief of the Com¬ 
pany’s Forces, and chat all Parties be placed in the fame Situation in which they ftood before the 
Receipt of the laft Advices from England j referving and fubmitting to a Decifion in England, the 
refpeftive Claims that each Party may conceive they have a Right to make, but not a£ling upon 
thofe Claims till fuch Decifion fiiall arrive in Bengal. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to all the Officers commanding at Military Stations, 


To the feveral Commanding Officers. 

Sir, 

We herewith tranfmit to you the Copy of a Letter addrefled to the Governor General and Coun¬ 
cil by the Chief Juftice and Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, and of the Refolutions of 
the Board pafled this Day in conlequence thereof, for your Information and Guidances which we 
direft you to make public in General Orders s and we hereby revoke all Orders iflTued fince'the 19th 
Inftant which have a contrary Tendency to the faid Refolutions s and we diredt you to obey all luch 
Orders, and a^ in fuch a Manner as is direfled by the InftruAions from the Court of Oireflors 
dated 39th March 1774, and already publilhed in General Orders. 

We are, &c. 


Fort William, 
the a5th June 1777. 


Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the feveral Provincial Councils, Colleftors, and 
Hefidents. 


To the Provincial Councils, Collectors, and Refidents. 

Gentlemen, 

Wc herewith tranfmit to you the Copy of a Letter addrefied to the Governor General and Council 
by the Chief Juftice and Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, and of the Refolution of 
the Board pafied this Day in coniimuence thereof, for your Information and Guidance. 

Wc art, &c. 

Fort William, 
the 25th June 1777. 

Read the following Letter from Colonel Morgan. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Council. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I have been honoured with your Letter of this Date, and as Part of the ExtraCls of the Proceed¬ 
ings of the Board of the aid Inltahc is copM inm the Orderly Books, I (hall, agreeable to your 
Directions, keep the Books in my PpiTeffion till farther Orders. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Fort William, Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

the 24th June, 1777. Your veiy obedient and 

moft bumble Servant,' 

Janies Moi^an,' 
Colonel Commandant; 

Agreed, That the following Addition be made to the Letter to Colonel Moi^an. 

In Addition, to Colonel Morgan. 

We have received your Letter of 24thioftant s and further direCt you to erafe from sdl the Orderly 
10 Books 
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Books of the Garrifon of Fort William and its immediate Dependencies, fuch Part of the Extrafts 
of the Proceedings of the Board of the aad Mantas have been copied in them, thofc Orders being 
repealed. 

Refolved, That a Copy of all the Proceedings from the aoth Inftant to this Day iocluHve, be 
immediately tranfmitted to the Court of Direftors, with the following Letter: 

To the Honourable the Court of Diredlors. 

Honourable Sirs, 

We have duly received your Commands of the 25th Oftober 1776, with the Poftfeript, dated the 
30th Odtober, and the fcvcral Papers accompanying that Difpatch, as Well as the Letters from your 
Secretary, bearing Date the 12th and 15th November, and their Enclofures. 

For the Tranfaftions which have palled in confequence of the Receipt of thefe Advices, wc beg 
Leave to tranfmit to you, without a Comment, a compleat Copy of all-out Proceedings from the 
10th Inftant to this Day incluftve. 

We arc, &c. 

Fort William, 

25th June 1777. 

Agreed, That this Letter be forwarded, in Duplicate, to the Prefident and Council of Fort St. 
George, by the Poft. One Copy to be difpatched from thence by the Salilbury, if Ihe (hall not have 
failed before it arrives; and the other by the Hedor, or fuch other Conveyance as may offer. 

Agreed, That the following Letter be written to the Commodore, Sir Edward Hughes, and to 
the Prefident and Council of Fort St. George. 

To Commodore Sir Edward Hughes. 

Sir, 

Having fome Difpatches of Importance which we are delirous to tranfmit to the Honourable the 
Court of Diredors, wc requeft you will detain the Salilbury until their Arrival, as we hope to for* 
ward them in a Day or Two. 

The fame to the Prefident, Council, &c. at Fort St. George, to detain the Hedor. 

Wc are, &c. 


As the Secretary will require much Time to compleat thefe Difpatches; 

Agreed to clofe the Proceedings on this Subjed here. 

Ordered, That the Secretary to the Public Department do prepare a compleat Copy of the Pro¬ 
ceedings of General Clavering and Mr. Francis, held on Friday laft, with the following Letters as 
an Appendix to thofc Proceedings} and that he do fend them under Cover with thefe Difpatches, 
when ngned. 

Lift of Packet from the General Department. 

Confultaiion 20th June, and Appendix to Ditto.- 

N* I. Letter from General Clavering to Mr. Haftings, dated zoth June, 

2. fetter from the Chief Juftice, &c. to General Clavering and Mr. Francis, dated 20th June, 

received early in the Morning of the 21ft. 

3. Reply of General Clavering and Mr. Francis to the Chief Juftice, &c. 

4. Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis to Mr. Haftings, encloGng the foregoing 
Letter to the Judges. 

5. Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis to the Judges. 

6. Minute enclofed in the above, explaining the Grounds of their ConduA for the Adis done 

by them on the 20th Inftant. 

7. Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis to the Judges. 

8 . Letter from Mr. Secretary Sumner, declaring his Offices vacant, 

9. Letter from the Chief Juftice, &c. to General Clavering and Mr. Francis, cnclofing 

N* 10. 

10. Letter from the Judges to the Governor General and Council. 

11. Letter from Mr. Haftings and Mr. Harwell to General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 

12. Letter from Mr. Haftings and Mr. Harwell to the Chief Juftice, &c. declaring they Will 

acquiefee to their Opinion enclofed in the foregoing Number. 

1 a. Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis to Mr. Haftings and Mr. Harwell. 

^ W. Bruere. 

Fort William, Affiftant Secretary. 

a9th June 1777. 

Agree'd, That the following Letter do accompany thefe Difpatches to Fort St. George. 


To 
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To Commodore Sir Edward Hughes, 

Sir, 

We have herewith the Honour to tranfmit you the Difpatchcs, which we acquainted you in our 
Letter of the 25th Infliant we were defirous to convey to the Honourable tlie Court of Diredori by 
the Salilbury. 

We arc, &c. 

Warren Haftings, 
J. Clavering, 

The fame to the Council at Fort St. George, by the Heftor. RicM Barwell, 

F. Francis, 

Fort William, Revenue Department. 

Richard Sumner, Secretary to the Governor General and Council in their Revenue Department, 
maketh Oath, and faith, That the annexed Papers are true Copies of the Confultations of the Ho¬ 
nourable the Governor General and Council, as directed by them to be entered in this Department, 
from the aoth to the 25th Inftant inclufive, except the Conclufions of the AddrclTes to the Letters, 
which It is not ufual to copy. 

the 29th June 1777, 

Sworn at Fort William in Bengal, (Signed) R" Sumner, 

this 29 Day of June 1777. (A true Copy) 

(Signed) J. Hyde. Rev. Dep' R' Sumner, 

Secretary, 


Declaration of Rane Dyal, Hircarrah. 

At 11 o’clock of the Day on Thurfday the 19th of June, AlTury Jematdar gave me 
Three Notes of Summons for the Committee (the Council of Revenue) with Orders to deliver them 
to the different Gentlemen of the Council. I accordingly went to the Council Houfc, where the 
Gentlemen then were, and having given them to Mahomed Zemmau, Mr. Barwell’s jemmadar, he 
carried them into the Council Houfe to deliver to the difierent Gentlemen i and I then went away, 
giving an Account of what I had done, to the Jemmadar. 

Sworn at Fort William, in Bengal, by Ramdyal, Hircarrah, this 29th Day «F June 1777, 

Before me, 

(Signed) J. Hyde. 

Declaration of Bricht ^ng, Hircarrah* 


On Friday the 20th of June, Aflury Jematdar gave me a Note, which he received from Mr; 
Sumner, in order to deliver to Mr. I-'rancis. I carried this Note to the Council Houfe, and delivered 
it to Biggenant Sing, Mr. Francis’s Jemmadar, telling him that it was from Mr. Sumner, and de- 
firing he would prelcnt it to his Matter. The Jemmadar took the Note, and carried it into the 
Council Houfe. Upon his Return 1 afkcd him for an Anfwcr to it j he told me to wait a little 
while i and fliortly afterwards went into the Council Houfe again, and returning, faid, « Give 
“ Mr. Francis’s Selam to your Matter." I then came away, and told AlTury Jematdar this 
Anfwcr which I had received. 

Sworn at Fort William in Bengal, by Bricht Sing, Hircarrah, this apth Day of June 1777, 

Before me 

J. Hyde. 


William Chalmers, Efquire, Perfian Tranfiator to the Khalfa, maketh Oath, and &itb. That the 
annexed Tranflacions arc true and exa^lTranflations of the Affidavits feverally made by Ramdial, 
Hircarrah, and Bricht Sing, Hircarrah, tefbre Mr.Juftice Hyde, this 29th June 1777, at Fort William. 

. ‘ (Signed) W. Chalmers. 


Sworn at Fort William in Bengal, this 29th Day of June 1777, Before me 

1 (Signed) 


J. Hyde. 


This Paper is annexed to theie Proceedings by the Content of the feveral Memberi of the 
Board. 


(Signed) 


R' Sumner, 
Secretary. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT of Fort William Revenue Coofultations, ift Joljr 1777. 
Read the 'foltewing Letter from Colonel Morgan; 


To the Honourable Warren Hading Efquire, Governor General, and Council. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

1 have been honoured with your Letter of this Date, encIoGag the Judges Letter to your 
honourable Boat'd, and your Refolves i and 1 have, agreeable to your DiteAions, given Orders for 
the immediate Publication thereof. 

J am, with RefpeA, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) Ja* Mormn, 

June 25th 1777. Colonel Commandant. 

Read the following Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Tottingham: 

To the Honourable W'arren Hadings, Efquire, Governor General, See. and Members 
of the Supreme Council. 

Gentlemen, 

1 have the Honour to receive your Letter of the aad Indant, accompanying a Copy of the Opinion 
of the Judges, which I have caufed to be publilhed in General Orders. 

Berhampore, 1 am, &c.- 

*5th June 1777. (Signed) J. Tottingham. 


Read the following Letter from Lieutenant Colonel Muir; 

To the Honourable Warren Hadings, Efquire, Governor General, ficc. and Council. 
Gentlemen, 

Your Letter of the 25th Indant I had the Honour of receiving, with the Copies of a Letter, ad- 
drelTed to the Governor General and Council by the Chief Judice and Judges of the Supreme 
Court of Judicature, and the Refolutions of the Board in confequence thereof. 

Agreeable to your Direflions, the above-mentioned Letter, and the Refolutions of the Board, (ball 
be publilhed in General Orders at this Station; and the Ariided Attention paid to the Indruflions from 
the Court of Diredlors, dared the a9th March 1774. 

I have the Honour to be, with the greated Refpeft, &c. 

(Signed) G. Muir, 

Barrickpore, L'. Col'. 2d B''*. 

JuncV7th 1777. Comm". 

! 

Read the following Letter from Captain Campbell: 

T<i the Honourable Warren Hadings, Efquire, Governor General and Council. 
Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I am honoured with the Receipt of your Letter of Ycderday, enclofing a Copy of a Letter ad- 
drefied to the Governor General and Council by the Chief Judice and Judges of the Supreme Court 
of Judicature, together with the Refolution of the Honourable the Board, paOed in confequence 
thereof, which lhall driflly be obeyed and carried into Execution. 

1 am, Sec. 

■ B. Budge, W" Campbell, 

June 26,-1777. Cap* Commandant. 

E X T R A C T of Fort William Revenue Confuitations, id July 1777. 

Read the following Lettftr.ffom Mr. Auriol to the Secretary : 

'iTo RichsKl^sil^timier, Elqutre, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. , 

Sif, ' - ' 1 • -''i' , 

I now enclole my Defence to the Charges produced againd mes which 1 requed the Favour of you 
to deliver at the Firft Meeting^ tbcGovernor General and Council in your Department. 

As the Charges wilLappea^ againft;me in the FfOCeedings which are now under Difpatch for 
Europe, and as the Order for me to make luy Defence will alfo appear many Days before the Date 

Ss*. Com. Rep. IX. [bb] of 
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of their Difpatch, 1 hope that the Board will be pleafed to allow a Copy of my Defence to be (ent a 
Number in the Packet. 


Fort William, 
27th June 1777k 


I am, icc. 

(Signed) J. P. Anrioh 


The Boa^ having agreed to Mh Auriol^a Requeft, the Secretary informs them, that hia Defence 
Was lent a Number in the Packet. 

Read the Defence as follows: 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, ^iquire. Governor General, and to the other Members of 
the Board oi Revenue. 

Honourable Sir^ and Sirs, > ^ 

I have been honoured with a Letter from your Secretary, apprifing me of certain AccufationS 
preferred againd me, to which I am required to make my Defence. 

Confeious as lam, that while I have had the Honour to adt in a public Capacity, 1 have invariably 
made it my Study to pay the moft ftriA and unprgudiced Obedience to the Authority of Govern* 
ment; that I have endeavoured, in all Matters of a public Nature, todiveft myfelf of private Opinion, 
and to confine my Attention folely to the Duties of my Office x I cannot but be impreiTed with the 
deepeft Concern to fee Charges of Mifcondudl thus publicly exhibited againft me. It is with the 
greatefi Alacrity however that I fit down to write my Detence, as well from a Regard to my own 
Charadter, as in Hopes to remove any Reproach upon it from the Minds of Perfons wbofe Appro¬ 
bations 1 have ever wilhed. 

If in the Inifance which gave Occafion for the Charges againft me, I have miftaken the Line of 
Condudl which I ought to have purfued, and exceeded the Bounds of my Duty, I hope that I Ihall 
be acquitted of any intentional Impropriety, when the following Circumftances are ronfidered. 

In the Courfe of my Evidence delivered Yefterday in Council, I had the Honour to prefent you 
with a Relation of the Circumftances which preceded the liTue of the Summons, on which you have 
thought proper to found the Accufaiions againft me. I hope it will be unneceftary therefore to 
repeat them in this Place i and as every other Adtion fpecified in the Charges was neceftarily the 
confequence of the firft, I ihall account for them all at the fame Time, by ftating the Motives in 
general which adluated my Condudl. 

The Difpatches from the Honourable the Court of Diredlors, intimating the Defirc of thtf 
Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, to refign his Place and Office of Governor General; their 
Acceptance of fuch Refignation, and the con^uenc Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, 
to the Seat in Council, laid to be avoided by the Promotion of General Clavering x feemed, in the 
Opinion of General Clavering, to be fufficient Authority to juftify him in immediately alTuming the 
Title of Governor General; and this Opinion being fupported by the concurrent Sentiments of Mr, 
Francis, 1 conceived that it would have amounted to the Height of Prefumption in me to have 
queftioned or oppofed the deliberate Conclufions formed by fuch Authorities, merely on the Weight 
of my own perfonal Opinion, had it been contrary to theirs. The Right of General Clavering’s 
Claim was found to the laft a Matter of lb much Uncertainty, as to caufe an unanimous Reference to 
the Decifion of the Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature, and an attentive and mature 
Inveftigation of it on their Part j I prefumc therefore, that an inftant Judgment could neither be 
expelled from me, nor was it my Province to make it. I confidered myfelf merely as the Inftru- 
ment ufed to fignify to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis the General’s Dcfire to meet them in Council, 
for the Purpofes deferibed, without taking upon myfelf theJeaft Degree of Refponfibility, either for 
the Title he had alTumed, or the Summons which he had caufed to be ilTucd. I fpoke in his Name 
and by his Order j the Summons was not ilTucd as an Aft of Government, it was not in the Name 
of the Board, nor could it produce any further Efteft, than the Members of the Board conftituting 
the Government ihould be pleafed to allow it. 

I beg Leave however to remark, that fome Doubts did occur to me before I wrore the Summons, 
which 1 thought might have efcaped the Oblervatlon of the General by Mr. Francis. Thefe 1 took 
the Liberty to mention to them in the Reafons which I afligned for alking what Title Ihould be 
given to General Clavering in them, viz. ** That bis Succeflion to the Chair had not been refolved 
** in Council and proclaimed, and that the Formalities, ufual on fuch Occafions, of receiving the 
*• Keys of the Treafury, Fort, &c. had not pafled.” This, I apprehended, was all that in Decency 
it became me to fay on the Occafion; perhaps if more Time hm been allowed me for Refleftion 
on the Confcquences of the Meafures propofed, I mig^t have endeavoured to avert them by a 
proper Remonftrance i but fituated as 1 then was, I could not be confeious of an^ Impropriety in 
what I did. I was direfted to write andiflue a SumifioaaImmediately, kod conceiving myfelf, as 
I have raid before, nothing more than an Inftroment to convey'the WonJs of another, 1 complied ^ 
one Summons I delivered to Mr. Francis, who was prefeSKir tbe qdwr i^nsib Mr* Harwell. 

The Members of Council having been thus fummoned or invited to the Council Houle, k Was 
incumbent on me, I thought, to attend them thwe. • ' ■ f-' , ' < ' ..i.,,. - • 

General Clavering had mentioned an Applicattoa feflt^cfodtn him tb Mr. Ibf^ die. Keys of 

the Treafury, and the ^her Enligns of hA§ Office y but^no Aniwerwaa received to ii, liU afier the 
General had taken the Oath of Governor General,' alTuimbd tike Chair, and diftated a Proclamatton, 

widk 
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with other MinutMt which I had accordingly taken in Writing t nor was I apprized that Mr. Barwell 
did not intend to comply with the General’s Suinmoiu, till the Receipt of Commands, figned by the 
Governor General and Mr. Barwell, which 1 had the Honour immediately to acknowledge, and which 
1 have fince duly attended to. 

The fjctter that 1 am accofed, in the 5th Article, of having written to Mr. Sumner, was in Reply 
to ooe from bii^ containing a'RequiGtlon for the Difpatches from Europe, then in the PofiTclfion of 
General Clavering. It was exprcftly written in the Name of General Clavering and Mr. Francis, 
didlatfed by them, and, confequently, Ipeciffihg the Title aflumed by the former. In this, as in 
other Cafes before mentioned, I conceive that no Rcrponfibllity fell on me, fince the Principals were 
avowed in the Letter i Befides, it contained nothing more than an Intimation of what they themfelves 
were employed io wridng, that-is, an Addrefs to the jOd^s. I have ever confidered myfclf obliged 
to obey the Orders of any Member of the Adminiftration individu.ally: On the prefent Occafion 1 had 
the joint Authority of Two Members} and the Letters of Information ifiued by me (for there were 
ho Orders) were cxprcfsly written in their Names, and avowed by them as their own Afbs. 

1 have the Honour to be,.. 

Fort William, With the utmoil Refpedb, 

the Juoez4th 1777. Honourable Sir and Sirs;, 

Your mod; obedient, 

A true Copy. and moft humble Servant, 

R** Sumner, (Sighed) J. P. AUriol. 

Secretary. 

Governor General, 

1 defire the Opinion of the Board may be takeh, whether the Charges preferred againft Mr. AurioI 
are proved; 

Mr. Francis, . , 

It appears to me, that the putting this Queftion, at this Time, is repugnant to the true Spirit and 
Meaning of an unanimous Rciblutioh of the Board i by which it was agreed. That every Thing Qiould 
be replaced on the Footing on which it Rood before Thurfday the 19th of lall Month} and muft leave 
to chofe Members of the Board who think there was Ground for fuch Charges, to determine, 
whether Mr. AurioPs Anfwer to them be fatisfedlory or bot. 

Governor General, 

I beg Leave to interrupt the Proceedings (and I am thankful to Mr; Frincis for having furnifhed 
me with the Grounds for it) that my Queftion may be Withdrawn i My only Rcafon for putting ir, 
was the Neeeflity which Mr. AurioPs Defence feemed to impofe upon me of proceeding through this 
Enquiry to (he regular IlTue of it. Nothing adverfe to Mr. Aurlol was intended by me •, and 1 gladly 
fake this Occafion to do Juftice to his Merit, by declaring, that I fhall at all Times be pleafed tO 
afford my Teftimony of it, and to join in beftowing on It the Rfecompence which it deferves, 

Mr. BarwcD, 

1 agree. 

General Clavcrings 
I agree. 

Refolved, That the Motion be iVithdriwn; 


PROCEEDINGS of General Clavering and Mr. Francis. Confultation, the20th June 1777. 


At a Councili PRESENT, 

Lieutenant General John Clavering; who takes the Oath of Governor General. 
Philip Francis, Efquire. 


Pob. Dep* 
Friday. 


Read i^aia the General Letter received Yeftcfday from the Honourable the Court of DireAors. 
Head the foUowiog Letter from General Clavering to the Secretary. 


To James Peter AurioI, Efquire, Secretary to the Supreme Council, See. &c. 

Sir, 

In confequence of the Letter from the Honourable Court of DircAors, under Date the 36th Oc¬ 
tober 1776, received and read Ycfterday in Council; by which this Government is informed, That 
Warren Haftings, Efquire^ had refigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal i that the Ho¬ 
nourable Court of Diredors had accepted fuch Refignation; and that the Vacancy thereby created 
had beeo filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, nominated and appointed by 

t the 
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the Court of Olrtilors, and approved of by HU Majefty, in the Manner and according to the 
Forms ptefcribcd By Law; And another Letter, dated the 15th November 1776, from Mr. Peter 
Michell, Secretary to the Honourable Court of Dire 0 »rs, having alfo been received, and read 
Yefterday in Council, in which an attcfted Copy is tranfmitted of the Inftrumcnt under HU Majcfty*s 
Sign Manual, bearing Pate the 26th Day of Odkober 1776, by which His Majefty confents to and 
approves of the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of Edward Whelcr, Efquire, to the 
Place and Office of one of the Counfellors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by my 
Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General: 

I do hereby order and diredt you to iflue, immediately, a Summons in my Name, as Governor Ge¬ 
neral, to Richard Barwell and Philip Francis, Eiquires, to attend a Meeting of the Council, at the 
Council Houfe, at Eleven o’clock this Forenoon, for the fpecial Purpofc of ilTuing the neceflary 
Diredlions for proclaiming the Change in .(he Government, and forgiving fuch other Orders and 
Diredkions as may be neceflary thereupon.- 

1 am, 

Friday Morning, Sir, 

20th June 1777. Your moft obedient Servant, 

(Signed) J. Clavering. 

The Secretary informs the Board, That he iflued the Summons above diredted i and that they 
were accordingly delivered to Mr. Harwell and Mr. Francis. 

The Governor General having taken the cuftomary Oath, alTumes the Chair. 

Refolved, That the Sheriff be ordered to attend immediately. 

Kefo|ved, That the following E*roclamati<)n be made by the Sheriff, attended by his Officers, at 
Five o’clock this Afternoon, at the Court Houfe. 


PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas by an Adi of Parliament, pafled in the Thirteenth Year of the Reign of His prefent 
Majcdy, intituled, ** An Adi for the ellablilhing certain Regulations for the better Management 

of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India’ as in Europe,” it is (among 
other Things) Enadled, That Warren Haftings, Efquire, be conffituted Governor General, and 
l.ieutenant General John Clavering, the Honourable George Monfon, Richard Harwell, and Philip 
Francis, Efquire, Counfellors of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, and its Dependencies: 
And whereas it is further provided by the (aid Adi, that in cafe of the Avoidance of the Office of 
Governor General, by Death, Refignation, or Removal, His Place fball, as often as the Cafe fhall 
happen, be fupplied by the Perfon of the Council who Hands next in Rank to fuch Governor 
General: And whereas, by a Letter from the Honourable the Court of Diredlors of the Honourable 
United F.all India Company, under Date the goth Odlober 1776, received and read Yefterday in 
Council, this Government is informed, that Warren Haftings, Efquire, had lefigncd the C ffice of Go¬ 
vernor General of Bengal} that the Honourable the Court of Diredlors had accepted fuch Refignation j 
and'that the Vacancy thereby created had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wncler, 
Efquire, nominated and appointed by the Court of Diredors, and approved of by His Majefty^ in 
the Manner and according to the Form preferibed by Law; And whereas another Letter, dated the 
15th November 1776, from Peter Michell, Efquire, Secretary to the Honourable the Court of 
Diiedlors, was alfo received and read Yefterday in Council, in which an attefted Copy is tranfmitted 
pf the Inllrument under His Majefty’s Sign Manual, bearing Date the aOch Day of OAober 1776, 
by which His Majefty confenn 'to, approves, and confirms the above-mentioned Nomination and 
Appointment of Edward Whelcr, Efquire, to the Place and Office of one of the Counfellors of 
the Governor General and Council, avoided by the Promotion of John Clavering, Elquire, to (he 
Place and Office of Governor General: And whereas, in confcquence of the laid Refignation of 
Warren Haftings, Efquire, and of (he faid Af^ointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, the Govern¬ 
ment of the Prefidency of Fort William in Bengal, with all the Po.vers and Autlioritics thereunto 
belonging, arc now by Law vefted, in the Honourable John Clavering, Elquire, Governor General, 
and Richard Barwell, Philip Frjncis, and Edward Wheler, Efquires, (on his Ainval in Bengal) 
Counfellors, the Honourable Colonel George Monfon being deceaied : It is hereby nroclaimed, that 
the Powers veiled in the faid Givernor General and Council do commence aiiJ take place from 
the Date of this Proclamation. Dated in Fort William, this 2oth Day of June 1777. 

By Order of the Honourable the Governor Gener..! and Council. 

Agreed, That the Governor General be requefted to ordet a Guard to attend upon the Sheriff 
during this Ceremony. 

Ordered, That the Proclamation be tranflated'into the Perfian and Bengal Languages; that it be 
. pfted up in the iifual public Places; and that Copies be circulated to the Foreign Prefidencies, the 
P'ljovincial Cdjiincils, Subordinates, and Commandant; of each Station of the Ariny) and that the 
fudges and Board of Trade be likcwife furniffied vyith Copies, 


Jlcfolvcd, 
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Refolved, That the Governor General be requefted to notify this Change in the Government of 
this Prefidency to all the Country Powers, in the ufual Manner. 

The Commandants of Stations to be informed that they are to tranfmit their Returns to the Go¬ 
vernor General, till a Succeflbr to the Commander in Chief be appointed from the Court of Directors. 

The Governor General lays before the Board the following Letter, which he has jult now re- 
ceived. 


To Lieutenant Genet al John Clavering. 

Sir. 

The Governor General, in Council legally and regularly affembled, has laid before us a Letter of 
this Date, received by him at the Board from you, exprefling, " That in confcquence of the L.cttcr 
** from the Honourable Court of Diredors, under Date the goth Odober 1776, received and read 

Yefterday in Council, by which this Government is informed. That Warren Haftings, Efquire, had 
“ refigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Honourable the Court of Diredors 

had accepted fuch Refignation j and that the Vacancy thereby created in the Council had been filled 
« op by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, nominated and appointed by the Court of 
»* Diredors, and approved of by His Majefty, in the Manner, and according to the Forms prcfcribed 
« by Law : And another Letter, dated the i5tli November 1776, from Mr. Peter Michell, Secretary 
« to the Honourable Court of Diredors, having alfb been received and read Yefterday in Council, 
« in which an attefted Copy is tranfmitted of the Inftrument under His Majefty’s Sign Manual, 
“ bearing Date the 26th Day of Odober 1776, by which His Majefty confents to, and approves of 
« the above-mentioned Nomination and Ajjpointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, to the Place and 
« Office of one of the Counfcllors of the Governor General and Council, avoided by your Promotion 
** to the Place and Office of Governor General: You, in virtue of the Right and Authority now by 
« Law veiled in you, require, that he wdl be pleafed to furrcndcr to you the Keys of Fort William, 
•* and of the Company’s Trcafurics now in his PofTcflion ; 

« That you will be at the Council Houfc at Twelve o’CIock this Day, where you underftand it 
** has been ufual for the former Governors of this Prefidency to furrcndcr the Keys to their Succeflbrs; 
« but if it ftiould not be agreeable to him to meet you there, that you leave it in his Option to take 
« any other I'uitablc Method of complying with this Requifition that be may prefer i provided that it 
“ be done in the Courfc of the prefent Day.” 

In anfwcr to which, we have thought it incumbent on us to inform you, that we know of no Ad or 
Inftrument by which the Place and Offices of Warren Haftings, as Governor General, are vacated j nor 
by which they have adually devolved on you, and that wc are refolved to afl^rt and maintain, by every 
legal Means, the Authority and Trufts which have been repofed in him by the Thirteenth Ad of His 
prefent Majefty, intituled, “ An Ad for eftablifhing certain Regulations for the better Management 
“ of the Affairs of the Eaft India Company, as well in India as in Europe and by a Deed of Go¬ 
vernment, under the Hands of the Honourable the Court of Diredors, and the Seal of the United 
Eaft India Company, until the fame ftiall be avoided by his Refignation or Death, Or by the exprefs 
Command of His Majefty, His Heirs and Succeflbrs i without which it is declared that he fhall not 
be removable. 

We have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

Revenue Department, Your moft obedient humble Servants, 

20ih June 1777. • (Signed) Warren Haftings, 

Rich’' Barwell. 

The Governor acquaints the Board, that having fent a fimiJarLetter to thatfirft entered on this Day’s 
Proceedings to Mr. Sumner, the Secretary to the Board of Revenue, direding him to flimmon a 
Meeting of the Council in that Department at One o’CIock this Day, and to require the Roy Royan 
to give his Attendance as ufual) he has received the following Anlwer from him ; 

To Lieutenant General Clavering. 

Having been honoured with the Receipt of your Commands of this Date, at the Board, I am 
commanded, by Warreo Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwell, Efquire, to 
write you in reply, that the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, being met in Council in confe- 
quence of the Summons regularly ifTued for that Purpofe by the Governor General, do, being the 
Majority of the Council, require your Attendance in virtue of that Authority. 

1 have the Honour to remain, with Refped, 

Sir, 

Revenue Department, Your moft obedient humble Servanr* 

20th June 1777. (Signed) Richard Sumner, 

Secretary. 

The Affiftant Secretary reports to the Board, that having taken the above Proclamation to the 
Perfian Tranflator’s Office, to be tranflated, according to the Orders of the Board, the Perfi.'in 

Sel. Com. Rep. IX. [ cc ] Tranflator 
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TranOittor refufed to tranflate it without written Ordm for that Purpofe from the Governor Geirieral 
and Council. 

Ordered, That the Pn-fian Tranflator be imtUediaeel^ dlquired to attend. 

The Perfian TranOator attending, is afked, If he refoftd to tranflate the above-mentioned Procli. 
macion ? and replies. That he did, as he thought it necelTary to be furniflied with a formal Order 
from the Governor General and Council for his Authority. Having been allowed to perufe the 
Paragraphs of the General Letter from the Court of Dircfkors, and the Copy of the Inftrument, 
figned by the King •, he fays, that he thinka k appears by thefe Documents, that the Court of Di- 
rcdors did intend to appoint General Clavering Governor General, but that he is not fatisfied that 
fuch Appointment has yet taken place. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letters, which he h^s received this Inftant: 

To J. P. Auriol, £f(|uire. Secretary to the Council General. 

Sir, 

We diredk you not to ifliie any Summons for the Meeting of Council but by the Authority of 
Warren 1 ladings, Efquire, the Governor General t nor any Orders nor Diredions to any Ferfon or 
Perfims whatibever, without the legal Autltority of the faid Governor General, or the Majority of 
the Council fu aliembled. 

We are, 

Revenue Department^ Sir, 

Fort William, Your moft obedient Servants, 

20ih June 1777. (Signed) Warren Ballings, 

Richard Harwell. 


To J. P. Auriol, Efquire, Secretary to the Council General. 

Sir, 

1 am ordered by the Governor General and Council, to require that you will fend immediately tha 
Difpatches from Europe, received Yederday, and read and recorded in the Proceedings of youc 
Department. 

I am. 

Fort William, Sir, 

the aoih June 1777. Your moft obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) Richard Sumner, 

Secretary. 

The Secretary alfo lays before the Board his Anfwers to thefe Letters, which be prepared accord* 
ing to their Orders and Approbation, as follows: 


To the Honourable Warren Ballings, and to Richard Harwell, Efquire. 

Gentlemen, 

I have this Inftant been honoured with your Commands ** not to ifliie any Summons for the 
“ Meeting of Council, but by the Authority of Warren Haftings, Efquire, the Governor General •, 
** nor any Orders nor Directions to any Perfon or Perfons whatfoever, without the legal Authority of 
“ the faid Governor General, or the Majority of the Council lb aflfcmbled.'* 1 beg Leave to ac¬ 
quaint you, that, previous to the Receipt of thefe Commands, I bad ifliied Summons to Mr. Bar* 
well and Mr. Francis, to meet General Clavering in Council, in confeqoence of Directions which I 
received from him this Morning, requiring me to Iffue them in his Name, as Governor General. 

I take the Liberty to cnclofe a Copy of General Clavering*s letter to me on this Occalton, 
which I hope will be fulficiene to juftify my ConduCl in your Opinion} for although I had feen 
the General Letters referred to by General Cbvering, I could not prefume, for my own Part, to 
form any Judgment on the FaCts which he has colleCled from ibemi I therefore thought it my Duty 
to comply with his Deftre. 

I hare the Honour to be, &c. 

Fort William, j * (Signed) J. P. Auriol, 

ftoih June 1777. ’ Secretary. 

. To Richard Sumner, Efquire. 

Sir, ^ 

1 have this Inftant received yaik Application for the Difpatches from Europe, received Yeftcr- 
day; in anfwer to which, I am » acquaint you they are in the Poircflion of General Clavering, to 
whom 1 delivered them this Morning, in confequence of his Requifition. 

, I am, &c. 

20th June 1777. (Signed) J. P. Auriol, Secretary. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Barwell c«nt9 into the Counetl Roon. Being queOioaeA Whether he meant to take hit Place t 
he decliticd giving any Anfwer. -It it neceifiiry to record* that be made a Demand* as a Member of 
the Coancil* ror the Letters and Papers receiv^ iTefteeday from the Court of Diredhors •, and being 
told They could not be fpaitd from the Board, after repeating bis Demand, in different Queftions* to 
the fame import, he withdrew. 

The Secretary lays before the Board another Letter to him* from the Secretary to the Revenue 
Department, aa follows: 

Sir* 

I am direSed by the Honourable Warren Haftiogs* Efquire* Governor General, &c. Council, again 
to make Application to you for the original Letters and Papers received Ycftcrday from the Court of 
DircAors, and to acquaint you, that if they are in the Poffel&on of any Member of the Board, you 
are- required to demand them fVom him, informing him, that the Governor General wifhes to fubmit 
them to the Jtidges of the Supreme Court, for their Opinion upon them, by which it is his Determi< 
nation to abide i and the Chief Jufticc and Three other Judges are accordingly affembled at the 
Council Houfc in this Department, for that Parpofe. 

lam. 

Revenue Department, • Sir, 

aoth June lyyy. Your moft humble Servant, 

(Signed) R* Sumner, 

Secretary. 

Ordered, That the following Reply be fent to him: 

To Richard Sumner, Efquire, Secretary to the Board of Revenue. 

Sir, 

In Reply to your further Application for the original Letters and Papers received Yefterday from 
the Court of Dircdlors, I am ordered by General Clavering, as Governor General, and Mr. Francis, 
to defire, that you will be pleafed to inform the Judges, that they are now preparing an Addrefs to 
them with refpe^ to the Condu^l: they have purfued fince the Receipt of the above Letters, which they 
conceive have divefted Mr. Haftings of the Office of Governor General; and that it is their Intention 
to lend them all the Letters and Papers as foon as this Letter to the Judges can be Bnilhed, which 
will be in a Couple of Hours. They hope, therefore, that the Judges will be pleafed to determine 
among themfelves, at what Place and Hour, in the Courfe of this Evening, they will receive 
the aw)vc Papers, and take them into their ferious CooQdcration, without the Prefence of any Mem¬ 
ber of the late or prefent Adminiffration. 

1 am, 

toth June 1777, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Auriol, 

Secretary. 

The Board taking into mature Confideration the above Letter from Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, 
refolvc to make the following Addrefs to His Majefty’s Judges of the Supreme Court. 

Honourable Sirs, 

We have the Honour to inform you, that a Packet arrived Ycftcrday from the Court of Direftors, 
addrefled to the Governor General and Council, containing the inclofed Poftfeript, dated the 30th 
October 1776, to their General Letter of the 25th of the fame Month, with fundry other Papers 
relative to the Rcflgnation of Mr. Haftings of the Office of Governor General, and of the Nomination 
and Appointment of Mr. Wheler to the Seat in the Council avoided by the above Relignation of 
Mr. Hallings, and confequent Promotion of General Clavering to the Place and Office of Governor 
General. 

We have alfo the Honour to ipform you, that a Letter was received Yefterday from the Secretary of 
the Court of Dircdlors, dated the 15th of November laft, in which the enclofed attefted Copy is 
tranfmitted, of an Inftrument under His Majefty’s Sign Manual, dated the 26ih Oftober, by which His 
Majefty coufents to, approves, and confirms the above-mentioned Nomination and Appointment of 
Mr. Wheler. I’hefc feveral Papers were Yefterday read in Council, and as foon as they were read, 
the Council broke up; though, regularly, as we conceive, the Surrender of the Chair and of the Keys 
of the Fort Ihould have been immediately made to General Clavering. 

Confiderations of Refpeft to Mr. Haftings induced General Clavering to wait a reafonablcTime for 
the formal Surrender of the Government to him ; but Mr. Haftings having made no Communicadoa 
whatever to General Clavering before Ten o'Clock this Morning, the General thought it incumbent 
upon him to lend a formal Requifition, in Writing, to Mr. Haftings, of the Keys of the New Fort and 
of the Treafuries. In Anfwer to this Requintion* be has received a Letter, (Igned by Mr. Haftings 
and Mr. Barwel), in which they fay, they know of no A£tor Inftrument by which the Place and Offices 
of Warren Haftings, as Governor General, are vacated, nor by which they have actually devolved on 
General Qavering; and that they are reiblved to affirrt and maintain, by every legal Means and Au¬ 
thority, the Trulls wliich have been repofed in Mr, Haftings by the Thirteenth Adk of His prefent 
Majefty. 


Before 
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Before the Receipt of this Letter, General Clavering hid ordered the Secretary to the Council to 
ilTue a Summons to Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis, to meet him in Council this Day, for the fpecial 
Purpofe of ilTuing the necelTary Dire^ions for proclaiming the Change in the Government, and for 
ilTuing fuch other Orders and Diredions as might be neceflary thereupon. Mr. Francis complied 
with the Summons ilTued in the Name of General Clavering as Governor General ■, who, upon the 
Meeting of the Board at 11 o’Clock this Day, took the Oaths as Governor General. Other Orders, 
preparatory to the Proclamation, were then direded to be made out ( but no Ad of Government 
has yet ifliied from us as a Board. 

In this Situation, the Reprefentation of which we doubt not will fill you with the greatell Surprize 
and Alarm, we have thought it prudent and neceflary to ftate the foregoing Fads to you. We 
would not be underflood to fubmit any Doubts to you concerning the lawful Promotion of General 
Clavering to the Chair, fince we ourfelves entertain none; but when we confider the fatal Confe* 
quences that mufl unavoidably attend a Claim and adual Aflumption of the Government by the 
Member of Council next in Succeflion to Mr. Haflings, and a pofitive Refofal of Mr. Haftings to 
lurrender the Place and Ofltce of Governor General, which we conceive the Letter figned by him and 
Mr. Barwell does amount to (which Letter we.have the Honour to enclofe you) we are content to 
recede thus far from the flrid Rights vefled in us as a Majority of the prelcnc Adminiflration, rather 
than hazard any of chofe Confequences; in the Hope that, by an Appeal to your Judgment and Au> 
thority, it may be pofliblc to prevent them. Wc beg Leave to enclofe to you all the Papers received 
Yeflerday, and requefl, that when you Ihall have formed your Opinion upon them, they may be 
returned to General Clavering. 

Wc have the Honour, &c. 

aoth June 1777. (Signed) J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 

Kefolved, That all the Orders minuted in this Day's Proceedings be fufpended for the prefent. 

J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 


LIST of Papers entered in the Appendix to Confultations June 20th 1777. 

N* 1. Letter from General Clavering to W. Haftings, dated 20th June. 

2. Letter from the Chief Juflice, &c. to General CUvering and Mr. Francis, dated 20th 

June, received early in the Morning of the 2 tft. 

3. Reply of General Clavering and Mr. Francis to the Judges. 

4. Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis to Mr. Haflings, enclofing the foregoing 

Letter. 

5. Letter from General Clavering and Mr, Francis to the Judges. 

6. Minute, explaining the Grounds of General Clavering and Mr. Francis’s .Condudl: for the 

AAs done by them on the 2oth Inftant. 

7. Letter from General Ciavering and Mr. Francis to the Judges, enclofing Mr. Secretary 

Sumner’s Letter to General Clavering; 

8. Letter from Mr. Secretary Sum.ncr to General Ciavering, declaring his Offices vacanr. 

9. Letter from the Chief Juflice, &c. to General Ciavering and Mr. Francis, enclofing 

N“ 10. 

JO. Letter from the Judges to the Governor General and Council. 

11. Letter from Mr. Haflings and Mr. Barwell to General Ciavering and Mr, Francis. 

J2, Letter from Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell to the Chief Juflice, &c, declaring they will 
acquiefee to their Opinion enclofed in the foregoing Number. 

13. Letter from General Ciavering and Mr, Francis to Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell. 


APPENDIX to Confultation aoth June 1777. 

To Warren Haftings, Efquire. 

Sir, 

N» I. In confequence of the Letter from the Honourable the Court of Direftors, under Date the goth 
from o.n.*'ci" O^o^cr 1776, feceivcd and readYcftcrday in Council, by which this Government is informed, That 
vrTn, to M^r. Warrco Haflings, Efquire, had rrfigned the Office of Governor General of Bengal; that the Ho- 
Mh nourable the Court of Direftors had accepted fuch Refignation, and that the Vacancy thereby 

created in the Council had been filled up by the Appointment of Edward Wheler, Efquire, 
nominated and appointed by the Court of Diredors, and approved by His Majefly in the Manner 
and according to the Forms preferibed by Law: And another Letter, dated the 15th November 
1^76, from Mr, Peter Michell, Secretary to the Honourable Court of Dire£lors, having alfo been 
received and read Ycfterday in Council, in which an aitcfled Copy is tranfmicted of the Inftrument 
under Hi« Majefty'sSign Manual, bearing .Date the afith.Day of Oftober 1776, by which His 
3 Majefly 
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Maicfty .cc«H%^nts to, and amvei of the abo^cmoniloped Nomioation and Appointment of Edward 
Whelort Ei^wre, to the Place and Office of one of the Counfellors of the Governor Genera,! and 
Counciit. avoided by my Promotion to the Place and Office of Governor General: 

I am Sir, in virtue or the Right and Authority now by Law veAed in me, to require that you 
will be pleafed to lurrender to me the Keys of Fort William, and of the Company*s Treafuries, now 
in your Poffeflion. 

I lhall be at the Council Uoufe at. la o’Ciock this Day, where I underAand it has been ufual 
for the former Governors of this Prefidency to furrendcr the Keys to their Sucreffors; but if it 
fliould not be agreeable to you to meet me there, I leave it to your Option to take any other fuitablc 
Method of complying with this Kequifition that you may prefer, provided it be done in the Courfe 
of the prefent Day. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

• (Signed) J. CJavcring. 


To Lieutenant General John Clavering, and Philip Francis, Efquire. n. 

t.rtiir tram tb« 

Gentlemen, °‘ad 

We are honoured with the Favour of yours of this Day, informing us of the Arrival of a Packet 
from the Court of Dtredlors, and inclofing fcveral Papers, endorfed in the following Manner: (N“ i.) R(te 1 *ede>rii"fB 
Copy of the Poftlcriptofa General Letter from the Court of Diredtors, dated the goth Odlober 
1776 j (N* 2.) Mr. Macleane’s Letter to the Court of Direftors, dated the 10th Oftober 1776 •, ^ 

(N* 3.) A Memorial and Petition to His Majefty} (N* 4.) Lord Vifcount Weymouth’s Letter to 
the Court of Diredlors, dated the 25th Odbo^r 1776; (N* 5.) CommilTion to Edward Wheler, 

Efquire, as one of the Council in Bengal j (N* 6.) His Majefty’s Approval of Mr. Wheler as one of 
the Council in Bengal •, (N° 7.) A Copy of a Letter from Mr. Mailings and Mr. Barwcll to General 
Clavering. You alio acquaint us with your Proceedings had thereupon, with the formal Requifition 
made to Mr. Mailings by General Clavering, of the Keys of the New Foit and of the Treafuries, 
with the Anfwcr of Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwcll thereto; and with your Proceedings this Day. 

The Reprefentation which you make to us, fills us, as you fuppofe it would, with the greatcll 
Surprize and Alarm; though they arc in fomc Meafurc abated by your Notification that no Aft had 
iflued from you as a Board. Wc lhall be much rejoiced if your Appeal to our Judgment and 
Al^ority, lhall prevent the ill Confcquences of which you are apprehenfive. 

Upon mature Confideration of the Papers fubmitted to us by you, wc are unanimoufly, clearly, and 
decidedly of Opinion, that the Place and Office of Governor General of this Prefidency h« not 
yet been vacated by Mr. Haftings and that the afkual Aflumption of the Government,* the 
Member of Council next in Sueceirion to Mr. Haftings, in confcqucnce of any Deduftions which 
can be made from the P.ipers by you communicated to us, would be abfolutcly illegal, for the 
following Reafons: 

ift. Bccaulithe Office of Governor General was confirmed on Mr. Haftings by Aft of Parliament, 
and,.Recording to the Terms of that Aft, can only be vacated by Death, Removal, or Re- 
figmftion. That Mr. Haftings is not dead is a notorious Faft ; no Intention is maniiefted, or 
Aft 4 one by the Direftors tending to his Removal; and we are firmly of Opinion that 
he h|th not aftually refigned. 

ad. Colonel Macleane’s Letter, the only Inftrument by which Mr. Haftings can by any one be 
conceived to have rclinquilhed his Office, is in faft no Rcfignation, but a Notification of the 
Governor General’s Dcfirc to refign; and can, at the utmoft, only be conftrued into an 
Engagement on the Part of Mr. Maclcane, that Mr. Haftings wiil refign. His Words arc, 
fpcaking of Mr. Haftings, “ He has authorized, empowered, and direfted me to fignify to 
“ you, bii De/ire to refign his Office of Governor General of Bengal, and to rrqueft your 
“ Nomination of a Succeftbr to the Vacancy, which will be thereby occaConcd in the 
Supreme Council.” He neither aflerts himfelf to be authorized, nor does he take upon 
him in faft to make an aftual Refignation. He only intimates an Intention of the Governor, 
to take place in future. He does not requeft a Nomination of a Succeftbr to a Vacancy 
which he had by his Letter effefted, but to that which would in future be occafioned by 
Mr. Haftings’s carrying his Intent into Execution, and aftually refigning. 

3d. The Direftors, by the Poftfeript to their General Letter, do not treat the Aft of Mr. Maclean 
as the Refignation of Mr. Haftings; they recite it only as a Signification of Mr. Haftings’s 
Vefirt to refign. Nor do they confidcr a Vacancy as at that Time exifting in the Council. 

Their Words arc, that they “ did nominate and appoint Edward Wheler, Efquire, to fucceed . 

** to the Office in the Council of Port William, which would become vacant (not which is or 
** hath become vacant) by the Refignatioo of Mr. -Haftings;” which, in another Part of the 
fame Poftfeript, they fay, they have unanimoufiy refolved to accept; intending thereby to 
accept it when it fhould be made. 

4th. That this, and no other, could be their Intention, is evinced beyond the Pofiibility of a Doubr, 
by their Memorial and Petition to the King; in which they intimate to His Majefty, that Mr. 

Haftings has caufed Notice to be given to them of his Dcfirc to refign, nottrf his Rc- 
Sel.Com. Kep. IX, fignation. 
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figojation. ^ far w^re they frcm efleenifig it lyi'ii&kittllefigQfciont that in the very next 
S^nce tbev exprefsty call it a fr^rfed Rifynetim, Their Words are chefc: ** Taking the 
** faid prepojed Re/tgnatien into Coouderation» tbe^ have nominated and ap^med Edward 
<* Wheler, Efquire, to fucceed to the faid Office in the faid Council, which will huomt 
** vacant by the faid R^gnation** The Words which immediately follow, ** if fuch Nomi* 
“ nation fhall be approved of by Your Majrfty,** muft be referred to the Nomination and 
Appointment which they fay they have made a £or, to the Validity of fuch Nomination and 
Appointment, the King's Approbation is required by Law, ^ut cannot poflibly relate to 
the intended Refignation, on which it could have no £f&&. Without His Majcfty’s Confenc, 
the Dirediors could not elfedlually appoint t but without His Majefty's Confent, Mr. 
Haftings could refign. This Conftru&ion does not depend upon the Recital alone; the 
very Prayer of the Petition is, that they may appoint in Succeflion to an Office which is to 
become vacant in future by the Refignation of Mr. Hafiings} and proves that we have 
rightly applied the Words, ** if fuch Nomination (hall be approved of by Your Majefty.” 
The Words of the Prayer are thc’fc: ** Your Petitioners therefore moft humbly pray, That 
Your Majefty will be pleafed to fignify fuch Confent by Your Majefiy's Sign Manual, as by 
the faid Aft is required, that the (aid Edward Whcler may be appointed to fucceed to the 
Office which will become vacant in the faid Council by the aforefaid Refignation of the faid 
Warren HaRings.” 

5th. That Mr. Whcler was not appointed to a Vacancy then aftiially made, was certainly underftood 
by His Majefiy’s Secretary of State,, as Well as by the Company} he likewilc calls it a 
Succelfion to an Office which will become vacant, and recognizes Mr. HaRings as Governor 
General, at a I ime fubfequent to the fuppofed Refignation. His Words are, “ The King 
“ is gracioufly pleafed to approve of your Nomination of Edward Whcler, Elquire, to 
^ ** fucceed to the Office which will become vacant in the Council of the Prcfidcncy of 

** Fort William in Bengal, in confequence of the ReUgnation of Warren HaRings, Elquire, 
Governor General." 

6th, The Commifllon to Mr. Whcler is not framed with any Idea of his being appointed to an Of¬ 
fice then aftually vacant. That InRrument likewife recites fimply the Defire, not the Re- 
fignation of Mr. HaRings i that Refignation and its Confequences arc plainly confidcred as 
future Events} Mr. Wheler’s Exercife of his Funftions and Receipt of his Salary, are noc 
to commence from the Date of the InRrument, from the Delivery of Mr. Macleane's Letter 
to the Direftors, from the Notification thereof in Bengal, or from Mr. Whelrr’s Arrival Ik 
Calcutta i but from that future Time, when the Office of one of the Council of this Prefi- 
dency (hall become vacant by Mr. HaRings’s Refignation. The refpeftivc Succelfions of Ge- 

« eral Clavering to the Office of Governor General, and of Colonel Monfon, Mr. Harwell, 
nd Mr. Francis to become the Three Senior Members of the Council, are noc confidered as 
having aftually taken place, but as future Confequences of a future Kefigoation. In fpeaking 
of the Appointment of Mr. Whcler, their Words arc thefe, “ Now know ye. That we, con- 
fidering it to be expedient that the Office of the faid Council, which will become vacant by 
the aforefaid Refignation of the faid Warren HaRings, (hould be filled up and lupplied as 
foon as may be; and repofing efpecial Truft and Confidence in the Fidelity, Prudence, 
JuRice, and Circumfpeftion of Edward Whelcr, Efquire, have nominated and appointed, 
and by thefe Prefents do (purfuant to the Power vcRcd in us as Direftors of the (aid United 
Company, in and by the faid recited Aft of Parliament) nominate and appoint, the faid 
Edward Whelcr to be one of the Council of the faid Prcfidcncy of Fort William in Ben¬ 
gal, to take upon him, hold, and enjoy the faid Office, with the Salary thereto belonging, 
from and immediately after the faid Office of one of the Council of the faid Prcfidcncy of 
Bengal (hall become vacant by the (aid Refignation of the faid Warren HaRings." They recite 
the Succeffions necc(rarily confequent on the Refignation, which they invariably confider as an 
Aft not done, but to be done, in the following Words: •• And whereas upon fuch Refignation 
of the faid Warren HaRings as aforefaid, the faid John Clavering, according to the Direc¬ 
tions of the faid recited Aft of Parliament, will fucceed to the faid Office of Governor General, 
and the faid George Monfon, .^chard Harwell, and Philip Francis will thereupon become the 
Three Senior Members of the faid Council, &c.” It is true, that in His MajeRy’s Approbation 
of this Appointment, this Expreffioti is uied, '* the Place and Office of one of the CounRfllors 
is faid to be avoided but this is no Averment of the Faft, which a Comparifon of all the 
Papers before us, proves not to have exiRed} and had fuch a Faft been errooeoufly averred, 
the Mifreprefentatton therra to His MajeRy would not in Law have vacated the Office. 
Even Letters Patent under tne Great Seal are void, where, by • falfe Recital of Fafts, His 
MajeRy has been deceived. His MajeRy’s Sign Manual could only be meant to give a 
Sanftion to fuch Appointment of Mr. Wheler, as the Direftors had aftuaHy made, and that 
appears to us to be only a p^ifipnal Nomination to an Olfice which is to be enjoyed on a 
future Contingency. 

The Confidcration of this InRrument under the Sign Manual, naturally leads us to a Remark 
,on the Notion, if any fuch Notion , can have been conceived, that the 0 (fice in queftion is vacant, 
by Removal. It inoR clearly proves, that His MajeRy neither conlrnted to, nor had in Con¬ 
templation, any Idea oC a Removal t of this we have ntM the fmalleR Qoubt. It redtea, that 

the 
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t^ the fie teftK^ lhouW be M FysWRt* ot* it j ih'd Hi# Wi^y'# Confem to 

^the Vlp^bi^At df !Hr. Wh«!er, contains k cbilttef)f» tli6\^ hrmiitout Suppofitioti, that 
Mr. Halting# wa$ not in Pofleflion. 

yth. the Papers itbiich yrdu have done us the Honour to lay before us for our Opinion, the 

Governor General and Mr. Barwell have been picafed to communicate to us the Minutes of 
their Proceedings at a poard of Revenue alTcmbled' this Morning} and alfo a Copy of a 
Deed under the Seal of the Company, dated on the 25th March 1774, whereby they con- 
fer^on Mr. Haftings the Command of the Fort and Garrifon of Fort William, and of all 
Forces employed in the Town of Calcutta. Of the Revenue Board, it is almolt unneceflary 
to fay, that the Proceedings of this Morning muft be legal, if oUr Opinion concerning the 
Governor General’s Right of Pofleflion be not erroneous. The Military Commiffion there 
would be no Occafion to mention, if it were not for an additional Argument which it affords, 
to Ihew that the Court of Diredtors could not have confidcrcd Mr. Hadings as out of Office, 
and General Clavering as then in PolTeffion of the Government. For fince the Frcfidents of 
Fort William formerly, and the prefent Governor General, have conftantly and uniformly 
received feme Military Commiffion at their Appointments or Succeffions to their refpedkivc 
Offices i and fince the Military Command conferred on General Clavcrine by the Eaft India 
Company in the Year 1774, muft have been fuppofed by the Court of Dircdlors to have 
devolved on Colonel Monfon, if they had confidcred General Clavering as then promoted to 
the Office of Governor General, it is reafonable to believe, that if no fuch Commiffion has 
been fent to General Clavering, it was omitted only becaufe he was not fuppofed to be 
Governor. 

Another Argument which ftrikes us moft forcibly is, That the Court of Diredlors, aided as 
they are the belt legal Advice, muft have known, that if Mr, Haftings had in Odiober Jail 
vacated his Office of Governor General, he could have had no legal Voice in the Council 
here} and that every Adi done by the Governor General and Council, from that Time to 
the prefent, to which he was Party, might be illegal, or at leaft highly qucftionabic. As the 
Court of Diredlors muft have fuppoftd him adling in Council all that Time, we cannot 
believe that they would have accepted a Refignatiort to take place on the Delivery of Mr, 
Maclesne’s Letter, which might involve both the Property of many Individuals, and their 
own Affairs, in the utmoft Confufion. 

We have given the Papers and Subjedl aConfidcration,. which has taken up feveral Hours, 

‘ wiibing to deliver fuch an Opinion as, from the Reafoning of it, not from its Authority, 
fflighcclaim Weight fufficient to prevent the fatal Confequences of a divided Government •, 
but do affure you, that none of the Time hath been taken up in fettling Difference of Opi¬ 
nion i there is not One Point in which, frOm the* ftrft to the laft, we have not entirely con¬ 
curred. We tranfmit ir, in ftrong Hopes that ir may have that Eftedl, the Confideration of 
which could only have led us to deliver any Opinion at all, and moft ardently praying to 
God, -that it may avert the Mifehiefs which feem to impend over the Eaft India Company and 
this Country. 

We bfive the Honour to be, &c. 

Fort William, E- Impey, 

30 June 1777. Chambers, 

^ S.C.Uni.iftre. 

John Hyde. 

F. S. Herewith, according to your Defire, we return the Papers communicated to us. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah Impey, 

Robert Chambers, 

Stephen Casfar Le Maiftre, 

John Hyde, 

Judges of the 

Honourable Sirs, 

We are to acknowledge the Honour of your Letto* dated laft Night, and to Kturn you our 
Thanks for the Trouble vou have taken in confidering the Papers which we took the Liberty of 
tranfmicting to you, and roT the explicit Opinion with which you have favoured us thereupon. 

Having appealed to your Judgment and Authority, we do not hefitate to acquiefee jn your unani¬ 
mous, clear, and decided (^lon upon the Subjedl of that Appeal} and we think it incumbent on us 
to^ye you the earlieft Thformation of our Intentions in this Refpedl, that you may be at onde re- 
lieved from any Apprehenfion which a Doubt on this Point might fuggeft to you. 

In order to clear and defend, as far as may be, the feveral Steps t»cn by us Yefterday, and not 
with any View of purfuing thofe Seeps, or of controverting the Arguments contained in your 
Letter. We (hall take an early Opportunity of ftatiog to you the Grouqds and Reafons on which 

$ our 


Knight, Chief Juftice, 

I Efquires, 

Supreme Court of Judicature, 
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our Opinion was founded, that the Office of Governor General had, both in Right and Faft, devolved 
to General Ckveringi and we truft, that whether they tnay be fufficicnt or no^ to imprels on the 
Minds of others the fame ConviAion which they have left on ours, they will appear to have fome 
Weight, and to deferve fome Degree of Confideration. 

We have the Honour, &c. 

2ift June 1777. (Signed) J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 


N» 4. To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Governor General. 

Letter rromCen. gjp 

Mr. Franc!i to You are already apprized of our Intentions to addrefs a Letter to the Judges of the Supreme 
Judicature, on tlie Subjeft of the Difpatchcs received on Thurfday laft from the Honour- 
totDg Letter, able Court of Dircdtors. A Copy of that Letter is in the Hands of the Secretary, who will lay it 
before you. 

We have this Morning received an Anfwer from the Judges, of the Contents of which we take 
for granted you are duly apprized by tbcmfclves. 

Wc have now the Honour to enclofe to you a Copy of our Reply to the Judges, that you may have 
the earlieft Information of our Inteiftion to acquiefee in their Opinion on the Subjcdl of our Appeal 
to their Judgment and Authority. 

We have the Honour, &c. 

aift June 1777. (Signed) J. CJavering, 

P. Francis. 


V- J. , To Sir Elijah impey, Knight, &C. Puifne Judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

11.111 rl'iu'nCdi. 

Mr. f-rjaci/'to I lonourablc Sirs, 

jiiiigw, yyj. I Qf the 2|fl; Inftant, we had the Honour of informing you that we Ihould take an 

early Opportunity of Rating to you the Grounds and Rcafons on which our Opinion was founded, 
that the Office of Governor General had, both in Right and Faft, devolved to General Clavering. 

Wc now beg Leave to cnclofe to you a Copy of a Paper which wc have drawn up for this Pur- 
pofe, and which our Juftification will oblige us to make as public as wc underftand the Decifion has 
been which you gave againft us. 

We requeft that you will confidcr the Arguments Hated in this Paper with the Candour and Al¬ 
lowance due to Men unverfed in the Study of the Laws, and unaffifted with any Advice whatfoever. 
A Qucftion is now in Agitation, more interefting to us than any that could affeft our Lives or For¬ 
tunes. We (hall polTibly be accufed of having wilfully violated the Laws of our Country. Con¬ 
viction upon I'uch a Charge would be, in our Minds, the Lofs of Character and Honour for ever. 
Next to a (IriCt Adherence to the Law itfelf, it is our earned Wi(h to guide our Steps by the Rules 
laid down to us by thofe Perfons who, not Icfs by their great Learning than high Station, arc the 
Interpreters of the Law. 

If any thing wc have urged in the eiiclofcd Paper Ibould appear to you to deferve Confideration, we 
doubt not, from your imqueftionable Candour and Juftice, that you will allow it a due Weight, even a- 
gainft: any Part of the Opinion you have already expreflVd on the Subjeft fubmitted to your Judgment. 

Wc have the Honour, &c. 

(Signed) J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 


Minute iipl.m- 
ing the Ground, 
of Gen. Cluver- 
ing’i and Mr. 
Franiii's Cnn- 
dtiOfnrthc AOs 
done hy them on 
the 20th Inftant. 


Minute from General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 

Prepared as we are to abide by the Confequences of the feveral Steps taken by us on Friday the 
zotii Infldnt, .and adhering to the Opinion on which thofe Steps were founded, notwithftanding our 
dibrequcnt and immediate Acquicfcence in the Judgment of the Chief Juftice and Judges of the 
Supreme Court of Judicature, the Grounds of which wc do not take upon us to controvert j wc deem 
it ncceiTary for our prefent Juftification, as it may be for our future Defence, to deliver and record 
the Reafons of our Proceeding. 

Wc mean to date briefly the FaCls, as they appeared before us j the pofitivc Law under which we 
aCt; and the Conclufion, which ye draw from aComparifon of both. 

On Thurfday the 19th Inftaoi a Difpatch was received from the Honourable Court of Direftors, 
containing a General Letter, dated the 26th OAober 1776, and a Poftferipe to it, dated the 30th ot 
the fame Month. In the Poftfeript, which is figned by Eighteen of the Direftors, the Honourable 
Court of Direftors inform us, that Colonel Maclcanc had r^refented to them, by Letter, that be 
nvas authorized, impowtred, and tUreSed tofignify to them, the Defire of Mr. Haftings to refign his Office 
of Governor General of Bengal, and to requejl their Nomination of a Succejfor to the Vacancy, which would 
he thereby occafientd in the Council^ that as it appeared from an InfpeSion of the Powers with which 
Mr. Maclcane was invefted from Mr. Haftings, and from collateral Teftimony, that Mr. Macleane was 
authorized to fignify to them Mr. Haftings’s Dcfire to refign his Office, tliey had unanimoufly re- 

fdlved 



APPENDIX. N» 114, 

fofved to accept foch Refignation ; that they had therefore nominated and appointed Mr. Wheler to 
foccecd.tothe Office in the Council, which would become vacant thereby, and had prefented a Me¬ 
morial and Petition to His Majefty, praying His Majefty’s Confent to fuch Nomination ; that the 
Secretary of State had fignified to them, that •the King was gracioufly pleafed to approve of their 
Nomination •, and that whatever foould occur to them, as ncceflary upon this /lltcratien in the Ad- 
miniftration of the Prejidency of Bengal, would be communicated to us by their next Difpatch. Copies 
of Mr. Macleane’s Letter to the Court of Diredtors, of their Memorial and Petition to the King, and 
of the [.etters they received f om the Secretary of State, are annexed to the Poilfcript. 

On the 19th Inlfant a Letter was alfo received from the Secretary of the Court of Diredtors, dated 
the 15th November laft, cnclofing an attefted Copy of an Inftrument, under the King’s Sign Manual, 
by which His Majefty cenfents to^ approves^ and confirms the Nomination and Appointment of Mr, 
Wheler to the Place and Office of Counfellor, faid to be avoided by the Promotion of John Claveringy 
E/quire, to the Place and Office of Governor General. 

"On the 19th Inftanr, a Second Letter was alfo received from the Secretary of the Court of Diredtors, 
dated the 26th November, and a 'I'hird Letter, dated the 28th Novcmlx-r i by which we are advifed 
of a Ballot of the Proprietors of Eaft India Stock, which had taken place on the 26th, in confequence 
of certain Proceedings of a General Court, held the 20th of the fame Month. By thofe Proceedings, 
and by the Terms of the Queftion on which a Ballot was demanded, it appears, that a Doubt had been 
ftarted by fome of the Proprietors concerning the Validity of Mr. llaftings’s Refignation ; the Words 
of the Queftion are as follow : 

“ That Mr. Ilaftmgs has fignified to the Court of Diredtors his Wifii to refign ; and as, in confe- 
qvtence of fuch Refignation, a Vacancy will be occafioned in the Council at Fort William in Bengal, 
it was proper to have the Number complcated by a new Appointment.” This Queftion was carried 
in the Affirmative by 318 Votes againft 61. 

We did not, for ourfclves, conceive, that the Fadls ftated in the fcvcral Letters and Papers before us, 
left room for any Queftion concerning the actual Vacancy of the Office of Governor General, nor of 
courfe of General Clavering’s inftant Right to fuccecd to it. But fince fuch a Qiieftion has not only been 
raifed, but a Dccifion in Fadt given upon it, which we prefume has encouraged Mr. Haftings to re¬ 
tain Pofleffion of the Office of Governor General, and Mr. Harwell to concur with, and fupport him 
in it i we beg Leave to declare the Reafons on which our Convidtion is founded, that the Refufal of 
Mr. Haftings to furrender the Place and Office of Governor General to General Clavering, is noc 
warranted by Law. The Queftion is, we conceive, ftriflly this. Whether the feveral Adts done in 
England, firll by Mr. Macleane, in confequence of certain Powers veiled in him by Mr. Haftings, 
and infpedled and admitted by the Court of Diredtors; fecondly, by the Court of Diredtors them- 
felves } and laftly, by His Majefty i do prove and eftablilh the abfolutc Refignation of Mr. Haftings 
to be compleated inttantly on the Receipt of the Advices from England ? or whether they imply 
nothing but the Confent of the Court of Diredtors to an intended Refignation, to be complc-sted at 
whatever Time he ftiould think fit to carry his fuppofed Intentions into Execution ? This (Queftion 
can only be decided by an Appeal to that Part of the Adt of the 13th of His prefent Majclty, in 
which the Cafe of the Avoidance of the Office of Governor General is particularly noticed and pro¬ 
vided for. The Words of the Law are as follow ; 

« In cafe of the Avoidance of the Office of fuch Governor General, by Death, Refignation, or 
Removal, his Place (hall, during the Remainder of the Term aforefaid, as often as the Cafe ftiall 
happen, be fupplied by the Perfon of the Council who (lands next in Rank to fuch Governor 
General -, and in cafe of the Death, Removal, Refignation, or Promotion of any of ilie faid 
Council, the Diredtors of the faid United Company are hereby impowered, for and during the 
Remainder of the faid Term of Five Years, to nominate and appoint, by and with the Confent ot His 
Majefty, ITis Heirs and SuccefTors, to be fignified under His or their Sign Manual, a Pcrlon to luc- 
ceed to the Office fo become vacant in the faid Council.” 

In order not to embarrafs the Queftion with fuperfluous Matter, we admit that the Office of 
Governor General is not vacated by the Death or Removal of Mr. Haftings, fuppofmg Removal 
to mean Difmiffion we confine ourfelves to his Refignation j by which wc affirm, that fuch Office 
is now pofitivcly vacated. The Law makes no Provifion for an intended or conditional Refignation : 
It docs not fuppofc fuch a Cafe, diredcly or indircdtly : It impowers the Court of Directors and His 
Majefty to perform certain Adis in Confequence of a Refignation \ and thofe Adts have been performed. 
If after the Performance of fuch Adts, the Refignation were (till underftood to be opti .nal in the 
Governor General, it would follow, that the Operation of the Adts preferibed to be done by the 
Court of Diredtors, and by His Majefty, might be fulpended indefinitely, or totally defeated; and 
if fuch a Cafe had been in the Contemplation of the Legiftature, they would umloubtedly have con- 
fidered the Situation of the appointed SuccclTor on his Arrival in Bengal, and would have provided 
for it i they would not have impowered the Court of Diredtors to appoint a SiK-rc/for to a I’lace, when¬ 
ever the Difpofal of it might fall into their Hands by the Refignation of the Incumbent, or His Majefty 
to confent to fuch an Appointment by an Ir.ftromcnc under His Sign Manual -, if fuch (blcmn and 
important Adts might be rendered vain and nugatory, by tl-.c Incumbent’s rctradling his Refignation, 
or deferring the Execution of it to any Period determinable by his own Blcafure: The Cafe, at lealt, 
would have been fuppofed and provided for by the l.egiflature j -Ahich we affirm has not been Jone^ 
and if it had been done fo, a Concurrence of fiiniUr Cafes muft alfo have been fuppoled, as, we 
believe, would rather have been provided tor hy the Penalties due to the grolTcrt Impolition, than by 

Sai.. Com. Rep. IX. 
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any dired or conftrudlivc Fav’our to the Pcrfons guilty of it. The Cafe we allude'to is this; It might 
have liappencd, that not only the Governor General, but every other Member of the Council, might 
have iinpovvercd their Agents in England to fignify to the Court of Direftors their Defirc to relign 
their reJpeftive Offices j that the Court of Dircdloft ffiould thereupon have appointed another 
Governor General, and Four new Counfellors ; that fuch Appointments Ihould have been confirmed 
by His Majelly’s Sign Manual, in the Five feveral Inrtanccsj that the Pcrlons fo appointed fliall, im- 
inediatcly on the Ueceipt of their Appointments, have embarked for Bengal; that on their Arrival here, 
tlic Governor and Council in Poireffion ffiould declare, that their I'uppolcd Refignation was intended, or 
conditional, but not abfolute; and that it depended on their own Dii'eretion at what Time they 
would fui rcnder ilieir rerpcftivc Places to their Succtflbrs; The fame Doftrine which is underftood 
to judity ftlr. Hadings’s prefent Condodl, would equally jollify the whole Council in the Cafe fup- 
pofed. Tlie Ablurdity of the SuppofitJon is too glaring to require or admit of lllullration. 

If the Meaning of tlic L.aw be fuch as wc underftand it, it could not, as we preiume, be weak¬ 
ened, altcicd, or qualified by any Terms made life of by the Court of Diredtors in their l^etter 
to us, or in the Form of the Inllrumems drawn up by them, or even in the Form of the Royal Sign 
Manual, fuppofing luch Terms to imply an Intention to do fome Aft different from that Aft alone 
which the Laiw impowers them to do ; and if the contrary were maintained, it might follow, that 
the Terms uled in drawing up legal Inftromcnts might totally alter the pofitive Provilion made 
by the L.aw, and defeat the Intention of the Legiflaturc; and this might be done at the Pleakire, 
or by tlie Miftake, of the Pcifoiis empowered to draw up fuch Inftrument, But wc do not admit, that 
fuch a Suppolition of any Difference whatfotver between the true Meaning of the Law and the 
Intention of the Court of Direftors, is watranted by the Terms made ufc of in all or any of the 
Papers or Inftruments now in queftion. 

Firft, then, we take it for gi anted, that Mr. Madcane was empowered to fignify to the Court 
of Direftors, the Dcfire of Mr. Haffings to refign his Office; becaufe the Direftors, who alone 
are the competent Judges of that Point, lb far as it relates to the prelent Qucllion, tell us, that they 
had injpe£led his Powers^ and had thereupon umnimcujly refolved to accept the kefignation. It will 
reff with Mr. Madcane and the Court of Direftors to anlwcr for their Conduft; if either he has 
afted without Powers, or they have accepted the Refignation without fufficient Evidence of his 
poflt'lllng fuch Powers. In the Queftion to be decided here, Mr. Macleane’s Letter is of no 
Confeqiictice whatfoever. It is true, the Court of Direftors fjjeak of the Vacancy arifing from 
this Refignation in the future 1'enfe; but it is equally true, that they fpcak of the Refignation in 
the prefent Tenfe; for they no where call it an intended Refignation. Confidering the Fafts, they 
could not properly make ufe of any other Form of Language : They well knew, that Mr. Haftings 
had not quitted Bengal *, and they underftood that he would contrive to hold and aft in the Office 
of Governor General, until he ffiould be informed of their Acceptance of his Refignation ; but 
that Information could not probably reach him in lefs than Six Months from the Day on which his 
Refignation was accepted, I'hey could not give Mr. Wilder the immediate Right of PoflclTion of 
a Seat which they knew was full, and muft continue fo for Six Months j but they did appoint 
him to a Seat which they knew would he aftually vacant as foon as it might be poffible for him 
to cake Poffelhon of it, if not fome Time fooner. This, we conceive, to be the true and only Senfe 
in which all the Terms, whether in the Court of Direftors Letters to us, or in their Memorial 
to His Majcfty, or in their Commiffion to Mr. Whder, which refer to a future Vacancy in the 
Council, nnift be underftood. 

If the Words, a Dcfire to refign^ formally fignified to the Perfons empowered by Law to accept 
fuch Kefignation, and to fill up the confequenc Vacancy, do not fignify a real Refignation, they 
may be conftrued into any other Senfe. They may then be underftood to imply an unlimited Power 
of continuing in Poireffion. It is fufficient for us, however, that the Court of Direftors underftood 
the Words as a real Refignation, and unanimoufly accepted it accordingly; unltfs it ffiould 
be alTertcd, tliat the Court of Direftors meant to accept an Intention only, which might be 
changed the next Moment, and reduced to nothing: But they not only accept the Kefignation, but 
they perform ihofe Afts which, by Law, could only be done in confequence of an abfolute Rc- 
fignation. In their Memorial to the King they fay, that ** Warren Mailings had caufed Notice to 
be given to them, of his Defirc to refign his Office,”—and they nominate and appoint another Per- 
lon to fuccced to the Office ^hich will become vacant by the aforefaid Refignation. The fame 
Afiertion is repeated, and the: fame Form of Appointment to an Office which jhall become vacant by 
the faid Refignation^ is obfen e^J in Mr. Whcler’s Commiffion: And admitting tJie Refignation to 
be abfolute m our Senfe of it, fuch Comm.lTion could not poffibly be drawn up in any other 
Form; for if it had, it would have appointed Mr. Whcler to a Place which was full, and then 
there might have cxifted a Governor General and Five Counfellors for Bengal, at the fame Mo¬ 
ment of 1 mic. The Place \ as full, and continued fo till Thurfday Jaft, On that Day we con- 
ecived it became vacant; and is or ought to be open to Mr. Wheler. The Direftors, therefore, 
Ipcak with Prccilion, when they fay the Place will become vacant; but if fuch Vacancy is to 
depend on Mr. Hallings’s prefent Relolutions, he may refolve to continue in Office till the End oi 
the Five Years limited by P.iriiamcnt, and then the Place, which the Direftors fay «>ii7 become 
vacant, m-rr v\ill become vacant. In the mean Time, a SuccclTor to Colonel Monfun may arrive 
in Bengal, and take his Seat at the Board, and Mr. Wheler, though appointed before him, may 

6 eather 
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either be ^^j^drnted entire^,'"W ilalic Rank under i Perfon whofe Appolntmcnt'''ls later than his 
own. . . II'! 

The Shortnefs of Time,' as t,he Court of Direftors elcprcfsly tell us, woiiKl not then permit tiietn 
to write rihorc it la?^ i b(fit'''thcf promife to communicate to us, by the next Diipatch, whatever 
ftiould'occur to them as neceffary, upon /iis JUeratm in the Adminijirahcn cf this Prejfidency ■, wc 
lhall not therefore, for the prel'ent, difputc the Force of any Arguments drawn from their r.oc 
having then been able to prepare and fend out the formal Commiflions to (General Clavenng, as 
Governor of the Fort, and to .Colonel Monfon, as Commander in Chief, becaul'e wc expedt that the 
firft Dil'patch received from the Coiirf oFDireftors will contain an Aiifwcr of Faft to all tuch Argu¬ 
ments ; afthcfameTriiie.i we'do not fnean to admit, that the Rights vefted in General Clavering by 
Law can be alfhbcd b^ally Dchy of theCourt of Directors to fend out thefe Commiffions, or even 
by their Rcfohition riot to fend them at'ail. ' 

Wc have never affirmed, that Mr. Haftings did vacate his Office in Odober J.ift 5 much Irfs have 
wc contended, th?it 'any Ad done by the Governor General and Coiinci), from tliac l ime to 
the prefent, to which he was a Party, might be illegal, or in any Degree queftionable. This is not 
the Qiicftion 5 but wc doubt not it will hereafter be a very ferious one to him, whether any Ads 
done by him as Governor General, from the Time when the Court of Diredors Letters were re¬ 
ceived, are equally free from Exception-, and whether this whole Tranfadion will not be confidereJ 
by that Power, which alone can take Co^niaanre of it, as the groDjibft Infuk to the Authority of the 
Company, of the Court of Diredors, and of the Legiflature, as well as to the Dignity of the 
King. 

Having done every thing that depended on us to affert the Right which we conceived had legally 
devolved on General Clavering, ns far as could be effeded without violent Meafurcs, the Idea of 
which could never prefent itfelf to us without Horror, we (hall leave it to Mr. Haflings to continue, 
as he declared himfelf refolvcd, to affert and maintdin-tbe Authority rcpol'eci in him, under his Ap¬ 
pointment by Ad of Parliament, and to anlwcr for it at his Peril. 

(Signed) John Clavering, 

Fort William, Philip Francis. 

23d June 1777. 

To the Judges. 

1 N’ 7. 

’ T citej tmtnGcni 

Fort William, 23d June 1777. oo»LMi,g 

I-Idnourable Sirs, 

When wc had the Honour of fubmitting the Papers received from the Court of Diredors to your 
Confideration, we were determined to yield implicitly to your Decifion, whatever it might be-, and lIV. 7 t-T/.,! 
we underftood that the fame Intention was proreffed by Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwcll. Accordingly, i-'i* *""*- 
on the Receipt of the Letter with which you favoured us, we informed you, without the Lois of a 
Moment, of our inffant Acquiefcence, and at the fame Time wrote to Mr. Hadmgs, to acquaint him 
with our Reftrfution. Wc concluded, that the Situation in which your Decifion placed us, was the 
fame in which we flood before the Receipt of the Advices from England; and we doubt nor, that 
you yovirfclvei underRood that this was to be the Effed of your Decifion. Wc have now the 
Honour to fcfld you an exaft Copy of a Letter which General Clavering has this Day received from 
the Secretary |Do the Board of Revenue. You will perceive by this Letter, that the Board have de¬ 
clared the Places and Offices lately held by General Clavering, of Senior Counfcllor of the Prtfi- 
dcncy of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in India, to be vacant 
but they have not yet communicated to either of us the Proceedings on which this extraordinary Decla¬ 
ration is founded. We do not prefumc to fugged to you any Obfervations on the Illegality of this Ad j 
you know the Tenure by which we hold our Places, under an Ad of Parliament, and the Me.ns by 
which alone the^ can be lawfully avoided. But thefe are Circumftances belonging to the Fad of 
which we ought to apprize you leaving it to you to confidcr what Weight they may deferve. Mr. 

Francis, whofe Place is not pretended to be vacated, received no Summons to attend the Board; 
and did not know, till very late in the Day, and then only by Report, that any Board had been 
affcmblcd. Though entitled* as 3 Member of the Council, to fee the Proceedings, they have not 
yet been communicated to him, as ufual, by the Secretary, notwithllanding the extraordinary Im¬ 
portance of the Refoluiioos which appear to have been taken in his Abll-ncc. It is farther to be 
obferved, that General Clavering’s Commiffion, as Commander in Chief, comprehends all the 
Company’s Forces at the other Prefidcncies, over which the Governor General and Council of Fort 
William have no djred Authority. You will judge whether fuch a Coinmiflion can be vacated in all 
its Parts, by any Refolution of this Council. 

We are perfuaded that the uncommon Importance of this Cafe, with all the Confequenccs that 
may attend it, will immediately engage your Attention; and that if any Means fiiould occur to you 
to remedy the Injufticc done to General Clavering, and to prevent the Confequences of that Injufticc, 
as they may moft materially afieft the public Service at this prefent critical Conjunfture, you will not 
be lels ready to propofe them'on the prclent Occafion, than you were to interpol’e your Judgment 
and Authority in the former Inftancc at the Requeft of Mr. Haftings and Mr. BarWcU. 
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W(, who have already given you the (Irongeft Proof of our Deference to your Judgment and 
Authority, need hardly repeat our AlTurance to you, that we (hall continue to be guided by them. 

We havci &c. 

, (Signed) Jh* Clavering, 

Phijip Francis. 


N» t. 

Ur, Secretary 

to Gen. Clj.er- 
ing.iIccUring Ins 
Offices vac.nt. 


To Lieutenant General John Clavering. 

Sir, 

I am directed by the Honourable the Governor General and Council, to notify to you, that the 
Board have declared the Place and Offices lately held by you, of Senior Counfellor of the Frefidency 
of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in India, to be vacant; and 
have dire<H;ed me to furnilh you with a complete Copy of their Proceedings, containing the Grounds 
of the Board for the aforefaid Declaration. 

I have, &c. 

Revenue Department, (Signed) , R. Sumner, 

Fort William, , , Secretary, 

ajd June 1777. 


N« 9. 

Letter from the 
Chief Junice, 
&c. to Oen. Cli- 
.ering end Mr. 
Feancii, inclof- 
ing NF 10. 


To General Clavering and Mr. Francis. 

Gentlemen, 

In confequence of the Letter you honoured us with, dcfiring us to ufe fuch Means as might 
occur to us to remedy what you complained of as an Injuftice done to General Ckvering, we have 
endeavoured, as far as in us lies, to procure from the Governor. General and Council a Repeal of 
their Declaration, of which you were informed by the Letter from Mr. Sumner ^ and for that Pur* 
pofe have tranl'micted to them a Letter, a Copy of which we enclofe to you, and beg Leave to 
refer you for our Opinion to that Copy. 

Though we (hall ever be forry for tte Occafion, we (ball always be happy when we can reconcile 
Difputes by which we conceive the public Peace and good Order of Government may be aflt£ted. 

We have the Honour, &c. 

(Signed) E. Impey, 

Fort William, R* Chambers, 

24th June 1777. S. C. Lemaitre, 

Jn'Hyde. 


Lfllcr from the 
Judges to ths 
lioir. Guneral 
Mil Council. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Gentlemen of 
the Council. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Early this Morning we received a Letter from General Clavering and Mr. Francis, informing us 
of your Refolution of Ycrtcrday, that the Places and Offices held by Qeneral Clavering, of Senior 
Counfellor of the Prefidency of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company's Forces in 
India, were vacant •, •* and deflring us to point out any Means that might occur to us to remedy that 
which they conceived to be an Injuftice done to General Clavering.” We alTure ourfelves, that 
the uncommon Importance of this Cafe, with all its poffible Confequences, will fufficiently apologize 
for our immediate Interference, by our Opinion and Advice} and we venture to hope, that, although 
we have received no Application from you, yet, as on a late important Occalion General Clavering 
and Mr. Francis acquiefeed implicitly in our Opinion, given at your Defire, we may be honoured with 
equal Attention on your Part, when, at their Requeft, we deliver our Sentiments on an Event which 
we confuier as Part of the fame TranfaAion. 

We cannot be of Opinion (except perhaps in the Cafe of legal Convidtion of certain Crimes) 
that your Honourable Board can, by its own Authority, either .remove any Member from the Council, 
or declare his Seat to be vacant. The Advice which upon thi» Occalion we wi(h to (\ibmit to you 
is, that you would recede from putting in Execution thofe Refdldtioiis^vrbiQh can in any wife prevent 
the General from the full and immediate Exereife of h^s fcv^nl'Offices of Senior Counfellor of this 
Prefidency and Commander in Oiief of the Company’s Forces, ud chat all Panics placed in the 
fame Situation in which they Bood before the Receipt of the laft Advices ftom Engllind} referving 
and fubmicting to a Dccifion in England the refpcdlive Claims that each Party may conceive they 
have a Right to make, but not aAing upon thofe Claims until fuch Dectfion (hall arrive in Bengal. 

We have, &c. 

V (Signed) E. Impey, 

Fort William, R‘ Chambers, 

June 24th, 1777. S.C. Lemaitw, 

Jn' Hyde. 


N* II. 

I.Kicr from Ur, 
H.ttingl andMr, 
B.twcll, toCcn. 
('l»v<ring and 
Mr. Francis. 


To General Clavering and Philip Francis, Elquircs. 

Gentlemen, 

Wc have the Honour to fend you Copy of a Letter which we have feparatcly written to the 
Judges, in Aofwcr to theirs addrclTcd to the Governor^General and Council. 

Wc 
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We repeit to you our Refoludon to conform implicitly to their Advice. The Governor General 
has accordingly direded the Secretary of the Revenue Department to fend the ufuai Summons for the 
AlTembly of the A)ard To-morrow Morning at the Revenue Council Houfe, where we hope to be 
again honoured with the Prefence of General Clavcring. 

We have the Honour, 8pc. 

Bclvidere, Warren Haftings, 

24th June 1777. K* Barwcll. 


To the Honourable Sir Elijah tmpey, Knight, Chief Juftice, and the other Members of the no u. 

Supreme Court of Judicature at Fort William. 

Honourable Sirs, chief juftice. 

We have bad the Honour to receive your Letter of this Date, addrefled to the Governor General 
and Council, which we have initantly forwarded to General Clavcring and Mr. Francis. qu>er« t» their 

As Parties united in the Subjedt which furnilhed the Occafion to it, we think it proper) in this 
feparate Reply, to give you the fpeedieft Information of its EfTcft on our Conduft. in*N»inber. 

As we on a former Reference declared our Refolution to yield implicitly to your Decifion, we 
do now in like Manner moft chearfully, and without Helitation, afllire you, that we (hall as impli* 
citly conform to your Advice now given us, regarding it as legal Authority, by receding from all 
thole Refolutions which can in any wife prevent the General from the full and Immediate Exercife 
of his feveral Offices of Senior Counlellor of this Prefidency, and Commander in Chief of the Com¬ 
pany’s Forces, by confenting that all Parties be placed in the fame Situation in which they ftood 
before the Receipt of the laft Advices from England > referving and fubmitting our Claim to a Dd- 
cifion in England, but not adling upon thofe Claims until fuch Decilion (hall arrive in Bengal. 

As the Refolutions we had taken, during the Separation of General Clavcring and Mr. Ffancis from 
our Council, were the Rel'ult of their Adts, and of the fulled Convidtion operating on our Minds, 
both of their Obligation to us, and of the legal Incompetency of any Powers veiled in the Board, or 
in any individual Members of it, to retradl them >, and as in adopting thofe Refolutions we yielded to 
the foie Impulfe of our Senfe of public Duty, in Repugnance to our perfonal Feelings { we are happy 
that your Interpofuion has freed us from fo painful a Neceffity, and moft fmccrely wlih that it will 
prove the Means of reftoring that Peace and Harmony to the Government, which have been broken 
by the paft Tranfadlions. 

This Determination we (hall without Delay impart m the other Members of our Council, and (hall 
propofe to ^eet them To-morrow.Morning in Couitfil, on the Footing which you have recom¬ 
mended. * 

We have the Honour, &c. 

B?Ividcre, (Signed) Warren Haftings, 

a4tb June 1777. Rich'Bar well. 


To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and Richard Barwcll, Efquirc. 

' CliTcriDg tnd 

Gentlemen, Mr. rnncii, n 

We have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter, dated this Evening, inclofing a 
Copy of one which you inform us you had feparately written to the Judges, and repeating to us your 
Refolution of conforming implicitly to their Advice. 

Underftanding hereby that you mean to recede from your Refolution of Yefterday, and that all 
Parties are to be placed in the State in which they were before the Receipt of the laft Advices from 
England, the Claims of each being referved, Genera] Clavering means, under this Idea, to do him- 
felt the Honour of attending his Duty in Council To-morrow, in Compliance with the Summons he 
has this Evening received from the Governor General. 

We have the Honour, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) Jn* Clavering, 

24th June 1777. P. Francis. 


To the Honourable the Court of Direiftors for Affairs of the Honourable the United Company of 
Merchants of England trading to the Eaft Indies. 

Honourable Sirs, 

We have duly received your Commands of the 25th Oftober 1776, with the Poftfeript, dated the 
30th Odober, and the feveral Papers accompanying that Difpatch, a.s well as the Letters from your 
Secretary, bearing Date the 12th and i5ch November, and their Enclofures. 

For the Tranfadlions which have paffed in confequence of the Receipt of thefe Advices, we beg 
StL. Com. Rap. IX. [ f f ] Leave 
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Leave to tranfmit to yw, wirivEwUComeMiHei acoo^pkte Copy of all our Fteceediftgil from the 
20th Iflftant to this Day . . » : > " > 

We Mb. with ReM. . 

Hooomblie Sirs, 

Fort William,- . Your moft faithful bumble Servantt, 

the 25th June 17^7. Warren Haftings, 

J. Clavering, 
Rich'Barwell, 

P. Francis. 

Calcottai the aSth of June 1777, 

To the fio*. iU Honourable Sirs, 

CMttof Dirt*. 7f,e Receipt of your General Letter of the 25th of Oftober.1776, with a Poftfeript, dated the 
jfoth, and fundry other Papers annexed to it, has bttn followed by Two Events of a moft extraordU 
nary and alarming Nature. Either of them dhgly might have been attended with Conlequences fatal 
to the Peace and Security of this Government v but we are happy to be able to inform you, that 
neither of them have actually profiaced thofe Confequences, and that this Government is reftored to 
as much Tranquillity as could pollibly fticceed to the moft alarming Diforder and Confufion. 

The iirft Faft to which we refer, is the Claim and Aftumption of the Government by General 
Clavering, oppofed by a pofitive R^ufal on the Part cnF Mr. Haftings to furrender th^ Govern* 
ment, and the Refolution of Mr. BarWell to fupport him in that Refufal. 

The fecond Faft is, the Attempt made by Mr. Haftings arid Mr. Harwell to remove General Cla* 
verrng from his Seat in Council, and frOm the Chief Command of the Forces in India. 

Our feparate Proceedings as a Board on the 20th Inftant, with the Papers which form an Appendix 
to them, will give you a perfeft Knowledge of the Brft Tranfaftioo: The Proceedings of Mr. 
Haftings and Mr. Barwell, in a Council held % them, by Adjournment, frqm the 20th to the 23d 
Inftant, will inform you of the Second. We beg Leave to refer you to the compkat Copies of 
our refpeftive Proceedings, which are fent Home by the pitfent Conveyance. 

In this Addrefs we mein to confine ourieives to a ibort and diftinft Narrative of the fcveral Fafts, 
in the Order in which they happened, without any Obfervations of our own. This Narrative, and 
the Papers enterd on oar Proofings, will naturally throw a Light on each other, and explain to 
you the whole Tranfaftion. 

Your Packet arrived here on Thurfday the 19th Inftant, containing a Poftfeript, dated the 30th 
of Oftober 1776, to your General Letter of the 25th of the fiimb Month, with furary other Papers, 
relative to the Rellgnation of Mr. Hhftings qf the Office Of Governor General, and to the Nomi* 
nation and Appointment of Mr. Wheler to the Seat in Council, avoided by the Reiignation of Mr. 
Haftings, and coniequent Promotion of General Clavering to the Place and Office of Governor 
General, An attefted Copy of an loftrument, under His Majefty’s Sign Manual, by which His 
Majefty confencs to, approves, and confirms the Appointment of Mr. Whekr, was received at the 
fame Time, and read in full Council. As foon as they were read the Council broke up, though re¬ 
gularly, as we conceive, the Surrender of the Chair, and ihe Keys of the Fort, and of the feveral 
Treafuries, (houid have teen immediately made to General Clavenng. Confiderations of refpeft 
to Mr. Haftings induced General Clavering to wait a rcafonabk Time for the formal Surrender of 
the Gavernment to him; but Mr. Haftings having made no Communicatbn whatfoever to General 
Clavering before 10 o'Oock the next Morning, the General thought it incumbent upon him to fend 
a formal Requifition in' Writing to Mr. Haftings, of the Keys of the New Fort, and of the Trea- 
forks. He then ordered the Sccretsry to fummons Mr. Barwell and Mr. Francis, in his Name, aa 
Governor General, to him in the Council Houfe at 11 o’Clock. Confideribg his aftual Situa¬ 
tion at this Time, ybu will fw that the General was reduced, ^ Mr. Haftih^s’s Silence^ to decide 
inftantly betwm Two oppoGw Refolutions, either to alTert the' Right which had devolved to him, 
and to take the formal Steps necefifary for alTuming the Government, or to have acqoiefced in 
Silence in the continued Pofteffion of it by another. We fubmit to Judgment, how far fuch a ne¬ 
gative Acquiefcence might have |een deemed an indireft Surrender of his Right. But the Circumftances 
he was in would not permit hint to confine himfclf to a Ample Non-Aflercion of it: A Summons 
had been iflued on Thurfday, fcr the Meeting of the Council at the Revenue Board on Friday. 
He muft have acknowledged ihi Validity of that Summons, and met Mr. Haftings in Council, as 
Governor General. No Interval was left in which hr could have declined doing an Aft, by which 
the drift Rights aftually vefted in him might have Been maicrially prejudiced. The Arguments 
which convince us that the Government devolved on General Clavering, inftantly on the Receipt of 
the Company’s Letters, and wbiEh:conftttvte the Defence of our fubfequent Conduft, are dated at 
large in oiir Minute, dated tbtrxjti Jriftant, and entered in the Appendix to our Proceedings of 
the 20th Inftant. . 

Mr. Francis complied with the Summons ifibed in the Name of General Clavering, who took the 
Oaths in the Council Room as Governor General} other Orders preparatory to the Proclamation 
were then dircftcd to be made oui(^ but jrto Aft ot Government w.hatfoever was iflued by us as a 
Board. In about Two Hours after our Meeting, the General received a Letter figned by Mr. 
Haftings and Mr. Barwell, in Anlwer CO bis 'Requifition to Mr. Haftings t in which they deftare, 

. . that 
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tfnt they luid thought k incumbent bn them to inform hfm, that they knew of no Ad or Inftru' 
mcnt by which the Place and Offices of Warren Haftings, as Governor General, are vacated, nor 
'* by which they have adually devolved on him i and that they were retolved to aflert and maintain, 

« by every legal Means, the Authority and Truft which had been repofed in Mr. Mailings, by the 
13th Ad of His prefent Majelly, and by a Deed of Government, under the Hands of the 
** Honourable the Court of Oiredors, and the Seal of the United Eaft India Company, until the 
“ fame Ihouid be avoided by his Kclignation, or Death, or by the exprefs Command of His Ma- 
“ jefty. His Heirs and Succc^ors} without which it is declared that he (hall not be removed.’* 
Confidering the peremptory Declaration contained in the above Letter, that not only a Right 
was claimed, but a decifive Refolution avowed to aflert and maintain it at all Events *, and revolv¬ 
ing in our Minds the fatal Confequences of a Competition for the Government, which, if continued 
with equal Obftinacy by both Parties, could only be decided by Force t we determined at once to 
recede fo far from the inftant Execution of your Orders, as to fubmit the ftridl Rights founded on 
them, and on a folemn A£l of the Crown, to the Judgment and Authority of the Judges t and began 
to diaw up a Letter to them for that Purpofe. Before it could be finil^d, we were informed, by 
a Letter from the Secretary of the Revenue Board, that the Judges were aflembled there with Mr. 
Haftings and Mr. Barwell, and that the Papers received from the Court of Dircflors were demand¬ 
ed. We ordered our Secretary to inform him in Return, that we were adlualLy employed in prepar* 
ing an Addrefs to the Judges, on the Subjedl of thofe Letters. We then refolved to fufpMd all 
further Proceedings, and broke up the Council. 

Our Letter to the Judges was fent to them at Six o’Clock the fame Evening, by their own 
Appointment. It would be proper that you Ihould confulc the Letter addreffed to them on the 
fame OccaTion by Mr. HalVmgs and Mr. Barwell, and the Letter of the 20th from Mr. Sumner, 
written by their Order, wherein the Papers are demanded; that you may fee in one View the Nature 
and Terms of the Appeal on both Sides, and how far each Party was bound to fubmit to whatever 
Decifion might be given by the Judges on their refpeftive Claims. 

Early in the Morning of the following Day we received an Anfwer from the Judges, informing us, 
that, they were unanimoufly, clearly, and decidedly of Opinion, that the Place and Office of 
Governor General of this Prcfidency had not yet been vacated by Mr. Haftingi; and that theaftual 
“ AITumpcion of the Government by the Member in Council next in SucceflTion, in confequence of 
** any Deduflions which could be made from the Papers by us communicated to them, would be abfo- 
** lutely illegal." We immediately declared to them, in Return, that we did not hefitate to acquiefee 
in their Opinion. We alfo immediately informed Mr. Haftings of fuch our Acquiefcence, and fent 
him a Copy of our Letter to the Judges, in which it was declared.—-On our Part, this Step was 
■final. 

From Saturday Morning till Monday, we remained in fllent Expeflation of the Refolution that might 
be taken by Mr. Hadings and Mr. Barwell, as we underdood that Meetings continued to be held every 
Day, and were informed, that fcvcral Detachments of Troops had been ordered out of the Fort, and 
were patrolling or ftaiioned at the Governor’s Houfe, the Council Houfe, and other Parts of the 
Town. 

You will eafily judge what an univerfal Anxiety and Alarm among the Inhabitants of this populous 
Place, mud have been occafioned by thefc military Appearances; and whether any Pretence was left 
for fuel] Mcafures, after we had broken up our Meeting, fufpended all further Proceedings, and 
referred the Piq^ers to the Decifion of the Judges, and more particularly, after we had declared our 
implicit Acquiefcence in that Decifion. Nothing, however, tranfpired till the Afternoon of Monday 
the 23d, when General Clavering received a Letter from the Secretary of the Revenue Board, notify¬ 
ing to liim, that “ the Board had declared the Places and Offices lately held by him, of Senior Coun- 
“ fellor of the Prcfidency of Fort William, and Commander in Chief of the Company’s Forces in 
*« India, to be vacant." We fent a Copy of the above Letter the fame Evening to the Judges, with 
one from ourfelvrs. But before their Opinion on this fecond Reference was received, the next Morn¬ 
ing Mr. Francis attended a Meeting of the Revenue Board, in compliance with a Summons from the 
Governor, and, before any other Bufinefs was introduced, moved, That all the Kefolutions taken in his 
Abrcnce might be reverfed. To this Motion a formal Negative was given. By a Reference to the Pro¬ 
ceedings on that Occafion, you will fee, that Mr. Haltings was interrupted in his Minute by the 
Arrival of the Chief Jufiice. In confequeijce of a private Converfation between them, in which we 
prefume that Terms of Accommodation were propofed on the Part of the Judges, the Board agreed 
to wait for their formal Opinion on our lad Reference, and in the mean Time to recall or fufpeQd all 
the Proceedings refpe^ling General Clavering. 

The Opinion of the Judges, “ That the Board cannot, by its own Authority, either remove any 
*» Member from the Council, or declare his Seat to be vacant," was received in the Evening, and fol¬ 
lowed by a Letter from Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, in which they fignify their Acquiefcence in it. 
On the next Day, Wednefday the 25th, a full Board was aflembled, at which the Kefolutions taken 
by Mr. Hafiings and Mr. Barwell, in the Abfence of the other Members, were reverfed, and the Or¬ 
ders ifliied in confequence of them repealed. 

You are now. Gentlemen, in Poffclfion of the leveral Fa£ls, of which this extraordinary Tranf- 
aflion iscompofed. The Judgment to be given upon them, and the Mcafurcs which arc to follow 

1 that 
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that Judgment, can only be determined by your Wifdom and Authority. We (hall not complain of 
any Refolution whatfoever which you may think fit to take, provided it be decifive. 

We have the Honour to be, 

With the greateft Refpefl, 

Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient, and 

mode humble Servants, 

J. Clavering, 

P. Francis. 


EXTRACT of a'Letter from General Clavering, dated the 28th June 1777. 

Concerning the important and extraordinary Events which have happened fince the Arrival of the 
Cormorant’s Packet (that in the Rippon is not yet come) I beg Leave to refer you to the joiht Letter 
written to you by Mr. Francis and myfelf, and to the Proceedings on both Sides. If any Fafls are 
related or infinuated by our Opponents, more or lefs, or otherwife, than you (hall find related therein, 
T muft beg you will not give them the lead Credit. There was not a Angle Order ilTued by Mr. 
Francis, or myfelf, as a Board, (the Note to the Sheriff excepted, to dcfirehis Attendance) or by me, 
as Commander in Chief, neither on the Day of the 20th, nor afterwards. 

We have acquainted you. Gentlemen, that we fent our Letter to the Judges at 6 o'clock the fame 
Evening, and the next Morning we fignlfied our Acquiefccnce to their Opinion, both to themfcives 
and to Mr, Haftings; yet about 8 o'Clock in the Evening on the zoth, the Guards were ordered from 
the Fort, and remained out till Tuefday Evening the 14th. The Reafons for that military Difplay, 
can only be accounted for on the intended Accomplilhment of the Obje6k propofed by the 4th Refolu¬ 
tion paffed by MelTrs. Haftings and Barwell, in their private Meeting on the 23d •, whereto, as you will 
obferve, Mr. Francis had not been fummoned. In the mean Time, Orders had been circulated to all 
the Stations in the Country, not to obey me t a Scheme which, had it been effefled in its full Extent, 
could only have been fupported by AAs ftiJl more violent, by throwing off their Allegiance on the 
Legifiature and the Mother Country. 
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EXTRACT of Court’s Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1778 •, obferving upon Mr. Hattings’i 
Refufal to admit his Refignation. 

Extrafl of the Company's General Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1778. 


Par. 21. Addrefs fromthe Revenue Department, dated the 25th of June 1777, together 

* with Copy of Vour Proceedings from the aoth to the 25th of that Month inclufive*, 
alfo a Letter from our Governfr General, dated the 15th of Auguft, were duly received ; and from 
the Importance of the Subjeft contained in your Proceedings, we deem it expedient to take the belt 
legal Opinions and Advice, before we decide finally on (^eftions which mu(b neceffarily refult there¬ 
from. But having not yet be|n able to obtain thofe Opinions and Advice, we proceed to make fuch 
Remarks as occur to us in the prefenc State of this extraordinary Affair. 

22. In the Governor General’s Letter of the 15th of Auguft 1777, hefays. No Event ever bcfel 
him for which he Was fo little prepared, as for the News of the Notification made by Colonel Mac- 
Icanr, of his Defire ro refign the Service i and as this Afifertion appears to us very extraordinary, a 
Review of the Authority upon which the Notification was made, becomes of courfc an Object of 
our immediate Attention. 

23. The Governor General’s Letter has furrtilhed u» with an avowed Acknowledgment of his 
having confiituted Mr. Macleane his Agent. But before the Receipt of that Letter, from the Con¬ 
duct of the Governor General refpeAing Mr, Macleane, and the Part taken by him whenever that 

Gentleman’s 
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Gentleman's AflTairs were under Confideration in Eengal, the Court of Dire£tors could have nO 
Doubt of a Arid Intimacy having fubfiAed between them t and from the apparent Zeal (hewn by 
Mr. Macleane, for promoting the Honour and lonrefl; of the Governor General in England, the 
Court had as little Doubt of Mr. Macleane having been duly authorized, by exprefs Indrudtions 
from Mr. Haftings, to fignify his Defire to reGgn the Office of Governor General, and his RequeA 
to have a SucceObr nominated to the Vacancy which would thereby be occafioned in the Supreme 
Council of Bengal. 

34. It now appears, from the Letter before us, that Meffieurs Graham and Macleane were regu¬ 
larly appointed the Governor General’s Agents in Enghind j that he actually gave them Powers and 
InAruAions, jn Writing, when they undertook that Office; that thofc Inftruftions contained fcvcral 
diAind Propofitions, which Propofitions required fomething to be done, or performed, as the Con- 
ditiens of the Governor General being confirmed in the Government i and that the laA Propofition was 
explained by a fecret or feparate Paper. 

25. That befidcs thefc written Documents, the Governor General gave verbal and cautionary 
Injunctions to Meffieurs Macleane and Graham { and that one of thofc Injundions was, an earnelt 
Recommendation to give up the Defence of bis Cauftt if it could not be maintained without being uled 
as the InArumcnt of a Party. 

a6. The Death of Mr. Graham happening foon after his Arrival in England, and no other Per- 
fun appearing to have been aAbciated with Mr. Macleane in this extraordinary Agency, nor nomi¬ 
nated or authorized by the Governor General to affiA in negociating or adjuAing the Conditions of bis 
being confirmed in the Government^ we muA conclude, that Mr. Macleane remained the Governor 
General’s foie Agent in England for that Purpofe; and from the Governor General’s own Account, 
now under Confideration, we remain of Opinion, that Mr. Macleane was duly authorized and em¬ 
powered to agree to fuch Conditions on the Governor General's Behalf, as might appear to him ex¬ 
pedient, refpcAing the ObjeAs of his Negociation. 

. 27. The Governor General fays, Mr. Macleane has, in this InAance, exceeded his Powers; of 
the Truth of the AlTcrtion the Court are nor competent to judge. The Governor General has not 
yet thought proper to define the Powers aftually given to Mr. Macleane; he has not communicated 
to the Court the written Propofitions which he required to be complied with, as the Conditions of his 
being confirmed in the Government of Bengal; nor informed us what are tnc Contents of the Paper 
which was explanatory of the laA of his Propofitions; nor has he acquainted us with the Purport of 
more than One of the verbal Injunctions alluded to in his Letter. 

28. If the ufual Accuracy of the Governor General had ^en obferved, we Ihould not have been 
«t a Lofs to affix prccifc Ideas to his Declarations. In the Information which he is now plcafed to 
communicate, he mentions the Conditions of bis being confirmed in the Government. But it is notorious 
that he was at that Time in full PolTeffion of the Government; that he had been fo for fevcral 
Years; that he had alfo been actually and recently confirmed therein by a moA folemn ACl of Par¬ 
liament ; that the ACt of the Legidature was full, complete, and Aood in no Need of Confirmation; 
of which we «Aurc ourfelves the Governor General was fully aware when he gave his InAruCtions to 
his Agent. 

99. In ortjer, therefore to account for this fingular Phrafe, namely, the being “ confirmed in the Go. 
“ vernmenty* we mu A be of Opinion, that it contains a direft Implication, that if the required Condi¬ 
tions were not obtained, the Governor General would not remain in the Government ; and this Idea is 
in perfeCk Agreement with the InAruCtions produced by Mr. Macleane, in the Governor General’s 
own Hand Writing, declaring, 7bat he would not continue in the Government of Bengal, unlefs the Condi¬ 
tions therein jbecified were complied with. 

30. The Credit due to the TcAimony of McArs. Vanfittart and Stewart, muA be determined by 
the general Character of thofe Gentlemen. The Governor General fays, He never called them to bear 
'Witnefs to his TranfaCtions. We can readily allow that the Governor might not think it necelTary to 
call them in as formal Witneffes, nor to authorize them to give TcAimony on the above Occafions; 
but it was fufficient for the Court of.DireClors to know that they were Perlbns who, from their for¬ 
mer Intimacy with the Governor General, were the moA likely to polTefs authentic Information; and 
^he Court bad good Reafon to believe they were by no Means partial to the JnrcrcA of the Perfon next 
.in Succeffion to the Government. If, therefore, MclTrs. Vanfittart and Stewart were of fufficient Credit 
so be'.believed, their Evidence was unexceptionable. It was alfo full, explicit, and direClly in point. 
.The Means by which they obtained Knowledge of the FaCt to which they gave TcAimony, were 
xandicHy and unrefervedly explained. Mr. Vanfittart declares he was prefenc when the InAruClions 
were given to Mr. Macleane; and Mr. Stewart confirms the Account of Mr. Vanfittart, by a folemn 
Afievefation', that the Quve'rnor General had declared' to him that he had given Directions to the 
above Purpofe to Mr. Macleane. 

31. As to the Agent having exceeded bis Powers, it is a CircumAancc which can only affeCt the 
IntereA of his Employer and his own Reputation. The Governor General had feleCted and chofen 
Mr. Macleane, upon the tnoA intimate, perfeCt, and perfonal Knowledge of his Ability, Principles, 
and Conduct. His Commiffion and InitruCtions were concealed by the Governor General from the 
Court of Directors, and remained unknown to them till announced by Mr. Macleane himfelf -, but 
when he Aoud forth as the public and avowed Agent of the Governor General, and declared himfclf 

authorized, empowered, and directed to fignify to the Court of Directors his Defire to refign his Of- 
Com. Rep* IX. [ g g ] fice 
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“ fice of Governor G^'oeral of Berigal, and to requeft their Nomination of a Succeflbr to the Va- 

cancy which would be thereby occafioned in the Council */’ and when the Court found his De¬ 
clarations conBrmed by the refpedtable Teftimony of the Governor General's mod intimate Friends 1 
they could no longer hefitatd to receive Mr. Macleane as the undoubted Agent of the Governor Ge¬ 
neral, to tieat his Propolmons as thofe of his Employer, and confequcntly to accept the propofed 
OfFey of Relignation. 

32. After avowing the Conimiffion and Indru£lions given to his Agent, we mull: declare, that the 
Extrads quoted by the Governor General are nugatory. The Offer of Rcfignation was made fubfc- 
quent to the Date, and even to the Receipt of all thofe Letters. The Governor General has put it 
beyond a Doubt that Mr. Macleane aded by his immediate Authority. He has no where pointed 
out to the Court of Diredors the Time when the Negociation of his Agent was to commence, nor 
the Pciiod to which his CommiHion was limited; the Letters referred to, contain no Revocation or 
Abridgement of the Powers of Mr. Macleane; and as to the Governor General’s Intimation, that 
fubrequent Coriclpondcncc with Meflfs. M.iclcanc and Graham might have operated to deftroy Con- 
clufions drawn from former Inftrudions, the Court of Diredors think it fufficient to remark, that to 
this Hour they remain totally ignorant of the Contents of fuch Correfpondence. 

33. In regard to the Proceedings had in Bengal, although General Clavering aded unwarrantably, 
and even illegally, in direding the Secretary to ifllic a Summons in his Name, as Governor General, 
to Meflfis. Barwcli and Francis to meet him in Council, and Mr. Francis in concurring in thofe 
Tranfadions, before Mr. Haftings had acknowledged and confirmed the Proceedings of his Agent, 
we cannot neverthelefs but be dlfpleafed at the Governor Genera), for not giving a dired and can¬ 
did Explanation of the whole Traniadion. But the Governor General has now fufficiently explained 
the Motives of his Silence. He tells us, he could not difavow the Declarations of Colonel Mac¬ 
leane, without appearing adverfe to a Man who had given him the moil: undoubted Proofs of his 
Friendlhip, and who, though in this Injianu he had exceeded his Powers^ he knew had been aduated 
by a fincere and honeft, though a miftaken Zeal to ferve him. This open Declaration of the Go¬ 
vernor General needs no Comment. 

34. If the Anfwer of the Governor General and Mr. Barwcli, that they knew of no Ad or Inftrument 
by which the Place and Office of the Governor General were vacated, had been accompanied with a 
dired Difavowal of the pretended Authority by which the Offer of Rcfignation had been made to the 
Court of Diredors, the Governor Genera) had been lei's reprchenfible} and furely the folemn Pro¬ 
ceedings in England, undeniably evinced by the Documents before him, rendered fuch Explanation 
his indifpenfable Duty. Indeed, official Deference to his Employers, had there been no other Mo¬ 
tive, required that the Governor General Ihould, in the moft unreferved Manner, have contributed to 
deted a flagrant Impofition, if he found fuch had been pradifed in his Name upon the Court of 
Diredors of the Eaft India Company. 

35. But however great the Improprieties above noticed may be, they bear very little Proportion to 
the rubfequent Proceedings of the Governor General and Mr. Barw’clI. 

36. In the firft Place, it was an Ad of Indecency in the Governor General and Mr. Barwcli to 
meet, even by Adjournment, as a Council, to enter upon Public Bufincfs, and to form the moft 
important Rciolutions, without having fummoned Mr. Francis to attend his Duty as a Counfcllor at 
every fuch Meeting; but Mr. Francis has declared, that he neither received a Summons, nor knew 
till late in the Da]^, and then only by Report, that a Board had been aflembled, by which the Offices 
of General Clavering had been declared vacant. 

37. It was an Ad of great Prefumption in the Governor General and Mr. Barwcli, to refolve and de¬ 
clare, that General Clavering had vacated his Place of Commander in Chief of the Company's 
Forces in India, to which Command he had been appointed by a fpecial Commiflfion from the Com¬ 
pany, withodt admitting that he had fucceeded to the Office of Governor General. 

J 8. And we muft be of Opinion, that the Refoludons and Declarations of the Governor General 
Mr. fiarwell, that General Clavering had vacated the Office of Senior Counfcllor of the Prefi- 
dency of Fort William in Bengal, and that Mr. Barwcli was promoted to the faid Office of Senior 
Counfcllor, were to all Intents and Purpofes not only unwarrantable but illegal. 

39. We have thus given you our Sentiments on thefe extraordinary Tranfadions. What Meafures 
it may be ncceffary for us to take in confcqucnce thereof, in order to retrieve the Honour of the Com¬ 
pany, and to prevent the like Abufe from being pradifed in future, will have our earlieft and moft 
ierious Confidcration, fo foon as we (hall be furniibed with the Opinions mentioned in the former 
Part of this Letter. But we cahnot, even for the pre(ent, difmifs the Subjed, without exprelTing our 
Approbation of the Sentiments bf Mr. Francis, minuted on your Proceedings of the 24th of June. 
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EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Confultations, the 4th Oflober 1773. 


EztraA of the Treaty between Suja-ul-Dowla and the Eafl; India Company} dated BenareSt 7th 
September 1773. 


*T *0 prevent any Difputes arifing concerning the Payment which fliall be made by the Vizier, for 
the Expences of the Company’s Troops that may march to his A/liftancc; It is agreed, that the 
Expence of a Brigade fhall be computed at Two Lacks Ten thoufand (2,10,000) Sicca Rupees per 
Month, according to the Currency of the Province of Oude. By a Brigade, is meant as follows} viz. 

2 Battalions of Europeans. 

6 Battalions of Sepoys. 

1 Company of Artillery. 

The Expences of the faid Troops Ihall be defrayed by the Vizier from the Time that they fhall 
have paired the Borders of his Dominions, till they return within the Borders of rthe Province of 
Bahar; and, exclufive of the above-mentioned Sum, no more fhall on any Account be demanded 
from him. 
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Extract of court’s Letter w Bengal, dated a^d March 1770. 


Par. 134. TT is our exprefs Ordefs, and we hereby pofuively direft, that you do not fail, tvery Tt&r^ 
^ to advertife for, and receive fuch Propofals as may be offered, for Ibpplying the Troops 
with Provifions, and for furnilhing Draft and Carriage Bullocks to be employed with our Army; 
and that you do, in all Cafes, accept thofe Propofals which may appear moft rtafonablc in point of 
Charge; and you arealfo to take Care, that in all your Advertifements a fiilficient Time be allowed, 
before the Expiration of the Contrail which may then fubfiff, or the Time which you may limit 
for receiving Propofals, for fuch Per Ions who may become Candidates for the Contradlorlhip to 
prepare their Propofals for fuch Contraft, 

The above Order was again enforced by Court’s Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1778 j 
Extraft whereof is as follows *, 

Par. lot. But although the Governor General has thought proper toexprefs fo dirci^ and pointed 
a Difapprobation of the Mode adopted and pofuively enjoined by the Company, for conducting fo 
great a> Branch of their Affairs as that of the Army Contract; we neverthelefs adhere to the Pro¬ 
priety of the Court’s Orders, and hereby renew the Injunction, that you f.ul not, tvery Tear^ Three 
Months at lealt before the Expiration of the fubfifting Contract, to advcrtile for, and receive fuch 
Propofals as may be offered, for fupplying the Toops with Provifions, and for feeding Bullocks and 
Camels to be employed with the Army ; and that in all Cafes you accept the lov/eft, with fufficienl 
Security for Performance. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT of Court’s General loftruAions to>he Governor General.and Council^ 
dated 29th March 1774. 


Par. 36. As all the Company's Bufincfs, which can conveniently be performed by CpntraA, is fa 
performed in Bengal; we have only to dired, that all Contrads, with the Conditions, be publicly 
advertifed, and fealed Propofals received for the fame; that every Propofal be opened in Council, 
and the Preference given to the lowed, provided fufficient Security wall be offered for the Per¬ 
formance; and that all fuch Propolals, with all Proceedings thereon, be entered in a Book to \M 
kept apart for that Purpofe, and regularly tranfmicted to us. 


APPENDIX, N» 118. 


PROCEEDINGS of the Governor General and Council, in confequence of the Court's 
Orders of 23d December 1778, relative to Mr. Belli'i Agency. 


ExtraA of the Company’s Letter to Bengal, dated 23d December 1778. 


107. TN your Plan for viflualling the New Fort, we obferve the Stores are to be furnifhed by thi 
Agent at the Bazar or Market Price, and changed at his kxpcnce fo often as (hall be found 
neceffary. They are to be purchafed with the Company's Advances, and the Agent is to be allowed 
a CommtlTion, or Per-centage, for Lofles which may be oc^afioned by Decay, Waftage, and Variation 
of the Markets; and alfo for Servants Wages and other Expcnccs. 

108. In order to afeertain what Sum would be a reafonable Compenfation for the Agent, you very 
properly agree to confult the principal Merchants of Calcutta on the Subjeft. 

109. The Perfons confulted were, Mr. John R(A}infon, Mr. Charles Croftes, and Mr. David 
Kellican. They report 12 per Cent, as a Compenfation for Lofs by Decay, 'Waftage, and Variation 
of Markets; 5 per Cent, for the Agent’s Trouble; and 3 per Cenr. for Cooley Hire, Servants 
Wages, and Charges of that Nature; amounting in the Whole to 20 per Cent, upon the Priinp 
Coft of Stores to provided. 

110. In the Governor General's Minute, refpe^ing the Coft and Expenditure of Stores, it is 
ftated, that a Lofs has been fuftained of 45 per Cent, per Annum tor Two Years; the Governor 
General therefore concludes, that an Allowance of 20 per Cent, would neither a^rd the Agent 
the fmalleft Encouragement, nor even the Profpeft of an Indemnification for LofTes, which might 
be fuftained in perifhable Stores—-He therefore moves, that 30 per Cent, per Annum be allowed 
upon all Stores to be provided by the Agent. 

111. Mr. Barwell lays, the Opinion of Merchants cannot be oppofed to Fa£ls; and that, as the 
Lofs fuftained had been 90 per Cent, in 7 'wo Years (or 45 per Cent, per Annum) he gives hiS 
AlTent to the Governor General's Propofal for 30 per Cent, per Annum. But if the Company's 
Intereft had been duly regarded by the Governor General and Mr. Barwell, they muft have oblerved, 
that the excclfive Lofs of Grain, upon which their Eftimate was calculated, had been occafioned 
by the Want of proper Magazines, and by other Circumftances, eafy to be remedied or correAed; 
and therefore ought not to have been urged as Arguments for granting 30 per Cent, inftead of zo 
per Cent. Commiflion, in dire|fc Oppofition to a Report, made at your own Requeft, by the moft 
'refpe£lable Merchants in CalcUtu; who doubclels would have gladly taken the ContraA upon the 
• Terms of their own Propofitions. 

112. As the Idea of taking the Opinions of Merchants originated with Mr. Francis, wc find he 
refolved to abide by their Opinion. 

113. General Clavering has juftly objefled to the immenie Profits of the Agent. He eftimates 
the Amount of Provifions for the Fort at Three I.acks of Rupees, and of courfc the Agency at 
Rupees 90,000. 

114. And befides the Commiftlon to be paid by the Company, the General obferves, that Mer¬ 
chants calculate upon a Profit being gained, from 15 to 25 per Cent, on Provifions brought from 
^thc Country to Calcutta; he therefore concludes, that the A^nt may fecure an addit^^al Profit of 

20 per 




A. P P E N D t X, N* II*. 

20 per Cent. Hn that Account, which adihd to his Conimiflion, renders the total Rupees 1,50,060 
on the. Firft Half Year’s l^cbvtry of Stores. 

115. The Mode of the Agent’s Appointment was alfo objei^cd to 6y General Clavering. The 
Wrlbn propdeU by the Goverhor General was Mr. Belli, his private Secretary. The General rc- 
liiinds the Board of the Company’s Order, that Contrads ihould be advertifed. Had this Mode been 
porfued, the Governor General’s Secretary could only have obtained the Agency on the loweft Terms, 
The Governor General objcfted to advertifing, left the World Ihould know what Provifion was made 
for the Defence of the Fdrt. This Rcaloning the General reprobates, bccaufe, fuppofing it publicly 
known that Four Months Provifions were fafe in the Fort, it would difeourage an Enemy, rather 
than invite them to attack the Place. 

116. In anfwcr to the General’s Obfervations, the Governor General has pledged himfelf, that, if 

required by the Court of Direftors, the Profits arifing from the Agency (hall be paid into the Com¬ 

pany’s Trrafury, and appropriated as the^Court fhall dirc6t. 

117. On this View of Fails we deem it equitable, that the Amount paid, or to be paid, to Mr. 

Btlli by the Company, for Agency, be reduced to ao per Cent. •, which Sum, for the Reafons above- 

hientroncd, muft be cortftdercd as an ample Compenlation fbr his Trouble, Rilk, Lofs, and all £x- 
pences whatever. 

118. It is therefore our pofltive Order, that, according to the Engagement of the Governor Ge¬ 
neral, the Agent’s Accounts be forthwith laid before your Board; and that the Commiffion paid, or 
to be paid, to Mr. Belli on thofc Accounts, be reduced to ao per Cent. and likewife, that the faid 
CommifTion be calculated upon the Prime Coft of Provifions turnifhed, and not upon the Ba*ar 
Price at Calcutta. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in the|r Public 
Department, the t3th November 1779. 


The Packet of the General Barker being arrived, is opened, and found to contain Four General 
l.etters from the Court of Direitors, dated the aad and 28th December; and aoth January and 4th 
February 1779, with the other Papers, as per Lift of Packet. 

Ordered, That the Papers be diftributed to the fevcral OflSiccs to which they belong. 


EXl'R ACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 
Department, the 22d November 1779. 


Read again the General Letters from the Honourable the Court of Directors, received at the 
laft Meeting. 

Ordered, That the Paragraphs be diftributed in the following Manner: 

Par' 107 to 118, iuclufive, to Mr. Belli. 

Ordered, That the Sccrectry do require Mr. Bclli’s Anfwcr to the above Paragraphs. 

Governor General —1 delirc that the Secretary may give me an official Copy of thefc Paragraphs. 
Ordered accordingly. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor GencraWnd Council of Bengal, in their Public 
Department, 23d December 1779. 


To J. P. Auriol, Efquirc. 

Sir, 

I have received your Letter conveying to me the ExtraAs, relating to my Agency, from the Ge¬ 
neral Letter, dated 23d December 1778, and the Governor General and Council’s Commands to 
anfwer them. In obedience to which 1 requeft. Sir, that you will acquaint the Honourable Governar 
General and Council, that my Accounts, phich t hope to J!>e allowed tome /time to examine, my im- 
'mediate Attention to them for levers! Months paft having been preven'tixl by Sicknefs,' and my Ab« 
fence from Calcutta for the Benefit of a Change of Air, (hall be laid before them as foon as 
poffible. 

At the fitme Time 1 requeft you will, Sir, tnforn^ the Governor General and Council, that had 
1 imagined it polTible a Demand could have been made on me to refund any Part of my Profits, 
ori which I efteem the fame Thing, that the Governor General could have been fufajeim to a 

Sxii Com. Rep. IX', [hh] Penalty; 
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Penalty, which the IVrms of tnjr Agency do not really enable me to indemnify him from, I Woultl 
not have accepted of the CommiOion i which indeed was given to me without any Claufe^ to fuch 
•Etfed .illiulcd to in it. 

. As to undertaking the Remainder of the Duty for lefs than the Agreement to which I am bound, 
it is not in my Power to content to it. I have met with too many and feverc Misfortunes to enable 
me to undcnaUc the Ritks 1 run, for lefs than the Conditions on which 1 have ventured to hazard 
them. 

1 beg Leave to trouble you alfo. Sir, to acquaint the Honourable Board, that before I fend in my 
Accounts, I can allure them on my Honour, the Eftimate made by General Clavering is fo greatly 
exaggerated, that the whole Profits of my Agency, which I have held now near Three Years, with 
a CummiiTjon of 30 per Cent, has fallen Ihort of what the General aflerted they would have been at 
*o per Cent. onl>, by ncarlyiOnc Moiety. 

As the Honourable the Court of Diredors have afiented, with the General's Eftimate before 
them, that 1 Ihould retain the Commiffion at ao per Cent. *, which, adopting, as they do, the General's 
Reafons, they muft have imagined would be nearly double my adual Profits on the 30 per Cent, s 
furely they can have no Rcafon to require that the Profits I have received be refunded, or thofe 
which 1 am to receive ftiould be diminilhed, as all their Dcdiidions proceed on a fpeculative Efti* 
mate, which has turned out, in fad, to be erroneous. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) John Belli, 

aoth December 1779. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, 
in their Public Department, the 24th February 1780. 


Read the following Letter and Enclofure from Mr. Belli. 


To J. P. Auriol, Efquire,. 

Sir, 

Herewith 1 fend you my Account of the Agency, (hewing the Amount of the Payments made to 
me, both for the Stores delivered into Garnfon, and for CommiflTion on the Amount Purchafe 
thereof, for the Purpofeof changing the Stores and making up the Waftage, Driage, Leakage, &c. 
of them i exhibiting alfo the Amount of the adual Coft of the Stores, together with the Lodes and 
Expenccs incurred in the Execution of this Bufincfs to the prefent l ime, and the Balance or appa¬ 
rent Profit arifing therefrom. By this it will appear, that the Balance or Profit to the prefent Time 
amounts to Current Rupees 1,52,290. 8, 6. But from this Sum muft be deduded a Lofs (which I 
have not (truck off from the apparent Balance or Profit in the Account, as it can only be afeertained 
at prefent by Eftimate) of about 50,000 Rupees, for Lodfes, Charges of Merchandize, Cooley 
Hire, Sfc. which will be incurred by the Removal of fcveral of the Stores now in Garnfon, and 
re-placing new in their Room, which frelli Lodgments I am preparing to make, and (hall commence 
the Delivery of them the Inftant that the new Granaries are complcated } which when delivered, my 
adual Profits in the Courie of Three Years will amount to no more than Current Rupees 1,02,000. 
a Sum fo confiderably (bore of that which the Honourable the Court of Diredqrs imagined I 
Ihould make on a Commiftion of 20 per Cent, only, that it fcarcely deferves a Comment on my 
Ability to return any Part of the Profits I have received, or on the Poffibility of my undertaking 
the Management of this Bufincfs for lefs than the Conditions to which I am bound 1 yet, for the 
further Satisfadion of the Board, I beg Leave to trouble you with the following Keprefentations. 

You will obferve, Sir, that in the adual Coft of the Stores they were provided fomewhai at a 
cheaper Rate than the- Prices allowed me ly the Company; but it might have happened, that I 
Ihould have been under the Ncccffity of making thefe Furchafes at a Rate confiderably above the 
dated Prices to which I am confined to deliver at) and, as a Proof of the Fiuduation of the Mar- 
kets, Oil and Ghee arc now ^5 per Cent, dearer than the Prices allowed me for thofe Articles. 

I requeft alfo. Sir, that you will be pleafed to remark to the Honourable Board, that had there 
happened a Scarcity of Grain, I (hould have got little or nothing for my Labour i that many of the 
Advantages which I have hitherto met, arc ot a very precarious Nature; and that fome of the Ad¬ 
vantages have wholly ceafed 1 for Inftance, the Advantage gained on the original Purchafe of the 
•Stores lodged, is a Source of Profit which ccafcs with every particular Lodgement made » that tho^ 
•Advantages which 1 have hitherto met with in the Difpofal o( the Salt Provifions on Hand, which 
1 have annually, after changing thofe in Garrilbn, may not again happen, in which Cafe my LofiTes 
on them would be very heavy. 

-lam liable to.many .Ldfes, and my Rides are more than common ; for a Seafon of Plenty, when 
I muft' (ell, or of Scarcity, when I make my new Purchafes, may equally prove my Lofs, and if in 
•n exCMMiaary Degree, my Ruin. 


Under 
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Under thefe Confiderttiorw. it would have been Madnefs in me, had I rentured to have con- 
traded for the Execution of this Bufinefs, with the Knowledge I have of Jt, under the Rate at 
Which I hold my prelent Commiffion, as I could not have held an E:xijeftanon of being benefited by 
it in calc ot Accidents. And here. Sir, I beg Leave to recapitulate a Fafiagc in my former Letter 
on this Subjed, viz, ** I'hat as the Profits of my Agency, which I have now held near Three Years, 
*» with a CommiiTion of 30 per Cent, have fallen fo fliort of what the Honourable the Court of Di- 
« redors imagined they would have been at 20 per Cent, only, and have aflented to my retaining 
** my Commidlon at 20 per Cent, it could never be their Intention, under fuch Circumftances, that 
*» I fhould either refund the Profits 1 have received, or that thofc which i am to receive ftiould be 
** diminilhcd,*’ 

I have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient, 

humble Servant, 

(Sighed) John Belli. 


D'—The 



The Agent Viduallcr for the Garrifon of Fort William, in Account with the Honourable Company 
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Go^remor 


(Signed) Johnt Bdlk 
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Governor General, 

The Court of Direftors, adopting the Computation of the late Commander in Chief, have Rated 
the Coinmiffion on tire Agency as a clear and certain Profit of 30 per Cent, per Annum on the ori¬ 
ginal Amount, according to the Table of Ratci, added to a probable Gam of ao per Cent, on the 
Amount on the Firft Purchale ; and have made thefc the Grounds of their Order tor reducing the 
Commiflion from 30 to 20 per Cent. 

The EfFcft of this Order, applied to their profefled Intentions and Explanation of it, and to tlws 
aAuat State of Agency, will belt appear from the tollowing State of it. 


Agent for providing the Garrifon Viftnalling Stores, his Account of Profit, according to the Orders 
of the Court of Direftors. 


To Calh received from the Honourable 
Company for the firft Delivery 
of Stores — — — 3,00,000 

To the Rcdudlion of Comniifllon, 
ordered fiom 30 to 20 per 
Cent, that is to fay, of 10 per 
Cent, per Annum tor 3 Years go,ooo 


3,90,000 

Profit allowed to the Agent in 
the Coiiric of 3 Years — 2,40,000 


By Stores, Prime Coft — — 3,00,000 

* By Profit on the above, eftimated 
at 20 per Cent. — — 60,000 

By Comniifllon, 30 per Cent. — 90,000 

Firft Year’s Profit, as ftatetl by the Court of 
Direftors in the 114th P.iragraph of the 
Gencial Letter of the 2jti December 
1779 — — — — 1,50,000 

By Commiflion on the Two fuccceding Years 1,80,000 


6,30,000 


6,jo,ooo 


• There is a Perplexity ami Inaccuracy in this Mode of Computation, as it ftates a much greater 
Profit than 20 per Cent. To render it correft, the Prime Coft ought to be Rated at 2,50,000, and 
the Profit on this Sum, calculated at 20 per Cent. 50,000, making the Whole 3,00,000. But as the 
Court of Diieftors have followed the original Error, and formed their Conclufions upon it, it is 
clear that the Amount produced by this Computation was the Profit which they propoled to allow 
to the Agent after the Dedudtion ot 10 per Cent, from his Commiflion, and I have therefore re- 
tained it. 

From this Account it appears to have been the Intention of the Court of Direftors to allow the 
Agent a Profit of 2,40,000 Rupees to the prefent Timcj but hisadtual Profits, unaffeded by their 
late Order, aie no more than 1,02,290 Rupees, which is Jefs than their prefent Sum by R* 1,39,710; 
and if it be inlifted that the Letrcr of their Orders lliall be fulfilled, in Oppofition to the manifeft and 
declared Spirit of them, his Profits will be reduced to the Icanty Sum of 10,290 Rupees, or 3,400 R* 
a Year, for his Rifle on a Capital of 3,53,977, which is lefs than One per Cent. 

I therefore offer it as my Opinion, and move, That this Siibjed be again referred, with thefc 
Explanations, to the Honourable the Court of Direftors, with the Letter of the Agent recorded 
on this Day’s Proceedings, and that they be made a Number in the Packet. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

Agreed, That this Subjed be again referred to the Honourable the Court of Diredors •, and 
that the foregoing Letter and Account, with the Governor General’s Explanation thereof, be lent 
Numbers in the Packet by the Swallow, for their Information. 


EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal, dated 14th January 1780. 

Par. 65. Previous to the Receipt of your Commands of the 23d December 1778, wc h.id converted 
the Plan of Mr. Belli’s Agency, for keeping up a conftant Supply of Vidualling Stores in Fort 
William, for the Ufc of a Siege, into a Contrad, and entered into written Engagements with him to 
continue the fame for Five Years. Wc ncverthelcfs communicated to him your Orders for reftnd- 
ing the Comniiffion upon his Purchafes to 20 inftead of 30 per Cent, and for preparing Accounts of 
his adual Difburlements, to be laid before us. By his Anfwcr, he avers, that the full Advantages 
of his Office have fallen far fliort of the Computation made of what they would have amounted to, 
at the Allowance of only 20 per Cent. Yet, as he has promifed to deliver in his Accounts, which 
we exped will Ihorily come before us, wc forbear to make any Remarks upon his Cafe, or to take 
further Meafures with him for the prefcnt. 


Sel. Com. Rep. IX, 


[ii] EXTRACT 


i6ih Ai.gut. 

6 Sfptemljfr. 

j6lh Dcrcmbci, 
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EXTL'RACT of Gcner#l Uttor from Rfnga), dated 3d March 1780. 

Par. 28. In cpmj^liafice vith your Commands of the 23d December 1778, receding the Agency 
for keeping a Supply of Victualling Stores in Fort William, which were notified taMr. Belli} ho 
has laid before us a compleat AbftraCb Account of his Agency, from the Time of his Appointment 
to the 3id January 1780, fhewing, on one Side, the Amount of Piyipeots made tP him, both for 
the Pruvifion of Stores and for Commiflion, and on the other Side, the aftiial Cod of the Stores laid 
in, together with the Lodes really fuftained by the Agent in changing them, and the Expences in< 
curred in the Execution of his Burinefs, By the Account thus clearly ftated it appears. That the 
Whole of the Profits reaped by the Agent, during a Courfe of Three Years Service, amounts to 
Current Rupees 1,52,290. 8.6} but from this Sum muft be deduCted the Difference in Value of the 
preCent Stock from the Standard of fhe original Purchafe, and the Charges of exchanging all the 
Articles which are pcrifhable; as fiicli Change is about to lx effefled} and this the Agent computes 
at 50,000 Rupees, fo that a clear Profit is left to him of Current Rupees 1,02,290.8,6.--a Sum which 
appears much kTs than you weic giv^n to expeCh it would amount to at the Commiflion of only ao 
per Cent per Annum. 

29. We muft further remark, Th^t this Profit is partly compofed of a Saving on the original 
Purchafe, upon the Prices fixed by the Board, from the cafual Fluftuation of the Markets j a Circum* 
ftance which can never happen again, unlcfs the Quantity fhould be cncrcafed, and frefh Purchafes 
made in conf'equcnce at a favourable Rate; and partly, as the Agent afliires us, by the State of the 
Market, at which no Scarcity has prevailed of the moft eflential Articles fince his Appointment. 

30. The Agent concludes with declaring his Inability to perform his Contraft at a lower Rate than 
that which is allowed him ■, and with urging, that the Profits for Three Years, with a Commiftion of 
30 ppr Cent, have fallen fb far fhort of what you fuppofed they would amount to at 20 per Cent, 
which Commiflion you have affented to his retaining, that it could never be your Intention, under 
fiich Circumftances, that he fhould refund the Advanuges he has received, than which he is to 
receive fijould be dimioifhed. 

31. Here the Matter now reds *, and we beg Leave to refer it to your Juftlce for a final and im- 
iji D«e. 1^79. Dccifion j requeuing at the fame Time, that you will give Attention to the Letters of the 
ssFtb. 17S0. Agent, noted jn ^he Marp;in, ^nd to the Governor Geperjtrs Minute, which makey ft Nvmber in the 

Pafkct, a 
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PROCEEDINGS of the Goverrtbr General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, relative 
to the Contrafts for furnilhine Draft and Carriage Bullocks, and for vidlualling the Army; 
concluded iti 1779: Alfo, The COURT’S ORDERS of the nth df April 1781, on the 
Subjeft. 

EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Oovertldr General and Council, in their Military De¬ 
partment, dated 15th July 1779. 


Extraft of Sir Eyre Cdote'S Minute; 


T Underftand both thefe Contrafts arc in the fame Hands. On the firft I have a little to re- 

mark, but wifli that the Articles relating to Salt, Firewood, and Earthen Pots, were more ex¬ 
plicitly detailed, to prevent all Grounds of Difputc between the Contraftors and private Men; and 
therefore recommend, that 1 Seer of Firewood, 1 Chattack Salt, a Earthen Pans, when on March 
Earthen Pots, be fixed as the Quantity to be delivered with every Ration of Provifions to the 
private Men. I further perceive, that the Contrador has an Option of providing either Beef or 
Mutton: I underftand, frdm the Commanding Officer in the Garrilbnof Fort William, that Mut¬ 
ton is never ferved by the Contrador to the Garrifon at the Prefidcncy ; and he is of Opinion, 
that Beef is produftive of Diforders, when ufed during the Six hot Months of the Year. Admitting 
tlie Reprefentation to be well founded, I am of Opinion the Contraftor ffiould be dircded to pro¬ 
vide Mutton to the Troops ferving at the Prefidcncy, and fomething In Addition given to his 
Contrad. At the other Stations of the Army, I find Mutton is furnidied in preference to Beef by 
the Contrador. 

The Remarks offered to the Board by General Stibbert in his Letter, dated the 22d Aiigiift 
J778, on the prefent State of the Draft and Carriage Bullock Trains, require their immediate At¬ 
tention : As we are now in State of War, 1 deem it unneceOary to let forth the indifpenfable 
Ncceffity of having thefc Trains put in the beft Order poffiblc j as the Succefs of every Opera¬ 
tion in War depends fo imminently ot) the good or bad Condition of the Artillery Trains. As 
therefore Service rt«y be expeded, and jf the well-ordering of this Train can be only effeded on 
the encreafed Charges fpecifled in the arinexed Flan, it mult be paid. For the Draft «f thefc Re¬ 
gulations I am indebted to the Governor General, whofe Attention this Bufinefs had engaged be¬ 
fore my Arrival; and I further learn, that it carries with ii the joint Recommendation of the 
Commanding Officer of Artillery and General Stibbert. Some few Alterations I have alfo made, 
as came within the Sphere of my own Obfervation 5 ffiould the Board deem any further Alteration 
necelTary, 1 ffiall only recommend the final Adjuftmem being made as fpeedily as poffiblc. 


Proi'ificr, 
Drautht 1 
C’jrtliue 


EMENDATIONS of the BULLOCK CONTRACT. 

The Contrador ffiall engage, that within Six Months from the figning of tlic Contrad, he 
ffiall have in licadincfs 4,000 Draft and 2,700 Carriage Bullocks, at the diflereni Places where 
the Artillery Tiain Bullocks arc now ftationed, or fiich as ffiall be pointed out by the Comman¬ 
der in Chief. They Ihall, at the Expiration of that Period, be muftcred and examined whether 
fit for Service, and of Standard Size and Age, as ffiall hereafter be deferibed. Should he not 
have the Number above mentioned oeady within the ftipulated Time, he ffiall forfeit Sicca Ru¬ 
pees 10 per Head of every deficient Bullock. 

ad. No Cattle ffiall be received as fit for Service under la I Hands, or 50 Inches high, and 
under 4 Years Growth, or above 6 Years (growth; nor continued after 12 Years old: 

Each Carriage Bullock to bear 160 lb. Weight, exclufive of his Pad. 

And the folloVring Numbers to be allowed for the Draft of Ordnance, 


24 Pounders — 




24. 


18 — — 

— 

— 


18. 


I^ 

— 



12. 

This is calculated from the 

6 — — 

—• 

— 

— 

6 . 

Weight of the whole aftu- 

3 - — 


— 

— 

4 - 

ally taken at 8 Maunds 

8 Inch Howitzer 

— 

— 

— 

H- 

per Pair, and the leaff 

St - - ■ 

— 

— 

— 

10. 

Number, without Frac¬ 

4 t — — 

— 

— 

— 

6 . 

tions. 

Waggon — 


— 

— 

» 4 - 


Tumbrill 

. Rsp. IX. 




10. 

♦a* 

3. That 


Sit. Com. Rsp. IX. 
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3d. That the Commanding Officer of Artillery stnd the Commanding Officers of Tfains, under 
the Commanders of the Brigades* be made InfpeAors General of all the Bullocks received into 
the Service j that they may be placed under their Charge, and that they may be re^onfible that 
none but proper Cattle be received; and that they report from Time to Time to the Commander 
in Chief, whether they arc fit for Service; and if they are not, they ffiall be infpefled by Three Per- 
fons, One on Behalf of the Commaiulcr in Chief, One on Behalf of the Commanding Officer of 
the Train, and One on Behalf of the Contrador. If by thelfe Indpefbors they arc condemned, 
they ffiall be immediately thrown upon the Hands of the Contraflor, who ffiall be obliged to fur- 
niffi others in lieu of thofe, within Twenty Days after they have been rejefted, under the Penalty 
hereafter mentioned. ' (Vide Article 12.) 

4th. Each Bullock be allowed 3 Sceijs of Gram per Diem, and a proper Quantity of other dry 
Fodder; and 4 Seers of Graih per I^fay on marching Days; 3 ih^ halting Days ; and 5 Seers of 
Straw, or Grafs; and the Contraftor ffiall incur a Penalty of Three Times the aftual Bazar Price 
of every Seer of Gram fupplied deficient of the ftipulatcd Quantity. 

5th. That a difcrctionary Power be granted to all Officers upon Command, to give Orders for an 
Encreafe of Food per Head for fo many Days; which Order ffiall be given in Writing to the Con- 
traftor’s Agent, that it may be his Voucher for the extra Supply to be drawn for, agreeably to the 
Quantity which fuch Voucher ffiall fpecify, at the Rate hereafter mentioned. 

6th, That the Contraftor ffiall keep One Keeper or Driver to each Pair of Bullocks, whether 
Draft or Carriage, and for loading the Bullocks. 

7th. That the Drivers be muftered, and a Return made of them with the Bullocks, and a Sirdar 
to every Six Drivers, to keep them in Order and to their Duty. 

8th. That the Drivers have each a Pair of Shoes, a blue Turban and blue Commerband, and 
a Staff, with Six Cubits of Rope, to be found by the Contradtor; all agreeable to a Pattern to be 
approved of by the Commanding Officer of Artillery. 

9th. That the regular Pay of each Driver be Five Sicca Rupees per Month; and that each 
Driver be paid Four Sicca Rupees per Month upon the Field, in Prefence of the Perfon ap¬ 
pointed by the Commanding Officer of Artillery, or the Commanding Officers of Trains, by the 
Contradlor; and the remaining One Rupee to be with-held by the Contraflor to furnilh them, 
every Three Months, with One of each of the above Articles of Accoutrement. 

10th. That when the Cattle are muftered, the Draft ffiall be provided with Bridles and Picket 
Ropes, the Carriage Bullocks with Pads, Bridles, and Picket Ropes, agreeable to the MuAer 
to be approved of.% the Comnnanding Officer of Ardllery. 

iith. Nothing but Lofies from forced Marches, and overloading, ffiall be repaid to die Con¬ 
tractor : that is to fay, fveh Cattle as drop down and die on the Road dutffig the March. A 
forced March is underftood to be any Diftance exceeding Eight Cofs in Twenty-four Hours: and 
Overloading is underftood to be anv Weight above that ftipulatcd in Article 2d, viz. 160 lb. 

12th. That the Contraftor ffiall be obliged to replace every Bullock difeharged, dead, ftolen, 
killed, or taken by the Enemy, viz. 

Any Number not exceeding 12 In One Hour upon Service, and in Six Hours in fixed Stations, 
under a Penalty of Sicca Rupees — — — 1000 


D* 

_ 


— 24 in 

12 Hours 

— — _ D* 

D* 



— 40 in 

2 Days 

— — D* 

D« 

— 

— 

— to in 

4 Days 

— — — D* 

D" 



■oi 100 in 

6 Days 

— — — Ijir 

D« 

— 

— 

200 in 

a Days 

-r- — — D* 


13th. That the Catde,when found conformable (O'the ftipulated Age, Strength, and Size, and 
received as fit for Service, be marked in Prefence of an Officer of Artillery, whom the Com¬ 
manding Officer may appoint, with the Conrnanv’s Mark, and a Letter to denote the Year they 
are received into the Service, and a Figure their Age. 

14th. Bullocks loaded withOram for the fading of the Company's Bullocks,or Carriages loaded 
with it, ffiall be allowed to attend the Army, and M fu|nlffied, in Cafes of Danger, with an Efcort, 
of which the Commanding Officer is the Judge. 

1 eth. The Number of 4iMO Draft and 2700 Carriage Bullocks being thcEftabliffiimnt required, 
ffiall be kept in Pay during the Term of the Contraft; but ftould any Increafe'*bc required. 
Notice thereof ffiall be given to the Contraftor, and he ffiall be obliged to fupply the extra 
Bullocks in th« following Manner-: 

Any Number not exceeding 200 within 6 Weeks,. 

D* ^ 500 — 2 Months, 

D* — — 8oo> — 3 Months, 

D* — i,6oo — 4 Months, 

after the Notice ffiall have been delivered to him, under a Penalty of the Value of each Bullock, 
rated at 16 Rupees per Head; and for any exfra Number of Bullocks fupplied by the Contraftor, 
he ffiaU be allowed a Bounty of Sicca Rupees 10 per Head. ' 

2 


x6th. Th^ 
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i6th. TKc^Contraftor’s Bill lhall be figned by the Commanding Officer of Artillery, and couh- 
terfigned by the Commanding Officer of the Corps or Station to which they arc attached, if of 
fuperior Rdnk,:fand (hall be certified to be agreeable to Contra^, with Remarks and Exceptions 
(it any) within Four Days after the Mutter j whicTi Vouchers, after pafling through the Com- 
miflary General’s Office, where they fliall not lay above Eight Days, the Amount certified 
thereupon to be due by him, which ftiall be paid on Prefentaiion by the Military Pay-^ 
matter.- 

17th. To enable the Contradtor to comply with thefe Conditions, he ttiall be allowed as fol¬ 
lows; 

For every common Driver muttered, with the Drefs and Accoutrements as fliall S* R* 
hereafter be fpecified — to- — — 5 

And for each Sardar Drivei* —, i 


For Ropes and Pads of eaCh Bullock, Draft and Carriage taken together i 

For 3 Seer of Gram per Day, at M'* 2. 10. per Month for each Bullock, whether 

Draft or Carriage, 24 Seers calculated for each Rupee, is — — 3 12 

(When on marching Days the Cattle are allowed an extra (^^antity of Gram, 
the Contradtors to be paid for, at the Rate abovenfentioned) 

For all Lofles by the Enemy, Death, RejedHon, &c. — #-1.1 

Alt which makes together (exclufive of the Driver) for each Bullock ^>or 

Month — — — — 5 12 


Being for the Bullocks, Furniture, Food, and Infurance (exclufive of the Driver) to One 
Pair of Draft Bullocks and One Pair of Carriage Bullocks. 

z8th. The Contradt to be continued from the Five Years, from the 
At the Expiration of Four Years after figning the Cobtradl, fliould the Governor General and 
Council not give Notice of their Intentions of difeontinuing it, then it fliall remain on the fame 
Footing for One Yew longer; (that is to fay) for Six Years from the Date xjf the Contntdf; tir- 
fliould they think proper to continue it on a reduced Number, fuppofc Half, then Six Months 
previous Notice to be given. 

19th. That the Contradlor may be enabled to fupply himfclf with a proper State of Cattle, he 
ihaU have an Advance made to him from the pulflic Treafuries, when he may require it, equal 
to Three-fourths of the Value trf* his Stock, upon his giving good Security for the Amount 
advanced him. ^ 

20th. That a Spot of Ground be allotted to the Cdntradlor, within Fifteen Miles of the Pre- 
fidency, for the Purpofc of keeping fuch Stock of Cattle as may be ncccflTary for fupplying De¬ 
ficiencies which may happen. 

The Contradtor fliall not hire or employ ai^y Cattle the Property of Officers, Civil or Mili¬ 
tary, under a Penalty of 50 Sicca Rupees per Head for every one fo employed. 

That the Contradfor do provide and keep in Order Six breaking-in Carriages for each Bri¬ 
gade, for the Purpofe of training the Draft Bullocks, and for the due maintaining the 
Draft and Carriage Cattle in proper Order and Readinefs for Service; and that lie be allowed 
Sicca Rupees 300 per Annum for each brCakhig-iii Carriage. 

It is further ttipulaced, chat the Draft Bullocks for every Brigade (when not on Sci vice, 
ftanding Camps not excepted) (hall Twice In the Week perform a March of Six Cofs, with 
thefe Carriages loaded as on Service, attende 4 with the Drivers and Sirdars j that is to fay. Six 
Cofs within Eight Hours in the dry Weather, from December to the Firft of June ; and Ten 
in the Rains ; and under the Infpedtion of a (^mmiffioned Officer of Artillery : In like Manner 
fliall the Carriage Bullocks be hanielTed, and loaded with the ttipulated Burthen, and marched 
Twice in the Week: And report of their Performance made to the Commanding Officer; who (hall, 
in the Monthly Review Roll, infert or tack the Report, with fuch other Remarks as he fliall 
judge neceffary for the Information of the Conuttifikry General, for the etteftual controlling this 
Contraft. 

And it is further ttipulated, that every Draft and Carriage Bullock which fliall be found 
infufficient to perform this March as above fpecified, only Half Pay fliall be drawn for fuch Bul¬ 
lock for that Month by the Contraftor, although fuch Bullocks may be of the proper Standard 
and Age, and in good Order: Should any Dilpute ortle with refpedt to the Sufficiency or Infuffi- 
clcncy of the Bullocks, it fliall be fettled by Three Infpeftors, as ttipulated in Article 4th. And 
it is further ttipulated. That the Contraftor fliall be allowed Three Months to train and form 
his Cattle from the Beginning of his Contraft, before this Claufe fliall become in Foret. 

Copy of this Extraft to be lodged with the Commanding Officer of ArtiUtry, and cht Colonels 
commanding Brigades. 


EXTRACT 
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EXTRACT Of ihc Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Militarj^ 
Department, Jdly 1779. 

Extract of Sir Eyre Codte's, Minute. 

Elephant contract.—THc Remarks pointed out by General Sribbcrt, in his 
Letter, dated the 26th Auguft 1778, appear prdper, and may tie Adopted as Articles in all future 
Contrafts.—The following Regulations may be formed immediately j via.—“ When Ele- 
“ phants arc employed in carrying the Field Equipage Train, the Cdntraftor and his Agents 
“ lhali have the foie Direction in loading the Elephants and Bullocks, the Quarter Mafter and 
“ his People (hall only give every pofliWe Afllftancfi} the Contraftci* tb reWilate the Number of 
“ Tents to be carried by each Elephant, provided thp full Quantity, qf Camp Equipage is 
« tranfported by the Number of Elephants or Bullocks cotjtrafted for j any Deviation froth which, 
(hall be- duly reported by the Charter Midlers to their Commanding Officers, that due No- 
ticc may be tranfmitteil to the Commanding Officer of Artillery, and Commanding Officers of 
“ Brigade, to whom the InfpeSion of the Train is committed, for' the Information of the 
“ Board, the Commander in Chief,'and Commiflary General. 

" Any Quarter Mafter or Officer loading the Contraftor’s Elephants or Bullocks -with pri- 
“ vate Baggage or Eftefts, or ncglcfting to report all Infufficiencies in the Contiadhor’s Elc- 
phants or Cattle, oh Conviftioa thereof (ball be difmiffcd from his Office.” 


Bengal Military Confultations, 3d Auguft 1779. 

ABSTRACT of the Artillery, Draught and Carriage Train, for a Brigade In the 
Field. 



EXTRACT of the Proceedkigi of the Governor General and Council, in their 
.. Military'Department,, Auguft 1779. 

On the Commander in Chiefs Minute, under the Head of « Provifions, Draft and Train 
“ Contraft” (Sec PcoGcedirigs 15th July^-Page 47.) 

Ordered, That the Contr^or for viftuialiiag the Troops be required to furnifh 
4 Seer of Firewood, * 

2 Earthen Pots, 

1 Chattack of Salt, 

to every Ration of Provifions; which is to be underftood as the Proportion intended by the in¬ 
definite Term in the Contraft, « as ufual.” 

Agreed, 
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Agreed, That the Aiteratidn recommended by the fcdmniahticr in Chief; to wit, Thir 
** Mutton be fubftituted inftead of Beef, for the Prdvifiort of the Troops ferving at the Prefidency 
** during the Months of April, May, June, July, Auguft, and September,” be made in the next 
Conti‘a£t j and that it be propofed to the prefent Coiitraflor, With an Offer of fuch an Advance on 
his Cbntraft Rates as may iiid-*mhify him for any Lofs which he may fuftain by the Difference of 
Price during the Continuance df his prfefent Contradl, * 

On the Commander in Clilcf’s MinutCi Under the Head of “ Draft and Carriage Gontraft,” 
(Stt Proceedings i^th July, Page 56;) 

The Governor General propofes, That the Plan recommended by the Comniandcr in Chief, for 
i hew Contraft for the Draft and Carriage Cattle, be approved} and that an Offer be made to 
the prefent ContraiSlor, to contrad: with him on the Terms preferibed therein, inftead of the Gon- 
traft now in Forces 

Mr, Francis — I am of Opinion, that the Service to be performed foould be advertifed in the 
Terms of the Minute, and PropofaJs received for executing the fame j the Preference to be given 
to the lowcft Bidder, for One Year only. Government fliould referve to themfclves the Power 
of renewing thofc Contracts, and obtaining better Terms for the Company at ftiort Periodsi fuch as 
One Year: If in tlut Period the Sc vice be well executed, the Contraft may be continued to the 
fame Perfon ; and this will be an Incitement to him to do his Duty. As to giving fuch a Con- 
tra£t for Five Years, I never will confent to it, nor will I fign it. At this Rate, the Hands of the 
fucceeding Government will be tied up from retrenching any public Expcnce, or making any one 
Alteration, however neceffary for the Service, or beneficial to Government.- 

Mr. Whcler—I agree with Mr. Francis in every Particular; and am convinced, from my own 
Experience, that it can neither be fafe for the Contraftor or prudent for Government to enter into 
Engigements for viftualling the Army, or fupply Stores to a Garrifon, for a Period exceeding the 
Time mentioned irt Mr. Francis’s Minute. I beg Leave to be underftood by this, I do not mean 
that the ContraAor Ihould of Neceffity be changed Annually, but that their Engagement with 
Government Ihould be renewed Annually j by which the Contraftor, on the oile Hand, may be 
relieved from a Bargain, and the Company, on the other, from an extravagant one; 

The Contractor has at all Times, from being converfant in his Bufinefs—from his Stock in 
Hand>—from a Knowledge of his own Profit and Lofs, and from the Command which, by a con- 
ftant Confumption of the Articles of his Contraft, he requires of the Markets, the Power of ferv¬ 
ing Government upon much better Terms than any Competitor 5 while the Company, by encou¬ 
raging Competitors, lower the Demands of the Contraftor within fuch Limits as are advan¬ 
tageous to the former, while they afford fufficient Encouragement to the latter. 

Mr. Barwell—I agree to the Propofition. 1 don’t think it neceffary to enter into a Difcuffion 
at this prefent Time, convinced as I am that it would anfwer no other Purpofe than to prolong 
the Debate, and that every Perfon who is at the Trouble of confidering the Subjeft and reafoning 
upon it, will be fatisfied that the Service propofed cannot poffibly be executed on a Contraft of 
One Year or Two. 

Governor Generals—I agree to the Motion. 

Rcfolvcd, That th\c Plan recommended by the Commander in Chief, for a new Contraft for 
the Draft and Carriage Cattle, be approved, and that an Offer be nude to the prefent 
Contraftor to contraft with him on the Terms preferibed therein, inftead of the Contraft now in 
Force. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Infpeftion at Fort William in Bengal, the 
, 19th Auguft 1779. 

EXTR ACT, Proceedings of the Governor General and Council in their 
Military Department, dated 9th Auguft 1779. 

Refolved, That the Plan recommended by the Commander in Chief, for a rieW Contraft for 
the Draft and Carriage Cattle, be approved, and that an Offer be made to the prefent Con¬ 
traftor to contradl with him on the Terms preferibed therein, inftead of the Contraft now in 
Force. 

(A true Extraft.) 

Signed, Rob‘ Kyd, Secretary. 
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EMENDATIONS for the fiULtOCK CONXRAtT. 

tft. The ContfaAor foall engage^ that withift Si» Months froifi thr iigning of the Contract ht 
Ihall have in Readiiiefs 4,000 Draft And 2,700 Carrh^ge Bullocks, at the different Places where; 
the Artillery Train Bullocks are nowftationed, or fuCh as (ball be pointed out by the Commandet 
in Chief: They lhall, at the Expiration of that Period, be muftered, and examined whether fit for 
Service^ and of tliC Standard Stze and Age ai fhall hereafter be defcfibed. Should hO not have 
the Number abovementioned ready within the ftipulaced Titf>e, he (hall forfeit S* R* 10 per Head 
for every deficient Bullock. 

ftd. No Cattle (hall be received at fit for Service under 121 Hands or 50 Inches high} and 
under 4 Yeats Growth, or aboVe Six Years Growth, nor continued after la Years old. 

Each Carriage Bullock to bear idolbs. Weight, exclufive of his Pad.—And the following 
Numbers to be allowed for the Drift of Ordnance: 


I4 Pounders 4a. 



u 

18 .4- ^ 

.-M. 


18 

IX — ii... ^ 



11 

6 —— 



6 

3 . ‘‘—*'** 



4 

S inch Howitzer^ 

« 4 . 

M 

»4 

Si “““■ ““ 



10 

44 - 

Ml 

M 

6 

Waggon — 

Tumbril — 



»4 

10 


This is calculated from the 
Weights of the Whole, 
a^udly taken at S Maunds 
per Pair, and the leaff' 
Number without Fraction. 


3d. That the Commanding Ofiicer of Artillery, and the Commanding Officers of Trains un¬ 
der the Commanders Of Brigades, be made Ihfpe&ors General of all the Bullocks received into 
the Service, that they may be pladed under their Charge, and that they be refponnble that none 
but Cattle be received i and that they report from Time to Time to the Commander 

in Chte^ whether they are fit for Service $ and if they are not> they (hall be infpe^bed by Three 
Ferfons, One on Beh^f of the Ownmander in Chief, One On Beli'aff of the Commanding Officer 
of the Train, and One on Behalf of the Contrader: If by thefe Infpe&ors they are con¬ 
demned, they (hall be imhnediately thrown upon 'the Hands of the Cowtraflor, who (hall be 
obliged to furnilh oth^s in Keu of thofc wimm Twenty Days aftea: they have been rejeftedi 
under the Penalty hereafter mentioned (vide Article xa.) 

4th. Each Bullock be allowed 3 Sders of Gram per Diem, and a .proper Quantity of other dry 
Fodder; and 4 Seers of Gram per Day On MarOhing Days, 3 in Halting Days, and 5 Seers 
of Straw or Grafs; and the Contractor (hall incur a Penalty of Three Times the aftual Bazar 
Price of every Seer of Gram deficient of the ftipulated Quantity. 

5th. That a diferetionary Power be granted to all Officers O^n Commlmd, to give Orders for 
an Encreafc of Food per Head for fo many Days; Wluch Order fhnll be given in Writing 10 the 
Contraftor’s Agehc, that it may be his Voucher for the extra Supply Do be drawn for^, agreeably 
to the Quantity which foch Voucher (hall (pecify, at the Rale hepeaftcr mentioned. 

6th. That the Contractor (hall keep One Keeper or Driver to each Pair of Bullocks, whether 
Draft or Carriage, and for loading the Bullocks. 

7th. That the Drivers be muftered, and a Return made of them with the Bullocks, and a 
Sirdar to every Six Drivers, to keep them in Order end to their Duty. 

8th. That the Drivers have each a Fair of Shoes, a blue Turban and blue Commarband, and 
a Staff with Six Cubits of Rope, to be found by the Corilraftor, all agreeable to a Pattern to be 
approved of by the Commanding Officer of Artillery. 

9th. That the regular Pay, of each Driver lx Five Sicca Rupees per Month; and that each 
Driver be paid Four Sicca Rupees per Month upon the Field, in Prefence of the Perfons 
appointed by the Comniaindiii^ OlBoer of Artillery, ^ the Commanding Officers of Trains, 
by the Contractor; and the retn4ining.Qne Rupee tp be withheld by the Contractor, to furnijb 
them every Three Months with One of each of the above Ariicles-of Accoutrement. 

10th. That when the Cattle jare muftered, the Draft (hall be provided with Bridles and Piokec 
Ropes—the Carriage Cattle with Pads, Bridles, and Picket Ropes, agreeable to Mufter, to be ap¬ 
proved of by the Commanding Officer of Artillery. 

I’lth. Nothing but LolTes from forced Marches and Overloading (hall be repaid to the 
Contractor; that is to fay, fuch Cattle as drop down and die on the Road during the March. 
A forced March is underftood to be any Diftance exceeding Eight Cofs in Twenty-four Hours; 
and Overloading is underftood to be any Weight above that ftipulated in Article 2d i 
viz. 160 lbs. 

12th. That the Contractor (hall be obliged to replace every Bullock difeharged, dead, (tolcn, 
killtdi or taken by the Enemy; via. 


^^ny 
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Af^Numberi ii«t iSi io Ont Hour bpon Servico, anti 

Stasiona* undvr «• PieiHliy of »* 


Dr 

«p« 

, 

24 in f2 Houn — 


D* 

... 


40 in 2 Daye 

.... 

D* 



60 in 4 Days -w 

.... 

D* 



too in 6 Days 1- 


D* 



200 in 8 Daya 



in Six Hours in fixed 
S* R* 1,000 
— 1,000 


i i? 


D^ 

D». 


1 jtb. TIuiC tKd CattUS) vrhen found coaformabls to the ftipulated Age, Strength, and Size, and 
NcelYed fit fi>r Service, be marked, in Prefence of an Officer of Artillery, whom the Com- 
numdiag'Officer may appoint, with the Gotppany’s Ma^-k, and with a Letter to denote the Year 
they are received into me Service, and a Figure for their Age. 

14th. Bullocks loaded with Gram for the feeding of the Company’s Bullocks, or Carriages 
loaded with it, fhall be allowed to attend the Army, and be furnifhed, in Cdea of Danger, with 
an Efcort, of which the Commanding Officer is to be the Judge. 

lyth, lite Number of 4,000 Draft and 2,700 Carriage Bullocks, being the EBablifhment re> 
qulred, fluiU be kept in Pay during the Teim of the Contract but ihould any Increafe bp 
required, Notice thereof fhall be given to the Contractor, and be fhall be obliged to fuppjy the 
extra Bullocks In the following Manner: 


Any Number not exceeding 200 


D- 

_ 

_ 

500 

D* 



800 

Dr 


— 

1,600 


within 6 Weeke^ 

— 2 Months,' 

— 3 Months, 

— 4 Months, 


after the Notice fhall have been delivered to Mnn, under the Penalty of the Value of each defi¬ 
cient Bullock, rated at 16 Si?c 4 Rupees per Hpjd; And for every cwra Number of Bullocks 
fupplied by the Contraflor, he ffiaH be allowed f Bounty 0/ Siceji Mpepc 19 per Head. 

16th. The Contraftor’s Bills fhall be Ogned ^ t;he Cemmah<Bpg Officer of Artillery, and 
counterftgned by the Commanding Officer ^ the Corps or Stafioo tp which they are attached, if 
of fujperior Itaid^ and fhall be certified to be agreeable to Contra^, with Remwkr and Exceptions 
(if any) within Four l?aya after the Mufter 1 whjph Voucher, sRer paffing through the Com- 
mifTary General’s Office, where they fhall not lie above Eight Day?, the AfPOpnt certified there¬ 
upon to be due by him, whieh fhall be paid on Prefentation by the Military Paymaftcr. 

lyth. To enabfo the Contraiftor P wply wish iKefp Conditiftps, h« foaU be allowed as 
follows; 


por every common Priver nwftcrcd, with foe Drtfs and Accoutrements, as Aalf 
hereafter be deferibed — — — — S* R* 5 — 

And 6 Sicca llupees for each Sirdar Driver. —■■■■■■■— 

For Ropes and Pads of each Bullock, Draft and Carriage taken together — i — 
For 3 Seers of Gram per Day, or 2 Mds. 10 Seers per Month, for each Bullock, 

whether Draft or Carriage, 24 Seers calculated for each Rupee, is — 3 12 

(When, on Marching D^s, the Cattle are allowed an extra C^antity of Gram, the 
Contraflor is to be paid for it after the Rate .above-mentioned.) 

For all LolTes by fop Enemy, Death, ReJe6bioo, Ac. — — — 1 — 


ah which makes together (exclwlive of the Driver) for each B.vUock per 
Month — — — — — S»R* 5 12 


Being for the Bullock, Furniture, Food, and Infurance, exclufive of the Driver, to One Pair of 
Draft Bullocks, and One Pair of Carriage Bullocks. 

18th. The Contrafl: to be continued .Five Yqars from the 
At the Expiration of Four Tears after %mng foe Contraft, Ihould the Governor General and 
Coundf not give .Notice of foeif Intentions of'difcootinuine it, alien it Aall remain on the fame 
Footine for One Year longer than the Qohtraft ‘Term s. that is to fay, for S.ix Y cars from tbe Date 
of fhe Contrafti or foovda they foiuk proper to cootinue it 00 a reduced Number, fuppofed One 
Half, then ^x Months previous Nptice to be given. 

Mth. That the CoatraAor tnay be enabled to-fopply hinufclf with,a pro])cr Stock of Cattle, he 
Ibalrhavean Adv^nqe made.to him (tom the ptfolipTrcafwies, when he may require it, equal to 
'Tlu-ec Fourths of foe Vdluc of the Stofo, t^poff his giving gpod Security for foe Amount 
advanced him. 

20th. That a Spot of Ground be allotted to the Contraftor, within Fifteen Mites of the Prefi- 
dency, for foe Purpofe pf keeping fujeh a Stock of Cattle ns inay he negeflary for fupplying De- 
Jcicncica which tnaV hqgpep. 

The Contraftor mall not hire or employ any-Canlp the'Property of Officen, Civil or Military, 
under a Penalty ofTi% 5 ic« Rupees pUrHc^dfor every onji lb employed. 

a- •’ • . r, . . 
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That the Cohtra£tor do provide and keep in Ordev-Sk Sreaking-in Carriagra for each Brigade^ 
for the Purpofe of training the Draft Bullocks^ and for the due miunttining the Draft and Car¬ 
riage Cattle in proper Order and Readinefs for Servicci an 4 that he be flowed Sicca Rupees 
300 per Annum for each Breaking-in Carriage. . > > , 

It IS further ftipulatedi that the Draft Bullocks of. evcif Brij^e (when not oh Service, Stand¬ 
ing Camps not excepted) fliall. Twice in* the Week, perform a March of Six Cofs*with thefe Car¬ 
riages loaded as in Service, attended with the Drivers and Sirdars; that is to fay; Six Cofs within 
Eight Hours in the dry Weather from December to xft June, and Ten in the Rains i and under 
the Infpefkion of a CommilTioned Officer of Artillery. In like Manner (hall the Carriase Bullocks 
be harnefled and loaded with the ftipulated Burthen, and marched Twice in the Week} and Re¬ 
port of their Performance made to the Commanding Officer, who ihall in tlie Monthly Review 
Roll infert or tack this Report, with fuch other Remarks as he fhall judge neceflary for the In¬ 
formation of the Commiffaryi General,'for the eficAual controlling this Contra^. 

And it is further ftipulated, That ev^ry Draft andCarriage Bullock which ffiall be found infufficient 
to perform this March as above fpecided, only Half-pay Ihall be drawn for each Bullock for that 
Month by the Contradfcor, although fuch Bullocks may be of the proper Standard and Age, and in 
good Order. Should any Difpute arife with refj^ft to the Sufficiency or Infufficiency of the Bul*> 
locks, it ffiall be fettled by Three Infpeftors, as ftipulatcd in Article the 4th. And it is further 
(lipulated, That the Contractor ffiall be allowed Three Months to train and form his Cattle, from 
the Beginning of the Contract, before this Claufc ffiall become in Force. Copy of this Contraft 
to be lodged with the Commanding Officer of Artillery, and the Colonels commanding 
Brigades. 

Fort William, 9th Auguft 1779. 

EXTRACT Proceedings of the Oovernor General and Council. 

Read Minute by the Commander in Chief, under the Head of •» Proviflon Contract.” 

• Ordered, That the Contractor for victualling the Troops, be required to furniffi 

Two Earthen Pots every Morning upon Match to a Mefs of Five Men, and One 
Arrack Pot to a Company: But none in Qtiarters, except Once to Recruits 
upon landing. 

Agreed, That the Alteration recommended by the Commander in Chief {to wit, That Mutton 
be fubftituted inftead of Beef i” for the Provifion of the Troop* ferving St the Prefidency during the 
Months of April, May, June, July, Auguft, and September, be made in the next ContraCl} and 
that it be propofed to the prefent Contractor, with an Offer of fuch.an Advance in his Contract 
Rates, as may indemnify him for any Lofs which he may fuftain by the Difference of Price dur¬ 
ing the Continuance of hi* prefent Contract. 

(Signed) Rob* Kyd, 

Secretary. 


♦ Minute by the Commander in Chief, on the Provifion, Draft, and Carriage Cattle Trains 
Contracts. 

I underftand both thefe Articles are in the fame Hands. On the Firft I have a little to remark, 
but wiffi that the Articles relating to Salt, Firewood, and Earthen Pots, were more explicitly de¬ 
tailed, to prevent all Grounds of Difputcs between the Contractors and private Men j and there¬ 
fore recommended that 

Seer of Firewood, 

Salt, 

Pans, 

Earthen Pots, be fixed. 

Earthen Pots be fixed, as th# Quantity to be delivered with every Ration of Prpvifion to the pri¬ 
vate Men. I further perceive that the Contraftor has an Option of providing either Beef or Mut¬ 
ton. I underftand, from Jtli 4 Commanding Officer in the Garrifon of Eort William, that Mut¬ 
ton is never ferved by the CdntraCkbr to the Garrifon at the Prefidency, and he is of Opinion that 
Beef is productive of Diforders when ufed during; the Six hot Months of the Year. Admitting the 
Reprefentation to be well founded^ I am of Opinion the Contractor Ihould be directed to pro¬ 
vide Mutton to the Tropp.*: fbrving at the Prefidency, and fomethin^ in Addition given to his 
Contraft. At the other Statibns of the Army I find Mutton is furniffied in preference to Reef 
by the Contractor. ' ^ 

The Secretary acquaints the Board, that he has ifTued the Orders to the Military Paymafter 
G^ncra^, Chief Engineer, and Executor of the late Army Contractor, which are directed in tHe 
Proceedings above recorded, of the 5th and 9th Inftant. 

ftead the following Letter from the Executor of the late Army Contractor; ■ ' ' 

To 
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1*0 the Honourable the Governor General, &c. Members of the Board of Infpcdlion. 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

I have been honoured, through your Secretary, with your ProflVr of certain Alterations in the 
Army Bullock Contradj I voluntarily accept of them. And having, with a View to the Liqui¬ 
dation of my Brother’s Ellate, transferred its Concern in this, as well as tl\e Viftualling Contraft, 
to Mr. Charles Croftes, who was before a Partner in (hem, I humbly requell the new Contradls 
may both be made out in his Name; and fuithcr hojie, that .as thefe Two Contradls have always 
been kept in the fame Hands, that they will now be both granted for the fame Term. 

I have the Honour to be, with Refped, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Fort William, Your moll obedient and humble Servant, 

the i6th Auguft 1779* (Signed) Richard Johnfon, 

Ex' to the late Army Contraclor. 

Agreed, That the new Contradls for fupplying the Draft and Carri.tge Cattle, and vi6tualling 
the Troops of this Eftabliflament, be drawn in the Name of Mr. Charles Croftes ■, and that the 
latter Contrail be extended for the fame Term as before. 

Mr. Francis —1 objedt to it, and proteft againll it. 

Mr. Wheler—I have already given my Opinion againll the Renewal of citlu rof thefe Contradls 
for a Term exceeding One Year, and fliall not lign them ; nevcrthcltfs, fo far as relates to the 
inferring of one Name inllead of the oilier, 1 acquiefee, believing the Party to have had a Share 
in the former Contradl. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the following Letter from the Executor of tlie late Army 
Contradlor. 

To Ifaac Baugli, Efquire^ Scci-ctary to the llonrvnrnhle Board of Infpcdtion. 

Sir, 

1 have received your Letter of tliis Date, and accept the Terms if contains-. 

The Contradl allows 10 S' Rupees full Batta, and 5 Rupees for half Batta, for Beef per Month, 
or 5 D® 4 P* each Man per Day full Batta, and a D® 8 P* each Man per Day | Batta. For the 
Period that Mutton is required, I agree to deliver it for 7 A* 6 P* each Man per Day full Batta, 
and 3 A' 9 P* each Man per D.iy 1 Batta. 

I am. Sir, 

Fort William, Your moll obedient and humble Servant, 

the 18th Auguft 1779, (Signed) R. johnfon, 

E,x' late Contradlor. 

The Board agree to allow the Difference required for fupplying Mutton inllerid of Beef, to 
the Troops ftationed at the Prefidency, from April to September inclufive,dining the Remainder 
of the pi-efent Contradl, but in the new Contradl they will only allow the Dill'crence efOne 
Anna One I'ie for full Bafta, and proportionally for Half Batt.i, as by the Cuffom of the Service, 
though not fpecified in the picfent Contradl, Beef and Mutton ought to be dillnbuted to tlie 
Soldier's in equal (^lantities. 

■ Mr. Francis—I cannot agree in this Refolution, bec.aufe I am no Judge of the Prices of Pro- 
vifions, or whether the 'Perms propofed are reafonable or not. 'Phe only Way to al'certain the 
cheapcll Terms on which Government c.in be ferved, is by adverrifing publicly for Pro- 
pofals. 

Mr. Whelcr—I can form no Jurlgmcnt of the Pi-opriety of the prefent Requcll, for want of 
the proper Calculations, which fliould accompany a Propofal of this Sort from the Contraftor, 
and thofe from the regular Department of Government nccclTary to coiuracl with them. I beg 
to be favoured with the Amount that One Anna One Pie per Man per D.iy, intended to be given 
in the new Contraft, amounts to by the Year. I likcwifc wilb to have it afeertained at the fame 
Time, what Proportion Mutton, for the Six Months mentioned in the Contraftor’s Letter, bears 
to Beef in the Six following Months; and whether the Qirantity of e.icli is to be delivered out 
equally, that is, whether during the Six Months that Mutton is delivered, the CJarrifon is to 
receive the fame Number of Pounds Weight in Mutton, as in Beef the Six following 
Months. 

Governor General—I have no Objeclion to the latter Part of the Queftion rcm.iining foi Con- 
fideration i but for the fliort Remainder of the prefent Contraft, I propofe, that the Uill'eience 
which the Contraftor requires, be allowed. 

Agreed, That the Difference required by the Contraftor, for fup|dying Mutton inllead of 
Beef to the Troops at the Prefidenev, from April to September indulive, be allowed for the 
Remainder of the prefent Contraft ; but that the Allowance to be made on tliis Account in the 
new Contraft, do remain for Confidcration. 


Set,. Com. Rei’. IX. 


! •: X T R A C T 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Infpcdlion at Fort William in Bengal, the 
2d September 1779. 

following Report from the Secretaiy, with the propofed Articles of Agreement between 
and Carnage the Company and Mr. Croftes, for providing and feeding Draft and Carriage Bullocks, and 

UN."'"'*’ Camels for the Service of the Army, and a Minute from the Governor General on the Subjeft,i 

were fent in Circulation on the 31ft ultimo. 


26th Auguft 1779. 

The Secretary lays before the Board the Articles of Agreement which have been prepared by 
the Company’s Attorney, between the Company and Mr. Charles Croftes, for providing and 
feeding Draft and Carriage Cattle for the Service of the Army. The Inftruftions of the Board 
being only to make Emendations to a former Contraft, lield by the late Mr. Erncft Alexander 
Johnfon, fuch Parts of that Contraft as were not afFedled or taken away by them, have been con¬ 
tinued in the prefent one to Mr. Croftes. The following Covenants arc therefore inferred on 
the Part of the Contraftorj viz. 

To find and fupply fo many Camels as the Anny may require; a$„alfo to feed, and provide 
with proper Attendants, all Camels in the Service of the Army, which are the Property of the 
Company. 

To keep proper Agents or Deputies with the different Brigades or Detachments of the Army, 
to perform the Exigence of the Contrail. 

The following Covenants are continued on the Part of the Company ; 

■ To difeharge the Contradlor’s Bills cither at the Prefidency or at the relpedlivc Stations where 
they may become due, at the Option of thf r’nntrafl-nr • To f^urnifli the Contradlor with fufficient 
Efcorts, for conveying his Bullocks and Camels to and from the Army. 

The following Claufe in the i8tb Article of the Emendations, has been omitted in the 
Contrail; 

« Or Ihotild they (the Governor General and Council) think proper to continue it on a re- 
“ duced Number, fuppofe One Half, then Six Months previous Notice to be given.” 

The Company’s Attorney has informed the Secretary, that as no Proportion for the reduced 
Eftablilhment is afeertained by the Inftrudlions, it is impotTible to frame a Covenant extending 
the prefent Articles on indefinite Terms: It has not therefore been noticed in the Contrail. That 
the Company however have the full EfFcil intended by this Claufe, of binding the Contractor to 
hold Jiis Contrail after the Five Years, on any reduced Scale they may think eligible, by giving 
him the Notice preferibed by the Deed, that die Contrail lhall not extend beyond the Five Tears ; 
in which Cafe, finding that it will have a certain Period at the Expiration of that Term, he will 
willingly engage for the other, or Sixth Year, on fuch Conditions as the Company pleafe. 

A fmall Variation has been made from the 3d Article of the Emendations, which Ilipulates, 
That “ in cafe the Peribns who arc appointed Inlpeilors of the Bullocks provided by the Con- 
“ trailer, lhall report any of them unfit to be received into the Service, they fiiall be examined 
" by Three Perfons j One on Behalf of the Commander in Chief, One on Behalf of tlic Com- 
« manding Officer of the Train, and One on Behalf of the Contrailor; by whom if they are 
“ condemned, they lhall be returned upon the Contrailor’s Hands.”—Had the Deed been drawn 
conformable to thefc Inftruilions, no fuch Rejeilion could have been made, unlcfs all the Infpcc- 
tors concurred in their Judgment of the Unfitnefs of the Bullocks j and as One of thefc Perfons, 
being appointed by the Contrailor, would naturally incline llrongly to his Intercft, it may be 
reafonably expeiled, that in moll Cafes no fuch Rejeilion would be affented to by him. That 
tlic Intention of this Claufe might not therefore be rendered nugatory, it is declared by the Con¬ 
trail, that the Opinion of a Majority of the Infpeilors lhall, rn cafe of Difference, be lufficient to 
warrant the Rejeilion. 

Mr. Croftes has offered Mr. Richard Johnfon and Mr. John Petrie as his Securities for the 
Performance of his Engager ifnts, for tlic Acceptance of the Board. 

* (Signed) J. Baugh, 

Secretary. 

Jill Auguft 1779. 

The Governor General having carefully perufed the Emendations for the Bullock Contrail, 
propofes the following Alterations: 

Inllcad of the lath Article, he propofes. That the Contrailor Hull be obliged to replace every 
Bullock difeharged, dead, ftolen, killed, or taken by the Enemy j viz. 


Any 
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Number not exceeding 12, in 6 Hours' 

1 

D* 

— — 24, in 12 Hours! 

'Under a Penalty ol 

D* 

— *- 40, in 2 Days ( 

^ 16 Sicca Rupees for 

D* 

— — 60, in 4 Days f 

each deficient Bul- 

D" 

— 100, in 6 Days ' 

i lock. 

D« 

— — 200, in 8 Days - 

} 


This is intended to proportion the Penalty more accurately to the Deficiency. 

After Article i8, to be added the following Claiifc: 

And it ftiall be lawful for the Governor General and Council, at any Period after the Expira¬ 
tion of i8 Months from the Date of the Contraftj to reduce any Part of the above Eftablilhment> 
giving previous Notice of Six Months to the Contractor i at the Expiration of which Time the 
Redudion fliall take place; And to indemnify the Contraftor for the Lois which he lhall fullain 
by the luperfluous Stock which will lie on his Hands, and by the Deprivation of fuch Part of 
his Contradt, he lhall be allowed, for each reduced Bullock, at the Rate of 13 Sicca Rupees per 
Annum for the remaining Term of his Contradt. For Example: If, at the Expiration of One 
Year and a Half from the Date of his Contradt, he lhall have Orders to reduce the Eftablilhment to 
5,700 Bullocks, he Hull be allowed, at the fctpiration of Two Years from the Date of his Con- 
tradt, for the reduced Number, bein^ 1000, an Indemnity of 39,000 Sicca Rupees. 

This Claufe is propofed as a Provifion for any Redudtion ot the Eftablilhment which may be 
thought necellary during any intermediate Term of the Contradt, no fuch Provifion being made 
in the Emendations. 

The Rate propofed for the Indemnity is founded on the following Computation: 


The Capital Stock of the Contractor is ftated to be R*2,50,000} which, divided by 6,700, 
the Number of Bullocks on the adtual Eftablilhment, is about R*37. 4 A* for each Bullock; 
on which is propofed to be allowed, if difeharged at tbi* Fxpiration of Four Years from the 
Date of the Contradt, One Half of the Prime Coft, being _ R> S 

Indemnity allowed for the fuperflous Stock on Hand, and the Deprivation ot the Profit 
for One Year, 25 per Cent, on the alTumed Capital for One Year, 25 per Cent, on 
the aftumed Capital of 37. 4. — — —. — 9 S 

Total Indemnity for One Year «— 17 8 


By the fame Computationi the Indemnity for 2 Years will be — — 27 — 

3 Years — — 36 8 

4 Years — — 46 — 


By the propofed Indemnity, the Contradlor will receive for each BulIock> for the fame rc« 
fpedtive Periods, as follows; 

For One remaining Year — — “ *3 

For Two remaining Years — — — 26 

For Three remaining Years —‘39 

For Four remaining Years — — — 53 

And this Mode being the Icaft intricate, is therefore preferred. 


The Governor General propofes, that the Securities offered by Mr. Croftes be accepted, and 
that the grofs Penalty of the Contradl be fixed at 4 Lacks of Sicca Rupees. 

(Signed) 

W. Haftlngs. 


The foregoing Papers were returned by Mr. Francis without any Opinion, tlut Gentlemart 
being too much indifpofed to read them. 

Mr. Wheler made the following Remark t 
See the ift of September. 

Mr. Barwell now delivers his Opinion as follows i 

to tJtc Governor General’s Propofitions. ^ , , • 

Refolvcd accordingly, That the Alterations propofed by the Governor General, be made m 
the Contradl for fupplying the Army with Bullocks; that MelTrs. Johnfon and Petrie be ac¬ 
cepted as Mr. Croftes’s Securities} and that the grofs Penalty of the Contradl be fixed at Four 
Lacks of Sicca Rupees. 


The following Minute from Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, having been received by the Secre¬ 
tary on the Evening of the 31ft ultimo, was circulated the next Day, and is now read, with 
the Papers accompanying it, 


31ft 


9 
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31ft Auguft 

Minute from Mr. Francis and Mr, Wilder. 

Wc have great Reafon to complain of the uncommon Hurry and Precipitation with i^hich 
the propol’ed Conti aft for fuppjying the Army with Draft and Carriage Bullocks for Five 
Years, has been ingrofftd, and brought before the Board to be executed, on Thurfday the 26th 
Inftant. 

Confidoring the very extraordinary Charge whith the Company is to incur by this Contrafty 
and the Number of new and intricate Claufes and Provifions of which it conlifts, it was the 
Secretary’s Duty to have pre])ared a Draft of the Contract, and to have fubmicted it to the Ap¬ 
probation of tlic Board, before he gave Direftions to the Attorney for having it ingrofled ; This 
ncceffary Form not liaving been obferved, we have not a fufficicnt Time allowed us to confidcr 
every Article of the Contraft with the Attention it deferves; but this ftiall not prevent our 
laying befoic the Hoard fuch Remarks as immediately occur to us, in hopes that they may 
hill be early enough to induce the other Members to weigh the Subjeft more deliberately, and 
not to put their N.imes to .in Inllrument, in which, as we think, the Company’s Intcreft is in- 
tirdy facrifitcd, and their Orders flatly difobeyed. If, neverthdefs, a Majotity of the Board 
Ihould perfift in their Intentions to execute the Contraft, we fliall have done as much as depends 
upon us at piefcnt, by ftating our Objeftions to it, and Ihcwing the Confcquences that niuft at¬ 
tend it, fiijipoling the Contraft to Mke ElFcft. 

Wc h.ive a]rt.uly referred to the Company’s Inftruftions relative to Contrails in general j but 
as we find, that in the Year 1770 the Court of Direftors had entered into a very minute In¬ 
quiry concerning the particular Contrafts for furnifliing Draft and Carriage Bullocks, we 
beg Lxavc to annex a Copy of the Orders they gave at that Time j from which we fliall only 
quote the following Words in this Place, that the Mcmbcis of the Board, who have it in Con¬ 
templation to give away the Contraft for Five Years, may know at the fame Time, that they 
are letting the Company’s Authority at Defiance. 

“ It is our exprefs Order, and wc hereby pofitivcly direft, that you do not fail every Year to 
“ advertife for, and receive roch Propolals as may be offered for fupplying the Troops with 
“ Piovifions, and for furnifliing Draft and Carriage Bullocks to be employed with our 
“ Anny ; and iliat you do, in all Cafes, accept thofc Propofals which may appear the moll: rca- 

fonalile in Point of Charge.” 

The annexed Paper, N* 2, contains a Comparifon of the Expence of the fre/ent Eftablifli- 
m’nt of Bullocks, fuppofing it compleat according to the Contraft now exifting, with that 
which is to be created by xhcprofojed Contraft. By this it appears, that the former is Sicca 
Rupees 13,786. 3. per Month, and the latter Sicca Rupees 58,629, making the enormous Dif, 
fcreiicc or Incieafc of Sicca Rupees 44,842. 13. per Month. On this Footing, the Bullock Con- 
traft will cofl the Company no lefs th.in Current Rupees 8,16,120 per Annum for Five Yc.irs 
certain, or Current R* 40,80,600 ■, and this exccHivc Charge cannot, according to the Terms of 
the Contraft, be reducui a Angle Rupee, during the Five Years, at the fame Time that Open¬ 
ings are defignedly left to increafe it confidcrably. 

We folemnly proteft againft every Attempt to load the Company with fucli an immo¬ 
derate Expellee, and particularly ggainft the Intention to fix it irrevocably for any Term 
of Years. ^ ' 

In the Contraft now exifting, and in all the fortjjer Bullock Pontrafts,,a Claufe has been 
invan.ibly inferted, by which the Company; or th^ .'government . of even the Colonels 

of the Brig.ides, had a Power referved to thenf' ©f difeharging any Number of fuperfluous or 
iinnecellary Bullocks, giving One Month’s Notice to the Contraftofi but no fitch Claufe is in- 
lertcd in the intended Contraft, fo that the Company muft,i|t all Events keep up the intirc 
Number of Six tlioufand Seven hundred Bullocks for Five Years, or at Ica^l pay for them. Under 
every Change of Circumftances whatfoever, and even though they fliould find- it necclTary to re¬ 
duce or new model their Army in the mean Time. 

In the propofed Contraft, no Diftinftion is made between Draft and Carriage Bullocks, or 
whether within or without the Provinces. Every Bullock-^is to be- paid for at the Rate of Sicca 
Rupees 8. I2. per Month, or.Sonaut Rupees 9, 2. j^^ji^Cluding the Drivers. 

By the prefent Contraft, without the Provinces a Draft Bullock, employed or unemployed, 
is — — — — Son' Rupees ^ 

Carriage D* D* D* ^ — — — — 

Draft and Carriage, unemployed, within the Provinces, — Son' R' 296 

ami for this he feeds them, and finds them in Drivers, Pads, Ropes, dec. 

The Di/Fcrence between the Two Rates is fo extraordinary, tiiat we imagine no Member of the 
Board, who gives his Attention to the Subjeft, will ever confent to it. 

In the 3d Article of the Propofals it is ftated, that condemned Bullocks fliall be thrown on the 
Hands of the Contraftor, but without any Penalty, which we think there ought to be, confidcr- 
ing how much the Service may fufier, and that he is allowed 'rwelvc Sicca Rupees per Annum 
for every Bullock in the Army, to make good LoITcs that may happen by the Enemy, Death, 

Rejeftion, 
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RejeAion, ifc, beGdcs a Bounty of Ten Sicca Rupees for every extra Bullock found upon Notice 
given. 

He is to incur a Penalty of Three Times the aftual Bazar Price of the Grain, if the Bullocks 
are not vi&uidl 0 d agreeable to the Terms of the Contraft. This Utter Part the Commanding 
Oflker of Brigade and Commanding Officer of Artillery may certify on the Bills j but as the 
CommiiTary General is to be the Check, how is he to know the aRual Bazar Price of Grain at 
the feveral Stations ?<*^we think it would be much better to have the Penalty fixed at a certain 
Rate. 

By the 5th Article, the Contradlor is to be paid, by extra Bills, for any Incrcafe of Food given 
to the Bullocks by Order of the Commanding Officer. This we think highly unreafonable, as 
the Terms df the Contract are in themfelves already much too liberal, and it is the Intcrefl; of the 
Contradtor that his Bullocks (hould be properly fed. 

'The Expence of Drivers, Sirdar Drivers, Bridles, Picket Ropes, Pads, &c. was never be¬ 
fore charged to the Company. 

Loifes by forced Marches or Overloading are to be made good to the Contradbor { he is allowed 
a Sieca Rupee per Month for each Bullock, to make good LolTcs by the Enemy, Death, Rejec¬ 
tion, &c. Every Bullock that dies, will be drawn for on either of thofe Accounts. It is difficult 
to afeertain the Fadtj but if the Claufe is admitted, at what Rate is the CommiiTary General 
to allow within and without the Province, for Draft and for Carriage Bullocks', which have 
died owing to thofe Two Caufes ? and what Proof or Evidence is he to accept, that the Death 
of the Bullock was owing to one or other of the above Caufes ? 

Is it meant that the Bullocks loaded with Grain for feeding the other Bullocks, are to be at 
the Expence of the Company ? if not, there was no Occafion for this Article, as they always have 
been and muft be allowed to attend the Army. 

The Bounty of Ten Sicca Rupees for every extra Bullock found in a certain Time, as exprelTcd 
in this Article, is unnecelTary j at leaft the Sum propofed is a great deal too much. By the 
frejent Contraft, nothing is allowed for the Purchafe of Bullocks, unlefs required within a 
Month’s Notice j and if on fuch Emer^ncy the ufual Price of Bullocks Ihould be thereby en¬ 
hanced, he is allowed for any extra Price that may have been actually paid, more than Sonant 
Rxipces iz. 8. o. for each Draft Bullock, and Ei^ht Sonaut Rupees for each Carriage Bul¬ 
lock} but.if he does not pay more than thofe Prices, he is to be allowed nothing. In the 
Bounty, there is no Diftinftion made between extra Draft and extra Carriage Bullocks. The 
former ought furelv to coft more than the latter, at leaft there has been always a Difference both 
in the Price and Charges of feeding hitherto: Confidering the Time allowed in the 15th Article, 
no Bounty (hould be given; The Contraftor is fufficlently rewarded by the Incrcafe, without any 
offier Emolument. 

If the Bills are not prefented by the Contraftor’s Agent to the Officers, whofc Duty it is to 
counterfign them within a certain Number of Days after the Mufter, the Contraclor ihould be 
liable to a DOdudbion of Ten per C^nt. Many Irregularities arc produced from Bills being drawn 
fometimes Ten and Twelve Months in Arrears. After the Words, « that the Bills lhall not 


cc lay above Eight Days in the CommiiTary General’s Office,” it (hould be added, « unlefs he 
** has Occafion to make Reference to the Officers, who have countcrfigncd the Bills,” as this will 
neceffarily ot^afion fome Delay. 

In order enaUe the Contradbor to execute this moft lucrative Contradb, he is to have the 
Value of Th^ Fourths of his Stock advanced to him out, of the public Treafurics, when he may 
require it 1 ahd by the (bllofinfig Article, we are to provide him with a Piece of Ground for keep¬ 
ing his Cattle. As we knbw 'oot in what Terms to exprefs our Difapprobation of thefe extrava¬ 
gant Conditions, we (ball content burfelvcs with (bating them for the Company’s Obfervation. 

The Penalty ol^O Sicca Rupees for every Bullock hired from Officers, Civil or Military, feems 
to us a nugatory Cflaufe, thrown in for no other Purpofe but to give the Contradb an Air of Ri¬ 
gour, which by no Means belongs to it: Such a Penalty can never be enforced. 

To conclude; we fuggeft thefe curfory Remarks to the Board, as fatal to the propofed Con¬ 
tra^ on its own Prihciples,.and excluftyb of the Illegality of granting a Contradb on any Condi¬ 
tions for the Term ^n queftion. Many other Objedbions, we doubt not, would occur to Perfons 
better verfed in the Subje^ than we are) but what has been faid, we truft, will be fufficient to 
juibify to the Company, and'to the Public in general, the Part we have taken, or may hereafter 
take, in r^ing (o enormous juid unprecedented a Wafte of the Company’s Property. 

(Signed) P. Francis, 

Edw' Whelcr. 


SiL. Com. Rip. IX. 


•d* 


Company’s 
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Com^nhfs General Letter, ajd Mareh tfjo. ; 

.. r " ' " i 

^ |t U our exprefs Orders, and we hereby poflcively direct tbac you do not fail,* eveiy Y«ir, to 
advertife for and receive fuch Proijofals as may be ofier^ for fopplying ‘ tfar 'I'toOpsi wkh Pfoi- 
vifions, and for furnilhing Draft and Carriage Bullodcs to be e»^o^ with OUr Arinyt and 
that you do, in all Cafes, accept thofc Propofals which may appimr the < moft reafonable in Point 
of Charge j and you arc alfo to take Care, that in all your Advertifements a fuificient Time be 
allowed before the Expiration of the Contrad which may then fubfill, or the Time which you 
may limit for receiving Propofals for fuch Contra^ > ■ 

And in order to prevent Abufes in future, we dired, that the Commanding (Mieer of our 
Troops at your Prefuiency, do require, from every fubordinate Officer iit the feveral OeputmentS) 
every Fourteen Days, or oftener, a Report rf the Number, Site, and Condition of dte Draft 
and Carriage Bullocks furniflied for and employed with the Army, and tli?at he db report the 
fame to the Preiident and Council Monthly, or oftener, as Occafion may require j and if the 
Bullocks Ihould at any Time be defkient, he ihall fully explain to what Caufe fuch Deficiencies 
may be jullly attributed, whether to want of Size, ncglcdl of Fetsding, Mtfmanagraent, or other 
Abufe, or to unavoidable Cafualtics or other Circumftances, fuCh as Length of Time in Service, 
the Nature of fuch Service, or ptherwifc} and he is alfo to inform himfelf, nnd fignify to our 
Prefident and Council at the fame Time, in all Cafes, according to the bed; of his Judgment, how 
Defefts of every Kind, relative to Bullocks in the Service, may be remedied. 


COMPARISON between the Expence of the prefent and propofed Bullock Contract. 

PROPOSED CONTRACT. 

Sriag. ‘ 5' »■ - - 3«.S*5 - - 

A Driver to every Two Bullocks, is 3,«o, a 5. ^ 

A Sirdar Driver to every Six Pair of Bullocks, is 559 
Sirdar Drivers, a 6. •— — 3,354 — 


Total Monthly Expence of the propofltd Contraft, — S* R*' 

PRESENT CONTRACT Terms and Number of Bullocks with 
the Army, fuppofing the fame Number with the temporary as with 
ill; Brigade in tnc Field, agreeable to the Eftablilhmenc. 

640 Draft Bullocks with the ift Brigade in the Field. . . , 

640 D* with the temporary Brigade. 

1,280 Draft Bullocks at 5. — 


, b,400 — — 


1,125 D* with the Two Brigades at the Prcfidency and. 
Burrampore. 

36 D‘ with the Light Infantiy, 


1,161 Draft Bullocks, a 3. 7. 


c Bullocks wi 4 ‘the ift Btij 


!■: .. . 1.-:. 




306 Carriage 

306 D* With the tem'i , _ 

612 Carriage BuBocks, a to. — 


— a,ax8 8 — 


12,609 7 




Monthly 



N‘D.1 X 


liifontbiyExiienceo^theBtdloidU fat the Am^hy^tipii>poM'C(mtn&‘^ 
Mcfithly Esipettcecf lulk)dbi for the Array by the ^ 

.feia Control-i.‘'iii- . .1*- II4609 7^ 

fjo.da^riue SKilioeltt irith the Two BHgujkti at the 
, jPmdtBCy ^ Borramporci ‘ 


rcil 

4 “ 


3* 3 ‘‘ 


4 B* idith Infantry j 

^64' <Carr»gh> Bullo^ii 

Total Montlily Etpbnce of the Bullocks for die Army 
per,tfae>frde&t Cootrafl^ fbppofing the Eftablidiment 


Di^nce of Expence betwixt the prefent aad propofed 
^ Contraft Monthly — 


i,W *a - 

t4>407 3 < 

Sicca Rupees 


Sicca ly 
$81619 ^ 


13,786 

44 »« 4 t 13 0 


Total Expence of the propofed Contrad pef Annum, ac^ 
cording to the iixed Eftablifhinent, and exclufive of 
all additional AUowalneea provided for in the faid Con- 
craft — — ~ C.R* y,t 6 ,ioo w. — 

Ditto for Five Years « ^ ^ C. R* 




The Governor General infbims the Board, that he Ihall ^li^er a Reply to the Minute of 
Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler above recorded, which he deftres may have a Place in this Con- 
fiilcation. 

The Secret^ ac(|[ua 3 ntt the Board, that he hat prepared an Addrefa on the Subjeft of that Part 
of the foregoing Minute rcfpefting himfclf, which he begs Leave to lay before them} and it it 
accordingly read as follotrs. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings; Efquire, Governor General^ ftc. Members of the 
Board of Infpeftion. 

. Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

It is with much Concern I perceive, in the Minute of Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler, of the 31ft 
of Auguft, a Difapprobadon exprelTed of my Conddft on the Occafion of my having brought be¬ 
fore the Board on Thurfday laft, the propofed Contraft for fupplying the Army with Draft 
and Carriage Cattle, engroSed and ready foe Execution. As fucb in Opinion ftandiog on the 
public Recorifc, without fome Explanation of the Circumftance from me, may imply a Convic¬ 
tion of Delin(|uency, 1 hope I lhali be pardoned for troubling the Board with the following Re- 
prefentation on the Subjeft. I am fenfible at the fame Time that I am guilty of fome Irregula¬ 
rity in offering Remarks on the Minutes of any individual Member i but the Occafion 1 hope 
will juftify the Irregularity, and that 1 fhall have their Excofc for this Addrefs. 

On the i6ch of Auguft I received from the Secretary of the Military Department, the Emen¬ 
dations for a new Contraft for the Draft and Carriage Cattle of the Army, which had been pro- 
pofod by the Commander in Chief, accompanied with an Extract of the Board’s Proceedings in 
that Department, approving the Plan, and direfting that an Offer foould be made to the prefent 
Contraftor, of engaging with him on the Terms therein preferibed, inftead of the Contraft at 
that Time in force. In confequence of this Order, I immediately wrote to the Contraftor in the 
Terms of it} and his Anfwcr, accepting the Pixqiofal, was laid before the Board on the 19th of laft 
Month, and ftands. recorded in that Day’s Coafultation. In the fame Letter the Contraftor re- 
quefted that the new Contraft might be drawn in the Name of Mr. Charles Croftes, to which the 
Board agreed, Mr. Francis diftenting from the Refolution. Inftruftions were of courfe given to 
the Company’s Attorney <0 prepare the ncceflary Deeds; and when they were reacly, I perufed 
them with the greateft Attention, compared them with the Plan which had been rdi^ved upon, 
and on the 26th.of laft Month 1 laid them before the Board, with a Report containipg fuch Ob- 
fervatioui at had occurred to me upon them. In that Report I fpeciBcd the Variations which had 
been made from the Plan, the Claufes tranflated from the old to the new Contraft, which had nofr 
been done away or affefted by the Emendations, and I believe the Contraft to be drawn in drift 
Conformity to the Refolodons and Intenciods ^ the Board, the Variations abovementioned ex¬ 
cepted. I was Alkod by Mr. Francis, Whether the Claufe in the former Contraft, wld<di em¬ 
powered the GovernorGciKral ind Coimcilr or the Comniandiog Officer of any Brigade or De-' 
tachmenti^ dorihig tbe^Tchn'of ii, to difeharge wbanver Number of Bollocks they might think 
fimerfloousdi^tBsrinltflhiyifar.the Ufe of the Amy, on'giving One Month’s Notice in Writing 
of foth Intentioo to tbedontraiter dr his Agent} was iottoditoed into the Mat one ? or whether 
theX^ompsoy^re obliged to keep up the Whole of the propofed Eftabliflimem during the Pe^^ 
nod of Five Years M lepBed, Tnc it was aos ifinoduced in the-now-ConfMft, as that 

i had 
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had been annulled l^y the ijth Article of the Plan, which exprefily ftipulated, that «the Number 
** of 4,000 Draft and 3,700 Carriage Bulloclci, being the Eftablilhment required,, lhall be 

kept in Pay duiling the Term of the ContraA/' Upon this the Goyecnor. General defired 
that the Conflderatlon of tin Subje^ might be d^erred, and-he would-revife the propdfed . Ar¬ 
ticles of Agreement; and it was not the. Intention of the Board, as I uhderftbod, that the Prefcnt- 
ment of them on that Day fhould be minuted. I am forry therefore it Ihould ltave been thought 
neceflTary to take ijlotice of this Circurnftance. .The Governor General's propofed Alterations 
were fcnt in Circulation before the Delivery of Mr. Francis's and Mr. WhclerV Minute to me, 
though both were received the fome Day. 

If there was any!Hurry or Precipitation in drawing the Contract, it was, 1 prefume, rendered 
neceOary by that Claufe of it, which obliges the Contraftor to provide the whole EftablUhmcnt 
of Bullocks within a certain ^Time from the Day of its Execution. Every Day's Delay pro- 
tra^ed-the jOperatiOn of the Contrad, and the public Service might fui&r from the Sulpeo^n. 
.Could 1 have imagined, however, that there were any new Claufos or Provifions which had not 
undergone the Confideration of the Board, and been finally fettled, previous to the TranfmiOion 
of them to me to be communicated to the Contractor, and his Acceptance of them required, 
I fhould molt certainly have thought it incumbent on me to have fubmitted a Draft of the Con¬ 
tract to the Board for their Approbation, before it was ingrofled; but I conceived that nothing 
more remained than for me to receive the Contractor's Anfwer, to give InftruCtions for draw¬ 
ing the Deeds, and when .drawn^ to fee that they were conformable to the Plan. 1 could have 
no Idea that any Part of it was to be revifed at this Board. The Board were not, however, 
precluded, merely becaufe the Contract was copied fair, from making any Alterations in it 
they might have thought proper. There is One more Circumltance, which 1 hope 1 lhall be 
excufed mentioning in this PlaceI have many Times laid before the Board Drafts of Con¬ 
tracts, for their Approbation, and they have always, generally at lead: I may fay, declined reading 
them, but trufled to my Examination, that they were drawn conformable to their Refolutions. 

It would therefore have been a Matter of mere Fonu to have fubmitted the Draft in queition 
CO the Board before it was ingrolTed, and a Delay prejudicial to the public Service might have 
bccii occafioned by an Obfervance of it. , 

I have the Honour to be, with RefpeCl, 

Honourable Sir and Sirs, 

Fort William, your moft obedient 

the I ft September 1779.' humble Servant, 

(Signed) J. Baugh. 

The following Lettef from the Executor of the late Army Contraftor, having been circulated 
by the Secretary fincc the kft Meeting in this Department, is now entered, with the Minutes 
• d<livered thereon by the Governor General and Mr. Wheler. 

Ifaac Baugh, Efquire, Secretary to the Honourable Board of InfpeClion. 

Sir, 

I have received the Honour of your Letter of 19th Inftanc. 

Having confidered the Difference that will be occafioncd by fupplying Mutton inftead of Beef, 
I find it to be i Anna and 6 Pice Sonat per Man per Day. For the Delivery of Beef at the Pre- 
fidency I now receive 5 Annas and 4 Pice: In lieu therefore of the Alteration you propofe upon 
my Claim for the Delivery of Mutton, I beg Leave to offer, as a Medium for the whole Term of 
the new ContraCl, that the Contractor deliver at the Preiidency, Mutton, for the Six hot Months 
(April to September inclufive) and during the remaining Six Months, Mutton and Beef every 
other Day alternately i for which he lhall be penmitted to draw 6 Annas and 10 Pice Sohat per 
Day throughout the whole Year. — This Propofal only to vary under the Regulations of full and 
half Batta, whichever the Troops at the Prefidency may be entitled to receive. 

I have the Honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your moR obedient 

Fort William, humble Servant, 

tite 34th Auguft 1779. (Signed) R. Johnfon, 

Ex' late Con% 


Goverhor General—The-Offer made by the ContraRor approaches very nearly to the 
Refolutino of the Boards the Proportions being fisce confiderably varied by my Suggeftion to the 
Contractor, as it appears to me neceffary that me Allowance of Beef and Mutton to the Soldiers, 
even in the Winter Moftchi, ought to Ik in equal Quantities. I underftand the Price of Mutton 
in Calcutta to be juft double the Fnce of Beefs and the Rate now propoled will be found, on 
Bipuirtination, to m^e up the exaCt Diftitzence between the Provifion of Beef alone,* at the former 
Races and of Beef and Mutton, ift the Proportions of Three Fourths of the letter, and .One 
Four^ of jthe former, at the eomroQn Rate propofod. I therdfore agree to it. • 

: ; 5 September 



September the ad 1779. 

Mr. tifed in Mr. francU’s »id my Minute of the 31ft at 

Auguft, on die af^liee with «<!^ tordt to die‘^Tehc Tropofal for victualling 

thcTroepsv ft,’- '» • , - 

The Coow ef Dife^o>»^*in die fj4ttt P«rtgi‘i5>fi^bf"t|eii^<3encral Letter by" the Mansheld, 

dated the 934 

. r*- U ia»ur exprelik Chders, and we hereby pofitively direa^ that you do hot fail, ever'y T 5 ar, to 
♦s' edv^rdfe fort Wd receive, fuch Pr^ofaU at may be-oiftfed; for fupplying the Troops with 
« Pioviriojli^jdtd for fornifliing Draft and Carriage Bullocks, to be employed with our Army; 
*• and that you do, in all Cafes, accept thofe Fropouls which-may appirar the moft reafonable in 
** Point of Charge.” . -, j . ■ . 

(Jnhtfs fuch Advertilements are made, and a fair Competition allowed, t do not fee how the 
Board can judge whether'the Contraftor’s Propofals are reafonable or not. It candot be expedbed 
that the Members of this Board can be competent Judges of the cornparative Prices between 
Beef and Mutton, in all Parts of this Country, within and without t|ic Provinces, where Troops 
may fenfoj or at What Rates the Contraftor may be able tt> procure them, allowing for the Dif¬ 
ference between Wholcfale and Retail Purchafes. 

Such a C^eliion is more fit (0 be decided by profelfiohal Men, than by Members of this 
Council. iTleft to make their Offers, according to the Orders of the Court of Direftors, fome 
of them would, .without Doubt, bring the moft reafonable Propofals before the Board, of which 
the Nature of the .Service was capable; and it would then belong to the Board to judge which 
OflTer was mod- advantageous. 

I muft however obferve, that the ContraAoy dates the Difference that will arife by fupplying 
Mutton indead of Beef, to be One Anna Six Pice Sonaut per Man per Day; and in confcquencc 
iHf engaging to deliver Mutton only for the Six hot Months, and Mutton and Beef alternately for 
the Remainder of the Year, he, in Oppofition to his own Principle, requires to be paid the Diffe¬ 
rence between the two Articles throughout the whole Year. 

f I do not believe the-Price of Mutton will exceed that of Beef, fuppofing the Quality to be 
equal, and each confumed in its proper Seafbn; but, granting that the former Iball exceed the 
latter, even to the Extent dated by the ContraAor, under what Pretence does he claim the Addi¬ 
tion of One Anna and Six Pice per Man per Day for the whole Year, when he contrails only to 
change or vary the Diet for Three Quarters of the Year ? 

In other RefpcAs, 1 mud confider myfclf as left entirely without the necefiary Information oh 
this Subje£b i nfld can therefore only lay before the Council, for the Information of the Court of 
Directors, an Edimate, (hewing the Difference and Excefs of Expcnce between the late Contradt 
and.the prclei^t Propofal for viftualling the European Soldiers dationed at the Prcfidency; toge¬ 
ther with thef further Excefs, provided the Contract be extended to the Supply of the whole 
European Eilabliihment, both within and without the Provinces, which will be confidcrably 
increafed, whfn the Eftablilhment is compleated according to the Propofals of the Commander 
in Chief. f 

I have alreidy objedted to the Terms, and I now objedk to the Conditions, of this Contraft. 


C 0 MPAR 4 T 1 VE VIEW of the Expence of vid^ualling the European Soldiers, dationed at 
the Prefidency, betwixt the prefent and propofed Contradf. 

PRESENT CONTRACT. 

1 Man for la Months, at 5 Rupees -i* ^ 60 

PROPOSED contract. 

I Man for 365 Days, a 3 A. 5 P. per Day — — 77 15 < 

' Diflference, being a Yearly ExCefs on the prefcnt Contradb 

^ for each Man dationed at the Prefidency — — — — 17 15 1 

• 77 li I 77 15 * 


; Medium Number bf Europeans returned at the Prefidency for 
' ^ ’' the lad Six Months, including thofe attached to the Third 

’ Brigade^Mo the Companies of the AniUery Brigade at the 
Prefiden^ and B^ge Budge—the Invalids—Body Guard— 
' the Ebropean^Women and Children—is 1,645} which, 
at lyR* 15 A. rP^m^es the Yearly Excefs bh the prefent 

SxL. Com, Rep. IX, * e * 


Contradfc 



75 $ 

8 i 


A ? -p B N,D j 

Contra& for vi£toallmg dji^ut^eftnt attachei! 

EurofLins returaed upon aMu^^'of 
the ad Brigade, at Hurrampore (Out no Wo««ft-oi* Children 
are included, at they ace not e^turned) 9a HalfAalla . 
Europeans at Chiinar and Buaar, Oft I^itb: . ^ 




834 Men, aJEt*x7. ij. x. the Yearly Excefs for vi£bi^ii^One > 
— Man — — —_ - ^ . 

197 Men returned, on aii. Average, of Three Months^ wim jtl^ 
temporary Brigade; on foil Batta: 

871 Men returned, on an Average of Three Moatha, wfth the^td;. 
Brigade, on full Bjttca t , 

io$8 Men, at R* 3c. 14. a. the^ Yearly Eacefs on the pxufent Cott> 
craft for vidtualliog One Mao, when on full Batta, js —i- 


. I 4 > 9 ^ 3 i. 


38,3a5 10 ^ 


Total Excefs on the ptefent Contraft for viftualliog the 
Europeans of the Army, if chepropofed Contraft be extended 
to die whole European Eftablwinent — ‘ >« S*R* 80,805 9 7 


Agreed, That the Opinions c£ the other Members of the Board on this Subjeft, be taken in 
Circulation, and here entered. 

The Papers having been circulated accordingly, Mr. Barwell and Sir Eyre Coote fuhfcribed to 
the Opinion of the Governor General. 

Mr. Francis returned the Papers without pending them, being lick. P* L. 

Refolved, That the Propofid of the Executor of the late Coxicraftor, vix. To ilupply MuRon 
inftcad of Beef, for the Provifion of the Troops ferving at the Preddency* froa> April so Septeni* 
b«r inclufive, and during the remaining Six Months, Mutton and Beef every other Pay altef>* 
nately, for which he lhall be allowed 6 Annas and 10 Pice Sonaut per Man per Day, , through* 
out the whole Year, only to vary under the Regulation of full am half Batta, whichever the 
Troops at the Prefidency may be entitled to receivej be agreed to, 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Inlpeftson at Fort William, in Bengal, 
the i6ch September 1779. 

The Secretary having received the followti^ Letter from Mr. Crofees on the 3d Inftant, be gave 
Inftruftions to the Company’s Attorney, for making the Alterations direfted by the Board in the 
intended Contraft for the Supply of Draft tod Caemge Cattle^ 

To J' Baugh, Efquire, Secretary to the Honourable the Governor General and 
Board of Infpeftion. 

Sir, 

1 have received the Favour of your Letter of the od laftaot* with fomo Alteration in the Emen* 
dations for the Bullock Contraft. I ie^ueft you will be pleafed to inform the Honourable Board, 
that I acquiefee to their being inferred in the intended Articles of Agreement between the Com> 
pany and me. - - - 

I have the Honour to be, 

Calcutta, Sir, 

3 September 1779. Your mod; obecKcnt and moil humble Servant, 

(SigrtedJ '' Chwles Croftes. 


On the 8th Indant the follbwing Repfit from the ^dcatafy, with the Cencfa^ botatnen the 
Company and Mr. Croftes, for fupplying the Draft and Cantiage Cacslr^ and jviftuaiUing the 
Troops of this Eilabliihmcn^ drawn up accordihg ,to the Boanrs Refolutions of the ad m this 
Month, were fent in Circulation, accompanied by a Letter from the Company’s Attorney on the 
Subjeft of the latter. * 

8th September 1779. 

The Secretary circuiatee, b)r the Direftiems of the Governor General, the i n te nd ed Cemraft 
ingroffed, for fupplying the Army wUh Draft and Cartia«, Cattle j, whieh has been reftified 
by the Company’s Attorney, agreeably to the Akerations oraered by the Board OA the ad.of this 
Month. On perufing it, the Seenp^ pcrceiv^ the Clavfe be^oftin|L in titoa4tbLine, is not 
an exaft Copy of that inferted in the Atddes he laid before the Bosi^wifh hU locmer Report. 
Its concluding Parc is emirdy aew; And all and every fucii Butloeks* ,wbeis tod as often as 

' ■ ' , «the 
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*' the feme thall be ot^tbd iiid tbiidercd for Service by the faid Charles Croftes, his Executor', 
Adminiftrators, or A(}i|mS} at all Times within the faid Space df Six Months fo limited for the 
** providing the fkme> IhSfl ithttiediately be received and mtiftercd, and examined whether fit and 
” able for Ser^icci ana if the Standard Size and Age hereinbefore fot thofc Purpoics particu- 
** larly meihtionedwid ixprefled, in order that Payment may be made to the faid Charles Croftes, 
.&c. for all fuch Bollocks reljjcftively, from the Day of their being fo mdftcred and received 
** into the Service.” The Emendations do not authorize it, though the 15th Article fully Ihews 
it was not inferted for the Benefit of the Contraftor, as that would have juflified his drawing Pay 
during the whole TerrtVof the Contra^, which now only commences after each feparatc Mutter. 
On mentioning this Circumftance to the Contraftor, he obferved that the Army would confe- 
quenrly have an earlier Supply, which was obvioufly for the Advantage of the Service; that the 
Emendations were formed upon an Idea that the Contrad with Mr. Johnfon was to continue with 
thefe Alterations, and that then the Service would not have fuftcred frorn the Want of an imme¬ 
diate Supply; but a Period being put to that Contrad, it became necclTary fome Provifion Ihould 
be made, to obviate fuch Inconvenience. 

The Secretary alfo circulates, by the Governor General’s Diredions, the Contrad ingrofied for 
Vidualling the Troops, accompanied with a Letter from the Company’s Attorney, in Explanadon 
of fome of the Claufesi 

(Signed) I. Baugh, Secretary. 


"Iro tfaac Baiigli, Efquirc, Secretary to the Honourable Board of Infpedion. 

Sir, 

I have the Pleafure to tranfmit you the Articles of Agreement between the Honourable Com¬ 
pany and Mr. Charles Croftes. 1 have drawn this Contrad conformable to the Terms of the for¬ 
mer one, except as to the Alterations preferibed by your Inttrudions. Lett I may, however, 
have mifunderftood the Purport of thefe Conditions, I will beg Leave to fubmit the following 
Remarks to you. 

Your Inftrudlions fay, that the Contrsid lhall extend to the fame Term as the Bullock Con¬ 
trad. I have underttood this to mean for tht Term of Five Years, and not to be fubjed to a 
further Extenfioh of One ICear in default of Notice at the Expiration of Four Years, as is ex- 
preffed by the Bullock Contrad j neither is there any Provifion fimilar to the one in the other 
Deed, for reducing the Eftablilhment, the prefent Engagement being only to vidlual fucli 
Troops as the Company fhall adually retain in their Service, and not ftipulating any given Num¬ 
ber j and therefore, from the Circumftances of the Cafe, totally unnecefiary. 

The Conttad expfefles, that Earthen Pots and Arraick Pots are to be delivered to the Recruits 
on their Landing, in the fame Proportion as to the Troops when on March, (i. e.) One Arrack 
Pot to a Company, and Two Earthen Pots to a Mefs of Five Men : This Proportion to Recruits 
on their Landing, I have taken to be the fame as to be made to Men on March, as there is no 
Provifion of Pots be made to Men in Garrifon. This mutt be the Intention of the Inttrudions, 
which fay, “ Two Earthen Pots every Morning upon a March to a Mefs of Five Men, and One 
“ Arrack Pot to a Company, but none in Charters, excepting once to Recruits upon I.and- 
“ i'lg-" 

In the old Contrad there is a Claufe, that the Contrador lhall bear all Lofles which (hall arife 
from Attack of Enemies or otherwife ; without fpecifying what Lofles ; This Claufe evi¬ 
dently was idferted by Mittake, from the Inttrudions for the Bullock Contrad, which I believe 
were given to my Prcdcceflbr at the fame Time. The Covenant could not apply to the vidual¬ 
ling Contrad, as the Company could not, unlefs uftJef txpre/s Engagement for that Parpo/e, be 
fubjeded to any Lofs fuffered by the Contrador in the Articles he may have provided for the 
fiipplying the Troops. The Lois mutt be his own, and the Company can only become fubjed to 
the Payment of any Monies under the Contrad till the daily Supply is made to the Troops. For 
this Reafon I have omitted it. 

The Propofals of the Contrador, fpeaking of the Payment for the Supply of Mutton and Beef 
at the Prefidency at the Rate of 6. 10. per Man per Month, fays, " this Propofal only to vary 
“ under the Regulation of full and half Batta, whichever the Troops at the Prefidency may be 
** entitled to receive.” I have confidered this to mean, that the Contrador is only to receive 
3. 5. when the Troops are on half Batta, and that the mention which he makes of 6. 10. ic 
lares to full Batta: According to this Conftrudionof the Contrador’s Letter, I have tlrav.'/i t!ic 
Inttrumcnt. 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient 

Calcutta, humble Servant, 

flth September 1779. (Signed) N. Naylor, 

Attorney to the Honourable Company. 

The Contrads were returned to the Secretary, executed by the Governor General, Mr. Bar- 
well, and Sir Eyre Cbote, with the following Minutes. 


Governor 
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Governor General—I do not undcrftand that the Claitfe extracted by the Secretary, is any Adf-, 
dition to the Articles laid before the Board, unlefs ^very legal Provilipn and technical Term of 
the Indenture may be called fuch. Neither will the firft Reafon which he afllgns for it, a^ly to 
it in any Senfe. The 15th Article cxpreiTes, that the Eftablilhment of 6,700 Bullocks fhall ^ kept 
in Pay during the whole Term of the Contraft} to which the Company’s Attorney has fubjoined 
the obvious and ncceflary Provifion, and implied of courle in the Article itielf, that fuch Num¬ 
ber do aftually exift j if not, the cxrfting Number, or the Number mentioned, ftall only be paid 
for, therefore the Claufc in queftion was no Provifion for the defective Part of this Article. 

'I'he Claufe is inferted for the other Reafons mentioned by the Secretary, viz. as a Provifiewt 
for the Admiflion and Payment of the Bullocks which are at this Time in the Service, and 
for fuch as may be admitted before the Expiration of the Period of Six Months; to which the 
Commencement of the Contract is limitea. It is no Addition, but an implied Part of the 
Articles.—Approved. 

Mr. Wilder—I have already delivered my Objeflions to the Bullock and viftualling Contracts,} 
Ihoiild any further occur, the Board fhall likewife be furnilhed with them. The Articles of 
Agreement arc in confcquence returned without my Signature. 

Mr. Francis alfo returned the Contrads, declining to fign them. 

Ordered, That Copies of the Contracts be entered after this Day’s Proceedings } that they b« 
publifhed in General Orders} and that Copies be tranfmitted to the Commandant of Artillery, 
Commanding Officers of Brigades, and Commiflary General. 

The Secretary acquaints the Board, that Mr. Crbftes has offered the fame Securities for the Per¬ 
formance of his Contraft for vidualling the Troops, as thofe for his Engagjsment for fupplying 
the Draft and Carriage Cattle. 

Agreed, That they be accepted, and that the Penalty be fixed at 7 c,000 Sonaut Rupees, being 
the fame as that to the Contraft of the late Mr. Emcft Alexander Johnfon. 

On the 9th Inflant the Sccretaiy received the following Minute and accompanying Papers front 
Mr. Francis, which he immediately circulaced'co the other Members of the Board., 

Board of Infpeflion, 

9th September 1779. 

Mr. Francis.—In Addition tb the Remarks contained in Mr. Wheler’s Minute and mine, 
of the jifi of Augufi, on the propofed Bullock Contrail, I beg Leave to lay the annexed Pa¬ 
pers before the Board, and to requefl: the Anention of the Members to the Calculations con¬ 
tained therein, before any further Steps are taken in this Bufmefs. Calculations of this Nature 
ought to have accompanied the Plan in the firft Infiance, that the Board might know what 
they were doing, and not be hurried blindly into Engagements of the Extent, Conl!bq,uences, and 
Expence, of which they could not pofilbly have formed an Idea. 

The annexed Papers, (Numbers r and 2.) fhew the full Amount of all the Draft and Carriage 
Bullocks necefihry for the compleat Service of the Three intire Brigades, fuppofing them all in 
the Field j by which it appears, that the Number of Bullocks propofed to be kept up for Five 
Years, exceeds what the whole Army on a compleat War Eftablilhmcnt would require by 2,769. 
Thtffe fupernumerary Bullocks therefore, if they are maintained, will have nothing to do. 
There are not Guns or Carriages for them to draw j there is literally nothing for them to 
carry. But before this Time, whoever heard of keeping up a compleat War Eftablifliment of 
Bullocks, without adual Service in any Part of the Provinces ? What are the Bullocks to do at 
the Prcfidcncy? What are they to do at the different Cantonments? In Truth, I might, with 
great Reafon, afk (with the Exception of a very moderate Number) what Occafion have we for art 
Eftablifliment of Bullocks anywhere ? When they arc wanted, they may be hired or preffed, as in 
faefi they have been hitherto, notwichfianding the Contradts. But admitting that Jome Efiablifh- 
ment ought to be maintained, it will be difficult to affign 3 good Reafon why it fhould exceed 
the Complement ncceflary for the Troops in the Field. Simpofing a Third of the Army to be 
maintained on a War Eftablifliment, the Number of Draft and Carriage Bullocks taken to- - 
gether, ought not to exceed 1,310. On this Principle, which of itfelf would lead us into an 
exorbitant Fxpence, the propofed ContraA is to maintain 5,300 Bullocks more than can be 
wanted, which for Five Years, at the new Contraft Rates, wiU be found to amount to the 
enormous Sum of Current Rupels, 32,82,510, abfolutely given out of the Company’s Tfeafury» 
or fquandered, without any Necclfity or Service whatfoever. 

N* 3. Contains a Calculation « the Difference of Expence between the propofed Eftablifh- 
ment and that which would be nicelTary for the whole Arniy in the Field, calculated at the new 
Contraft Rates. Even on this extravagant Principle, the Expence would fall fliort of the pro¬ 
pofed Contraft by near Seventeen Lack of Current Rupees in rive Years. 

N" 4. Shews what the Expense of a complete Eftablifliment for the whole Army would amount 
to, if calculated at the prefent Contraft Rates} the Difference between this and the propi^ed Rates 
and Numbers amounts in Five Years, to no Icfs than C* R* 30,48,854, or very near Three hun¬ 
dred and Five tKoufand Pounds Sterling. 

If a Majority of the Board,, with fuch glaring Fafts before them, can entertain a Thought of 
proceeding farther in the propofed Contraft, 1 cannot that they will pay the lead; Regard 
to any Obfervations I can qialte upon tt. To acquit mylelf, nevetthclefs*, of the Duty I owe to , 
6 the’ 
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the Company oft this impofcaftc Occafion, I think it right to ftate the following general Confi- 
dcrations—my prefent ill State of Health will not aljow me to go fo deep into the Subjeft as I 
Ihoukl do at another TimCi 

Although no Evil is more feverely felt, yet there is not apparently any lefs attended to, than 
the Number of Followers of the Army. They confirt of a Multitude of predatory Vagrants; and 
whatever tends to increafe their Number, tends to einbarrafs and impede the Service. Provifions 
and Forage arc not only rendered conftantly dearer than they need be, but frequent Scarcity 
of both are occafioned by this Rabble, which thereby bring into imminent Hanger the Safety and 
Exiftcnce of thtf Troops. 

In this View the Number of Bullock Drivers propofed, appears to be highly detrimental to the 
Good of the Service 1 It would not be credited in Europe, that Twelve Bullocks fltould require 
Seven Keepers. But this is not the Extent of the Evil: Some at leaft of thofe Seven carry along 
with them their Families; thofe have their Attendants, with Bullocks or Tattoes to carry their 
Provifions, and thofe muft have Drivers, who alfo muft have Provifions. Thus the Number of 
Followers increafes beyond Calculation. Mcafures tending to reduce their Numbers would be 
ufeful indeed, and deferving of the higheft Applaufe. But what (hall we fay of Schemes \vhi( h 
manifeftly tend to increafe them ? What EfFeil can they have but to increafe the Confufio/i of our 
Camps, to enhance the Difficulties of procuring Forage and Provifions, to extend and weaken 
the Line of March j and in the End to make your Army little better than a Convoy for your 
Baggage ? 

Having not had it in my Power to enter into i particular Confidcration of the new Vidlualling 
Contrail, I t.ike this Opportunity of declaring, that I entirely concur in Mr. 'Wheler’s Remarks 
tipon it. I find it is formed upon the fame exorbitant Principles with the Bullock Contraft, a,id 
to be executed by the fame Perfons—that is, a Variety of concealed Iiitercfts are to be provided 
for, under the Name of Mr. Croftes. On this Part of the Subjeft I muft obferve, that the Two 
Contrafts ought not, on any Account, to be in the fame Hands; no one Perfon is equal to theCon- 
du£t of Two fuch cxtenfive Concerns.—In the Second Place 1 muft declare, that the prefent Con- 
traflors, whoever they are, are the moft improper Perfons that could be chofen for the like Fruft 
in future. The Contrafts never were fo ill executed as by the prefent Contraftors; their I'ullocks 
have never been ready or fit for Service when called upon j and the Provifions to the Euro¬ 
peans, particularly the Beef, has been fuch as muft have produced a Mortality among them, if 
they had eaten it. The Contraftor has never given an Ounce of Mutton to tlie Europeans in 
Fort William fince February laft; in confequcnce of which they have ufually taken Cowries in lieu 
of the Carrion Beef with which he would have fupplied them. 

On the Increafe of the Rates in both Contracts there is One general Obfervation to be made, 
which I think muft ftrike every Man converfant in public Bufincfs. In engaging for the Supply 
of any Article whatfoever, the Contractor proportions his Rate or l^rice to the Quantity of tno 
Thing demanded. If he fupplics a little, his Rate or Price muft be proportionally higiicr; if he 
fupplics a great deal, he can afford to reduce his Terms; fmee the Profit upon the Whole com- 
penfates for the Reduflion on the Rate of the fpcrific Articles. In the propofed Bullock Con¬ 
trail, this univerfal Principle is manifeftly reverfed. The Number of Bullocks on the Pay of 
which the Contrailor's Profit is to arife, is incrcafcd in nearly Proportion of .‘seventeen to Nine,- 
and the Period, during which the Contrail is to endure, is enlarged from One Year to Five. One 
would expeil, from this Increafe of the Period and the Number, that the Rates would have been 
proportionally diminiftied. On the contrary, however, the Company will find that the rated Pay 
of each individual Bullock, lumping the Draft and Carriage Bullocks together, is double what 
it was. Upon the Whole, the Terms voluntarily contrived and given by Government are fuch as 
I preliime no Man living would have prefumed to have demanded, if the Contrail had been 
advertifed in the Manner preferibed in the Company’s moft peremptory and repeated Orders. 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


PROPORTION of Ordnance fof One Brigade, confifting of One Regiment of Europeans, 
II Battalions of Sepoys, and a Detachment of the Corps of Artillery, (hewing the Number 
of Draft Bullocks ncccffary for dragging its Train, and for that of the whole Army. 


4 

_ 


12 Pounder Brafs Guns, with Carriage, 

lo Bullocks to each 

..I. 

— 40 

aS 

...a. 


6 Pounders Brafs Guns, with Carriage 

8 D' — 


— 224 

4 



Inch Howitzers — —- 

6D* ~ 

— 

— 24 

19 



Tumbrils, Ammunition loaded — 

lo D* — 


— 290 

I 



D* Treafurc — — 

lo D* — 

— 

— 10 




Carts, Artificers — — 

lo D* — 

— 

—- 20 

t 

— 

— 

Waggon for Gin — — 

i6D« — 


16 


• f * Spare 


SiL, Com. Rip. IX. 



appendix, NMi^. 


spare Carriages and Tumbrils. 

t .... M For 12 Pounders — — 8D* — — — 8 

7 — — For 6 D’ — — 6 D" — — — 42 

I — — For Inch Howitzers — 6 D* — — — 6 

— — .. Tumbrils — 6 D® — — — 42 

' 722 

Allow One Ipare to every 6 Bullocks — — — 120 

Complement of Draft Bullocks for One Brigade on Service — 842 

3 

D' for Three Brigades — — — — 2,526 


^ ^ ^ ^’■'”®|lndependant Chittagong Battalion — 

? Z Z i?.S‘=""']Batul«ofLigklafaM„ 

Total Draft Bullocks ncceflary for the Field Ordnance of the whole Army,' 
fuppofing it in Motion on aftual Service _ 


According to the F.ftabliftiment of 1777, the Complement of Ordnance for a Brigade on Ser¬ 
vice was 26 Pieces; fince that Period, 2 Twelve Pounders and 2 Howitzers have been added, 
which, with the 6 Guns of the Three Battalions of the temporary Brigades that are to be incor¬ 
porated into each of the other Brigades, make tlie prefent Proportion 36 Pieces. 


CALCULATE of Carriage Bullocks necclTaiy for carrying the MuOcet Ammunition and 
Military Stores attached to a Brigade on Service, fuppofing it to be of the Strength f^ecified 
in N® 1 i fiiewing the Number neceffary for the whole Army, fuppofing it to be in Station. 

196 Carriage Bullocks will carry 392 Barrels of Mufket Ball Ammunition, each Barrel con¬ 
taining 800 Rounds to 313,600 

Suppofing a Brigade to confift of ^,580 Men, and that 8,500 of them are fit 
for Service, they will carry in their Pouches, at 24 Rounds per Man — 170,000 

Total Mufket Cartridges for a Brigade on Service — 483,000 

50 Carriage Bullocks will carry 160 H. Barrels of Powder, being the ufual Proportion for the 
Service. 

130 Carriage Bullocks (with 20 Haccarics, which are not provided by the Contraftor) it is 
believed, are fufficient for the Carriage of the other Stores in the Magazine. 

■ — ■ N. B. Exclufive of the above Haccarics, the Captains of Battalions and Quarter 

376 Mailers are allowed 18, and the Surgeon Majors 10 Haccarics. 

63 Sparc Bullocks, in the Proportion of One to Six. 

439 Total Number of Carriage Bullocks ncceflary to be provided by the Contraftor, for One 
Brigade on Service. 

879 Add for Two other Brigades on Service. 

1,317 Total Carriage Bullocks forTlu-ce Brigades. 

14 Allow for the Chittagong Independent Battalion. 

14 Allow for the Battalion of Light Infantry, 

1,345 Grand Total Carriage Bullock^i 
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CALCULATE of the Extra Expence that would be incurred by Excefs in the Number 
of Bullocks and Drivers, fuppofing no Exccfs in the Rates propofed. 

4,000 Draft 1 Bullocks, at S* R’ 8. la. or Son‘.R*9. a. j.^Vr inclwding 

2,700 Carriage J Drivers Wages, as S‘ R’ 

.^,700 propofed per Month — —. — 58,629- 


2,586 Draft 7 Bullocks, neceflary for the Train of the whole Al’my, at the 

1,345 Carriage 5 above Rate per Month — — —. 34,401 4 — 

3,391 Monthly Difference, Sicca R* — 24,227 12 — 

Annual Difference — 2901733 — — 

Difference that would be occafioned in Five Years, by mere Excefs of 
Bullocks, at the Rates propofed, S*R* 14,53,665, or C. R* —- 16,86,251 6 5 


COMPARISQN between the Expence of the propofed Contraft and tlie necelTary Number 
of Bullocks for i 3 te Army at the prefent Contratt Rates, fuppofing Half the Troops to be 
without, and the other Half within, the Provinces, and the Whole on adbual Service. 

Propofed Contract Eftablifhmcnt as before Rated, per Month — —- S* R* 58,629 — — 


Prefent Eftablifhment 


1j 293 Draft Bullocks without the Provinces, at 

5 R*- 

6,465 — 


673 Carriage D* D* at 

3 10 — 

2,439 ^0 


*>*33 Draft 1 — — at 

> within the Provinces 

3 7 — 

4.444 11 


672 Carriage j — — at 

3 3 

2,142 — 


Sonaut Rupees — —. 

- 

15,491 5 or 

14,823 10 — 

Monthly Difference, S* R' *— 

- 

~ - 

43,805 6 — 

Annual Difference — 

— — 


5,25,664 8 — 


Difference in 5 Years, S* R’ 26,28,322, 8. or C. R* 30,48,854 1 7 


Proof of the Difference. 

Annual Expence of the propofed Contradl, S*R’7,03,548, or C.R'8,16,115. 10. 11. which, 
for 5 Years, is — — ■*— — — C. R‘ 40,80,578 6 7 

Annual Expence of the prefent Effablifliment, according to the prefent Con- 
tradl Rates, S’ R’1,77,883. 8. or C. R’2,06,344. 13. 9I, which, for 

5 Years, is — — — — — — — 10,31,724 5 — 


Difference as above, C.R’ — 30,48,854 i 7 


Mr. Wheler delivered the following Minute, in addition to the foregoing in Circulation 
from Mr. Francis. 

September 14th 1779. 

Mr. Wheler—In addition to Mr. Francis’s Accounts, I beg Leave to prefent the accompanying 
Calculate (N" 5.) in order to demonftratc, that even upon the extravagant Suppofition of the Ne- 
ceflity of keeping up a csnftant Eftablifhment of 6,700 Bullocks, an Excefs of Expence will arife 
in Five Years, from the exorbitant Incrcafe of the Contrait Rates, of no lefs than Current Rupees 
23,44,191. 8. 5. being above Two hundred and Thirty-four thoiifand Pounds Sterling. And 
having eftablifhed this Eaft, which, with what Mr. Francis has faid, fufficiently expofes the Com¬ 
plexion of this Tranfaftion, and cuts off every polfiblc Plea of Juftification, I have at prefent 
only to add, that I join Mr. Francis in reprobating theprojefted Contrad, as a Meafurc big with 
the moft ruinous Confcquenccs to the Company. 

2 CALCULATE 
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CALCULATE of Surplus Expcnce that would arife from the Increafe of Rates, fuppofing the 
whole Number of Draft and Carriage Bullocks, fpecificd in the prepefed Contrail, to be necef- 
far^i and One Half of that Number to be witoout, and the other Half within the Pro¬ 
vinces. 


10,000 
6.875 - ~ 


4,000 Draft 7Bullocks, being the propofcd Contraft Eftabliflimcnt, as 
1,700 Carriage J fpecificd in N* 3 — — — 

a,000 Draft Bullocks out of the Provinces, at the prcfent Contraft Rate, 
5 Sonaut Rupees each — — S' R' 

2,000 Ditto within the Provinces, at the prefcnt Contraft 
Rate, at 3.7. each — ■— — 

4,coo Total Draft Bullocks propofcd per Month, at the 

prefcnt Contraft Rates, — — Son' R* 16,875 — — 

1,350 Carriage Bullocks without the Provinces, at 
the prcfent Contraft Rate, 3. 10. 
each — — S' R‘ 4,893 11 — 

1,350 Ditto within the Provinces, at the 
prcfent Contraft Rate, at 3. 3. 
each — — — 4,303 a — 


2,700 Total Carriage Bullocks propofcd, at the pre¬ 
fcnt Contraft Rates per Month ■— — 

Total Monthly Expence of the propojed Central 
' It of Draft and Carriage Bullocks, 


9,196 14 — 


Eftabliflimcnt < 
at the prejent Contrail Rates ■ 


Sicca R. A. P. 
58,629 —• — 


• Sonaut Rupees 26,071 14 — or 24,948 


Monthly Difference between the propofcd and prefcnt Contraft 
Rates, —' — — — S' Rupees 


Yearly Difference 


— — —, —. S* Rupees 


Total Extraordinary Expence that would be occafioned in Five 
Years, by the mere Increafe of Rates, fuppofing no Excefs in the 
Number of Bullocks propofcd — Sicca Rupees 20,20,854 12 aor23,44,i9i 


1 

r 24*948 I 

4 iVr 

33*680 14 

7 r,V 

4,04,170 15 

2TTtf 

Curi‘ R'. 


ARTICLES of AGREEMENT indented, had, made, concluded, and fully agreed upon, 
this Firft Day of September, in the Year of our Lord Chrift One thoufand Seven hundred 
and Seventy-nine, between the United Company of Mcrcliants of England trading to the Eaft 
Indies, of the one Part, and Charles Croftes, of Calcutta, in the Province of Bengal, Gentle¬ 
man, of the other Part, in Manner and Form following j that is to fay: 


Whereas the faid Charles Croftes hath propofcd to and agreed with the Governor General and 
Council of the Prefidcncy of Fort William, a6ling for and on the Parr and Behalf of the faid 
United Company, to fiirnifli and provide, for the Ufe of the Army and Troops in the Service of 
the faid United Company, on the Bengal Eftabliflimcnt, fuch certain Number of Draft and C-ar- 
riage Bullocks as hereinafter is mentioned, and fuch a Number of Camels as fliall or may be 
wanted for the Service of the fame Army, during the Space of Five Years, commencing from 
the Day of the Date of thefe PrefentS} and alfo for the feeding and keeping fuch Bullocks and 
Camels in fit and good Order and Condition to perform fuch Works as they fliall refpeftivcly 
happen to be wanted for during fuch Space of Time as aforefaid, as well within the Provinces of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Oriffa, as in all other Parts and Places without the fame Provinces, wherever 
fuch Army or Troops lhall happen to be, and require the'fame; as alfo to find Drivers and 
Attendants for the fame Draft and Carriage Bullocks and Camels, and all fuch neceflary Harnefs 
and Accoutrements as lhall or may be wanted for the fame, and as hereinafter is particularly 
mentioned j he the faid Charles Croftes being paid by the faid United Company, their Suoccflbrs 
and Afllgns, on the fame fevcral Occafions, the feveral Sums of Money hereinafter for that 
Purpofe expreffed, at fuch Times, and in fuch Manner, and fubjeft to fuch Terms and Condi¬ 
tions, as hereinafter are particularly mentioned and fet forth: Now thefe Prefents witnefs. That 

f tc 
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he the fatd Charles Croftes, for the Confiderations aforefaid, and for and in Confideraiion of the 
fcveral Sums of Money fo agreed to be paid to him by the faid United Company as hcreinaftei* 
is mentioned, and of other the Covenants, Conditions, Articles and Agreements, on the Part 
and Behalf of the faid United Company to be obferved, performed, fulfilled, and kept, Doth 
for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afllgns, covenant, promife, and agree to 
and with the faid United Company, their SuccefTors and Affigns, That he the faid Charles 
Crofres, hi; Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afligns, (hall and will, at his and their own proper 
Colls and Charges, from the Day of the Date of thefe Prefents, for and during the full End and 
Term of Five Years now next enfuing, well and truly find, provide, and fupply to and for the 
Ufe of fuch the Army aforefaid, in Manner hereinafter mentioned. Four thoufand Draft Bul¬ 
locks, and Two thoufand and Seven hundred Carriage Bullocks, of fuch refpeftive Standards, 
Size, and Age, as hereinafter is mentioned; that is to fay; that every Bullock fo to be provided 
either for Draft or Carriage, lhall be at Icaft Twelve Hands and a Half, or Fifty Inches in 
Hcigluh, above the Age or Four Years, and under the Age of Six Years, and to be continued 
in the Service until the Age of Twelve Years, and no longer ; and alfo lhall and will find and 
provide to and for the Ufe of fuch the Troops and Army aforefaid, all fuch and fo many 
Camels as they the faid United Company lhall want or Hand in need of during the Term of 
Five Years aforefaid, in Addition to the Number of Camels which the faid United Company 
are now already polTelTed of: And the faid Charles Croftes, for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, 
Adminillrators, and AlTigns, doth further covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid 
United Company, their Succeflbrs and Affigns, that every Carriage Bullock fo to be provided 
by him in purfuance of his Covenant hereinbefore for that Purpofe contained, lliall be of fuffi- 
cient Strength, Power, and Ability to carry on his Back a Burthen of One hundred and Sixty 
Founds Weight, cxclufive of his rad j and that the Draft Bullocks fo to be provided in Manner 
aforefaid, lhall be of fuch Strength, and capable of fuch Work as hereinafter is mentioned ; that 
is to fay, that Twenty-four of fuch Bullocks lhall be able to draw and accompany the faid Army 
on common Marches with a Twenty-four Pounder Gun, Eighteen Bullocks with an Eighteen 
Pounder Gun, Twelve Bullocks with a Twelve Pounder Gun, Six Bullocks with a Six Pounder, 
Four Bullocks with a Three Pounder, Fourteen Bullocks with an Eight Inch Howitzer, Ten 
Bullocks with a Five and Half Inch Howitzer, Six Bullocks with a Four Inch and Two-fifths of 
an Inch Howitzer, Fourteen Bullocks with the common Army Waggon, and Ten Bullocks 
with a Tumbril: And alfo. That the faid Four thoufand Draft Bullocks, and the Two thou¬ 
fand and Seven hundred Carriage Bullocks, fo to be fupplied and provided, lliall, within the 
Term of Six Months from the Date of thefe Prefents, be, all and every of them, ready and pro¬ 
vided and at Hand, at fuch refpeftive Places as the Train Bullocks are now ftationed, or at luch 
other Parts and Places as the Commander in Chief of fuch Army for the Time being lhall di- 
re£t and appoint, by Notice in Writing for that Purpofe to be given j and all and every fuch Bul¬ 
locks, when and as often as the fame lhall be offered and tendered for Service by the faid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminillrators, or Affigns, at all Times within the faid Space of Six 
Months fo limited for the providing the fame, lhall immediately be received and muftered, 
and examined whether fit and able mr Service, and of the Standard Size and Age hereinbefore 
for thofe Purj^fes particularly mentioned and expreffed, in order that Payment may be made 
to the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminillrators, or Affigns, for all fuch Bullocks 
refpeflively, from the Day of their being fo muftered and received into the Service, and 
lhall then and there be muftered, and examined whether fit and able for Service, and of 
the Standard Size and Age hereinbefore for thofe Purpofes particularly mentioned : And the 
faid Charles Croftes, for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminillrators, doth further pro¬ 
mife and agree with the faid United Company, that in cafe of any Failure or Default made by 
the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminillrators, or Affigns, in the providing and Ap¬ 
plying, and having ready, the faid refpeflive Number of Four thoufand Draft and Two thoufand 
and Seven hundred Carriage Bullocks, at the refpedive Places and Stations, and within the 
Term above ftipulated and allowed for the providing the fame, that then and in that Cafe 
he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminillrators, or Affigns, lliall and will well and 
truly pay or caufc to be paid to the faid United Company the Sum of Sicca Rupees Ten, by 
way of Forfeiture for every Bullock (whether Carriage or Draft) which lhall be fo wanting 
and deficient out of the fame feveral and refpeftive Complements of Four thoufand Draft and 
Two thoufand and Seven hundred Carriage Bullocks, to be provided and fupplied as aforefaid ; 
And it is hereby declared, covenanted, and agreed, by and between the laid Parties to tlicfe 
Prefents, that the Commanding Officers of Artillery and the Commanding Officers of Trains 
for the Time being, under the Commanders of the refpeftive Brigades of the Army of the faid 
United Company, lhall be and are hereby conftituted and appointed General Infpcd^ors and 
Examiners of the fame Bullocks, and of each and every of them, with full Power and Authority 
for them the faid Officers refpedtivcly under whofc refpedlive Cliargc the faid Bullocks lliall 
be placed, to infpeft and examine the fame Bullocks, and afterwards to report to the Com¬ 
manding Officers of the rcfpc<ftivc Brigades for the Time being, the full Particulars of the fame 
Bullocks and every of them, as to their and each of their Fitnefs and apparent Ability to 
perform the refpeftive Services for which they were provided : And in cafe the laid infpedors, or 
any or eithef of them, lhall report to fuch Commanding Officers or Officer as aforefaid, that 
Sel. Co'm. Rcp. IX. ^ * g * fuch 
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fiich Bullocks lb provided* or any or either of them, are or is unfit or incapable of the Service 
f6r which they the fame Bullocks or Bullock have or hath been refpeftively dcfigned and 
provided, that then and in that Cafe, the fame Bullocks or Bullock fo objefted to, lliall be ex¬ 
amined by I'hrce other Peifons, that is to fay, by One Perfon to be appointed On the Part of 
die Commander in Chief, One on Behalf of the Commanding Officer of the Train, and One 
on the Part of the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or AlTigns} which Per- 
fons fo appointed lhall have full Power and Authority, and arc hereby declared ttf have full 
Power, Licence, Liberty, and Authority, to try and examine all and every fuch Bullocks and 
Bullock objefted to, and either to deem fit and approve, or to rejeft the fame, as they or any 
Two of them fliall fee proper; and in cafe the fame Bullocks, or any or cither of them, lhall be 
fo rejefted, then the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, lhall, within 
the Space of Twenty Days after fuch Bullocks or Bullock lhall have been fo rejefted and dif- 
rtiiflcd, find and provide in the lieu and ftcad thereof, a like Number of fit and proper Buttocks, 
fo as always to make up and complete the Numbers expreffed in the Covenant of the faid 
Charles Croftes hereinbefore for that Purpofe contained; and the faid Charles Croftes doth hereby 
further promife and agree with tlje faid United Company, that in cafe any or cither of fuch 
Bullocks lhall be fo rejefted, to provide and find other fit and proper Bullocks in the Place or 
Stead of all fuch as (hall or may be fo rejefted, within the refpeftive Times hereinafter for that 
Purpofe mentioned, and according to the Number which may be wanted on fuch Occafion, un¬ 
der and fubjeft to the Payment of the feveral Penalties hereinafter for that Purpofe expreffed 
and agreed upon, in Default of the fame Bullocks, or any or either of them, being fo found and 
provided, that is to fay, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Af¬ 
figns, lliall and will find and provide any Number of Bollocks not exceeding Twelve, in the 
Space of Six Hours from the Time of fuch Rdeftion of any unfit and improper. Bullocks j or 
lhall and will find and provide Twenty-four Bullocks within the Space of Twelve Hours; and 
lhall and will find and provide any Number of Bullocks not exceeding Forty, in the Space of 
Two Days from the Time of fuch Rejeftion as aforrfaidj Sixty Bullocks in Four Days; One 
hundred Bullocks in the Space of Six Days; and Two hundred Bullocks in the Space of Eight 
Days: And in cafe any Failure or Default to be made by the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, 
Adminiftrators or Affigns, on the finding and providing other fit and propel* Bullocks in the 
Place and Stead of all and every fuch Bullock which may be fo icjefted as aforefaid, he the 
faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, ftjali and will well and truly pay 
to the faid United Company, their SuccelTors or Affigns, a Penalty or Forfeiture of Sixteen Sicca 
Rupees for each and every Bullock which (hall be wanting and deficient to complete and make up 
the Number of Bullocks fo to be required, in the Place and Stead of thofe to be rejefted, 
in Manner aforementioned: And it is hereby further covenanted and agreed by and between the 
faid Parties to tliefe Prefents, that all fuch Bullocks, when and as foon as the fame Hull have been 
provided and approved as hereinbefore is mentioned, fliall be marked, in the Prefence of fomc 
Officer of the Artillery, whom the Commanding Officer for the Time being may think proper to 
appoint for that Purpofe, with the Mark of the faid United Company, and alfo with a Letter or 
further Mark to denote the Year in which fuch Bullock (hall have been received, together with 
fome furtlier Mark or Figure to denote his Age; And the faid Charles Croftes doth further, for 
himfelf, his Flxecutors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns, covenant, promife, and agree, to and with 
the faid United Company, their SuccelTors and Affigns, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Exe¬ 
cutors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, having fo found and provided the faid rcfpeipLive Numbers of 
Four thoufand Draft and Two thoufand and Seven hundred Cairiagc Bullocks, as aforefaid, (hall 
and will well, at his and their own proper Cofts and Charges, feed, maintain, fupport, and keep 
the fame Bullocks in good Health, and at all Times fit for the IJfe and Service ot the faid Army, 
during the faid Space or Term of Five Years; and (hall and will find .and provide for and allow 
to each and every fuch Bullock, Food and Provender of the beft Sorts, Kinds, and Quantities, 
which can be had or procured, and in the refpeftive Quantities following; that is to fay, to each 
Bullock Three Seers of Gram for each Day when the Army (hall not be on a March, together with 
a proper Quantity of Fodder; and when the Army (hall be on March, the Quantity of Four 
Seers of Gram, and on Halting Days Three Seers of Gram and Five Seers of Straw or Grafs: 
And the faid Charles Croftes, for himfelf, his Heirs, Fixccutors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns, doth 
further promife and agree, that in cafe the (aid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or 
Affigns, lhall, at any Time during tl* Continuance of thefe Prefents, ncgledt to fiipply and allow 
to each and every Bullock fuch refpeftive Quantities and Allowances of Food and Provender at 
aforefaid, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, lhall and 
will, for every fuch Negleft or Omiffion, well and truly pay to the faid United Company, their 
SuccelTors or Affigns, a Sum of Money equal to Three Times the Bazar or Market Price of every 
Seer of Gram which lhall have been deficient or wanting to complete the full Allowance which 
ought to have been given to each rrfpeftive Bullock, as above-mentioned; and in cafe the Officer 
for the Time being holding the Command of the faid Army of the faid United Company, or of 
any Detachment or Part thereof, with wMch fuch Bullocks, or any of them, lhall be on Service, 
(hall deem it expedient to order that an Increafe of Food lhall be allowed to the Bullocks on 
fuch Service, then the faid Charles Croftes doth, for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, Admit. 

10 • niftrators, 
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hiCtratofs, and Affigns, covenant, promifc, and agree to and with the faid United Company, their' 
SucceflTofs and Afljgns, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or AfTigns, 
lhall and will, on the Receipt of fuch Orders, or Notice in Writing for that Purpofe delivered to 
him, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, or to any Deputy or Agent of the faid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, attendant on the fame Bufinefs, well and truly 
provide for, and give and allow to fuch Bullocks, all and every fuch further and additional Quan¬ 
tity of Food and Provender as fuch Commanding Officer lhall think proper to direft and order 
for the fame j which Order, fo to be delivered as aforefaid, fhall fpccify the additional Quantity 
of Food fo to be provided, and lhall be ufed and received by the laid United Company, and their 
Agents, Succeflbrs, and Affigns, as a good and fufficient Voucher on the Part of the faid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, for his or their drawing for the additional or 
extra Supply of Food, to be paid for by the faid United Company at the Rates hereinafter men¬ 
tioned: And the faid Charles Croftes, for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiftrators, and 
Affigns, doth further covenanr, promife, and agree, to and with the faid United Company, their 
Succeflbrs and Affigns, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or 
Affigns, fhall and will furnifh and keep a Driver or Keeper to every Pair of Bullocks, whether 
Draft or Carriage, for the Purpofe of attending, and keeping, and loading, and unloading the 
fame Bullocks j together with one other Perfon, as a Sirdar or Head Man, to every Six Drivers 
ot Keepers, to oblige the fame Drivers or Keepers refpeflively to a due Difcharge of their 
Labour and Duty; which faid Drivers and Keepers, and their Sirdars or Head Men, fo to be 
employed as aforefaid, fhall be muftered with the Bullocks, when and as often as the fame 
Bullocks fhall be muftered, and a Return be made of fuch Drivers or Keepers, and Sirdars, in 
like Manner as fhall be made of the Bullocks; each of which Drivers or Keepers fhall be found and 
fupplied by the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, once in every Three 
Months during the Continuance of thefe Prefents, with a Pair of Shoes, a blue Turban, and 
blue Commerband, together with a Driving Staff, and Six Cubits of Ropej the fame Articles of 
Drefs and Accoutrements to be equal and agreeable to a Mufter or Pattern for the fame, to be 
approved by the Commanding Officer of the Artillery for the Time being where the fame Bullocks 
lhall be ufed: And the faid Charles Croftes, for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, Admini¬ 
ftrators, and Affigns, doth further promife and agree to and with the laid United Company, 
their Succeffors and Affigns, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, 
and Affigns, lhall and will, during the Continuance of thefe Prefents, well and truly pay, or 
Caufe to be paid, to each and every of the Sirdars or Head Men aforefaid, the Monthly Wages or 
Sum of Six Sicca Rupees, and to each Driver or Keeper Five Sicca Rupees, in Manner fol¬ 
lowing j that is to fay. Four Sicca Rupees, Part of the faid Five Sicca Rupees fo to be paid 
to each Driver, lhall be paid to fuch Driver in the Field, in the Prefence of any fuch 
Officer or Perfon as the Commanding Officer of Artillery, or the Officer of the Trains, fhall 
think proper to appoint to fee fuch Payments, and the remaining One Rupee to be kept by 
the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, to enable him or them to 
purchafe and fupply each Driver once in every Three Moiuhs with One of each of the above 
Articles of Drefs and Accoutrements. And alfo. That he the faid Charles Croftes, his Execu¬ 
tors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, fhall and will find and provide for all and every fuch Draft Bul¬ 
locks, when ready for mufter at the Times and Places herein before covenanted and agreed on, 
good and fufficient Bridles and Picket Ropes, and for the Carriage Bullocks a Pad, Bridle, and 
Picket Rope for each and every of them, agreeable to a certain Mufter or Pattern for the fame, 
which lhall be approved of by the Commanding Officer of Artillery for the Time being. And 
the faid Charles Croftes doth hereby for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiftrators, and 
Affigns, further covenant, promife, and agree to and with the faid United Company, their Suc- 
ceffors and Affigns, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Ailminiflrators, and Affigns, 
lhall and will, during fuch Term of Five Years as aforefaid, well and truly find and provide for all 
and every the Camels now kept, or to be hereafter kept, during the Continuance of thefe Prefents, 
by the faid United Company, or their Military Eftablifhment within the Provinces of Bengal, 
B.ihar, or Oriffa, or without the faid Provinces, wherever the faid Army, or any Detachment 
therefrom, may chance to be, with good, fufficient, and proper Food and Provender; and alfo 
With a proper Number of Servants to attend upon and to take Care of fuch Camels, and all and 
dvery of them; fo that no further Expence fliall arife or accrue to the faid United Company, 
their Succeffors or Affigns, on account of the keeping or providing with Food fuch Camels, 
than what is agreed by the faid United Company to be paid for the fame as hereinafter is men¬ 
tioned. And alfo, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns, 
lhall and will well and truly fuftain, bear, and pay all l.oires. Damages, and Expenccs what- 
foever, which Jliall or may accrue or happen during the Continuance of thefe Prefenis, as well to 
the laid Bullocks as to the faid Camels, which lhall be the Property of the faid Charles Croftes, 
hi.s Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, whether the fame fhall happen and arife from the At¬ 
tack of Enemies, or from the Death of any or cither of the laid Bullocks or Camels, or from 
any other Caufe whatever, fave and except as hereinafter is excepted, fo that the faid United 
Company lhall not lliffer, fuftain, or be put to any other Charge of F-xpcnce whatever, for the 
fteding of Camels and the fupplying and feeding of Bullocks for the Ufe of their Army, in 
' Manner 
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Manner aforementioned, other than the feveral Sums of Money hereinafter agreed to be paid hf 
them to the faid Charles Croftes for the fame: Provided always, that in cafe any LolTes or Lofs of 
the faid Bullocks, or any or cither of them, fliall happen by Death occafioncd from forced and 
extraordinary Marches (fuch forced March to be confidered and taken to be any one March exr 
ceeding Eight Cofs in the Space of Twenty-four Hours) or by the overloading the fame Bul¬ 
locks, or any of them, or the compelling them, or aoy other of them, to carry at any one Time 
any Weight or Burthen exceeding One hundred and Sixty Pounds, then the fame Bullocks or 
Bullock which may happen to be killed by fuch Means, lhall be replaced at the proper Cofts and 
Charges of the faid United Company, their Succeflbrs or Afllgns: And the faid Charles Croftes, 
his Executors, Adminiftrators, or AlTigns, lhall and will, on Notice in Writing given to the 
faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or AflTigns, requiring the fame, well and 
truly find and provide other (it and proper Bullocks in the Place or Stead of all fuch as (hall or 
may happen to be killed, or which may at any Time be ftolen or taken away by the Enemy, 
within the refpeftive Times hereinafter for that Purpofe mentioned, and according to the Num¬ 
ber which may be wanted on any fuch Occafions, under and fubjeft to the Payment of the feve- 
ral Penalties hereinafter for that Purpofe exprelTcd and agreed upon, in Default of the fame Bul¬ 
locks, or any or either of them, being fo found or provided; that is to fay. That he the faid 
Charles Croftes (hall and will find and provide any Number of Bullocks, not exceeding Twelve, 
in the Space of Six Hours from the Time of fuch Notice being delivered to him the faid 
Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afiigns, or his or their certain Deputy; and 
(hall and will find and provide Twenty-four Bullocks within the Space of Twelve Hours; and 
(hall and will find and provide any Number of Bullocks within Forty, in the Space of Two Days 
from the Time of the Delivery of fuch Notice} Sixty Bullocks in Four Days; One hundred 
Bullocks in the Space of Six Days; and Two hundred Bullocks in the Space of Eight Days t 
And in cafe of any Failure or Default to be made by the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, 
Adminiftrators, or AfTigns, in the finding and providing other fit and proper Bullocks in the 
Place or Stead of all fuch as (hall or may be killed, ftolen, or taken away, and on fuch Requi> 
fitions as aforefaid, he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, and AlTigns, mall 
and will well and truly pay, or caufc to be paid, to the faid United Company, their SuccelTors or 
Alfigns, a Penalty or Forfeiture of Sixteen Rupees for each and every Bullock which (hall be 
wanting and deficient to compleat and make up the Number of Bullocks fo to be required in 
Manner aforementioned. And alfo. That he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftra¬ 
tors, and AlTigns, (hall and will, during the Continuance of thefe Frefents, furnilh and provide, 
and keep in good and fufficient Repair, Six Breaking-in Carriages to each refpe£tive Brigade of 
the Troops of the faid United Company, for the Purpofe of training and maintaining in due 
Exercife, Order, and Readinefs for Service, the Draft and Carriage Bullocks fo to be provided 
as aforefaid. And alfo, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors or Adminiftrators, (hall 
not, nor will, at any Time during the Continuance of thefe Prefents, for the Purpofe of fulfilling 
the Conditions or Agreements m thefe Prefents contained, or any or either of them, either 
direftly or indircftly, hire from or employ any Bullocks or Camels whatfoever, which (hall 
or may be the Property of or belonging to any OlHcer, Civil or Military, in the Service of the faid 
United Company; and that in cafe any Bullocks or Bullock, Camels or Camel, belonging to any 
fuch Officer, (hall be fo hired or employed, then he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Ad¬ 
miniftrators, and Alfigns, lhall, on Proof thereof before the faid Governor General and Council, 
well and truly pay or caufe to be paid to the faid United Company, for every Bullock or Camel 
fo employed, a Penalty or Sum of Fifty Sieex Rupees; And alio, that he the faid Charles Croftes, 
his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns, for the Purpofe of properly fulfilling this ContrafV, 
and the feveral Conditions and Agreements herein contained, (ball and will, at his and their own 
proper Cofts and Charges, at all Times during the Continuance of thefe Prefents, keep a capable 
and fufficient Deputy with every Detachment of the Troops of the faid United Company, to an- 
fwer the Demands and obey the Direftions and Orders of the Commanding Officer of iuch De¬ 
tachments refpeftively, and to perform the Covenants and Conditions hereinbefore contained, 
on the Part and Behalf of the faid Charles Croftes to be done and performed; which Deputy and 
Deputies are refpedlively to be firft approved by the Governor General for the Time being of the 
faid Prefidency; and every fuch Deputy (hall, before entering on the Service and Duty amrefaid, 
give fuch rcafonablc Security as (hal be required by the faid Governor General, npt to engage in 
any other Trade or Bufinefs whatfoe\|er. And that the faid United Company, for the Confiderations 
aforefaid, for themfelves, their Succ^fTors, and Afitgns, 4 o hereby covenant, promife, and agree, 
to and with the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Alfigns, that they the 
faid United Company, their SuccelTors and Alfigns, (half and will, for and during the faid Space 
or Term of Five Years from the Day of the Date of tHe(? Prefents, well and truly pay or caufe 
to be paid unto the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Alfigns, for the faid 
feveral Number or Complements of Four thoufand Draft and Two thoufand and Seven hundred 
Carriage Bullocks, the Drivers and Sirdars to keep and attend the fame, and for the Care, Ma¬ 
nagement, and Feeding of the faid Bullocks, and for the furnilhing and providing the fame with 
Pads, Pickets, and Ropes, as aforementioned at and after the feveral Rates and Prices hereinaf-. 
ter mentioned and fet tord; that is to fay, for eve^ Sirdar or Headman, at and after the Rate 
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6tS\x S 5 cc» Rupe<js , !«V ^s|Ch?'t|iid mry Month of the Term aforeftid j and for every tofhniort 
Driver moftered vfith the Drtfa and Accoutrementt aa hereinbefore more particularly dcfcribedi at 
and rfter the Rate of Five ^ca Rupees for each and every Calendar Month of the Term aforefaid } 
foe an Allowance of Three Seer of Gram per Diem to each Bdllock, whether Draft or Carriage^ 
making the Amount of Two Maunds and Ten Seefs for every Bullock per Month, at and after 
the Rate or Price of One Rupee for every Twenty-four Seer, making an Allowance for eacli Bul- 
Ibck per Menfem of Sicca Rupees Three and Twelve Annas, and for every Seer of Gram, which 
lhall be ordered and given on marching Days beyond the ufual Allowance of Food, by Order of 
the Cewnmanding Officer as hereinbefore fet forth, at and after the fame Rate of One Sicca Ru¬ 
pee for every Twenty-four Seer ; and for Picket Ropes and Pads fo to be provided to all and 
every fuch Draft and Carriage Bullock in manner aforementioned, at and after the Rate of One 
Sicca Rupee per Month for each refpeftive Bullock, whether Draft or Carriage, during the Tcrni 
aforefaid) and as a Compenfation for the life and Hire of the fame Bullocks, and for all 
Damages which the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, lhall or may 
be liable and fubjeft to from the Death of the faid Bullocks, otherwife than from any forced 
Marches or overloading as aforefaid, at and after the Rate of One Sicca Rupee per Month, mak¬ 
ing together in the whole an Allowance of Five Sicca Rupees and Twelve Annas, to be paid for 
every Bullock fo to be employed as herein beforementioned, exclufive of the Wages allowed to 
the Drivers and Sirdars as abovcmentioned $ and alfo (hall and will repay to the faid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, all fuch Cofts and Charges whatfo- 
ever as fhall or may accrue from the Death of any Bullocks killed or dying, either from 
overloading or from any forced Marches as hereinbefore mentioned ; and alfo lhall and 
will well and truly pay, or caufe to be paid, to the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors^ 
Adminiftrators, or Afligns, for his Care and Management, and for the keeping and provid¬ 
ing with Servants, as hereinbefore is mentioned, the Camels to be employed in the Service 
of the Army of the faid United Company, wherever the Army or Troops of the faid United 
Company may be during fuch Time as aforefaid, the feveral Sums of Money following; that is 
to fay, for all and every the Camel and Camels which lhall be the Property of and belong to the 
faid United Company, the Sum of Sonaut Rupees Sixteen per Menfem, and for each and every 
fuch Camel and Camels which lhall or may tv the Property of and belonging to him the faid 
Charles Croftes, his Execumrs or Adminilmtors, and v^ich lhall or may, at any Time during 
fuch Space of Years aforefaid, be employed by the faid United Company for the Service of the 
Army or Troops aforefaid, the Sum of Sonaut Rupees Thirty per Menfem; and the faid United 
Company do alfo covenant, promife, and agree to pay to the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors^ 
Adminiftratoi%, or Afligns Yearly, the Sum of Sicca Rupees Three hundred for each Breaking-in 
Carriage fo tof be furnilhed and provided by the faid Charles Croftes, as hereinbefore is for that 
Purpofe mentioned j and further, that they the faid United Company, their Succeflbrs or Afligns, 
lhall and will Well and truly pay, of caufe to be paid, to the faid Charles Croftes, his Execotors, 
Adminiftratom, or Afligns, all fuch Sum and Sums of Money fo to become due and owing as 
hereinbefore is mentioned, immediately on the Bill or Bills for the fame being prefented to the 
Military Payrtiaftcr of the faid United Company, provided that fuch Bill or Bills be firft figncd 
by the Comn#nding Officer of Artillery, and be coiinterfigned hy the Coi-nmanding Officer cf* 
the Troops of Station to which the Bullocks or Camels for whom fuch Pay lhall be drawn 
lhall be attached, if fuch lafe-mentioned Officer lhall be of fuperior Rank to the Commanding 
Officer of Artillery, and not otherwife, and alfo be certified by fuch Officer’s pafling and allow¬ 
ing the fame Bills and Bill as juftly due, according to the Terms of thefe Preients, within Four 
Days after the Mufter of fuch Bullocks and Canids j which Bills, when certified as aforefaid, 
llhdl pafs as Vouchers through the Office of the Commiflary General for the Time being, within 
the Space of Eight Days, and the Amount that Ihdl be thereupon certified to be due, fhall be paid 
by the Military Pwmafter of the faid United Company for the Time being, or his Deputy, oil 
the Prefttttment of the feme as hereinbefore mentioned ■, and for the greater Convenience of the 
faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afligns, it is hereby declared and agrbed, 
that -til fuch Bills fo certified in Manner aforefaid, lhall be paid or difeharged, Cither at the Placd 
ok Places relpeftively where the feme lhall become due, or at the Piefidency of Fort William, 
at the Will and Option of him the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, and 
Affigns: And further, that they the faid United Company, their Succeflbrs or Afligns, lhall and 
w-iR, from Time to Time, and at all Times during the Continuance of thefe Prefents, immedi¬ 
ately on Application being made for the feme, well and truly furnifli and provide the faid 
Charles Croms, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afligns, with all and every foch and fo many 
g^d and fufficient Efeort and Efcbrts, as may be neceflary for conveying in Safety the faid Bul¬ 
locks and Camels to and from the Army, or to and from any Detachment thereof, as Occafions 
may rcauire; and when at t>r with fuch Army or Detachment, lhall and will find and proVidC 
for the fame Bullocks and Camels fuch Safeguards as the Strength of fuch Army or Detachment 
will admit and allow of, the feme to be judged of by the Commanding Officer of fuch Army 
or Detachment r and alfo lhall and will find and provide all fuch fufficient Efeort and Eicorts 
as-may be ncccffary to attend and fafcly to convey to the faid Army, or any Detachment thereof, 
all Bullocks or Carriages Ipaded with Gram, for the yfe of the Draft and CarrIage’“BulIocks 
lb to be employed in the Service of the Army as aforefeid, all which Carriage Bullocks fo to 
Sit. Com. Rep. IX. * h • bi 
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te loaded Gram, lhall be allowed and, pemkted to. attend aad accenlpnny.the Aid Amiy» of- 
any DetachmcDt thereof, and be'fumifhed, in cafe of Danger, with fufficient Safeguards to take Carer 
of and defend them. And the faid United Company, for themfelves, their Succe^ors, and Aligns, 
do further covenant, promife, and agree, to and with the faid Charges Croftes, his Executors, 
Adminiliracors, and Aligns, that they the faid United Company, the better to enable the laid 
Charles Croftes to purchafe and provide proper and fufficient Stock of Cattle for the Purpofe of 
fully performing die Covenants and Agreements on his Part hereinbefore contained, fliall and 
will well and truly lend and advance to the faid Charles Crofres from the Treafury of the faid 
United Company (on his requiring the fame) any Sum or Sums of Money not exceeding in the 
Whole the Amount of Three Fourths of the Value of t^ Stock fo to be provided by the faid Charles 
Croftes, as hereinbefore mentioned, he the faid Charles Croftes previoady giving good and fuf-, 
heient Security to the faid United Company, to the Satisfa^lion and good Liking of the Governor 
General and Council of the Prcfidcncy of fort William for the Time being, faithfully to account 
for all and every fuch Sum or Sums of Money fo to be advanced to him as aforefaid, and to 
perrpit and fuffer the fame Sums of h^oncy to be deduced and retained by the faid United 
Company, their SuccelTors and Afligns, out of fuch the Payments to be made 1 ^ the faid United 
Company in purfuance of the Covenant hereinbefore on their Part and Behalf contained: And 
that they the faid United Company lhall and will grant to the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, 
Adminiftratocs, and Alfigns, a good and fufficient Spot or Piece of Ground, at fome Place withia 
the Diftance of Fifteen Miles of the Prefidency of Fort William aforefaid (not exceeding in 
Quantity Two thoufand Begahs) whereon to feed and keep, or depafturc fuch Cattle as Occa-, 
fions lhall require j an*d lhall and will feal and execute to the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, 
Adminiftrators, and Afligns, a Leafe or Graq( of the fame Spot of Ground, dufiag the faid Term 
of Five Years; And it is hereby further covenanted and agreed by and between the Parties to 
thefe Prefents, that if at any Time during the Continuance of thefe Prefents, the Urgency of 
Affairs Ihould require a further or greater Number of Draft ani#^Carriage Bullocks, for the 
immediate Ufc of the Army, or any Detachment thereof, than thofe already engaged to be-fup- 
plicd as aforefaid, then that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or. 
Afligns, lliall and will Bnd and provide the fame within fuch Times as are hereinafter for that 
Purpofe mentioned, after Notice in Writing delivered to the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, 
Adminiftrators, Deputy, or Afligns, of the Want thereof,* that is to fay, that he the faid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, lhall and will find and provide any fuch addi¬ 
tional Number of Bullocks good and fufficient, and capable of the Duty aforefaid, not exceeding 
Two hundred, within the Space of Six Weeks j any Number not exceeding Five hundred within 
the Space of Two Months, any Number not excelling Eight hundred within the Space of Three 
Months, and any Number not exceeding One thoufand and Six hundred within the Space 
of Four Months; and in cafe of Dcuult or Ncgkft in the Provifion and Supply of 
fuch extra Number of Bullocks, or any or either of them, to be required as -aforefaid, 
and within llich Times as aforefaid, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Ad- 
miniftrators and Afligns, lhall and will forfeit and pay to the faid United Company, their Suc- 
ceflbrs or Afligns, a Penalty at and after the Rate of Sixteen Sicca Rupees for each and ev<;ry 
Bullock fo to be required, and which lhall not be found and provided; and for every extra Bul¬ 
lock fo to be found and provided by the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or 
Afligns, as laft aforefaid, he the faid Charles Croftes, hia Executors, Adminiftrators, and Affigns; 
on Approval thereof, as hereinafter mentioned, ftiall have and receive from the faid United Com¬ 
pany, their Succeflbrs or Affigns, a Bounty or. Gratitude of Ten Sicca Rupees for every fuch 
extra Bullock ; which extra Bullocks, when provided, arc to be fubjeft to the fame Regulation, 
Jnfpeftion, and Power of Rejeftion, as the faid Four thoufand Draft and Two thoufand and Seven 
hundred Carriage Bullocks hereinbefore covenanted to be found and provided, and examined, 
and rejefted or approved, as hereinbefore arc for thofe refpeftive Purpofes fet forth. 

And it is further Covenanted, Declared, and Agreed, by and between the faiti Parties to thefe 
Prefents, That for the Purpofe of keeping and preferving in good Order and Exercife, and fit for 
immediate Ufc, all fuch Bullocks as aforefaid, the fame Draft and Carriage Bullocks to each Bri- ■ 
gadc belonging, and when not on Service (Standing Camps not excepted) lhall Twice every, 
Week perform the following Work;} (that is to fay^ the Draft Bullocks, with the Carriages 
loaded as in Service, attended by their Drivers and Sirdars, and the Carnage Bullocks, loaded 
with their ftipulated Burthens, ftiall march or be worked the Diftance of Six Cofs, or Twelve 
Knglilh Miles; the fame to be doncjwithin Eight Hours in dry Seafon, from the Month pf De¬ 
cember to the Firft Day of June in each Year; and the like March within the Space of Ten, 
Hours in the rainy Seafon; the fame Work to be performed under the infpeflion of feme One , 
Commiffioned Officer of the Artille^, to be appointed by the Commanding Officer for the Time 
being; which Officer lhall from TiuSc to Time report to the Commanding Officer the Perform¬ 
ance of the Bullocks in fuch aforefaid Marches, and who lhall thereupon, in the Monthly Review 
Roll of the Army, infert fuch Report, with fuch. Remark or Remarks as he lhall judge nccclTary, 
for the'Information of the Commiftary General for the Time being, the more eflreftualTy to enable 
him, fuch CommiOary General, to controul the Bills and Charges to arife, or be due and payable 
oa Account of tliefe Prefents. 

And it is hereby further Covenanted, Declared, and Agreed, by .$nd between the laid 

Parties 
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ptrties CO theft Prcfents, That in cafe any of the Bullocks fo ptovidcd fliall be found ufldble 
and infuflicient to perform the .March or Marches aforefaid, that only Half the Pay and Allows 
ance fhall be paid to the ContraAor for fuch unable and infuflicient Bullocks, although 
fuch Bullocks (hall or may be of the Age, Size, and Standard, hereinbefore (lipulated and 
agreed on# 

And it is further Declared and Agreed, That in cafe of any Difference or Difpute, touching, 
or in anywife concerning, the Suflicicncy and Ability of any Bullock or Bullocks to perform 
fuch March or Marches aforefaid, (hat the fame (hall be finally determined by the Judgment of 
the M^ority of the Three fcveral Perfons hereinbefore mentioned, to be appointed as Infpeftors 
of the ume Bullocks, of which each Party fhall finally abide. 

Provided neverthelefs, That nothing hereinbefore contained, in anywife refpefling fuch 
Marches fo to be performed for the Work and Excrcife of the Bullocks, (hall take place or 
be in force till after the Expiration of Nine Months from the Day of the Date of thefe Pre- 
fents, it being the full Intent and Meaning of thefe Prefents, and the Parties to the fame, that 
the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afligns, fhall be allowed the faid 
Space of Nine Months to train and cxcrcifc the fame Bullocks for their refpeftive Labours 
aforefaid. 

Provided alfo, and it is hereby Declared and Agreed by and between the faid Parties to thefe 
Prefents, That in cafe the faid United Company, their Succeffors or Afligns, fhall, at the Expiration 
of Eighteen Months from the Date of thefe Prefents, be minded or dcfirous to reduce the faid 
Complement or Number of Four thoufand Draft and Two thoufand and Seven hundred Carriage 
Bullocks, to any reduced or inferior Number, that then and in fuch Cafe it fhall and may be 
lawful to and for the faid United Company, their Succeffors or Affigns, fo to reduce the fame, 
giving Six Months Notice in Writing to him the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Admini¬ 
ftrators, or Afligns, of fuch Intention j fpccifying alfo in fuch Notice the Number of Bullocks to 
be difmiflcd and difeharged j at the Expiration of which Six Months fuch Redudtion fhall or may 
take Place, and not fooncr: And in cafe the faid United Company, their Succeffors or Afligns, fhall 
reduce fuch aforefaid Complement of Four thoufand Draft and Two thoufand and Seven hundred 
Carriage Bullocks in Manner aforementioned, that then, and in fuch Cafe, the faid United Com¬ 
pany, their Succeffors or Affigns, fhall and will well and truly pay or caufe to be paid to the 
faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiflrrators, or Afligns, for each and eveiy Bullock which 
(hall be fo difmiffed as aforefaid, a Compenfation or Gratuity of Thirteen Sicca Rupees for each 
and every Year which (hall remain unexpired of the Term of thefe Prefents, and for which 
Period fucl|,Bullpck or Bullocks would have been employed and retained by virtue hereof, had 
no fuch Reduftibn as aforefaid been made} the Sum or Sums of Money fo to become due and 
owing, to be paid to the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afligns, when 
and as foon as.fuch Reduflion (hall take place, in Manner aforementioned i the fame to be con- 
fidered and received by the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afligns, as a 
full and entire Compenfation for all Loffes which he or they may bear or fuffer by the fuper- 
fluous Stock which will remain on his or their Hands, in confequcnce of fuch Redudiion, and as 
well as of all pamages which he or they (hall or may fuftain or fuffer by reafon thereof, in any 
Manner or wife. 

Provided allb, and it is hereby further Declared and Agreed by and between the faid Parties 
to thefe Prefents, That it (hall and may be lawful to and for the faid United Company, their 
Succeffo^and Afligns, to lengthen and extend thefe Prefents, and the Agreements herein con¬ 
tained, dfnng the Term of One Year beyond the Term of Five Years, hereinbefore mentioned 
and expreffed for the Limitation hereof, in cafe the faid United Company, their SuccelTors or 
Afligns, (hall be minded or deflrous fo to do, on One Year’s Notice in Writing being for that 
Purpofe given by the faid Governor General and Council on the Part of the faid United Com¬ 
pany, their Succeffors or Afligns, to the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or 
Affigns; But it is hereby Declared and Agreed, That they the faid United Company, their Suc¬ 
ceffors and Afligns, (hall, on or before the Expiration of Four Years from the Day of the Date 
of thefe Prefents, give Notice, or fome Declaration in Writing, to the faid Charles Croftes, his 
Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afligns, whether they mean and intend to lengthen and extend the 
lame ContraA or not and in cafe no fuch Notice as laft aforefaid fliall be given to the faid 
Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afligns, by or on the Part of the faid United 
Company, their Succeffors or Afligns, of their Intention not to lengthen and extend the Term of 
the laid Contradb, but that the fame (hall ceafe and determine at the Expiration of the 7 'crm 
hereinbefore limited, then, and in that Cafe, it is hereby declared and agreed, that thefe Pre¬ 
fents, and all and lingular the Covenants, Conditions, Articles, and Agreements, hereinbefore 
mentioned and contained on the refpeftive Parts and Behalves of the faid United Company, their 
Succeffors or Afligns, and the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afligns, 
(hall and are hereby declared and agreed to be extended, lengthened, and continued for the Space 
of One Year beyond thir Term of Five Years, hereinbefore limited; (that is to fay) from the 
Day of the Date of thefe Prefents unto the Firft Day of September, which will be in the Ye.ir of 
our Lord One thoufand Seven hundred and Eighty-five, fubjecl: to all and Angular the Cove¬ 
nants, Provifoes, Ciaufes, and Agreements herein contained, in like Manner as if thefe Prefents 
had been ori^nally made for the Space and Term of Six Years, inftditd of the Term of Five 

■ 6 Years: 
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Vears: And thef the faid Parties to thefe Prefents, do hereby promife and agree with the stheht 
and other of them, in cafe no fuch Notice as laft aforeOiid (ball be given, that they-the fidd 
Parties lhall and will, on their and each of their refpeAive Parts and Behalves, well and truly 
obfcrvc, perform, and keep, all and fingular the Coveaanta, CUufes, Conditions, and Agreeihents 
hereinbefore contained on their rcfpeaivc Parts and Behalves to be obfcrved, performed, and 
kept, during fuch further and extended Term of One Year, as fully and amply as if the fame had 
been originally made for fuch Term of Six Years. ♦ 

And the faid Charles Croftes, for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminiftrators, doth 
further covenant, promife, and agree, to and with the faid United Company, their Suc< 
ceiTors or Afligns, that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or AfTigns, 
ihall and will, at the Expiration of thefe Prefents, well and truly deliver over to any 
fucceeding Contraftor, or to any other Pfcrfon or ^rfons whom the faid United Com¬ 
pany, or the Governor General and Council of the Prcfidency aforefaid for the Time beings 
ihall appoint for receiving th^ fame,' all and every the Camel and Camels which ihall be 
the Property of or belonging to the faid United Company, and which at fuch Time as aforefaid 
happen to be in the Cuftody or Power of him the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Admini* 
ftrators, or Afligns. In witnefs whereof the Honourable Warren Haftings, as Governor General, 
Richard Barwell, Philip Francis, and Edward Wheler, Efquires, and Lieutenant General Sir 
Eyre Cootc, Knight of the Mod Honourable Order of the Bath, as Counfellors of the Prcfidency 
of Fort William aforefaid, have figned their Names, and fet the common Seal of the faid United 
Company to One Part of thefe Articles, remaining with the faid Charles Croftes g and to the other 
Part thereof, remaining with the faid United Company, the faid Charles Croftes has fet his Hand 
and Seal, the Day and Year firft above written. 

(Signed) Charles Croftes. 

Sealed and delivered (where no Stamps arc in Ufe 
or to be had) in the Prcfcnce of 

(Signed) Ifaac Baugh, 

Tho* Ivory. 


ARTICLES of AGREEMENT indented, had> made, concluded, and folly agreed uponw 
this Firft Day of September, in the Year of our Lord Chrift One thoufand Seven hundred 
and Seventy-nine, between the United Company of Merchants of England trading,to' the Eaft 
Indies of the One Part, and Charles Croftes of Calcutta, in the Province of Mer¬ 

chant, of the other Part, in Manner and Form following: that is to fay. 

The faid Charles Croftes, for and in Confideration of the fcfvcral Sums of Money, Covenants, 
and Agreements, hereinafter contained, on the Part and Behalf of the faid United Company to be 
paid, done, and performed, doth, for himftlf, his Hein, Execut’ors, Adminiftrators, and Alligns, 
covenant, promife, and agree, to and with the faid United Company, their SoccelTors and Afligns, 
that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afligns, Ihall and will, at his 
and their own proper Cofts and Charges, from the Day of the Date of thefe Prefents, for and 
during, and until the full End and Term of Five Years from hence next enfoing, and fully to 
be complete and ended, well and truly find for, and fupply and furnifh to, all the European Troops 
now employed, or which hereafter, during fuch Term of Five Years, may be employed i||| the Ser¬ 
vice of the faid United Company, in the Provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Oriflk, an^t all and 
every other Parts and Places within the Bengal Eftablifhment, the feveral Meats, and Provtfiom, 
and Drink, and Neceflaries hereinafter fpecified, at the feveral Rates and Prices hereinafter for 
that Purpofe fet forth j that is to fay, That he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adnvifti- 
ftrators, or Afligns, ihall and will, during fuch Term of Years as aforefaid, find and provide, and 
well and truly deliver to every European Soldier employed on Service in the Field, for each Day’s 
Provifions and NecefTaries during the faid Term of Five Years, One Pound of good Beef or Mut¬ 
ton, and Oi>c Pound of Bread, or in lieu of fuch Bread> One Seer of Rke, and Two Drams of 
good Batavia Arrack, of the Quantity of Forty Drams to the Gallon, and allb foch Quantity of 
Salt and Fire Wood, and fuch Number of Pots and Pans, as are hereinafter particularized and fet 
forth j that is to fay, to each Soldier per Day, One Chittack of Salt, and Two Seers of Fire Wood, 
when on full Batta, and the like (^antjty of Salt and Fire Wood on every Second Day* when oit 
half Batta; and alfo fhall and will well and truly deliver Two Earthen Pots every Morning, 
when on March, to each and every Mefs of Five Men of fuch Troops, and One Arrack Pot to- 
each and every Company, but no uich Allowances of Pots whatfoever is or fhall be made when 
the fame Troops are in Charters, excepting to Recruits upon the firft landing of all and every 
fuch Recruits, and then to be delivered in the Proportions abovementioaed; but whenever the 
fame Troops or any of them ihall be in Cantonments or Garrifon, and jwt upon Duty in the 
Field, then that he the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftratoiffbr Afligns, fbaB only 
find and provide, and deliver to them alternately on One Day, the like Quantity of Provifions 
hereinbefore exprefled and agreed to be delivered as aforefaid, without the Quantity of liquor 
heforementioned, and on the enfuing Day the Liquor without the Provifions, and w on alter¬ 
nately, the Liquor and Provifions on every other Day, during the Time the fimeTroops fhall- 
fo. continue in Cantonments or Garrifon as aforefaid, fave and except as to the Troops in Garri- 
6 fon 
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p^iiticularly: mentioned and provided for; 
a )4 fttio>.tbet ^ ludp4t)0V^li»«nd Liquor, to bc/fo provided and fbppUed by him the faid 
Charles Ctofies, hUJ^xeoutoo, Admlniftrators, or AfUgna, as aforefaid, Ihall be of-rhe beft Sorts and 
can poQibl^'bc. obtained, and fiich m fhall be a^uoved by the Commanding Officers 
belonging, toioch Troops, refpe^ively fqr' the Time being, before that the fame 
^rOviiSboa apd-Neceflartea ve deliwred. Provided always, and it is hereby agreed by and be¬ 
tween the faid Parties to thefe Prefents, that in cafe at any Time during the faid Space of Five 
Y«af9» .tbc feveral Sorts of Proviftons hereinbefore fpecified, or any or either of them, fhall not 
be procurable, or to be had or obtained, byreafonot the faid Troops bei^ in any Place or Places 
where the fame Proviftons and Liquors cannot be procured, then and in fuch Cafe the faid Charles 
CtOftes*. his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afllgns, fhall pay, or caufe to be paid, to each of fuch 
Soldiers refpciftively, in the Lieu and Stead thereof, the following fevcral Sums of Money i that is 
tO 'fhy; in cafe no Seefor Mutton is to be had or obtained as aforefaid, that he the faid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adntiniftrators, or AfTtgns, fhall well and truly pay to each of fuch Men 
at , the Rate of One Third Part of his Contract or Monthly Allowance of Ten Sonaut Rupees, here¬ 
inafter mentioned and agreed to be paid for each Man’s Allowance, by the faid United Com¬ 
pany,- and fo. in that Manner and after that Proportion, in cafe of the Failure of Bread or Rice, 
and in like Proportion in cafe of the Failure of Arrack: And for the Purpofes of properly ful¬ 
filling and performing the Covenants and Acreements hereinbefore contained on the Part of the 
faid .Charles Crofees, his Executors, Adminifrrators, or Afllgns, to be done and performed, he the 
faid Charles Croftes, for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afligns, doth further 
promife and agree with the faid. United Company, their SuccefTors and AfTigns, that he the faid. 
Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Afligns, fhall and will, at his and their own 
uroper Cofts and Charges, at all Times during the Continuance of thefe Prefents, well and truly 
keep and maintain a capable and fufHcient Deputy with every Detachment of the faid Troops, 
to anfwer and comply with the Demands and Orders of the Commanding Officer of fuch Detach¬ 
ment for the Time being, and to perform all the Conditions and Agreements hereinbefore con¬ 
tained on the Part and Behalf or the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, and 
Afligns, to be obferved, fulfilled, and kept: And the faid United Company of Merchants of 
England trading to the Eaft Indies, for the Confiderations aforefaid, do hereby for themfelves, 
their SuccefTors and Afligns, cpvenanc and agree with the faid Charles Croftes, his Exe¬ 
cutors, Adminiftrators, and Afllgns, by thefe ft-efents, that they the faid United Company, their 
Succeffo^? and Afllgns, fhall and will, for and during fuch Term of Five Years fiom the Day 
of the.l ^^ft f thefe Prefents next enfuing, well and truly i>ay, or caufe to be paid, to the faid 
Charles his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afllgns, within One Month at furtheft after the 

Bill of the fail Charles Croftes Hiall be prefented, duly attefted, and allowed by the Commifliiry 
General for th^ Time being as juftly due, in virtue of thefe Prefents, the fcveral Sums of Money 
hereinafter mentioned; that is to fay, the Sum of Teh Sonaut Rupees (at the Rate of Eleven per 
Cent. Batta nnore than the Current Rupee) for the Viflualling of each and every Man of the 
Troops aforeO^id, for each and every Month of the Term of Five Years aforefaid, when fuch Men 
.(hall.oe onDdly in the Field, and the Sum of Five Sonaut Rupees for each of fuch Men, for every 
Month of the Term aforefaid, when fuch Men fhall be in Garrifon, and fhall rcceiv-e Provifions and 
.Drams only alqprnately, as hereinbefore for that Furpofe is provided; and alfo that they the faid Unit¬ 
ed Company, meir SuccefTors and Afllgns, fhall ana will well and truly pay or caufe to be paid to the 
■faid Charles Croftes, his Executors and Adminiftrators, the fcveral Sums of Money fo to be¬ 
come due as aforefaid, either at the Place where the faid Troops or any of them fhall happen to 
,bc, or at the Prcfidcncy of Fort William in Bengal, at the Option of the faid Charles Croftes, 
.his^Executors or Adminiftrators; provided that the fame Bills be fo certified and allowed as 
aforefaid : And alfo, that they the faid United Company, their SuccefTors .ind Afllgns, fhall and 
will, at the Requeft of the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors and Adminiftrators, from Time to 
Time, and at all Times during the Continuance of fuch Term of Years as aforefaid, as Occafion 
Ihall require, well and truly turnifh and provide for the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, 
and Adminiftrators, all and every fuchEfcorcs and Safeguards as fliall be necefTary and want- 
.ing for the conveying of hiv Stores and Provifions to the faid Troops in Safety, and afterwards 
• fuch a Guard or Guards to protc^: ^nd to take care of the fame Stores and Provifions, as fhall be 
thought neceffary for that Furpofe, or the Number of fuch Troops, at fuch or any particular 
Plaqe, t^lmic of. 

Provided alfo,. and it is herebjr further declared and agreed by and between the Par¬ 
ties to thefe Prefents, and the faid Charles Croftes, for himfelf, his Heirs, E«cutor$, and 
Adminiftrators, doth hereby pijpmife and agree to and with the faid United Company, their 
SuccefTors and Affigns, that he the faid Charles Croftes', his Executors or Adminiftrators, fhall 
not nor will, during fuch Space of Five Years as aforefaid, vend or diftributc, or caufe or fuffer 
to be vended or ^ributed, anv extra Arrack, or other Spirituous Liquor whatfoever, to the 
Trotws aforefaid, or eitner of them^'either in. Garrifon or in Cantonments, or>in the 

Field, fave and exc^ fuch Liquor as is to "Be diftributed in virtue of thefe Prefents, and tlu- 
Covenant hereinbefore for that Purpofc contained,'and favc and excepf any fuch further or 
other QuSiPtitits .or Qjjantity of,Liquor as the..Commanding Officer Bf fticjs- Garrifon or Can- 
foment, or of any other .Station of the^Troops for the Time bcinRjhall direft or ^oint; in 
■ ^wftdeiratioh of which' laft Covenant or Agreement of the faid CUf^es Croftes, the laid 'United 
' 'Sbi;:Com. RiP. IX. aj* 'w Company, 
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Company, for themfelves, their Sncteflbrs, and Afligna, do further premife and agree, to «ad 
with the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors and Adminiftrators, that they the faid UtticiBd 
Company, their Succeflbrs and Affigns, (hall and will, at far as in them lies, and they lawftdly 
may or csm, prevent all and every Perfon and PerfoM what&ever, except him the faid Ciuuiea 
Croftes, his Agents or Servants, and Afligns, fr<w» felUn^ or <^nduig any Arrack whatfoever, 
to the fame Army of the faid United Company^ either i« Garrifon, Cantonments^ of' in the 
Field, it being the true Intent and Meaning of thefe Prefents, and the Parties thereunto, that 
the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors and Adminiftrators, iHall have the foie and exclufive 
Privilege of felling the fame Liquors, fubjed to fisch Regulation as aforefaid, and provided 
charges no more than at and after the Rate of Fetw Sonauc Rupees mr Gallon for the fame 
Liquor: Provided alfo, and It is hereby laftly declared and agreed, ^ and between the laid 
Parties to thefe Prefents, that all and every fuch of the fame Tsoops, who during fuch Term of 
Tears as aforefaid lhali be on Service at the Prefidency of Fok William aforefaid, (hall and 
may have and receive, and it is hereby declared and agreed that fuch Troops lb in Garrilbn 
at the faid Prefidency lhall have and receive, fmm the faid Charles Croftes, his Executors, 
Adminillracors, or Afligns, during the faM Term, good Mutton and Beef Provifions 
at the different and r^peftive Days or Times hereinafter mentioned; that is to iay^, 
that they the faid Troops, for and during the feveral Months of April, May, June, 
July, Auguft, and September, in each and every Year of the Term aforefaid, Iball have 
and receive good Mutton Meat on fuch alternate Days as they the laid Troops lhall bo 
entitled to receive Meat Provifions as hereinbefore is for that Purpofe provided, and on the 
other Days, fuch other Allowances as hereinbefore is for that Purpofe mentioned : and during 
the remaining Six Months in each Year of the faid Term, good Mutton and Beef Proviflons 
lhall be provided and allowed to them i that is to fay, on One Day Mutton, and the enfuing 
Third Day Beef, and fo on alternately, for each and every Day of Arch laft-mentioned Six 
Months, on which they lhall be entitled ta receive Meat Provifions as hereinbefore is for that 
Purpofe cxprelTed and agreed on : And the faid United Company on their Part, for themfcives, 
their Succeflbrs and Afligns, do hereby further covenant, promife, and agree with the faid 
Charles Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, and Afligns, that for all and every the Men to 
be fupplied with Meat Provifions at the faid Prefidency of Fort William aforefaid, in Manner 
abovementioned, they the faid United Compan^N their SuccelTors and Afligns, lhall and will 
well and truly pay or caufe to be paid to the laid Lharlcs Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, 
and Afligns, during the Term aforefaid, at and after the Rate of Three Annas and Five Pice 
Sonaut per Diem for each and every Man who lhall be fo found and provided wntj^f^rovilions 
in Manner aforefeid : Provided neverthelefs, that fuch Troops at the faid Prefidency IJiall, du¬ 
ring the Time of fuch Provifions as laft aforefaid being allowed to them, be in the Receipt of 
the Fay and Allowances called Half Batta s and in cafe Aich Troops 1^11 ever, during fuch 
Term of Years as aforefaid, be at the faid Prefidency in the Receipt of the additional Pay and 
Allowances called Full Batta, then and in that Cafe they the faid United Company, their Suc- 
celTors or Afligns, lhall and will well and truly pay or caufe to be paid to the faid Charles 
Croftes, his Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, at and after the Rate of She Annas and Ten 
Pice Sonaut per Diem for every Man who lhall be fo found and provided with Provifions at 
the faid Prefidency in Manner above mentioned, when fuch Troops lhall be in full Batta as 
aforefaid, making in the Whole for each Man’s Daily Allowance at the Prefidency of Fort Wil¬ 
liam, for the feveral Provifions and Necellaries to be provided and fupplied him as is herein¬ 
before for that Purpofe expreflfed, at and after the Rate of Threv Annas and Five Pice Sonaut 

! )cr Day, when the Troops lhall be on Half Batta, and at and after the Rate Six Annas and Ten 
*ice Sonaut per Diem, when fuch Troops lhall be in Full Batta ; In witnefs whereof the Ho¬ 
nourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, as Govermw General, Richard Barwell, Philip Francis, and 
Edward Wheler, Efquires, and Sir Eyre Coote, Knight of the Moft Honourable Order of the 
Bath, as Counfellors of the Prefidency of Fort William aforefaid, or the major Part of them, have 
figned their refpeftivc Names, and placed the common Seal of the faid United Company, to 
One Part of thefe Prefents remaining with the faid Charles Croftes j and to tlie other Part tltereof, 
ranaining with the faid Governor General and Council, on the Part of the faid United Com¬ 
pany, the faid Charles Croftes hath fet his Hand and Seal, the Day and Year iirft abow 
written. 

, (Signed) Charles Cvoftes. 

Sealed and delivered (where np 
Stamps are in Ufe, or to be 

had) in the Prefence of (Signed) J. Baug^, 

Tho, Ivory. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of InfpcAion at i^rt William, in 
Bengal, the i ith November 

The Secretary lays before the Board Two Releafes, which have been font to him by the Com- 

J any’s Attorney, to be executed by the Govemofr General and Council, and Mr. Richard 
ohnfoo, mutual/ diflblving the CoDcra6ti which fubfift between the Cotp^ahy stnd his Brother, 

the 
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the Iftte Mr. Emeft Alenwidterlohnfon, fie* viStuitik^ the Tmopit and .pjroTiding and feeding the 
Draft and Carriage Bti)lock» 4 MM'Cafm^« of this HftauiAnwrat. 

' The fame are executed’bjT'flie Governor General and Mr. 9 arveilj now pne&nt. 

Mr. Whcler declines %imig the« 4 » 

' The Secre«ry haring‘prefenlfed them to Mr.'Franck for his Signature, he aUb declined exe¬ 
cuting them . <, , 

' Ordered, That a Copy of One of the Relealfcs be entered after tkefc Proceedings. 

WHEREAS, Hnecthe Dm and Eitecucion of the within Articl^of Agreement, the within- 
named EcneA Alexander Johnfon iiath departi^ dus Life (that i$ '^«o lay, on or about the 
Day of lail) having fird duly made and puldiloed his laft Will 

and Teftameot in. Writing, and there^ appointed nis Brother, Richard johnfon, of Calcutta, 
Efquire, his foie Executor j who ha^ dwiy proved the fame Will, in the Supreme Court of Judi¬ 
cature at Fort WiBiain, in BengaU And whereas the faid Richard Johnfon, as Executor of his 
faid deceafed Brother, as aforeu^, hath been called upon, , by or on the Part of the faid United 
Company, for a Performance of the Covenants and Agreements in fuch Articles contained; and 
Fropofals made him, for certain Variations and Emendations to be made, relpe 61 :ing the Bulinefs 
in fuch Articles fpccidedt And whereas the faid Richard Johnfon, from an Apprehenfion of not 
being able to carry on the lame Rufinefs with equal Advantage to his faid Brother’s Eftate, and 
at the lame Time lb much for the Benefit of the faid United Company, as the. faid Ernclt 
Alexander Johnfon could have done, if living, hath propoRd to the faid United Company the- 
mutually giving up and rekafing other from fuch the Covenants and Agreements in fuch 
Articles contained, and leaving k to the faid United Company to make any frefli Contraft 
or Agreement with any oAer Perfon or Perfons, refpefting the Bufinefs in fuch Articles 
concraSxd for, as they the Aid United Company lhall chink fit tx> contraiR with 1 and the fahic 
being agreed to by the Governor General and Council of the Prefidency of Fort William, on 
the Part of the faid Uniced Company: Now know all Men by thefc Prefents, That 
they the faid United Company, for the Coofideradons aforefaid, do hereby, for thcmfelves 
and theirBuccefibes, from the Day of the Date of thefe Prefents, for evermore, remife, releafe, and 
for ever difeharge the faid Richard Johnfon, his Executors and Adminiftrators, of and from all 
and every the Covenants and Agreen|||pnts in the fame Articles contained, by and on tiie Part and 
Behalf of the faid Erneft Alexan«r Johnfon, deceafed, his Executors and Adminiftrators, 
eo be done and performed} and from all A&tons, Suits, Cofts, Charges, Payments, Damages, 
Claimsi Demands whatfoever, in Law and Equity, for or concerning the fame Articles, or 
any Thing therein contained, in anywife hqwibever: And the faid Richard Johnfon on his Part 
doth hereby, hr the ConTiderations aforefaid, lor himleif, his Executors and Adminiftrators, re¬ 
mife, releafe, and for ever difchaige the faid Uoited.Company, and their SuccelTors, of and from 
all and every the Covenants and Agreements in the ibme Articles contained, by and on the Pait 
and Behalf of the faid United Company and dieir Succefibrs to be done and performed; and 
from all AAiOns, .Suits, Cofts, Charges, P^fnents, Damages, Claims, and Demands whatfoever, 
in Law and Equity, fiir or concerning the lame Articles, or any Thing therein contained, in any- 
wife howfoever. In Witnefs whereof the Honourable Warren Haftmgs, Efquire, as Governor 
General, Ric^acd Barwell, FhHip Franck, and Edward Wheler, Efquires, as Counfellors of the 
Prefidency ofi Fort William aforefaid, have figned their rcfpe£tive Names, and placed the Com¬ 
mon Seal of the Aid Uniced Ctmipany to thefe Prefents ^ and the faid Richard Johnfon has here¬ 
unto fet hk Hand and Seal, thk Eleventh Day of November, Qne thoufand Seven hundred and 
■Seventy-nnie. 

Sealed 4ad delivered (where no . 

Sunaps are in Ufe or to be .1 

had) in the Prcfcnce of 


E X T R A C T nfthe P«>DcediHgs of the Governor,General and Council, in their 
Pttblic Depanment, the aad November 1779. 

Read again the General Lettws from the Honourable Court of Direftors, roceived at die 
laftMettlag. 

Ordered that the Paragraphs .be diftributed in die following Manner ; 

Far. 95 to TOj. To ^ Board of liifpeRiaa, with the like Order to Mr^ Creftes as that di- 
re£tcd to be fent to Mr. Sampfon j vix. That the Board of Infpeftion do rcquii:; Mr, Sampfon’s 
Anfwcr to thefe Paragraphs, 


EXT R ACT‘ ]of theCompanyk General Letter‘co Bengal, dated 03d December .1778. 

Par. Qj. In the X34th Pacagrqih 'af the C-ompanyk General Letter, dated the 23d March 
1770, «ie Prefident and Council were pofltively diredkd wt to fail 2V«r, to advertife 
Ibr aiwi receive fuch Propofols as might be offers, for fupplying the Troops with Provifion.s, 
S and 
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and for feeding Drafi; and Carriage Bullocks to be anplo]red,«ri!ClK;tbe Aiiny { aid,t}»t iV <r// 

/Afi/f Prope/als which Jhould affw lamji in Point tf They wcre.alfu tp^ 

take Care, that in all Adverttfnmii, a Sufficient Time ihould bp,«il)>wca % Candidates to pre-‘‘ 
pare Propofals, before the Ei^iration of the fubfilHn,g,.Contra£^.,aiad>before ^e t'jme limited for 
receiving them; and in thfe 39th Article of your lG^acrall#i|^||^t,dat^ of March 

1774, you were exprefsly direfted, not only to attend ftriftly,ft) ^ding Orders dt the Com-^ 
pany, but to 'f all fucb Orders and InfiruSms as the Court BdrtStuif .k^ traujpitted to the Ge~ 
“ vtrnor and Council, or Seleff Committee at Fort JVilliam** 

Poirdof In. 96. In September t-j jy Mr. JtAnfon (who had held th'c|Army ^pattad in 1775) gives in 
sr«mbcM77,, PJ'oporals for providing'tiraft and Carria^ Cattle, and for viftosHlnig the Euf^eans. Inftcad 
roll® 111. of proceeding according to the Court's Ordew, aind to the eftablilhed Ufege'of the Service, yoy 

direft Mr. Johnfon’s Propofals tp, bp>ompared v^ith'the Ternis or'tbft tinexplred Contradti and 
D', Folio j8i. by the Report of your Secretary/we findtthem correfpond with'die Terms of the''laid Contraft, 
except in Two Particulars} namdy, that Mr. Johnion demanded 4 n''additional Sum of One 
Rupee per Month for feeding Camels not on aSual Service, and Pifeeeh Rupees^ per Month for 
every Camel which Ihould be his own Property, though no fud^ Stipulation had been .made by 
the Contraftor in the then fubflfting Contraft. • . , , , 

97. Admitting, as we do, that the InScreafe of Chhrge to the Compifly was inconfiderable, 
your Proceedings were neverthelefs totally irregular; .and your Acceptance of Mr. Johnfon’s 
Offers was, in many Points of View, a moft deliberate Breach of your Dutyyou have extended 
a Contrail for Three Tears, which was pofitively ordered-to be Annual -, —you have refufcd to ad-- 
vcrtifc for ProppfalS, though exprefsly commanded by the Court d Dire&orsand you have con¬ 
cluded this Condaft for Three Years, upon Terms lefs advantageous than the preceding Con- 
traft, and therefore not upon the lowcft Terms procurable. • * 

98. The Perfoh who then held the Contrafb had juft petitioned you for an Extenfm of his Terto, 
and expreffed his Hope of holding the Contfaft fpr '^hree Years. He alfo fignified a Wi(h to be 
allowed Half Price for difeharged Bullocks, and Prinie Coft for eittra Bbllocks procured during 
the March off the Army j which Regulations were' not in his former Contraft. 

99. With iliefe Materials before you, the Queftion is put, whether the Contraftor’s Terrhs on 

the Propofals of Mr. Johnfon, fliall be accepted?-' ■ 1 > ' 

Mr. mneis, in ftrifb Confonitity with the Company’s fijpders, and according to eftablilhed 
Ufage, was of Opinion, that the Contrafl IhoUld be advertned. 

Mr. Harwell thought the prefent Contraftor had- (the preceding Year) by making low Pfo- 
pbfals (to ufe his own Phrafe) ejeSled Mk Jobnfon, in Hftpes of obtaining future',jto.lgcace^ 
and therefore he could not hciitate to give his Vdte for'Mr. 'johnfoD, ■ 't i i!. ! 

100. However ftrange Mr. Barwell’s Motive for givihg his Vote for Mr. Johnfon may ^pca? 
to us, ine niuftconfcfs the Governor Genettd’s Realbns for concurring therein were ftill giorc 
extraordinary. His Words are, “ I difapprbve of publilhing for Propofals; the Contraft is rc- 

duced too low already, and will require a vigilant Attention to it) on the Parc of the Com- 
“ manding Officer of the Corps of the Armv, that it be- duly performed.” To which he, adds, 
that, according to the beft Information he ^’becn able to obtain, little Profit would>be made 
by the Contraflor if he did his Duty. 

101. But although the Governor General Jhought proper to' exprefs fo dlrcQ;. and ppinted a 
Difapprobation of the Mode adopted and pofitively enjojned by the Company, for conducing fo 
great a Branch of their Affairs as that of the Army Contraft, we nevertheleb adhere to the Pro¬ 
priety of the Court’s Orders, and hereby renew the Injunftion, that you fail not, every Year, 
Three Months at leaft before the Expiration of the fublifting Contract, to advertife for, and rcr 
ceive fuch Propofals as may be offered forfupplying the Troops with Pruvilions, and fot feeding 
Bullocks and Camels to be employed with the Army; and that in all Cafes you accept the loweft, 
with fufficient Security for Performance. 

to2. If the prefent Contraflor ihall think proper to conform to this Regulation, and give in Prp- 
pofals lower than thofe of any other Perfon, who fhall offer good Security for Performance, he will 
be entitled to hold the Army ContwA,for, another YMr/t>r it may the End of his-prefent 
Term, but on no other Conditioiiai-willt 4 e.permitit: And if H.'foi^l think himfelf aggrieved, 
and take Meafures in confequence, by which the Company becomes involved in Lofs or Damage, 
we fhall certainly hold tfie Majority of our Council refponfible for fiwh ^.ofa/or Damage, and 
proceed againft them accordingly;Ibut as one pf the Members of your Board has very pro^rly 
entered his Diffent to the Meafare,|he will of courie be.,exempted from Frofecution; and, in 
Juftice to his Sentifritmts and Cbndufl on the Occafioo, we here% .declare, they have opr entire 
Approbation. - 

103. And we further dueA, that the before-mentioned 134th Paragraph td* the Court’s Gcnertd 
Letter on this Subjefl, dated the'jtd of Mwch 1770, be forthwith given out in General and 
Brigade Orders, and read at the Head of every Brigade and Detachment of our Troops in Ben¬ 
gal, by the refpeftivC Adjutants dofog Putyr^th fuch Trqpps, once in ev^^Three Months at 
leaft; and llkewifc, that the. Commander in tlief and Commandants of me faid Corps report 
to you every Month in what Manner the. 7 i<|^;ace‘vi^VI|Upd, the Cattle fed, and in general 
how the Terms of the ContrafEI; are ot^fervm l^ fomllea by.the Contraiffor, fo far as 'fhall have 

... , . . come 
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Come to his or their Knowledge, for your Information and Guidance in redlifying Abufcs. if 
ftich fliall hereafter occur in the carrying on this important Service. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Infpcftion, at Fort William in Bengal, 
the ad December 1779. 


The Secretary delivers in the following Letter from the Secretary of the General Department; 
On the Receipt of which he immediately tranfmitted Copies of the Paragraphs of the General Let¬ 
ter from the Honourable the Court of Diredbors accompanying it, to the Perfons concerned, and 
required their Anfwers to them, agreeably to the Board’s Orders. 


To Mr. Ifaac Baugh, Secretary to the Board of Infpedbion. 

Sir, 

I am dircdled by the Honourable the Governor General and Council to furnilh you with the 
enclofed Extradts from the General Letter, dated 13d December 1778, which has been received 
from the Honourable the Court of Diredbors by the General Barker, and to fignify the Orders of 
the Board, that you do immediately tranfmit Copies of the undermentioned Paragraphs to the 
Perfons concerned, and “ require their Anfwers refpedbivcly to the Commands of the Honour- 
able the Court of Diredbors, as therein exprelTcdviz. 


From 40 to 59, both inclufive, to Mr. Templer. 

60 to 76 and 78 — — to Dr. Campbell. 

73 — — — — to Dr. Williams. 

79 to 85 — —- — to Capt. Fordc. 

89 to 94 — — — to Capt. Sampfon. 

95 to 102 — — — to Mr. Croftes, the preient Contradlor. 

119 to 124 — — — to Mr. Vaftderheyde/i. 


You will likcwlfc fend Copies of the 104th. 105th, and 106th Paragraphs to Lieut. Col, Wat- 
fon, for his Information. 

I am. 

sir, 

Council Chamber, Your moft obedient Servant, 

the aad November 1779. (Signed) J. P. Auriol, Secretary. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Inlpedbion. at Fort William in Bengal, 
the 30th December 1779. 

The following Letters having been received from Mr. Croftes, the Contradbor for fupplying 
Draft and Carriage Bullocks, and Camels, and vidbualling the Army ; Mr. Sampfon, the Marine 
Contradbor at the Prefulency ; Mr. Forde the Marine Contradbqr at Chittagong j Mr. Vanderhey- 
den, the Contradbor for the Repairs of the Cantonments at Burrampore and Dinaporc ; Mr. Tem¬ 
pler, the Contradbor for providing Elephants; Mr. Campbell, the Contradbor, and Mr. Williams, his 
intended Succeflbr, for defraying the Hofpital Expcnccs, in anfwcr to the Company’s Orders by 
the General Barker, refpedbivcly concerning them ; they are now recorded. 

To the Honourable Warren Haftings, Efquire, Governor General, and the Board of Infpedbion, 

Fort William. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

I have had the Honour to receive from your Secretary, Extradbs from the General Letter from 
the Honourable the Court of Diredbors, dated 23d December 1778 (Paragraphs 95 to 102 inclu¬ 
five) : I humbly apprehend, that they relate only to the Contradbs which were entered into with 
Government by E. A. Johnfon, which have been cancelled in confcquencc of the Regulations 
you thought it expedient to form for the Bullock Contradb. Tliofe Regulations were fent to the 
Executor to the late Contradbor, who was informed that you propofed making them, and you de- 
fired to know, whether he chofe to abide by them: He informed your Honourable Board, that the 
Concern had been made over to me, and you thought proper to admit of my accepting tlic Offer. 
I have made fcveral Arrangements, which have been very expenlive, to enable me to fulfil my 
Engagements with Government; and I flatter myfelf I fliall receive that Support whicli I fo much 
relied upon when I embarked in the Undertaking. On my Part, I beg Leave to affure your 
Honourable Board, that I will ufe my utniolb Endeavours to acquit myfelf to your Satisfadbion of 
the important Truft repofed in me. 

I have the Honour to be, with great Refpedb, 

Fort William, Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

the 29th November 1779, Your moft obedient and moft humble Servant, 

(Signed) Charles Croftes. 


ktu. Com. Rep. IX. 


•k* 


EX I'RACT 
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EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal, dated the 14th January 1780. 

Par. 66. Your Orders contained in your Letter of the 23d December 1778, refpefting the 
various Contrads which we had entered into for the jExccution of the public Service, have bfen 
notified without Exception to the different Contraftors they alluded to, and each of the Parties' 
was required to tranfmit his Anfwcr to that Department of our Council in which his Engage¬ 
ments were concluded j mod: of tliefe come before the Board of Infpeflion, who will advife you of 
their Proceedings upon them. 

67. The 103d P.uagiaph of your Letter of the a3d December 1778, has been publilhcd in 
General and Brigade Orders, according to your Dircflions, with the former Order, to which it al¬ 
ludes, for the Guidance of all Commanding Officers in examining and reporting to us the Con¬ 
dition of tlie Cattle and Viftuals provided by Contraft for the Army ; but we apprehend that you 
uitMiit in your Reference to fpecify the 135th inftcad of the 134th Paragraph of your General Let¬ 
ter, dated a3d March 1770, we have therefore made this Correftion accordingly. 

114. On the Rcceij)t of your Letter of the a3d of December 1778, we communicated the fc- 
vcral Paragraphs refix-fting theContrads for various Services concluded with Mr. Templcr, Mr. 
Canq^bell, Captain Eordc, Mr. Sampfon, the late Mr. Johnfon, and Mr. Vanderheyden, to the 
Perfons concerned, and retjiiircd their Anfwers to the Commands contained therein. Their Re¬ 
plies have been lately received, and are recorded on our Proceedings for your Information} but 
w'c liave not yet had an Opportunity of taking them into Confideration. 


EXTRACT of the General Letter from Bengal, dated the 14th January 1780. 

Par. 118. A Plan was laid before us in our Military Department by the Commander in 
Chief, in the Month of Auguft laft, for a new Contnaft for fupplying the Army with Draft and 
Carriage Cattle, which received our Approbation; and an Offer was made to Mr. Richard John- 
foM, the Executor of his late Brother the Contrador, of engaging with him on the Terms pre- 
fenhed therein, inllead of the Contrad then in Force. Some Alterations being alfo deemed ne- 
( iHaiy in the Contrad which then fubfiffed for vidualling the Troops, the Executor’s Ac¬ 
ceptance of them was alfo retjuired. 

19. The Executor acquiefeed in the Alterations propofed for both Contrads, and at 
the fame Time acquainted us, that he had, with a View to the Liquidation of his Brother’s 
Ellate, transferred its Concern in them to Mr. Charles Croftes, who was before a Fanner, and 
therefore requefted the new Contrads might be drawn in his Name. 1 le further requefted, 
th.at as they had hitherto been kept in thoiaaae Hands, the Contrad for vidualling the Troops 
might be granted for the fame Term } vi*. Five Years, which you will find to be one of the 
Coiuiitions of the new Plan for the Cattle Contrad. 

120. VVe fliall only obferve in this Place, that both ^ropofitions were agreed to by a Ma¬ 
jority of the Board, and the Contrads concluded with fomc Alterations, which were afterwards 
A'-e. i 7:»' projiofcd and made in the Tertm of them} begging Leave to refer you to our Confultations 
|.sepf. noted in the Margin, for our Proceedings generally upon the Subjed. Meffrs. Francis and 

,,N„, Whelcr, for the Reafons affigned in their Minutes, declined executing thofe Deeds, as weU as 
■^7-79! thofe diflblving the Contrads with Mr. Johnfon. Copies of both are recorded for your In¬ 
formation. 


EXTRACT of the Company’s General Letter to Bengal ; dated the 11 th April 1781. 

Par. 42. The next Article of General Coote’s Plan which we lhall notice, is intituled, 
“ Emendations for the Bullock Contrad.” 

43. We obferve, that in July 1779, when the General’s Emendations were propofed to the 
Board, nearly 18 Months were unexpired the then fublifting Contrad, which had been con- 
'cludcd for Three Years j commencing the Firft of January 1778, and expiring the Firft of Ja¬ 
nuary 1781. 

44. When the General introd iccd the Subjed to the Board, he obferved, that the Re¬ 
marks offered by General Stibbert^ in his Letter of the 22d of Auguft 1778, refpeding the State 
of the Draft and Carriage Bullocks, required immediate Attention ; and upon that Letter the 
prefent Mcafurc feems to have originated; but to our great Difappointment we find no fuch 
letter on^your Records. You have minuted on Confultation the 36th of Auguft, “ a Let- 
“ ter from General Stibbert, as follows j” and fcveral blank Pages are left for the Letter, but it 
is not entered. 

45. General Cootc remarks, That being in a State of adual War, it was unneceflarv to fet forth 
the indifpenfable Neceffity of having the Draft and Carriage Bullock Trains put in the beft Or¬ 
der poffible, bccaufe the Succefs of every Operation in War depends fo very particularly on the 
good or bad Condition of the Artillery Trains; and in this Opinion wc concur with the Gc- 
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46. We oljferve General Stibbert, in his Letter of the 6th of April, repeats his Rcprefentation of 
the Neceffityof coming to fome fpeedy Kefolution for having the Army better fupplied witl\ Bul¬ 
locks in very ftrong Terms 5 and we alfo find, that he had ventured in fome Degree to anticipate 
that Part of your Regulation refpeding the ftipulated Daily Allowance of Food for the Bullocks. 

47. The Number of Bullocks to 1 m entertained by the Terms of the Contraft; The Com- 
penfation to be made in cafe of Reduftion: The advanced Price for Provifion and Feeding; and 
the Term for which the Contraft is extended, are Objeds which dcmaiul our Confidcration. 
We (hall ftate the principal Fads on your Records, and then proceed to give our Sentiments 
and Inftrudions on the Points abovemencioned. 

48. On your Military Confultations of the 3d Auguft 1779, we find the Number of Draft 

Bullocks to attend One Brigade in the Field, upon the liflablilhment propofed by General Cootc, 
is Rated at — — — — 7897Spare Bullocks 

The Carriage Bullocks — — _ 5693 included. 


1,358 

Suppofe Two more Brigades to be — — 2,716 


According to this Eftablilhment, the Total for Three" 
Brigades in the Field, fliould be •— —^ 


4,074 


The Draft Bullocks to be provided by the new Contrad, are —* ~ 4,000 

And the Carriage Bullocks — 2,700 

The Total is 6,700 


49. The Excefs, above the Number eftablifhed by the General to be attached to the Three 
Brigades, is 2,626. 

50. There appears to us an Inconfiflcncy in this Part of your Plan, for which we cannot ac¬ 
count : You have but Three Brigades •, you have provided for a full Eftablifliment of Bullocks 
for each Brigade; you have added One to every Six as fpare Bullocks; the Whole amount? to no 
more than 4,074; but you have contraded for 6,700 Bullocks to be kept in Pay, which is 2,626 
more than the Service requires. 

51. In the new Contrad we obferve proper Regulations are formed for preventing the Admif- 
fion of bad Bullocks into the Service; alfo to oblige the Contrador, under a Penalty, to feed 
the Bullocks with a certain Quantity of Food per Day, and to provide a llipulatcd Number of 
Drivers and Overfeers to attend them on Service. 

52. We find the Number and Monthly Expence of Bullocks with the Army in September 
1779 thus Rated on your Proceedings; viz. 


Draft without the Provinces — 
D* within the Provinces ~ 
Carriage without the Provinces 
D’ within the Provinces — 


— 1,280, at 5 Rupees per M* 

— 1,161,-3. 7. D* 

— 6i2, — 3. 10. D‘ 

— 564, — 3 - 3 * D* 


6,4Co — 

3,990 >5 
2,218 8 
»,797 *2 


Total Number 


3,617 Am*pcrM“ — S.R* 14,406 3 


or Sicca R* 13,786 3 


^3. By the new Contrad no DiRindion is made between Draft and Carriage Bullocks, nor be¬ 
tween thofc Rationed within and without the Provinces; but as it had been the univerfal Cuf- 
tom to make a confiderablc Difference in the Charge, we oan by no Means approve that Part of 
your Regulation, unlefs the general Average had been reduced on that Account. 

54, The Expcnce of your ERablilhmcnt is Rated as follows; viz. 



N" 

Sicca Rupees 


Bullocks 

— 6,760, 

at 5. it. 

- 38.525 

Drivers 

- 3.350. 

at 5. — 

— 16,750 

Sirdars 

- 559. 

at 6. 

— 3>354 



Sicca Rupees, 58,629 


5J. The Difference or Excefs per Month, compared with the then fubfifting Contrad, is Hated 
pn your Proceedings at Rupees 44,842. 13. and the total Expence at Current Rupees 8,16,120 
per Annum. 

56. It reRs witli you to prove that the Service is benefited in Proportion, otherwife the Mca- 
fuimiuR have our Condemnation, 

7 57. The 
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57. The late Concrafkor, Mr. E. A. Johnfon, being dead, we find the Offer of the ContraA 

was made to Mr. Richard Johnfon, his Brother and Executor, and immediately acci^ted j but 
his lace Brother’s Share having been already transferred to Mr. Charles Croftes, and Mr. Croftes 
having been a Partner in the fubfifting Bullock and Viftuallidg Contra<ft, Mr. Johnfon reqdeftcd 
that both the new Contradb might be made out in the Name of Mr. Croftes which wasaione jtc- 
cordingly. 1 

58. VVe remark, that in the Agreement of 1777, any Number of the Contraftor’s Bullocks 
nijght bedifclurged, upon giving One Montfi’s Notice to the Contraftor j but by the Emendation 
{)ropofed in July 17791 the whole Number of 6,700 Bullocks were to be kept in Pay during the 
Time of the Contraft j but we obfervt, that on the a6ih of Augutt 1779, when your Secretary laid 
before the Board the Articles of Agreement which had been prepared by the Company’s Attorney, 
the Governor General propofed an additional Claufe to the following Effeft: That it Ihould be 
lawful for the Governor General and Council, after the Expiration of 18 Months, to reduce any 
Part of the Eltablilhment of Bullocks upon 6 Month’s Notice; that for every reduced Bullock a 
Sum equal to Thirteen Rupees per Annum Ihould be paid to the Contraftor, during the Rcmain- 

. dcr of the unexpiredTerm of the Contraft; and if additional Bullocks Ihould be wanted, a Bounty 
of 10 Sicca Rupees per Head, over and above the Rates allowed for providing and feeding 6,700 
Bullocks, mufl be paid to the Contradlor; which additional Claufe was agreed to by the Board. 

59. We find the Company are obliged to advance and lend to the Contraftor any Sum of Money, 
not exceeding Three Fourths of the Value of the Stock to be provided; alfo to grant him a good 
and convenient Spot of Ground, within Fifteen Miles of Fort William, not exceeding aooo 
Begahs, whereon to feed and depafture his Cattle. On which we remark, that Three Fourths of 
the Amount of the Stock appears to us an unreafonable Advance; and that rhe Indulgence of fo 
large a Sum, and of Land tor the Ufe of the Cattle, ought to have reduced the regular Price of 
‘providing and feeding, to the moil; moderate Bounds. 

60. From the foregoing Fafts the following Obfervations occur, viz. 

Firft, That as the Number of Bullocks ftated by General Coote as ncceflary for the Draft and 
Carriage Trains, after adding One fpare Bullock to every Six to be employed, amounted to no 
more than 4074 for three Brigades; the furplus Number of i 6 t 6 appears to us totally unnecef- 
fary ; and therefore, iinlefs it fiiall appear that we have miftated your Propofitions, or totally 
miftaken your Intentions, the faid a6a6 Bullocks, if already entertained, muft be difeharged im¬ 
mediately, as they cannot be paid for by the Company. 

Second, The Compenfation agreed to be made to the Contraftor, for Bullocks which may be 
difeharged, appears to us cxceffive and unreafonable, and therefore ought not to be paid by tlw 
Company, nor any Part thereof, exceeding the real Difference between the Prime Coft and the 
Amount for which fuch fupernumerary Bullocks may be fold by the Contraftor. 

Third, If the Contraftor lhall refufc to difeharge the furplus Bullocks, without being paid the 
full Compenfiition ftipulatcd, they muft nevieithclefs be difeharged, and you muft be refponfible 
for the Damage fuftained by the Company. 

Fourth, Upon the moft impartial Confidcration of all the Materials before us, we candidly 
allow your Syftem for the Provifion of Cattle for the Service of the Trains to have been excel¬ 
lent, provided you had advertifed for Propofals, and thereby afeertained the lowcft Terms pro¬ 
curable, with good Security for Performance of the Contraft. 

But the Offer made to the Contraftor for Five Years, without advertifing for Propofals, appears 
to us very improper. 

Fifth, We are nevcrthclefs of Opinion, that provided the Terms were reafonable, it might not, 
for the moft obvious Reafons, be for the Good of the Service, in Time of War, to renew the Bul¬ 
lock Contraft every Year. 

61. We therefore direft, that in future, no greater Number of Draft or Carriage Bullocks be 
entertained, to be paid for by the Company, than lhall be neceffary for the Service j that the 
Terms of the Contraft be always advertifed one Year at leaft before the Expiration of the fubfift¬ 
ing Contraft; that the lowcft Terms, with good Security for Performance, be accepted; and 
that no Contraft for Bullocks be, on any Account, concluded for a longer Term than three 
Years, 


E X T R A C T of the Proceedings of the Board of Infpeftion, at Fort William in Bengal, 
the 2ift September 1780. 

The following Letter, with the fubfequent Extraft of the Proceedings of the Governor General 
and Council in their public Department, on the 18th Inftant, was received from the Sub Secretary 
on the 19th Inftant} and the Extraft is now entered on the Proceedings of this Department, 
agreeable to the Orders of the Governor General and Council. 
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Mr. John Bcbb, Secretary to the Board of Infpedtion. 

Sir, 

I herewith tranfmit you, by Order of the Honourable Board, an Extraft of their Proceedings 
this Day, in their General Department, to be entered on the Records of the Honourable Board ol 
Infpedtiont 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your moft obedient Servant, 

Council Chamber, (Signed) E. Hay, 

the i8th Sept. 1780. S. Sec . 


EXTRACT from the Honourable Governor General and Council's Proceedings, in their 
Public Department, on the 18 th September 1780. 

Read the following Letter from Mr. Charles Croftes. 

Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

It having been fuggefted that the Execution of the Deeds by which I have contrafled to ferve 
the Honourable Company’s Army with Provifions, and Draft and Carriage Cattle, is informal, ow¬ 
ing to the fame having been executed out of Council, by the Majority of the Members of the 
Board individually, and not colledlively ; I take the Liberty of refpeftfully foliciting the Ho¬ 
nourable Board’s Order, that fuch Indorfement may be made thereto, as will be effeAual to re¬ 
move any Doubt, and to ratify the Execution of the Deeds. 

I have the Honour to be, moft refpeftfully, &c. 

(Signed) C. Croftes. 

Mr. Tolfrey having been ordered to attend the Board, delivers in the following Draft of an 
Indorfement to be made on the Deeds which have pafled between the Board and Mr. Croftes, 
prepared by Order of the Governor General for the Infpcftion of the Board. 


To ali to whom thefe Prefents fhall come t The United Company of Merchants of England 

trading to the Eaft Indies, and Charles Croftes, Efquire, Parties to the within-written Inden¬ 
ture, fend greeting; 

Whereas it hath been fbggefted that the faid Indenture hath not been executed with proper 
Torm and EfFedt in Law ; and whereas the faid Parties to the faid Indenture, notwithftanding 
they do confider the faid Indenture to be legally and formally executed, yet are defirous, that in 
confequenre of fuchSuggeftion the fame Ihould be ratified and confirmed, fothat all Doubts may 
be removed j and that the faid United Company and their Succeflbrs, and the faid Charles 
Croftes, his Heirs, E.xccutors, Adminiftrators, and AlTigns, lliould be finally bound by the fame : 

Now, know ye, that the faid United Company, for themfelves and their Succeflbrs, and the 
faid Charles Croftes, for himfelf, his Heirs, Executors, Adminiftrators, arvd Afligns, do hereby mu¬ 
tually covenant, promife, acknowledge, and declare, that the faid within-written Indenture is the 
Deed of the faid United Company and the faid Charles Croftes, and legally binding as fuch upon 
the faid United Company and their SuccelTors, and the faid Charles Croftes, his Heirs, Executors, 
Adminiftrators, and Afligns, and every of them, from the ift Day of September, in the Year of our 
Lord 1779, being the Day of the Date thereof. In Witnefs whereof the Governor General and 
Council of the faid United Company’s Prefidcncy of Fort William in Bengal, on the Part and 
Behalf of the faid United Company, have to thefe Prefents fubferibed their Names, and affixed the 
common Seal of the faid United Company; and the faid Charles Croftes hath fet his Hand and 
Seal, this Day of September, in the 20th Year, &c. &c. &c. 

Agreed to the Indorfement delivered in by Mr. Tolfrey; and Ordered, that it be ingrofled on 
the Deeds, for the Execution of the Board and Mr. Croftes. 

The Secret.iry to the Board of Infpeftion, Mr.|Croftcs, and the Company’s Attorney, attending 
the Board, the abovementioned Indorfements are figned, fealed, and delivered, by the Governor 
General and Sir Eyre Coote, on the Part and Behalf of the Company, and by Mr. Croftes, on his 
own Part and Belialf, as one of the Parties to the faid Deeds. 

Ordered, That a Copy of the Draft of the Indorfement delivered in by Mr. Tolfrey, and the 
Proceedings of the Board in cortfeqiicncc, be lent to the Secretary ct the Board of Infpedtion, to 
be entered on the Proceedings of hU Department. 

A true Fxtnft. 

(Signed) E. I lay, 

.*• S. Secy. 

Sbl. Com. Rip. IX. * 1 * 


F XTRACT 
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EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Board of Infpedlion at Fort William in Bengal, the 
a6th October 1780. 

The following Letter and Enclofures having been received from the afllng Secretary to the 
Council, the Secretary of this Department iffued an Order to be publiflied to the Army, agreeable 
to the Commands of the Governor General and Council, fignifying that an Affignmcnt had been 
made to Mt*. John Fergi Ton of Mr. Crofees’s Contrails for providing Draft and Carriage Bul¬ 
locks and Camels for the life of the Army, and alfo of his Contraft for viftualling the Euro¬ 
pean Troops on this Eftablifhment; and that the Board direfted Mr. Ferguffon to be confidered 
as Contraftor, in the room of Mr. Croftes, and all Orders, Payments, and other Matters that 
concern thefe Contrafts, to be ilTued to and tranfaAed with Mr. Ferguffon. 


Sir, 


To Mr. John Bcbb, Secretary to the Board of Infpeftion. 


The Honourable Board having been pleafed to comply with the Requeft made in a Letter 
from Mr. Croftes, of which I fend you an atteffed Copy, I am direfted to make this known to 
you, and to convey to you the Board’s Commands, that you iffue all the Orders required in 
coniequence. 

1 am. 

Sir, 


/Council Chamber, 
3d October 1780. 


Your moft obedient Servant, 

(Signed) E. Hay, 

Ailing Secretary. 


To the Honourable Warren Haltings, Efquire, Governor General, and the Council of Fort 

William. 


Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 

I humbly beg Leave to acquaint you, that I have afligned over my Contrail for providing and 
feeding Draft and Carriage Cattle for the Ufe of the Army, and alfo my Contraft for vidlual- 
ling the European Troops on this Eftabliihment, to Mr. John Ferguffon, your Contraflor in 
my ftead, and will give Direilions that all Orders, Payments, and other Matters that concern 
thefe Contrails, may be iffued to and tranfailed with him. 

Calcutta, I have the Honour to be, moft refpeitfully, 

ad Oilobcr 1780. Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

A true Copy, Your moft obedient and 

E. Hay, moft humble Servant, 

S. Secretary, (Signed) C* Croftes. 


EXTRACT of Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 
Department, to the Court of Direilors, dated the 29th November 1780. 

Par. 92. Mr. Charles Croftes has afligned over to Mr. John Ferguffon his Contrail for fup- 
plying the Army with Draft and Carriage Cattle, and alfo his Contrail for viilualling the Euro¬ 
pean Troops in this Eftablilhmenc. We dirciled Mr. Fergulfon to be confidered, in all Refpeits, 
as Contrailor, in the room of Mr. Croftes. 
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PROCEEDINGS of the Governor General and Council at Fort William in Bengal, rela¬ 
tive to the Contrail for viilualling Fort William, concluded in 1779. 

Extrail of Letter from the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their Public 
Department, to the Court of Direikors, dated 14th January 1780. 

Par. 65. p RE VIOU S to the Receipt qf your Commands of the 23d December 1778, we had 
* converted the Plan of Mr. Belli’s Agency, for keeping up a conftant Supply of Vic¬ 
tualling Stores in Fort William for the Ufe of a Siege, into a Contrail, and entered into written 

Engagements 
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Engagements with him to continue the fame for Five Years. We neverthclefs communicated to 
Jvm your Orders for reftrifting the Commiflion upon his Purchafes to ao inftcad of jo per 
Ci-nt. and for preparing Accounts of his aftual Dimurfements, to be laid before us.—ijy his 
Aufwer he avers, that the full Advantages of his Office have fallen far fliort of the Computation 
m -dc of what they would have amounted to at the Allowance of only ‘ib per Cent.; yet, as he has 
piomifed to deliver in his Accounts, which we expeft will ffiortly come before us, we forbear to 
make any Remarks upon his Cafe, or to take further Meafures with him for the prefent. 


EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal, dated jd March 1780. 

Par. 28. In Compliance with your Commands of the (tjd December 1778, refpefting the 
Agency for keeping a Supply ofViftualling Stores in Fort William, which were notified to 
Mr. Belli, he has laid before us a complete Abftraft Account of his Agency, from the Time of 
his Appointment to the 31ft January 1780* flicwing on one Side the Amount of Payments 
made to him, both for the Provifion of Stores and for Commiflion ; and on the other Side, the 
adlual Coft of the Stores laid in, together with the LoflTes really fuftained by the Agent in chang¬ 
ing them, and the Expences incurred in the Execution of his Bufinefs.—By the Account thus 
clearly ftated, it appears that the Whole of the Profits reaped by the Agent, during the Courfe of 
Three Years Service, amounts to Current Rupees 1,52,290. 8. 6.» but from this Sum muft be 
deduced the Difference in Value of the prefent Stock from the Standard of the original Pur- 
chafe, and the Charges of exchanging all the Articles which are pcrifhable, as fuch Change is 
about to be effefted j and this the Agent computes at 50,000 Rupees; fo that a clear Profit is 
left to him of Current Rupees 1,02,209. 8. 6.; A Sum which appears much Icfs than you were 
given to expeft it would amount to, at a Commiflion of only 20 per Cent, per Anhum. 

29. We muft further remark, that this Profit is partly compofed of a Saving on the original 
Purchafe upon the Prices fixed by the Board, from the cafual Fluiftuation of the Markets 5 a 
Circumftance which can never happen again, unlefs the Quantity Ihould be increafed, and frefti 
Purchafes made in confcquence, at a favourable Rate: And partly, as the Agent alTures us, by 
the State of the Market, at which no Scarcity has prevailed of the muft clTential Articles, flnee 
his Appointment. 

30. The Agent conclude.s, with declaring his Inability to perform his Coiitraift at a lower Rate 
than that which is allowed him j and with urging, that the Profits for Three Years, with a Com¬ 
miflion of 30 per Cent, have fallen lb far Ihort of what you fuppofed they would amount to at 20 
per Cent, which Commiflion you have affented to his letaining, that it could never be your In¬ 
tention, under fuch Circumllances, that he Ihould refund the Advantages he has received, than 
which he is to receive Ihould be diminiflied. 

31. Here the Matter now refts j and we beg Leave to refer it to your Juftice for a final and 
iiTipaicial Decifion j requefting at the fame Time, that you will give Attention to the Letters of 

the Agent, noted in the Margin, and to the Governor General’s Minute, which makes a Number * 

in the Packet. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Military 
Department, dated 15th July 1779. 

Extraft of Sir Eyre Coote’s Minute. 

I approve of the Depot of Provifions, and Regulations refpefling its being kept up. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Military 
Department, the 9th Auguft 1779. 

Read Minute by the Commander in Chief, on the Depot of Provifions for Fort William. 

(See Proceedings, 15th July.) 

Governor General—Having received frequent Remonftranccs from the Agent for this Depot, 
concerning the heavy Lofles and Inconvcniencies to which he is fubjccT:cd by the prifcnt inde¬ 
finite Term of his Agency, which obliges him to purchafe the different Articles of the Stores at the 
currentPrices of the Markets, and in fuch Quantities as are fpccified in the preferibed Lifts; which in 
Times of Scarcity can neither be procured of equal (^antitic.s as in Scafons of Plenty, nor 
without an Increafe in the Price, fometimes even exceeding the Rates preferibed in the Tabic 
formed by the Board j the Governor General recommends, that the Agency be converted into 
a Contraft, and be fixed for the Term of Five Years. The Governor Cicncral defircs his Morion 
to be inferred in this Place j but, to prevent any Delay in paffing dw Rdblutious required by the 
I Siibjeft? 
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Subjefts exprefsly fubmitted to the Board by the Commander in Chief in his Minute, he 
defires that the Opinion of the Board may be received upon it in Circulation. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, at Fort William, in 
their Military Department, 17th Auguft 1779. 

In Circulation. 

EXTRACT Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of the 9th Augufl: 

1779, refpedbing the Depot of Provifions for Fort William; viz. 

Sir Eyre Coote*^! approve of the Depot of Provifions, and Regulations regarding its being 
kept up. 

Governor General—Having received frequent Remonftrances from the Agent of this Depot, 
concerning the heavy Lofics and Inconycniencics to which he is fubjefted by the prefent indefinite 
Term of his Agency, which obliges him to purchafe the different Articles of the Stores at the 
current Price of the Markets, and in fuch Quantities as are fpccified in the preferibed Lifts; 
which in Times of Scarcity can neither be procured of equal Qualities as in Scafons of Plenty, 
nor without an Increafe in the Price, fometimes even greatly exceeding the Rates preferibed in 
the Table formed by the Board ; the Governor General recommends, that the Agency be 
converted into a Contraft, and be fixed for the Term of Five Years. The Governor General 
defires his Motion to be inferted in this Place but, to prevent any Delay in palTing the Rcfolu- 
tions required by the Subjefts exprefsly fubmitted to the Board by the Commander in Chief in 
his Minute, he defires that the Opinion of the Board may be received upon it in Circulation. 

Sir Eyre Coote—I entirely concur in the Motion of the Governor General, as I am clear that a 
Contraftor can aft cheaper, and, of courfe, perform the Service better, by having his Contraft 
for a Series of Years, than for One only, when his Profits muft be immenfe, even bear him harm- 
Icfs, and much more to fecure him a Profit; and this is better known than I do, by Members of 
this Board, to be the general Praftice in Europe. 

However, had I not thefe fundamental Principles to induce me to fupport the Governor Ge¬ 
neral's Motion, I fhould ftill moft heartily join in it, from the long Knowledge I have of the 
Merits of Mr. Belli, whofe Abilities, Honor, and Integrity I know to be equal to any Charge 
that Government can confer upon him; and which, I am confident, he will execute with as much 
Advantage to his Employers as Credit to himfelf, and thofe who place him in it. 

Mr. Francis—Every Objeftion urged againft difpofing of the Bullock Contraft for Five Years, 
in the Manner propofed, in my Opinion, lies with greater Force againft this Propofition. Both 
of them ftand in dircft Contradiflion to the 36th Article of the Company’s Inftruftions to this 
Board, in which it is Ordered, “ that all ^ontrafls, with the Conditions, be publicly adver- 
“ tifed, and fcaled Propofals received for the fame, &c,” 

The Bufinefs of fupplying the Fort with Stores, has hitherto been performed by Agency, and 
this Mode was exprefsly chofen by the Governor General himfelf, becaiife an Advertifement for 
a Contraft for fiieh Stores would be improper: It would be to tell the World what Provifion was 
made for the Defence of the Garrifon.—Sec Confiiltation 4th November 1776. 

The Governor General now reprefents that he has received frequent Remonftrances from the 
Agent for this Depot, concerning the heavy Lofies and Inconycniencics to which he is fubjefted 
by the prefent indefinite Term of his Agency; and on this Ground recommends, that it may be 
converted into a Contraft, and be fixed for the Term of Five Years. 

It is natural enough that the Agent, after enjoying the moft profitable Employment that 1 
believe ever cxillcd under this Government, fince January 1777, without any public Complaint 
of thefe heavy Lofies and Inconvenience againft which he now remonftrates, fhould wifh to have 
it fccured to him for Five Years longer. It is alfo very natural, that at the approaching Expiration 
of this Government, he fhould feel fomc Apprehenfions for the Fate of his Agency under a new 
one, and that he fhould ufe his Intereft with a Majority of the Board, if pofTible, to put it out 
of the Power of their SuccefTors to reduce his immoderate Profits, or to make any new Arrange¬ 
ments for the public Service in this important Department; but when he affirms that he has 
fuflercd heavy Lofifes and Inconvcoicncies by the indefinite Term of his Agency, fo extraordinary 
a Propofition ought to have been accompanied with fomething like a Proof. Nothing Icfs than 
its being brought befoie us by the principal Members of tfie Board, could induce me to give it 
a ferious Confideration. 

In oppofition to it, I fhall ftatc fomc Fafts, which, I believe, will fet the Matter in a clear 
Light. 

ift. The Amount of the Provifions fupplied by the Agent fince the Commencement of his 
Agency is Current Rupees 3,70,25a Prime Coft, as per Account annexed. This Sum is advanced 
to him by Government, as faft as his Supplies arc purchafed; confcquently he has not been 
I'ubjcdl to any Diftrefs or Difficulty to raife Money. He lofes nothing on the Head of Intereft; 
and if he is not very carclefs or unlkilful in his Management, he ought to have been a con- 
fidcrablc Gainer on the original Purchafe of the fcveral Articles, independent of the Ptofirs he 
may make by the occafional Converfion of the Stores at favourable Opportunities. He has the 

Favour 
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t^avotir an 4 PfOte^ion of GoVerhnient to fupport him in his Puihtha^k whith in this Couiitfy 
is no fmall Advantage. Ht buys great Quantities at a Time, and at what Seafdn he pleafeS, 
and is paid at the Average Rate fixed by the Bazar Price of fmall Qyantitics: That h, he buys 
in Grols, and in Effedt fells in Retail. And laftly, he trades with a Stock purchafed for him with 
the public Money. 

ad. To fecure the Agent, however, agaipR all pofilble LolTes, to enable him to keep a conftaMr 
Stock, and to reward him for his Trouble, It Was originally agreed to take the Opinion of Three 
of the rnoft refpcdable Merchants in Calcutta, what might be a reafonable Commiflion on tlie 
Value of the Supplies to anfwcr all the above Purpofes; and MelTrs. Robinfon, Kellican, and 
Croftes, who were conlulted on this Occafion, reported, that Twenty per Cent, per Annum would 
be a reafonable CommifTion. 

It Was Rcfolvcd, ncverthclcfs, by the Governor General and Mr. Barwcll, againft General Cla- 
vering's Opinion and mine, 30 per Cent, per Annum fhould be allowed. 

3d. The Commiflion already drawn by the Agent, on a Supply of Current Rupees 3,70,252, 
amounts to Current Rupees 2,29,912; that is, fince the 10th of March 1777. His Annual Com- 
mlflion on the above Sum amounts to Current Rupees 1,11,075. Yet he complains that he fuf- 
fers heavy Loflfes and Inconveniencies by the indefinite Term of his Agency. 

Nothing more, I imagine, need be faid to demonftfate the Unreafonablencfs and Inexpediency 
of any Mcafure tending to continue the Agency on its prefent Footing. But, independant of all 
other Objeftions, I objeft to the prbpofed Coiltraft, as to an Aft exceeding the Limits of our law¬ 
ful Authority. 

^ If it be in the Power of a Majority of this Board, at the Moment of their own Diflblution, to 
bind their SucceflTors by Engagements for ahy Term they think proper, and to difable them from 
correfting any exiting Abufe, it will be In vain for the Company or Parliament to change the 
Adminiftratipn of the Company’s AlFairs in tl»i» Country, and to veil it in Other Hands. 

That Queftion, however, if I continue in the Government, lhall be tried on Behalf' of the 
Company } and if it be in my Power, the exorbitant Profits Of this Agency, in whatever Shape it 
mAy be continued, fliall be reduced. In the mean Time, I proteft againft the Propofition, and 
will not fign the Contraft, 


A STATEMENT of the Amotint ofViftualling Stores lodged in the Garrifon of Fort 
' William by the Agent Viftualler, with the Amount of Commiflion drawn thereon by him, for 
' keeping up the Supplies in good Order and Coiidjidon, 

One Bill for fundry Viftualllng Stores, dated loth Mirch 1777 7x,9aj 9 H 

One D" — .** — II April ■*— 45 >S 49 * 8 4 

One D” . —4May —32,758 la jJ 

Commiflion on D* 30 per Cent. — 45,069 7 — 

One Bill — — dated 7 June 1777 — — 27,329 4 9? » 

Commiflion on D* 30 per Cent. — —• 8,198 12 7J ^ 

One Bill — — dated 4 Oftober 1777 — —27,936 o 81 -a ,, g 

Commiflion on D* 30 per Cent. — — 8,380 12 lOj <S J 

One Bill — — dated 30 November — —40,393 i 3? __ 

Commiflion on D* 30 per Cent. — — 12,117 1^4 95 5 » “* 

One Bill — — dated 30 April 1778 — Ji »374 *3 9 \ .r oa.7 e — 

Commiflion on D* 30 per Cent. — — 9,47* 7 34 i 

One Bill — — dated 4 November 1778 —27,24310 9I 

CommifTion on D* 30 per Cent. — — 8,173 i i j 

One Bill — — dated 21 January 1779 — — 33>378 i a? ai 101 8 — 

CommifTion on D* 30 per Cent. — — 10,013 6 105 

One Bill — — dated 7 April — —32,166 4 5 l -1 816 2 6 

CommifTion on D® ^o per Cent. — — 9,649 14 i J ^ * 

CommifTion charged as follows on the undermentioned Sums Hated 
above, for prelerviag in good Condition the Articles which compofe 
their Amount. * 


On 1,50,231 8 2 April 1778 to the i May 1779 — 4J1069 7 — 

27^329 4 9 - O* 27 June 1778 D® 27 June 1779 — 8,198 12 7/ 

27,936 08 D® 4 Oftober 1778 D® 4 Oftober 1779 — 8,380 12 lol 

40,393 13 0® 30 November 1778 D® 30 November 7 , A 

1779 — — —5 7 4 y\ 

1,50,231 82 D* 30 April 1779 D® 1 May 1780 — 4^,069 7 o-' 

Current Rupees 


1,18,836 6 


N. B. The above Account ftates the Amount of Stores fuppTied and Commiflion drawn 
thereon, by the Bills and Accounts Current of Ac Agent, and by fuch i^ayments from Ac Trca- 
, StL. Com. Rep. IX. * m * fury 
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fury as appear to be ^ecificaUy .ftated. TUs ExpladeciilfX'lkat been iju>uglu neceflary, as fume of 
the Paynnents entered in the Treafiary Account eefer only to Order of Council, none of the Par¬ 
ticulars of which are mentiooed a by which Means the Corrcfpondencc between the Sums fo 
charged to have been paid to the Agent Viftualler, and the Particulars entered in his Accounts, 
does not in each Inftance appear: Wherefore it became necelTary to rely cliicfly on the Correft- 
nefs of the latter in Anting the foregoing Account. 

Fort William, Errors excepted., James Millar, 

Accountant General’s Office, Afting Accountant General. 

14th Auguft 1779. 

Mr. Barwcll—I have read with Attention the Diffent and Proteft of Mr. Francis to the Mca- 
fure for continuing the Supply of Victualling Stores with Mr. Belli, the prefent Agent who fur- 
nilhcs thefe Stores. 

The Principle on which this Difieat is grounded might require Examination, if the Warintb 
with which it is made, and the Intimation given in the concluding Words of it, would allow any 
one who reads it to doubt the Influence under which it is written. 

That Species of Defpotifm which is eftabli/hed and maintained by the Operation of an un- 
remitted Dependance on the Will of Rulers, of all others moft pernicious to a Community, 
becaufe every Member of a Community fo circumftanced, muft, when it fyftematically preva^s, 
either preferve his Station by Icrvilc Compliances, or rifle it by adventuring to aft on Principles 
of Freedoni i in Ibort, unremitted Oepcndance for pecuniary Benefits, is a conftant Bribe given 
to every Individual by the Rulers of every State, who annex it as a Condition to the Benefit they 
confer} I cannot therefore acquiefee in the Reafoning 1 have heard advanced by the Members 
in Oppofltion, nor fubferibe to their Opinion, which would make the prefent Agent, who fur- 
niflics and keep; up the Depot Provifions for the Garrifon of Fort William, hold his Office 
during Pleafurc. * 

The Objeftions which are made to the Commiffion of 15 per Cent, for furnifhing the Stores, 
and to the 15 per Cent, allowed to indemnify the Agent for replacing the decayed and damaged 
Stores, and renewing the whole Depot every Year, are indeed ingenioufly ftated, and the inventive 
Powers appear tafleed to the utmoft, to nuke this Commiffion and this Allowance, amounting in 
the Whole to 30 per Cent, ftrike the fuperficial Reader as an exorbitant Premium} but I will 
adventure to affirm, on my own Knowledge of the perifhable Nature of the Stores lupplied and 
kept up, that it is not poffible for the Agent to derive much of any Benefit, if he does not fiifFer 
a Lofs, which I really tlunk he muft, from this Part of his Engagenvent: Where is the Garrifon, 
in which a D^ot ot Provifion is kefTt at the public Charge, that does not condemn .more than 
15 per Cent of fuch Store in the Coarfe of One Year, over and above, the heavy Lofs ariling to 
the Public by the Yearly Renovation of the Depot ? I believe the Depot of the Garrifon of 
Gibraltar is npt, nor can be maintained by the. Englifh Government at fo fmall an Expence, 
while the Supplies are contrafted for, and the Lofs on condemned Stores borne by the Nation, 
as will as of tnofc which, though not condemned, arc fold off at the End of every Year, as be¬ 
ing of a very perilhable Nature } and though fit for immediate Ufe, are not in a State of Pre- 
fervation, or capable of it, for the Courfe of another Seafon. And if this is the Cafe, and it 
certainly is the Cafe, of per Cent, for the Renovation of the Depot of Provifion for Fort 
William, and the Lof; anfing from condemned Stores, is a. very moderate Premium, much 
more moderate, I affirm, than the Expence would be to our Government, was a Contraft en¬ 
tered into for an Annual Supply, and the old Stores in Prefervation, and thofe condemned, 
fold at the End of every Year for Government—Why it Ihould be advanced as an Argument 
igainft the Mode propqfed for keeping up a Depot in high and perfeft Prefervation, chat the 
Agent poffibly may do^ it without Lofs to hiiqfelf, I cannot comprehend, unlefs it means to 
ifflrm by Implication, that Government can keep up fuch a Depot with equal Facility, and with¬ 
out Loft, or little Loft. If this-is the Pofition laboured to be cftabliflied, I deny it, and 
the Experience of cycry Msn i»uft xdhtradift it. In what Office of our Government, or in any 
Government, are Stores of't perilhable Nature kept up without Lofs, and a heavy Lofs, to 
the Government ? I' am furq, ih no Office that has ever fallen under my Obfervation, and I call 
upon the other Members ft^Infdrmation, if any Office has under theirs. . 

In all the Offices of Supply under our Government, Advances arc made on the Application of 
our Officers, and a Commiffion of 15 per Cent, allowed on .the Rates fixed by Government on 
the .Articles to be fupplied i on many Ahicies this Conimilfioa is reduced' , to nothing, as their 
real Price far ex'ce^d the Rates, while on others it is enhanced by being,below the Rates. I 
dare affirm, tlip Agent for keeping w the Depot of Provifions for Fort William would 
efteem himfclf veiiy happy to draw this Commiffion clear for his Supplies^^ and difengi^e him- 
felf from the further Allowance of 15 per Cent, with the'Condition, annexed to it, of renew¬ 
ing and keeping up theDq)ot: But as lam convinced, it is not for the Intereft of Govern- 
ibeht to wait till's Condition, and ^pntraft at 15 per Cent, fimply for an Annual Supply, I can 
riever ^ acquiefte to mike his Office a mere Office of Supply, and fubjeft the Company to the 
burfhenfo^jC Loft qf renewing Yearly fuch perilhable .Scores. The perplexed and intricate Man¬ 
ner in which tH,e ACcouiif. annexed to Mr. Francis's Minute is drawn, obliges me to oppoR to 
it a morefimpte and comprchcnfivc ooe* ‘lbewing the Periods, the Amount of the Supplies, and 

the 
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die Commiflion, to the tft May 1779> from ift May ^777» in whifch Pertbd ^the firft Putchafe of 
1^50,031. S. ®. mufr have been renewed twicer at the Ex^nce of the Agent, am\ the fub- 
fequent ones, to the 30th April 1778, once. 

I will not propofe, that the Commiffion drawn, the 15 per Cent., Ih the Conrfe of the Htme 
Period in any other Office Ihould ftand oppofed. I am convinced none of the other Offices 
of Supply are fo low, or in which the Services of the Agents have a meaner Reward, 

I agree to the Propofition of keeping up a Depot of Provifion for the Garrifon of Fort Wil 
liaiii, on the Terms of the exilling Agency, on a Contract for 5 Years. 


A state of the Amount of Stores lodged in the Garrifon of Port "William by the Agent 
"Vid^uallcr, fpecifying the Dates of fuch Lodgments, and Ihewing the Amount of Commi/llon 
which would-accrue thereon, at 30 per Cent, per Annum, or ai per Cent, per Menfem, from 
their refpeftive Dates to the ift May 1779. 


BILLS. 

Dates of Bills. 



Amount Commiflion. 

Three BiMs — 


I May — 1777 

1,50,231 

8 

2 


90,138 

14 

.. 

One 

D' — 

— 

47 June — — 

47.391 

4 

9 

1 so 3 

15.699 

6 

10 

One 

t)* — 


4 October — — 

27,936 


8 

I 6 26 

13.176 

7 

9 

One 

D* — 

— 

30 November - 


I 

3 

» 5 — 

17,167 


11 

One 

D* 

— 

ju April — 1778 

311574 

*3 

9 


9.474 

7 

3 

One 

— 


4 November — 

47.443 

10 

9 

—• 5 26 

3.995 

II 

6 

One 

D* — 

— 

ai January 1779 

331378 

1 

2 

— 3 9 

4.753 

II 

_ 

One 

D* — 

— 

7 April — — 

32,166 

4 

5 

-- 231 

616 

8 

4 




" Cur* R* 

3.70.454 

12 

til 

Cur’ R* 1,52,420 

3 

7 


Fort William, 
Acc‘ Gen' Office, 
19 Auguft 1779. 


(Signed) 
Errors excepted. 


Ja* Miller, 

Aft* Acc‘ GencraU 


Mr. Wheler—As I have upon a very recent Occafion affignecl my Reafons for preferring An¬ 
nual Contrafts to Engagements of a longer Period j and as I have Hkewife enileavourcd to prove 
that no other can be entered into without fubjefting, on the one Hand, the Contractor to an im- 
reafonablc Degree of Rilk, or the Company, on the other, to an improvident Bargain j it remains 
only for me to add, that in my Opinion, if Pains were taken to fclcCl, from among the Variety of 
Contracts that already have, or probably very foon will, become the SubjcCl of public Difeuffion, 
it might prove difficult to take from the Mafs One where the Fttnefs of an Annual Contraft, in 
preference to a longer Period, was more ftriking, and where the Arguments In fivour of a con¬ 
trary Opinion can with lefs EffeCt or Rcafon be applied. 

The Advantage and Utility of Annual Contrafts are fo well known in England, that 1 do not 
recolleft a Angle Inftance among the Company’s Engagements, whether for Military or Naval 
Storci, for Provifions, for arty Article either for Exporter Home Confumption, where the Contracts 
or Engagements have not expired with the Year; and although I feem called upon by the Com¬ 
mander in Chief to evince the contrary PraClice, I muft here declare, that thofe which I had the 
Honour to be engaged in with Government, were for no longer a Period : I may llkcwifc fiirtlvcr 
add, that the Public received no fmall Advantage from the Ihort Duration of thofe Contracts, yet 
Sufficient jj^couragement Was given to the Contractors. 

If then the fundamental Principles of Contractors ate, as I have Aatcd them, in favour of An¬ 
nual ones, or if this Precaution is neceflary, and generally adapted in a Co-untiy where the Value 
of each Article can be afeenained with fo much Facility and F.afe, and where either a Rife or Fall 
of the Markets cafily exceed Five per Cent, how much more expedient muft a Amilar Regula¬ 
tion prove in Bengal, where there is frequently a Fluctuation of 30 per Cent. ? 

To prove the Utility of cntcrirtg into Engagements for fo long a Period as Five Years, it is 
riccelfem in my Opinion, to ftate very different Arguments from thofe made ufe of in the Go- 
Vefitctf' Gaieral’a Minute» viaf. Jt ought to be clearly afeertained, that the Articles to be con* 
traCted-foP are ftrtigcCt to Ihtle or no Fluctuation, and they will certainly be procured at or about 
the fame Price which reguferfea the Markets at the Commencement of the Contract Without 
feme fuch Rules,., the contracting Parties will become equally expofed to the ill Confcqucnces of 
long Engagements j which Aiorter ones are better calculated to relieve, if not entirely exempt 
Aem from. 

In addition to the above Arguments, it may be ncceffary to obferve, that a Depot of ProVi- 
Aon in Fort "William can only be required in the Cafe of a War, or the- Apprehcnfion of a War j 

and 
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and that many Circumftanc<i ‘wMch might rendei* if quite tinne<e«fraryi‘and 
leave the Contra^, if extended to the Tunc proppfed, an ufclefs Burthen and ExpCncc on the 
Company. 

For thefe Reafons I am againft entering into any Contra^ for a Term exceeding One 
Year. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal in their 
Public Department, the a6th Auguft 1779, 

EXTRACT Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Military Depart¬ 
ment, the 9th Auguft 1779. i- 

Read Minute by the Commander in Chief on the Depot of Provifions for Fort Willianl^ 

Sir Eyre Coote—I approve of the Depot ofProvifions, and Regulations refpeiling its being 
kept up. - 

Governor General—Having received frequent Remonftranccs from the Agent for this Depot, 
concerning the heavy Lo/Tes and Inconveniencies to which he is fubjefted by the prclent inde¬ 
finite Term of his Agency, which obliges him to purchafe the different Articles of the Stores *t 
the current Prices of the Markets, and in fuch Quantities as are fpeciBed in the preferibed Lifts« 
which in Times of Scarcity can neither be procured of equal Qualities'as in Seafons of Plenty, 
nor without an Increafc in the Price, fometimes even greatly exceeding the Rates preferibed in 
the Table formed by the Board; the Governor General recommends, that the Agency be con¬ 
verted into a Contraft, and be fixed for the Ttnu of rivc y»ar«. The Governor General dellres 
Ills Motion to be inferced in this Place j but, to prevent any Delay in palling the Relbliitions re¬ 
quired by the Subjefts exprcfsly fubmitted to the Board by the Commander in Chief ih his Mi¬ 
nute, he defires that the Opinion of the Board may be received upon it in Circulation. 

Rcfoivcd, That the Agency for furnilhing the Depot of Provifions for Fort William be con¬ 
verted into Contraft, and fixe for the Term of Five Years. 

A true Extraft, 

(Signed) Rob* Kyd, Secretary. 

Ordered, That the Company’s Attorney do prepare proper Deeds to be elitered into with Mr. 
Belli, to oblige him to perform the Service of keeping a conftant Supply of Vifkualling Stores in 
the Garrifon of Fort William, upon the Terms on which he now executes it by Agency. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their 
Public Department, the 6th September 1779, 

The Draft of a ContraA to be entered into with Mr. Belli, for keeping the Garrifon of Fort 
William fupplied with Provifions for the Ufc of a Siege, for Five Years, according to the Plan 
entered in Confultation the 4th November 1776, and the Refolution of the Board on the a6th 
ultimo, having been fent in by the Company’s Attorney, and circulated, the following Minutes 
were returned. 

Approved. (Signed) Warren Haftings, 

(Countcrfigned) Richard Barwell. 

Mr. Whelcr——Article ift—I refer to my Minute of the for my general Objeftions to this 
Contraft. 

Article ad—^As the Schedule or Indent (N* 5,) which only can determine tlic Propriety of this 
Article, docs not accompany the Draft of the Contract, I can make no Remark on it. 

The 3d Article is proper * and I am particularly happy to find, that though my Arguments in 
favour of a ioint Trufi, upon recent and fitnilar Occafion, proved ineffectual, they are neverthe^ 
Icfs adopted on the prefent. 

I’he 4th Article is proper, fo far as relates to the perilhable Stores, 

I objeCi: to the Excefs of the 5th Article. 

Article 6th—By this Article the Company will, at the Expiration of Five Years, have paid 
150 per Cent, for new Wine j whereas by keeping the original Stock, and allowing a Commif- 
fion upon I'uch Part only as is equal to the Waftage, the Ganffon will be better ferved, and 
the Company’s Treafurc lefs exhaufted : (The fame Obfervation will hold good in regard to all 
Spirituous Liquors). And as Madeira Wine is now at a lower Rate than it has ever yet been 
known, the whole Quantity Ihould be immediatelyjpurchafed. 

Article 7th—The Stores delivered muft be in Proportion to the Advances preceding the 
Delivery. 

8th»l object to the Commifllon. 

Sth 
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^t)i>->>Proper, if the Ptfrfon is appointed by the Commanding Officer in Garrifon. 
loth Articlc--*This is proper. 

(Signed) Edward Whelcr. 

Ordcred> That the Contract be ingrofled by the Company’s Attorney, for figning, according to 
the Draft/ 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council, in their Public 
Department, the 4th Odober 1779. 

The Governor General having fent in the following Minute, refpeAing the Contracl entered 
into with Mr. Belli, it was circulated for the Perufal of the other Members of the Board. 

The Governor General defires the following Minute may be recorded on the Proceedings, in 
Reply to Mr. Francis of the 17th of Auguft. 

Governor General-—Mr. Barwcll has already fo fully anfwered every ObjcAion urged by Mr. 
Francis againft the Propriety of continuing to Mr. Belli the Agency for fupplying the Garrifon of 
Fort William with Provifions for Five Years, that any further Remarks from me appear to be unne- 
ceffary. But when I confider Mr. Belli’s Situation in my Family, and the Acrimony of Style difplayed 
in Mr. Francis’s Proteft, as well as the feveral Infinuations contained in it, I cannot help deeming 
the violent Oppofition he has made to my Motion as perfonal; and viewing it in this Light, I fhall 
trouble the Board with a few Remarks upon the Subjeft, after having thankfully acknowledged 
how much I think myfelf obliged to Mr. Barwell, whatever were his Motives, both for the Readi> 
nefs and Ability with which he has refuted the Arguments offered by Mr> Francis againft this 
Meafurc. 

Mr. Francis begins by obferving, that the ContraA is in dire(ft Oppofition to the Company’s 
Orders ; and that the Bufinefs has hitherto beetl performed by Agency, &c. To furnifh a Depot 
for the Garrifon of Fort William, is not a Bufinefs for Proclamation, nor to be difpofed of to the 
lowed Bidder, for the Reafons which I before ufed, and which Mr. Francis, I know not why, has 
(juoted againft it. 

An Agency with a fixed Rate, and a fixed Comrniilion, is to all Intents and Purpofes ,a Contrafti 
All that I have now propofed, is to fix the Term, and to bind the Gontraftorby Penalties. 

I can by no Means agree with Mr. Francis, That the Agent Viftualler enjoys the moft pro- 

fitable Employment that ever exifted in this Government.” 

Mr. Livius has an Agency, with 15 per Cent. Commiffion on Articles rated by former Charges 
of Commiffaries, of courfe greatly above the real Coft. Mr. Livius is profeffcdly patronifed by Mr. 
Francis, who pafTes his Bills. Nine or Ten L.acks thus paid to him are yet Unaccounted for. 

In Anfwer to Mr. Francis’s Infinuations, that it is natural enough for the Agent to wifti to fe- 
cure himfelf before the Expiration of the prefent Government: I avdw the Faft as to inyfclC as 
well as the Agent. 

When I fee a fyftematic Oppofition to every Meafure propofed by me for the Service of the 
Public, by which an Individual may eventually benefit, I cannot hefitate a Moment to declare it. 
to be my firm Belief, that fliould the Government of this Country be placed in the Hands of the 
prefent Minority, they would feck the Ruin of every Man conncdled with me ; It is tlicrefore only 
an Adt of common Jufticc in me to wilh to fecurc them, as far as 1 legally can, from thtf Appre- 
henfion of future Oppreflion. 

Mr. Francis has grofsly miftated my Minute, when he fitys I affirm the Contradtor has fuftained 
heavy Loffes by the indefinite Term of his Agency. I am forry to add this to the many Inftan- 
ces upon Record, during the Courfe of our DeWes, of the Inaccuracy of Mr. Francis’s Quotations, 
and his fubfeqUent Reafonings in cortfequence. 

I laid, he was “ fubjedted” to many heavy LoffeS; .and fome he has adlUally Aiftained in the 
Purchafe of Articles at ad per Cent, above the Table of Rates. On the capital Article of Grain, hd 
has indeed been a Gainer, his Purchafes having been luckily made at a Time of Plenty, and his 
Sales with the public Apprehenlloil of a Scarcity. HisSucc^s in tbh Inftance has alarmed him for 
the future, and with Reafon^ 

Suppofe the RevSrfe had happened, with his indefinite Agency, which may ckpire To-morrow, 
he can only venture to purchafe what is immediately wanted, and that he is obliged to provide, 
he cannot venture to inveft a large Capital in diftant CommifTionsj of courfe, his Purchafes, by be¬ 
ing made at Hand, arc from the deareft as well as the neareft Markets. He may buy his Rice 
At 40 Seers for the Rupee, he may be under the Necclfity of felling it at 40, and this one Article 
prove his Ruin. 

With what Propriety can the Profits of this Agency be ftiled immoderate ? 

The Rates were fixed by accurate and actual Rates of the Market, .ind the Agent W'as allowed 
the cuftomary CommilRon of 15 per Cent, on the Purchafes. He was obliged to charge the 
Stores, and allowed for Damages (which in many would be the Lofs of the \Vhole, and In all of 
fomething) ic per Cent, on the Prime Coft fo fold. This- Mr. I'ranris calls 30 per Cent, and 
rates it as a clear Profit. 


SxL. Com. Rbp. IX. 


Befides 



APPENDIX, N* uo. 


Befides this Dfawbsek, th<! Afent, as will tppear from an Infpeftion of his Books, if called for, 
has frequently been obliged to purchafe Stores at a Price far exceeding the Allowances made to 
him by the Company. 


In purchafe of Ghee he has loft 
Moong 
Turmerick 
Oil — 

Salt Beef — 


20 per 
25 D". 

I7i 

52 D“. 
33 D*- 


Cent. 


He is likewife liable to Lofles in the Tranfportation of Goods to Calcutta; and by an Adven¬ 
ture from Purnea laftSeafon fuftained a Lofs of 10,000 Rupees. 

Mr. Francis, dating the Sum of Current Rupees 2,29,912, as clear Gain to tlie Agent, makes no 
Deduftions for the LoBes 1 have fpecified; nor has he confidered the Deci^, Waftage, Servants 
Wages, Cooley Hire, and other unavoidable Expenccs attending the Agency for near Three Years. 
But in order to fwell this Sum as much as polTiole, he has included in it above 70,000 Rupees as 
received by the Agent, though the Rifk for which it was paid to him will not expire till May 
1780. 

Mr. Francis once thought differently of my Plan. The Words of his Minute delivered on the 
4th November 1776, when it was firft read at the Board, were, “ If the Service be neceffary in any 
*' Degree, it is a Service of the hrft Neceffity, and fhould not be ftinted for the Sake of any in- 
“ confiderable Saving, which in the Event perhaps might only be apparent.” 

I am firmly in Opinion, and am happy to be confirmed in it by the Sentiments of the Com¬ 
mander in Chief, that the Service muft continue of the firft Ncceflity while we continue in Poffef- 
lion of Fort William. I alfo moft heartily concur with the Commander in Chief in Opinion, that 
the Board could not confer a Contraft of this Importance on a Gentleman of more Honour and 
Integrity than Mr. Belli, or who would more confcientioufly difeharge the Duties of it. 

In reply to Mr. Francises Obfervations, that Mr. Belli enjoys the Favour and Proteftion of Go¬ 
vernment, I do moft folemnly declare he has never applied to me for the moft trifling Interfe¬ 
rence or Support in his Agency. 

I have one Remark to make on the Subjeft of his Agency, fince Mr. Francis has thought 
proper to make fo pointed an Attack upon it. He muft remember how ftrenuoufly it was oppofed 
by the late General Clavering in the fevcral Stages; his Protefts and Remarks were tranfmitted to 
the Court of Direftors, and were received at a Time when our Proceedings were rigidly ferutiniz- 
cd, and when every Meafure propofed by me, which could be deemed in the fmalleft Degree ob- 
jeftionable, underwent the feverdft Comment My Plan for fupplyinff Fort William with Pro- 
vifions paffed without a Remark: And this is to me a convincing Proofthat the DireAors eftcemed 
it to be highly beneficial to the Company. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

I 

The following Minute from Mr, Francis, in Anfwer to the foregoing, having been fent to 
the Secretary Yeftcrday, he now lays it before the Board: 

Mr. Francis—I have not feen Mr. Barwcll’s Minute, in which the Governor General affirms, 
that “ every Objeftion urged by me againft the Contradt propofed to be given to Mr. Belli fbr 
“ Five Years, I did not know that fuch Minute exifted ; and, unlefs F^^s 

can be altered, I cannot for my own Part conceive it poffible, that mine can be refuted. The 
Governor General's Minute was tranfmitted to me this Morning. 

If Recrimination does not imply an Admiffion of the Charge, it certainly is no Defence 
againft it. I cannot allow that one Abufe is juftifled by another; nor am 1 bound to ahfwer 
any Objedtions, whether valid or not, to the Agency for Stores held by Mr. Livius. The Got 
vernor General and Mr. Barwell had juft as much Concern in giving it to him as 1 had ; if it be 
liable to Abufe, why is it not correfted ? If his Profits are too great, why have they not been 
reduced ? Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell have had abfolute Power in their Hands for above 
Three Years. It is not my Fault if they have not employed it as they think the Public Service 
requires. It is faid, That Mr. Livius has an Agency with Fifteen per Cent. Commiffion, 

on Articles rated by former Charges of Commiflaries; of courfe greatly above the real Coft.” 
If the Affertion were true in Terms, it remains to be explained, even on the Principle of Pre¬ 
cedents, how the giving 15 per Cent, to one Agent, juftifles giving 30 per Cent, to another. 
Mcflrs. Robinfon, Kellican, and Croftes, reported, that Twenty per Cent, per Annum would 
be a reafonable Commiffion'to Mr. Belli: Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barwell, neverthelefs, gavt 
him Thirty. With refpeft to the Military Storekeeper’s Book of Rates, the Fadt is, that it was 
formed by the late Colonel Dow, with the Approbation of the Board of Ordnance; not by the 
former Charges of Commiffaries, but by an Enquiry into the adlual Bazar Prices of that 
Period : Whether Mr. Livius gains or lofes by thofe Rates, is unknown to me : I believe, that 
occafionally he may do both; I have no Right to examine his Mercantile Books, nor docs it 
concern the Service in queftion. 
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It is faid, Afr. Livius is ^rofejftdly patronized ^ mo> 1 recomopcivlcd Uim to the Oflicer of 
Military Storekeeper* and I would maintain him in the juft Rights bclongiog to it, on the fomfl! 
Principle on which I would infift on his performing the Duties of it. Thus fer my Patronage 
of Mr. Livius has extended. 

But it is added. That I pa/s his Bills. The Affertion, as it ftands exprefll-d, may be fOppofed, to 
be a Miftake. Tne Governor well knows, that I refigned the Employnu-iu of Comptroller of 
the Offices from the End of December 1778, and that I have repeatedly urged to him the Ne- 
ceffity of requefting fome other Member of the Board to undertake it from that Period. Places 
of Influence or Profit are not often lb cafily relinquiffied. If the Accounts of the public. 
Offices have not fincc been examined, the Governor General, I prefume, will affign bis Rea-. 
fon for it to the Company. Neither is it true, that I ever pafied Mr. Livius’a Balls, in the Senfe 
plainly implied by the Governor General. They were conftantly examii;»d by Mr. Baugh and 
his Affiftant with the utmoft Scridtnefs, before they came to me for th^ir final ConfirmatioA t 
my Diary is before the Court of Dire6t;orS{ it was not polTible, therefore, th^t I could favour Mr. 
Livius, or any Body elfc, unlefs Mr. Baugh and I adled in Collufion. I defire, that he may be 
examined at the Board upon his Oath, and in my Abfcnce, concerning the Manner in which \ 
executed my Part of the Examination; and I moft earneftly requeft of Mr. Wheler, tio makq 
a Motion in my Behalf to this EfFedl, at the next Board of Jnfpeftion. I leave it to the Go^r 
vernor General and Mr. Barwell, to put fuch Queftions to him as they think proper. It would 
be much beneath me to make any other Reply to the Collufion, evidently meant to be 
drawn from the fuppofed Fa£t of my paffing Mr. Livius’s Bills, but that I receive it as it dc» 
ferves. 

Again, it is aflerted, ** that Nine or Ten Lacks, thus paid to Mr. Liviust are yet unaccounted 

for.*’ I do not know what the Amount of the Military Storekeeper’s Dilburfements may bf 
fincc December laft, having no Concern in the Examination of his Accounts; The Secretary ha^ 
the Monthly Accounts before him, and I defire he will ftatc the Amount in this Place *. The 
Military Storekeeper’s Accounts of his Dilburfements being given in to him every Month, and a 
Balance ftruck before he receives a further Advance for the enfuing Month, it cannot truly be 
faid, that the Sums he has received fince December laft are unaccounted for: If his Accounts are 
not examined, it is not his Fault. 

Any Perfon unacquainted with the Tranfaftion of Bufmefs in the Military Storekeeper‘s Olfice, 
and who faw only in what Circumftanccs, and with what apparent View, it is alTerted that Nine 
or Ten Lacks, thus paid to Mr. Livius fincc December laft, are yet unaccounted for, would natu¬ 
rally conclude, that this Money was all on account of his Agency for the Provifion of Military 
Stores; for if it were not fo, the Comparifon between his fuppofed Profits and thofe of Mr. Belli 
(to flicker which, Mr. Livius’s Name and Office are manifcftly introduced) proves nothing, and 
falls to the Ground. Now, the Faft is, that the greateft Part of the Monthly Sums ilfued to Mr* 
Livius, are advanced to him as Military Storekeeper, not as Agent: Out of tbefe, pays his 
own Office Charges by a fixed Eftablifliment; the Eftablilhmenc of the Commiflary General's 
Office, with the Price of all Articles furniflied by Lieutenant Colonel Green by Contradl; the 
Price of all the Powder furniflied Monthly by the Powder Contraftor; and many other Con¬ 
tingencies. In the Management of all thefe Dilburfements, the Military Storekeeper pays hs 
fall as he receives, and has no Profit whatfoever, not even that of having a Sum of public Mo¬ 
ney for a fliort Time in his Hands. It is a Faft, not unworthy of Notice in this Place, that all 
the other Heads of Offices receive their Monthly Advances Twenty Days before he docs, owing 
to fome Difficulty of Adjuftment between him and the Commiflary, by which in this Rcfpsdl: 
they both fuffer. The following Statement, which I have defired the Secretary to fill Vp, wifi 
Ihew what Proportion the foregoing Dilburfements bear to the total Amount of the Military 
Storekeeper’s Advances, fince December laft. 

ift. Total Amount of Advances from January 1779, inclufive — — 4,42,10^ 7 ^ 

ad. Amount of Office Charges, as per Eftablilhment, for D* 6,899 ^ 

3d. Amount paid to Lieutenant Colonel Green, for D" — 16,321 7 8 
4th. D° to the Powder Contraftor — — 1,24,605 14 9 

5th. Amount of all Other contingent Expenccs — 1,22,116 a 10 

Total-2,69,943 i 3 

^ Difference 1,72,162 6 3 


This Statement is only made up to the End of Auguft 1779, the Account of the Military 
Storekeeper’s Office for September not being yet received. 

(Signed) J. B< 


^ From ill January to the jift AuguH 1779 —■ — C. Rupees 4,13,965 13 6 

(Signed) J. Saogh. 
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To that Part of the GoVcrnolf General’s Minute which immediately follows, I fhall make no 
Anfwcr. He fuppofes his Fadls^ and draws hi$ ConcluHons from them. Perhaps we odght to 
deem it a Proof of his Moderation, that he has not endeavoured to fecure his Friends in the 
Poffeffion of all the lucrative ContraAs, as well as Employments, for the next twenty Years, and 
that he has confined the intended Operation of his Influence to fo fhort a Period as Five Years 
after the Expiration of his Adniiniftration : He had juft as good a* Right to do one as the 
other. 

I have quoteii the Governor General’s own Words at length, yet he fays, that I have grofsly 
mif-ftated his Minute i at the vrorft, I Could only have been guilty of a Mif-conftruAion; of 
which every Man who reads my Minute would be able to judge, having the Governor’s Words 
literally quoted before him*-I did really conceive that it was meant to be aflerted, or undcr- 
ftood at leaft, Mr. Rclli had fullered heavy LofTes and Inconveniencies. It did not occur to me 
that he could have made frequent Remonfiraneet concerning the heavy Lojfes and Inednvenieticies to 
which he was fubjeEted hy the prejent indefinite Term of bis Agency, if in fa A, and after an' Ex¬ 
perience of near Two Years, he had fuftcred no fuch LofTes and Inconveniencies ; we are, there¬ 
fore, to attribute thefe fret^uent Remonftrances of the Agent, not to any LofTes and Inconvfeni- 
encies he had aAually fuftained, but merely to the Quicknefs of his Apprehenfion. He finds 
himfclf fuhjeEied to LofTes, of which hitherto he has had no Experience *, and nothing lefs than 
a ContraA for Five Years can fccure him againft them. 

Here one would think we might be fure of FaAs, and that the Argument might be conclud¬ 
ed—The Governor General, however, is pleafed to take new Ground. After Charging me with 
having grofsly mif-ftated his Minute, in the ConftruAion I gave to the Words, JubjeEled to many 
heavy Lojfes, he himfelf now alTerts, that feme be has aEtually fuftained. The Word fomi, I pre- 
fume, muft refer to heavy Lojfes ; and if that be true, my ConftruAion of his original Words 
is no other than what he himfelf now gives to them, and confirms : If not, he muft be un- 
derftood to have intended to weaken his own Argument, by faying, that the Agent was only 
liable to heavy Lofles, when he might have faid, as he docs now, that he had aAually fuffered 
them. 

I have ftated the whole Commiflion as a clear Gain to the Agent, from a ConviAion that it 
was, or might have been fo, or within a mere Trifle of it. In the Supply of Articles of Pro- 
vifion, the Bazar Retail Rates of Calcutta arc the higheft that could be taken. A ContraAor 
who purchafes in grofs Quantities, in the different Parts of the Country in which the Articles 
are produced, ought to gain at leaft enough (between the Purchafe and the Company’s Price) 
to defray all Charges of Merchandize, and other Expences whatfoever} confidcring always, that 
he trades with the Public Money, and not his own. 

The Plan to which I originally gave my AlTent, was propofed at a Time when I thought an 
Invafion of thefe Provinces was a probable Event. That Apprehenfion, whether well or ill found¬ 
ed, was the Ground of this, and fevcral other Opinions delivered by me, tending to prove the 
Expediency, if not Neceflity, of putting thefe Provinces in a Pofturc of Defence. The Gover¬ 
nor General conftantly treated the Idea of an Invafion as chimerical { yet, in this Inftance, as 
well as in many others in which our Naval and Military Eftablifhmcnts have been, on his Prin¬ 
ciples, very unneceflarily augmented, he aAed as if he thought the Apprehenfion of an Invafion 
not ill-founded. His Opinion has been juftified by the Event} but they both condemn his 
ConduA. 

I never would ftint a ncccflary Service for the Sake of any inconfiderable Saving. I thought 
this a neceflary Service at the Time when it was propofed, and I would not have ftinted it j not 
that 1 difregard little Savings, but becaufe I know by Experience, that while they are attended to 
the great ones are negleAcd. But admitting that the Circumftances of Public Afiiiirs were not 
changed, as I affirm they arc, is this really the fame Plan to which I originally gave my Confent ? 
Did I ever confent to allow the Agent a Commiffion per Cent, per Annum, againft the 
Opinion of the Merchants to whom the Reference was rnade, and whofe Opinion was to have de¬ 
cided the Queftion ? On the contrary, did not I remonftrate againft it ? Was the Idea of binding 
the India Company by a ContraA to maintain a fpecific Garrifon at Fort William, and in one 
particular Mode, and whether they approved of it or not, and under every poffible Change of the 
Circumftances of the Government, ever fuggefted to me at the Time the Agency was propofed ? 
If thefe Queftions cannot be anfwered in the Affirmative, it follows, that it is not I who think 
diflfercntly of the Plan, but the Governor General, who has changed his Plan for a Purpofe in 
which the Public Service has no Concern. 

On the Remainder of the Governor’s Minute I lhall make no Remarks, though not for Want 
of Materials. I content myfelf with doing my own Duty, and leave it to others to anfwcr for 
ihemfelves, 

(Signed) P. Francis. 


EXTRACT 



A P P E N D I X, N*ia«. • 
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EXTRACT of the Proceeding of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their 
Public Department, the 28th O^ber 1779k 

The following Motion from Mr. Whcler having been circulated 1 the Minute which is en¬ 
tered after it was returned thereon. 

Mr. Wheler—In confetjucnce of the moft earneft Requeft of Mr. Francis, I move. That Mr. 
Ifaac Baugh may be examined at the Board by the Governor General, upon Oath, concerning the 
Manner in which Mr. Francis hath examined and palTed the Accounts of Mr. George Livius. 

And I further move. That Mr. Ifaac Baugh’s Examination may be taken in the Abfence of 
Mr. Francis. 

Governor General—-The Board will meet To-morrow. I fliall beg Leave to wave my Opi¬ 
nion upon the Motion till then. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

Ordered, That Mr. Baugh do attend the Board on Monday next. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their 
Public Department, the ift November 1779. 

Mr. Baugh attending the Board in confequence of the Motion made by Mr. Wheler, and en¬ 
tered in the laft Confultatron, is admitted. 

Mr. Francis—My Intention was to give the Governor General an Opportunity of fatisfying 
himfelf, and doing me Jufticc, upon the Points alluded to in the Motion. I do not infid: upon 
Mr. Baugh’s being put upon his Oath, becaufe I am perfedlly fatisfied that his Tedimony will 
be deemed equally valid without it. As I was fick at Houghly at the Time the Motion was 
made, I did imagine it would have been refolved upon in my Abfence} but I have no Difficulty 
about its being determined now. 

Governor General—I (hall put no Queftions to Mr. Baugh in the Mode preferibed I think it 
very irregular. I have not even given Mr. Francis’s Minute an entire Perufal, although I have kept 
it by me for fomc Time, with an Intention of examining it, and of replying to it if I had found it 
indifpenfably ncccffiary. Other Bufinefs of more Importance, a ftron^ Averfion to perfonal De¬ 
bate, and a Conviftion of its Inutility for any Purpofe, either of Decifion here, or of Reference 
Home, have hitherto concurred to make me poftpone it. Mr. Baugh is now before the Board at 
the Requifitipn of Mr. Francis. I lhall leave it to Mr. Francis to put what Quedions he may 
think proper to him, either upon Oath or otherwife. 

Mr. Wheler—I am called upon by Mr. Francis to take a Part in this difagrccable Bufinefs, 
which is exceedingly irkfome to myfclf, and becomes ftill more fo by the Governor General’s de¬ 
clining to put any Queftions to Mr. Baugh. If Time had permitted a ffiort Anfwer to Mr. 
Francis’s laft Minute, it might have anfwercd the fame Purpofe as the Queftions which I rnuft 
now addrefs to Mr. Baugh j and I doubt not but his Anfwcrs will give the Board every Satisfac¬ 
tion that they can require. 

Mr. Wheler delivers the following Queftions to be put to Mr. Baugh. 

Queft. I. Whether it is not your Duty, as Affiftant to the Comptroller of Offices, to 
examine the Monthly Accounts of each Office, before they are feen by the Comptroller, 
and to furniftx him with whatever Remarks may have occurred to you thereupon ? 

Anf. Preparatory to the Comptroller's Infpeftion of the Accounts of the Offices, they have 
always been examined by my Affiftan^fo far as refpefted their Calculations and Additions; after 
which they have been compared bwy with the Vouchers delivered with them; I have then 
compared fuch Charges as were eftapmed with the fixed Eftablifliments; alfo fuch Charges for 
Scores provided by Contraft or Agency, with tlic Terms of the different Engagements for thofc 
Supplies j and if upon this Examination I have difrovered any Deviations from cither, I have 
pointed them out to the Comptroller, who has cither immediately deducted the Difference, or 
applied to the Head of that Department whole Accounts were under Examination. 

Queftion ad. Whether you have not conftantly done fo ? 

Anfwer. Yes, I have. 

Queftion jd. Whether you have ever obferved, that Mr. Francis, in examining the 
Accounts of the Military Storekeeper, or of any other of the Public Offices, or in 
pairing' their Bills, or in any other inftance whatfoever, has favoured the Military 
Storekeeper, or any other Perfon, or has ever fuffered an Error or Overcharge in 
his or their Accounts to pafs without Correftion and Cenfure. 

Governor General—I beg that Mr. Baugh may be difpenfed from anfwering this Queftion. If 
there is a Neccffity for it, it is highly improper, on many Accounts, confidering the wide Dif- 
tance between Mr. Baugh and Mr. Francis, that he (hould be obliged to anfwer to fuch Quef¬ 
tion: I do not recolledk what Words of mine have given Occafion for it’;, but if I hjve made 
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life of any, which either dlreftly lay fuch a Charge to Mr. Francis’s Account, or imply it, I k- 
trad them, without accotHitlng at this Time for the Manner in which any fuch Exprc^ions may. 
hdveefcaped me, as they are now entirely out of my Memory. The Objeft of the Qycllion, 
therefore, is removed. 

Mr. Francis—I am fattsfied, anddeilre the Queftion may be waved. . 

Queftion 4th. To what Point of Time have the Military Storekeeper’s Accounts been’ 
examined and paired by the CcMuptroUer? 

Anfwer. To the End of. 

Queftion 5th. What is the Amount of the Sums iffued to him from the Treafury for the 
iVIonthly Dilburfements of his Office, including hi& Agency, finee December 1778, to 
the End of September laft. 

Anfwer. The Advances made to the Military Storekeeper from thd Treafury, Between the 
ift January and the 30th September I779, amount to Current Rupees 4,^4,ooo j but in this. 
Sum is not included his Advance for September, being 42,000 Rupees, becauli: it did not pafs 
the Board in Time to be ifllied during that Month; the Order on the Treafury was not figned 
till the 30th of September and I oblcrve, by the Eftimate of the Storekeeper’s Dilburfements 
for Oftober, that the Amount was not received till the 6th of the laft-mentioned Month, In 
Mr. Francis’s Minute of the 2d of Oftober, the Amount of the Advances iflued to the Military 
Storekeeper to the End of Auguft, is ftatedby me at Current Rupees 4,42,105. 7. 6 j but it is 
proper to remark, that in this Sum is included the Monthly Payments made to him by Mr. Robert 
Stewart, on account of the new Powder Works, and his Receipts for Ready-money Sales. 

Queftion 6th, Has the Military Storekeeper delivered in his Monthly Accounts regu¬ 
larly to the Comptroller’s Office fince December laft ? ' 

Anfwer. Yes, to the End of September. 

Governor General—I defire to put the two following Queftions to Mr. Baugh; Firft, If Mr. 
I.ivius’s Accounts ever appeared before the Board—and Secondly, What is the Amount of Mr. 
Livius’s Receipts, ancFwhat the Amount of his Dilburfements, from the Time in which he firft 
had Charge of his Office, to the Date of my Minute ? If Mr. Baugh cannot anfwer the laft of 
thefe Queftions entirely from his own official Knowledge, I defire him to complete his Anfwer. 

Anfwer to the Firft Queftion. They never have appeared before the Board, It was not the 
Intent of the Regulation conftituting the Comptroller’s Office, that they fljould be laid before 
the Board. 

Anfwer to the Second (^eftion. Not having the neceflary Materials in my Pofleffion for fiir- 
nilhing the Account required by the Governor General, 1 applied for it to the Military Store¬ 
keeper, and beg Leave to lay before the Board the Two following Abftrafts, which I have in 
confcqucnce received from him, of his Receipts and Dilburfements, from April 1775 to Sep¬ 
tember 1779, inclufivcj the former amounting to Current Rupees 23,16,074. 13.3.} the latter 
to Current Rupees 23,60,783. 1. 3. Mr. Livius was appointed to the'Office of Miliwry Store¬ 
keeper on the 20th March 1775, and the Governor’s Minute is dated in September 1779. 1 
think it proper to acquaint the Board, that my Application for this Account would have been 
made to the Accountant General, and not to the Military Storekeeper, could the former hav’C 
furnilhed it complete; but the general Books being balanced only to the 30th April 1778, it 
could not have been prepared from them to a Period fubfequent to that Time. I believe alfo, 
that the Entries in the general Books are adjufted from the Abftrafts of the Receipts and Dif- 
burfements in each Department, fiipplied to die Accomptant General by the Heads of the diffe¬ 
rent Departments. 

Ordered, That the above-mentioned Abftrafts be entered after the Confuliation, 


ACCOUNTS referred to in Mr, Baugh’s Reply to the Governor Gcnenal’s Second 
Queftion. 

Account of Calh received for the Dilburfements of the Military Storekeeper’s Office, 
from April 177^ to September 1779. 


April 

May 

1775 From Treafury 

— — 

45,000 

— D* — 

mmt ■ —m 

36,000 

June 

— D* — 

—> — 

46,000 

July 

— From Treafuify 

- 23,000 — — 


Ready Money Sales 

- 854 3 - 

« 3 . 8 S 4 

Auguft 

— From Treafiiiy 

— 

39 »ooQ 

September 

- D* — 

Ready Money Sales 

— 20,000 — —• 

— 1,093 11 — 

21,093 


October 
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Odober — l^rom Treafury ' — 33iO®® — — 

ForBuUockChargesfirom| ^ 


November 


From Trcafury 

— 

49,000 — 

— 



Ready Money Sales 

“ 

789 $ 

6 

December 


From Trcafury 


14,000 — 




Ready Money Sales 

— 

684 6 

6 

January 

1776 From Trcafury 



- 

February 

— 

D» — 


— 

■— 

March 


D* - 


— 

— 

April 

— 

D“ — 


— 

•— 

May 


D“ — 

■>_ 

22,000 — 

— 


Ready Money Sales 

— 

35 I 

— 

June 


From Treafury 


45,000 — 



Ready Money Sales 

— 

500 — 

6 

J«iy 


From Treafury 


38,000 — 



Ready Money Sales 

— 

”5 3 

3 

Auguft 


From T rcafury 


27,000 — 



Ready Money Sales 

— 

310 15 

9 

September 


From Treafury — 




Oftober 

— 

D* - 


>— 


November 

— 



— 


December 


—_ _ 

— 

37,000 — 

— 



Ready Money Sales 

-- 

358 10 

9 


33.388 *2 9 
49,789 8 6 

14,684 6 6 


jjuSjSio 9 9 


35,000 - 

20,000 — 
29,000 — — 

22)035 I ■ 

45,500 — 6 

38.115 3 3 

27,310 15 9 

18,000 — — 
20,000 — — 
30,000 — — 

37.358-10 9 


January 1777 From Trcafury — — 40,000 — — 

February — D* — — 40,000 — — 

March — D“ — — 36,000 — — 


Ready Money Sales, A -7 . ^ „ 

mount Depofits J 24,63810- 


May — Ready Money Sales — — 

June — — — —. — 

July — From Trcafury — 60,000- 

Ready Money Sales — 428 — — 


60,638 10 — 
4,031 — 9 

60,428 — — 


Auguft — Fi-om Trcafury — 25,000 — — 

September — D" — — 50,000 — — 

Ready Money Sales , — ^ 723 6 3 

-50,723 6 3 

October — — _ — 

November — From Trcafury — 30,000 — — 

Ready Money Sales — 10,701 10 9 


40,701 to 9 


December — From Trcafury 

Ready-Money Sales 

5 


— 15,000 — — 

— 255 n 6 


15,255 II 6 


3.54.319 H 3 


3.36.778 7 3 




January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Auguft 

September 

Ottober 

November 

December 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 
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1778 From Treafury 


-- 50,000 — 3 - 


Ready Money Salea — 115 7 5 


50,115 7 6 


From Treafury — 

D* — — 40,000 — — 

Ready Money Salea — 774 11 — 


— 50,000 — — 

40,774 n — 


From Treafury 


— 30,000 — 


Ready Money Sales — 1,701 3 6 , 


3i»70i 3 6 

V 


— From Treafury 


— 30,000- 


Ready Money Sales •— 128 — — 


30,128 — — 


From Treafury 


— 35,000- 


Ready Money Sales — 712 9 

Robert Stewart *— 2,000 — — 


37 . 7 «* 9 — 


From Treafury 
Robert Stewart 


40,000 — — 
2,000 — — 


42,000- 


From Treafury *—1,36,000 — — 

Ready Money Sales — 1,007 *3 3 

Robert Stewart — 2,000- 


— From Treafury — 


D* — —1,00,000 — • 


• i, 39>007 13 3 
— 1,50,000 — — 


Robert Stewart, for Sep -7 
tember and Oftober J 
Ready Money Sales -- 152 — 


. 1,04,152- 


From Treafury — 90,000 — — 

Robert Stewart — 2,000 — — 

Ready Money Sales — 1,840 6 — 


93,840 6 — 


From Treafury —-1,00,000 — — 

Robert Stewart — 2,000 — — 

Ready Money Sales — 628 3 3 


1,02,628 3 3 


1779 From Treafury 50,000 — — 

Robert Stewart — 2,000 — — 

Ready Money Sales — 648 6 3 


52,648 6 3 


— From Treafury 
Robert Stewart 


—• From Treafury 
Robert Stewart 


— 6o,obo — — 

— 2,000- 


62,000 — — 


— 60,000 —. — 

— ■ 2,000 — — 


62,000 — — 


— From Treafury — 30,000 — — 

Robert Stewart —- 2,000 — — 

Ready Money Sales — 1,457 1 3 


From Robert Stewan 


33.457 J 3 

— — ifiOO — — 


8,72,060 5 6 


June 
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June 1779 F<om Robert Stewart — —■ 2,000 — —. 

July — F(om Treafury 1,78,000- 

Rbbcrt Stewart ^ 2,000 —• — 

T —I— — 1,80,000 — — 

Auguft From Treafury — 46,000 — — 

Robert Stewart — 2,000- 


September — From Robert'Stewart 


— — 2,000 •— — 


Current Rupees — 23,16,074 13 3 


(Signed) G. Idvius, 

Military Secretary. 


ABSTRACT of the Dllburfements of the Military Storekeeper’s Office, from April 1775 to 
September 1779. 


April 1775 ' — 


, 


31,720 

5 



May 

— 


— 

41,068 

3 

9 


June M 



— 

41,530 

10 

6 


July — 



— 

34,220 

It 



Auguft — 


mm 


16,824 

4 

3 


September <— 


mm , 


19,584 

6 



Oftober 


mm 

.. 

48,005 

7 



November — 


mm 


23,709 

5 

3 


December ‘ — 

mm 


r" 

37,844 

9 

3 

4,94,509 14 — 

January 1776 — 

— 


— 

35,859 15 

3 


February — 

—• 


— 

25,015 

5 

6 


March —• 




26,485 

7 

3 


April — — 

— 

— 

21,883 

5 



May — — 




41,475 

11 

— 


June — 

— 

— 

— 

44,183 

8 

6 


July — - 

... 

— 

— 

3‘,744 

5 

3 


Auguft — 


— 

— 

11,840 

‘5 

9 


September — 


— 

— 

21,659 

2 

9 


O^ober >- 


— 


36,5^4 

5 

6 


November — 

— 

— 


30,435 

9 

3 


December — 



" 

35,643 

10 

3 

3.62,589 i 3 

January 1777 . , 




46,678 

t 

9 


February — 

— 

— 

—- 

29,604 

11 

9 


March — — 

— 

— 

— 

42,803 

13 

3 


April •— 




13,474 

I 

6 


May — — 

— 

— 

— 

9,971 

II 

6 


June — 

— 

— 

— 

52,764 

8 

9 


July 

— 


— 

48,927 

13 

3 


Auguft — 

•— 

— 

— 

39,239 

14 

9 


September . 

— 

— 


21,496 

2 



October — 

— 



25,984 

8 

3 


November — 



—- 

28,601 

‘3 



December — 

“ 

" 

“ 

37,934 

»5 

6 

3,57,280 3 3 

January 1778 — 


— 

— 

48,874 

II 

3 


February •— 

—* 


— 

31,844 14 

6 


March — 




39',737 

7 

3 



•P* 


SiL. Com, Rep. IX. 


April 




April 

May 

June 

July ^ ^ 

Auguft 

September 

Oftober 

November 

December 


January 1775 

February 

March 



June 

July 

Auguft 

September 
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Shut 

^»S 5 > 0 S 7 

7 M «9 


II 

3 9 
8 6 
5-1 
5 


^ itOOifioo^ 8 ^ 

— 87.87M3 9* 

■la IHI tiaiifatiflil' 


36.937 ' * 

51.450 iy 
H.967 3 — 
45,860 15 3 
1,46,066 II 3 

33.050 9 6 

60,918 5 6 

34.914 6 3 
55.154 8 — 


8 . 7 ?.a «5 t ^ 


4,^9,130 5 « 


Current Rupees I 23,60,78^ 1 3 


(Signed) G. Livius, 

Military Secretary. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of 
their Public Department, the 13th November 1779. 

The Packet of the General Barker being arrived, is opened, and found to contain Four General 
Letters from the Court of Direftors, dated the 43d and 48th December j and aoth January, iii 4 
4th February 1770, with the other Papers as per Lift of Packet. 

Ordered, That the Papers be diftributed to the feveral Offices to which they belong. 


E X T R A C T of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in 
their Public Department, the 4ad November 1779. 

Read again the General Letters from the Honourable the Court ofDircftors, received at the UR 
Meeting. 

Ordered, That the Paragraphs be dlilributcd in the following Manner. 

Par. 107 to 118 inclufive to Mr. Belli. 

Ordered, That the Secretary do require Mr. Beilis’s Anfwer to the above Paragraphs. 
Governor General—I defire that the Secretary may give ma an official Copy of thefc Para* 
graphs. 

Oi'deied accordingly. 


EXTRACT of the. Company’s General Letter to Bengal, dated 43d December i778» 

Par. 107. In your Plan for viflualliog the New Fort, we obferve the Stores are to be furnished 
by the Agent at the Bazar or Market Price, and changed at his Expence fo often as fliall ^ 
found ncccflary. They are to be purchafed with the Company's Advances j and the Agent is to 
be allowed a Commiffion, or Per-centage, for LolTcs which may be occafioncd by Decay, Wa^ 
age, and Variation of the Markets; and alfo for Servants Wages, and other Expences. 

108. In order to afeertain what Sum would be a rcafonable Compenfation for the Agent, you 

very properly agree to confult the principal Merchants of Calcutta on the Subject. ,. . J 

109. The Perfons confulted were Mr, John Robinfon, Mr. Charles Croftes, and Mr. plilft ‘ 
Kcllican. They report 14 per Cent, as a Compenfation for I.ofs by Decay, Watoge, and 

*0 of 
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of Marketkt 5 p* Cent- forthe Agent’s Trouble^ and 3 per Cent, fofCool«jf-hirCi ServaritJ 
and Chains thwNKiire j amounting ih the Whole to 10 per Cent. uphtitheJ^ttme 
Coft of Stores to be provided. 

1 tt>< In the Governor Genera’s Minute, refpecUng the Coft and Expenditure ofStorcs, it is 
ftated, that a Lofv has been'fuftained of 45 per Cent, per Annum for Two 'Veara; the Governor 
General therefore eonelodes, that an Allowance of 20 per Cent, would neither afford the Agent 
the fmalleft Encouragement, nor even the Profpeft of an Indemnification for Loffes which might 
be fuftained ih perifltoble S(ot;Cjj He therefore moves that 30 per &e»t, per Annum be allowed 
ppon all Stores to beprot^d bp the Agent. 

III. Mr. Barwellups^r^ Opinion of Merchants cannot be oppofed to l^a&s, and that, as the 
Lofa fuftained had been 90 per Cent* in Two Years (or 45 per Cent, per Annblfh) he gives his 
Affentto the Govcrndl' G«neral’i Propofal for 30 per Cent, per Annum. But if the Company’s 
Intcreft had been dulp r^arded by the Governor General and Mr. Barwcll, they mutt have 
obferved, that the excefllve Lofs of Grain upon which their Ettiinate was calculated, had been oo- 
cafioned by the Want of proper Magazines, and by other Circumftances eafy to be j emedied or 
correfted; and therefore ought not to have been urged as,Arguments for granting 30 per Cent* 
Inftead of oo per Cent. Commiflion, in diredt Oppofition to a Report made at your own Requeft 
by the moft rcfpcftablc Merchants in Calcutu, who doubtlefs would have gladly taken the Con- 
traft upon the Terms of their oVvn Propofitions. 

. 112. As the Idea of taking the Opinions of Merchants originated with Mr. Francis, wc find he 
refolvcd to abide by their Opinion. 

113. General Clavering hasjuttly objeaed to the immenfe Profits of the Agent; he ettimates 
the Amount of Provifions for the Fort at 3 Lacks of Rupees, and of courle the Agency at 
Rupees 90,000. 

114. And befidcs the Commiflion to be paid by the Company,^ the General obfefves, that 
Merchants calculate upon a Profit being gamed from 15 to 25 per‘Cent, on Provifions brought 
from the Country to Calcutta j he therefore concludes, that the Agent may fecurc an additional 
Profit of 20 per Cent, on that Account, which, added to his Commiflion, renders the total Ru¬ 
pees 1,50,000 on the Firft half Year’s Delivery of Stores. 

.115. The Mode of the Agent’s Appointment was alfo objefted to by General Clavering. The 
propofed by the Governor General was Mr. Belli, his private Secretary. The General 
f^inds the Board of the Company’s Order, that Contrafts Ihould be advertifed. Had this Mode 
been adopted, the Governor General’s Secretary could only have obtained the Agency on the 
lowcft Terms. The Governor General objefted to advertifing, left the World ftiQuld know what 
Provifion was made for Defence of the Fort. This Reafoning the General reprobates, bccaufe, fup- 
pofmg it publicly known that Four Months Provifions were fafe in the Fort, it would dilcouragc 
an Enemy, rather than invite them to attack the Place. 

116. In Anfwer to the General’s Obfervations, the Governor General has pledged himfelf, that, 
if required by the Court of Direftors, the Profits arifing from the Agency fhall be paid into the 
Company’s Treafury, and appropriated as the Court (hall dired. 

117. ©n this View of Fads we deem it equitable, that the Amount paid, or to be p.iid, to Mr. 
Belli by the Company for Agency, be reduced to 20 per Cent. ; which Sum, for the Rcalbns 
abovementioned, muft be confidcred as an ample Compenfation for his Trouble, Rilk, Lofs, and 
all Expcnccs whatever. 

1x9. It is therefore our pofitive Order, that, according to the Engagement of the Governor 
Gteieral, the Agent’s Accounts be forthwith laid before the Board; and that the Commiflion 
paid, or to be paid, to Mr. Belli on thofe Accounts, be reduced to 20 per Cent, and likewife that 
the fold Commiflion be calculated upon the Prime Coft of Provifions furnilhed, and not upon the 
Bazar Price at Calcutta. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their 
■; Public Department, the 23d December 1779. 


Sir, 


To J. P. Auriol, Efquire. 


I have received your Letter, conveying to me the Extracts relating to my Agency, from the 
General Letter, dated a3d December 1778, and the Governor General and Council’s Com¬ 
mands to anfiver them. In Obedience to which I requaft. Sir, that you will acquaint the Ho¬ 
nourable Governor General and Council, that my Accounts, which 1 hope to be allowed fome 
Time to examine, my immediate Attention to them for fcveral Months having been prevented 
by Sicknefs, and my Abfence from Calcutu for the Benefit of a Change of Air, lhall be laid, 
before them as foon as pofllble. 

< .Af the fame Time I requeft you will. Sir, inform the Governor General and Council, that had 
linAtkined it poflible a Demand could have been made ^n me to refund any Part of my 
■*“' “pi, <w, which 1 efteem thf fome Thing, that the Governor General could have been fubjefted 
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to a Penalty, which the Terms of my Agency do not really enable iw: to Thdcmnify him fronts 
I would not have accepted of the CommilTton, which indeed was given to me without any Claufe 
to fuch EfFcdl alluded to in it. 

As to/undertaking the Remainder of the Duty for lefs than the Agreement to which I am 
bound, it is not in my Power to confent to it. I have met with too many and fevere Misfor¬ 
tunes to enable me to undertake the Rifks I run, for lefs than the Conditions on which I have 
ventured to hazard them. 

I beg Leave to trouble you alfo, Sir, to acquaint the Honourable, Board, that before I fend 
in my Accounts, I can affure them, on my Honour, the Eliimate ni|rie by General Clavering 
is fo greatly exaggerated, that the wh<’ld‘Profits of my Agency, wh^ I* have held now near 
Three Years with a Commiflion of jO per Cent, has fallen Ihort of what the General affcried 
they would have been at 20 per Cenr. only, by nearly One Moiety. 

As the Honourable Court of Dircdlors have aflented, with the General's Eftimate before them, 
that I /hould retain the Commiflion at 20 per Cent.; which, adopting as they do, the General's 
Rcafons, they muft have imagined would be nearly double my actual Profits on the 30 per Cent, j 
furely they can htave no Rcafon to require that the Profits I have received be refunded, or thofc 
which I am to receive fliould be dimintlhed, as all their Deduftions proceed on a fpcculativc 
Eftimate, which has turned out in fa£t to be erroneous. 

I have the Honour, &c. 

Fort William, (Signed) John Belli. 

20th neremher 1779. 


EXTRACT of the Proceedings of the Governor General and Council of Bengal, in their 
Public Department, the 24ih February 1780. 

Read ilit following Letter and Inclofurc from Mr. Belli. 

To J. P. Auriol, Efquire. 

Sir, 

Herewith I fend you my Account of the Agency, Ihewing the Amount of the Payments mad^ 
to me, both for the Stores delivered into Garrifon, and for CommilTion on the amount Purchale 
thereof, for the Purpofe of changing the Stores and making up the Waftage, Dryagc, Leakage^ 
Sic. of them-, exhibiting allb the Amount of the aftiial Coft of Stores, togcthcl witlr the Loflei 
and Expences incurred in the Execution of this Bufinefs, to the prefent Time, and the Balance or 
apparent Profit arifing therefrom. By this it will appear, that the Balance or Profit to the prefent 
I’ime amounts to Current Rupees 1,52,290. 8. 6 .: But from this Sum muft be deduced a Loft, 
which I have not ftruck oft from the apparent. Balance or Profit in the Account, as it can only 
be afeertained at prefent by Efiimate, of about 50,000 Rupees, for Loftes, Charges of Merchan¬ 
dize, Cooley Hire, &c. which will be incurred by the Removal of fcveral of the Stores now in Gar¬ 
rifon, and replacing new in their room, which frefh Lodgements I am preparing to mtke, and 
fliall commence the Delivery of them the Inftant that the new Granaries arc complcatcd; whichi 
when delivered, my aftual Profits in the Courfe of Three Years will amount to no more than 
Current Rupees 1,02,000; a Sum fo confiderably lliort of that which the Honourable Court of 
Direikors imagined I Ihould make on a Commiflion of 20 per Cent, only, that it fcarccly deferves 
a Comment on my Ability to return any Part of the Profits I have received, or on the Poflibi- 
lity of my undertaking the Management of this Bufinefs for lefs than the Conditions to which 
T am bound ; yet, for the further Satisfaftion of the Board, I beg Leave to trouble you with the 
following Reprefentations. 

You will obferve, Sir, that in the actual Coft of the Stores, they .were provided fomewhat at a 
cheaper Rate than the Prices allowed me by the Company j but it might have happened that I 
ftiould have been under the Ncceftity of making thefe Purchafes at a Rate confiderably above the 
jLited Prices to whicli I am confined to deliver at; and, as a Proof of the Fluftuation of the 
Markets, Oil and Ghee arc now 25 per Cent, dearer than the Prices allowed me for thole 
Articles. 

I requeft alfn, Sir, that you will be pleafed to remark to the Honourable Board, that had there 
happened a Scarcity of Grain, I Ihould have got little or nothing for my Labour; that many of 
the Advantages which I have hitherto met, are of a very precarious Nature,' and that fome of the 
Advantages have wholly ccafcd for Inftance, the Advantage gained on the original Purchafe of 
the Stores lodged, is a Source of Profit which ceafes with every particular Lodgment made ; that 
the Advantages which I have hitherto met with in the Difpofal of the Salt Provifions on Hand, 
which I have Annually, after changing thofc in Garrifon, may not again happen, in which Cafe 
my l,oftes on them would be very heavy. 

I am liable to many T-,offcs, and my Rifks are more than common; for a Seafon of Plenty 
when I muft fell, or of Scarcity when I make my new Purchafes, nuy equally prove my Loftj 
and if in an extraordinary Degree, my Ruin, 

Under 
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Uadef would Btvt bOeu Mddi^ in ole, hid I Tcotured to have con., 

traded finrthe Es^cution of BufineO> tlvP Kiiowle^ 1 have of it, under the Rate which 

1 hold mv pre^t Codiimd^ aa I could npt havo^held an fopedation of being benefitted by it 
in cafe of Accidenia; , And here, Sir, I beg Leave to recapitulate a FaOage in my former Letter 
«n this Subjed» as the Pip&ts of my Agency, which 1 have now held near Three 

«< Years, v^« ConiplMa of 30 per Cent, h^re fallen fo ibmtofwhat the Honourable the 
Court of J^ioftoia jbmjl^ed they wopl^ have been at 20 per Cent, only, and have aflented to 
*• my retuning my Gprunfulon ^ ao per CasLJt.could.acver be their Intention, under fuch Cir- 
** cumftances, thM I flu>u)d either refund the Frolita 1 have received, or that thole which I am 
^ to receive fliould be dimiiuiflHtd.'* 

' I have the Honour to be, Sir, , 

' ^ Your molV obedient humble Servant, 

(Signed) John Belli. 


*<1 


a 


D» 


S|L. Com. Rep. IX.^ 



The Agent Vidurfler for the Girrifon ofTort William^ in Account with the Honourable Compan7 



Govenor 
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Governor (jiinerai—The Court ofDirfcftors, iddpting the Computition of the late Commatidei- 
in Chief, have dated th^ Commiflion oh the /^ncy aa^a^ble^ and certain Profit of jo per Cent, 
per Annum dhllib oi^nal Amount, ac^rordihgf to a lable onRatea added to a probable Gain of 
no per Cent, on the Amount on the Firft Purchafe} and have made thefe the Grounds of Aeir 
Order for redi.cin^ the Commifllon from 30 to ad per Cent. « 

The EfFea of this applied to their pfofclTcd Intisntioii^ and Eaplanation <^it, and to the 
a£tual State bf Agchc7,*Wiir beft appear trom the follo^lhg Sfta'tc of it. 


-i^ent Ibr protiding the i^mibh ViAualiing Stores, .his Account:)bf Profit, according to the 
Otdera of the Court bf DiTeftort. 


O'. 

To Calh received ftdm theiionouniUe 
Compixny, for this firft Delivery of 
^res — — 3, CO, boo 

TbtheilbdbftiM bf Com- 
iniffiblii brdtMd from 30 
i»>''^0)>er Ceift. that is to 
r fty, tb'per Cent, per Aiti 
♦ham, fbr Three Twos ^ 


^,000 


Mr ^idoed tb'tlib ^nt 

I the Courfe' bf Hireb 


in the 


3,90,060 


a,46,000 


6i36,6oo 


C'. 

By Slows, PfiAie tbft — 3,00,060 

* By Profit on the above, eftimated 20 per 
Cent. —. — 60,000 

By Commifllon, 3d per Cent. ' ~ 90,000 

Firft VbaKs Profit, as ftated by the Court of 
Direftors in the 114th ParaferajJK of the 
General Letter of the ajd December 
*779 — — — — 1,50,000 

By Commifllon on the Tw6 fucceeding 
Years ~ — — 1,80,00b 


6,36,000 


^ ifilife U a Pifpleidty fndThactuffey in this hlode of dbmputation, as it ftates a much 
greater Pnolft thin ao per Cent. To render it correft, the Prime Coft ought to be ftated 
at 2,cd,doo. and the Frofin on this Sum calculated at 20 per Cent. 50,000. making the 
whole j,00,606. But as ^e Court bf Direftors have follotrcd the ori^nal Error, a I formed 
thleir Cdnclufons upon it, it is dear that the Amount produced by this Computation was the 
Profit which they pmpofed to allow to the Agent, after the Dcdilftion of 10 per Cent, from his 
CqmiTttfllon, .and I liave therefore retained it. 

Fr-im this Account, it appears to have been the intentibn of the Court of Direftors, to allow 
the Agent a Profit of 2,40,000 Rupees, to the prefent Timcj but his aftual Pcofits, unaftefted by 
their late Order, are no more than 1,02,290 Rupees, which is Icfs than their prefent Sum 
by Rupees 1.39,710; and if it be infifted that the Letter of their Orders /hall be fulfilled, in Op- 
pofition to he maiiifeft and declared Spirit of them, his Profits will be reduced to the fcanty Sum 
of 10,290 Rupees, or 3,400 Rupees a Year, for his Rifle on a Capital of 3,53,977. which is lefs 
Aan Ope per Cent, / 

I theieforc, ofler it as my Opinion, afld move, That this Subjeft be again referred to th^ 
Incurable the Court of Direftors, with the Letter of the Agent, recorded on this Day’s Prb- 
cee^ngs} and that they be made a Nuniber in the Packet. 

(Signed) Warren Haftings. 

A«^, That this Subjeft be again referred to the Hohourable 'the Codrt of Dirrftors; and 
thacme foregoing Letter and Account, with the Governor General’s Explanation thereof, be fent 
i^umbers in the Packet by the Swallow, for their Information. 
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£ X T R A Cof Bengftl Secret Confi^tations, the 6th Juljr 1781. 

rpHE Governor General reports to the Board, That a Perfon, by the Name of Meerza 
Mufleta, arrived at the Presdency, charged with a confidential Conimiffion from tfu Nabob 
Mobarek ul Dowlah^ which is contained in the accompanying Papers; and he requefts that 
they may be taken into immediate Coafideration, and a Decifion paffed upon them before hia 
Departure. 

The Requihtion made by the Nabob, the Inference from his Papen, is, that he may be 
permitted to difpofe of his own Stipend, without being ipade to depend upon the Will of another. 
We have been le much in the Habit of calling htm a Minor, that the Denomination feema to 
have grown into a confirmed Opinion, with the Length of Time which has advanced him to the 
Years of Maturity. He is now arrived at tfitt Time of Life, when a Man may be Aippo^ 
capable, if ever, of managing his own Concerns. He is near Twenty-fix Years of Age, and ia 
the Father of Eight Children; and, as I am informed, his Underfianding is much improved of 
late, by an Attention to his Education } thefe arc Circumfiances which give him a Claim to the 
uncontrouled Exercife of domcfiic Authority, unlcfs it is intended to keep him in a Staite of per¬ 
petual Pupilage. It may reafqnably be fuppofed, that he will pay a greater Regard to a juft 
QDconomy in his own Family, than has been obferved by Muzaffer Jung, who is an Alicq tq it, 
or by his Sons, to whom he has committed the principal Management of the Nat^b's SXoufi;hpld, 
and who, in Years and Experience, are inferior to him, and in Capacity not his Superiors. 

For thefe Reafons, the Governor General recommends it to the Boai^, that the Nabob Mo- 
barek ul Dowla be entrufted with the exclufivc and entire Receipts and Difburfernemsi of hlc 
Stipend, and the uncontrouled Mi^nagement and Regulation of his Hdufehold : . ■ ri. 

That Muzuffier Jung be immediately diyefted of the Office of Comptroller or. Superinteii||ant 
of the Nabob’s Hoofehold, apd pf all Authority and Interference therein t and that he be re* 
quired to deliver over to the Refident qf this Government at the Durbar, the Accounts of that 
Office; who is to be inftruAed to demand them, and to fee them clearly and finally adjufteej witli 
the Nabob. 

Although the Governor General has propofed this Alteration in favour of the Nabob generally, 
he is aware that fo fudden and unlimited a Difpofal of a large Revenue, may at firft encourage 
a Spirit of Diflipation in the Nabob, which it may be neceflary to guard againft, and whkh i^l 
be beft efFefted by a mild, but firm interpofition from pur Government, For this Purpofe, if 
the Board ihquld approve of it, the Qovernor General will, on his Arrival .ft the City, endea¬ 
vour to obtaip the Nabob’s Confent for eftabliihing fuph a Plan, fof the Regulation and equal 
Diftribution of his Expence, as fhall be adapted to the difllmilar Appearances of preferving hi« 
Intercfts and his Independence at the fame Time. 


Fort WilHaju, 
3d July 1781, 


^Si^ed) W. Halting, 


From the Nabob Moburek Uddowlab. 

Rehemman Cooley is arrived, full of thchigheftObligationsapd Gratitude to youforyour friend¬ 
ly and favourable Reception of him i in Return for which, may the Almighty fhower his Bleflings on 
you! Fherc is no Doubt of your Favour tome; and niy Honour, Reputation, and ^ell-bein^, 
depend on you. this Time 1 have difpacched to yoqr Prefence, Mirzq Muffeeta, who is m 
my Confidence an^ Efteem^ and whofe goM and faithful Services during the Time of the late 
Nawab Self Xlcldowlah, wil|'never be forgotten, and who has no Conneflion with any Perfon 
but myfelf. He wijl, at a ptoper Opportunity, explain my Wifhes and Requefts to you. M? 
popps froTji your Favour are^that you will attend to what he ihaJl reprefent on my Part, anq 
that yqu will apprqvp of what |»e ihall requeft. 


.ARZIE from Mirza Mufieeta, 

Haying prepared a Liift qf fuch of Muzuffer Jung’s Dependants as are of Diftindion, an^ 
perfimally known to me, (many pf whom are appointed in the room of old eftabliffied Servants 
of me Nizamut, and the reft by way of Provifion) and wh<|ft! Names I at prefent recoiled, I 
bet; Leave tq inclofe to ypur Highnefs for Pcrufal. After I fhall have received the Account of 
the Servants of the Sirkar, I wiU do myfelf thp Honour of fending it tq your Prefencf, 


feiST 
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LIST of the moft difkinguilhcd Officers who are De^ndants of Mozuffer Tving, and of 
the Alteration in the Appointment of the Prefence which have taken place jince the Be¬ 
ginning of Mozufier Jung’s Adminiftration as Naib. 

Bheratn June appointed Dewah. . m _ i^oo 

The Sebun^ EAablifhment under Bheratn jung ^oo 

The Troopers ftationed with Bheram June — — —. ajo 

Sudder ud Dien Mahamed Khan, the Naib of Bheram Jung — — yoo 

The Son of Sudder Uddien Mahomed Khan — — — 150 

Meer Abool Hoffein, the Brother of Sudder Uddien — — — aoo 

Meer Koorban Ally, the Friend of Sudder Uddien — — . 60 

Meer Teen ul Abdien, a Dependant of Sudder Uddien Mahomed Khah, appointed ^ 
Daroga of the Coafl Khanna, in the Rodm of Khaja Bodhe difmilTcd — 

Aflararh appointed Aureen' — —. — ^ 500 

Ahmud Ally Khan; the Brother of Mozuffer Jung, Appointed Daroga of the Rhe- 
zana, in the Room of Mohamund difmiflcd — — 400 

Seropchund appointed to the Charge of ail the Cafh and Articles of the Meerfamang, 
on the Difmiflion of Cheton Dher, the Treafurer — — — 30 

Reza CoOley Khan appointed Daroga of the Dewan Khafma, on the Difmiirion of 
Affaud Ally Khan, the Brother of Mahomed Erick Khan — — 400 

. Reza Beg. the Naib of Reza Cuoly Khan ^ - lOO 

The Son of Reza Cooly Khan — — — p 

Mirza Keheem, recommended by Reza Cooly Khan — — -*• 100 

Aka, recommended by Reza Cooly Khan — — — 70 

Neem ut Ulla Khan; the Rhaafamaun of Mozuffer Jung — — zoo 

Futty Ally Khan, the Son of Neamut ulla Khan, appointed Daroga of the Feel 
Khana — —. _ — — 100 

Mahomed Efmael Khan, a Fcllow-ftudent of Muzuffer Jung'% — — ap 

Hickmuty ab Khan,' Phyfician to Mozuffer Jung — —. ip 

Mirza Sengy Beg, the MolTayeb of Mozuffer Jung — — 100 

Goleem Hofein, the Moffey ab of Bheram Jung — , — 50 

Holfcih Bukoh, a Dependant of Mozuffer Jung, appointed Daroga of the Emaurut 
on tlie Difmiflion' of Meer Hydcr Ally, the Son of Noor Ally Khan dcccafed, who 
held'that Office for many Years — — — 100 

Total Amount — 6195 

The Reprelhntation of Mirza Muifeeta. 

The T'tabob Mobaric ulDowlah has fent Mirza Muffecta with a Letter to the Governor Gene- 
tal and Gentlemen of the Council—In Obedience to the Governor’s Direflions, the following 
Articles Have been written from his Reprefentations. 

From the i)ay that Mozuffer Jung was appointed to the Ncabut of the Nizamut, which is nearly 
16 Months, he has regularly received the Stipend of the Nizamut from the Sirkar of the Com- 
pany. , . . 

Mozuffer Jdng, after dlfplacing, and difmiffing, at his own Plcafurc, and without any Fault 
alledged, the old Servants and Minillers of the Nizamut, has appointed, with large Salaries, 
Bheram Jung, his Soli, and a great Number of his own Dependents, to Offices of Confequcncc; 
fuch as the Dewanim the Darogagay of the Dewan Khanna, the Darogagay of the Ainaret, the 
Darogagay of the ^ezana, and the (Charge of the Cafh and Effefls of the Meer Samany and 
takes Monthly a Sum for the Payment of their Salaries. 

In the managing the Affairs of the Nizamut and Mcerfamany, &c. and in the Eapcnces of 
them, the Nawab’s Orders arc of np Effeft withput. Mozuffer June’s Orders and Leave. 

The Nawab’s Diftrefs and Want of Authority is fo great, that whenever lie goes into the Mahul 
Jera, the Beghums arid the Female Servants of the Mahul prefs him for Monty for their Allow¬ 
ances, and other neceffary Expcnccs, which they receive from the Nizamut, and importune him 
with their DiftreiTes, fo that he can neither hear nor fit down, and is obliged from Shame to come 

wLn his Highnefs goes out to hunt or ride, the Sepoys, and all others having Salaries from the 
Nizamut, make fuch violent'and condant Complaints and Demands, that he finds it impofliblc to 
ride. 

If his Highntfs comes out of the Mahul Jerah into the Dewan Khanna, his Mohfahebs and At- 
ttndants, who arc moft diflrcffcd than all the reft from their Pay being withheld, importune liim by 
demanding their Salaries, and relating their Diftreffes, fb that he cannot remain feated there. 

If his Highnefs fends for his Dinner from the Kitchen, the Cook’s Reply is that there is none. 
Accorfingly, one Day lately, the Viftuals were notdrelTed in the Kitchen till 9 o’CIock at Night. 
Hia Highnefs fent an Account of this Diftrefs to Sudder ud Dien Mahomed Khan, the Naib of 
. Siu Com. Rep. IX. *r* Bheratn 
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Bheram Jung; who returned for Anfwer, that he could do nothing. Then the Beghum, his High- 
nefs’s Mother, gave him 500 Rvmees from her own Calh, and the Viftuals were drclTcd. 

Mozuffer iung, out of the 16 Months Sttfwndfor the Nizamut, which he has received from the 
Companv’s Sirkar, fince the Beginning'of his Niabtit, has not paid the Servants of the Nizamut 
for more' than 7 and 9 Months. 'I he Truth of this appears fully, the Papers of the Salaries, and 
the Wafiilbaky of the Khefana. 

I’he 1 loufes in the Khela arc reduced to fuch a Situation for want of Repairs, that the Walls of 
the Mahul Serah, and the inner Apartments, arc'fo bad and broken, that they have Straw Thatch¬ 
ing inftcad of Roofs, and Sattics inftead of Walls, and within thefc the Female Servants dwell. 

One Initance of the Arrears in the Salaries is, that the Baboo Begheer, the Nawab’s Mother, 
lias not received her Allowance for 15 Months. 


COPY of an AUTHENTIC Ll^T of Saivahts of the Niaamtit, who have been placed 
in Odice by Moiuffer Jung t delivered by Mirza Mufleeta t viz. 

Bheram Jung 

Sudder ud dicn Mahomed Khan — 

Reza Pooley Khan and his Naib and Son 
Meer Aboul Hoflfein ^ . 

Mccr Ally Reza — — 

Oolautn Ahmud, and two Dependants of lus 
Sermatun and Three others — 

Mahomed UhiacI Khan — —. 

Mirza Abdullah — >- 

AlTamund — — — 

Mirza Ally Ekbcr, the Niib of the Amauret 
Mirza abdul Hoflein or Hoflein Bukth 
Syed Aoor Ally 


Doft(\r Alhumum •— — 

Pcam Kiflie — # —- — 

Hichmutyab Khan *— — 

Mahomed Nucoo ... ... 

Madjee Self Ullah, and two others — 

Mirza Ally Meikky, Daroga of the Boat Repairs 
Meer Mahomed Ally of Scefy —- 

KheifUIla.Khan — — 

Meer Ulliim Ally — — 

Soliman Beg — 

Rally Junker — — 

Roy Kcrufty, and Three others — 

Shah Ally Khan — . 

Mirza Mufteifa Cooly — —. 

Sheik Hafiz Ally — 

Mahomen Ally Khan — — 

Mccr Aboul Hoffe'm Khan — — 

Mccr Hoflein Reza — — 

Aka Shuref — — 

Meer Satdut Ulla — 

Meer Ahmud Ally — — 

Mirza Golaum Hoflein — 

Meer Afliid Ally — — 

Mahomed Hoflein Beg — — 

Syed Ahmud Ally Kh.in, with Two others 
Sewakratn —. —. — 

Rajah Afarum 

Meer Jemal uddien, and Five Horfemen 
i Meer Jcin ulabdicn — — 

Joozraz Jing, and Twenty-one Hircarrahs 
Aka Baker — — — 

Ghuzunfer Ally, and Three otheis — 

Aka Mahomed —■ — 

Mirza Sumguy Beg —- — 

Mirza Abdul Kcheem —- - 

Mirza Golaum Ally, Daroga of the Stables 
Refhuk Ram — , — 

Neamut uiia Khan, and his Son — 


a>J<50 

500 

545 

250 

flOO 

405 

650 

225 

170 

100 

30 

8s 


12 

200 

150 

150 

6S 

r 

00 

40 

100 

30 

50 

SO 

120 

so 

60 

60 

100 

60 

60 

30 

SO 

60 

365 


Total 


9 . 57 * 


Agreed, 
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, Agreed, That die Governor General be requcftcd to write a Letter to the Nabob Mobanick ul 
tiowlah, acquainting him, that he has laid his Letter, together with the Reprefentation of Mirza 
MaiTeeta, before the Board i and that it has been rdfolved to diveft Muzuffer /ung of the Charge 
and Controul of his Stipend, his Houfehold, and Expences, and to leave them to his own Ma¬ 
nagement : But, in Confideration of his Want of Experience, the Board hope he will fubmit to 
fu» a Plan for Regulation and equal Diftribudon of his Expences, as lhall be agreed upon at 
an Interview between him and the Governor General at the City j and that he be defired not to 
conftder this Qualification of the Board’s Refolufion as meant to be ah Exception from it, but as 
the Means of rendering it more effedhial for his Intereft and future SatisfaAion. 

Ordered, That a Copy of thefe Refolutions, together with the Letter to the Nabob, be fent tO 
Sir John D’Oyly, with DireAions to him to communicate the fame to the Nabob: And, 
Refolved, 'That the Governor General be requefted to apprize Mahomed Reza Cawn of the 
Change that will be made in the Management of the Nabob’s Affairs, 


EXTRACT of Bengal Secret Conlbltaridns, the Idth July 1781. 

deceived the following Letter and Enclofure from the Governor General. 

Sir, 

1 arrived at Mooefhedabad on the Morning of the loth, and left it Yefterday Morning to prb- 
cecd on my Journey. 

In frequent Converfation with the Nabob, I piwfllngly recommended to him a fbidl Attention 
to Frugality and CEconomy in the Regulation of his Expences, and left with him a Plan in 
Writing for that Purpofe, being the Subffance of the Advice which I had verbally offered to 
him. A Copy of this is inclofed. He gave me the moft folemn Afluranccs, and with great ap-* 
parent Sincerity, that he would invariably adhere to it; and as his Intereft is concerned in it, of 
which he is not infenfible, I have no Doubt of his maintaining that Refolution. At all Events, 
the Prcfence and Authority of the Rcfidcnt, on wliofc Vigilance I can implicitly rely, will pre¬ 
vent anv material Deviation from it. But in effeft, I do not apprehend that he will ftand in 
Need of a Controul, as his Difpolition is gentle, and as fufceptible of good impreflions, as it 
has been unfortunately too much expofed to bad. I fhoukl be forry that a Suggeftion of hia 
Want of proper Difcernmcnt in the Choice of bis Confidents and. Affociates Ihould appear even 
in our Secret Records, if ! had not a, very firm Perfuafion that his future Condu6k will redeem 
his Credit in that Particular. His own Words will be the beft Voucher for this Bebef. When I 
told him what had been reported to me upon this Subjed, he acknowledged the Charges, but 
a.ttribittcd it to the NeccHity of his Situation; alledging, that while the Power and Wealth of tho 
Nizaram were in the Hands of another, thofc Perfont whom he might have chofen as his fitteft 
Companions, were either drawn from him by their intcrefts, or were fearful of giving Offence, 
by feerning to pay their Court in any Degree to him. The Obfcrvation was certainly true, for 
the Conclufion is in itfelf unavoidable. 

I have dwelt on thefe minute Particulars more than they may appear todeferve, bccaufc I have 
ever been of Opinion, that our national Credit is concerned in the Charafter which the Nabob 
may obtain in the public Opinio^: ^d have for that Reafon endeavoured to place him in fuch a 
State, as might contribute to his Improvement, whenever I have had it in my Power.’ 

For the Accomplifiimcnt of the Arrangements which I have recommended to the Nabob, it 
will be abfolutely neceffary, tliat the Monthly Stipend be punftually made, otberwift there will 
be a Necefi'ity, or a Pretext at leaft, for contrading Debts, of which his Servants will not fail to 
avail themfelvcsj and in that Way his Expences will exceed all Bounds $ nor will it be cafy to 
check them. To relieve the Nabob's prelent 'Wants, 1 have dircfled tlie Rcfidcnt to raife an 
immediate Supply on jhe Credit of the Company, to be repaid from the firft Receipts. 1 intreaf 
that you will be, pldalra to order a Fund to be provided for this Purpofe, cither by an Affign- 
ment on the Collcftions of Rajcihahcc, or any otlier more certain and ready Refource, to be 
paid immediately into the Hands of the Rcfidcnt, for the Nabob’s Ufe, as every intermediate 
Channel will be an unavoidable Caufe of Delay. 

I have the Honour to be, &c. 

On the River beyond Moorlhcdabad, (Signed^ Warren Hafting.s. 

14th July 1781. 


HEADS of INSTRUCTIONS from the Governor General to the Nabob Mobarcckul 
Dowlah, refpeAing his Condudl in the Management of his Affairs. 

ill. You will be plcafed to direft your Mutta Seddiei, to form an Account of the fixed SumJ 
of your monthly Expences, fuch as Servants Wages in the different Departments, Penffons, and 
other Allowances, as well as of the eftknated Amount of variable Expences, to be delivered to 

.1 Sir 
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Sif John D’Oyiy foJ: my Ihfpeftion. I have given fuch Orders to Sir John D’Oyly, as will ettf 
able him to propofe to you fuch Redufliions Of the Penfions, and other Allowances, and fucH 
a Distribution of the variable Expcnces, as fltall be proportionable to the total Slim of your 
monthly Income, ahd 1 muft requeft you will conform to it. 

ad. I have heard that you have contraAcd heavy Debts, ahd I knoW that fucii t)ebts always 
exceed their jtift Amount j I requeft that you will caufe an Accdtlnt of them to be made out lind 
delivered to Sir John D’Oyly, tliat a Settlement may be made of them, &nd a Plan for their Dif- 
charge by equal and eafy Kifts, according to fuch Rules as I have prefefibed to him, and he 
will impart to you. This is abfolutely neceffary for your Dignity, Credit, and future Eafc. It 
is not fttting that a Perfon in your high Station Ihould be importuned with the Demands of your 
Creditors! or the People hear their Clamburs whenever you appear in public. 

3d. Your monthly Income is 1*33,333. 5. S. j. Ltt the Sum of i,i 6 ,( 3 oo Rupees be appropri¬ 
ated to your monthly Expcnces, in the Manner propofed by the firft Article; and the Remainder, 
being 17,333. 5. 6 . 3. per Month, fet apart for the Payment of your Debts* 

4th. You muft promife me folemnly, that you will not ^ntraA any new Debts j but, to avoid 
the Necelllty of it, that you will confine each Month’s Expcnces to the Sum afilgned for them, 
in the Manner which I have propofed in the ^Article: And, that no Artifices may be made ufi: 
of by any of your Servants to involve yOu in neW Debts, contrafted isfifKout your Knowledge, 
and alfo falfc PretenceSj I advife that yoti caufe a Proclamation tb be made, that it is your in¬ 
tention and Refolution, that no Debts, of whatever Nature, fhall be contrafled in your N^me j 
and that if any of your Servants (hall contrail Debts under that Pretence, it is falfe, and you will 
not be anfwerable for them. If yoU have iriterefted People about you, they will reprerent that 
this is contrary to your Dignity, becaufe it ia contrary to their Intcreft; but-you niuft efedit mb, 
who have yoUr Dignity more at Heart than they Can .have, and can hare no Intcreft riii giving yOu 
this Advice—it is the only Means of preferving your Dignity. ’ 

cth. It is my earneft Advice and Reedmmendation, that you make no Prefents, but the ne¬ 
ceffary Dirtributions to your own Family, cfpccially of Clothes an 4 other Articles ; bccaufe this 
Expence will greatly cat into your Income j and, by the Profits of their Piirchafe, and their dif- 
proportionate Value to their Receivers, they will prove, in every IrtftancC, a Lofs to you of Ten 
Rupees to One Rupee Profit which they will aftually yield to thofe on whom you may beftow 
them. The Prefents which Cuftom has rendered neceffary, fuch as Kcllaats and Jewels, fhould 
be given according to the fettled Rules and Forms, of which the proper Oflicers Ihould 
advife you, and be anfwerable that they arc according to fuch Rules and Forms. Obfetve 
this Rule rigidly, and you will find your Income much more equal to your neceffary Difbuffe- 
ments. ^ ^ „ 

6th. The Benevolence of your Nature, ind the Dcfire wjiich you have to fhew Civility to 
Gentlemen of the Englifh Nation, may induce you to admit too many of them indifcriminatcly 
to your Prefence j which is hurtful to your Dignity, and is bcfidcs the Caufe of Expence} it alfo 
leffens the Credit of thofe Diftinftions which may be due to Perfons who are moft entitled to 
them: I therefore requeft, that you will not admit any Englilh Gentleman to your Prefence 
who may not have fomc Pretence to that Honour from his Rank or Office in the Service. On 
fuch Occafions therefore, you will confult Sir John D’Oyly, who is the competent Judge, and 
will be rcfponfible that no improper Perfons are introduced to you; and you muft forbid any 
Perfon of that Nation to be intruded to your Prcfencc with^t his IncrodudHon. 

7th. It gave me great Concern to fee the damaged Stj^c of jiOair Kcllah: A finall Expcnce, with 
(Economy; and a proper Attention to it, will ferve to give it-i^ the neceffary Ref>airs ; but if the 
Execution of thefe Repairs be entrufted to the Perfons ufually employed in making them, with¬ 
out any Controul, they will coft you Lacks; they will be done improperly, perhaps not at all: 
Even in the former Cafe, new Repairs will be required in a few Months after the firft are finilhed. 
Let a fixed Sum be appropriated monthly to this Expcnce, according to a Plan which will be 
delivered to you by Sir John D’Oyly i and in this Way a very fmall Sum will be fuJwient. The 
Effefk will be foon vifible to yourfelf, , ‘ » 

8th. You arc now arrived at that Time* of Life in which the Eyes of'all Mtn will be upon 
you, and at which their Obfervations upon your Behaviour will conftitute your Ciirafter with 
the World, The firft Judgment f^med of the Charaftcr of a Man in high Lifi^is from his 
Company ; and nothing leffens h s Charafter fo much as the Society of mean PCffoits. *Let the 
Services and Attention of old and faithful Servants be rewarded and diftinguilhed j but let them 
be treated as Servants. If you raife mean Men to be your Companions, you Icffpn yourfelf pro- 
portionably to their Level. Choofe yoUr Companions among Men of Family, even in prcferroce 
to others who mav appear to V'- i! to poffcfs, or who may really poffcfs, greater Virtues or Ac- 
complilhments. 1 have heard frequently the Names of fomc Perfons, both of bad Chara£ter and 
bafe Origin, who have fov^ the Means of infinuating themfelves into your Company and con- 
ftant Fellowftiip. I fiiallj^tar mentioning them, unlefs I hear that they ftill avail rhemfelvcs 
of your Goodnefs to the Places which they improperly hold near your Perfon. This 

Caution I have given you as the Advice of your real Fritfnd; but I regard your Intereft and 
Credit to be fo deeply concerned in the Obfervance of it, that I Aall think myfclf obliged to in¬ 
terfere in another Manner if you neglect it, or find yourfelf To much eoibarraffed by the Habit of 
long Connection as to require my Intervention. ■ 



A P E N B I X, N»i2i, 122 . 

^th. Thefe I make the Conditions of the. Compliance which the Governor General and Coun¬ 
cil have yielded to your late Requifition. It is but Juft that you Ihould poffefs what is your ac- 
knowled^d Right: But their Intention would be defeated, and you would be in a worfc Situ¬ 
ation, if^ou were to be left a Prey, without a Guide, until you have acquired Experience, (which, 
to t%'$trcngth tfnd Goodnefs of your Underftanding, will be the Work but of a fhort Perio<^ to 
the l^pacity. Frauds, and Artifices of Mankind. You have offered to give up the Sum of Four 
Lacks of Rupees, to be allowed tlie free Ufe of the Remainder of your Stipend. This we have 
f" refufed, becaufc it would be contrary to Juftice. You Ihould confider this as a Proof of the 
li- Sincerity of the above Arrangements which have been recommended to you, and of their Expe¬ 
diency to your real Interefts; and your Attention to them will be a Means of reconciling the 
Company to thc-Refolution which we have taken, and which will be reported to them in a Light 
very Iwrtful both to you and to us, if an improper Effcft fliould attend it. Thefe I have or¬ 
dered I Sir John D’Oyly to read in your Prefence, and to explain them to you, that no Part of them 
may efcape your Notice j and he has my pofitive Orders to remonftrate to you againft every De¬ 
parture from them. m. 

Upon all thefe Occalions, I hope and expeft that you will give him a particular and cordial 
Attention, and regard what he fhall fay as if faid by%iyfclf j for I know him to be a Perfon of 
the ftrifteft Honour and Integrity. I have a perfeft Reliance on him; and you cannot have a 
more attached or difintercfted Counfellor. Although I defire to receive your Letters frequently, 
yet, as tnany Matters will occur which cannot be fo cafily explained by Letters as by Converfation, 
I defire that you will on fuch Occafions give your Orders to him refpedting fuch Points as you 
may defire to have imparted to me ; and I, poflponing every other Concern, will give an imme¬ 
diate and the moft fatisfaftory Reply concerningehem. 


& 

The Secretary acquaints the Board, that in Obedience to the Orders of Mr. Wilder, he wrote 
Yellcrday the following Letter to the Committee of Revenue: 

Gentlemen, 

It haying been reprefented, that the punftual Payment of the Nabob Mobareck ul Dowlah’s 
Stipend is abfolutely neceflfary to render the Arrangements which have lately been made with 
him cffcftual j I obey the Orders of the Board, in defiring that you will adopt fuch Mcafurcs as 
will fecure the regular Advance of 1,30,000 Rupees per Mcnfem to the Rcfidcnt at the Durbar, 
to enable him to difeharge ;j[)e HjJ^bol^ Stipend.^ ^ 

Council Chamber, . . ‘ 

19th July 1781. 
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EXTRACT of General Letter from Bengal, dated 15th July 1782. 

* 3 * original Loan taken up fof the Service of this Inveftment, was 80 Lacks of Cuirent 

Rupees i of which 50 Lacks have been allotted to the Provifion of Cotton Piece Goods, 
and 30 Lacks to thf jProvifion of Raw Silk and Silk Piece Goods. The Article of Saltpetre we 
have determined to continue the Manufadurc of at P^lna, on the Company’s Account, indepen¬ 
dent of the Subfeription Inveftment 5 and to tranfport as much of it as pofiible to England, by all 
the Ships wftch lhall be difpatched, in order to yield a feparate Refource for your own immediate 
Occafions. • ' v 

14. After making this Arrangement, it appeared that fome Articles of the Inveftment, and the 
Charges of (hipping the Wljolc after its Delivery in Calcutta, had not been provided forj and fe- 
vefal Tenders of Saltpetre were alfo made to us, by Perlbns who, in confequence of the Pro¬ 
hibition which, agreeably to your Orders, we had laid on the Exportation of that Article, were 
deprived of all other Means of difpofing of it. As we confidcred the Company bound, in fome 
Mafurc, to prevent the Ruin or Diftrefs of the Dealers in Saltpetre, who, when the fudden Em¬ 
bargo was publilhcd, had large Quantities on Hand, we authorized the Board of Trade to pur- 
chafe iVe Tenders which^were made, at a moderate Price; and for thefe different Purpofes, we 
^igreed 10 augment the Loan for the Inveftment to One Crorc of Rupees. The Subferibers 
to the adiaional 20 Lacks will not be entitled to receive their Bills until the 31ft January 

*^^15. Wilhinj,to unite our Endeavours heartily with the Bpard of Trade, in the Choice and 
Provifion of an Wefttpent, which, ftrifteft Attention to the Quality, and the greateft 
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poffiblc Abatement of the Prices, was likely to anfteer the End we dcligned, of difchargin^'m ^ 
the Drafts which it would be netieiT^ to make upon it, and yield a configurable Profit beyoM'’ 
that Amount, befides furnilhing freight for your Ships, and a Supply of Goods to the^JBnglilh 
Market, we thought it might be conducive to this grand Object, and at the fame Time prove an 
Affurance of your Confidence, to require from the Prefidcnt and Members of the*l^oard ofTfade 
a written Declaration, figned upon Honour, which they have accordingly given, that they^ will 
neither derive nor receive any Advantage or Emolument whatfoever from the Provifion of this 
inveftment, or from any Engagements or Tranfa&ions refpefting it, except their allpwed Com- 
miflioni nor knowingly fu&r any Perfons, under their Authority, to take any undue Ad- - 
vantage. 

i6. In order to fecure to the Board of Trade a fair and honourable Reward for their faithful 
and undeviating Services in the Execution of this Branch of Duty, you will find that we fti- 
pulatcd, as far as it was in our Power to do, by the laft Article of the Publication, that 
fident and Members refidcnt in Calcutta during the Provifion of this Inveftincnr, with 

your Approbation, be allowed a Commiflfion of 5 per ©ent. on the Produce of the Sales in^ 
England, after the Manner in which you gratify your Siipra-cargoes at Cahttui j to be dividedin 
the Proportiohs of their refpeftive Sa%ies(P' This is a Confidcration ;whfch we have n<i Dot^ 
the Superiority of the prefent Inveftmettf, owing to the united and Ib^nuous Excrtiq|g ^^ is 
Government and the Board of Trade, will cafily afibrd to yield them. On this Pribgij^^Wd in 
full Confidence of obtaining your Acquiefcence in a Pnlmil'e,iwhich appeared to t» lb equitable 
a Recompence for the fteady and devoted Attention of your-feniot Servants* bound, under fuch an 
Obligation, to the Intcrclts of the Company, we have been induced to bold out the Expeftation 
of it to thcnii and now carn«ll|^/'r?qucft tltat yg^’di V»p»®vc of our Inte^itfoiy and allow thc ^ 
Commiflion to them accordingly, paying the MiOunt of it to their refpeftive AgeKts in Engl/nd, 
jn the Proportions abovc-mcntionciW » 







